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Grand  Commandery 


■OF   THE — 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


HE  Gband  Gommandkbt  Kmiohts  Templab  of  thb  State  of 
Mississippi,  oommenced  its  Twenty -Fifth  Annual  ConclaTO  in 
the  Asylum  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  at  Winona,  on 
Wednesday,  the  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1885,  A.  O.,  767,  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M. 
fTssy^^^     The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Captain- 
^vsir^   General,  when  the  Grand  Officers  were  officially  received  and  escorted 
to  their  several  stations. 
On  calling  the  roll  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  found  to  be 

pbesent: 

W.  P.  TowLBB R.'.  E/.  Grand  Commander. 

John  H.  Gobdon V.'.  £.*.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

H.  M.  RoMBEBGEB,  P.  o.  c Bs  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Chas.  M.  Ebwin,  p.  o.  o as  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Captain-General. 

T.  W.  Whitsby as  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Prelate. 

N.  S.  Walkeb R.*.  B.'.  Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  li.  PowEB R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Recorder. 

T.  H.  Wai^keb as  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

B.  A.  Vauohan as  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.  Hiohoatb as  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Jas.  J.  Hates R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

B.  A.  Owen as  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Warder. 

John  Kilunoswobth R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Oapt.  of  the  Guard. 

The  Grand  Officers  absent  being:  Sirs  Geo.  8.  Green,  Grand  Generalissimo;  L. 
B.  Mosby;  Grand  Captain-General;  R.  S.  Woodward,  Grand  Prelate;  J.M.  Boon, 
Grand  Senior  Warden;  Geo.  G.  Jones,  Grand  Standard  Bearer;  W.  F.  Burnet, 
Grand  Warder. 

A  Constitutional  number  of  Commanderies  being  represented,  the  Grand 
Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  form. 
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The  R.'.  £.*.  Orand  Commander  annotinoed  the  asnal  Committees,  as  follows : 

CBBDBNTiAiiS— Chas.  M.  Erwin,  B.  Highgate,  H.  M.  Romberger. 
TsMPiiAB  Law — B.  A.  Vanghan,  H.  M.  Romberger,  J.  L.  Power. 
FiNANOE~B.  A.  Yaughan,  T.  H.  Walker,  B.  Highgate. 
Appsals — B.  Highgate,  J.  J.  Hayes,  B.  A.  Owen. 

DoiNos  OF  Gbamd  Offioebs — J.  H.  Gordon,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  J.  J.  Hayes. 
Unfikishsd  Business — J.  H.  Gordon,  T.  H.  Walker,  Frank  Hawkins,  Sr. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  Committee  continued: 

To  the  R,\  E,\  Orand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  tnat  the  following  Bep 
resentatives  are  in  attendance  : 

Magnolia  Commandkbt,  No.  2 — 

Jas.  J.  Hayes,  proxy  for  Em.  Commander. 

St.  Ctb  Commamdebt,  No.  6 — 

T.  W.  Whitsey,  P.  E.  C»  and  proxy  for  Em.  Commander. 

Winona  Commandebt,  No.  7 — 

T.  H.  Walker,  Em.  Commander. 
Frank  Hawkins,  Sr.,  Generalissimo. 
L.  Bailey,  Captain- General. 

DbMolay  Commandebt,  No.  8 — 

6.  A.  Yanghan,  Em.  Commander. 

CoeuB  DE  Lion  Commandeby,  No.  13 — 

R.  A.  Owen,  Em.  Commander,  and  proxy  for  Gen'o  and  Captain- 
General. 

Gbenada  Commandebt,  No.  15 — 

B.  Highgate,  P.  E.  C,  and  proxy  for  Em.  Commander. 

Courteously  submitted, 

B.    HlOHOATE, 

Chas.  M.  Ebwiv, 
h.  m.  bombeboeb, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  Methodist  Church,  where 
the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  observed  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  manner. 
The  sacred  music  accompanying  same  being  executed  by  a  select  choir.  The 
Grand  Prelate  being  absent,  the  address  usual  on  such  an  occasion  was  omitted. 
The  audience  was  very  large  and  apparently  interested  in  the  service.  The 
Grand  Becorder,  by  request  of  the  B.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander,  returned  thanks 
to  the  choir  for  the  important  service  it  had  so  creditably  rendered.  The 
Grand  Commandery  then  returned  to  the  Asylum. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Bomberger,  all  members  of  Winona  Commandery, 
not  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  were  invited  to  seats  during  Grand 
Conclave. 

The  B.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  then  proceeded  to  read  his  Address,  which  is 
as  follows: 
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Grand  Commander's  Address. 

Sir  Knighia  of  tht  Grand  (hmmandery  of  MMsaippi: 

Another  Templar  year  of  our  Grand  Oommandery  is  olosing,  and  by  the 
kindness  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  before  whom  alone 
we  bow  in  lore  and  adoration,  we  are  perinitted  to  assemble  again  in  Annual 
Grand  Conolaye.  Let  ns  reverently  thank  him  for  the  many  kindnesses  and 
blessings  we  have  received  and  enjoyed  during  the  past  year,  and  earnestly 
pray  for  a  continuance  of  the  same. 

It  is.  Sir  Knights,  my  pleasant  daty  to  extend  to  you  a  hearty  welcome  to 
to  this  onr  twenty-fifth  Annual  Conclave,  and  to  invite  your  careful  attention  to 
matters  pertaining  to  our  Order — to  carefully  consider  the  past  and  devise 
such  measures  as  in  your  judgment  you  think  best  for  the  future  welfare  of 
beloved  Order. 

I  will  now,  in  obedience  to  a  time-honored  custom,  render  an  account  of 
my  stewardship  as  your  Grand  Commander  for  the  past  year. 

OFFICIAL   ACTS. 

My  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  Sir  John  H.  Killingsworth,  of  Winona 
Gommandery,  No.  7,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  and  issued  my  dispensation 
to  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Fast  Grand  Commander,  to  install  him  in  office,  which 
duty,  I  suppose,  was  duly  performed  by  Sir  Knight  Erwin. 

DISPENSATIONS   ASKED. 

On  January  5th,  I  received  a  communication  from  Eminent  Sir  Geo.  C. 
Myers  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  stating  that  his  Commandery 
had  failed  to  meet  at  the  regular  Conclave  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  December, 
on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  to  elect  officers,  and  asked  for  a 
dispensation  to  hold  the  election  and  install  at  their  next  regular  meeting.  I 
replied  that  I  did  not  consider  a  dispensation  at  all  necessary  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  and  referred  him  to  Art.  Ill,  By-Laws  for  the  Government  of  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies,  which  to  me  is  very  plain  and*explicit  on  this  point.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  to  elect  and  install  officers  at  their  next  regular  Con- 
clave, or  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient. 

On  February  27th  I  received  a  like  communication  from  Eminent  Sirj  G.  G. 
Jones,  of  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  to  which  I  made  the  same  reply. 

On  May  8th,  I  received  a  communication  from  Fast  Grand  Commander  Jas. 
T.  Meade,  of  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8,  requesting  me  to  grant  to  Lex- 
ington Commandery,  No.  3,  a  dispensation  to  meet  on  Friday,  8th  inst.,  to 
elect  and  install  officers.  Sir  Meade  gave  me  the  following  reasons  for  asking 
the  dispensation:  That  the  Eminent  Commander  had  moved  to  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  the  other  two  officers  lived  some  distance  in  the  country.  I  tele- 
gn^aphed  Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade  that  I  granted  the  dispensation  asked  for,  and  to 
proceed  to  elect  and  install  officers. 

OBANOE  or  TIME  FOB  HOLDING  THE   GRAND  OONOLAVE. 

On  May  21st,  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Eminent  Sir  T.  H.  Walker 
of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7: 
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Winona,  Miss.,  May  20, 1886. 
R,\  E,\  Sir  W.  P.  TowU}\  Qrand  Commander  : 

Right  Eicinent  Sib:  I  am  instmcted  by  Winona  Gommandery,  No.  7,  in 
view  of  the  probable  absence  of  most  of  onr  active  members  on  the  date  orig- 
\  inally  set  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  this  place — June  10 — 
to  respectf ally  request  yoa  to  convene  same  at  a  later  date — say  Wednesday, 
Jnne  24 — at  which  time  onr  members  will  all  be  at  home,  and  we  will  be  able 
to  extend  a  fitting  welcome  to  yonr  angnst  body. 
Hoping  to  hear  from  yon  soon,  and  favorably,  I  am,  with  high  esteem, 
Courteously  and  Fraternally,  T.  H.  WALKER,  E.  G. 

Winona  Gomicandebt,  No.  7,  K.  T. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  request  I  instructed  Sir  Knight  J.  L.  Power, 
Grand  Recorder,  to  issue  a  circular  notifying  each  Subordinate  Gommaudery 
that  the  25th  Annual  Gondave  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  would  be  held  June 
24,  instead  of  June  10,  which  he  did  on  the  22d. 

GRAND   BEPBBSKNTATIVES  OOMUISSIONED. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  appoint  and  commission  the  following  Valiant 
and  Eminent  Fraters  as  Grand  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi  near  the  East  of  the  following  named  Grand  Commanderies: 

July  10th,  1884 — Eminent  Sir  Felix  Goput,  of  Macon,  near  the  Grand  Gom- 
mandery of  Georgia. 

January  12th,  1886 — Eminent  Sir  J.  W.  Hunter,  of  Winston,  near  the  Grand 
Gommandery  of  North  Carolina. 

January  12th,  1885 — Eminent  Sir  Milton  D.  Bartlett,  near  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Wisconsin. 

March  20th,  1886 — Eminent  Sir  L.  B.  French,  of  Yankton,  near  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Dakota. 

April  2d,  1885 — Eminent  Sir  Wm.  G.  Little,  of  Mobile,  near  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Alabama. 

June  23d,  1885 — Eminent  Sir  Innes  O.  Adams,  of  Pine  Bluff,  near  the  Grand 
Gommandery  of  Arkansaw,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Eminent  Sir 
William  H.  Howes. 

Each  of  the  above  named  Fraters  were  requested  to  signify  their  acceptance 
of  the  appointments  to  our  Grand  Recorder,  which  I  suppose  has  been  done, 
having  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

QBAND  BEPBESENTATIVBS  NOMINATED. 

I  have  nominated  and  requested  the  commissioning  of  the  following  Sir 
Knights  as  Grand  Representatives  of  the  several  Grand  Commanderies  below 
named  near  the  East  of  our  Grand  Gommandery: 

Sir  Geo.  S.  Green,  of  Jackson,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Connecticut,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Sir  Christopher 
Johnson. 

Sir  Jas«  T.  Meade,  of  Lexington,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Iowa,  to  fiU 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Sir  Wm.  French. 

Sir  Matt  F.  Ash,  of  Jackson,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  removal  of  Sir  J.  S.  Gain  from  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 
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Sir  O.  Y.  Freeman,  of  Orenada,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Georgia,  to  fill 
▼aoanoy  cansed  by  the  death  of  Sir  John  A.  Galbreath. 

Sir  John  George,  of  Grenada,  as  Grand  Representative  of  North  Carolina. 

Sir  Wm.  Priestly,  of  Canton,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Dakota. 

I  suppose  each  of  the  above  named  Sir  Knights  have  received  their  respec- 
tive commissions  and  will  present  themselves  to  be  received  by  this  Grand 
Body  with  nsual  honors. 

A   NBW   GBAND   OOMMAMDEBT. 

On  May  14,  1884,  at  Sioax  Fall,  Dakota  Territory,  Very  Eminent  Sir  Theo- 
dore 8.  Parvin,  proxy  for  Grand  Master  of  United  States,  did,  under  a  warrant 
of  and  acting  for  Grand  Master  R.  £.  (Withers,  organize  a  Grand  Command- 
ery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Dakota,  with  Samuel  Roy,  Grand  Commander,  E. 
E.  Sage,  Grand  Recorder.  I  recommend  that  we  extend  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Dakota  fraternal  greetings  and  exchange  all  courtesies. 

GBAND   OOMMAMDEBT   OF   LOUISIANA. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  visit  the  last  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Louisiana,  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  last  February  as  your  Grand  Rep- 
resentative. I  was  received  with  and  accorded  all  the  honors  due  the  position 
and  station  I  occupied.  The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were 
entirely  local,  and  the  entire  time  consumed  in  the  transaction  of  all  its 
business,  including  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies,  did  not  exceed  three 
hours.  For  briefness  and  despatch  of  business,  this  Grand  Body  excels  all 
that  I  ever  read  of,  or  before  witnessed. 

officiaij  visitation. 

It  was  my  intention  when  elected  Grand  Commander  to  visit  and  inspect 
every  Commandery  in  the  State,  but  sickness  and  death  in  my  family  prevented 
my  doing  so  last  summer,  the  time  set  apart  for  that  duty;  afterwards  my  buB- 
inees  engagements  were  such  tha);  I  could  not  spare  the  time. 

On  the  question  of  official  visitation  and  inspection,  I  wish  to  invite  your 
attention  and  ask  you  to  carefully  consider  the  subject,  as  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment it  will  do  much  to  reinstill  life  and  vigor  in  our  Commanderies,  several 
of  which  I  regret  to  report  are  in  a  dormant  condition. 

The  Grand  Commanderies  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
several  others,  have  adopted  the  plan  of  official  visitation  and  inspection,  and 
I  am  informed  by  Sir  Knights  and  Grand  Officers  of  several  of  those  jurisdic- 
tions that  it  has  done  more  to  revive  and  build  up  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries than  any  other  means  ever  before  adopted.  Of  all  the  plans  of  official 
visitation  and  inspection  that  I  have  read,  I  like  the  Illinois  or  Indiana 
methods  of  inspection  best,  and  I  think  the  Illinois  plan  would  be  best  for  us, 
as  there  the  State  is  divided  into,  districts  and  each  Grand  Officer  assigned  a 
district  to  inspect  that  is  convenient  for  him  to  visit.  In  Indiana  the  Grand 
Commander  appoints  an  Inspector-General,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  and  in- 
spect every  Subordinate  Commandery  in  the  State.  Each  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery is  notified  of  the  appointment  and  ordered  to  prepare  for  a  thorough 
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inspeotiou,  to  be  made  by  the  Inspector-General  at  snoh  time  ae  may  be  named 
by  him.  The  inspection  will  include  :  Proficiency  in  the  Oeremonies,  Ritaal 
and  Taoiioe  authorized  by  the  Grand  Commandery;  condition  of  records, 
apartments,  arms  and  equipments,  financial  status,  and  all  other  essentials  to 
a  Commandery.  All  Eminent  Commanders  are  required  to  secure  a  full  at- 
tendance of  their  Commanderies  at  the  time  of  inspection,  and  assist  the  In* 
spector -General  to  a  fair  and  complete  inspection  of  their  respective  Com- 
manderies, and  at  the  next  Grand  Condaye  the  Inspector-General  or  Inspect- 
ing Grand  Officer  makes  his  report  in  the  following  form  :  Name,  number  and 
location  of  Commandery  inspected  by  him;  present  membership;  number  of 
regular  Conclaves;  proficiency  in  ceremonies,  tactics,  etc.;  reports  as  to  how 
records  are  kept;  number  of  uniforms,  assets  of  Commandery;  liabilities  of 
Commandery;  number  of  Chapters  and  Royal  Arch  Masons  under  its  juris, 
diction. 

The  reports  made  by  the  Inspector-General  of  Indiana,  and  Inspecting 
Grand  Officers  of  Illinois,  are  about  the  same.  I  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the'IUinois  system  of  dividing  the  State  into  districts,  and  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mander assign  to  the  Grand  Officers  such  district  as  would  be  most  convenient 
for  them  to  inspect,  commencing  with  the  Council  and  regularly  going  down 
the  line  until  each  district  is  supplied  with  an  inspecting  officer.  I  further 
recommend  that  the  expense  incident  to  making  the  official  inspection  and  vis- 
itation be  borne  by  the  Grand  Officer  making  same,  as  it  would  necessarily  be 
light  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  if  the  State  is  districted  as  above  recommended, 
and  the  honor  of  being  elected  a  Grand  Officer  should  be  full  compensation  for 
the  duties  performed. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  a  course  as  this  are  manifold  : 
1st,    The  officers  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  would  go  to  work  and  learn 
the  Ritaal,  and  especially  their  duties,  as  no  Commandery  v\>uld  like  for  the  In- 
specting Grand  Officer  to  report  them  deficient  in  the  opening  and  closing  cer- 
emonies, nor  in  the  work. 

2d.  Every  Commandery  would  have  their  records  properly  kept,  which  I  am 
sorry  to  say  is  not  now  the  case. 

3d.  The  Stated  Conclaves  would  be  more  regular  and  the  officers  more  pro- 
ficient in  their  work. 

4th.  Every  Commandery  would  try  and  get  a  good  report  from  the  inspect- 
ing officer  at  least,  if  not  vie  with  each  other  for  the  best  record  in  the  State. 

I  could  go  on  and  name  many  other  advantages  to  be  derived  by  adopting 
this  system  of  inspection,  but  these  already  named  seem  to  me  sufficient.  I 
have  read  the  report  of  nearly  every  Grand  Commandery  in  the  United  States, 
and  all  who  refer  to  this  subject  speak  of  it  as  one  of,  if  not  the  best  method 
of  keeping  up  live,  active  Subordinate  Commanderies.  I  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration, the  remarks  of  Grand  Commander  Daniel  Smith,  of  Alabama  on 
inspection  and  official  visitation.  In  his  address  to  that  Grand  Commandery 
May  21, 1884,  he  says  : 

'^Sir  Knights,  I  regard  the  system  of  official  visitation  as  very  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  Masonic  bodies.  If  it  were  more  generally  practiced  we  would 
hear  less  of  forfeiture  of  charters  and  extinct  bodies,  but  they  should  never  be 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  Commandery  visited,  but  the   expense    should 
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always  be  borne  by  the  Grand  Officer  making  the  visit  or  the  Grand  body  he 
represents." 

I  folly  concur  in  and  endorse  the  above  opinion. 

Thus,  Sir  Knights,  have  I  briefly  passed  over  the  administrative  portions  of 
my  official  career  amongst  yon,  which,  if  not  brilliant,  has  been  earnest  and 
honest,  and  I  now  approach  the  speculative  period,  by  referring  to  the  past  for 
the  purpose  of  brightening  the  fatare.  It  has  long  since  passed  into  a  proverb 
that  "what  is  worth  doing  should  be  done  well.''  If  this  be  true  in  reference  to 
the  common  duties  of  life,  how  much  more  important  is  that  higher  sphere  of 
moral  obligation,  that  makes  ns  tme  and  gallant  Christian  Knights?  Are  we 
to-day  wielding  our  advantages,  individually  and  collectively,  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  renowned  and  beloved  Order  ?  Permit  me  to  say,  in  the  spirit  of 
that  truth,  which  makes  the  basis  of  our  splendid  superstructure,  that  we  are 
not.  What  mean  those  blanks  that  we  find  in  the  operation  of  our  beloved 
Order,  that  look  more  like  monuments  of  death,  than  the  vitalized  energies  of 
active  Commanderies  ?  While  we  have  some  live  and  active  Commanderies  in 
our  jurisdiction — like  beautiful,  green  landscapes  on  which  our  eyes  can  rest  in 
delight,  have  we  not  others,  that  bring  reflections  of  sadness  to  a  Knight  Tem~ 
plar's  heart?  An  Order  founded  upon  such  high,  enlightened  and  holy  pur- 
poses as  ours  should  shine  like  the  sun,  with  no  intervening  phases  of  darkness > 
but  be  ever  bright,  warm  and  cheering,  reflecting  and  refracting  its  genial  rays 
to  purify  and  regenerate  the  sordid  dross  of  our  moral  and  intellectual  natures. 
Can  this  be  the  case  with  Commanderies,  like  some  within  my  official  jurisdic- 
tion, whose  lights  have  gone  out,  whose  Asylums  are  deserted,  whose  insignia 
have  faded,  whose  representatives  no  longer  stand  the  embodiment  of  all  that  is 
noble  in  morals,  or  inspiring  in  Christianity  ?  What,  in  this  lethargic  con. 
dition,  shall  we  do,  Sir  Knights?  Can  we  be  satisfied  to  see  mildew  and  death, 
instead  of  live,  active  Commanderies  ?  There  is  not  a  Knight  Templar  before 
me  whose  heart  beats  with  the  pulsating  force  of  the  moral  life-blood  of  the 
Order  who  is  not  ready,  with  me,  to  join  hands  and  hearts  to  energize  and  re- 
cuperate every  Commandery  within  the  State  to  its  full  functions  of  privilege 
daty  and  power.  Then. let  us,  in  the  solemn  silence  of  our  original  vows,  with 
nnshaken  faith  in  the  final  conquest  of  the  nobler  attributes  of  Christian  life 
and  purpose,  as  demonstated  between  men  on  earth  and  especially  between 
Knights  Templar,  that  these  inactive  fires  shall  be  rekindled  and  be  touched 
with  a  brighter  flame  than  ever  threw  its  purifying  warmth  upon  the  earthly 
pathway  of  the  members  of  our  Order,  not  only  to  revive  and  resuscitate  the 
paryletic,  that  have  fallen  by  the  wayside,  but  extend  our  rightful  domain  of 
moral  and  religious  truth  until  it  compasses  every  Commandery  in  our  juris, 
tion. 

IM  BIBIIIORIAIII. 

One  of  the  saddest  offices  of  this  the  close  of  my  official  administration  is  to 
pay  tribute  to  our  honored  dead,  whose  symbols  of  authority  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  other  hands,  and  upon  me  now  rests  the  responsibility  of  presenting 
their  characters  to  you  as  they  lived  and  died. 

On  January  26, 1885,  Sir  Knight  FiiCsr  Coopbb  Mebobb,  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander, entered  into  his  final  rest  in  the  62d  year  of  his  age.    Sir  Knight  Mer- 
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oer  vas  raised  to  the  sablime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  Jalj  3d,  1846;  exalted 
t3  the  aagnst  Roval  Aroh  degree  December  17th,  1853;  and  was  Knighted  in 
Magnolia  Gommundery,  No.  2,  of  Yicksbarg.  He  was  present  and  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Mississippi,  at  which  time  he 
was  elected  Grand  Sword  Bearer.  In  1859  he  was  elected  Grand  Junior  War- 
den, Grand  Gaptain-General  in  1867,  and  Grand  Commander  in  1868.  A  life 
without  nsef  ainess  is  as  a  tree  in  the  midst  of  summer  without  foliage — it  may 
still  liTC,  but  the  evidences  are  too  occult  to  be  self -assuring;  not  so  was  the 
case  with  our  worthy  f rater.  Fleet  Gooper  Mercer.  When  a  man  dies  who  has 
been  a  zealous  Mason,  a  warm,  faithful  friend,  a  kind  neighbor,  a  just  citizen 
and  upright,  honest  man,  who  would  not  naturally  expect  him  to  be  a  kind,  in- 
dulgent father,  a  true  and  affectionate  husband,  and  ever  faithful  to  his  vows  of 
Christian  Knighthood?  Sir  Knight  Mercer  was  all  these,  and  what  more  can  I 
say  of  him?  Before  us  a  brotherhood  in  which  these  solid,  civic.  Masonic  and 
Christian  duties  rise  up  in  his  life  like  mountain  peaks  in  the  undulation  of 
topographical  place.  W*hat  more  could  or  should  I  say  of  him  to  place  him  in 
that  niche  of  character  beyond  suspicion  and  cavil?  So  I  present  him  in  that 
grand  group  of  magnificent  virtues,  that  fill  the  measure  of  his  individual  rep- 
utation, and  leaves  his  life  a  model  for  exemplification  in  our  relations  as  a 
united  Order.  Sir  Knight  Mercer  was  no  star  of  Bethlehem,  to  lead  us  to  the 
source  of  light  and  duty,  but  he  was  a  man  on  whom  the  gentle  and  tranquil 
rays  of  that  star  that  rose  upon  the  plains  of  Judea  near  two  thousand  years 
ago,  had  left  its  lasting  lustre,  and  through  his  life  had  reflected  its  borrowed 
beauties.  Is  not  this  the  highest  type  of  frail  humanity  ?  Is  it  not  fit  for  us 
to  follow  and  imitate  as  best  we  can,  until  it  setb  to  rise  no  more,  in  unfading 
splendor  beyond  the  darkness  of  death  and  time  ?  So  here  lets  us  in  this 
Grand  Council  pause  and  drop  a  tear  to  his  memory,  and  pledging  our  honor 
that  not  only  his  memory  shall  not  fade  or  his  orphans  shall  not  buffer  while  a 
true  Knight  Templar  lives  to  keep  alive  one  and  protect  another. 

While  the  death-roll  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  1884  is  unusually 
small,  it  includes  some  who  were  strong  pillars  in  the  Order.  At  the  last 
Grand  Conclave  appropriate  tributes  were  paid  to  the  memories  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  William  Fbemch  and  Sir  James  M.  Howbt,  Life-Honorary  mem- 
ber of  this  Grand  Body,  who  died  in  1884;  and  a  memorial  page  appears  in  the 
transactions  of  that  year,  to  perpetuate  the  honored  name  of  Sir  H.  £.  Wag- 
neb,  Fast  Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  who  died  on  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1884.  Sir  James  Shelton,  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Mississippi,  No. 
1,  died  at  Waukesha,  Wisconsin  on  the  1st  September  last.  He  was  a  true,  gal- 
lant and  courteous  Knight,  and  filled  the  station  of  Grand  Sword  Bearer  in 
1881.  Sir  F.  F.  Fowler,  of  Rosalie,  No.  6,  and  Sir  N.  M.  Gooch,  of  DeMolay, 
No.  8,  are  reported  as  having  closed  their  earthly  pilgrimage  during  'the  year 
1884 — making  six  in  all  who  will  never  again  meet  with  us  in  time.  Let  us  hope 
that  we  may  all  meet  them,  and  receive  their  greeting,  when  we,  too,  shall  cross 
the  river,  and  oar  weary  feet  shall  press  the  other  shore. 

I  have  been  advised  by  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  A.  A.  Tufts,  Grand  Commander  of  Arkan- 
sas, of  the  death  of  Sir  W'm.  H.  Howes,  our  Representative  at  that  Grand  Juris- 
tion,  which  sad  event  occurred  at  Forest  City  on  the  27th  February  last.  His 
remains  were  taken  to  Wisconsin  for  interment.     **Sir  Kt  Howes  was  a  true 
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Knight,  in  eyery  sense  of  the  word."  I  recommend  that  such  further  mention 
be  made  of  the  death  of  these  beloved  f  raters,  through  a  committee  or  other- 
wise, as  may  seem  appropriate. 

OOMCIiUSION. 

Sir  Knights,  soon  the  gavel  of  authority  which  by  your  partialityyou  placed 
in  my  hands  one  year  ago,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  keeping  of  an  abler  and 
more  worthy  f rater,  but  none  more  anxious  to  see  the  Order  rise  and  shine 
before  the  world  with  more  splendid  and  brilliant  exhibitions  of  moral  and 
Christian  power. 

In  all  history,  men  of  all  degrees  of  excellence  have  stepped  forward  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  their  thoughts,  their  rights,  their  creeds  and  their 
unions.  Amongst  the  Hebrews,  we  read  of  Moses;  amongst  the  Egyptians,  a 
Thotmes;  amongst  the  Persians,  a  Zoroaster;  and  amongst  the  Christians, 
greater  than  any  of  these,  an  impetuous  Peter,  an  amiable  John  and  intrepid 
Paul;  and  in  the  roll  of  ages  amongst  the  founders  of  our  Order,  Jaque  De- 
Molay  will  stand  upon  the  pages  of  history,  great  in  purpose,  wise  in  council, 
and  heroic  in  death. 

Where  I  shall  be  in  the  future  with  you,  my  beloved  friends  and  Sir  Knights, 
I  do  not  know,  but  wherever  I  am  you  will  see  one  of  your  humblest  and  most 
faithful  co-workers.  What  the  future  shall  have  in  store  for  us  does  not  depend 
apon  you  or  me  alone,  but  upon  the  united,  honest,  earnest,  intelligent  efforts  of 
the  Order.  Individually  we  are  but  a  point  of  space  or  drop  of  an  ocean,  but  in 
the  spirit  of  the  High  behest  of  our  Grand  Commandery,  faithful  exemplars 
of  our  precepts  in  theory  and  our  duty  in  practice.  Is  there  one  Knight  Tem- 
plar before  me  who  will  not  join  hands  and  hearts  on  this  plain,  simple  but  in- 
controvertible proposition.  The  right  we  will  ever  sustain,  the  wrong  we  will 
ever  oppose,  standing  by  each  other  in  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  to  make  us  better 
and  stronger,  so  that  we  can  fill  our  day  of  probation  as  a  faithful  ^'hireling*' 
in  order  that  we  meet  again  on  that  brighter  and  fairer  shore  where  trials  end 
and  a  happy  eternity  dawns.  That  this  may  be  our  individual  and  united  for- 
tunes is  the  prayer  of  your  Grand  Commander,  who  new  strikes  in  authority 
the  last  tone  of  the  gavel  that  he  surrenders,  not  only  without  dishonor,  but 
hoping  that  it  will  survive  the  ages  to  come,  with  increasing  authority  until  the 
coun-tersign  is  echoed  beyond  the  grave. 

Courteously  submitted, 

W.  P.  TOWLER,  Grand  Commnnder, 


On  motion,  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  was  referred  to 
theCommitte  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  reports  and  ac- 
oovnte,  and  the  same  having  been  read,  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee;  and  so  much  of  the  Grand  Recorder's  report  as  relates  to 
the  term  of  office  of  Grand  Representative,  and  the  communication  from  Grand 
Commandery  of  New  York,  were  referred  to  Committee  oa  Templar  Law. 
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Report  of  grand  Recorder. 

Jaokbon,  Jane  23, 1885. 
2b  t?ie  M.'.  E,\  Grand  C§mmandery  of  Mississippi : 

I  beg  leave  to  sabipit  my  Fifteenth  Annnal  Report.  The  total  receipts  are 
as  follows: 

Magnolia  Commanderj,  No.  2,  Dues  1883 $96  00 

Lexington            "              "    3,      "      188S 39  00 

Holly  Springs     '^              "    4,      "      1883 66  00 

Rosalie                 "              "    5,      "      1888 42  00 

StCyr                 "              "    6,      "      1883 23  00 

Winona                "              "    7,      «      1883 23  00 

DeMolay              "              "    8,      "      1883 26  00 

Ivanhoe                "              "10,      "      1883 33  00 

Canton                 "              "12,      "      1883 18  00 

OoenrdeLion     "              "13,      "      1883 16  00 

Grenada               "              "16,      "      1883 66  00 

Sir  John  Riley,  of  Kosciasko  Oommandery,  No.  11,  daes., 1  00 

Total  receipts $448  00 

Mississippi  Gommandery,  No.  l,owe8  a  balance  on  daes  of  1882,  $36.00;  daes 
of  1883,  $46.00,  and  no  Return  or  dues  for  1884.  This  being  the  Oommandery 
in  which  your  Grand  Recorder  holds  membership,  he  regrets  the  duty  of  calling 
attention  to  such  delinquency,  but  submits  the  same  for  your  action. 

Kosciusko  Oommandery  has  not  held  a  meeting  in  two  or  more  years,  and 
I  recommend  that  its  charter  be  declared  forfeited. 

The  Returns  of  10  Oommanderies  received,  show  onlj  6  Orders  conferred 
during  1884;  in  previous  year,  26. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  the  formation  of  a  new  Oommandery  at 
Macon,  which  Sir  Knights  Boon,  Brannin,  Barkley  and  others  have  been  agi- 
tating for  some  time. 

A  recent  communication  from  Sir  Wm.  Richards,  residing  at  Satartia,  indi- 
cates a  desire  for  a  Oommandery  at  Tazoo  Oity. 

The  business  of  this  office  has  been  exceedingly  light  during  the  past  year. 
The  commissions  issued  are  fully  noted  in  the  report  of  the  R.'.  £.'.  Grand 
Oommander,  who  Las  been  very  industrious  in  filling  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
Grand  Representative  for  and  to  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

In  this  connection,  I  call  your  attention  to  Decision  No.  12  on  page  17  of 
our  present  Oode  of  Statutes:  "Oommissions  to  Grand  Representatives  at 
other  Grand  Oommanderies  are  for  life,  unless  sooner  revoked  by  the  Grand 
Oommandery."  In  many  of  the  Jurisdictions  the  term  of  office  of  Grand 
Representative  is  fixed  at  three  years.  If  the  incumbent  is  acceptable,  his 
commission  is  renewed;  if  not,  whatever  of  compliment  there  is  in  the  matter 
can  be  extended  to  another  who  may  prove  more  efficient,  without  the  disagre- 
able  necessity  of  "revoking"  a  commission. 

In  the  publication  of  last  Proceedings,  I  included,  without  your  special 
authority,  the  Oonstitution,  Rules,  Edicts,  By-Laws,  etc.,  and  Oode  of  Statutes 
of  Grand  Encampment.  There  had  been  no  Oode  of  Templar  Law  printed  since 
1874.    While  the  matter  was  in  type,  I  printed  300  copies  in  separate  pamphlet 
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form,  with  a  fall  index.  This  has  added  aboat  $90.00  to  yoar  printing  expense 
for  1664.    I  submit  the  matter  for  your  approval. 

The  Annnal  Report  to  Grand  Encampment,  for  1884,  was  duly  forwarded, 
with  Grand  Encampment  does  $18.15. 

On  the  16th  Angnst  last,  I  forwarded  to  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Daniel  Smith,  Mobile, 

Grand  Representative  Grand  Encampment,  a  report  as  to  the  organization  of 

this  Grand  Body;  its  present  numerical  strength,  financial  condition,  prospects, 
etc. 
I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  the  action  of  the 

Grand  Oommandery  of  New  York  proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  Oon- 

stitution  of  the  Grand  Encampments,  on  which  they  invite  an  expression  from 

this  Grand  Body. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder, 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

1884.  Db. 

June    4.    To  balance  this  date $146  58 

1885. 
June  24.    To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date 448  00 

$591  58 
Ob. 

By  part  funeral  expenses  Fast  Grand  Commander  French $  50  00 

By  Pay-Roll  of  Representatives  at  Grand  Conclave 116  95 

By  Grand  Encampment  dues  to  July  1,  1884 18  15 

By  Proceedings  and  other  printing  to  date 241  50 

By  Salary  of  Grand  Recorder  1884 50  00 

By  Postage  and  express  charges  from  last  Grand  Conclave  to  date 16  40 

By  Appropriation  for  Foreign  Correspondence  Report,  (paid  to  Mrs. 

French  by  request  of  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  chairman  committee).    25  00 

$498  00 
On  hand,  to  balance 73  58 

$591  58 
Courteously  submitted, 

N.  S.  WALKER,  Orand  Treasurer. 


The  Grand  Oommandery  was  then,  at  12  o'clock,  declared  adjourned  until  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 


3   O'CLOOK   P.   If. 

The  Grand  Oommandery  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present  as 
before,  with  the  addition  of — 
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LbZIMQTON  GOMliAMDBBT,   No.  8— 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  G.  C,  £m.  Commander. 
Sir  P.  A.  Lindholm,  GeneraliBsimo. 
Sir  W.  T.  Johnson,  Captain-General. 
Sir  Cass  Oltenbnrg,  P.  E.  C. 

BKFOBT  ON   UMFIMI8HBD  BUfilNBSS. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  reoeired  and  adopted  ; 

To  the  R.\  E.\  Orand  Commandery : 

We,  yonr  Committee  on  Unfinished  Basiness  respectfully  report  the  follow- 
ing, to-wit  : 

Decisions  of  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  were  not  acted  upon.  Committee  on 
Templar  Law  asking  until  this  Conclave  to  report. 

On  page  15,  the  decisions  of  R.'.  £.*.  G.*.  C*.  in  reference  to  dispensations  : 
to  ballot  without  waiting  the  usual  time,  also  to  elect  officers. 

Page  20 — Recommendation  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  G.'.  C*.  in  reference  to  exchange 
of  Representatives,  also  as  to  Malta  ritual. 

J.   H.   GOBDON, 

T.  H.  Walkbb, 
Fbank  Hawkins,  Sb., 

Committee. 

DOINGS   OF   GBAND  OFFIOEBS. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  R,\  E:.  Grand  Commandei'y  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  R.\  E.\  Grand 
Commander  for  distribution  of  topics,  would  respectfully  report  that  they  ap- 
prove the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  the  matter  of  election  of  officers 
by  Holly  Springs  and  Lexington  Commanderies  out  of  time.  Dispensations 
in  such  cases  are  not  necessary,  being  clearly  provided  for  by  Article  III  of  the 
By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

We  approve  his  action  in  granting  a  dispensation  to  Lexington  Commandery 
for  election  of  officers  at  other  than  a  stated  meeting,  the  reasons  for  granting 
same  being  in  our  opinion  sufficient. 

We  also  respectfully  approve  his  acts  in  the  appointment  of  Grand  Repres- 
entatives between  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  other  of  our  sister  Grand  Bodies. 

With  reference  to  the  new  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota,  we  recommend  the 
adoption  ef  the  following: 

Keaolvedy  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  hereby  extends  frater- 
nal greeting  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota,  and  heartily  welcomes  her 
to  the  sisterhood  of  State  Grand  Commanderies. 

We  favor  the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Commander's  suggestion  relative  to  offi- 
cial visitations,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  for  the  purpose  of  districting  the  State  and  putting  the  matter 
into  effective  shape. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  fraternal  dead  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three. 

We  recommend  that  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  New  York  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  and  forwarded  to  the  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  to  be  laid  before  this 
Grand'^Body,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

We  commend  the  elevated  sentiments  and  words  of  wisdom  contained  in  the 
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Qrand  Commander's  address,  and  feel  that  a  closer  adherence  to  them  would 

materially  add  to  the  welfare  of  the  Order  in  Mississippi. 

Ghas.  M.  Ebwin, 
j.  h.  gobdon, 
J.  J.  Hatxs, 

Committee. 

BEPOBT   ON   TBMPIiAB   LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report : 

To  the  R,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Yonr  committee  haye  the  honor  to  report  for  the  year  1884,  that  they  have 
carefully  examined,  that  part  of  Grand  Commander  Romberger's  addrees  re- 
ferred to  them  by  yonr  Grand  Body,  and  find  that  the  Grand  Commander,  in 
his  decisions  and  opinions,  has  not  only  given  the  law,  but  correctly  expound- 
ed the  same. 

Yonr  committee  most  cordially  agree  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Commander,  as  to  tenure  of  representation  to  this  Grand  Commandery  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissions  of  all  Representatiyes  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery near  other  Grand  Commanderies,  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  1886, 
and  that  thereafter  all  similar  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
succeeding  Triennial  Conclave. 

We  beg  further  to  report,  that  we  agree  with  Grand  Commander  Romberger, 
as  to  the  law  as  to  dispensations,  as  set  forth  in  his  address;  and  recommend 
the  Grand  Commandery  to  amend  the  rules  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  so  as 
to  conform  to  that  set  forth  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  as 
eaggested  by  Grand  Commander  Romberger,  and  recommend  for  the  future, 
strict  adherence  thereto — to-wit  :  That  dispensations  can  be  asked  for  only  by 
vote  of  Commandery,  but  a  majority  vote  is  bufficient. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  further  report,  that  the  suggestions  from  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  New  York,  be  respectfully  referred  to  the 
Representatives  of  this  Grand  Body,  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  next  Conclave. 

Resolved,  That  the  ritual  of  the  Knights  of  Malta,  as  issued  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment having  been  received  and  distributed  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  that 
this  Grand  Commandery  do  adopt  the  same,  as  the  ritual  of  work,  for  all  Com- 
manderies under  the  same. 

Respectfully  reported,  B.  A.  Vaughan, 

J.   L.    POWBB, 

H.    M.    ROMBBBOBB, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  resolutions  and  recommendations 
accompanying  same  were  agreed  to. 

Sir  Chas«  M.  Erwin  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor. 
respondence,  which  was  received  and  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 

BXPOBT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

To  the  R,',  E.'.  Qrand  Gofnmandery  : 

We  your  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  ex- 
amined the  reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  same  to 
be  correct.  B.  A.  Vauohan, 

T.  H.  Walkeb, 

R.    HiGBGATE, 

Committee. 
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On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  Programme  as  pnblished  by  Winona 
Oommandery  for  this  Grand  Conolave,  was  accepted  and  approyed,  as  follows: 

PROGRAMME. 


WEDNESDAY. 

MOBNINO. 

Opening  Grand  Gommandery  in  Asylum 9  a.  m. 

Devotional  Offices  at  the  Methodist  Ghnrch 103^^2  ^'  °^- 

AFTEBNOON. 

Business  in  Asylam 3  p.  m* 

ETENINO. 

Conferring  Orders  in  Asylum 8  p.  m. 

Banquet  at  the  Moore  House 10  p.  m. 

THURSDAY. 

MOBHIMO. 

Business  in  Asylum 9  a.  m. 

AFTEBNOON. 

Business  in  Asylum 3  p.  m. 

Installation  of  Officers  at  Methodist  Church 5  p.  m. 

ETENINO. 

Musical  and  Literary  Entertainment,  Witty 's  Hall 8  p.  m^ 

The  following  communication  was  read  : 

Winona  Female  (Joklegb,      ) 
June  24th,  1885.  ) 

The  Faculty  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Winona  Female  College  cordially 
invite  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  Knight  Templars  of  Mississippi  to  attend 
the  Commencement  Exercises  at  Witty's  Hall,  on  Thursday,  the  25th  inst.,  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M. ;  also,  to  attend  at  the  same  place,  the  Literary  and  Musical  en- 
tertainment on  Thursday  night,  at  8  o'clock  p.  u. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MiiiTON  E.  Baoon, 

President  of  College. 
Fbank  Hawkins,  Sb., 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  Sir  T.  H.  Walker  requested  to 
notify  Prof.  Bacon  accordingly. 
Sir  B.  A.  Yaughan  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Whebbab,  Information  having  been  received  of  invasion  of  the  Grand  Juris- 
diction, by  a  Subordinate  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  having 
conferred  the  orders  on  certain  companions  residing  in  this  jurisdiction;  that 
the  Grand  Commandery  respectfully  request  the  Grand  Commander  to  com- 
municate all  the  facts  relative  thereto  to  the  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee, 
and  request  information  thereon. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following  Special  Committees: 
FbatebnaIj  Dead — Sirs  C.  Oltenberg,  N.  S.  Walker,  T.  H.  Walker. 
To  DisTBiOT  THE  State — Jas.4T.  Meade,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  B.  A.  Yaughan,  L. 
Bailey,  H.  M.  Romberger. 

BEPOBT   OF   COMailTTEE  ON    APPEALS. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted  : 
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To  the  IL\  E,\  Grand  Commandery: 

We,  jouT  Committee  on  Appeals  beg  leaye  to  report  that  there  is  no  business 
before  us.  R.  Highoatx, 

J.  J.  Hayes, 
R.  A.  Owen, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Kt.  Vanghan,  the  Grand  Commandery  prooeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Grand  Officers — Sirs  J.  T.  Meade  and  H.  M.  Romberger  having  been  ap- 
pointed as  Tellers.    The  several  ballotings  resulted  as  follows  : 

Sib  John  H.  Gobdon Port  Gibson Grand  Commander. 

Sib  B.  a.  Vauqhan Columbus Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sib  N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson Grand  Generalissimo. 

8iB  Jas.  J.  Hayes Yicksburg Grand  Captain-General. 

Sib  Jas.  T.  Meade Lexington Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Powbb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  T.  H.  Walkeb Winona Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  R.  Hiohoate Grenada Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sib  J.  T.  Lay Winona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  T.  W.  Whitsby Water  Valley ....  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  Cass  OiiTekbubg Lexington Grand  Warder. 

On  motion  the  election  of  Grand  Prelate  and  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 
was  deferred  until  after  the  selection  of  place  and  time  for  next  Grand  Con- 
clave, which  was  made  the  first  special  order  for  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then,  at  6  o*clock,  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 

[At  night,  the  members  of  Grand  Commandery  assisted  in  conferring  th& 
Orders  on  a  candidate  in  the  Asylum  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7.  After 
which,  participated  in  a  sumptuous  banquet  tendered  by  the  citizens,  at  which 
a  pleasant  company  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Winona  were  present — a 
notable  feature  of  this  occasion  being  the  presence  of  women  and  the  absence- 
of  wine.] 


SECOND    D^Y. 


Thubsday,  June  25,  1885. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present  as  ox» 
yesterday. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Sir  Geo.  C.  Myers,  E.  C.  of  Holly  Springs- 
Commandery,  No.  4,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  owii^  to  sickness  in  hifr 
family. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  took  up  the  special  order,  to-wit:  the  place 
and  time  of  next  Grand  Conclave;  whereupon,  the  City  of  Jackson  was  selected 
as  the  place,  and  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  next  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  as  the  time  for  next  Grand  Conclave. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Prelate 
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«nd  Grand  Captain  of  the  Gaard  for  the  ensuing  year;  thereupon  Sir  W.  P. 
Browne,  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  was  elected  Grand  Prelate,  and  Sir 
John  M.  Cain,  of  Miseissippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  was  elected  Grand  Captain 
of  the  Guard. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Erwin  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  instmcted  to  hereafter  send  a  copy  of 
the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery  each  year,  to  the  Jnnior  Past 
Grand  Commander  of  each  Grand  Jurisdiction  with  which  we  are  in  corres- 
pondence, and  we  would  respectfully  request  a  like  courtesy  in  return. 

BXPOBT  OF   GOMMITTES  ON   FBAT£BNA.I<   DEAD. 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted: 

*    To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead,  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  beg  leave  to 
report  that  finding  such  honorable  mention  by  the  Grand  Commander  in  kis 
report  on  departed  f raters,  your  committee  feel  it  unnecessary  to  add  or  say 
more.  Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Oltenbubo, 
N.  S.  Wauueb, 

T.   H.    WAI.KBB, 

Committee. 

The  "Grand  Recorder  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Whbbeas,  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  has  failed  to  make  Return  or  pay 
dues  to  this  Grand  Commandery  for  three  years,  and  is  reported  to  be  in  a 
hopelessly  dormant  condition;  therefore, 

jResolved,  That  the  charter  of  said  Commandery  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  forfeited;  and  that  Sir  John  Riley,  the  last  E.'.  C.'.  of  said  Command- 
ery, be  appointed  Receiver  thereof,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  Grand 
Recorder  a  statement  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  said  Commandery. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to  issue  certificates  to  such 
members  of  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  as  appear  in  the  last  Return 
thereof  made  to  this  Grand  Commandery. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  of  thanks  for 
<jourtesies  tendered  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  report  same  immediately 
after  installation  of  Grand  Officers.  The  R.".  E.\  Grand  Commander  appoint- 
ed as  such  Committee :  Sirs  R.  A.  Owen,  B.  A.  Vaughan  and  Jas.  T.  Meade. 

On  motion,  Sirs  J.  J.  Hayes  and  J.  L.  Power  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
transportation  for  next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave. 

The  hour  of  ten  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to 
Witty's  Hall  to  witness  the  Commencement  Exercises  of  Winona  Female  Col- 
lege. 

At  12:30  the  Grand  Commandery  returned  to  the  Asylum,  and  adjourned 

until  half-past  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTHRNOOM   SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Committee  on  Districting  the  State  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 
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JbtheB.',  S.:  Grand  Oommaindery^  MUtistippi: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  distrioting  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  assigning  inspectors  thereto,  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
State  be  divided  into  four  Districts,  as  follows  : 

District,  No.  1 — ^to 'embrace  Mississippi  Commanderj,  No.  1,  Lexington  Oom- 
manderj.  No.  2,  Canton  Gommandery,  No.  12. 

District,  No.  2 — to  embrace  DeMolay  Gommandery,  No.  8,  Ivanhoe  Gom- 
mandery, No.  10. 

District,  No.  8 — to  embrace  Holly  Springs  Gommandery,  No.  4,  St.Cyr  Gom- 
mandery, No.  6,  Winona  Gommandery,  No.  7,  Grenada  Gommandery,  No.  16. 

District,  No.  4 — to  embrace  Rosalie  Gommandery,  No.  5,  Goenr  de  Lion  Gom- 
mandery, No.  18,  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2. 

Respectfully  sobmitted. 

Jab.  T.  Mbadx, 
h.  m.  roicbbbobb, 
B.  A.  Vauohan, 
L.  Baxlst, 

Gommittee. 

Sir  Kt.  Erwin  suggested,  in  view  of  the  threatened  inclemency  of  the  weatheri 
and  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Gommandery  has  seyeral  times  appeared  in  public, 
that  the  installation  of  Grand  officers  take  place  in  the  Asylum.    Agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Rttdved^  That  the  Ghairman  of  the  Gommittee  on  Foreign  Gorrespondence 
shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  preparing  the  report  sub- 
mitted to  this  Grand  Gonclave;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  shall  be 
annually  appropriated  for  the  preparation  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Gorres- 
pondence. 

The  following  amounts  were  placed  on  the  desk  of  Grand  Recorder  as  con- 
tributions to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  at  Natchez  : 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  for  Lexington  Gommandery,  No.  8,. . , $10  00 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  for  Gosur  de  Lion  Gommandery,  No.  13 10  00 

Sir  B.  A.  Yaughan,  personal 5  00 

Sir  J.  J.  Hayes,  personal 5  00 

*Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  personal 5  00 

The  hour  of  5  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  several  Grand  Officers  elected  were 
duly  installed  by  Grand  Gommander  W.  P.  Towler,  except  Sir  Cass  Oltenbtirg, 
Grand  Warder  elect,  and  Sir  J.  M.  Cain,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  elect, 
who  were  absent.  • 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following  Standing  Commit- 
tees : 

TsifPLAB  Law — Jas.  T.  Meade,  B.  A.  Yaughan,  W.  G.  Benbiook. 
FoBxioN  GosBBSPOMDBMOB — £.  Geo.  DsLsp,  Chairman;  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  H* 
M.  M.  Romberger. 

Inspbotobs — Division,  No.  I — Sir  J.  J.  Hayes. 

Division,  No.  2— Sir  B.  A.  Yaughan. 
Division,  No.  3— Sir  J.  T.  Meade. 
Division,  No.  4^Sir  N.  S.  Walker. 

The  Gommittee  to  report  an  expression  of  thanks  for  courtesiep,  submitted 
the  following  : 
To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Omnumdery  of  MisHtHppi: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  delegated  the  pleasing  duty  of  expressing  the 
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feelings  of  this  Grand  Body,  for  the  fraternal  welcome  and  friendly  hospitality 
extended  to  ns  dnrinsr  oar  sojonrn  here,  would  conrteonsly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolntions  : 

Metolvedy  1st,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  are  hereby  cordially  ten- 
dered to  the  gallant  Sir  Knights,  the  fair  women  and  bra'^e  men  of  Winona  for 
their  efforts  to  promote  our  pleasure  while  here. 

2d,  That  we  appreciate  the  mnsic  rendered  by  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  dioir  daring  our  opening  church  services,  and  hereby  return  our  thanks  for 
the  same. 
V  3d,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 

pastor  and  officers  of  the  ^'Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,"  for  its  use  dur- 
ing our  devotional  offices. 

4th.  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  Prof.  Bacon  and  the  young  ladies  of  the 
Winona  Female  College,  for  the  literary  and  musical  entertainment  tendered  Us. 

5th.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and  are  hereby 
tendered  to  R'..  E.*.  Sir  and  P.*.  G.'.  C.'.  W.  P.  Towler,  for  the  zealous  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  all  his  duties  during  his  official 
term. 

6th.  That  we  are  under  obligations  to  the  Winona  Band  for  excellent  music, 
and  to  the  several  railroads  for  the  courtesy  of  reduced  rates  for  this  occasion. 

7th.  That  the  papers  of  Winona  be  requested  to  publish  the  foregoing. 

R.  A.  OW£N, 

B.  A.  Yaughan, 
Jas.  T.  Mbadx, 

Committee. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  in  due 

form,  to  meet  at  Jackson,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1886,  at  10 

o^dock  A.  M. 

JNO.  H.  GORDON, 
Attsbt  :  Gband  Coumandeb, 


Gband  Rboobdeb. 
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RETURNS  OF 

SUBORMNATE  COMMANDERIES, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27. 1884. 

(INCLUDING  OFFICERS   FOR  1885.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1— Jaomon,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  GondaYes,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 
Offiobba  fob  1885. 

Matt.  F.  Ash,  p.  b.  c '.  E.  ( '.  H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  b.  o Treasurer. 

Robert  Bradley Gren'o.  Oliyer  Clifton,  p.  o.  o Recorder. 

Wm.  S.  Hamilton CO.  Jas.  R.  Terser St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  x.  o Prelate.  Jones  S.  Hamilton Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  p.  e.  o S.  W.  John  MoGill,  p.  s.  o Warder. 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  John  S.  Gain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Gowandbbs — ^Thos.  Palmer,  John  T.  Back,  R.  L.  Saunders, 
John  A.  Webb. 

Mbmbbbs — W.  B.  Baldwin,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  Wm. 
H.  Gibbs,  Geo.  T.  Graoey,  Wells  G.  Harrell,  G.  J.  Henck,  J.  R.  HoUoman,  Jas. 
A.  Hoskins,  Dayid  Johnson.  Wirt  Johnston,  Geo.  Jjemon,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Lather 
Manship,^^R.  F.  MoGill,  Jas.'M.  McKee,  J.  H.  Monfonrt,  — .  Pendergrast,  G. 
Smalshaf,  John  M.  Smylie,  Wm.  B.  Taylor,  W.  H.  Tegarden.— Total  88. 

Died— John  A.  Galbreath,  Sr.,  August  28, 1884;  James  Shelton,  p.  s.  0.,  Sep- 
tember 1, 1884;  N.  Greener,  in  Galveston,  Tex.,  1883. 

Dues  to  Grand  Gommandery $38.00 


MAGNOLIA  GOMMANDERY,  No.  2— Yicxsbubo,  Wabbxn  Gountt. 

Regular  Gonclayes,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1880. 

Wm.  M.  Ghamberlin E.  G.    H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

Martin  Marshall Gen'o.    Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  b.  0 Recorder. 

Vincent  Bonelli G.  G.    Gharles  Peine St.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  b.  o.  a  p.  o.  0 . .  Prelate.    B.  E .  S.  Bonelli Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  D.  Miles,  p.  B.  o S.  W.    T.  G.  Birchett,  p.  e.  c Warder. 

F.  Speed,  p.  b.  c J.  W.    WilUam  Murray Sentinel. 

Pabt  Emibbnt  GoiacANDBB— W.  S.  Patton,  p.  o.  o. 

Membbbs— F.  M.  Andrews,  Jos.  H.  Beresf  ord,  G.  W.  Bookout,  S.  H.  Ghildress 
£.  G.  GarroU,  W.  W.  Gampbell,  R.  L.  Dunn,  G.  G.  Floweree,  F.  M.  Featherston' 
E.  G.  Grant,  G.  W.  Gibson,  T.  J.  Harper,  I.  Hardy,  H.  V.  Horton,  J.  L.  Hebron 
J.  J.  Hayes,  R.  £.  Harris,  W.  S.  Harris,  J.  E.  Halbert,  G.  M.  Klein,  W.  G.  Kiger* 
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W.  W.  Lord,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Sr.,  M.  R.  Payne,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Jr.,  John  Pngh, 
Thomas  Rigby,  William  Richards,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Qeo.  H.  Rigby,  C.  A. 
Rice,  D.  A.  Ray,  Wm.  J.  Smith,  Oirard  Stitee,  Jno.  Schlottman,  C.  G.  Wright, 
—Total  49. 

Obdebs  Confsbbbd — Martin  Marshall,  B.  E.  S.  Bonelli,  Bolton  Smith,  W.  G. 
Kiger,  W.  W.  Campbell. 

DiMiTTED — Bolton  Smith. 

Died— William  French,  p.  o.  c,  April  28,  1784;  Joshna  T.  Heard,  December 
80,  1884. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — H.  Denio,  Jas.  H.  King»  W.  V.  Mc- 
Cray,  G.  G.  Manlove,  Charles  Pare,  Geo.  H.  Smith,  C.  E.  Thomas,  Wm.  M.  Vos- 
barg,  Chas.  H.  Wilder. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $74.00 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4  th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Offigebs  fob  1885. 

Jas.  T.  Meade E.  C.    R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

P.  A.  Lindholm Gen'o.    John  Belf ord Recorder. 

W.  T.  Johnson C.  G.    R.  H.  Montgomery St.  Bearer. 

L.  C.  Abbott Prelate.    J.  D.'Dabney Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  P.  Davis S.  W.    W.F.Cole Warder. 

C.  Oltenburg,  p.  b.  o J.  W.    W.  F.  Stigler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — G.  G.  Jones. 

Past  Gband  Commandeb — F.  C.  Mercer.    (Died  January  26,  1885.) 

Membebs — F.  Attneave,  John  Shaokleford,  E.  W.  Tarrant,  T,  W.  Wright. — 
Total  18. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — D.  H.  Allen,  M.  L.  Harman,  C.  T. 
Murphy,  D.  Mitchell,  B.  H.  McGee,  T.  W.  Smith. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18.00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4— Holly  Spbinos,  Mabshall  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offigebs  fob  1885. 

G.  C.  Myersj  p.  e.  o i .  E.  C.  A.  B.  McCrosky Treasurer. 

8.  D.  Hamilton Gen'o.  L.  B.  Mosby,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

S.  H.  Pryor C.  G.  J.  P.  Alvis St.  Bearer. 

A.  D.  Bailey Prelate.  Rob't  Roth Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  A.  Compton S.  W.  T.  L.  Bennett Warder. 

J.  P.  Cherry J.  W.  Thos.  Gregg Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — J.  T.  Fant,  J.  M.  Boon. 

Membebs — J.  H.  Athy,  R.  P.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Brooks,  J.  R.  Denty,  W.  J.  Falk- 
ner,  Fiank  Ferrell,  W.  S.  Featherston,  M.  G.  Hardin,  J.  B.  Johnson,  B.  T. 
Kimbrough,  J.  G.  Leach,  M.  H.  Leach,  J.  R.  McCarroU,  J.  M.  McDonald,  R. 
McGowan,  T.  J.  Malone,  R.  B.  Miller,  J.  H.  Morgan,  W.  H.  Newell,  T.  B.  Parker, 
H.  B.  Scrugg8,J.  W.  Stephenson,  R.  S.  St^b,  H.  B.  Whitehead,  £.  J.  Wilkerson, 
J.  L.  Wilson,  A.  Q.  Withers.—Total  41. 

Obdebs  Confebbed — M.  G.  Hardin.'*' 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $47.00 

*  By  some  unaccountable  means,  he  was  omitted  in  last  Returns.  Should 
have  been  included  in  188S  Returns. 
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ROSALIE  GOMMANDERY,  No.  6— Natohxz,  Adams  Countt. 

Regular  Conclaves,  let  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiokbs  fob  1885. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  o E.  0.  R.  S.  Dixon Treasurer* 

H.  G.  Norman Gen'o.  C.  F.  Merriok Recorder. 

8.  McDowell O.  G.  E.  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  o.  c Prelate.  G.  J.  Bahin Sw.  Bearer. 

O.  T.  Chamberlain,  p.  b.  o 8.  W.  C.  H.  Keim Warder. 

F.  8.  Shaw,  p.  E.  o J.  W.  A.  R.  Tyler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminbnt  Gommandbes — W.  H.  Stewart,  J.  A.  Dicks,  Q.  T.  Rehn. 

Mbmbbbs— T.  JefT.  Adams,  A.  Bahin,  J.  R.  Bledsoe,  G.  M.  Brown,  Henry 
Clarke,  L.  8.  Cornwall,  J.  8.  Douglass,  A.  V.  Davis,  A.  H.  Foster,  C.  F.  Farrar, 
Thomas  Grafton,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  James  Hardie,  G.  8.  G.  Unssey,  Joseph  Hahn, 
C.  S.  Kinney,  G.  W.  Koontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  F.  Learned,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  T.  Q. 
Mnnce,  Wm.  Noonan,  Jacob  Peebles,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  W .  L, 
Wells,  F.  K.  Winchester,  E.  L.  Whitney.     Total  43. 

AffiijIated — C.  H.  Keim. 

Reinstaied — A.  V.  Davis. 

Died— F.  F.  Fowler,  January  29,  1884. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery |43  00 


ST.  GYR  GOMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water    Valley,    Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offiores  fob  1886. 

W.  C.  Shackleford,  p.  e.  o E.  C.    J.  F.  Duff Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles Gen*o.  H. M.  Romberger, p.  e. o.,  p. o. c. Rec*r. 

S.  B.  Brown C.  G.    J.  B.  Hudspeth St.  Bearer. 

F.  W,  Weatherby Prelate.    Joel  Groom,  p.  b.  o Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Pate,  p.  B.0 8.  W.     Dan.  T.  Fry Warder. 

Harry  Gibbous,  p.  e.  c J.  W.    T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  e.  c Sentinel. 

Past  Eiciment  Gommandebs — J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  o. 

Mbmbbbs— J.  L.  Eskridge,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  J.  L.  Kirby,  W.  P.  Painter,  W.  F. 
ralmer,  D.  R.  Wagner,  J.  F.  White,  L.  R.  Wilson,  P.  D.  Woods— Total  22. 
Died— H.  E.  Wagaer,  February  24,  1884. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22  OO 


WINONA  COMMANDERY,  No.  7— Winona,  Montoomeby  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officebb  fob  1885. 

T.  H.  Walker .E.  C.  J.  T.  Lay Treasurer, 

Frank  Hawkins Gen'o.  Frank  Hawkins,  Jr Recorderr 

L.  Bailey C.  G.  V.  C.  Butt St.  Bearer. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate.  D.  L.  Sweatman Sw.  Bearer. 

G.S.Johnson 8.   W.  W.  H.  Bailey Warder. 

R.  D.  Palmer J.  W.  John  Killingsworth Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Gommandebs — J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P^  Turner,  G.  M.  Erwin* 
Membebb — J.  B.  Binford,  C.  H.  Campbell.  W.  H.  Johnson,  O.  J.  Moore,  J.  Y. 

Oliver,  G.  A.  Spivey,  A.  Vaugh,  D.  D.  Wilkins— Total  28. 

Dnes  to  Grand  Commandery 23  OO 
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DE  MOIAT  C01fMAJn>RRY,  No.  S—CaLrmmc%,  Jjomrnsm  Cocvn. 


Bcgalar  CondaiTcs,  4ili  Fiidaj  of  each  month. 
OmcKH  FOB  1885. 

B.  A.  Tsnghaii.  p.  cc K.C.  H.M.  Teasdale 

Jos.  E.  L^gh Geii*o.  Jos.  H.  Stcfrens Beoocder 

J.  8.Bilhips C.  G-  H.  Osborne Si. 

G.  W.  Cox,  F.  B.  c  p.  o.  c Prelate.  L.  L.  Goodrich Sw.Beazer 

E.T.  Sykes 8.  W.  J.  A.  Martin Warder, 

C.  Lee  Lincoln J.  W.  D.  D.  L.  Qoinn Sentinel. 

Mbmbos— A.  H.  Baridey,  G.  A.  ETan«,  J.  H.  Field.  X.  M.  Gooeh,*  B.  F.Hnd- 
son.  &  C.  Manger,  J.  W.  Soadr,  L.  M.  Tncker—Total  30. 
I>aanzi>— Jf.  H.  Lawrence. 

I>iiC8  to  Grand  Commandery $S0  00 


^Died  April,  1885 


lYAXHOE  COMMANDEBY,  No.  10— Okoi^sa,  CmcxAaAW  Cor^nnr. 

Begnlar  ConclaTes.  4th  Thnradaj  night  of  each  month. 

Officbbs  fob  1885. 

C.  C.  Boss E.  C.    T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

Z,  T.  Trioe Oen'o.    Jnot  P.  Porter Beoorder. 

Frank  Barkiti,  p.  a.  o C.  G.    A.  G.  Harkreader St.  Bearer. 

J.  W.  Bncbanan,  p.  b.  c Prelate.    J.  M.  Trioe Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  M.  Buchanan S.  W.    W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  b.  c. .  .Warder. 

E.  M.  Walker,  p.  b.  c J.  W.    Jno.  McCorlej SentineL 

Past  EioHBST  CoMMABnEB — P.  M.  Sayerj,  p.  o.  c 

Mbxbbbs— W.  B.  Barker,  B.  B.  Brannin,  S.  H.  Berge,  C.  W.  Bolton,  Jno.  S. 
Cobb,  Jr^  Newnan  Cajoe,  Thos.  E.  Cannon,  J.  L.  Finlej,  A.  H.  French,  C.  B. 
Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  H.  W.  Banter,  J.  B.  Johnson,  B.  V.  Mansion,  £.  L.  Sjkes, 
B,  8.  Trice,  Andrew  Wood.— Total  30. 
DnoTTBD — George  Marphj. 

SuBPEin>BD  FOB  Nob-Patmbit  OF  DuBS — J.  B.  Mcintosh,  B.  A.  P.  Selman,  B. 
M.  Toong. 

Baes  to  Grand  Commandery $36  00 


CANTON  COMMANDERT,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  Couktt. 

Begnlar  ConclaTes,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officbbs  fob  1885. 

Wtliiam  Priestley,  p.  b.  c E.  C.    Aogostos  N.  Parker Treasnrer. 

Bobert  H.  Hoffman. Gen*o.    J.  T.  Boyd Beeorder. 

John  T.  Cameron. C.  G.    John  B.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

lliomas  A«  Phillips Prelate.  John  Thomas  Priestley . .  .Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.  Mills S.  W.    Christian  Olsen Warder. 

John  W.  Teargain,  p.  b.  o J.  W.    L  W.  Ellis Sentinel. 

Mbmbbbs— W.  D.  Ferri^  D.  B.  Harris,  John  Hart,  J.  H.  Loekett,  L.  Schneider, 
George  W.  Thompson.— Total  18. 

Boes  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00 
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C(EUR  DbLION  COMMANDERY,  No.  18— Fobt  Gibson,  Ci^^ibobnb  Coumtt* 
Regular  ConclaveB,  let  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  18^5. 

R.  A.  Owen,  p.  b.  o B.  C.  N.  S.  Walker,  p.  b.  c Treasurer. 

F.  H.  Foote Gen'o.  Wm.  B.  Fnlkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G.  Chas.  Hoffer St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  b.  c Prelate.  Jno.  W.  Andrews Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  F.  Bnmet S.  W.  Wm.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  b.  o Warder. 

J.  H.  Gorden,  p.  b.  o.,  d.  o.  o.  . . .J.  W.  A.  Sager Sentinel. 

Mbmbbbs — A.  K.  Bnmet,  S.  M.  Briscoe,  Jno.  G.  Jones,  W.  B.  Lewis.r-Total 
16. 

Dnes  to  Grand  Gommandery $16  00 


GRENADA  GOMMANDERY,  No.  15~Gbbnada,  Gbbmada  County. 

Regular  Condayes,  Ist  Friday  of  each  month. 
Offiobbs  fob  1885. 

John  George E.  0.    J.  B.  Gage Treasurer. 

J.  G.  Longstreet Gton'o.    L.  R.  Turner Recorder. 

B.  G.  Adams,  Jr 0.  G.    R.  N.  Owens St.  Bearer. 

W.  F.  Towler,  a.  o.,  p.  b.  o . . .  .Prelate.    Wm.  McSwine Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  P.  Lake B.  W.    R.  Uighgate,  p.  b.  o Warder. 

W.  H.  FitzGerald J.  W.    Sydney  Kettle Sentinel. 

Past  Eminbnt  Commandbbs — G.  Y.  Freeman,  R.  A.  Armstead. 
Mbmbbbs— L.  B.  Bland,  J.  L.  Collins,  W.  C.  Chamberlin,  T.  M.  Kennedy,  R. 
M.  Parish,  Thos.  Phelan,  J.  J.  Slack,  John  Wright —Total  22. 
DiioTTED— C.  A.  Pardue,  H.  H.  McKee. 
SuBPBNDBD  FOB  Non-Patmbnt  OF  DuBS— B.  F.  Thomas,  E.  F.  Moore. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22  00 


14  PROOEEDINOS   OF  THE 

LBXmOTON   COMMAIIDBBT,   No.  8 — 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  Q.  C,  Em.  Oommander. 
Sir  P.  A.  Lindholm,  GeneralisBimo. 
Sir  W.  T.  Johnson,  Captain-General. 
Sir  Cass  Oltenbnrg,  P.  E.  G. 

BBFOBT  ON   UNFINI8HBD   BU8IMBB8. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  reoeired  and  adopted ; 

To  the  R,\  E.\  Qrand  Commandery : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Basiness  respectfally  report  the  follow- 
ing, to-wit : 

Decisions  of  R.'.  E/.  Grand  Commander  were  not  acted  upon.  Committee  on 
Templar  Law  asking  until  this  Conclave  to  report. 

On  page  15,  the  decisions  of  R.'.  E/.  G.'.  C.'.  in  reference  to  dispensations  : 
to  ballot  without  waiting  the  usual  time,  also  to  elect  officers. 

Page  20 — Recommendation  of  the  R.\  E.\  G.*.  C.  in  reference  to  exchange 
of  Representatives,  also  as  to  Malta  ritual. 

J.   H.   GOKDON, 

T.  H.  Walkbb, 
Fbank  Hawkins,  Sb., 

Committee. 

DOINGS   OF   OBAND   OFFICEBS. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  R.\  E.'.  Grand  Commandei'y  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  R.*.  £.'.  Grand 
Commander  for  distribution  of  topics,  would  respectfully  report  that  they  ap- 
prove the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  the  matter  of  election  of  officers 
by  Holly  Springs  and  Lexington  Commanderies  out  of  time.  Dispensations 
in  such  oases  are  not  necessary,  being  clearly  provided  for  by  Article  III  of  the 
By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

We  approve  his  action  in  granting  a  dispensation  to  Lexington  Commandery 
for  election  of  officers  at  other  than  a  stated  meeting,  the  reasons  for  granting 
same  being  in  our  opinion  sufficient. 

We  also  respectfully  approve  his  acts  in  the  appointment  of  Grand  Repres- 
entatives between  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  other  of  our  sister  Grand  Bodies. 

With  reference  to  the  new  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota,  we  recommend  the 
adoption  •f  the  following: 

Reeofvedf  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  hereby  extends  frater- 
nal greeting  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota,  and  heartily  welcomes  her 
to  the  sisterhood  of  State  Grand  Commanderies. 

We  favor  the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Commander's  suggestion  relative  to  offi- 
cial visitations,  and  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  for  the  purpose  of  districting  the  State  and  putting  the  matter 
into  effective  shape. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  fraternal  dead  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three. 

We  recommend  that  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  New  York  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  and  forwarded  to  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  to  be  laid  before  this 
Grand'^Body,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

We  commend  the  elevated  sentiments  and  words  of  wisdom  contained  in  the 
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Grand  Oommander's  address,  and  feel  that  a  closer  adherence  to  them  wonld 

materially  add  to  the  welfare  of  the  Order  in  Mississippi. 

Ghas.  M.  Ebwin, 
j.  h.  gobdok, 
J.  J.  Hatbs, 

Committee. 

BEPOBT   ON    TBMPIiAB   LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report : 

To  the  JR.',  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Tonr  committee  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  year  1884,  that  they  hare 
carefully  examined,  that  part  of  Grand  Commander  Romberger's  address  re- 
ferred to  them  by  yonr  Grand  Body,  and  find  that  the  Grand  Commander,  in 
his  decisions  and  opinions,  has  not  only  given  the  law,  bnt  correctly  expound- 
ed the  same. 

Your  committee  most  cordially  agree  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Commander,  as  to  tenure  of  representation  to  this  Grand  Commandery  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissions  of  all  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery near  other  Grand  Commanderies,  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  1886, 
and  that  thereafter  all  similar  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
succeeding  Triennial  Conclave. 

We  beg  further  to  report,  that  we  agree  with  Grand  Commander  Romberger, 
as  to  the  law  as  to  dispensations,  as  set  forth  in  his  address;  and  recommend 
the  Grand  Commandery  to  amend  the  rules  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  so  as 
to  conform  to  that  set  forth  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  as 
BQggested  by  Grand  Commander  Romberger,  and  recommend  for  the  future, 
strict  adherence  thereto — to-wit  :  That  dispensations  can  be  asked  for  only  by 
vote  of  Commandery,  but  a  majority  vote  is  bufficient. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  further  report,  that  the  suggestions  from  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  New  York,  be  respectf ally  referred  to  the 
Representatives  of  this  Grand  Body,  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  next  Conclave. 

Resolved^  That  the  ritual  of  the  Knights  of  Malta,  as  issued  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment having  been  received  and  distributed  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  that 
this  Grand  Commandery  do  adopt  the  same,  as  the  ritual  of  work,  for  all  Com- 
manderies under  the  same. 

Respectfully  leported,  B.  A.  Vaughan, 

J.   L.   POWBB, 

H.    M.    ROMBEBGEB, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  resolutions  and  recommendations 
accompanying  same  were  agreed  to. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor. 
respondence,  which  was  received  and  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 

BKPOBT  OF   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

To  the  R,\  E/,  Qrand  Oommandety : 

We  your  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  ex- 
amined the  reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  same  to 
be  correct.  B.  A.  Vauohan, 

T.  H.  Walkbb, 

R.    HlOHGATE, 

Committee. 
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To  the  J2.'.  E,'.  Chrand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  eabject  of  Fraternal  Correepon- 
dence  at  the  laat  Animal  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Body,  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following  Report: 

The  Chairman,  acting  for  the  Committee,  (as  we  believe  is  customary),  has 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  with  the  time  and  space  at  his  disposal,  reviewed  the 
Proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Jarisdictions,  being  all,  except  England  and 
Wales,  Louisiana  and  New  '!iCork,  which  did  not  come  to  hand. 

That  his  work  is  far  from  perfect,  the  Chairman  is  keenly  sensible,  bat  he 
wonld  plead  in  extenuation  that  it  is  his  first  offense,  and  in  all  probability 
will  be  his  last. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  has  been  impossible  to  submit  the  report  to  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee  before  presenting  it,  and  they  must  be  held 
guiltless  of  its  imperfections. 


ALABAMA~1884. 


The  Twenty -fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Montgomery,  May  21, 1884. 
Sir  Daniel  Smith,  G.  C.  presiding. 

Present,  the  representatives  of  seven  subordinates,  two  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, and  ten  Grand  Representatives,  Mississippi  not  among  them. 

ADDBSSS. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Smith  is  a  plain,  practical,  sensible  docu- 
ment. 

He  reports  the  appointment  of  quite  a  number  of  Grand  Representatives, 
but  remarks  that  two  Grand  Jurisdictions,  Michigan  and  Virginia,  declined 
the  proffered  courtesy,  the  former  not  having  yet  "adopted  the  system  of  rep- 
resentation," and  the  latter  on  the  ground  that  Grand  Commanderies  owe  alle- 
giance to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  consequently  are  not  free  and  indepen- 
dent bodies."    We  think  our  Virginia  f  raters  are  just  a  little  too  '^trooly  loil." 

He  recommends  that  all  Sir  Knights  should  be  required  to  be  in  uniform 
while  in  the  Commandery,  and  to  make  the  enforcement  of  the  order  easy  he 
recommends  that  each  Commandery  provide,  at  its  own  expense,  a  sufficient 
number  of  fatigue  uniforms  for  use  of  those  unprovided. 

A  good  idea,  when  the  Commandery  has  plenty  of  money. 
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He  also  apeaks  emphatioallj  in  favor  of  official  TisitationB,  which  he  pro- 
nounces ^very  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  Masonic  bodies." 

PBOOBIDINOS. 

A  charter  was  granted  to  Tuscaloosa,  No.  18. 

Grants*  Tactics  adopted. 

Knightly  greetings  were  sent  to  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Eentnckj,  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia,  then  in  session;  to  which  replies  were  speedily  received, 
cordially  reciprocating  the  courtesy. 

The  sum  of  $150.00  was  appropriated  to  a  prize  drill,  to  be  held  at  the  next 
Annual  CondaTe  in  Selma.  Our  Alabama  f  raters  eyidently  believe  there  is 
good  in  drilling. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Daniel  Smith,  was  formally  thanked  for  the 
''very  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office.*' 

OOBBISPONDENOE. 

This  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Recorder,  and  covers  thirty 
nine  pages. 

On  the  Dues  question  he  makes  this  home  thrust: 

The  truth  is,  that  members  of  a  masonic  body  are  not  often  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  beeau»e  they  eanH  pay^  but  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred — it  is  because  they  wcnH  pay. 

This  is  a  gospel  truth.  Out  of  about  a  dozen  suspended  in  the  last  two 
years  in  the  Commandery  of  which  the  writer  is  a  member,  there  is  not  one  who 
could  not  have  paid  his  dues,  if  he  had  been  so  inclined. 

Mississippi  for  1883  receives  courteous  notice  in  a  page,  in  which  he  men- 
tions briefly  the  doings  of  our  Grand  Conclave  at  Grenada. 

We  would  like  to  quote  more  from  our  old  friend,  hailing,  as  he  does,  from 
the  State  of  our  nativity,  but  space  forbids.  His  head  is  generally  level  and 
his  heart  always  in  the  right  place. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  to  be  held  at  Selma,  May  20, 1885. 

Number  of  Commanderies,  10;  membership,  231;  average  23. 

Sir  James  T.  Holtzolaw,  G.  C;  Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Recorder. 


ARKANSAS— 1884. 


The  Twelfth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Hot  Springs,  May  13th,  1884;  Sir 
Wm.  H.  H.  Clayton,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  and  the  representatives  of 
five  of  the  Subordinates  present. 

ADDBESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  the  past  year  as  fairly  prosperous  in  Arkan- 
sas. He  announced  that  he  had  constituted  two  new  Commanderies  during  the 
year,  to-wit:  Hot  Springs,  No.  5,  and  Coeur  DeLion,  No.  6.  As  the  present 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  held  in  the  asylum  of  former,  we 
infer  that  it  is  a  vigorous  young  member,  to  be  assuming  the  duties  of  hospi- 
tality so  soon. 
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The  only  qoestion  he  had  asked  him  officially  was  whether  a  Knight  Templar 
ooald  loan  or  hire  his  uniform  to  a  clandestine  Mason. 

He  Tery  properly  answered  ^^no,"  bat  it  seems  to  ns  that  he  ought  also  to 
haye  'Hipped"  the  questioner,  for  the  simples. 

He  speaks  fully  of  the  Triennial  at  Ban  Francisco,  and  says  some  good  words 
for  the  much  abused  Grand  Encampment,  to- wit: 

We  have  our  laws,  it  is  true,  and  they  are  well  defined  and  known;  but  if  their 
construction  and  enforcement  is  to  be  left  to  the  many  different  Grand  Gom- 
manderies,  each  judging  for  itself  and  each  armed  with  the  pernicious  and  de- 
structive power  of  legislation,  whereby  each  acting  separately  from  the  others, 
may  enact  new  laws,  construe  for  themselyes  old  ones,  or  abolish  the  old  and 
adopt  the  new,  without  any  contrqlling  power  above  them,  or  without  any  final 
arbiter  to  fix  or  determine  the  Templar  law,  how  long  would  it  be  until  we 
should  drift  so  far  apart  that  Templarism  in  one  Jurisdiction  would  not  be  re- 
cognized as  Templarism  in  another.  Arkansas  and  Texas  would  be  the  anti- 
podes of  each  other,  and  Mississippi  a  mongrel  between  the  two.  The  symbol- 
ism and  ritualism  of  our  Jurisdictions  on  the  Lakes  would  drift  northward 
with  the  icebergs,  and  those  of  the  Gulf  southward  to  the  land  of  the  palm. 
Templarism  on  our  Atlantic  coast  would  take  on  the  form  of  the  Orient,  and 
on  our  Pacific  coast  that  of  the  Occident.  We  would  have  one  kind  of  Tem- 
plarism cold,  another  hot,  and  the  others  like  that  religion  of  which  the  Scrip- 
tures declare  '4s  only  fit  to  be  spewed  out  of  the  mouth,"  neither  hot  nor  cold. 
Being  without  ancient  landmarks,  and  having  the  powers  of  legislation,  we 
would  have  no  standard  to  guide  us  in  making  new  laws  but  our  own  wills,  or 
in  construing  the  old,  but  our  Own  fancy;  and  as  the  will  and  fancy  of  the  Sir 
Knights  of  our  Jurisdiction  would  not  be  the  same  as  the  will  and  fancy  of  the 
Sir  Knights  of  another,  it  is  easy  to  be  seen  how  certainly  and  how  rapidly  one 
Jurisdiction  would  separate  from  another,  leaving  between  them  an  unbridga- 
ble  chasm,  and  leading  to  inextricable  confusion  and  interminable  discord,  if 
not  to  such  internecine  strife  that  would  end  in  utter  annihilation. 

PBOGEXDINOS. 

A  charter  was  granted  to  one  new  Commandery,  Palestine,  making  seven 
now  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
purchase  a  set  of  jewels  for  the  Grand  Oommandery. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander about  loaning  the  uniform. 

The  Grand  Recorder  was  voted  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

OOBBBSPOMDENOB. 

No  report. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Little  Rock,  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in  May,  1885. 
Sir  Alfred  A.  Tufts,  Grand  Commander  ;    Sir  James  A.  Henry,  Grand  Rep- 
resentative. 
Chartered  Commanderies,  6;  Membership,  225;  Average  to  each,  37. 


CALIFORNIA— 18  84. 


The  Twenty -Sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  San  Fr  ancisco,  April  10, 
1884. 
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Present,  Grand  Commander  Geo.  G.  Perkins,  presiding,  and  all  the  Grand 
Officers.  Also  10  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  the  Representatives  of  22 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

ADDBB8S. 

I 

As  might  be  expected,  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  largely  taken 
np  bjT  the  recent  Trieonial,  and  while  its  tone  is  somewhat  self-gratalatory, 
yet  we  cannot,  in  the  face  of  the  splendid  results  achieved  by  our  California 
f  raters,  blame  them  for  some  degree  of  complacency. 

Of  the  good  results  of  such  gatherings,  the  Grand  C'Ommander  says: 

•      

"The  social  influence  of  such  national  gatherings  upon  the  future  ol  our 
common  country  are  too  important  to  overlook.  There  are  stronger  ties  of 
nationality  than  those  of  law  or  the  iron  thews  of  commerce.  The  comiug 
together  at  stated  intervals  of  such  a  large  assemblage  of  representative  men 
from  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West,  bound  together  in  the 
most  sacred  vows  and  personal  friendships,  will  do  more  towards  the  unifica- 
tion and  harmony  of  our  people  than  all  other  agencies  combined.  All  differ- 
ences of  opinion  in  politics  and  religion,  all  sectional  feeling,  all  State  pride, 
is  merged  upon  that  higher  plane  of  brotherhood  that  finds  in  patriotism  and 
a  love  of  the  Union  one  of  its  brightest  and  most  emphatic  expressions. 
Friendships  are  then  formed  that  know  no  latitude  or  clime,  whose  mystic 
chords  of  memory  will  vibrate  in  tuneful  unison  from  one  end  of  the  land  to 
the  other.    No  band  of  Steele  nor  cable  chain  can  be  stronger. 

He  announces  the  adoption  of  a  coat-of-arms  for  the  Grand  Commandery 
by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  the  last  Grand  Conclave,  which, 
from  the  description,  is  very  beautiful. 

He  reports  that  the  Triennial  Committee,  after  paying  all  demands,  and 
expending  over  $5,000  in  charity,  had  left  the  handsome  sum  of  $7,(00.  This, 
after  due  consideration,  was  invested  as  a  permanent  fund,  to  be  known  as  the 
^^Califomia  Graod  Commandery  K.  T.  Drill  Fund,"  the  interest  to  be  used  for 
providing  prizes  to  be  competed  for  by  the  Commanderies  of  the  State. 

PBOCEEDINOS. 

The  Triennial  Committee  presented  their  report,  giving  in  detail  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  them,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  in  preparing  for  the  Tri- 
ennial Conclave.  It  is  interesting  reading,  but  as^  Mississippi  Knights  will 
probably  not  soon  be  called  upon  to  perform  similar  service,  we  omit  de- 
tails. 

They  report  the  actual  cost  of  the  Triennial  to  have  bden  $46,238.90,  which, 
considering  the  elegant  manner  in  which  everything  was  conducted,  seems 
cheap  enough. 

The  whole  amount  was  raised  by  public  subscription,  without  drawing  a 
single  dollar  from  the  Grand  Treasury,  which  shows  how  oar  California  f raters 
have  the  good  will  of  their  people. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Geo.  C.  Perkins,  was  presented  with  a  beautiful 
silver  service  is  "a  token  of  the  appreciation  by  this  Grand  Commandery  of 
his  valued  services,  and  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  its  members. 

There  being  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Grand  Treasury,  the  Recorder  and 
Treasurer  were  instructed  to  invest  it  in  the  stock  of  the  Masonic  Hall  Asso 
elation,  or  other  interest-paying  security. 

Happy  Oalifornia! 

3 
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COBBE8POMDBNOB. 

The  report  is  from  the  practiced  hand  of  Sir  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  and 
fills  69  pages. 

Mississippi,  for  1883,  receives  two  pages,  about  her  sliare.  He  qnotes  large- 
ly from  Grand  Commander  Meade's  address,  and  sparingly  from  Sir  Knight 
DeLap*8  Foreign  Correspondence  Report,  bnt  makes  no  comment  sufficient  to 
<;lip.    In  conclusion,  he  says: 

We  have  said  but  little  about  the  "Trienniar*  in  this  Report,  preferring  to 
wait  until  we  heard  the  verdict  o)  our  Eastern  brethren.  So  far  as  heard  from 
it  is  eminently  satisfactory.  Quilty  with  ^^extenuating  circumstances*'  is  the 
most  severe  finding  thus  far  pronounced,  while  the  weight  of  testimony  would 
seem  to  imply  that  we  have  acquitted  ourselves  tolerably  well.  We  can  only 
say,  it  was  a  joyful  occasion;  all  appeared  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  that  is  just 
what  we  intended  they  should  do.  That  we|may  all  meet  in  '86,  to  renew  the 
friendly  and  fraternal  relations  here  formed,  is  the  earnest  wish  of 

Thoma.8  Hubbabd  Caswki^l., 
For  the  Committee. 

I^ext  Conclave  to  be  held  at  San  Francisco,  April  80th,  1885. 
!Sir  W^m.  M.   Petrie.  Grand  Commander;   Sir  Thomns  H.  Caswell,    Grand 
Recorder. 

Commanderies,  23:  Membership,  1850;  Average,  80. 


CAN  ADA— 1884. 


The  "Soverign  Great  Priory  of  Canada,"  met  in  its  first  ^'Annual  Assem- 
bly," in  the  city  of  Toronto,  July  8th,  l!J84. 

Present,  '^M.'.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Temple,  Great  Prior  of  the  Dominions  of  Canada,"  five  ^^Provincial  Priors,'' 
■and  the  representatives  of  21  Subordinate  Priories,  out  of  26.  The  Great  Prior 
Authorized  the  admission  of  all  Knight  Templars  in  good  standing. 

ADDBX6S. 

The  Great  Prior  opened  his  ^^  Allocution  "  by  announcing  the  welcome  intel- 
ligence of  the  complete  independence  of  that  Grand  Body,  which,  through  the 
kindness  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Order, 
was  accomplished  without  trouble  or  ill-will. 

The  Great  Prior,  for  himself,  however,  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  wishing 
to  be  absolved  from  allegiance  to  His  Royal  Highness,  as  "  He  never  assumed 
control  over,  or  interfered  with,  the  independent  position  sought  for  by  the 
nationalities." 

The  Great  Prior  asserts  himself  pretty  emphatically  on  the  question  of  obe- 
•dience  by  his  subordinates.    He  says: 

*^  Whatever  ideas  may  have  been  entertained  by  those  wedded  to  the  peculiar 
system  of  Templary  in  the  United  States,  and  of  introducing  it  into  Canada, 
must  now  be  abandoned,  for  all  Knights  Templar,  Knights  of  Malta  and  Pre- 
•ceptories  and  Priories  of  these  Orders  in  the  Dominion  are  subject  to  my  au- 
thority and  owe  me  and  the  National  Great  Prioty  of  the  United  Orders  of  the 
Temple  and  Malta  allegiance,  and  I  wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood  that  no 
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innoyations  or  changes  can  be  permitted  in  the  eatablished  work,  or  any  devi- 
ation whateyer  from  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  Great  Priory." 

On  the  Trinitarian  Test  he  is  equally  emphatic: 

^  With  us,  it  is  strictly  an  orthodox,  Trinitarian  Order,  requiring  *  that  test  * 
from  all  its  aspirants,  and  the  yows  of  profession  are  necessarily  different; 
whereas,  with  oui  fraters  of  the  United  States,  the  Order  is  a  compromise  be- 
tween Christianity  and  uniyersal  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry." 

On  the  connection  of  Modern  English  Templarism  with  Ancient  Graft  Ma- 
sonry, he  has  this  to  say : 

^  To  me,  it  appears  useless  to  argue  or  dispute  upon  the  Christian  character 
of  Freemasonry  before  the  reorganization  of  A.  D.  1817,  for  there  is  abundant 
proofs,  in  the  old  parchment  constitutions,  of  its  Christian  character  up  to 
1700.  That  it  underwent  a  change  about  that  period,  is  also  certain,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  Tork  and  London  Freemasoury  were  decidedly  different,  the  for- 
mer preserying  the  Christian  characteristics  longer  than  the  latter. 

^*  The  systeni  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  in  England  is  well  described  as 
'  A  beautiful  system  of  morality,  yelled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by  bymbols,' 
— that  persons  of  the  most  ordinary  capacity  can  understand  and  appreciate, 
but  it  is  entirely  a  new  departure,  and  totally  different  from  Ancient  Freema- 
sonry, which  I  assert  our  English  Order  of  the  Temple  in  its  doctrine  is  in- 
tended to  represent. 

*  4c  lie  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c  4c 

"Our  Templar  system  in  the  British  Dominions  is  only  a  prototype  of  the  tra- 
ditions of  Ancient  Masonry,  and  has  nothing  of  a  militiry  element  about  it. 
that  being  a  yery  modem  innoyation.  I  feel,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to  understand 
what  a  system  of  military  drills  has  to  do  with  the  work  of  the  Templar  ritual." 

Under  head  of  General  Remarks,  he  returns  to  the  charge: 

**  There  appears  some  strange  misconception  and  peryersion  of  many  of  my 
remarks  generally.  I  haye  never  said  that  modern  '  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sonry '  was  Christian  or  Trinitariau,  but  that  Ancient  Masonry,  before  the  so- 
called  reviynl,  was  undoubtedly  so.  Neither  do  I  wish  to  alter  the  present  cos- 
mopolitan and  beneficent  system  of  brotherhood,  having  its  birth  in  A.  D.  1817. 
Nor  do  I  dispute  that  Freemasonry  of  our  days  is  based  upon  and  derives  its 
characteristics  from  the  Guilds  of  Operative  Masonry ;  but  I  do  say  that  the 
original  object  of  Freemasonry  was  to  inculcate  the  Christian  doctrines,  and' 
carry  oat  the  work  of  the  Divine  Master. 

When  speaking  of  the  Templar  Order,  it  is  that  of  the  British  Dominions  I 
allude  to,  which  is  understood  to  be  distinct  and  inviolate  in  its  teachings  of 
the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  repels  all'  other  latitudinarian  Christianity  as  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  the  orthodox  doctrines  of  the  incarnation  and  the  unity 
of  the  Godhead.  The  only  true  test  of  Templary  is  a  belief  in  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity." 

He  is  opposed  to  the  term  "Past  Preceptor,"  and  sayB  it  should  be  "La&t  Prer 
siding  Preceptor  of  the  Preceptory." 

This  seems  to  us  juat  a  little  bit  buuglesome.    It  seems  that  they  have  also 

in  Canada  "  Honorary  Preceptors,"  "  who,  for  faithful  service  performed,  have 

had  the  rank  conferred  on  them  by  the  authority  of  the  Great  Prior."    They 

are  not  eligible,  however,  to  rule  any  Preceptory  without  regular  election. 

« 

FBOOEXDINGS. 

The  following,  was  adopted  as  formally  severing  the  Great  Priory  of  Can- 
ada from  allegiance  to  England : 
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*'  Resolved^  That  the  title  of  this  Great  Priory  shall  hereafter  be  "  The  Sove- 
reign Great  Priory  of  Canada,'  haying  supreme  and  exclosive  jurisdiction  over 
all  Preceptories  of  Knights  Templar,  Knights  of  Malta,  and  Appendant  Orders, 
in  and  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  the  title  of  the  Great  Prior  henceforth 
shall  be  '^Supreme  Grand  Master,'*  and  of  the  Great  Sub-Prior,  ^^Depaty  Grand 
Master." 

The  Grand  Chancellor  presented  his  report,  showing  receipts  from  all  sources 
daring  the  year  to  be  $930.00. 

There  are  two  ^'  Encampments  "  in  Canada  holding  warrants  from  the  Chap- 
ter General  of  Scotland,  and  steps  were  taken  to  bring  them  within  the  Cana- 
dian fold.  If  they  do  not,  within  six  months,  surrender  their  present  ''  War- 
rants" (charters)  and  obtain  new  ones  from  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  they 
are  to  be  ostracised,  and  an  edict  of  non-intercourse  issued  against  them. 

Sir  Knight  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  was  announced  as  being  in  attendance,  and  was  admitted 
and  received  with  Grand  Honors,  under  the  Arch  of  Steel. 

Sir  Knight  Parvin,  by  invitation,  installed  the  Grand  Officers  elect  The  in- 
stallation ceremony  is  quite  elaborate,  and  is  given  in  full  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  M.  E.  Supreme  Grand  Master  was  authorized  to  enter  into  fraternal  in- 
tercourse, and  exchange  Representatives  with  such  ^  Supreme  Templar  Bodies 
as  may  be  pleased  to  recognize  this  Sovereign  Great  Priory." 

There  being  no  other  business,  the  Great  Priory  adjourned. 

Number  of  Preceptories,  26;  membership,  795;  average,  31. 

Sir  W.  J.  B.  MoLeod  Moore,  Supreme  Grand  Master  ad  viUim\  Sir  Daniel 
Spry,  Grand  Chancellor.  Next  Annual  Assembly  will  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Hamilton,  July  7,  1885. 


COLORADO— 1884. 


Grand  Commandery  met  in  Ninth  Annual  Conclave,  at  Denver,  September 
19,  1884;  Sir  Roger  W.  Woodbrry,  G.  C,  presiding.  Present,  the  Representa- 
tives of  seven  Subordinates,  and  eleven  Grand  Representatives. 

ADDBE.S8. 

The  Grand  Commander  notes  with  pleasure  the  steady  increase  of  the  Order 
in  Colorado. 

Of  the  good  effect  of  the  Annual  Conclaves  he  hns  this  to  say,  which  we  ap- 
prove: 

**  Our  Conclaves  are  brief  and  far  apart,  yet  they  exerciso  a  perceptible  influ- 
ence, which,  though  impossible  to  measure,  permeates  every  nook  and  corner 
of  public  society,  and  gives  it  a  greater  measure  of  purity.  The  public  may  or 
may  not  appreciate  this.  We  may  not  fully  appreciate  it  ourselves;  yet  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  the  general  character  and  the  daily  lives  of  those  constitut- 
ing the  Order  will  prove  the  statement  to  possess  a  reasonable  foundation." 

He  reports  the  granting  of  four,  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies.  He 

has  a  kind  word  for  that  much  abused  body,  the  Grand  Encampment.  He 
says: 

^Its  Statutes  have    demanded    no    self-denial  from  us  as    individual  Sir 
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Knights,  nor  have  thej  taken  from  as  any  legislative  right  that  I  am  aware  of." 

He  pays  the  following  glowing  tribote  to  the  Knight  Templar  of  to-day: 

**  Yes,  Sir  Knights,  it  takes  a  braver,  and  a  nobler,  and  a  more  unselfish  man 
to  be  a  Templar  soldier  to-day  than  it  did  800  years  ago;  though  God  forbid 
that  I  should  detract  one  iota  from  the  honor  justly  due  to  any  human  being. 
But  this  is  a  good  world  of  ours,  on  the  whole,  and  it  is  not  traveling  backward. 
Its  women  are  as  noble,  and  true,  and  virtuous,  and  its  men  are  as  brave,  and 
chivalric,  and  as  valorous  as  any  who  have  ever  enrolled  their  names  on  the 
record  of  time,  and  which  have  come  down  to  us  burnished  with  the  sunset  hues 
of  their  departed  days.  The  Templar  which  we  know  is  made  of  the  American 
citizen — and  whether  he  live  North  or  South,  or  East  or  West,  the  American 
citizen  is  at  least  the  peer  or  any  man  that  ever  lived/' 

PBOGKEDINOS 

Of  local  interest.    The  Grand  Gommandery  showed  its  appreciation  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  by  presenting  him  with  a  handsome  Jewel. 

OOBBKBPONDSNOE. 

Report  again  from  the  hand  of  Sir  Knight  Orahood,  who  reviews  32  Grand 
Bodies  in  80  pages. 

He  evidently  believes  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,  and  practices  "  accordin." 
He  quotes,  approvingly.  Sir  Knight  Ruckle,  of  Indiana,  on  the  military  feature 
of  the  Order,  and  thinks  a  little  too  much  drill  better  than  not  enough ;  in 
which  we  quite  agree. 

With  reference  to  some  criticisms  of  the  Grand  Representative  system,  by 
Sir  Knight  Hall,  of  Kentucky,  he  says: 

"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  this,  yet  the  system  has  become  so  general, 
and  the  effect  generally  so  satisfactory,  that  we  do  not  think  it  should  be  dis- 
continued; but  an  effort  should  be  made  to  make  it  more  useful." 

This,  we  think,  is  about  the  sentiment  of  mest  of  us. 

He  sympathizes  with  Louisiana,  in  her  unfortunate  quarrel  with  Maryland* 
but  hopes  peace  will  soon  reign  again  in  Warsaw. 

Quoting  Grand  Commander  Rogers,  of  Minnesota,  on  too  much  drill,  he 
says: 

''That  is  right;  teach  the  young  Sir  Knights,  and  the  old^  too,  the  beauties  of 
our  Order,  but  let  them  drill  all  they  desircy  and  encourage  them  in  it.  In  our 
opinion,  it  will  not  prevent,  but  rather  enable,  them  '  to  enhance  the  beauties 
of  our  various  ceremonies.'  " 

This  is  a  good  doctrine. 

Of  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  says: 

"  We  might  desire  something  different  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  prob- 
ably it  is  better  to  have  too  little  rather  than  too  much  legislation.  We  are  of 
those  who  believe  the  world  is  governed  too  much." 

In  which  we  heartily  concur.  As  a  fraternal  reunion,  where  the  leading 
minds  of  the  Order  are  brought  in  contact,  and  friendships,  ramifying  to  every 
corner  of  our  common  country,  are  formed,  it  cannot  but  be  that  good  is  done. 
Usnally  to  know  our  fellow-men  better  is  to  love  them  better,  and  if  our  Trien- 
nial Conclaves  do  nothing  else  than  bring  the  great  Templar  heart  together, 
strengthening  old  ties  and  forming  new  ones,  they  are  worth  all  their  trouble. 
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Too  mach  legiRlation  is  not  desirable,  and  the  shortcomings  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, iu  this  respect,  can  easily  be  condoned. 

We  Tery  much  fear  that  many  of  the  sneers  at  the  ^  Central  Title  Factory  " 
are  inspired  by  the  fact  that  no  titles  have  been  manaf actared  for  the  sneerers. 
To  say  the  least  of  it,  they  are  in  very  bad  taste. 

He  quotes,  with  approval,  in  which  we  concar,  Sir  Knight  Oarson^s  reply 
to  Sir  Knight  Sayre,  on  the  ^'physical  test"  question: 

**Where  common  sense  says  halt,  toe^  who  are  not  physical  perfectionists,  would 
stop.  We  agree  with  you  that '  we  must  stop  somewhere.'  COMMON  SENSE, 
backed  by  decency,  religion,  Christianity,  fraternity,  and  the  profession  of  our 
Christian  Order,  is  a  good  place  to  stop." 

We  think  this  a  good  and  sufficient  answer  to  Sir  Knight  Sayre^s  query,  ^Tell 
us  where  the  stopping  place  is." 

The  next  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Denver,  September  18, 1885. 

Commanderies,  13;  membership,  578;  average,  44.  Sir  James  P.  Maxwell, 
Grand  Commander;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand  Recorder. 


CONNECTIOU  T—l  8  8  5. 


The  Forty-Eight  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  New  Haven,  March  17, 1885. 
Present,  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsong,  G.  C,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers;  also  8  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  80  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  the  representatives  of 
all  the  eleven  Subordinates. 

We  congratulate  our  "  nutmeg  "  f raters  on  the  evident  zeal  which  pervades 
their  jurisdiction. 

There  were  also  present  16  Grand  Representatives;  Grand  Commander  Bird- 
song  speaking  for  Mississippi. 

ADDBE88. 

The  Grand  Commander  congratulates  the  Order  in  Connecticut  on  its  pres- 
ent prosperous  condition,  and  reports  a  net  gain  during  the  year  of  66. 

He  approves  of  the  system  of  official  visits,  and  recommends  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  officers  so  engaged  be  paid. 

He  issued  eight  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time,  and  seven  to  appear  in 
public,  but  does  not  fall  into  the  bad  habit  of  apologizing^  for  it. 

He  recommends  that  the  '^  ridiculous  practice  "  of  entreating  permission  to 
enter  or  pass  through  adjoining  jurisdictions,  be  abolished.    He  says: 

^  The  custom,  I  suppose,  was  adopted  as  a  matter  of  so-called  courtesy,  but 
as  no  Grand  Commander  is  the  owner  of  the  State  in  which  he  is  the  executive 
of  Templar  law,  and  as  no  laws  pertaining  to  the  practice  exist,  it  is  resolved 
into  a  matter  of  sentiment,  and  I  believe  is  a  custom  '  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance.'  " 

New  Tork  has  already  abolished  it,  and  so  should  every  other  jurisdiction. 
Let  us  get  back  to  a  platform  of  common  sense. 

He  believes  the  System  of  Grand  Representatives  is  ^conducive  to-  a  spirit  of 
fraternal  intercourse  between  the  Grand  Bodies,"  but  thinks  that  none  should 
epresent  more  than  one  State.  We  agree  to  this,  as  it  spreads  the  butter  over 
more  bread. 
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PBOOBBDIMGB. 

The  following  distiognished  visitors  ware  received  and  welcomed,  to  wit: 
Sir  Nicholas  Van  Sljck,  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Encampment;  Sir  Abel 
A.  Crosby,  Grand  Commander  of  New  York;  Sir  Geo.  H.  Walgrove,  Past  Grand 
Commander  of  New  York,  and  Sir  Geo.  U.  Bornham,  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

The  appointment  of  Sir  Geo.  S>  Green,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Connect- 
icut near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  was  confirmed. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Beaolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  no  Sir  Knight 
should  represent  more  than  one  sister  Grand  Commandery  near  this  Grand 
Body. 

Also  the  following: 

Rtaolved^  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut  will  welcome  the  Com- 
manderies  of  the  different  States  within  her  jurisdiction  without  the  formality 
of  any  special  permission  being  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Both  of  which  we  heartily  approve. 

It  was  left  optional  with  Subordinates  to  work  either  the  long  or  short  Malta 
Ritual. 

The  subject  of  Annual  Field  Encampment  was  discusee^l,  and  referred  to  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies  for  action. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  it  was  ^^  inexpedient  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  official  visitations.*' 

It  would  seem,  from  the  following,  that  this  jurisdiction  furnishes  uniforms 
for  its  Grand  Officers: 

VoUd^  That  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  requested  to  take  receipts  from  the 
Grand  Officers  for  regalia  and  insignia  of  office  in  their  possession;  and,  at  the 
close  of  each  term,  the  Grand  Officers  be  requested  to  make  return  of  the  same 
to  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  Annual  is  embellished  with  a  handsome  likeness  of  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsong, 
G.  C,  and  also  Grand  Representative  of  Mississippi;  but  the  record  is  silent  as 
to  which  of  these  high  offices  procured  him  the  honor. 

A  memorial  page  is  set  aside  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Elbert  H.  English,  P.  G. 
C.  of  Arkansas,  and  suitable  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  proceedings. 

COBBESPONDENOE. 

Report  by  Grand  Recorder  J.  K.  Wheeler.  He  reviews  thirty  Jurisdictions, 
including  Mississippi  for  1884. 

He  quotes  the  following  from  Maine,  1884,  with  reference  to  the  sluggishness 
of  the  Order  in  the  South: 

*'What  there  is  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men,  which  templarism 
lacks,  to  fire  the  Southern  ambition,  we  are  curious  to  know.  Can  it  be  the 
insurance  element?  We  venture  the  suggestion  that  it  is  because  the  members 
do  not  make  enough  of  it.  That  if  they  will  escort  the  funerals  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  other  masonic  processions,  and  visit  each  other  yearly  in  uniform, 
they  will  find  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  flocking  toward  the  asylum.  That  was- 
our  experience  in  the  East  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  above,  coming  from  so  distinguished  a  f rater  as  Sir  Knight  Drnmmond, 
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of  Maine,  is  worthy  of  serioas  consideration.  It  yoires  onr  own  Tiews  per* 
fectly,  and  we  haye  endeavored  in  every  official  capacity  to  which  the  partiality 
of  oar  fraters  has  called  us,  to  inculcate  them  by  precept  and  example.  The 
greatest  trouble  with  ns,  though,  is  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  decadence  of  the 
Chapters  there  are  but  few  Royal  Arch  Masons  left  in  reach  of  the  Gommand- 
eries. 

Sir  Knight  Wheeler  notices  Mississippi  kindly,  and  copies  our  "Offices  of 
DcYotion"  in  detail,  but  makes  no  oommeDt. 

He   also  qnotes  largely   from   Sir  Knight  DeLap^s  report,  which  he  says, 
"stamps  him  with  the  mark  of  a  Christian  gentleman  and  Sir  Knight." 

Sir  Knight  Wheeler  is  again  Correspondent  for  next  year. 

Sir  Wm.  £•  Seely,  Q.  C;  Sir  J.  K.  Wheeler,  Qrand  Recorder. 

Next  Conclave  at  Hartford,  3d  Tuesday  in  March,  1886. 

Commanderies,  11;  membership,  1458;  average,  132. 


D  A  K  O  T  A— 1  8  8  4. 


The  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota  was  organized  at  the  city  of  Sioux  Falls^ 
May  14, 1884,  under  a  warrant  from  Grand  Master  Withers.  Sir  T.  S.  Farvin, 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  proxy  for  the  Grand  Master 
in  the  organization,  and  presided  over  the  Convention. 

Five  out  of  the  six  Commanderies  in  the  Territory  were  represented. 

The  Constitution,  Statutes,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Iowa  were,  with  some  amendments,  adopted  for  Dakota. 

Sir  SamU  Ray,  of  Dakota,  No.  1,  was  elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  £. 
E.  Sage,  of  Cyrene,  No.  2,  Grand  Recorder,  with  a  full  corps  of  other  officers. 

The  Grand  Officers  were  installed,  and  the  "Constitution"  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Dakota  proclaimed,  by  Sir  T.  S.  Parvin,  after  which  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned  sine  die. 

The  Grand  Commandery  immediately  convened,  with  the  newly  elected  offi- 
cers all  in  place. 

Subordinate  Commanderies  were  instructed  to  return  their  Charters  held 
from  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Dakota  for  endorse- 
ment. 

A  charter  was  granted  to  La-co-tah  Commandery,  which  had  previously  ex- 
isted under  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Grants*  Tactics  were  adopted. 

Sir  Theodore  S.  Parvin  was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

Sir  Geo.  Hand,  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  to  be  held  at  Yankton,  at  such  time  as  the  Grand 
Commander  may  designate. 

We  cordially  recommend  that  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  recognize  this,  our 
youngest  sister,  and  welcome  her  to  the  ranks  of  Templarism. 

Number  of  Commanderiee,  6;  membership,  210;  average,  35. 
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GEORGIA— 1884. 

The  Twenty- third  Annaal  Conclave  was  held  in  thecity  of  Albany,  May  21, 
1884.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Young,  G.  C,  presiding,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  in  their 
places. 

Present,  the  reprepentatives  of  seven  of  the  eight  Commanderics,  3  Past 
Grand  CommanderR  and  8  Grand  Representativep,  Mississippi  not  among 
them. 

ADDBESS. 

The  address  is  short  and  confined  entirely  to  local  matters.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  DeMolay,  which  was  behind  in  daes,  he  finds  the  subordinates  are  in 
^ood  condition. 

PBOCBEDINOB. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  of  this  Grand  Commandery  prohibiting  the  nse 
or  display  of  Templar  emblems  in  bar-rooms,  or  the  use  of  same  for  bnsinesa 
purposes,  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Sir  Knights. 

Further  time  was  given  DeMolay  in  which  to  pay  her  dues. 
Sir  Felix  Gorput  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  engage  music  for  the  next 
Annual  Conclave,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars. 

OOBBB8POMDBNOE. 

The  report  is  by  Sir  Roland  B.  Hall,  and  is,  he  says,  his  first,  though  that 
fact  would  not  appear  on  its  face. 

He  thinks  the  F.  C.  Committee  should  either  all  be  appointed  from  the  same 
locality,  so  they  can  have  frequent  consultations,  or  else  only  appoint  one,  and 
let  him  shoulder  all  the  responsibility. 

The  latter  proposition  is  a  good  one,  and  should  be  universally  adopted. 

Mississippi  for  1884  receives  brief  notice,  and  some  extracts  are  taken  from 
Grand  Commander  Meade's  address. 

He  compliments  our  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Knight  Power,  for  promptness  in 
l^etting  out  Proceedings,  they  having  been  published  in  less  than  a  month  after 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Next  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Macon,  May  20, 1885. 

Sir  Wm.  B.  Young,  G.  C;  Sir  Sam'l  B.  Harris,  Grand  Recorder, 

Oommanderies,  8;  membership,  401;  average  to  each  Commandery,  50. 


ILLINOIS— 1884. 


The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
October  28th,  1884,  Sir  James  G.  Elwood,  G.\  C.'.,  presiding. 

Present,  the  representatives  of  54  Subordinates;  12  Past  Grand  Commanders; 
23  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  14  Grand  Representatives,  Sir  James  A. 
Hawley  appearing  for  Mississippi. 

ADDBESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  says  that  the  past  year  has  been  remarkable  only 
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for  its  want  of  striking  events.  He  also  remarks  '4t  is  noticeable  that  year  by 
year  our  Order  is  less  and  less  inclined  to  pablic  display.*'  He  had  granted 
one  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery,  bat  he  directed,  as  a  condition  pre- 
oadent,  that  the  name  of  every  Sir  Knight  proposed  as  a  charter  member 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  receipt  for  dnes  to  date,  from  the  Commandery  of 
which  he  was  then  a  member. 

This  hits  the  nail  on  the  head,  and  solves  what  is  almost  always  a  trouble- 
some  question  in  the  formation  of  a  new  Commandery.  It  should  be  made 
a  general  law.  He  is  much  in  favor  of  fraternal  visits  between  Comman- 
deries,  and  says: 

A  free  exchange  of  courtesies  and  hospitalities  by  and  between  Comman- 
defies,  are  stimulating  incentives  to  improvement.  I  deem  the  efficiency  of 
the  Subordinate  Commands  of  this  jurisdiction  is  largely  due  to  the  dispensing 
with  a  free  hand  the  welcome,  for  which  they  are  so  noted. 

He  reports,  among  other  appointments  of  Grand  Representative.^,  that  of 
Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook  to  represent  Illinois  near  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  A 
most  excellent  selection. 

PBOOEBDUrOS. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  on  Ritual.  The  Grand  Commandery  of 
Dakota  was  formally  recognized,  and  Sir  Wm.  H.  Turner  was  ^'by  vote"  received 
and  acknowledged  as  her  Grand  Representative. 

It  was  decided  that  a  Subordinate  Commandery  had  the  right  to  remit  the 
accrued  dues  of  a  worthy  frater,  who  was  unable  to  pay  them. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  the  Grand  Commander's  order, 
requiring  a  receipt  for  dues  from  Sir  Knights  petitioning  for  a  new  Comman- 
dery, and  it  was  made  the  law  in  Illinois. 

The  Grand  Encampment  was  also  requested  to  issue  an  order  covering  the 
same  point,  so  that  the  practice  might  become  universal. 

As  we  said  before,  the  idea  is  an  extremely  good  one,  and  should  be  adopted 
everywhere. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  the  comfortable  balance  of  $4,127.16  in 
the  Treasury. 

OOBBESPOMDBMCE. 

The  report  is  from  the  practical  hand  of  Sir  T.  T.  Gurney,  and  covers  181 
pages. 

Mississippi  is  not  noticed.  Wonder  why  ?  He  sees  no  sense  in  Knights  Tem- 
plar taking  part  in  the  crusade  against  the  "Rite  of  Memphis"  and  other  so- 
called  High  Degrees,  and  suggests  that  the  Lodge  is  the  proper  place  for  such 
movement  to  come  from,  inasmuch  as  these  new  "Rites"  claim  a  control  of  the 
Symbolic  Degrees,  but  do  not  claim  the  Templnr  Degrees. 

In  which  we  think  he  is  eminently  correct.  Let  the  Commandery  wait  until 
it  has  been  assailed  by  somebody,  before  it  commences  to  fulminate  its  thun- 
ders. 

He  takes  issue  with  Sir  Daniel  Smith,  of  Alabama,  in  his  ruling  that  an  un- 
affiliated Knight  Templar,  being  **not  entitled"  to  the  honors  of  Knightly 
burial,  therefore  could  not  be  so  buried.    He  thinks,  and  we  concur  with  him. 
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that  saoh  cases  are  always  within  the  discretion  of  the  Commandery,  each  case 
to  be  decided  on  its  own  merits. 

On  ^appearing  in  public,"  oar  genial  correspondent  is  to  be  classed  among 
the  liberals.    He  says: 

Many  of  our  most  conscientions  Templars  are  adverse  to  any  public  demon- 
stration that  is  not  of  a  strictly  Masonic  character,  but  we  hold  to  the  enlarged 
view,  that  any  purely  civic  observance  that  appeals  directly  to  love  of  country, 
kindred  or  christian  faith,  should  have  the  active  public  sympathies  of  the 
Commandery. 

Of  the  ^'sickly  sentimental  and  unabridged  juvenile  practice  of  seeking  per- 
mission to  invade  a  jurisdiction,"  he  says: 

It  is  eminently  proper,  if  an  Illinois  Commandery  desires  to  visit  Wisconsin, 
that  permission  be  asked  of  its  Grand  Commander  to  appear  therein  in  the 
costume  of  the  Order;  but  anything  further  than  this  is  unmitigated  hog* wash. 

Of  the  Louisiana-Maryland  embroglio,  he  says: 

We  do  not  have  remote  idea  that  insult  was  intended,  but  the  language  of  Sir 
Knight  Adreon  was  reprehensible.  When  a  reporter  makes  a  supreme  effort 
to  be  incisive  and  pert,  he  is  not  only  liable  to  say  unwise  things,  but  is  apt  to 
indulge  in  indefensible  rhetoric.  It  is  the  better  plan  to  keep  within  the 
bounds  of  legitimate  criticism  in  reviewing  matters  official.  They  may  appear 
ever  so  foolish,  yet  there  is  gross  impropriety  in  placing  them  amid  showers  of 
fire  and  brimstone.  We  hope  that  our  distinguished  Grand  Master,  Sir  Knight 
Withers,  may  be  able  to  reconcile  the  combatants,  and  restore  fraternal  good 
will  between  jurisdictions  that  enjoy  the  respect  of  their  f raters  of  the  entire 
Grand  Encampment. 

Many  more  good  things  in  this  report  tempt  us,  but  our  procrustean  bed  of 
'•space"  forbids. 

The  next  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Chicago,  October  27th,  1885. 
Sir  Haswell  C.  Clarke,  G.'.  C.*.,  Sir  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder. 
Commanderies,  57;  Membership,  6,222;  Average,  109. 


INDIANA— 1885. 


Thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Indianapolis,  April  25th,  1885,  Grand 
Commander  Walter  Vail,  presiding,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  present  except 
the  Junior  Warden.  Thirty-one  Subordinates  represented,  and  23  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives present,  among  them  Sir  Jno.  W.  Oruft  represei^ting  Mississippi. 

Also  present  11  Fast  Grand  Commanders  and  19  Past  Eminent  Command- 
ers. This  unusual  attendance  shows  the  Order  to  be  in  a  fiourishing  condition 
in  Indiana. 

ADDBESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  announces  that  the  total  loss  by  death  during  the 
year,  had  been  thirty. 

He  reports  that  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  bank  in  which  the  Grand  Treasu- 
rer had  deposited  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  all  the  balance  in  the 
Treasnry  had  been  swept  away,  and  that  the  strictest  economy  in  expenditures 
had  become  necessary.  In  this  connection  he  suggests  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  paid  representatives,  and  recommends  that  only  the  Eminent  Com- 


44       REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

manders,  or  their  proxies,  repreeenting  Sabordinate  Commanderies  be  paid. 

He  also  recommends  that  such  action  be  taken  as  will  relieve  the  estate  of 
the  late  Grand  Treasurer  (now  dead)  from  liability  on  acconnt  of  said  failure. 

We  are  sorry  for  the  misfortune  of  our  fraters,  for  the  amount  lost  (748.31) 
is  quite  considerable,  but  after  getting  along  for  a  few  years  with  a  micro- 
scopio  '^  balance,''  as  we  do  in  Mississippi,  they  will  get  used  to  it. 

He  had  issued  the  usual  number  of  dispensations,  but  none,  we  are  glad  to 
see,  to  '^  invade  the  dominions  "  of  a  friendly  power,  nor  had  he  consented  for 
any  one  to  "  cross  our  lines."     Most  excellent  ruler! 

PBOCEEDIMOS. 

R.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle  was  appointed  "  Historian  of  Templar  Masonry 
of  Indiana,"  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Sir  Chas.  Cruft. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Charters,  a  charter  was  granted 
to  Anderson  Commandery,  No.  32;  whereupon  Muncie,  No.  18,  filed  notice  of 
an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Encampment ''  on  the  question  of  law  involved." 

We  are  not  informed  as  to  the  ground  on  which  Muncie  appeals  so  persist- 
ently, (having  already  appealed  against  the  granting  of  the  dispensation  the 
year  previous,)  and  shall  look  with  interest  for  the  solution  of  the  muddle  by 
the  Grand  Encampment. 

Ascension  day  was  set  aside  and  designated  as  the  "Anniversary  of  the 
Templar  Orders  in  this  Jurisdiction,"  and  Subordinates  were  granted  the  priv- 
ilege of  celebrating  same  as  each  might  deem  best^  without  special  dispensa- 
tion. 

Indefinite  suspension  was  adopted  as  the  only  penalty  for  non-payment  of 
dues. 

COBBSSPONDEMOE. 

The  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  the  veteran  Sir  N.  R.  Ruckle,  and  covers  128 
pages.    He  reviews  33  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi,  for  1884,  among  them. 

Under  head  of  Arkansas,  he  quotes  approvingly  the  able  argument  of  Grand 
Commander  Clayton  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Encampment;  in  which  approval 
we  fully  concur. 

He  opposes  the  formation  of  "  Drill  Corps"  in  Commanderies,  and  says: 

^  We  do  not  believe  in  the  expediency  of  any  organization  in  the  Command- 
ery to  do  any  of  the  things  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commandery  to  do. 
Commanderies  should  acquire  such  military  proficiency  as  to  enable  them  to 
make  creditable  appearance  in  public,  or  they  should  keep  their  awkwardness 
and  ignorance  in-doors.  But  this  will  not  be  best  accomplished  by  drill  corps 
organizations,  which  tend  to  build  up  divisions  in  the  Commandery,  however 
successful  they  may  be  in  their  direct  object." 

He  does  not  believe  in  making  a  test  of  the  Trinitarian  question. 

He  quotes  from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Illinois,  who  is  opposed  to  sus- 
pension or  expulsion  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  working  a  like  penalty  in  the 
Commandery.    He  says,  in  answer: 

"  We  cannot  agree  with  the  reasonings  above.  The  aim  is  to  free  Command- 
ery membership  from  dependence  upon  Master  Mason's  good  standing;  and 
one  of  the  inevitable  measures  to  this  end  is  to  strike  from  the  work  of  the 
Commandery  all  use  of  the  signs  or  reference  to  the  esoteric  Ritual  of  the 
Lodge — a  virtual  separation  of  Templarism  from  Masonry. 
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In  oar  humble  jndgment  they  are  both  right  and  both  wrong.  Sufipension 
for  dnes  in  the  Lodge  should  not  sa spend  in  the  Gommandery,  bnt  suspension 
for  nnmasonic  conduct  should.  The  question  is  not  one  of  **  virtual  separation 
of  Templarism  from  Masonry,"  but  simply  whether  each  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  control  its  own  financial  system.  As  the  non-payment  of  dues  is  not  an  of- 
fense to  the  body  of  the  Graft,  but  only  to  the  particular  Lodge  of  which  the 
brother  may  be  a  member,  we  can't  see  what  the  Gommandery,  or  anybody 
else,  has  to  do  with  it. 

Dr.  Mackey,  the  eminent  Masonic  writer  and  jurist,  on  this  question  says: 

'^  It  is  not  a  general  Masonic  duty,  in  which  the  Mason  is  affected,  to  the 
whole  of  the  Graft,  but  an  arrangement  between  himself  and  his  Lodge,  with 
which  the  Grand  Lodge  ought  not  to  interfere.  As  the  payment  of  dues  is  not 
a  duty  owing  to  the  Craft  in  general,  so  the  no u -payment  of  them  is  not  an 
offense  against  the  Craft,  but  simply  agaiust  his  Lodge.*' 

Now,  if  the  non-payment  of  dues  be  not  such  an  offense  as  the  Grand  Lodge 
ought  to  interfere  with,  surely  the  right  of  the  Gommandery  to  interfere  is  a 
shadowy  one  indeed.  We  look  upon  the  question  as  simply  a  financial  one  be- 
tween the  member  and  his  Lodge,  and  in  which  no  one  else  is  interested.  The 
converse  of  this  is  one  of  those  poor  rules  that  ^'  won't  work  both  ways,''  for 
neither  Lodge  nor  Chapter  pays  any  attention  to  discipline  of  any  kind  in  the 
Commandery. 

Sir  Knight  Ruckle  ably,  and,  we  think,  successfully,  defends  the  action  of  his 
Grand  Gommandery  against  the  strictures  of  Sir  Knight  Gumey,  for  granting 
a  charter  to  Anderson  Commandery,  over  the  protest  of  Muncie.  We  haven't 
space  for  his  full  argument,  but  append  the  closing  paragraphs: 

^^  The* Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  says,  indisputably  and  without 
qualification,  that  'each  Grand  Gommandery  shall  have  ezdusive  power  to  con- 
stitute new  Commanderies  within  its  Jurisdiction.'  Can  that  power  be  exclus- 
ive which  depends  for  its  exercise  upon  the  consent  or  ratification  of  a  Subor- 
dinate? 

^^  A  Grand  Commandery  assuredly  cannot  be  deprived  of  a  vested  constitu- 
tional right  by  a  statutory  enactment,  or  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  repeal- 
ing or  amending  the  clauses  on  which  its  vested  right  depends.  The  exercise 
of  an  exclusive  {>ower,  granted  by  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  qualified  or  re- 
stricted by  a  statutory  enactment." 

He  notices  Mississippi  courteously  in  three  pages,  but  does  the  new  Grand 
Commander  and  F.  C.  Reporter  both  the  **  discourtesy  "  of  spelling  their  names 
wrong.    Put  on  your  **  specs,"  brother  Ruckle. 

He  quotes  the  opinion  of  our  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  on  the  proxy 
question,  but  makes  no  comment. 

Of  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  report  he  says: 

^  He  writes  strikingly,  seriously  and  vehemently,  using  plain  words,  and  with 
but  little  care  for  the  conventional  courtesies  of  a  Correspondent's  Report." 

He  believes  there  is  good  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  is  not  afraid  to 
say  so,  notwithstanding  it  now  seems  to  be  popular  and  '*  good  form  "  to  spew 
at  it. 

We  would  quote  much  more  freely  from  Sir  Knight  Ruckle,  had  we  the  space. 
His  views  are  always  forcibly,  fairly  and  courieousfy  put,  and  in  nearly  every 
instance  coincide  with  our  own,  so  we  cannot  be  blamed  for  thinking  he  is  an 
able  writer. 
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His  report  is  adoompanied  by  some  valuable  tables  of  statistics,  from  which 
it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  net  gain  of  3.824  in  the  Templar  mempership 
in  the  United  States  for  the  year  1884. 

Next  Annual  Gondaye  at  Indianapolis,  April  26, 1886. 

Sir  Henry  C.  Adams,  G.  C;  Sir  Jno.  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  31;  membership,  2429;  average  78. 


IOWA— 1884. 

Iowa  attained  her  majority  this  year. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Fort  Dodge,  October  9,  1884. 
Sir  Abel  W.  Dougherty,  G.  C,  presiding — forty-two  subordinates  represented. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  welcomed  and  the  hospitalities  of  Calvary? 
No.  24,  tendered  in  feeling  words  by  Sir  Jno.  F.  Dunscombe,  to  which  P.  G.  C. 
Theodore  S.  Parvin  eloquently  responded.     Both  addresses  are  published. 

ADDRESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  having  granted  several  dispensations  to  ap- 
pear in  public,  on  *^other  than  Masonic  occasions,"  from  which  we  infer  that 
he  is  not  of  those  who  are  ashamed  to  see  the  Templar  banner  unfurled  to  the 
breeze. 

The  number  of  General  Orders  issued  shows  a  watchful  eye  to  the  interests 
of  his  command.  He  reports  the  commissioning  of  24  Representatives  near 
other  Grand  Commanderies,  none,  however,  for  Mississippi.  Why  is  this,  dear 
f rater?  W^  would  love  to  have  an  envoy  from  your  great  and  growing  com- 
mand, if  only  to  tell  us  how  to  infuse  some  of  your  vitality  into  our  sluggish 
Order  here.    We  hope  Iowa  will  soon  extend  us  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.* 

We  note  the  following  decision: 

A  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  in  any  jurisdiction  out  of  the  State 
may  petition  and  receive  the  Templar  orders  in  this  State,  provided  his  home 
is  here,  except  Royal  Arch  Masons  made  in  jurisdictions  where  the  Mark  Mas- 
ter Mason's  degree  is  conferred,  in  which  case  he  must  first  be  ^^healed"  in  the 
Chapter. 

We  were  not  aware  before  ttiat  the  Mark  Master's  degree  was  tabooed  in 
Iowa,  nor  do  we  see  how  the  degree  could  well  be  ^^healed"  out  of  a  fellow  after 
he  had  once  gotton  it  into  him.  Surely  this  must  be  a  misprint.  What  say 
you,  brother  Guilbert? 

PBOCEEDINOS. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  permanent  summer  camping  ground, 
for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  from  which  we  infer  that  they  intend 
to  temper  business  with  pleasure  as  they  journey  on. 

This  Jurisdiction  has  what  we  consider  a  good  thing,  to-wit:  a  Committee  on 
Visitors,  whose  duty  consists  in  "welcoming  to  our  borders  and  to  our  asylums, 
any  stranger,  pilgrim  or  visitor.'' 

^Sir  KniKlit  Frwin  will  wp.  pase  6,  that  Ihe  (irand  C«»nuuaniJery  of  Iowa  was  represented  bv 
Sir  Wni.  French,  and  that  Sir  JaH.  T.  Meade  ha»  been  nominated'  his  successor. 

*  Grand  Ukcosdf.r. 


\ 
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We  notioe  that  the  four  lower  officers,  Standard  Beprer,  Sword  Bearer,  War- 
der and  Captain  of  the  Guard,  are  appointed,  and  not  elected,  as  with  ns.  We 
don't  like  this  plan  much.  It  robs  the  officer  of  the  honor  attaching  to  all 
positions  given  hy  a  majority  vote. 

The  only  argument  in  favor  of  it  is  that  it  saves  time,  but  there  is  generally 
plenty  of  time  and  to  spare,  at  our  Annual  Conclaves. 

We  notice  that  Sir  James  Morton,  Grand  RepreJ^entative  of  Mississippi,  was 
elected  Grand  Commander.  Of  course  we  feel  gratified  at  this  compliment  to 
our  distinguished  Represensative. 

COBBESPONDENCE. 

The  report  is  as  usual  from  the  facile  pen  of  Sir  £.  A.  Gnilbert.  He  reviews 
27  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  not  among  them.  He  very  properly  takes  Virgi- 
nia to  task  for  her  refusal  to  exchange  Representatives  with  Alabama,  on  the 
ground  that  both  owing  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  they  are  not  in- 
dependent bodies. 

The  Grand  Encampment  claims  no  such  authority,  and  it  is  well  to  surrender 
no  more  rights  to  governing  bodies  than  thej  claim.  They  are  sure  to  claim 
enough. 

Under  head  of  Canada  he  takes  issue,  very  properly,  we  think,  with  the  Great 
Prior  on  his  Trinitarian  doctrine,  and  his  very  evident  assumption  of  superior- 
ity over  all  who  disagree  with  him. 

Sir  Knight  Gnilbert  says: 

I  do  not  sympathize  with  him,  however,  in  his  evident  belief  that  because 
we  have  not  his  "orthodox  Christian,  Trinitarian"  tests,  it  is  our  shame.  I  am 
prepared  to  defend  the  proposition  that  it  is  rather  our  gloiy. 

Correct.    Let  us  steer  clear  of  sectarian  ^testp,"  and  welcome  all  who  are 
willing  to  wield  their  swords  for  ^^nnocent  maidens,  destitute  widows,  helpless 
orphans,  and  the  Christian  religion,"  without  requiring  to  know  how  they  con 
etrue  difficult  passages  of  scripture. 

Sir  Knight  Gnilbert  quotes  disapprovingly,  the  Grand  Commander  of  Cali- 
fornia, who  says  of  the  Triennials: 

''They  will  do  mere  toward  the  unification  and  harmony  of  our  p?ople  than 
all  other  agencies  combined." 

Friend  Gnilbert  thinks  this  is  a  devotee^s  verdict,  to  be  tnke:i  with  a  grain  of 
salt. 

He  also  turns  the  Grand  Commander  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  "the  gen-  j 

tie  DeLap,  of  Mississippi,"  for  allowing  a  Commnndery   to  act  an  escort  on 
^^Memorial  Day." 

Alas!  the  good  frater  is  destined  to  disappointment,  for  DeLnp  is  out  of 
harness  this  year,  and  the  reportorial  pen  of  Mississippi  is  in  the  hand  of  one 
who  modestly  differs  with  Sir  Knights  Gnilbert  and  DeLap  on  this  question. 

Under  Georgia  he  quotes  Sir  Knight  HalPs  criticisms  on  the  bad  habit  of 
f^me  Grand  Commanders  in  affecting  to  disfavor  banquets  and  social  enjoy- 
ment during  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  says: 

He  might  have  added  that  these  same  banquet  contemners  are.  a^*  a  rule,  the 
most  ^'valiant"  of  the  ^'very  valiant  trencher-men"  who  materialize  on  those 
halcyon  occasions. 
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Sir  Knight  Gailbert  is  a  good  hater,  and  he  never  misses  an  opportunity  of 
giving  the  ^^Gentral  Anomaly"  (his  pet  name  for  the  Grand  Encampment)  a 
whack.  He  says,  ''to  get  rid  of  the  incnbns  is  the  one  thing  needful  now," 
though  he  does  not  advocate  violent  means. 

Woald  it  not  be  better,  dear  f  rater,  to  give  some  of  yoar  splendid  talent  and 
energy  to  improving  the  ''Central  Anomaly,"  instead  of  destroying  it? 

It  is  mach  easier  to  tear  down  than  baild  np,  mnch  easier  to  find  faults  than 
to  remedy  them,  and  we  imagine  that  if  all  the  f  raters  who  now  anathematize 
the  Grand  Encampment  so  heartily,  would  make  a  practice  of  attending  its 
meetings  regularly,  they  would  find  less  to  cavil  at,  and  by  their  constant  pres' 
ence  would,  in  time,  get  the  ''Incabus"  out  of  its  old  ruts,  and  on  the  high  road 
to  usefulness. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  central  organization,  properly  managed, 
would  be  of  vast  benefit  to  the  Order.  Suppose,  then,  as  we  canH  kill  it  by 
cursing,  that  we  set  to  work  and  see  if  we  can't  cure  it  by  nursing.  Come  now, 
what  do  you  say  ? 

Under  Kentucky  he  quotes  Sir  Knight  Woodruff  on  the  Capitular  require- 
ment, and  takes  position  with  him,  that  owing  to  the  decadence  and  want  of 
interest  in  the  Chapter  Degrees,  they  have  become  a  stumbling  block  in  th'j 
way  of  Templary,  and  ought  to  be  abolished  as  prerequisites. 

In  this  opinion  we  most  heartily  concur.  Sir  Knight  Guilbert  has  a  high 
conception  of  the  mission  of  a  reviewer.    He  says: 

The  mission  of  the  reviewer  is  that  of  a  moulder  of  Templar  opinion.  To 
construct  a  critique  in  the  mechanical  way  that  some  are  in  the  habit  of  doing, 
does  not  fulfill  that  mission.  A  commonplace  clerk  can  write  catalogues,  it 
requires  a  master  workman  to  carry  out  to  its  logical  sequence  the  idea  on 
which  this  form  of  Templar  literature  is  founded. 

We  fully  agree  with  him,  and  only  regret  that  we  are  not  "a  master  work- 
man," as  he  so  evidently  is. 

We  find  much  more  of  interest  in  his  report,  but  limited  space  warns  us  to 
stop. 

Sir  James  Morton,  G.  C,  Sir  Jno.  C.  Parish,  G.  R. 

Sir  E.  A.  Gailbert  again  Chairman  F.  C.  Committee. 

Commanderies,  47;  membership,  3188;  average,  69. 


KANSAS— 1884. 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Emporia,  May  l5th,  1881,  Sir 
Henry  M.  Waters,  G.  C,  presiding.  21  Commanderies  represented.  Seven 
Past  Grand  Commanders  and  seven  Grand  Representatives  present,  no  one  for 
Mississippi . 

ad;>bbs8. 

The  Grand  Commander  had  constituted  three  new  Commanderies,  and  issued 
dispensations  for  two  more. 

Permission  to  "pass  our  lines,"  was  cheerfully  granted  to  the  Grand  Com- 
manderies of  Massachusetts  and  Missouri. 
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We  think  this  ^^permission*'  business  ought  to  be  broken  np  before  it  does 
harm.  Why,  a  cantankerous  Grand  Commander  might  prevent  the  holding 
of  a  Triennial  Conclave,  by  refusing  permission  to  all  comers  to  cross  his 
^lines,''  for  of  coarse  no  one  would  dare  to  cross  withont  it? 

He  refused  permission  to  a  Commandery  to  appear  in  public  on  Decoration 
Day,  and  in  fact  don't  believe  much  in  Decoration  Day,  no  way.  We  copy  the 
following  decision,  thinking  it  will  be  of  interest: 

The  following  letter  was  sent  me,  asking  whether  the  E.  C.  and  Commandery 
were  iustified  iu  the  action  taken:  *^A  Companion  in  our  city  was  elected  and 
received  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  last  evening  we  had  a  special  Con* 
clave  to  give  him  the  other  Orders.  In  answering  the  usual  questions,  he  gave 
the  answer  ^No,'  to  each.  I  sent  them  back  to  him  by  the  J.  W.  to  ask  him  if  he 
intended  to  answer  ^No.'  To  the  second  question,  he  said  he  did.  We  sent  again 
to  ask  if  he  understood  the  question,  and  he  voluntarily  answered  'Nu.'  He  then 
wrote  above  his  signature  as  follows:  'Not  any  more  than  I  would  in  any  just 
cause.  Between  the  religions  sects  that  I  know  of,  I  would  defend  the  Christian 
religion.'  We  then,  through  the  J.  W.,  ordered  him  to  retire.  The  Sir  Knights 
present  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  could 
not  give  him  the  Orders." 

I  notified  the  Commandery  that  their  action  was  fipproved,  that  the  ques- 
tions were  fair  and  square,  and  any  one  who  could  not  aud  would  not  make  the 
usual  answer,  shouH  be  excluded  from  our  asylums. 

He  approves  the  system  of  visitations,  and  hopes  they  will  be  kept  up. 

PSOO££DINGS. 

Their  venerable  Grand  Treasurer,  now  over  80  years  of  age,  was  granted  an 
annuity  of  fifty  dollars,  during  life.    A  worthy  act,  gracefully  performed. 

Steps  were  taken  to  have  a  prize  drill  uader  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, at  the  next  Annual  Conclave,  for  which  purpose  an  assessment  of  one 
dollar  was  laid  upon  each  Knight  Templar  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

OOBBKSPONPENOE. 

Is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  J.  H.  Brown,  and  contains  118  pages.  He  sets  out 
with  a  graphic  aud  truthful  description  of  the  amount  of  labor  involved  in 
the  preparation  of  a  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  none  realize, 
save  those  who  have  tried  it. 

Reviewing  California  he  uses  this  bitter  phrase,  ^'eschewing  the  companion- 
ship of  Jesus,  anti-trinitarians  and  infidels,''  etc. 

Now  we  submit,  that  inasmuch  as  many  of  our  fraters,  otherwise  good  men 
and  true,  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  it  would  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  teachings  of  our  Divine  Master,  and  that  charity  which 
endureth  all  things,  to  allow  them  the  same  liberty  of  conscience  which  we 
oar  selves  claim. 

The  Bible  is  open  for  all  to  read,  and  each  must  interpret  for  his  own  con- 
science, and  we  should  be  £low  to  cast  the  envenomed  shaft  of  vituperation  at 
a  brother,  because  he  does  not  read  the  lines  precisely  as  we  do. 

In  Mississippi,  while  we  have  no  written  law  on  the  subject  of  the  Trinity, 
yet  it  is  clearly  set  forth  in  our  adopted  Devotional  Service,  and  is  acknowledged, 
so  far  as  we  know,  by  every  Sir  Knight  in  the  Jurisdiction.  And  yet  we  fee 
sure  that  any  attempt  to  make  it  a  test,  would  stir  up  determined  opposition 
and  strife. 
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Better  leave  all  such  disputations  to  the  theologians,  who  are  too  full  of 
doctrine  to  have  charity,  and  let  us,  as  members  of  a  glorious  brotherhood, 
with  malice  towards  none,  and  charity  for  all,  strive  only  to  see  '*  who  can 
i>e8t  work  and  best  agree." 

Sir  Knight  Brown  sets  his  face  like  a  flint  against  the  propensity  of  the  av- 
erage Grand  Commander  to  make  "decisions,"  and  thinks  that  a  simple  refer- 
ence to  the  adopted  law  will  generally  be  found  amply  sufficient.    Correct! 

Under  Maryland,  he  quotes  a  sensible  suggestion  from  the  Grand  Comman- 
der that  the  fees  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  be  raised  so  as  to  cover  the  cost 
of  a  uniform. 

Mississippi  is  kindly  noticed  in  four  pages.  He  quotes  approvingly  from 
Sir  Knight  Meade's  protest  against  extravagant  entertainments  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  but  dissents  from  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  (which  is  also  the  Missis- 
sippi) idea  of  physical  qualifications. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  will  be  he  held  at  Atchison,  May  12,  1885. 

Sir  Jacob  DeWitt,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder. 

Membership,  1376;  Commanderies,  25;  average,  55. 


KENTUCKY— 1884. 


The  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Bowling  Green,  May  22, 
1884;  Sir  Edwin  G.  Hall,  G.  C,  presiding.  Present,  the  representatives  of  24 
Subordinates,  3  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  10  Grand  Representatives — Sir 
John  S.  Lyle  for  Mississippi. 

Sir  W.  LaRne  Thomas,  Grand  Senior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
was  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  East,  and  welcomed  as  the  Representative  of  the 
Orand  Master.  ^ 

ADDBB88. 

The  Grand  Commander  congratulates  the  Order  that  during  the  year  not 
:a  single  question  has  been  submitted  for  decision,  and  thinks  it  indicates  har- 
mony of  feeling  among  the  f raters,  and  a  general  familiarity  with  the  laws; 
^hich  is  highly  creditable. 

He  was  prolific,  however,  in  ^^  orders,"  having  issued  9  general  and  21  special 
orders;  which  latter  is  his  way  of  saying  '*  dispensation."  He  has  appointed 
-several  Grand  Rep's,  though  he  does  not  set  much  store  by  that  ofi&cial.  He 
says: 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  t^B  office — or  whatever  it  may  be  called — is  useless, 
-cumbersome,  and  amounts  to  nothing  but  ostentation."  * 

We  think  our  good  f rater  is  mistaken  about  these  ornamental  appendages, 
though.  They  may  be  ^*  useless,"  but,  as  they  never  do  anything,  we  donH  see 
how  they  can  be  "  cumbersome-,"  unless  even  their  presence  has  (like  the  grass- 
hopper) become  a  burden.  Let  them  alone,  frater.  We  live  in  an  "evoluting" 
age,  and  perhaps  work  for  them  will  yet  be  evolved  from  the  busy  brain  of 
■£ome  utilitarian,  who  cannot  be  happy  unless  everybody  has  something  to  do. 

He  speaks  fondly  of  their  ** Masonic  Home";  of  which  they  may  well  be 
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prond.    There  are  now  sheltered  beneath  its  friendly  roof  174  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  Masons. 

''  The  children  at  the  Home  not  only  receive  a  good  English  education,  bnt 
are  also  taught  practical  lessons  of  industry  that  will  qualify  them  for  lives  of 
usefulness  and  independence. 

^*  There  are  now  in  successful  operation,  a  shop  for  cane-seating  chairs  (from 
this  the  home  derives  some  revenue) ;  a  shoe  shop,  where  new  shoes  are  made 
and  old  ones  repaired,  and  a  printing  office.  Here  the  boys  are  being  taught 
that  which  will  give  them  confidence  in  life's  struggle,  and  which  if  patronized 
as  it  ought  to  be,  will  contribute  largely  towards  the  maintenance  of  that  great 
and  practical  charity." 

What  a  noble  charity! 

We,  too,  have  in  Mississippi  an  Orphans'  Home,  kept  up  by  the  dear  Chris- 
tian women  of  our  State,  aided  in  part  by  the  various  Masonic  Bodies  of  this 
jurisdiction. 

Our  noble  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  whose  heart  always  goes  out  to 
the  helpless  and  distressed,  never  fails  to  make  his  appeal  for  the  orphans  at 
each  meeting  of  each  Grand  Body,  (he  is  Secretary  of  all  of  them,)  and  never 
without  success. 

PB0OEEDIMO8. 

They  have  in  Kentucky  a  question  of  infringement  of  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, committed  by  Kentucky  against  Ohio,  which  promises  to  be  interesting. 

Hillsboro  Gommandery,  of  Ohio,  appears  in  the  Grand  Commandery  of  that 
State  and  prefers  charges  against  Maysville  Commandery,  of  Kentucky,  for 
violating  her  jurisdiction,  by  Knighting  certain  Companions  resident  therein. 

The  Grand  Commandery  requested  the  Grand  Commander  to  open  corres- 
pondence with  Kentucky;  which  he  did. 

The  Grand  Commander  of  Kentucky  replies,  in  defense  of  Maysville,  that 
the  Companions  in  dispute  wer^ represented  to  Maysville  as  being  in  the  juris- 
diction of  Portsmouth  Commandery,  Ohio,  and  that  Portsmouth  had  waived 
jurisdiction  in  favor  of  Maysville. 

This,  we  thin^E,  places  the  question  between  the  two  Ohio  Commanderies. 

The  real  difficulty  of  the  case,  however,  for  Kentucky,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  two  Subordinates  (Portsmouth,  of  Ohio,  and  Maysville,  of  Kentucky,)  seem 
to  have  corresponded  directly  with  each  other,  both  of  them  ignoring  their 
Grand  Commanders  entirely.  This  is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  usual  Knightly 
courtesy,  but  also  of  paragraph  32,  Supplement  to  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  which  says  "Correspondence  between  Subordinates  of 
different  Grand  Commanderies  should  be  forwarded  through  their  respective 
Grand  Commanders."  Therefore,  the  Kentucky  Commandery  had  no  real  au- 
thority to  act  at  all. 

We  have  noticed  the  above,  a  little  in  detail,  as  we  have  a  somewhat  similar 
case  between  Mississippi  and  |Tennessee.  Only,  in  our  case,  the  Tennessee 
Gommandery  balloted  for  the  Companions,  although  they  lived  in  Mississippi, 
and  Knighted  them  without  saying  ^  by  your  leave  "  to  anybody  except  the  E. 
C  of  the  Mississippi  Commandery,  who  happened  to  be  in  Memphis,  and  gave 
a  verbal  permission  for  them  to  do  so. 

We  shall  probably  hear  more  of  it  when  our  Grand  Commandery  meets. 

Short  form  of  Malta  Ritual  adopted.    The  officers  were  installed  in  public. 
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OOBBBSPOMDKNCE. 

The  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Ohas.  R.  Woodruff,  and  covers  121  pages. 

Under  Illinois  he  discusses  with  Sir  Knight  Gnrney  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  Eminent  Commander  to  summarily  eject  from  the  Asylum  any 
Sir  Knight  guilty  of  ''disorderly  behayior.''  Sir  Knight  Woodruff  contends 
that  the  E.  C.  has  the  right;  Sir  Knight  Gurney  that  he  has  it  not.  In  this 
connection  Sir  Knight  Woodruff  says: 

We  should  be  greatly  edified  to  know  the  practice  in  each  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
and  would  thank  our  brother  Correspondents  to  enlighten  us  upon  this  subject. 

In  Mississippi  we  have  no  law  bearing  directly  on  the  subject,  and  the  near- 
east  approach  is  the  following  from  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies:  '^Art.  xvi.  Should  any  member  so  far  forget  his  duty  as  to 
be  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  reprimand,  suspension 
or  expulsion  from  his  Commandery,  after  due  trial,  which  shall  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  ''Rules  for  Trial."  From  this,  it  looks  as  if  a  regular  trial 
would  be  necessary. 

Still,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  absolute  necessity  that  the  right  of  prompt 
protection  to  the  Commandery  from  boisterous  disturbance  should  lie  some- 
where, we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Commander,  under  his  general 
powers  and  prerogatives,  could,  and  should,  promptly  eject  any  offender  from 
the  Asylum,  leaving  it  of  course  to  the  Commandery  to  deal  with  him  after- 
wards as  they  might  think  proper. 

We  remember  a  case  once,  where  a  drunken  Knight  came  into  the  Asylum 
while  the  Grand  Commandery  was  in  session,  and  created  a  disturbance.  He 
was  promptly  ejected  by  order  of  the  Grand  Commander,  and  the  next  day, 
was  equally  as  promptly  tried  and  cxpelltd  by  his  own  Commandery.  So  the 
practice,  if  not  the  law,  of  summary  ejeotment  holds  in  Mississippi. 

His  notice  of  Mississippi  is  short,  and  nothing  of  importance  enough  to 
clip. 

The  next  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Frankfort  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  May» 
1885. 

Sir  Barnard  G.  Witt,  G.  C;  Sir  L.  D.  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  23;  membership,  1473;  average  membership,  64. 


MARYLAND— 1884. 


The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Baltimoie,  November  26,  1884; 
Sir  Wm.  A.  Hanway,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

Present,  9  Past  Grand  Commanders,  24  Grand  Representatives,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  five  of  the  eight  Subordinates. 

ADDHBSa. 

The  Grand  Commander  had  granted  three  dispensations  to  appear  in  public, 
none  to  ballot  on  short  time. 

On  the  unfortunate  embroglio  with  Louisiana,  he  says: 

The  resolution  passed  at  our  last  Annual  Conclave,  was  offered  in  good  faith 
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as  a  diBclaimer  ^of  any  intention  to  wound  the  feelings  or  personally  insult 
any  of  our  f raters  of  Louisiana,"  and  we  fail  to  see  how,  by  any  proper  con- 
struction, this  resolution  can  be  twisted  into  a  deliberate  avowal  and  endorse- 
ment of  the  offensive  language  used  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maryland,  and  a  reiteration  of  it,"  as 
declared  by  Grand  Commander  Horner. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  hope  our  Louisiana  f  raters  will  moderate  their 
wrath,  and  let  peace  reign  once  more.  The  intent  makes  the  deed,  and  as 
Maryland  disclaims  any  intent  to  wound,  this  would  seem  to  be  enough  to  ask. 

On  the  subject  of  F.  C.  Reports,  he  makes  the  following  eminently  wise  and 

proper  suggestion,  which  we  endorse,  though  we  have  not  in  this  report  fully 

followed  its  precepts.     We  plead  in  extenuation,  however,  the  evil  effect  of  bad 

examples. 

Of  late,  the  question  has  been  frequently  asked,  "what  are  the  duties 
of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence?"  Primarily,  we  think, 
to  commend  or  criticise  the  doings  of  other  Jurisdictions,  and  present 
in  a  condensed  form,  such  proceedings  as  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Fra- 
ternity. Certain  it  is  that  such  committees  are  not  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  a  theological  discussion,  and  judging  from  what  has  been 
dished  up  by  some,  we  are  led  to  believe  they  are  better  fitted  for  some  other 
profession  than  theologians.  The  sooner  this  theological  warfare  is  ended,  the 
better  for  the  Order,  and  I  trust  this  Grand  Commandery  will  set  its  seal  of 
condemnation  upon  it,  by  prohibiting  any  reference  to  the  subject  in  the 
report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence.  If  we  must  have  a  promulgation  of 
theological  dogmas  let  it  be  by  the  Grand  Encampment  Then  the  conscien- 
tious Templar  will  know  how  to  govern  himself. 

PBOOEEDINGS. 

Grant's  Tactics  adopted. 
i'  The  Grand  Commandery  endorsed  the  Grand  Commander's  viewb  on  theolog- 

ical discussions. 

A  system  of  uniform,  descending  to  the  most  minute  particulars,  even  to  the 
width  of  coat  collar,  size  of  buttons  and  number  of  stripes  of  gold  lace  on 
belt,  was  adopted. 

OOBBESPOMDEMGE. 

The  report  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Wm.  T.  Adreon,  who  reviews  29 
Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  18b3  and  1884  among  them. 

Under  California,  he  notices  that  the  G.  C.  recommends  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery to  declare  which  of  the  rival  Supreme  Councils  of  the  Scottish  Rite  it 
will  recognize.    In  comment,  he  says: 

Now  I  would  just  like  to  know  what  Knight  Templarism  has  got  to  do  with 
the  Scottish  Rite.  It  is  not  recognized  by  the  Scottish  Rite;  neither  that  or  R, 
A.  Masonry  is  known  to  them  A  man  starts  to  be  a  Scottish  Mason  from  the 
3d  degree,  and  the  4th  is  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  so  on  to  the  88d  degree.  Why 
did  not  the  Grand  Commander  in  his  report  have  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Red 
Men  and  Odd  Fellows  investigated,  and  have  the  seal  of  condemnation  placed 
upon  themt 

Of  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  its  four  large  <7ommanderieB,  he  says: 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven  Sir  Knights,  and  no  Grand  Commandery « 
will  be  still  a  surprise  and  enigma  to  all.  If  they  so  elect  to  remain  in  that 
condition,  we  of  Maryland  can  say — we  who  know  them  intimately  and  well — 
that  they  are  a  grand  jurisdiction,  charter  or  no  charter. 
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Hp  speaks  pleasantly  of  Mississippi,  giving  her  nearly  four  pages,  almost 
the  'whole  of  which,  however,  is  made  np  of  extracts  from  Sir  Knight  DeLap's 
F.  C.  Report. 

He  thinks  well  of  our  £.  George,  and  speaks  the  following  kind  words  of 
him,  for  which  in  behalf  of  oar  eminent  f rater  we  thank  him : 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  a  large  number  of  Jurisdictions  in  his  usual 
curt,  ringing,  enjoyable  way.  There  are  none  among  the  mutuals  that  will  miss 
DeLap  more  than  Maryland.  His  style  and  manner  is  to  us  peculiarly  pleas- 
ant and  agreeable,  and  we  sincerely  trust  that  the  absence  of  his  familiar  name 
from  the  Correspondence  report  of  Mississippi  is,  and  will  be  only  temporary. 

As  the  present  writer  is  only  a  "substitute,"  pressed  into  service  during  the 
absence  of  Sir  Knight  DeLap,  we  presume  his  familiar  name  will  adorn  the 
page  next  year,  and  our  Maryland  f rater  will  again  be  happy. 

Under  Nebraska  he  quotes  extensively  from  Sir  Knight  Graft's  review  of  the 
Louisiana-Maryland  difficulty,  but  instead  of  coming  square  out  and  saying 
he  meant  no  offense,  as  no  doubt  he  feels  like  doing,  he  contents  himself  by 
saying  that  he  attaches  no  more  importance  to  the  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
legend  than  to  any  other  fable. 

Now,  aside  from  the  irreverence  of  this  remark,  itself  unbecoming  in  a  K.T., 
We  submit  that  it  is  not  the  estimate  which  he  puts  upon  the  aforesaid  "fable,'' 
but  that  which  the  balance  of  mankind  puts,  which  determines  the  amount  of 
insult  conveyed. 

It  would  be  very  poor  satisfaction  to  one  who  had  been  publicly  called  a 

" liar,"  to  be  told  by  way  of  apology,  that  that  particular  form  of  words, 

in  the  insultor's  opinion,  was  a  mere  formula,  not  amounting  to  much;  in  fact 
a  kind  of  fable,  as  it  were. 

We  think  Sir  Knight  Adreon  ought  to  do  himself,  his  Grand  Commandery, 
and  the  Louisiana  fraters  the  justice  to  disclaim,  unequivocally  and  in  plain 
words,  any  intent  to  offend.  To  err  is  human;  to  own  up  and  ask  forgiveness 
is  divine. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Baltimore,  November  2i,  1885. 

Sir  Woodward  Abrahams,  G.  C;  Sir  Chas.  T.  Cisco,  Grand  Recorder. 

Number  of  Commanderies,  7;  membership,  772;  average,  110. 


MAINE— 1884. 

Thirty-third  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Portland,  May  7,  1884,  Grand  Com- 
mander Isaac  S.  Bangs,  presiding,  and  aJll  the  Grand  Officers  in  place. 

Present,  the  representatives  of  all  fourteen  of  the  Subordinates,  five  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  27  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  19  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, the  distinguished  Sir  Josiah  H.  Drummond  speaking  for  Mississippi. 

This  large  attendance  speaks  well  for  the  Order  in  Maine. 

ADDBE88. 

The  Grand  Commander  takes  early  occasion  to  urge  the  importance  of 
familiarity  with  drill  and  tactics.    He  says: 

Every  Sir  Knight  should  familiarize  himself  with  the  ordinary  military  evo- 
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Intions  of  the  aBjIum  tlmt  pertaio  to  our  Order,  and  nre  ah  moeh  it  pari  of  it 
u  is  tho  ritual  itself.  Tbe  importaoce  of  this  eau  bnidl;  be  over- eati mated. 
as  ours  is  a  militarf  order,  and  effioienc;  in  drill  and  disciptine  eeeins  pre_ 
reqnisite.  EverjthiDg  being  eqnal,  the  but  drilled  will  be  the  but  <carking  Com 
nBnderj. 

He  had  gr«nt«d  a  namber  of  diapenaatioiia,  for  which  he  has  the  good  sense 
not  to  apologize.  He  Hajs  he  thinka  the  jndgment  of  Snbordinate  Command- 
eriea  aa  to  their  necesaities,  is  "as  likelf  to  be  correct  as  the  discretioa  or  in- 
dlacretion  of  aoj  Oraod  Commnnder." 


Moetl;  local. 

It  vaa  rasoWed  that  the  namea  of  membera  be  hereafter  printed  in  full.  No 
more  ioitiala  in  Maine. 

Tbe  Grand  Commander  was  requested  to  call  a  meeting  daring  the  jear,  for 
the  parpoae  of  ''eiemplitf  ing,  diacaening  and  determining  the  work  of  the 
Ordera  of  Knighthood." 


The  Report,  which  is  injected  into  the  midst  of  the  Proceedings,  is  from  the 
pen  of  onr  old  friend,  Sir  Stephen  Berrjr.  It  ia  brimtall  of  good  tbingn,  bnt 
we  mnat  touch  them  lightly,  aa  we  want  to  appropriate  his  Table  of  General 
Statiatica,  '^bodacioualf ,"  as  the  old  women  say,  and  we  won't  have  room  for 

Uiseissippi  for  16S8  he  notices  in  one  and  half  pagea,  but  takes  it  ont  'nostlj 
in  clippings. 

We  append  the  statistical  table  referred  to,  and  will  aay  that  it  will  repaj 
pecnaal.  It  takes  a  great  deal  of  labor  to  get  up  these  tables,  and  Sir  Knight 
Berrf  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  entire  Order  for  them.     We  tender  our» 
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Loaisiana,  Feb.  15 

Maine,  May  7 

Maryland,  Nov.  28 
Maes,  and  R.  I.,  Oct.  81 . . . 
Michigan,  May  18 
Minnesota,  June  24 
MisBisflippi,  June  4 

MiBBonri,  May 

Nebraska,  April  22 

N.  Hamphshire,  Sep.  26 . . . 
New  Jersey,  Sept.  11 
New  York,  Oct.  2... 
N.  Carolina,  Oct.  9 

Ohio,  Oct.  10 

Penn.,  May  27 

Tennessee,  May  20 
Texas,  April  16 . . . 
Vermont,  Jnne  10 
Virginia,  Oct.  10 . . . 
W.  Virginia,  May  14 
Wisconsin,  Oct.  9 
G.  Enc.  subordinates 


Total  in  tJ.  S 

Canada,  July  10 

England  and  Wales 

Ireland 

Scotland 


Total  in  world 1884 


*1882. 

He  also  gives  an  interesting  stndy  of  the  comparative  growth  of  the  Order 
in  the  various  jurisdictions  of  the  world,  which  we  would  like  to  copy,  too,  if 
space  permitted.    As  it  is,  we  must  say  ** good-bye!" 

The  next  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Portland,  May  6, 1885. 

Sir  Isaac  S.  Bangrs,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  14;  membership,  1848;  average,  132. 


MICHIGAN-1884. 

Twenty-Eight  Annual  Conclave  held  May  13,  at  Detroit;  Sir  Jesse  E.  Sexton, 
G.  C,  presiding.     Thirty-four  out  of  the  thirty-five  Subordinates  represented. 

Sir  Hugh  MoCurdy,  Grand  Captain-General  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  vis- 
ited the  Grand  Commandery  officially  as  representative  of  the  Grand  Master, 
and  was  *^  cordially  welcomed." 

ADDBESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  notes  with  satisfaction  '*  the  great  improvement  in 
the  work  and  discipline  of  the  Asylum;"  which  he  attributes  to  the  exchange 
of  visits  and  exemplifying  the  work  which  had  been  largely  indulged  in  by  th« 
Subordinates. 
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He  is  opposed  to  any  Shakesperian  additions  to  the  Ritual,  ns  tending  to  di- 
versity of  work. 

He  issoed  a  General  Order,  prescribing  and  defining  the  nniform,  eyen  to 
the  style  of  shirt  collar. 

A  good  part  of  the  Address,  as  well  as  of  the  Annaal,  is  taken  np  by  the  '*Re- 
vised  Pilgrims'  Progress"  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Michigan  to  the  Triennial  at 
San  Francisco.  The  expedition,  which  had  been  elaborately  planned,  was  ac- 
companied by  many  ladies,  so  of  coorse  it  was  enjoyable. 

A  State  Encampment,  of  not  less  than  two  days  duration,  was  decided  upon, 
^'  to  be  devoted  to  general  field  work  and  perfection  of  drill."  A  good  move, 
we  think,  and  worthy  of  imitation. 

OOBBESPOMDBNCE. 

The  Report  is  again  from  Sir  William  P.  Innes,  and  covers  169  pages.  He 
reviews  fourteen  Grand  Bodies,  including  Mississippi,  for  1888,  to  which  he 
devotes  fonr  pages.  He  qnotes  copiously  from  the  address  of  Grand  Comman- 
der Meade,  and  also  from  the  Forejgn  Correspondence  Report  of  Sir  Knight 
DeLap,  whom,  he  says,  he  was  glad  to  see  re-appointed.  He  and  DeLap  are 
having  a  discussion  as  to  which  has  the  most  "  native  modesty." 

As  that  is  a  question  which  would  require  a  general  convention  of  all  the 
^^Matuals"  to  settle,  we  forbear  comment. 

Under  head  of  Louisiana,  he  quotes  at  length  the  casus  belli  between  that 
Jurisdiction  and  Maryland. 

If  we  understand  the  question  aright,  the  former  is  not  only  correct  in  feel- 
ing aggrieved  at  the  harsh  strictures  passed  upon  her,  but  is  correct  in  the  law, 
also.  In  this  jurisdiction,  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to  allow  each  Past 
Grand  Officer  his  vote,  in  addition  to  that  cast  by  him  as  the  Representative  of 
his  Commandery,  where  he  is  such,  and  we  have  never  heard  the  law  questioned 
before. 

The  rule  is  borne  out  by  justice,  also,  for  should  a  Delegate  be  deprived  of 
his  vote  because  he  happened  also  to  be  a  Past  Grand  Officer,  the  direct  result 
would  be  to  disfranchise  all  Commanderies  having  such  representatives.  True, 
they  might  avoid  it  by  electing  others,  but  the  result  would  be  bad,  for  in  that 
event,  they  would  be  compelled  to  set  aside  their  more  experienced  and  capa- 
ble members  in  favor  of  new  and  untried  ones.  Nor  can  we  see,  for  the  life  of 
UP,  how  it  works  a  hardship  to  anybody.  One  of  the  votes  is  a  personal  one, 
and  the  other  is  for  the  Commandery.  Both  have  the  right  to  be  represented, 
and  because  the  Eminent  Commander  has  the  honor  of  being  a  Past  Grand 
Commander  also,  we  fail  to  see  why  the  Commandery  should  be  deprived  of 
his  vote  as  Eminent  Commander. 

Under  the  operation  of  our  rule,  we  have  known  a  Sir  Knight  to  vote  on  both 
sides  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  explaining  that  he  voted  for  the 
amendment,  as  a  Delegate,  because  his  Commandery  had  instructed  him  to  do 
so,  bnt  voted  against  it,  in  his  own  right,  because  he  was  individually  opposed 
to  it.  Under  the  Maryland  rule,  one  or  the  other  of  these  votes  would  have 
been  suppressed  and  lost. 
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If  this  really  is  the  construction  put  npon  the  law  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, as  is  claimed,  then  the  sooner  it  is  repealed  the  better. 
Under  head  of  Ohio,  we  qaote  as  follows: 

""  It  appears  to  be  a  f^et  plan  with  Carson,  and  other  '  high  fellows '  who  write 
33°  after  their  names,  to  use  the  Masonic  Bodies,  as  they  get  control  of  them, 
to  legislate  upon | which  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies  are  legal  and  legitimate.  It 
is  not  the  place.  Sir  Carson,  to  establish  your  right  to  reign,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing it  appears  to  be  a  part  of  your  Scottish  Rite  System,  we  fail  to  see  what 
Templar  Masons  have  to  do  with  the  subject  at  cJL,  at  all.  Let  every  tub  stand 
on  its  own  bottom." 

In  his  conclusion,  Sir  Knight  Innes,  who  is  evidently  a  kindly  man,  says: 

"  If,  in  the  discussion  of  this,  or  any  other  subject,  anything  is  '  badly  said 
or  curtly  worded,*  let  it  be  put  to  the  unskillfnlness  of  the  writer — not  to  any 
desire  on  his  part  to  wound. 

"  Our  only  purpose  has  been,  as  the  light  was  given  to  us,  '  to  judge  with 
candor,  admonish  with  friendship,  and  reprehend  with  justice.'  '* 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Detroit,  May  12, 1885. 

Sir  Herman  N.  Moore,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 
Number  of  Commanderies,  34;  membership,  3,404;  average,  100. 


MASSACHUSETTS    &    RHODE    ISLAND— 1884. 

This  doable-barrelled  Jurisdiction  indulges  in  the  luxury  of  two  Grand  Con- 
claves annually.  The  Semi-Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Providence,  May  28, 
and  the  Annual  Conclave  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Oct.  31. 

At  the  latter,  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present;  also  9  Past  Grand  Officers, 
65  Past  Eminent  Commanders^  and  the  representatives  of  37  Sabordinates,  out 
of  40  on  the  rolls.    A  magnificent  showing,  indeed. 

ADDBE88. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Conclave,  the  Grand  Commander's  Address  was  short 
and  mostly  local.  At  the  Annual  Conclave,  it  takes  a  wider  range.  He  con  • 
gratulates  the  Grand  Commandery  that,  in  this,  the  79th  year  of  its  history, 
they  "  meet  with  unbroken  ranks,  and  that  no  backward  step  has  been  taken." 

He  reports  a  small  number  of  dispensations;  among  them  the  following, 
which,  being  on  a  novel  proposition,  we  reproduce: 

^'  3d.  The  following  statement  was  submitted  to  me  for  an  opinion :  '  There 
is  to  be  a  fair  next  week  in  aid  of  a  public  library  and  reading-room;  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  play  a  game  of  chess  at  this  fair  with  living  characters,  and  that  the 
Knights  of  this  Commandery  be  the  ' '  Knights ' '  in  this  game.  Can  our  Sir 
Knights  wear  their  regalia  for  this  purpose?  Is  there  any  constitutional  pro- 
vision or  law  of  the  Grand  Commandery  forbidding  it? '  I  replied  that  I  knew 
of  no  constitutional  provision  or  law  directly  forbidding  such  use  of  the  rega- 
lia; but  that  I  believed  such  a  use  entirely  unwarranted  and  harmful  to  the 
Order,  and  directed  the  Eminent  Commander  to  prohibit  any  member  of  his 
Commandery  from  so  appearing  or  loaning  his  regalia  for  such  purpose." 

PBOCSBDINOB. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Conclave,  a  committee  was  raised  to  revise  the  Constitu- 
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tion,  and  to  revise,  collate,  digest  and  consolidate  all  the  edicts  and  standing 
orders  in  force,  and  present  a  printed  report  at  the  next  Annual  Conclave. 

A  committee  was  also  raised  to  procure  a  set  of  Jewels  for  the  Orand  Gom- 
manderj. 

A  committee  was  also  raised  to  decide  whether  the  lon^;  or  short  form  of  the 
Malta  Ritual  should  be  adopted. 

At  the  Annual  Conclave,  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsong,  Grand  Commander  of  Connect- 
icut, was  officially  received  and  welcomed. 

The  Orand  Recorder  submitted  a  very  interesting  statistical  report;  from 
which  it  appears  that  there  are  in  the  United  States  726  Commanderies,  with  a 
membership  of  63,813,  being  an  average  of  79  members  to  each. 

On  the  Ritual  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Temple,  the  following  was  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted  and  adopted,  and 
that  the  work  by  them  presented  in  an  engrossed  form  be  declared  to  be  the 
only  authorized  work  in  this  jurisdiction;  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the 
book  containing  such  engrossed  report  be  placed  in  the  castody  of  the  Grand 
Recorder,  who  is  hereby  forbidden  to  allow  said  book  to  be  examined  except 
by  the  Grand  Lecturers,  Commanders  of  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  such 
other  Sir  Knights  as  the  Grand  Commander  for  the  time  being  may  authorize 
in  writing." 

We  notice  among  the  Grand  Officers,  three  "Grand  Lecturers"  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Commander.  We  have  no  such  office  in  this  Jurisdiction,  though 
abundantly  needed. 

COBBESPOMDENCE. 

This,  their  "  first  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,"  is  from  the  pen  of 
Grand  Recorder  Chapman.  His  Report  takes  the  form  of  an  essay,  in  which 
he  reviews  the  doings  of  other  Grand  Bodies  by  topics,  instead  of  by  States. 
We  do  not  like  the  plan  as  well  as  the  old  one,  though  it  has  some  advantages. 

Our  good  frater  is  largely  statistical  and  historical,  and  we  are  indebted  to 
him  tot  many  valuable  points;  some  of  which  we  ha^  transferred  to  these 
pages. 

He  gives  the  credit  of  the  first  Correspondence  Report  to  Connecticut.  It 
was  submitted  May  15, 1845,  by  the  Grand  Recorder  of  that  State.  The  prac- 
tice of  printing  them,  however,  was  not  commenced  until  1851.  Kentucky  was 
the  second  to  commence  printing,  in  1853. 

Under  the  head  of  Expenses,  he  gives  us  this  item: 

**  The  expenses  of  twenty-nine  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  excluding  this, 
for  the  year,  were  $45,994.27.  These  have  a  membership  of  53,308;  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  average  to  each  was  eighty-six  cents,  three  and  one- 
half  mills.  This  may  exceed  the  average  of  other  years,  because  of  the  large 
cost  of  paying  expenses  of  representatives  to  the  Triennial  Conclave  in  San 
Francisco." 

We  transfer  the  following  as  giving  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  reading  a  faith- 
ful "Mutual"  has  to  do  in  order  to  present  a  report  worth  printing: 

"  The  transactions  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  including  Canada,  and  ex- 
cluding Massashusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  make  5,017  pages  of  closely  printed 
matter." 

He  closes  thus: 

"The  Grand  Commanderies  regard  each  other  with  friendly  emulation,  their 
efforts  are  helpful,  their  deeds  are  characterized  by  moderation  and  justice. 


60       REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

^^  The  Correflpondeuoe  Committees  are  free  to  speak  their  opinions  and  to 
Yoioe  the  Templar  economy  they  represent;  throagh  them  an  interchange  of 
views  leads  to  modification  or  adjustment  of  methods,  and  thas  to  the  better 
protection  of  the  general  weal. 

**  To  them  this  report  is  presented  as  introductory  to  a  new  feature  in  this 
Grand  Commandery,  and  to  you,  as  well  as  to  all,  with  the  wish  that  it  were 
better." 

Grand  Commander,  Sir  Chas.  E.  Hutchinson;  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Alfred  F. 
Chapman. 

Commanderies,  40;  Membership,  6,486;  average,  162. 


M  I  N  N  E  S  O  T  A— 1  8  8  4. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Minneapolis,  June  24,  (which  is 
the  date  fixed  by  law  in  that  Jurisdiction) ;  Grand  Commander  W.  C.  Bronson 
presiding,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers,  with  13  out  of  the  14  Subordinates  on 
hand. 

All  Sir  Knights  in  good  standing  and  "  properly  equipped  "  were  admitted 
as  visitors. 

Sir  T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  present. 

ADDBESS. 

Among  other  good  things  the  Grand  Commander  says: 

I  think  it  would  be  well  if  some  regulation  could  be  established,  either  tacit- 
ly or  by  solemn  resolve,  that  no  tinkering  with  the  present  laws  would  be  con- 
sidered except  at  say  every  third  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the 
same  rule  be  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  At  the  present  rate  of  pro- 
gress in  this  direction,  and  with  the  existing  mania  for  "taking  a  back"  at  the 
Constitution  and  statutes,  it  will  soon  become  necessary  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery to  keep  constantly  in  employ  a  constitutional  lawyer,  or  rather  a 
brace  of  them,  to  interpret  and  endeavor  to  harmonize  the  laws  and  the  difiPer- 
ent  and  conflicting  decisions  under  them. 

He  is  also  opposed  to  "tinkering"  with  the  Rituals. 

PBOOEEDINOS. 

Mostly  local.    Charters  were  granted  to  two  new  Commanderies. 

The  new  Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota  was  recognized  and  welcomed. 

At  the  election  of  officers  Sir  W.  C.  Bronson  was  re-elected  Grand  Com- 
mander, but  declining  to  serve  another  term.  Sir  A.  M.  Shuey  was  elected. 

Our  old  friend  Sir  T.  S.  Parvin,  seems  to  be  ubiquitous,  for  we  again  find 
him  here,  installing  the  Grand  Officers  in  his  "very  happy  manner." 

COBBBSPONDENOK. 

The  report  is  from  the  veteran  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  and 
covers  74  pages. 

The  good  f rater  is  in  favor  of  latitude  on  the  physical  qualification  "test." 
We  quote: 

A  party  with  one  arm  or  one  leg,  having  the  means,  may  relieve  distress  as 
well  as  one  in  possession  of  two  arms  or  two  legs;    in  this  age  of  the  world 
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none  are  called  npon  to  defend  the  Christian  religion  with  arms.  Again,  the 
Ritaal  does  not  prescribe  in  which  hand  the  sword  shall  be  carried. 

A  party  with  bat  one  arm  or  one  leg  would  not  appear  to  advantage  in  the 
present  system  of  parades,  and  there  is  where  the  shoe  pinches. 

We  know  of  those  eminent  in  the  order,  eminent  for  Masonic  ability,  emi- 
nent for  their  moral  status,  for  the  practice  of  those  virtues  which  are  and 
should  be  the  characteristic  of  Knights  Templar,  that  are  deficient  in  limbs,  or 
deformed;  they  could  not  keep  step  with  the  precision  deemed  necessary  in  the 
formation  of  a  Greek  Gross,  but  they  could  attend  the  remains  of  a  departed 
Knight  to  his  last  resting  place. 

He  criticises,  in  sober  and  sensible  language,  the  action  of  the  Grand  Com* 
mandery  of  Connecticut  in  defining  what  are  ^Uegitimate  degrees  in  Masonry." 
He  says: 

We  opine  that  on  the  ^'second  sober  thought"  the  Grand  Commandery  will 
repeal  at  least  the  last  two  lines  of  the  foregoing  extract.  All  the  Masonry  in 
the  world  is  not  confined  to  the  United  States.  There  are  various  systems  or 
rites  founded  upon  the  Blue  Lodge  degrees,  recognized  and  practiced,  not  only 
in  Europe  and  Asia,  but  in  this  country,  not  included  in  the  foregoing  list,  and 
it  is  simply  absurd  to  say  that  because  one  is  a  Knight  Templar  he  has  no 
right  to  receive  or  communicate  any  one  or  all  of  the  rites. 

He  does  not  favor  suspending  a  Knight  Templar  who  keeps  his  dues  paid  up 
in  his  Commandery,  because  he  does  not,  or  perhaps  cannot,  keep  them  up  in 
Lodge  and  Chapter. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Winona,  June  24th,  1885. 

Sir  A.  M.  Shuey,  G.  C;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  again  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  14;  membership,  1268;  average,  91. 


MISSOURI— 1884. 

The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  May  6ih,  Grand 
Commander  F.  J.  Tygard,  presiding.  Present,  the  representatives  of  41  Com- 
manderies, also  six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  42  Pabt  Eminent  Commanders, 
and  14  Grand  Representatives;  Sir  Wm.  A.  Pral),  answering  for  Mississippi. 

ADDBESS. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  mostly  confined  to  local  affairs. 

He  had  granted  dispensations  for  two  new  Commanderies. 

He  reports  an  increase  in  membership  of  about  200  in  the  State. 

On  the,  to  them,  important  subject  of  the  Triennial  of  1886,  he  says: 

Having  secured  the  location  for  our  favored  city,  it  now  becomes  your  duty 
to  see  that  Missouri  Templars  maintain  the  position  they  have  acdieved,  and 
retain  the  confidence  so  generously  reposed  in  her  valiant  and  courteous 
Binights. 

All  who  have  attended  the  Triennial  Conclaves  during  the  last  few  sessions, 
need  not  be  told  of  the  vast  amount  of  labor  required  in  order  to  complete 
all  necessary  arrangements,  and  particularly  will  this  be  found  true  in  1886,  as 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  conclude  that  you  will  have  not  only  more  Templar»  in 
line  than  were  ever  before  assembled  on  any  similar  occasion,  but  a  larger 
number  of  visitors  than  your  principal  City  has  ever  been  called  npon  to 
entertain.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  before  you,  and  although  the  Templars  of  Missouri  are  noted  for  their 
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generoDB  magnanimity,  and  the  good  citizens  of  St.  Lonis  for  their  proverbial 
hospitality,  yet  the  duty  devolves  npon  yon  of  devising  ways  and  means  which 
will  lead  to  snccess,  and  make  the  Triennial  of  1886,  one  conspicuoas  in  the 
annals  of  Templar  Masonry. 

PROOEBDINOS. 

The  report  of  Grand  Treasurer  Mnller  shows  a  balance  of  $3,684.39  on 
hand. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  made  a  report,  recommending  *'no  change  for  the 
present." 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Reidved,  That  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand 
Commander  each  year  to  hold  a  special  Conclave  for  the  exemplification  of  the 
Work,  in  each  district,  at  which  the  Committee  on  Ritnal  shall  be  present,  and  ex- 
emplify the  Work.  Snch  Conclave  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  Right  Emi- 
nent Grand  Commander,  or  his  representative  officer  in  snch  District. 

Grant's  Tactics  adopted. 

A  large  Triennial  Committee  was  appointed,  with  extensive  powers; 
amongst  others  the  authority  .^*to  draw  on  the  Treasurer,  or  incur  any  liabilities 
t>n  behalf  of  the  Grand  Commandery  or  any  Subordinate  body." 

Our  Missouri  f  raters  are  evidentally  determined  that  the  23d  Triennial  shan't 
go  off  shabby. 

Fending  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  the  following  question  was  sprung, 
to- wit: 

"Can  an  Eminent  Commander,  holding  the  proxy  of  his  Generalissimo,  cast 
the  vote  of  the  Generalissimo  in  addition  to  bis  own  as  Eminent  Commander?" 

Past  Grand  Commander,  W.  J.  Terrell,  presiding,  ruled  that  he  could  not. 
An  appeal  being  taken,  the  ruling  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

We  don't  know  where  Past  Grand  Commander  Terrell  gets  his  law,  for  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  as  plainly  the  other  way  as  words 
can  make  it. 

Section  26.  (After  enumerating  who  shall  compose  a  Grand  Commandery) 
says,  in  the  last  clause: 

**Each  of  whom  shall  be  entitled,  when  present,  to  one  vote,  and  no  more 
{except  as  proxy)  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery." 

Section  28.  ^'Any  officer  specified  in  the  twenty-sixth  section,  except  Pa4l 
Commanders,  may  appear  and  vote  by  proxy ^^  etc. 

Now  if  these  two  clauses  together,  don't  settle  the  point,  we  fail  to  under- 
stand the  English  language.  Settles  it,  not  only  that  any  officer  of  a  Subordi- 
nate Commandery  (specified  in  Section  26,)  may  give  his  proxy,  but  that  amy 
memher  "of  the  same  Subordinate  Commandery"  may  vote  for  him,  upon 
"producing  a  properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his  appointment.'' 

Sir  Knight  Terrell  was  probably  misled  by  Grand  Master  Dean's  ruling,  that 
a  Orand  Officer^  being  also  an  officer  in  a  Subordinate  Commandery,  could  not 
give  his  proxy  to  another,  to  vote  for  him  as  such  subordinate  officer,  he  him- 
self being  present  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  voting  as  Grand  Officer. 

The  two  decisions  are  not  at  all  analogous,  but  they  are,  in  our  opinion 
equally  wrong. 

On  the  latter  subject,  Grtind  Master  French's  ruling  (1862)  seems  to  us  much 


REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.       68 

the  faireet  construction  of  the  Constitotion,  and  if  it  is  not  the  correct  one, 
then  that  instrument  ought  to  be  changed.  Each  Subordinate  Commandery  is 
entitled  to  three  representatiyes,  and  three  voles  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
these  should  not  be  taken  away  by  any  strained  construction  of  law. 

If  one  of  her  delegates  should  also  be  a  Grand  Officer,  common  fairnesM 
would  dictate  that  he  either  be  allowed  to  vote  for  his  Commandery  himself, 
or  give  a  proxy  to  some  one  else  to  do  it. 

We  would  recommend  that  our  delegates  to  the  next  Triennial  Conclave  be 
instructed  to  favor  such  legislation  as  will  insure  to  subordinates  their  just 
rights,  and  set  this  question  at  rest. 

The  Grand  Recorder  was  instructed  to  reprint  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Cyommandery,  from  its  organization  to  1870,  and  furnish  a  copy  to  each  sister 
jurisdiction. 

Committee  on  Masonic  Home  continued. 

OOBaSSPONDENOE. 

The  report,  which  is  his  7th,  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

He  abandons  his  last  year's  plan  of  continuous  report,  and  this  year  gives  us 
each  State  to  itself,  which  we  like  better. 

Under  Illinois,  he  quotes  the  following  from  Sir  T.  T.  Gumey,  which  all  Mis- 
sissippi Templars  will  endorse:  ^^Another  distinguished  visitor  was  present, 
Sir  Jno.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  Mason  who  occupies  a  larger  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Fraternity  than  Bro.  Power." 

Under  Iowa  he  delivers  the  following  rebuke  to  Sir  E.  A.  Guilbert,  their  F.  C. 
Correspondent,  who,  as  all  know,  is  unsparing  in  his  denunciation  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  in  season,  and  out  of  season: 

Past  Grand  Commander  Guilbert  has  a  voice  and  a  vote  in  the  Grand 
Encampment;  why  does  he  not  attend  its  sessions,  and  raise  his  eloquent 
voice  in  its  deliberations,  and  measure  lances  on  its  floors,  face  to  face,  hand  to 
hand,  with  such  men  as  Dean,  Hopkins,  Drummond,  Fellows,  McCurdy,  Groom, 
Withers,  LaRue  Thomas,  and  a  host  of  others,  where  they  can  have  an  equal 
showing  with  him  ? 

Mississippi  has  courteous  notice  in  2}^  pages.  He  quotes  liberally  from 
Grand  Commander  Meade's  address,  which  he  says  has  the  true  Templar  ring 
about  it.    He  says: 

This  jurisdiction  had  its  proceedings,  from  1857  (date  of  organization)  to 
1872,  reprinted  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  which  was  very  commendable 
indeed,  for  there  is  a  great  demand  for  the  early  proceedings  of  all  our  Masonic 

Grand  Bodies,  as  many  of  them  are  out  of  print  years  ago. 

■ 

He  also  quotes  from  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  report,  which  he  styles  ''a  very 
good  short  report,  covering  only  twenty  pages." 

He  notices  very  fully  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  San  Francisco, 
but  is  not  extravagant,  either  in  praise  or  blame. 

Next  Annual  Condave,  St.  Louis,  May  5th,  1886.  Sir  Jno.  A.  Sloan,  G.  C, 
Sir  William  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  44;  membership,  2207;  average,  50. 
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NEBRASKA— 1884. 

The  Twelfth  Anntial  Conclave  was  held  at  Lincoln,  April  22d,  Sir  Samnel  O. 
Owen,  G.  C,  presiding.  Present,  ten  ont  of  the  thirteen  Subordinate  Gom- 
manderies. 

ADDRESS. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  model  of  brevity,  covering  only  two 
pages  of  the  proceedings. 

He  reports  peace,  harmony  aYid  prosperity.  He  announces  in  feeling  terms 
the  death  of  their  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  William  B.  Langridge,  and  recom- 
mends that  suitable  action  be  taken. 

From  the  many  tributes  of  respect,  which  we  have  noticed,  to  this  eminent 
f rater,  we  feel  that  not  only  Nebraska,  but  the  whole  Templar  world  has  lost 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

PBOOEEDINGS. 

Grant^s  Tactics  adopted. 

The  following  on  Jurisdiction  is  a  new  departure,  and  will  get  our  Nebraska 
f raters  into  hot  water,  if  we  are  not  mistaken. 

Reaolced,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  within  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  shall  extend  half  way  to  the  nearest  Commandery;  the  dis- 
tance shall  be  computed  via  the  most  direct  railroad  line,  or  if  there  be  no  rail- 
road communication,  by  the  most  direct  public  highway. 

We  also  notice  the  following: 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Nebraska  were  instructed  to  endeavor  to  secure  abrogation  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  law  which  makes  charter  members  of  affiliated  Knights 
without  taking  demits  from  their  own  Commanderies. 

We  suppose  this  alludes  to  those  who  petition  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a 
new  Commandery. 

COBBESPONDENCE. 

The  report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  John  J.  Monell,  Jr.,  and  is  the  maiden 
effort  of  both  himself  and  his  Grand  Commandery. 

He  wields  a  ready  pen,  and  although  apologizing  profusely  for  quality  of 
work,  none  was  needed.  It  covers  155  closely  printed  pages,  and  shows  thought 
and  cultivation  throughout.  Being  but  an  amateur  ourself,  our  opinion  may 
not  be  worth  much,  but  we  think  it  is  one  of  the  best  reports  we  ever  read. 

On  conferring  the  Red  Cross  on  two  or  more  at  a  time,  we  note  the  follow- 
ing, which  we  heartily  endorse: 

Conferring  it  on  more  than  one  candidate  at  the  same  time  turns  it  Into  a  mere 
farce.  As  well  play  the  ^^Merchant  of  Venice**  with  from  two  to  six  or  more 
Shylooks.  Imagine  the  effect,  if  you  can.  Out  upon  the  unseemly  haste  with 
which  so  much  of  our  ritualism  is  conducted!  There  is  altogether  too  much  of 
the  express-train  speed,  too  much  of  the  harum  scarum  of  every-day  life, 
sought  to  be  injected  into  our  ritualism.  Its  continuance  will  soon  degrade  the 
entire  ceremonial.  The  sublime  and  ridiculous  can  approach  very  closely^  but 
can  never  mingle;  the  ridiculous  always  gets  the  upper  hand. 

Speaking  of  the  ^'trenchant*'  style  of  comment,  too  much  affected,  we  are 
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Borrj  to  say,  by  some  of  the  corps  reportorial,  he  says  the  following,  which 
expresses  our  own  yiews  so  perfectly  that  we  reproduce  it: 

The  reports  thus  produced  are  nndeniably  interesting,  bat  we  cannot  forget 
that  the  parties  to  these  combats  are  supposed  to  be  Christian  Templars,  fol- 
lowers of  the  gentle  Sayionr  by  profession,  and  the  interest  becomes  painful 
when  we  see  them  using  upon  each  other  those  keen  and  trench  int  weapons, 
\  whose  eyery  stroke  draws  blood,  and  where  eyery  blow  seems  aimed  and  deliy- 

ered  with  the  deadly  impulse  of  hatred. 

We  are  told,  that  in  days  of  chiyalry,  brothers  in  arms  could  contend  tweelly 
in  the  bloody  tournament;  and  bosom  friends,  for  the  loye  of  arms  and  yictory, 
could  lop  off  each  other's  limbs,  and  eyen  heads,  all  in  geniie  courtesy.  We  can- 
not disproye  this,  but  we  do  not  believe  it  can  be  done  in  the  present  age,  in 
intellectual  any  more  than  in  physical  combat.  The  contest  may  begin  in 
perfect  good  nature,  but  a  few  rankling  wounds  will  soon  nerve  each  arm  with 
fell  intent,  and  fraternal  love  give  place  to  unfraternal  hatred.  Let  Templars 
keep  grinded  lance  and  sharpened  sword  for  their  enemies:  the  weapons  of  cour- 
tesy for  themselves.  The  object  of  discussion  should  be  to  illuminate  the  mat- 
ter in  hand  with  the  mellow  light  of  pleasant  words,  not  the  re  si  glare  of  invec- 
tive. The  object  of  argument  being  as  much  to  convince  one's  opponent  of 
error  as  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  one's  own  views,  it  should  be  carried  on 
dispassionately,  firmly,  but  courteously.  There  are  too  many  in  our  Order,  as 
well  as  out  of  it^  who  are  generally  ready  to  salute  those  differing  with  them  with 
a jlap  in  the  face,  and  the  epithet  of  fool.  Such  may,  by  superior  strength  or 
skill,  escape  unhurt,  but  they  make  more  enemies  than  friends,  and  to  no  good 
end. 

Mississippi  is  noticed  fully  and  fairly,  in  six  pages.  He  quotes  freely  from 
Grand  Oommander  Meade^s  address,  and  says:  **His  admonitions  are  wise  and 
worthy  of  consideration." 

He  also  compliments  our  excellent  Grand  Recorder,  of  whom  he  says: 

£.'.  Sir  J.  L.  Power  is  a  full-blooded  Grand  Recorder,  and  holds  his  journal 
as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  He  would  make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  to  have  it 
handsomely  printed.    We  hope  they  will  gratify  him,  and  let  him  print  it. 

We  are  hAppy  to  inform  Sir  Knight  Monell  that  we  did  "gratify  him,''  and 
that  the  Report  is  now  out,  and  is  a  worthy  monument  of  our  Grand  Recorder's 
taste  and  ability.    We  presume  that  Nebraska  has  received  one  ere  this. 

He  devotes  considerable  space  to  Sir  £.  Geo.  DeLap's  Report  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence,  and  in  the  main  agrees  with  him,  though  he  mildly  takes  up 
the  cudgels  in  defense  of  the  Grand  Encampment  against  Sir  George's  fierce 
onslaughts.  He  evidently  believes,  with  this  writer,  that  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment is  what  the  constituent  Grand  Bodies  make  it,  and  if  not  perfect,  as 
Heaven  knows  it  is  not,  the  remedy  lies  in  our  own  hands,  so  that  in  abusing 
the  Grand  Encampment  we  are  only   making  it  a  scape  goat  for  our  own  sins . 

In  conclusion  he  says,  (of  DeLap's  Report) : 

There  is  much  more  in  this  report  which  we  would  like  to  present,  but  space 
fugil. 

We  have  read  his  report  clear  through   and  with  unflagging  interest;  the 
style  is  brisk  and  genial,  and  he  has  the  kindly  talent  of  being  able  to  express 
his  opinions,  boldly,  firmly,  yet  with  a  consideration  for  the  differing  opinions 
I  of  others  which  leaves  no  sting  behind. 

I  ^  We  would  like  to  copy  much  more  from  Sir  Knight  Monell's  report,   for  we 

I  confess  we  are  charmed  with  it,  but  space  '•'fugiC*  with   us  also,  and  we  must 

stay  our  hand. 

!  5 
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Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Lincoln,  on  the  decond  Tnesdiy after  Good  Fri 
daj,  1885. 

Sir  Thos.  Sewell,  G.  C;  Sir  Wm.  R.  Bowen  again  Grand  Recorder. 
Commanderies,  14;  membership,  644;  average,  46. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE— 1884. 


Twenty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Concord,  September  30;  Sir  Andrew 
Banton,  G.  C;  seven  of  the  nine  Subordinates  represented. 

ADDBB88. 

The  G.  C.  reports  that  he  had  visited  every  Commandery  in  the  State  daring 
his  term.  He  recommends  that  a  session  of  the  Grand  Commandery  be  held 
annually,  for  exemplification  of  the  work,  and  thinks  it  would  do  more  than 
anything  else  to  produce  uniformity. 

He  says  in  conclusion: 

1  believe  we  fail  to  appreciate  the*  moral  power  which  Templar  Masonry 
^ught  to  exercise. 

Wherever  our  banners  are  unfurled  the  battle  for  all  that  is  good  and  noble 
grows  stronger,  and  every  Commandery,  if  established  and  sustained  in  the 
true  spirit,  is  a  fortress  in  the  defence  of  all  that  exalts  and  ennobles  human 
life. 

OOBBE8PONDEN0E. 

The  report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  J.  J.  Bell,  who,  in  87  well  written  pages, 
reviews  31  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  not  among  them.  We  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  why  our  Jurisdiction  should  be  omitted  so  often  from  these  reports. 
Brethren,  don't  slight  us,  please. 

On  the  right  of  an  unaffiliated  Sir  Knight  to  Masonic  burial,  he  says: 

"We  should  say  the  unaffiliated  has  no  right  to  claim,  or  his  friends  for  him. 
Masonic  burial;  for  the  attendance  of  the  Commandery  is  one  of  tfte  incidents 
growing  out  of  the  new  method  of  particular  Lodges,  Chapters,  Commanderies 
and  so  on.  But  the  Commandery  may  as  a  favor  do  that,  as  it  may  do  many 
other  things  which  may  not  be  demanded  of  it  as  a  right.  This  of  course  could 
not  be  law  where  the  grand  body,  as  has  been  done,  suspends  without  trial  all 
unaffiliates,  a  course  which  seem  to  us  unwise,  unkind  and  wholly  wrong. 

He  thinks  the  Grand  Encampment  does  more  than  enough  good  to  balance 
its  defects. 

He  quotes  the  following  from  Nebraska,  and  approves  the  sentiment: 

We  do  not  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  reform  conducted  with  knife  and  bludgeon, 
any  more  than  we  do  in  the  possibility  of  cementing  American  Templary  into 
a  powerful  unity  by  cutting  off  its  head.  We  believe  earnestly  in  the  possibil- 
ities for  usefulness  and  honorable  distinction  of  this  Grand  Body. 

In  conclusion  he  says :  ** We  submit  our  labor  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  only 
ask  that  we  may  be  forgiven  where  we  have  failed.'' 

We  notice  that  the  Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction  are  not  numbered,  and 
are  known  by  name  only. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Concord,  September  29,  1885. 

Sir  John  F.  Webster.  G.  C. ;  Sir  Jno.  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  9;  membership,  1217;  average,  135. 
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NEW    JERSEY— 1884. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Trenton,  September  8;  Sir 
Edward  Clift,  G.  C>  presiding,  and  fourteen  subordinates  represented. 
The  Grand  Representatives  of  fourteen  Jurisdictions  were  also  present. 

ADDHS88. 

Mostly  of  a  local  nature,  but  well  written  and  clearly  expressed. 

He  wrestles  with  the  uniform  question,  and  decides  against  brass  buttons. 
He  recommends  the  adoption  of  both  the  long  and  short  Malta  Ritual,  with 
privilege  of  using  either.  He  is  a  bold  "invader,"  for  he  has  issued  no  less 
than  four  dispensations  to  his  subordinates  to  ''enter  the  jurisdiction*'  of  sister 
Grand  Bodies. 

Wonder  if  they  obtained  permission  of  the  "invaded'*  before  starting.  If 
not,  what  a  fearful  calamity  might  have  happended  if  two  of  these  warlike 
bodies  had  come  upon  each  other  "unawares,"  especially  if  our  Jersey  f  raters 
were  armed  with  their  favorite  "lightning." 

FBOOEBDIMaS. 

Grants'  Tactics  were  adopted  and  distributed  to  the  several  subordinates. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  adversely  to  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
Grand  Officers  while  making  visitations,  as  recommended  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

It  looks  hard  to  detail  an  officer  to  do  a  certain  duty,  involving  time,  labor 
and  expense,  and  then  refuse  to  pay  even  his  expenses. 

GOBBBSPONDENOE. 

Report  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Charles  Bechtel,  who  was  appointed  in  place  of 
Sir  G.  B.  Edwards,  who  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 

He  apologizes  for  his  report,  of  having  been  written  in  haste,  though  no 
apology  was  necessary.  He  quotes  at  length  from  Sir  Joseph  Horner,  of  Louis- 
iana, on  the  uniform  question,  but  expresses  no  opinion  himself,  which  indeed 
seems  to  be  his  rule. 

Silence  is  said  to  be  golden,  but  we  think  a  Reviewer  ought  to  "show  his 
hand"  once  in  a  while. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Trenton,  September  8, 1885. 

Sir  Jno.  W.  Tilden,  G.  C;  Sir  Charles  Bechtel  again  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  14;  membership,  1246;  average,  89. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— 1884. 


Fourth  Annual  Conclave  held  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  October  24;  Sir  Eugene 
Grissom,  G.  C.  presiding.  Present,  the  representatives  of  all  the  five  subordi- 
nates, besides  eight  Grand  Representatives,  none  for  Mississippi. 

ADDBESS. 

The  Grand  Commander  confines  himself  mostly  to  local  topics,  though  he 
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pajB  a  glowing  tribute  to  those  andent  Knights,  whose  "trae  yalor,  Knightly 
devotion,  pure  and  perfeet  faith  and  golden  benevolence"  are  commemorated 
and  perpetuated  in  onr  Order. 

He  returns  thanks  that  peace  and  prosperity  prevail  within  their  ranks.  He 
reports  having  granted  two  dispensations  for  new  Gommanderies.  He  had 
made  but  few  decisions.  His  first,  however,  conflicts  with  the  Mississippi  law, 
to-wit:  'Hhat  a  companion  who  has  an  artificial  leg  was  eligible  to  election  for 
the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  if  he  was  able  to  perform  all  the  ceremonies  and 
signs  of  the  Order." 

Under  our  law  the  loss  of  a  leg  disqualifies  him. 

He  also  granted  a  dispensation  to  appear  in  public  to  celebrate  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  ^'Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence."  This  dispensation, 
although  opposed  to  the  sentiment  of  many  of  our  older  Sir  Knights,  we  must 
confess  we  approve.  We  can  see  no  harm  in  any  Commandery's  appearance  in 
public,  on  suitable  occasions  of  general  interest  Our  ancient  f  raters,  whose 
glorious  deeds  and  Christian  zeal  were  the  foundation  stones  of  our  Order, 
never  thought  it  unknightly  to  appear  in  public  with  their  Knightly  trappings 
on;  then  why  should  we?  If  they  had  hugged  their  asylums,  and  deemed  it 
unwise  and  unknightly  to  appear  often  in  public,  their  fame  never  would  have 
penetrated  to  our  day,  and  there  would  be  no  Knights  Templar  now,  to  cavil 
over  the  question. 

In  our  humble  opinion,  nothing  so  much  contributes  to  the  esprit  de  corps  of 
a  Commandery,  or  is  more  calculated  to  force  the  officers  and  members  to  be- 
come proficient  in  their  duties,  and  our  Qrand  Commanderies  would  soon  cease 
to  be  the  bungling  "awkward  squads"  too  many  of  them  now  are. 

The  great  objection  urged  against  api>earing  in  public,  is  that  the  Order 
would  become  unduly  ^^popularized,"  and  '^cheapened"  thereby,  and  that  un- 
worthy men  would  be  induced  to  apply  for  membership. 

We  must  admit  that  we  do  not  relish  the  covert  hints,  that  because  a  man  is 
fond  of  drilling  and  wearing  a  uniform,  there/ore  he  is  a  bad  man.  We  don't 
think  the  inuendo  is  just,  but  if  it  were,  the  remedy  is  in  our  own  hands.  We 
need  not  admit  him  however  anxious  he  may  be,  if  he  is  not  all  right. 

And,  again,  why  should  we  hesitate  to  popularize  the  Order?  If  Templarism 
is  the  good  thing  we  proclaim  to  be,  then  the  wider  it  is  disseminated  the  betters 
always  provided  that  it  falls  into  good  hands.  As  to  that,  as  we  said  before' 
the  remedy  is  with  us. 

PBOGBEDINOS. 

A  telegram  of  "fraternal  greetings"  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
New  York,  then  in  session. 

The  two  Commanderies  under  dispensation,  Piedmont  and  Mt.  Lebanon,  were 
chartered. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Standard,  reported  that  they  had  procured  one, 
(which  they  then  presented)  at  a  cost  of  $118.00. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  relieving  Commanderies  U.  D.  from  payment  of 
duea,  during  dispensation  and  prior  to  granting  of  charter. 
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GOBBBSPOMDKNOB. 

No  report. 

Next  Annual  Conclave,  Asheyille,  August  26, 1885. 

Sir  Eugene  GrisBom,  G.  C. ;  Sir  J.  C.  Munds,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  7;  membership,  167;  average,  24. 


CHI  0—1  884. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Dayton,  October  8,  1884;  Sir 
Alex.  F.  Vance,  G.  C,  presiding.  Present,  six  Fast  Grand  Commanders,  37 
Fast  Eminent  Commanders  and  the  representatives  of  all  the  37  Subordinates. 
Also  13  Grand  Representatives,  among  them  Sir  Wm.  L.  Baechner  for  Missis- 
sippi. 

Sir  E.  A.  Raymond,  Grand  Constable,  (whatever  that  is)  of  Canada,  was  re- 
ceived and  ^duly  welcomed." 

ADDBE8S. 

''We  Lave  to  quarrel  with  the  Grand  Commander's  grammar  the  first  thing  we 
do,  for  he  addresses  the  assembled  f raters  as  "Knights  Templars."  Now  in  our 
school  boy  days,  a  double  plural  was  not  allowed,  and  we  either  had  to  say 
"Knighta  Templar"  or  "Knight  Templars."  Either  would  do,  but  we  could'nt 
indulge  in  the  luxury  of  both. 

The  Grand  Oommandery  of  Mississippi  wrestled  with  this  question  a  few 
years  ago,  and  decided  that  it  should  be  written  "Knights  Templar,"  so  our 
virtuous  noses  fly  up  whenever  we  see  our  rule  violated.  He  reports  the  Order 
prosperous,  and  a  net  increase  of  306  during  the  year.  No  decisions  of  im- 
portance. 

He  states  that  it  has  become  very  common  among  the  Commanderies  of  that 
Jurisdiction,  "to  confer  the  Order  of  the  Temple  upon  several  Red  Cross 
Knights  at  the  same  time,"  and  he  recommends,  very  properly,  that  the  prac- 
tice be  prohibited. 

Hq  brings  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Commandery  the  charge  that  Maysville 
Commandery,  of  Kentucky,  had  invaded  the  jurisdiction  of  Highland  Com- 
mandery, of  Ohio,  by  conferring  the  orders  on  four  companions  residing  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter. 

He  speaks  at  considerable  length  on  the  conferring  of  irregular  Masonic 
degrees  in  Ohio,  and  seems  to  fear  the  downfall  of  Templarism  if  they  are 
allowed  ta  spread.  We  do  not  share  the  good  f rater's  fears  on  this  subject,  and 
doubt  the  propriety  of  Don  Quixote-like  fighting  those  *4rregular"  windmills. 
The  Grand  old  Order  of  the  Temple,  secure  in  the  affection  of  its  loyal  sons, 
can  well  afford  to  ignore  all  such  mushroom  growths.  Opposition,  by  invest- 
ing them  with  a  fictitious  importance,  will  only  swell  their  increase. 

FBOOEEDINGS. 

Sir  W.  LaRue  Thomas,  Grand  Senior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  was  received  and  welcomed. 
The  committee  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Commander's 
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address  relatiye  to  the  infringement  of  jarisdiotion  by  Eentaoky,  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  be  referred  baok  to  the  complaining  Ohio  Gom- 
mandery,  to  settle  more  definitely  whether  she  really  had  jarisdiction  oyer  the 
companions  Knighted  by  Eentaoky,  or  whether  Portsmoath  (which  Kentucky 
claims  gave  her  consent)  had  it. 
If  it  is  so  close  a  shave  as  that,  better  drop  it. 

OOBBB8PONDENOE. 

The  report  is  by  the  practiced  had  of  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  and  covers  166  close- 
ly printed  pages.  He  reviews,  more  or  less  "oonrteonsly,"  82  Grand  Bodies, 
Mississippi  for  1884  among  them. 

Oar  good  frater  is  emphatically  down  on  ^^traffic  in  sham  Masonry,"  and 
thinks,  *4f  it  is  allowed  to  go  on,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Order  in 
all  its  branches  will  be  abandoned  to  Masonic  bankoists  and  dead-beats;  and 
honorable  men  in  it  will  be  unknown." 

We  despise  the  aforesaid  traffic,  as  heartily  as  oar  distinguished  brother 
does,  but  we  have  an  abiding  faith  that  our  beloved  Order  will  not  so  easily 
succumb  to  charlatanism.  The  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded  are  too 
deeply  rooted  in  the  human  heart  to  be  choked  out  by  the  branches  and  weeds 
of  these  latter  day  "high  degrees,"  so-called.  As  well  be  afraid  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  Knights  of  Phythias,  or  United  Workingmen. 

The  question  as  to  whether  a  Commandery  can  revoke  a  dimit  once  granted, 
is  exercising  our  Ohio  f  raters  just  now.  One  of  their  Commanderies  dimitted 
a  member  who  was  a  known  fugitive  from  justice,  at  the  time,  and  afterwards,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Commander,  revoked  the  dimit. 

They  then  went  to  work  and  tried  the  erring  brother,  but  found  him  not  guilty. 
Now  they  have  a  white  elephant  on  their  hands.  Sir  Knight  Hall,  of  Georgia, 
in  his  F.  0.  Report  takes  this  ground: 

Having  granted  the  dimit  with  all  the  facts  before  them,  they  had  no  recourse 
in  the  premises  save  to  arraign  him  for  trial  as  in  the  case  of  other  non- 
affiliated Sir  Knights  living  in  their  jurisdiction. 

To  this  Sir  Knight  Carson  replies  in  a  long  and  able  argument,  which  we  are 
sorry  we  have'nt  space  to  give,  and  concludes  with  this  remark:  "If  the  non- 
revocation  theory  is  correct,  he  can  snap  his  fingers  at  them  and  they  would  be 
powerless  to  help  themselves." 

With  all  due  deference  to  our  abler  brother,  we  think  Sir  Knight  Hall's  reme- 
dy would  reach  the  case  equally  well,  and  would  not  be  liable  to  the  charge  of 
being  a  doubtful  stretch  of  authority. 

We  quote  the  following,  with  our  approval : 

We  are  becoming  more  thoroughly  convinced  every  day  that  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  is  as  essential  and  necessary  to  the  future  wel- 
fare and  perpetuity  of  Templarism  as  the  central  government  of  the  United 
States  is  to  the  prosperity  of  our  American  Republic. 

How  can  we  expect  the  Grand  Encampment  to  meet  and  transact  its  business 
without  pageantry  and  display,  when  every  Grand  Commandery  in  the  United 
States  encourages  and  gives  countenance  to  the  very  feature  they  condemn  in 
their  addresses  and  proceedings. 

*  *  *  *  Hf  Hi:  Hf  ilf  ip 

Fiat  justitia,  ruat  eoehinif  or,  "give  the  devil  his  due." 
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Sirs  Knifi^hts  Carson  and  Oailbert,  of  Iowa,  are  jast  now  indalging  in  a 
little  tilt  on  the  very  debatable  question,  as  to  whioh  of  "these  twain"  is  handi- 
est in  the  use  of  ^'epithets."    It  is  not  yet  decided. 

As  indicating  a  slow,  bat  we  think  sare,  change  of  Templar  opinion  on  the 
pre-reqnisition  of  the  Capitalar  Degrees,  we  note,  among  others,  that  so  con- 
seryatiye  a  Mason  as  Sir  Knight  Carson  favors  a  change.  He  quotes  with 
approval  the  following:  "The  languishing  condition  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ters throughout  the  country  determines  the  fact,  that  the  Chapter  Degrees  have 
outlived  their  popularity  if  not  their  usefulness.'' 

He  notices  Mississippi  fully,  devoting  to  us  nearly  eight  pages,  made  up 
largely  of  extracts  from  Sir  Knight  DeLap*s  F.  C.  Report. 

He  agrees  with  DeLap  on  the  Trinitarian  question,  but  defends  the  Grand 
Encampment  against  him. 

Having  the  honor  to  represent  Ohio  near  this  Grand  Body,  we  naturally  feel 
interested  in  all  that  occurs  within  her  borders,  and  would  be  happy  to  copy 
much  more  largely  from  Sir  Knight  Carson's  admirable  report,  if  space  per- 
mitted. 

We  commend  its  careful  perusal  to  all  to  whom  the  opportunity  comes. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Cleveland,  October  7th,  1885. 

Sir  Eli  Fasold,  G.  C;  Sir  James  Nesbitt,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  40;  membership,  6109;  average,  127. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1884. 


The  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Erie,  May  27th,  1884.  Pres- 
ent, Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  G.  C,  all  the  Grand  Officers  but  one,  four  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  and  the  representatives  of  five  of  the  59  Commanderies. 
Also  four  Grand  Representatives,  none  for  Mississippi. 

"  All  Sir  Knights  in  good  standing,  iu  full  uniform,  were  admitted  to  the 
sessions  of  the  Grand  Gommandery,  except  during  the  election  of  Grand  Offi- 


cers." 


We  must  confess  that  we  can't  see  the  reason  for  the  exception. 

▲DDBE88. 

The  following  quotations  make  mighty  interesting  reading — subject,  Trien- 
enial  at  San  Francisco: 

"  Your  Grand  Officers,  under  the  circumstances,  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them 
not  to  allow  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  the 
Grand  Reunion  of  Templars,  and  they  also  kept  ^  open  house'  at  headquarters 
during  the  week.  On  Thursday  of  that  week,  your  Grand  Commandery  gave  a 
reception,  which  was  well  attended  by  the  elite  of  the  city.  Modesty  forbids 
that  I  should  say  more  of  the  acknowledged  success  of  the  Reception  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  and  will  leave  that  to  be  told  by  others. 

"  I  feel  compelled,  by  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  to  say  that  the  time  has 
come  to  inquire  as  to  what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  reform  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  develop  its  possibilities  for  usefulness. 

"  One  of  two  things  must  happen:  either  the  uaelessjieaa  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
;.  ment  must  end,  or  this  Grand  Commandery  ought  to  withdraw  from  its  con- 

trol." 


L. 
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Now  we  don*t  claim  to  be  either  a  prophet,  or  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  we 
yen  tare  to  may  that  the  beet  way  to  reform  the  "aseleeanesB'*  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment is  for  the  Grand  Commanders  and  other  representatives  who  com- 
pose that  Grand  Body,  to  stop  keeping  ^  open  house  at  Headquarters  during 
the  week,"  and  attend  to  the  duties  they  are  sent  there  to  perform.  For  a 
Grand  Commander  to  spend  his  time,  and  that  of  his  subordinates,  in  keeping 
open  house  and  giving  receptions  to  the  ^'  elite,**  (no  doubt  including  all  the 
officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  whom  he  could  entice  away,)  and  then  to 
berate  that  Body  for  not  doing  more  work,  seems  to  us  to  be  a  sublime  height 
of  cheek,  even  for  this  cheeky  age. 

Let  the  various  Grand  Commanders  stop  vying  with  each  other  as  to  which 
can  have  the  gaudiest  Headquarters  and  keep  the  ^'openest"  house,  and,  in- 
stead, let  them  vie  as  to  who  can  attend  closest  on  the  Conclaves  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and,  our  word  for  it,  its  "  possibilities  for  usefulness"  will  soon 
be  wonderfully  '*  developed." 

This  is  not  written  in  any  spirit  of  special  carping  at  Sir  Knight  Batchelor, 
for  he  is  only  following  in  the  beaten  track,  but  is  prompted  solely  by  a  con- 
viction that  the  Grand  Encampment  is  not  getting  fair  play  from  its  critics, 
and  is  being  made  the  scapegoat  of  others*  sins. 

PBOCBEDINGB. 

Most  of  the  time  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  taken  up  in  adopting  a  new 
Constitution,  which,  however,  is  not  printed  in  the  Proceedings. 

In  deference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Commander,  a  committee 
of  five  was  raised  '*  to  take  into  consideration  the  relations  between  this  Grand 
Commandery  and  the  Grand  Encampment;  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Con- 
clave." 

GOBBESPOHDENOB. 

The  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Geo.  T.  Oliver,  and  covers  69  pages. 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  he  quotes  a  decision  of  the  Grand 

Commander,  that  a  rejected  candidate  can  renew  his  petition  in  four  months, 

and  quotep,  in  opposition.  Article  XII,  section  30,  of  the  Digest;  which  says, 

''  The  petition  of  one  who  has  been  rejected  cannot  be  renewed  until  at  least 

six  months  after  such  rejection."    He  says: 

^'In  L880,  the  Grand  Encampment  struck  out  of  the  beginning  of  clause  12 
the  words,  *  In  the  absence  of  any  statute  by  the  governing  Grand  Commandery 
to  the  contrary.'  It  is  likely  that  prior  to  that  time  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  permitted  a  second  petition  after  the  expiration  of  four 
months,  and  that  the  Grand  Commandery  was  either  ignorant  of  the  change  or 
regarded  the  Constitution  of  his  Grand  Commandery  as  of  superior  authority." 

Mississippi  is  noticed  in  one  page,  and  Grand  Commander  Meade's  Address 
is  referred  to  as  "  very  clear  and  sensible."  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  report  he 
styles  ^^  terse,  compact  and  interesting." 

He  donH  take  kindly  to  the  "  invasion "  absurdity,  and  thinks  it  '*  wiser  to 
recommend  legislation  making  fraternal  visits  more  free,  rather  than  tighten- 
ing the  red-tape  system."    To  which  we  say  amen. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Alletown,  May  26,  1885. 

Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

Commanderies,  59;  membership,  6,870;  average  membership,  116. 


^ 
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TENNESSEE— 1884. 

The  Twenty -Sooond  Annnnl  Conclave  met  at  Nashville,  May  20, 1884;  Sir 
Wm.  Piatt  Robertson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Twelve  Commanderies 
represented. 

Sir  Dan'l  Smith,  Grand  Commander  of  Alabama  and  representative  of  the 
Grand  Master,  and  Sir  Wm.  La  Rne  Thomas,  Grand  Commander  of  Kentucky 
and  Grand  Senior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  were  receivec!  with  ap- 
propriate honors. 

Our  Tennessee  fraters  seem  to  have  had  a  galaxy  of  distingnished  visitors, 
for  we  notice,  in  addition  to  the  above,  quite  a  number  of  the  Grand  Officers 
of  Kentucky.    Mnchee  talkee  followed,  of  course. 

Nineteen  Grand  Representatives  were  also  present;  among  them,  Sir  Morton 

B.  Howell,  for  Mipsissippi. 

ADDBBBS. 

The  Grand  Commander  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  Sir  Wm.  R.  Butler,  P.  G. 

C,  who  died  November  18,  1883. 

He  evidently  has  none  of  the  morbid  fear,  indulged  by  some,  that  social 
gatherings  of  the  Order  are  hurtful.    He  says: 

^*  Therefore,  I  urge  vou  to  cultivate  meetings  of  the  brotherhood.  We  will 
love  more,  the  better  we  know  each  other.  And  were  it  possible  to  bring  our 
fraters  of  all  the  earth  together  now  and  then,  let  them  look  into  each  other's 
eyes,  grasp  each  other's  hands,  tell  into  each  other's  ears  the  stories  of  experi- 
ence, and  plan  and  dream  and  hope  together,  a  feeling  would  crystalize  into  a 
principle  that,  in  the  end,  would  banish  strife  from  the  earth." 

We  think  he  has  a  sensible  idea,  J  too,  about  granting  dispensations.  He 
granted  every  one  asked  for,  believing  ^  that  the  Commanderies  are  the  best 
judges  of  their  wants  in  that  respect." 

He  was  at  the  Triennial,  and,  of  all  those  who  have  spoken  of  the  gorgeous 
pageant,  none  have  so  strikingly  conveyed  to  our  mind  the  splendid  scene. 
Sir  Knight  Robertson  is  evidently  a  poet,  for  although  his  words  are  not 
clothed  in  rhyme,  they  burn  with  true  poetic  fire.    Hear  him : 

^'  Accustomed  as  we  are  to  fraternity  and  hospitality,  I  must  say  that  I  never 
witnessed  or  partook  of  anything  so  splendid  as  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment given  the  Triennial  Conclave  in  California  and  the  beautiful  city  of  San 
Francisco.  It  is  the  Golden  State,  indeed.  Its  golden  gates  were  wide  open 
to  receive  us,  and  hearts  as  true  as  gold  welcomed  us,  and  skies  of  burnished 
gold  bent  over  us.  As  we  entered  its  famed  city,  the  city  of  the  golden  horns, 
on  the  shores  of  a  bay  that  lies  hidden  among  verdure-mantled  hills,  from  the 
swells  of  the  monster  and  majestic  ocean,  a  wilderness  of  marvelous  splendor 
burst  upon  our  enraptured  vision.  The  chivalric  colors  of  our  Knightly  Order, 
fashioned  into  numberless  charming  conceits,  flashed  upon  us  from  every  side. 
The  splendid  stone  and  marble  piles,  that  bespeak  tho  commerce  and  wealth 
of  this  new  Atlantis,  were  decked  in  chivalric  trappings,  and  blazed  with  the 
splendors  of  Templarism,  and  broad  avenues,  sweeping  in  every  direction, 
boomed  with  a  population  in  holiday  dress  and  on  courtesy  bent. 

^  While  life's  taper  bums  in  this  grateful  heart,  I  shall  cherish  the  memory 
of  thoee  golden  hours  on  that  golden  shore,  amid  the  golden  hospitality  of  our 
Knightly  fraters." 

By  order  of  the  Grand    Commandery,    Sir  Geo.  C.  Conner   had  prepared 
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an  Installation  Ceremony,  which  is  printed  with  the  proceedings.  It  is 
very  beautiful  and  appropriate,  and  we  would  like  to  see  it  adopted  by  our  own 
Grand  Commandery. 

COBBBSFONDENOB. 

No  report. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Chattanooga,  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in  May,  1885. 
Sir  Gideon  R.  Gwynne,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell,  Grand 
Recorder. 
Commanderies,  18;  membership,  790;  average,  61. 


TEXAS— 1884. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Galveston,  April 
16,  1884;  Sir  Jno.  K.  McCoy  presiding.  Present,  the  representatives  of  13 
Subordinates,  11  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  12  Grand  Representatives. 

ADDBE68. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  the  Order  prosperous  in  Texas. 

He  had  during  the  year  paid  a  personal  visit  to  evei^  Commandery  in  the 
State,  except  one.  He  is  impressed  with  the  advantage  of  these  official  visits, 
and  recommends  their  continuance. 

PBOOEBDINOS. 

A  charter  was  granted  to  £1  Paso  Commandery,  located  at  £1  Paso. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  declaring  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery ^'  that  no  elaborate  display  of  expensive  hospitality  "  should  be  indulged 
in  by  Subordinates,  in  entertaining  that  Grand  Body. 

Considerable  business;  mostly  local. 

COBBBSPOMDENCB. 

The  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Wm.  G.  Hardenbrook,  who,  in  96  closely 
printed  pages,  reviews  33  Grand  Bodies,  among  them  Mississippi  for  1883,  which 
is  dismissed  with  just  twelve  lines,  all  told. 

In  humble  imitation  of  which,  we  say,  adieu,  Texas. 

Next  Conclave  at  Paris,  3d  Wednesday  in  April,  1885. 

Sir  J.  P.  Harrison,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  R.  Brewester,  Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  18;  membership,  884;  average,  49. 


V  £  R  M  O  N  T— 1  8  8  4. 


The  Forty- Second  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Burlington,  June  10,  1884;  Sir  A. 
A.  Hall,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.    Nine  Commanderies  represented. 

Sir  Charles  Rooms,  Grand  Commander  of  New  York  and  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  received  and  welcomed  with  the  proper 
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-honors.    In  his  reply  to  the  address  of  welcome,  he  speaks  some  earnest  words 
in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Encampment;  which  we  have  not  room  to  copy. 

ADDSKSS. 

He  had  issued  a  General  Order  requiring  all  Subordinate  Commanderies  to 
drill  periodically.    Some  obeyed,  some  did  not. 

He  reports  the  appointment  of  Sir  J.  L.  Power  as  Grand  Representative  of 
Vermont  near  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  No  better  selection  could  have  been 
made. 

Again  recurring  to  the  subject  of  drilling,  he  says: 

^*  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  out-door  drills  and  occasional  parades.  It  is  the 
surest  method  of  securing  uniformity  in  tactics,  for  commanders  and  men  will 
soon  be  seeking  the  best  system. 

********** 

"I  will  guarantee  that  it  will  add  to  the  interest  of  your  members  and  ele- 
vate the  standing  of  a  Gommandery." 

We,  also,  favor  out-door  drills,  and  are  convinced  that  it  is  the  best  known 
means  of  creating  interest  in  the  Commanderies,  which  alone  will  save  them 
from  the  dry-rot.  It  does  not  follow,  that  because  a  Commandery  is  well 
drilled  and  devotes  much  of  its  time  to  tactics  and  parades,  therefore  its  mem- 
bers are  frivolous  and  there  is  no  odor  of  Masonic  sanctity  in  them.  On  the 
contrary,  the  best  drilled  Commandery  will  always  be  found  the  brightest  and 
most  efficient.  The  hands  that  can  *'  carry  swords "  proficiently  will  gener- 
ally be  found  equally  ready  to  carry  "  good  bread  and  pure  water ''  to  the 
weary  pilgrim. 

If  we  are  not  to  use  the  military  feature  of  the  Order,  why  have  it?  Why 
not  discard  our  military  trappings  altogether,  and  as  our  Canadian  f  raters 
have  done — put  on  a  monk's  cowl  and  hide  ourselves  in  a  monkish  cloister  ? 
If  we  are  to  use  it,  then,  in  the  name  of  consistency,  let  us  perfect  ourselves 
in  it. 

Our  reading  convinces  us  that  most  of  the  opposition  to  drills  and  parades 
comes  from  those  whose  age  or  disinclination  renders  them  averse  to  the  labor 
of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  tactics.  Well,  if  the  older  fraters  don*t  want  to 
drill,  excuse  them,  but  donH  let  them  condemn  the  whole  C.-ommandery  to  be 
an  awkward  squad. 

PBOCESniMOS 

Almost  entirely  local.  A  form  for  opening  and  closing  the  Grand  Command- 
ery was  adopted.  The  short  form  of  Malta  ritual  was  also  adopted.  Quite  a 
number  of  Grand  Representatives  were  received  and  welcomed. 

COBBEBFONDENCE. 

The  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  F.  S.  Fisher. 

Under  head  of  Canada,  1888,  he  takes  up  (the  cudgels  stoutly  in  defense  of 
American  Templary  against  the  assaults  of  the  Great  Prior.  He  even  carries 
the  war  into  Africa,  by  quoting  from  the  Report  of  one  of  the  Provincial  Pri- 
ors, in  favor  of  the  American  system : 

^  It  is  worthy  of  special  note,  that  wherever  a  Preceptory  has  adopted  a  uni- 
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form  similar  to  the  sister  bodies  in  the  neighboring  republic,  fresh  life  and 
vigor  inspire  the  members,  and  not  only  raises  enthosiasm  in  the  Preoeptory 
so  doing,  bat  also  leads  to  the  accession  to  their  ranks  of  many  worthy  men. 
From  personal  knowledge  of  at  least  one  Preceptory  in  this  District,  and  con- 
versations I  have  had  with  officers  from  other  jurisdictions,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  introdnotion  of  the  uniform,  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States  has, 
and  is  having  an  extremely  beneficial  effect.** 

This  ought  to  shut  the  mouths  of  the  *'  fuss  and  feathers  "  shriekers  of  our 
own  country. 

He  goes  for  Sir  Knight  Quilbert,  of  Iowa,  without  gloves,  on  his  anti-Trini- 
tarian and  anti-Grand  Encampment  ideas. 

Being  a  new  member  of  the  Corps  Reportorial,  it  may  not  be  becoming  in 
us  to  obtrude  our  own  views  too  persistently,  but  we  do  think  that  less  person- 
ality, fewer  epithets,  and  more  toleration  for  the  opinions  of  others,  would 
vastly  improve  some  of  these  F.  C.  Reports. 

Mississippi  receives  kindly  notice,  and  he  quotes  copiously  from  Sir  E.  Geo. 
DeLap's  report  of  last  year. 

Noticing  a  number  of  *^  Doctors  **  mentioned  in  the  public  Installation  Pro- 
ceedings at  Grenada,  he  wonders  if  that  title  is  one  conferred  by  the  order  in 
Mississippi,  and  says  that  he  is  not  surprised  to  learn  that  DeLap  had  been  ill 
in  such  company.  As  one  of  the  ^'  Drs."  mentioned,  we  beg  to  assure  the  good 
f  rater  that  no  harm  was  done  by  our  crowd  to  Sir  E.  Geo.  He  wouldn't  drink 
anything  stronger  than  water,  and  so  there  was  no  chance  to  get  him  "  sick.** 

Next  Conclave  at  Burlington,  June  9, 1885. 

Sir  A.  A.  Hall  re-elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  C.  Bradbury  again 
Grand  Recorder. 

Nine  Commanderies  and  833  members:  average  92. 


V  I  R  G  I  N  I  A— 1  8  8  4. 


The  Sixty-Second  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Petersburg,  October  8;  Sir  John 
L.  Roper,  Grand  Commander  presiding. 

"  Circumstances  over  which,**  etc.,  prevented  his  visiting  the  Commanderies 
as  duty  required,  and  he  apportioned  the  work  among  the  Subordinate  Grand 
Officers;  some  of  whom  performed  and  some  did  not. 

This  matter  of  visitations  is  too  important  to  be  slurred  over,  and  yet  it  is 
frequently  too  expensive  to  be  borne  by  the  Grand  Commander.  A  sufficient 
sum  should  be  appropriated  annually  to  at  least  pay  the  expenses,  and  then 
insist  on  the  work  being  done. 

The  Grand  Commander  recommends  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Com- 
manuery  against  exchange  of  Representatives  be  rescinded,  and  Virginia  be 
put  in  harmony  with  her  sister  States  throughout  the  Union.  He  deprecates 
the  lukewarmness  existing  in  Templarism,  and  urges  the  importance  of  such 
wise  legislation  as  will  cure  the  evil.  ' 

When  you  find  the  remedy,  Sir  Knights,  please  let  us  know  it  in  Mississippi. 
We  are  down  with  same  complaint  here. 

He  attributes  the  trouble  to  the  great  increase  of  secret  and  benevolent  As- 
sociations of  late  years,  which  by  their  additional  tax  upon  the  time  and 
means  of  Templars,  causes  a  falling  off  in  attendance,  and  consequent  loss  of 
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interest.  In  this  he  is  nndenbtedly  oorreet,  and  other  branches  of  Masonry 
are  feeling  the  same  drawback;  bnt  we  confess  that  we  see  no  remedy  for  it 
nntil  these  latter  day  ^hemera  shall  haye  ran  their  brief  coarses. 

When  these  are  all  dead,  and  in  their  little  grayes,  where  thousands  of  their 
kind  haye  gone  before,  Masonry,  the  yenerable,  the  grand,  the  indestractible, 
will  still  be  here,  to  bless  and  eleyate  the  human  race.  Compared  to  Masonry, 
these  latter  are  as  the  fitfol  glare  of  the  electric  light  to  the  pale  effalgence  of 
the  moon,  the  one  casting  fantastic  shadows  to  trick  the  mind,  the  other 
illuminating  and  brightening  the  pathway  of  human  life — always  bright,  always 
steady,  always  reliable. 

FBOOSSDIMGS. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Commander's  address  recommended  that  hereafter 
the  Grand  Commander  should  be  allowed  to  appoint  Representatiyes  to  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  but  the  proceedings  don't  show  that  any  action  was  taken 
thereon. 

Most  Eminent  Robert  E.  Withers,  Grand  Master,  was  receiyed  ^'with  the 
honors  due  to  his  distinguished  position,"  and  proceeded  to  install  the  Grand 
Officers  elect. 

OOBBBSPONBENOE. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Sir  James  A.  Scott,  Chairman  of  theF.  C.  Committee, 
there  was  no  report,  save  a  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory,  from  the  remaining 
members  of  the  committee. 

Next  Annual  Conclaye  at  Richmond,  at  such  time  as  the  Grand  Commander 
may  select. 

Sir  Frank  A.  Reed,  G.  C;  Sir  Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder. 

Sixteen  Commanderies,  and  B^3  members;  aye  rage,  52. 


WEST    VIRGINI  A— 1  8  8  l-'8  2-'8  3. 

The  proceedings  of  aboye  three  years  are  all  published  in  the  same  pamphlet. 
The  Seyenth  Annual  Conclaye  was  held  at  Fairmont,  May  11  tb,   1881;  Sir 
Frank  Rex,  G.  C,  presiding,  and  seyen  Commanderies  represented. 

ADDBSBS. 

The  Grand  Commander  had  issued  a  General  Order,  in  which  he  charged  all 

Eminent  Commanders  to  see  that  the  regulations  with  reference  to  uniform 

were  strictly  out.     He  says: 

The  procuring  of  a  uniform  is  as  much  a  requirement  as  the  payment  of 
dues.  Why  then  make  an  exception  in  f ayor  of  one  and  retain  one  who  ought 
to  haye  been  prepared,  before  his  entrance,  to  procure  the  necessary  outfit, 
while  you  suspend  one  who  comes  short  in  what  might  be  deemed  an  inferior 
requirement  such  as  payment  of  annual  duea. 

This  is  a  fault  too  generally  condoned.  It  is  a  direct  yiolation  of  a  positiye 
obligation,  and  ought  to  be  punished. 

He  asked  permission  from  the  Grand  Commanders  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  to  pass  through  their  seyeral  Jurisdictions,"  with  his  command,  on  his 
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way  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Ghioago.  Fortnnatoly  it  was  grantod,  and 
West  Virginia  was  enabled  to  be  represented  on  that  occasion.  He  doesn't  tell 
us  what  he  wonld  haye  done  had  they  refused.  Whether  he  would  haye  boldly 
cut  his  way  through,  or  flanked  round  them. 

1882. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Martinsburg,  8ir  Jesse  R.  Purnell, 
G.  C,  presiding,  and  six  Commanderies  represented. 

ADDBBSS. 

The  G.  O.  notices  in  fitting  terms  the  death  of  Sir  James  A.  Garfield. 

He  had  been  very  active  in  duties  of  his  office.  Had  visited  all  the  Com- 
manderies, conferred  the  Orders  in  ^Te^  and  installed  the  officers  in  three. 
Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant. 

Grand  Master  Withers  visited  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  was  received 
with  appropriate  honors. 

Sir  Jesse  was,  as  he  deserved  to  be,  re-elected. 

1883. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Grafton,  a  place  where  no  Subordi- 
nate Commandery  was  stationed.  He  had  been  governed  by  a  wish  to  avoid 
putting  the  Subordinates  to  expense  for  entertaining  the  Grand  Commandery. 

We  believe  this  idea  to  be  a  bad  one.  Our  experience  in  this  jurisdiction  is, 
that  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  always  infuses  new  life  into  the 
Commandery  where  the  Conclave  is  held. 

He  again  visited  officially  all  the  Subordinates.  An  example  worthy  of  imi- 
tation by  all. 

PBOGKEDINGS. 

Of  all  three  years,  local  and  not  of  general  interest. 

COBBBSPONDKNOE. 

None  for  1881  or  1882.  For  1883  we  have  a  report  from  the  pen  of  Sir  O. 
S.  Long.  His  plan  of  reviewing  consists  almost  entirely  of  a  summary  of  the 
acts  and  doings  of  the  several  Grand  Commanderiev,  with  but  few  clippings, 
and  seldom  a  comment  of  his  own.  But  when  he  does  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  own  ideas,  they  are  generally  correct. 

Mississippi  for  1882  receives  kindly  mention.  He  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Sir  Knight  Harvey  W.  Walter,  and  copies  in  full  the  letter  of 
Sir  J.  N.  Craig,  read  before  the  Grand  Commandery,  recalling  the  scenes  of 
the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  which  Sir  Knight  Walter  lost  his  life. 

He  also  mentions  the  election  of  Sir  J.  M.  Howry,  as  an  honorary  member 
for  life,  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Conclave  was  to  be  held  at  Wheeling,  the  2d  Wednesday 
in  May,  1884.    Sir  W.  H.  H.  Flick,  G.  C;  Sir  Geo.  F.  Irvine,   Grand  Recorder. 

Commanderies,  7;  membership,  305;  average,  48. 
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WI8C0N8I N— 1 8  8  4. 

The  Twenty -sixth  Annual  GonclsTe  was  held  at  LaCrosse,  October  14,  1884; 
Sir  Geo.  H.  Benzenbers:,  G.  C,  presiding.    Fourteen  of  the  19  Commanderies  * 
present,  also  one  Past  Grand  Commander,  seven  Past  Eminent  Commanders, 
and  10  Grand  Representatives,  none  for  Mississippi. 

ADDBBSa. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  his  address  with  a  feeling  allusion  to  the 
Knightly  dead,  oonspionons  among  whom  was  Sir  Cbas.  F.  G.  Collins,  Past 
Grand  Commander,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Past  Grand  Master,  of  whom 
he  says  ^'who  was  there,  whose  love,  respect  and  esteem  he  had  not  won  by  his 
noble,  Knightly  manhood?" 

The  Order  in  his  Jnrisdiotion  is  ^^sound,  progressive  and  harmonions.*' 

He  reports  the  instituting  by  himself  of  four  new  Commanderiee,  whose 
charters  had  been  granted  at  the  preceding  Grand  Conclave.  One  of  them, 
Palestine,  No.  20,  starts  out  with  the  unusually  large  charter  membership  of 
forty. 

The  iron -clad  law  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  seems  to  be  particularly  strin- 
gent in  Wisconsin,  as  we  see  from  the  Giand  Commander's  address.  A  ques- 
tion was  asked  him  as  to  the  right  of  a  companion  to  petition  a  second  Com- 
mandery,  (in  whose  jurisdiction  he  then  lived)  eighteen  years  after  he  had  been 
rejected  by  the  first.  The  Grand  Commander  decided  that  he  could  not  so 
apply,  without  the  consent  of  number  one,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
was  then  an  affiliate  in  good  standing  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  his  place  of 
residence,  and  therefore  had  presumably  led  a  consistent  Masonic  life  for  all 
these  years. 

We  must  confess  that  this  rule  always  did  seem  harsh  and  unjust  to  us,  and 
such  extreme  cases  as  the  above  only  show  it  the  more  glaringly.  Here  is  one 
whom  his  Lodge  and  Chapter  declare  by  their  acts  to  be  a  good  man  and  true, 
who  has  been  debarred  for  eighteen  years  from  the  benefits  of  Knighthood, 
because  somebody  in  the  Commandery  to  which  he  first  petitioned,  was  not 
willing  to  fellowship  him.  That  a  man  should  be  allowed  to  thus  pursue  an- 
other for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  dog-in-the-manger  like,  not  willing  to 
take  him  himself,  and  not  willing  to  let  anyone  else  have  him,  though  all  others 
eeem  willing  to  do  so,  is  so  manifestly  absurd  and  unjust,  that  the  wonder  is 
that  such  a  law  could  stand  so  long.    The  sooner  it  is  changed  the  better. 

I'BOOEEDINGS. 

Local  and  nothing  of  special  interest  to  outsiders. 

OOBBESPOMDKMOE. 

The  report  is  again  from  the  hatid  of  Sir  Wm.  C.  Swan,  and  is  his  second 
effort. 

Under  Ohio,  he  notices  Sir  Knight  Carson's  remarks  about  marriage  and 
divorce  laws,  in  which  he  says  he  'Vould  be  glad  to  have  every  Committee  on 
Correspondence  in  the  United  States,  of  all  Masonic  Bodies,  speak  out  upon 
this  important  question.'*     Sir  Knight  Swan  says: 


80       REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  agree  with  him  heartily,  and  consider  this  a  orasade  within  the  province 
of  onr  Order,  which  is  and  should  be  the  sworn  foe  of  rice  and  immorality. 

With  all  dne  deference  to  oar  distingnished  f raters,  we  doubt  this  being  a 
proper  topic  of  discussion  by  the  Mutuals  at  all,  but  as  the  subject  has  been 
broached,  we  will  say  a  word  or  two.  It  is  our  deliberate  opinion,  founded  on 
a  good  deal  of  observation,  that  there  should  be  no  divorce  laws  at  all.  The 
less  divorce  law  you  have,  the  less  domestic  infelicity,  and  the  fewer  domestic 
scandals  you  have.  There  is  nothing  that  so  certainly  tends  to  debauch  public 
morals  as  loose  divorce  laws,  and  many  a  "scan  mag."  has  been  deliberately 
gone  into  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a  stale  and  undesirable  partner. 

In  Mississippi,  where  we  have  no  divorce  laws,  or  what  is  better,  public  opin- 
ion is  so  strong  against  them  that  they  are  seldom  invoked,  it  is  the  rarest 
thing  imaginable  to  see  a  married  couple  living  apart. 

The  marriage  yoke  fits  easily,  because  each,  knowing  there  is  no  escape, 
adopts  his  gait  to  the  other,  instead  of  trying  to  find  plans  to  get  out  on. 

No  divorced  white  man,  and  certainly  no  divorced  white  woman,  would  ever 
find  it  easy  to  marry  again  in  Mississippi,  and  thus  the  usual  inducement  for 
seeking  divorces  is  taken  away. 

We  leave  the  luxury  of  the  Divorce  Court  to  the  darkies,  who  by  the  way,  are 
very  fond  of  it. 

Mississippi  for  1884  is  noticed  in  two  pages,  but  we  find  nothing  of  sufficient 
importance  to  clip. 

Next  Annual  Conclave  at  Milwaukee,  October  18, 1885. 

Sir  Geo.  H.  Benzenberg,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  W.  Lafiin,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

Commanderies,  19;  membership,  1701;  average,  90. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now  our  task  is  done.  We  have  tried  our  'prentice  hand  at  the  repor- 
torial  art,  with  small  satisfaction  to  ourself,  and,  we  fear,  much  less  to  onr 
readers. 

We  hope,  however,  that  our  brother  Reporters  will  give  us  credit  for  good 
intentions,  and  set  down  naught  in  malice  against  us. 

To  Sir  Knights  Gurney,  Carson,  Ruckle,  Woodruff,  Guilbert,  Berry,  Edwards, 
Monell,  and  all  the  long  line  of  illustrious  fraters  whose  acquaintance  we  have 
made  in  our  swift  journey  through  the  States,  we  wish  to  retarn  thanks  for  the 
pleasure  found  in  reading  their  bright  and  witty  sayings. 

Where  we  have  ventured  to  differ  with  any  of  them,  it  has  been  with  serious 
misgivings,  because  of  their  so  much  longer  experience.  Still,  when  we  felt 
impelled  to  differ,  we  have  done  so,  but  always  endeavoring  to  let  our  words  be 
temperate  and  without  sting. 

As  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  health  is  restored,  this  will  probably  be  our  last  ap- 
pearance among  the  Mutuals,  and  we  therefore,  with  these  pages,  waft  them  all 
a  kindly  adieu,  with  the  sincere  hope  of  living  to  grasp  the  hand  of  each  at 
St.  Louis.  Courteously  submitted, 

CHAS.  M.  ERWIN,  Chairman, 

For  the  Committee. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI 


I  Alabama Wm.  G.  Litixe Mobile. 

Arkansas Inkes  0.  Adams Fine  BlufF. 

Oalif omia Thob.  H.  Caswell Nevada. 

Oolorado Datid  C.  Collieb Central. 

!  Connecticat Eli  C.  Bibdsey Meridan. 

!  Dakota L.  B.  French Yankton. 

Georgia Felix  Cobput Macon. 

Illinois James  Hawlet Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana John  W.  Cbuft Terre  Hante. 

Iowa James  Mobton Cedar  Rapids. 

Kansas John  M.  Pbioe Atchison. 

Kentucky John  8.  Lylb Covington. 

Ifonisiana Jos.  H.  DeGbanoe New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbummond Portland. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adbeon Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island. .  Nicholas  YanSlyok Providence. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Lanoley Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Pball St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Alfbed  G.  Hastings Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Habbis Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Wolvebton Trenton. 

New  York Geobok  Babcooe Troy. 

North  Carolina J.  W.  Hunteb Winston. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Bubohneb Youngstown. 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbubo Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Henby  M.  Holmes Austin. 

Vermont R.  J.  Pillino Burlington. 

"West  Virginia Mason  W.  Bubt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Milton  D.  Babtlett Eau  Clare. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES, 

APPOINTED    NEAR    THE   GRAND   COMMANDERY   OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama P.  M.  Sayebt Baldwyn. 

Arkansas T.  G.   Birohbtt Vicksburg. 

Oalifornia John  K.  Fulbon Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbkdebio  Speed Vicksburg. 

Connecticnt Geo.  B.  Gbeen Jackson. 

Dakota Wm.  Pbiestley Canton. 

Georgia G.  Y.  Fbeeman Jackson. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Benbbook Natchez. 

Indiana J.  R.  McIntosh Meridian. 

Iowa Jab.  T.  Meade ^ ...... Lexington. 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdon  . .  .19. . .  ....  £M|^  Gibson. 

Kentucky John   T.    Buck JircKson. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine Frank  Bubkitt Okolona. 

Maryland L.  B.  Mobby Holly  Springs. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island .  Robert  B.  Bbann^n Aberdeen. 

Minnesota Wm.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri *HHHHHIiH 

Nebraska Jameb  T.  Fant Holly  St)ring8. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New.  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Guh.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

North  Carolina John  Geoboe Grenada. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania Matt.  F  .  Asp Madison  Station. 

Tennessee Robert  L.  Saundebs Jackson. 

Texas Oliveb  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Poweb Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walkeb Port  (ribson. 

Wisronsin Jno.  A.  Dicks Natchez. 


^Was  represented  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Fleet  C.  Meboeb,  deceased. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Danixl  Satbk Montgomery. 

Arkansas James  A.  Hknby Little  Rook. 

California Thos.  H.  GAswsiiii Ban  Francisco. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Pabmeuee. Georgetown. 

Connecticut Joseph  K.  WheeXjEB Hartford. 

Dakota £.  £•  Saoe Sionx  Falls. 

Georgia 8.  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois GiiaBEBT  W.  Babmabd Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bbamwell Indianapolis. 

Iowa John  C.  Pabish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  H.  Bbown Wyandotte. 

Kentncky Lobbnzo  D.  Cboningeb Covington. 

Lonisiana Riohabd  Lambbbt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bebbt Portland. 

Maryland Ohas.  T.  Sisoo Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  and  R.  Island . .  AiiFBED  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand    Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Piebson St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Poweb Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mato St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  CiiEAVES Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  Tork Robebt  Macot New  York. 

North  Carolina James  C.  Munds Statesville. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meteb Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  HowEiiii Nashville. 

Texas Robebt  Bbewbteb Houston. 

Vermont W.  C.  Bbadbubt Yergennes. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.  Ibvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Lafun Milwaukee. 

Gband  Encampment  U.  S. — Robert  E.  Withers,  Grand  Master,  Alexandria, 
Va.;  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder,  Iowa  City.  Next  Triennial  Grand 
Conclave,  at  St.  Louis,  first  Tuesday  in  September,  1886. 


FOREIGN    JURISDICTIONS. 


Convent  Gbnebai«,  England— H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master, 
London;  Hon.  Judge  J.  F.  H.  Townshend,  Arch  Chancellor,  30  Upper  Fitz  Wil- 
liam street,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Great  Pbiobt  of  England — Earl  of  Latham,  G.  C.  T..  Great  Prior,  Carleton 
Club,  London;  Alex.  S.  Hill,  M.  P.,  Q.  C,  LL.  D.,  Grand  Chancellor,  London. 

Gbbat  Pbiobt  of  Ibbland. — H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Great  Prior, 
London;  John  A.  Baker,  K.  C.  T.,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Gbbat  Pbiobt  of  Canada.— W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  St.  Johns, 
Quebec;  Fleming  Rowland,  Grand  Chancellor,  Kingston,  Canada. 

Chapteb  Genbbal  of  Scotland. — Whyte  Melville,  Grand  Master,  Edinburg, 
Scotland;  Lindsay  MaoEersey,  80  St.  David  street,  Edinburg. 
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Grand  Commandery 


— OF    THE — 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


if-C'^^IFTy  ^^  Gband  Commamdebt   Knights   Tkmplab  or  thk  State  of 
icI^Erk  J      Mississippi  convened  in  its  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Conclave  in 

the  Asylum  of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  at  Jackson, 

TttTinX        on  Tuesday,  the  9th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  188G,  A.  O.  7(kS, 

at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

/fSTN^liy     'T^*®  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Cap- 

tain-General,  when  the  Grand  Officers  were  officially  received  and 

^J  escorted  to  their  respective  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  found  to  be 

PRESENT : 

John  H.  Gobdon R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander. , 

A.  B.  Vaughan V.',  E.'.  Deputy  (irand  Commander, 

N.  S.  Walker R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

H.  M.  RoMBEBGEB,  P.  (K  c as  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Captain-General. 

Fbedebic  Speed as  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Prelate. 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  p,  g.  c R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  Power R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Recorder. 

T.  H.  Walkeb R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

R .  HioHGATE R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

J.  T.  Lay R/.  E.'.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Geo.  C  .  Mtebs as  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Wm.  Priestley as  R.'.  E,'.  Grand  Warder. 

John  M.  Cain R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard, 

Absent — Rev.  Sir  Wm.  P.  Browne,  Grand  Prelate. 

A   constitutional  number  of  Oommanderies  bein^   represented,  the  Grand 
C'Ommandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knit^htly  Form. 

Sir  Knight  Frederic  Speed,  Actin<;  Grand   Prelate,  conduclfd  tlie  ORice.*  of 
Devotion,  in  t!ie  Asylum. 


4  1»KOOKKI)1N(4S    OK   'llIK  |  18b6 

R.-.  E.'.  Sir  J.  J.  Hayes,  Grand  Cnptain-General.  entered  and  assumed  his 
8tation- 

The  R/.  E.\  Grand  Commander  announced  the  usual  Committees,  as  follows: 

Cbedentials— R.  A.  Owen,  H.  M.  Romberger,  R.  Highgate. 

Templab  Law — Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughau,  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain. 

Finance — Jas.  T.  Meade,  T.  H.  Walker,  R.  A.  Owen. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officebs — W.  G.  Paxton,  N.  S.  Walker,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

Unfinished  Business — Matt.  F.  Ash,  Wm.  Priestley,  Geo.  C.  Myers. 

Appeals — Wm.  Priestley,  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  C.  C.  Ross. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received,  and  the  Committee  continued: 
To  the  li.'.  K.'.  Grand  Conunandet'y  of  Miasittaippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  Rep- 
resentatives are  in  attendance: 

Mississippi  Commandbbt,  No.  1 — 
Matt.  F.  Ash,  E.  C. 

Magnolia  Commandebt,  No.  2 — 

W.  G.  Paxton,  P.  G.  C,  E.  C. 

Lexington  Commandebt,  No.  3 — 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  G.  C,  P.  E.  C. 
Holly  Spbings  Commandebt,  No.  4 — 

Geo.  C.  Myers,  P.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

Rosalie  Commandebt,  No.  6 — 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C,  proxy  for  E.  C  ,  C  T.  Chamberlain,  P.  E.  C. 

St.  Cyb  Commandebt,  No.  6 — 

H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  C,  P.  E.  C  ,  Representative. 
Winona  Commandebt,  No.  7 — 

T.  H.  Walker,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

DbMolat  Commandebt,  No.  8 — 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  P.  E.  C,  E.  C,  Representative. 

IvANHOK  Commandebt,  No.  10 — 

C.  C.  Ross,  P.  E.  C,  Representative. 
Canton  Commandebt,  No.  12 — 

Wm.  Priestley,  P.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

CcEUB  De  Lion  Commandebt,  No.  13 — 

N.  S.  Walker,  P.  E.  C,  Representative. 
Gbenada  Commandebt,  No.  15 — 

R.  Highgate,  P.  E.  C,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Also  the  following: 

P.  M.  Savebt,  of  Ivauhoe  Commnndery,  No.  10,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Wm.  G.  Paxton,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Fbank  Bubeitt,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  10,  Past  Em.  Commander. 
Fbedebic  Speed,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Past  Em.  Commander. 


18^6]  GRAND   COMMAN0KRY    OK    MISSISSIPPI.  5 

Cabs  Oltknbubg,  of  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8,  Past  Em.  Communder. 
R.  A.  Owen,  of  Cuenr  de  Lion  Commander j,  No.  13,  Fast  Eiii.  Commander. 
S.  C.  CoNLEY,  of  Koscinsko  Commandery,  No.  11,  Past  Em.  Commander. 
Jacob  Pebbles,  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5. 
Frank  Hawkinh,  Jb.,  of  Winona  Coramandery^No.  7. 

Courteouslv  submitted, 

R.  A.  Owen, 

R.  HlOHGATE, 

H.  M.  ROMBEBOKB, 

Committee. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  then  proceeded  to  read  his  Addres^s,  which 
is  as  follows: 

GRAND  COMMANDER'S  ADDRESS, 

To  the  Officers  and  Meinbem  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

Once  again,  fellow- pilgrims,  we  meet  under  the  Arch  of  Steel  in  this  beauti- 
ful city,  the  Capital  of  our  State,  to  renew  our  Knightly  greetings,  and  legis- 
late for  the  good  of  Templar  Masonry. 

To  me,  Sir  Knights,  it  is  a  gratifying  privilege,  indeed;  for  by  your  kind 
expression,  at  the  last  Grand  Conclave,  you  elected  me  to  fill  the  important 
trust  of  Grand  Commander  of  this  Jurisdiction  of  Knights  Templar,  and  for 
which  keeping  I  pledged  anew  my  efforts  and  abilities. 

I  hope  we  have  advanced  in  the  works  of  charity  and  true  beneficence . 

The  purpose  of  these  annual  assemblages  is  not  alone  to  hold  sweet  commu- 
nion with  one  another,  but,  by  wise  counsel  and  consideration,  do  what  we  can 
to  advance  the  banner  of  the  Cross  against  the  sins  and  follies  of  man — more 
particularly  "  those  of  ours  " — and  offer  a  rallying  point  for  those  who  will  and 
desire  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  "poor  old  Simon  of  Cyrene." 

As  Knights  Templar,  we  are  adjuncts  of  Christianity,  and  the  attributes  of 
true  love,  unvarying  friendship,  and  practical  utility  should  not  be  lacking  in 
onr  counsels. 

Thus,  with  a  great  work  before  us,  in  broad  fields,  bounded  only  by  jurisdic- 
tion, let  U3  set  to  work  in  earnest,  and  elevate  to  its  former  prosperity,  Templar 
Masonry . 

By  correspondence  with  tho  several  Eminent  Commanders  of  the  State,  I 
learn  with  sorrow  that  Templarism  has  not  materially  advanced  in  the  past 
eight  months  as  was  hoped.     But  hope  is  a  beacon- star  that  beckons  us  on. 

The  Cross,  our  emblem,  was  a  beacon  that  shone  in  fiery  splendor  in  days  of 
Knighthood,  and  encouraged  those  who  looked  upon  it  to  deeds  of  greater  glory 
and  sacrifice;  so  let  our  Crass,  our  emblem,  so  encourage  us  to  go  forward  with 
the  great  work  taught  in  our  noble  Order.  By  precept  an^  example,  we  might 
advance  the  interests  of  Knighthood,  and  so  elevate  it  that  it  would  be  a  dis- 
tinction, indeed,  to  be  known  as  a  Templar.  We  all  are  responsible  in,  a  de- 
gree, for  the  present  apathy  that  exists.  We  do  not  openly  and  zealously  pro- 
mulgate the  great  teacliings,  as  taught  in  the  several  degrees  of  Knighthood, 
nor  encourage  the  advancement  of  brothers  from  the  subordinate  branches  of 
Masonry  to  our  ranks.     We  do  not  meet  often  enough  to  even  familiarize  our- 
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selves  witli  tlie  work.     We  open  aud  close  in  the  shortest  and  easiest  way,  and 
deem  it  a  bnrdeu — heavy  as  the  cross— to  meet  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Order.     We  hurry  through,  hurry  home,  and  then  until  the  next  urgent  need  of 
a  meeting  our  Order  is  neglected.     I  speak  ttiis  from  a  home  standpoint,  first 
and  then  from  corresponding  with  Eminent  Commanders  of  this  State. 

We  all  know  tliat  where  by  successive  degrees  the  beauties  of  Masonry  are 
unfolded,  that  as  each  was  attained,  that  we  felt  a  want  for  further  lore.  That 
wish  must  be  appeased,  and  we  sought  and  evidently  found  it  in  the  Templar 
Degrees.  This  attained,  we  became  satiated,  gorged  on  Masonry,  and  left 
only  the  name  and  the  fact  that  the  degrees  of  Knighthood  had  been  obtained. 

We  followed  not  up  the  great  teachings  of  the  Order,  nor  sought  to  impart 
it  to  others,  but  by  degrees  we  let  interest  in  this  the  most  sublime  of  al^ 
branches  of  Masonry  to  relax,  and  contented  ourselves  that  we  held  member 
ship. 

Then,  Sir  Knights,  let  us  make  it  our  aim.  our  ambition,  to  so  conduct  our- 
selves in  every  walk  of  life,  that  the  brethren  of  the  subordinate  degrees  of 
Masonry  will  be  stimulated  to  seek  our  ranks,  and  thus  "teach  a  lesson  by  the 
way." 

I  will  no  longer  detain  you  from  your  labors,  but  expresis  the  hope  that  in 
wisdom,  prudence  and  zeal  you  will  be  actuated,  and  by  wise  legislation  ma- 
terially advance  the  prosperity  of  the  Order. 

Sir  Knights,  one  and  all,  I  extend  a  courteous  and  fraternal  greeting,  and 
beg  of  you  your  indulgence  of  my  shortcomings. 

Now,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  I 
herewith  submit  my  account  of  stewardship  of  the  olfice  of  Grand  Commander 
for  the  past  eight  months,  and  which  is  of  but  little  interest. 

In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  offered  at  last  Grand  Conclave: 

Whebeas^  Information  having  been  received  of  invasion  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  by  a  Subordinate  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  having 
conferred  the  orders  on  certain  Companions  residing  in  this  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion: that  the  Grand  Commandery  respectfully  request  the  Grand  Commander 
to  communicate  all  the  facts  relating  thereto  to  the  Grand  Commander  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  request  in^formation  thereon, — 

I  wrote,  on  the  13th  of  July,  last,  to  the  Grand  Commandsr  of  Tennessee  in 

regard  to  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  Memphis,  invading  our  Jurisdiction.      On 

the  18th  of  same  month,  I  received  a  reply  from  the  Grand  Commander,  J.  B. 

Nicklin,  asking  information.     I  immediately  wrote  to  E.*.  G.'.  J.   D.    Miles) 

Vicksburg,  in  rflgard  to  this,  which  was  answered  by  Sir  Knight  J.  J.  Hayes. 

This  I  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Commpnder  of  Tennessee  on  the  third  day  of 

August.     During   the  same  month  I   received   another   communication  from 

Grand  Commander  Nicklin,  stating  that  Eminent  Sir  G.G.Jones  of  Lexington 

Commandery,  of  this  Jurisdiction,  had  waived  the  right  of  jurisdiction  in  the 

case  referred  to.     This  I  consider  irregular,  as  none  but   the   Commandery 

proper  in  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  has  the  right  to  waive  any  claim,  and  they 

only  by  unanimous  vote.     But  seeing  that  no  good  could   come  of  the  matter 

by  further  correspondence,  aud  being  satisfied  that  no  slight  was  intended.  I 

let  the  matter  drop. 

DISPENSATIONS    DECLINED. 

I  received  from  Sir  Knight  J.  W.  Powell,  Recorder  of  Magnolia  Comhiand- 
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ery,  No.  2.  Vick«burg,  a  communiciition  stating  that  they  had  failed  to  elect 
officers  at  the  regnlar  conclave  iu  December,  aaid  asked  for  a  diBpensation  to 
hold  meeting  first  Monday  in  January,  taking  regular  meeting  day  to  elect 
officers. 

Like  my  predecessors,  I  held  that  no  dispensation  was  necessary.  I  referred 
them  to  Article  III.,  By-Laws  for  the  Government  of  Subordinate  Command- 
eries,  which  sets  forth  the  duties  very  plainly,  and  instructed  them  to  elect  offi- 
cers as^arly  as  convenient. 

I  received,  Jauaary  22,  from  Eminent  Sir  T.  H.  Walker,  of  Winona  Com- 
mandery  No.  7,  a  communication  asking  for  dispensation  to  hold  election  of 
officers,  to  which  I  made  the  same  reply. 

GRAND    BEPaESENTATIVES. 

I  have  nominated  the  following  Sir  Knights  as  Grand  Representatives: 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  of  Grenada  Commandery  No.  15,  to  represent  the 

Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri. 

v.*.  E.'.  Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan,  of  DeMolay  Commandery  No.  8,  at  Columbus,  to 

represent  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Nebraska. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

January  5,  I  received  from  Grand  Commander  of  Alabama  a  communica- 
tion from  Mobile  Commandery,  asking  the  privilege  of  conferring  the  degrees 
of  Knighthood  on  three  Royal  Arch  Masons  re.siding  at  Moss  Point  iu  this 
Jarisdiction.  I  forwarded  application  to  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  for 
action.  Eminent  Sir  Matt.  F.  Ash  promised  to  lay  the  communication  before 
his  Commandery,  and  he  reports  that  iiis  Commandery  granted  the  desired 
privilege. 

11^      >IKMOKIA:if. 

Of  the  death  of  one  Sir  Knight  only,  am  I  informed:  that  of 

Sib  Thos.  J.  Harpeb, 

of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2.  Though  not  a  member  of  this  Grand  Body, 
he  was  *'with  us  and  of  us"  in  Knightly  faith.  I  cannot  speak  of  him  from  a 
personal  standpoint,  as  I  knew  him  not,  but  I  trust  that  his  armor  was  well 
girded  on,  and  when  he  sheathed  his  sword  it  was  stainless  from  unknightly 
acts. 

Others,  doubtless,  have  crossed  over  the  river  of  death,  of  which  notice  will 
be  given  by  the  respective  Commanders,  and  which  will  be  referred  to  the 
proper  Committee. 

"Rest  to  their  a.*hes.     Peace  to  their  .souls." 

In  conclusion.  Sir  Knights,  I  would  say  that  the  above  includes  my  labors  as 
Grand  Commander,  and  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

It  was  my  intention,  in  company  with  Sir  Knight  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Gen- 
eralissimo and  Inspector  of  District  No.  4,  to  have  visited  the  several  Com- 
manderies  adjacent  to  my  own,  but  was  forced  by  circumstances  to  forego  that 
pleasure. 
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I  offer  a  sagge.stion:  that  those  Inspectors  when  on  official  visits  to  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  be  allowed  their  expenses  out  of  a  fund  set  aside  by  this 
Grand  Commandery.  No  donbt  a  visit  from  a  competent  and  well-versed 
Knight  to  a  Commandery  would  do  much  to  brighten  them  up,  for  we,  toc» 
need  "a  lesson  by  the  way."  I  would  also  suggest  that  hereafter  this  Grand 
Commandery,  in  its  Annual  Conclaves,  open  in  Regular  Form,  thus  setting  an 
example  to  its  Subordinates  to  do  likewise.  By  so  doing  we  keep  up  a  lively 
interest  in  the  work,  and  become  more  proficient  in  the  drill  and  manual  of  the 
sword,  and  would  doubtless  reap  the  benefits  of  live  Commanderies.  The  ex- 
ample should  be  set  here  and  followed  to  the  letter  by  the  Eminent  Com- 
manders. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights  and  f raters,  I  thank  you  for  your  expression  of  good 
will  as  manifested  toward  me,  and  ever  bearing  in  mind  your  courtesies,  .1 
salute  you  and  invoke  the  blessings  of  the  Sovereign  Ruler  on  all  our  delibera- 
tions. J.  H.  GORDON, 

Grand  Commander. 


The  reading  of  the  Addrefs  concluded.  Past  grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Pax- 
ton  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Besofved,  That  the  Address  of  the  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  be  received, 
published  with  the  Proceedings,  and  referred: 

1st.  BO  much  as  refers  to  the  Condition  of  the  Order,  to  a  special  committee 
of  three. 

2d.  So  much  as  refers  to  Invasion  of  Jurisdiction,  to  Commmittee  on 
Templar  Law. 

3d.     So  much  as  refers  to  Dispensations,  to  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

4th.  So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Representatives,  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

5th.  So  much  as  refers  to  Deceased  Templars,  to  a  special  comniittee  of 
three. 

Oth.     Finance,  to  that  Committee. 

7th.     All  other  matters  to  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following  Special  Committees  to  con- 
sider the  foregoing: 

Item  1 — Sirs  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  P.  M.  Savery,  B.  A.  Vaughau. 

Item  4— Sirs  N.  S.  Walker,  Frederic  Speed,  H.  M.  Romberger. 

Item  5— Sirs  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  R.  A.  Owen,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  Reports  and 
Accounts,  and  on  being  read  they  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
They  are  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  February  Gth,  188(5. 

To  the  Ii.\  It!.'.  Grand  Comrnandenj  of  Mississippi :  » 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Recorder. 
The  total  receipts  for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.    1 |; 

Magnolia  "  No.    2 

Lexington  "  No.    3 18  (M) 
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Holly  Springs  "  No.    4 

Rosalie  '•  No.    r> -^'^  00 

St.Cyr  "  No.    V> -'-'  0<> 

Winona  "  No.    7 23  0() 

DeMolay  **  No.    8 1»  00 

Ivmhoe  ^-  No.  10 ;JG  00 

Canton  *•  No.  12 1«  ^^ 

C(pnr  de  Lion  •*  No.  18 1(5  00 

Grenada  *•  No.  15 --  <»0 

Total '.  I;  217  00 

The  following  Commanderien  are  in  arrears  for  dues: 

Mississippi,    No.    1— Balance   on    1882,   $36.00;    1883,   $4G.00;    1884, 

J^38  00:  1885,  estimated,  |35.00,  total ^  li»'''»  00 

Magnolia,  No.  2— Dues  1884 74  00 

Holly  Springs,  No.  .'i— Dues  1884 ^7  00 

Total t;  270  00 

In  my  last  Report,  I  called  special  attention  to  the  indebtednes.^  of  Missis- 
sippi Commandery,  No.  1,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  the  unpleasant  duty  of 
again  inviting  attention  to  its  delinquency.  The  Commandery  has  a  member- 
ship of  35,  about  one-half  of  whom  do  not  reside  in  this  city,  and  some  of 
them  never  pay  dues,  and  yet  the  Commandery  '"carries'*  them  on  its  Annual 
Return,  and  this  incurs  liability  to  the  Grand  Commandery.  I  recommend 
such  action  as  will  insure  the  payment  of  arrearages  within  a  specified  time. 

The  receipts  for  the  year,  aggregating  only  $217.00,  are  less  than  for  any 
one  year  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  Fortunately,  the  expenses 
are  nearly  measured  by  the  income;  and  one  object  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
in  meeting  at  this  time  and  place  was  to  avoid  a  large  "pay-roll." 

In  this  connection,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  the  Grand  Conclave  in 
1883,  (Proceedings,  page  18,)  so  much  of  Sec.  93  Rules  and  Edicts  as  author- 
ized mileage  and  per  diem  to  Grand  Officers,  was  repealed.  The  Grand  Offi- 
cers served  in  1884  for  the  "honor  of  the  thing,**  but  in  1885  the  few  who  were 
present  were  paid  their  necessary  expenses.  The  rule,  as  amended,  provides 
compensation  only  for  one  Representative  of  a  Commandery. 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder  have  been  exceedingly  light  during 
the  past  year. 

The  Return  and  dues  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1885,  were  forwarded  to  Grand  Recorder 
Parvin. 

On  July  6th,  I  forwarded  to  Sir  Q.  Y,  Freeman  a  commission  as  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia,  succeeding  Sir  John  A. 
Galbreath,  deceased. 

On  13th  July,  I  issued  certificate  to  Sirs  John  Riley  ^nd  John  P.  Irving,  as 
members  of  late  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11. 

On  30th  October,  I  received  notice,  through  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 

Commandery  of  West  Virginia,  of  the  removal  from  that  Jurisdiction  of  our 

Grand  Representative,  Sir    Mason   W.  Burt,   and   upon   recommendation  of 

Grand  Recorder  Irvine,  I  issued  a  commission,  by  authority  of  onr  Grand  Com- 

iTiTinder,  to  Em.".  Sir  'J'homas  M.  Darrali  to  succeed  Sir  Burt. 
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• 

On  the  2d  Jiinunry,  I  was  notified  by  Grand  Recorder  Sisco,  of  Maryland, 
of  the  death,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1885,  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Wil- 
liam Tell  Adreon,  for  many  years  our  Representative  at  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  of  Maryland;  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  Past 
Grand  Commander  John  Snowden  Tyson  was  commissioned  to  till  tht) 
vacancy. 

Several  communications  have  been  received  from  the  Triennial  Committee 
in  reference  to  the  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampent  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  2Ist  day  of  September  next;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  such  action  vrill  be  taken  at  this  time  as  will  insure  a  creditable 
representation  of  the  Templars  of  Mississippi  on  that  occasion. 
Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

1HS5.  Dk. 

June  2.").     To  balance  this  date ^     73  68 

188«. 
Feb.  8.     To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date 217  00 

Total $  290  58 

Ca. 

By  pay-roll  Grand  Conclave  1 885 1     97  50 

By  Proceedings  and  other  printing  1885 133  00 

By  postage  and  express,  Grand  Recorder 10  75 

By  dues  to  Grand  Encampment,  1885 17  00 

By  salary  of  Grand  Recorder,  1885 50  00 

Total .<!  308  25 

Balance  due  Grand  Treasurer,  S17.67. 
Fraternally  subriitted. 

JAS.  T.  MEADE.  Grand  Treasurer. 


Sir  H.  A.  Vaughan  submitted  the  following,  whicli  w;is  received  and  ordered 
spread  upon  the  minutes: 

To  the  II.'.  K.' .  Grand  Comynandery  of  Minf<{i<!iippi: 

As  Inspector  of  District  No.  2,  I  visited  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  on 
January  28th  last.  I  found  the  Commandery  well  officered,  and  they  and  the 
members  zealous  in  Templar  work. 

From  the  Commandery  and  members  I  received  fraternal  greetings  and 
wide  hospitality  as  your  official. 

During  my  visit  of  inspection,  I  witnessed  tlie  conferring  of  the  Red  Cross 
Degree  upon  two  companions.  The  work  of  this  degree  was  executed  in  a  very 
satisfactory  fmanner,  especially  when  the  fact  is  considered,  that  at  the  con- 
clave immediately  preceding  the  conferring  of  the  degree,  a  new  set  of  officers 
were  chosen.  Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

B.  .A.  Vaughan,  Inspector  Dist.  No.  2. 


> 
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Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLnp  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Frnterutil  Cor- 
respcndence,  ivhich  wnR  received  nnd  ordered  printed  with  the  Proceediuj^s. 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery  offered  an  amendment  to  the  General  Regulations  in  refer- 
ence to  jurisdiction  of  applicants  for  the  Orders,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

The  Grand  Cominandery,  at  1  o'clock,  was  declared  adjourned  until  4 
o'clock,  r.  sr. 


AFXCRNOOX     S^K.SSS 


The  Grand  Commandeiy  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Reports  of  Committees  were  submitted  as  follows,  and  each  adopted  as  read: 

TEMPLAR    LAW. 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Comuian(h rt/ : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was   referred 
the  resolution  to  amend  General  Rejjulatiou  No.  :J,  proposed  by  R.*.  E.'.   Past 
Grand  Commander  Savery — 
Change  (Jencral  JlegiUat'onA  : 

No.  III.  Strike  out  the  words  *'any  applicant  whose  place  of  residence  may 
be  nearer  to  anotijer  Commandery,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  Commandery 
ill  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  may  reside,  nor  upon" — be^  leave  to  report 
that  tlie  same  be  adopted. 

Courteously  submitted,  Fbkderic  Spked, 

B.  A.  Vauoiian, 
('.  T.  ('hambeiilain. 

Committee. 

TKMPLAB    LAW. 

To  the  Jllf/ht  Eminent  Grand  Commander n :' 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address  as  relates  to  his  refusal  to  grant 
dispensations  to  hold  special  conclaves  for  the  election  of  officers,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  approve  his  decision  in  the  premises. 

(  ourteou-ily  submitted,  Fkederic  Speed, 

B.  A.  Vaucihan, 
C  T.  (■hamberlain. 

Committee. 

TEMPLAR    LAW. 

To  the  llirjht  Eminent  Grand  (Jonnnandery  : 

Youf  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Grand  Co'jimander's  address  in  reference  to  the  conferring 
of  the  orderB  upon  several  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Greenville,  by  St.  Elmo 
Coaimandery  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  would  respectfully  Report  that  the  action  of 
St.  Elmo  Commandery  was  without  warrant  or  authority,  and  that  the  Sir 
Knights  so  made  can  only  be  considered  as  irreguhir. 

Section  26,  paragraph  8,  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and 
the    Regulations   of    this   Grand    Commandery,    authorize  a  waiver  of  juris- 
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diction  by  n  Commaudery  of  one  State  to  that  of  another;  but  in  the  present 
instance  the  fact  is  definitely  established  that  no  action  was  had  by  Lexington 
Commandery,  and  the  only  pretext  of  authority  for  the  action  of  St.  Elmo 
Oommandery  was  in  the  consent  of  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Lexington 
Gommandery  which  amounts  only  to  the  consent  of  a  Sir  Knight  in  his  private 
capacity. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Companions  who  songht  to  secure  the 
orders  in  Memphis,  regarded  the  appointments  and  furnishings  of  our  poorly 
provided  Commanderies  as  ill-suited  to  their  more  aristocratic  pretensions,  and 
we  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  left  where  they  have  placed  themselves, 
in  the  position  of  irregularly  made  Knights,  and  as  such  that  the  entrance  to 
all  our  Asylums  be  barred  against  them. 

Courteously  submitted,  Frederic  Speed, 

B.  A.  Vauohan, 

C.  T.  Chambeelain, 

Committee. 

STATE    OF    THE   OBDEH. 

The  Committee  on  State  of  the  Order  courteously  submit  the  following  re- 
port: * 

We  regret  the  existing  apathy  in  the  ranks  of  Templars  of  Mississippi,  and 
while  we  are  not  advised  of  any  particular  cause  for  the  manifest  want  of  inter- 
est in  the  Order,  we  saggest: 

1.  That  Eminent  Commanders  be  earnestly  requested  to  see[that  in  all  cases 
practicable  the  ceremonies  in  Asylums  be  performed  in  full. 

2.  That  more  attention  be  paid  to  the  study  of  ritual  and  drill. 

3.  That  jurisdictional  lines  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  be  abolished. 

4.  That  the  minimum  fee  for  the  orders  be  reduced  to  $125.00. 

5.  That  all  regulations,  or  parts  thereof,  of  the  Grand  Commandory  in  con- 
flict with  above  suggestions,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

W.  G.  Paxton. 

B.  A.  Vauohan, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

Committee. 

appeals. 

To  the  ll.\  K.\  Grand  Commandenj  : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals,  finding  nothing  to  come  before  them, ask  to  be 
discharged.  Courteously, 

Wm.  Priestley, 

C.  C.  UosH, 

Committee. 

UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

Totht  li: .  K.\  Grand  Comnuinden/: 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  respectfully  report  that  they  find 
nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  last  annual  conclave  requiring  their  action. 

Matt.  F.  Ash, 
(teo.  C.  Myers, 
Wm.  Prikstlev, 

Committee." 

DOINGS    OF    GRAND    OFFICKIIS. 

7i.'.  J'J.'.  Grand  Commandenj  oj  Minsiasippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  beg  to  report  that  they  concur 
in  the  doings  of  such  officers;  except  they  desire  to  refer   to  section   :J2,  Code 
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of  Stntutefs,  which  reads:  "Correspondence  between  subordinates  of  different 
Grand  Commauderies  i«hould  be  forwarded  through  their  respective  Grand 
Commanders/'  Fraternally  reported, 

W.  G.  Paxton, 
B.  A.  Vaughan, 
N.  S.  Walkeb, 


Committee. 


KEPOKT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    DECEASliD    FBATJS.E8. 


2b  the  R.\  K.',  Grand  Commandery : 

At  our  last  Conclave,  held  in  Vicksburg,  there  CHme  to  the  foot  of  the  long 
flight  of  stairs  leading  up  to  the  Asylum  where  the  Sir  Knights  were  assem- 
bled, an  old  man,  bending  under  the  weight  of  many  years,  and  requested  that 
in  consideration  of  his  bodily  infirmities,  that  he  be  excused  from  paying  his 
respectf)  in  person,  and  another  was  requested  to  carry  fraternal  greetings  in 
his  name.  That  old  man  was  a  Sir  Knight,  who  for  many. — aye  for  more 
jears  than  any  one  here  present  has  lived — had  been  a  Mason.  Born  March  25, 
1801.  in  Dinwiddie  county,  near  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  was  made  a  Mason 
in  Jerusalem  Lodge,  No.  16,  in  South  Hampton  county,  in  that  State,  in  the 
year  1823.  He  removed  to  Vicksburg  about  1835,  and  at  once  affiliated  with 
Vicksburg  Lodge,  No.  26,  in  which  he  had  completed  a  membership  of  over  half  a 
century's  duration,  having  served  the  Lodge  as  its  Master  and  in  other  official 
|K>sitions  for  terms.  He  was  the  President  of  the  Convention  which  organized 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  State,  in  1853,  and  was  one  of  the  early,  and  proba- 
bly one  of  the  charter  members  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2.  In  1840,  he 
was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whose  records  show 
long  years  of  honorable  and  useful  service. 

In  the  community  he  occupied  a  prominent  place,  and  was  looked  up  to  with 
profound  respect  and  veneration  by  all  classes.  His  mission  in  life  was  to 
stand  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  suffering,  to  alleviate  by  his  knowledge  of 
the  healing  art,  the  afflictions  of  his  fellow-men,  and  earned  the  gratitude  of 
thousands  to  whom  he  had  ministered.  A  long  and  useful  life  terminated 
when  he  passed  through  the  entrance  to  the  Grand  Asylum  above,  and  his 
Knightly  sword  was  re.turned  unstained,  with  the  vows  which  it  symbolized 
performed.  What  greater  meed  of  praise  can  we  award  to  mortal  man  than 
that  he  faithfully  performed  the  duties  and  obligations  assumed  at  his  entrance 
into  the  Asylum,  and  depaiting  with  a  firm  trust  in  Him  who  is  a'strong  tower 
of  strength  to  all  them  who  bow  before  His  holy  name.  Doubtless  this  good 
man,  true  Mason  and  faithful  Knight,  has  secured  health  and  salvation  in  the 
Heavenly  Temple  of  our  God,  and  his  memory  will  continue  fresh  in  the 
affections  of  those  who  knew  and  loved  him. 

By  the  Committee  on  Deceased  Fraters. 

Wm.  G.  Paxton, 
R.  A.  Owen, 
B.  A.  Vauohan, 

Committee. 

Which  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

BEPORT    OF   finance   COMMITTEE. 

To  the  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Rerports  of  Grand 
Becorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  carefully 
examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct. 

J  AS.  T.  Meade, 
R.  A.  Owen, 
T.  H.  Walker, 

Committee. 


1 
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Sirs  Cass  OUeuburg,  p.  e.   c,  of   Lexington  Commaudery,  No.  .*J,  nud  K.  C 
Lee,  of  Cnntou  Commandery,  No.  10,  reported  as  present. 

•  On  motion  of  Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  it  was  ordered  that  the  next  Grand  Conclave 
shall  he  held  at  the  place,  and  on  the  Tnesday  of  the  week  tha  tmay  be  chosen  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  its  next  Annual  Session. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Oflicers — 
Sirs  R.  A.  Owen  and  H.  M.  Homberger  having  been  appointed  tellers.  The 
several  ballotings  resulted  as  follows: 

Sib  B.  a.   Vauohan Golnmbns Grand  Cbmiuander. 

Sib  N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson. .  .  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sib  Fbedebio  Speed Vicksburg Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  J.J.  Hayks Vicksburg Grand  Captain- General. 

Sib  Jos.  £.  M abtin Canton Grand  Prelate. 

Sib  R.  a.  Owen Port  Gibson. . . Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  B.  T.  Kimbbouuh Oxford Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sib  Jas.  T.  Mkade Lexington Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Powilb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  C.  C.  Robs Okolona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  Wm.  J.  Bbown,  Jb Jackson Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  G.  C.  Myebs Holly  Springs. .  Grand  Warder. 

Sib  Jacob  Peebles Natchez Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  moved  that  all  Commanderies  now  in  arrear  for  dues  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  shall  be  required  to  jiay  tlie  same  within  ninety  days 
or  their  charters  will  be  suspended. 

An  invitation  from  the  Triennial  Committee  of  the  Grand  Coininnudery  of 
Missouri,  in  reference  to  the  Twenty-third  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  in  St  Louis,  in  September  next,  was  read, 
whereupon  Sir  J.  J.  Hayes,  for  special  committee  appointed  at  last  Grand  Con- 
*clave,  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  the  advantages  of  a  trip. by  steamboat; 
also  that  details  as  to  same,  and  rates  by  rail,  would  be  announced  in  due 
time. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  the  retiring  Grnnd  Com- 
mander, R.'.  E.'.  Sir  John  H.  Gordon. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wra.  G.  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Iteifohed,  That  the  thauk»  of  this  Grand  Body  are  due,  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially tendered  to  the  retiring  Grand  Commander,  Sir  John  H.  Gordon,  for  the 
zeal,  intelligence  and  courtesy  which  have  characterized  his  administration  of 
the  office  of  Grand  Commander. 

The  K.*.  E.".  (trand  Commander  announced  tlie  appointment  of  the  following 

STANDINU  COMMIT TKKS. 

Tkmplau  Lvw-  Frederic  Speed,  Chairmai;,  Vicksburg;  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Wm. 
G.  Ben  brook. 

Fbateksal  (\>RUKspoNDEXc'K  — E.  Geo.  Deli.ap,  (/hairnu'.n,  Natchez;  H.  M. 
lloinber>:er,  Wm.  Priestlfv. 


\ 
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Inspectolk — DiviBion  No.  1 — Sir  J.  J.  Hayes. 

Division  No.  2 — Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln. 
Division  No.  3 — Sir  J.  T.  Meade. 
Division  No.  4— Sir  N.  1^.  Walker. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  Grand  Coinmandery,  at  G  o'clock  p.  m., 
adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Asylum  of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  at  Jack- 
son, on  the  Second  Tuesday  in  February,  1887,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

B.  A.  VAUGHAN, 

(iBAND   COMMAMDFB. 


Gband  Recobder. 


V 


RETURNS  OF 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27.  1885, 

(including  officers  von  iS86.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  raonth. 

Officebs  fob  188G. 

Matt.  F.  Ash,  p.  e.  c E.  C.     H.  M.  Ta^^lor.  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

W.  8.  Hamilton Gen*o.     J.  M.  McKee Recorder. 

Geo.  Lemon C.  G.     Oliver  Clifton,  p.  e.  c St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     R.  F.  McGill Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  e.  c 8.  W.     Geo.  S.  Green,  p.  e.  o Warder. 

Jno.  McGill,  p.  E.  c J.  W.     Jno.  M.  Cain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — Thos.  Palmer,  John  T.  Buck,  R.  L.  Saunders. 

Membebs — W.  B.  Baldwin,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  \Vm.  H. 
Gibbs,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  Wells  C.  Harrell,  C  J.  Heuck,  Thos.  R.  HoUoman,  Jas. 
A.  Hoskins,  David  Johnson,  W^irt  Johnston,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Luther  Manship,  J.  H. 
Monfourt,  R.  C.  Pendergrast,  Geo.  Smalshaf,  Jno.  M.  Smylie,  W'm.  B.  Taylor, 
W.  H.  Tegarden,  Robt.  Bradley,  Jas.  R.  Yerger,  Jones  S.  Hamilton. — Total  37. 

DiMiTTED  —Jno.  A.  Webb. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 5^37  00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vicksbubo,  Wabben  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  188C. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  g.  c E.  C.     H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

Martin  Marshall Gen'o.     Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  e.  c Recorder. 

John  Schlottman C.  G.     Charles  Peine St.  Bearer. 

Frederic  Speed,  p.  e.  c Prelate.  W.  M.  Chamberlain,  v.  e.  o.Sw.  Bearer. 

Jno.  D.  Miles,  p.  e.  c S.  W.     W.  W.  Campbell Warder. 

William  Murray J.  W.     J.J.  Hayes Sentinel. 

Past  Gband  Commandeb — W.  S.  Patton. 

P.iST  Eminent  Commandeb — T.  G.  Birchett. 

Membebs — F.  M.  Andrews,  James  H.  Beresford,  Geo.  W.  Bookout,  V.  Bouelli, 
B.  E.  8.  Bonelli,  S.  H.  Childress,  G.  C.  Carroll,  R.  L.  Dunn,  C.  C.  Floweree,  F. 
M.  Featherston,  C.  W.  Gibson,  C.  E.  Grant,  T.  J.  Harper,  I.  Hardy,  W.  8.  Har- 
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ris,  J.  L.  Hebron,  R.  E.  Harris,  J.  E.  Halbert,  VV.  G.  Kiger,  W.  W.  Lord,  A.  M. 
Paxton,  Sr..  M.  R:  Payne,  A.  M,  Paxton,  Jr.,  John  Pngh,  Thomas  Rigby.  Wm. 
Richard!^,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Geo.  H.  Rigby,  C.  A.  Rice,  D.  A.  Ray,  William 
Smith,  Charles  G.  Wright.— Total  46. 

SospKNDEO  FOR    Non-Patmbnt   OP   DuE5 — H,    V.    Horton,    Geo.  M.  Klein, 
Girard  Stites. 

Does  to  Grand  Commandery $46  00 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lkxington,  Holmes  Ooxjntt. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1885  and  1886. 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  p.  a.  c E.G.  R.  H.  Baker Treasnrer. 

P.  A.  Lindholm Gen'o.  John  Belford Recorder. 

W.  T.  Johnson (\  G.  R.  H.  Montgomery St.  Bearer. 

L.  C.  AbboH Prelate.  J.  D.  Dabney Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  P.  Davis S.  W.  W.  F.  Cole Warder. 

C.  Oltenburg,  p. b.  o J.  VV.  W.  F.  Stigler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — Q.  G.  Jones. 

Members — F.  Attneave,  John  Shackleford,  E.  W.  Tarrant,  T.  W.   Wright. — 
Total  18. 

Daes  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00 


Note. — Commandery  made  no  Return  for  1885.  The  E.*.  C*.  reports  no 
change  in  officers  or  membership  since  Return  for  1884,  -which  is  given  above. 
— Grand  Recorder. 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,  Mabsrall  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Mouclay  of  each  month. 
Officers  fob  1886. 

Geo.  C.  Myers,  p.  b.  c E.  C.  A .  B.  McCrosky Treasurer. 

S.  D.  Hamilton Geu'o.  L,  B.  Mo^by,  p.  b.  o Recorder. 

8.  H.  Pryor C.  Q.  J.  P.  Alvis St.  Bearer. 

A.  D.  Bailey Prelate.  Robt.  Roth Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  A.  C'ompton S.  W.  T.  L.  Bennett .Warder. 

J.  P.  Cherry J.  W.  J .  B.  Johnson Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commander— Jas.  T.  Fant. 

Members— J.  H.  Athey,  R.  P.  Bowen,  Frank  Ferrell,  W.  S.  Featherston,  B.  T. 
Kimbrough,  J.  G.  Leach,  T.  J.  Malone,  R.  li.  Miller, T.  B.  Parker,  H.  B.  Scruggs, 
J.  W.  Stephenson,  J.  L,  Wilson.— Total  25. 

DiMiTiieD — J.  R.  McCarroU,  J.  M.  Boon,  p.  e.  c. 

Died— J.  R-  Denty,  J.  M.  McDonald,  April  29,  1885. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — J.  M.  Brooks,  W.  J.  Falkner,  M.  G. 
Hardin.  M.  H.  Leach,  R.  McGowan,  J.  H.  Morgan,  W.  H.  Newell,  R.  8.  Stith, 
H.B.  Whitehead,  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  A.  Q.  Withers,  Thos.  H.  Gregg. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $25  00 
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ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  r>— Natchez,  Adams  Coustx. 
Regular  Conclaves,  let  Wednesday  of  each  mouth. 

Officebs  fob  1886. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  i .  o.  o E.  C.     R.  S.  Dixon Treasurer. 

H.  C.  Norn\an Gen'o.     ( *  F,  Merrick Recorder. 

S.  McDowell C.  G.     E.  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  o.  o Prelate.     Joseph  Habn Sw.  Bearer. 

C  T.  Chamberlain,  p.  e.  c S.  W.     C.  H.  Keim Warder. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  p.  E.  c J.  W.     A.  R.  Tyler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs— J.  A.  Dickp,  W.  H.  Stewart,  G.  T.  Rehn. 

Membebs— T.  Jeff.  Adams,  A.  Bahin,  G.  J.  Bahin,  John  R.  Bledsoe,  G.  M. 
Brown,  Henry  Clarke,  L.  S.  Cornwall,  J.  S.  Douglass,  A.  V.  Davis.  A.H.  Foster, 
C.  F.  Farrar,  Thomas  Grafton,  H.  M.  Gastrell.  James  Hardie.  J.  S.  Holt,  G.  S. 
C.  Hus«sey,  G.  W.  Koontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  E.  A.  Laurence,  R.  F.  Learned,  T.  Q. 
Munce,  Wm.  Noonan,  Jacob  Peebles,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  Geo.  W.  Williams,  W.  L. 
Wells,  F.  K.  Winchester,  E.  L.  Whitney,  E.  J.  VanConrt.— Total  44. 

Reinstated — John  S.  Holt,  Geo.  W.  Williams. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — Calvin  S.  Kinney. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $44  00 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  C— Wateb  Vai.ley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclavef),  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1886. 

W.  C.  Shackleford.  p.  e.  c E.  C.    J.  F.  DuflP Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles Gen'o.     H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  e.  c,  p.  o.  c, 

S.  B.  Brown C.  G.  Recorder. 

F.  W.  Weatherby Prelate.    J.  B.  Hudspeth St.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Pate,  p.  E.  o 8.  W.     Joel  Croom,  p.  e.  o Sw.  Bearer. 

Harry  Gibbon,  p.  e.  c J.  W.     Sam.  T.  Fry Warder. 

T.jW.  Whitsey,  p.  e.  o Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c. 

Membebs— J.  L.  Enkridge,  A.  L.  GTuntharp,  J.  L.  Kirbv,  W.  P.  Painter,  W.  F. 
Palmer,  D.  R.  Wagner,  J.  F.  White,  L.  R.  Wilson,  P.  S.  Woods.— Total  22. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22  00 


WINONA  COMMANDERY,  No.  7— Winona,  Montoomeby  County. 

Regular  (^onclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1886. 

W.  H.  Bailey E.  C.     C.  H.  Campbell Treasurer. 

Frank  Hawkins Gen'o.     C.  8.  Johnson Recorder. 

L.  Bailey C.  G.     V.C,  Butt St.  Bearer. 

T.  H.  Walker Prelate.     D.  L.  Sweatman Sw.  Bearer. 

Frank  Hawkins,  Jr 8.  W.     John  Killingsworth Warder. 

J.  T.  Lay J.  W.     G.  A .  Spivey Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs— J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P.  Turner,  C.  M.  Erwiu. 
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MsiCBXBS—J.  R.  Binford,  W.  H.  Johnson,  O.  J.  Moore,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  A. 
Vanghan,  D.  D.  M^ilkins,  W.  P.  Brown,  R.  D.  Palmer.— Total  23. 

Obdkbs  Confbbbed — W.  P.  Browne. 

DisD—T.  C.  Everett,  August  22, 1885. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $23  00 


DkMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 
Offioebs  fob  1886. 

B.  A.  Vanghan,  p.  s.  o E.  C.  H.  M.  Teasdale Treasurer. 

J.  E.  Leigh Gen'o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  S.  Billups C.  G.  H.  Osborne St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  B.  c,  p.  a.  o. .  .Prelate.  L.  L.  Goodrich Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  T.  Sykes S.  W,  J.  A.  Martin .Warder. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  D.  D.  L.  Qninn Sentinel. 

Membsbs— A.  H.  Barkley,  G.  A.  Evans,  R.  F.  Hudson,  J.  H.  Field,  S.  0.  Mun- 
ger,  J.  W.  Soady,  L.  M.  Tucker.— Total  19. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $19  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1886. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  e.  c E.  C.  T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

R.  B.  Brannin Gen'o.  Z.  T.  Trice Recorder. 

C.  C.  Ross,  p.  B.  o C.  G.  J.  W.  Buchanan,  p.  e.  o.  . . . bt.  Bearer. 

F.  Burkitt,  p.  e.  o Prelate.  J.  P.  Porter Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  W.Bolton S.  W.  Jno.  McCauley Warder. 

A.  Wood J.  W.  J.  M.  Trice.... Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandbbb — P.  M.  Savery,  p.  o.  o.;  E.  M.  Walker. 

Membebs — W,  B.  Baker,  W.  M.  Buchanan,  S.  H.  Buge,  Thos.  E.  Cannon,  J. 
W.  Cunningham,  Jno.  S.  Cobb,  Jr..  Newnan  Cayce,  A.  H.  French,  J.  L.  Finley, 
A.  G.  Harkreader,  C.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  H.  W.  Hunter,  R.  V.  Manston, 
£.  L.  Sykes,  B.  S.  Trice.— Total  30. 

Reinstated— J.  W.  Cunningham. 

Suspended  fob  non-Payment  of  Dues— J.  R.  Johnson. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $S0  60 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1886. 

Wm.  Priestley,  p.  e.  o E.  C.     Augustus  N .  Parker Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Gen'o.     R.  C.  Lee Recorder. 

Robert  H.  Hoffman C.  G.    John  R.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

Joseph  E.  Martin Prelate.     John  T.  Priestley Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.  Mills S.  W.    Christian  Olsen Warder. 

NorbonC.  Mosby J.  W.    J.  W.  Ellis Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — John  W.  Yeargain. 
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Mehbebb — John  T.  Boyd,  W.  D.  Perriss,  D.  B.  Harris,  John  Hart.  J.  fi.  Lock- 
ett,  Tho8.  A.  Phillips,  H.  R.  Singleton,  L.  Schneider,  George  W.  Thompson. — 
Total  22. 

Obdebs  Gonfebbed— R.  C.  Lee,  Norton  C.  Mosby,  H.  R.  Singleton,  Joseph  E. 
Martin. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $42  00 


OOUR  DaLION  COMMANDERY,  No.  14— Pobt  Gibson,  Ci^aibobne  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  188G. 

F.  H.  Foote E.  C.  N.  S.  Walker,  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

8.  M  Briscoe Gen*o.  W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G,  Jno  W.   Andrews St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  e.  o Prelate.  Chas.  Hoffer Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  K.  Burnet S.  W.  Jno.  G.  Jones Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  p.  e.  c J.  W.  Wm.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  e.  o . . . .  Sentinel. 

Fast  Eminent  Comhandbb — J.  H.  Gordon,  g.  e.  c. 
Membebs — W.  F.  Burnet,  W.  D.  Lewis,  A.  Sager — Total  16. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $16  00 


GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15— Gbenada,  Gbenada  County. 

Ragular  Conclaves,  Ist  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officbbs  fob  1886. 

John  George E.  C.     J.  B.  Gage Treasurer. 

J.  C.  Longstreet Gen*o.     L.  R.  Turner Recorder. 

B.  C.  Adams C.  G.     R.  N.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  e.  o.,  a.  c . . . .  Prelate.     Wm.  McSwine Sw.  Beerer. 

R.  P.  Lake S.  W.     R.  Highgate Warder. 

W.  H.  FitzGerald J.  W.     Sydney  Kettle Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — G.  Y.  Freeman. 

Membebs— R.  A.  Armstead,  L.  B.  Bland,  J.  L.  Collins,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  T. 
M.  Kennedy,  R.  M.  Parish,  Thos.  Phelan,  J.  J.  Slack,  John  Wright— Total  22. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22  00 


Recapitulation  of  Returns, 


Total  Gommandebies 12 

Obdbbs  Contebbed 5 

Reikstated 3 

DlMITTED 3 

Died  in  1886 3 

Suspended  pob  Non-Payment  op  Dues 17 

Total  Membebship  Deoemb^b  27, 1886 314 

(Net  loss  on  year 10) 

Total  Dues  to  Gband  Gobimandebt |844  00 


I 


Sill  William  Tell  JIdreon, 


^    P\ST  GRAND   COMMANDER  OF   THE  GRAND 
COMMANDERY   OF    MARYLAND. 
CRAND   REPRESENTATIVE    OF   THE   GRAND 
OOMMANDERY  f)F  MISSISSIPPI. 


DIED  DECEUBES  10.  1885. 


=r^ 


^'Hi-nH'hT^i(   I    '  I'fl'      g7||n,,,y..r.ir> 


>l 


»l 


SIR  JAMES  M.  Mcdonald, 

BOLLT  BFBtSQB  COMKAHDEBT.  TSa.  4. 
DIED  APRIL  '^9,  1K85. 


I 


Sir  J.  R-  DENTY, 

HOLLY  SPBIBQS  COUU&NDEBT,  Ho.  1. 


SIR  X   C.  EVERETT, 

;  WlflONA  COHHODEBT.  Ho  7- 

DIED  ADGDST  22.  IBSf.. 


Repoijt  (}\  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

2'o  the  IL\  E.'. Grand  Commandd'y  of  Mississippi : 

The  nndersigned  having  again  been  assigned  the  daty  of  preparing  the 
Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  respectf  ally  asks  the  indulgence  of  the 
76mplars  of  Mississippi  and  the  corps  reportorial  for  any  imperfections  in  it 
that  may  appear.  No  doubt  they  will  be  plenty  as  mosqnitos  in  a  Louisiana 
Awamp  during  August.  I  am  still  aufifering  from  chronic  dyspepsia,  to  which 
mnst  be  attributed  any  ebulitions  of  temper  that  may  crop  out.  I  beg,  how- 
ever, to  assure  my  California  friend  that  my  remarks  in  response  to  New  Jer- 
sey's unwarranted  and  assinine  criticisms  of  our  style  last  year  was  not  in  any 
degree  the  result  of  dyspepsia  or  any  other  disease.  With  these  preparatory 
remarks,  we  take  up 

CALIFORNIA— 1886. 

The  Twenty -seventh  Annual  was  held  at  San  Francisco,  April  13.  Present: 
R.'.  £.*.  Sir  P.  W.  Keyser,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thos.  U.  Caswell,  Grand 
Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  several  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the 
representatives  of  twenty-three  out  of  the  twenty-four  Subordinate  Command- 
eries. 

The  address  is  a  shprt,  but  comprehensive  resume  of  his  official  acts.  He 
granted  quite  a  number  of  special  dispensations,  but  all  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses; states  that  applications  had  been  made  for  authority  to  parade  as  Tem- 
plars on  ^'Decoration  Day,''  the  Fourth  of  July,  etc.,  but,  under  the  law  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  had  been  refused.  Thinks  Commanderies  might  prop- 
erly parade  on  "Decoration  Day,"  if  any  graves  of  Templars  were  to  be  deco- 
rated. We  are  sorry  to  see  this  evidence  of  weakness  in  our  distinguished 
brother.  He  mwU  know  that  these  parading  Knights  are  not  actuated  [near  so 
mach  by  a  desire  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  dead,  as  they  are  to  make  a  hand* 
flome  display  before  the  living.  Charity  that  seeks  publicity  gets  no  credit  on 
high.  Nor  does  grief,  when  paraded  before  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  excite 
mnch  sympathy.  As  Templars,  citizens,  christians  and  patriots,  we  can  pay 
the  highest  tribute  to  the  memory  and  valor  of  the  nation's  dead  by  unostenta- 
tious acts  of  love  and  charity  to  the  loved  ones  thoy  left  behind,  fondly  believ- 
ing that  their  children  would  be  cared  for  by  the  government  they  died  to  save. 
Widows  and  orphans  will  starve  on  the  show  and  fuss  of  "Decoration  Day," 
nor  will  the  presence  of  a  lot  of  holiday  soldiers  in  gaudy  uniforms  have  any 
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tendency  to  nssaage  the  pangs  of  hanger.  This  world  is  fall  of  ham  bags,  and 
we  know  of  ^none  greater  than  thia  Templar  parading  on  secular  days.  We  are 
disposed  to  give  Grand  Master  Dean  great  credit  for  ^'sitting  down"  npon  this 
pestiferoas  nonsense  of  TempljEirs  parading  on  these  occasions,  and  the  Grand 
Encampment  for  sastaining  him. 

The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition.  Death  has  not  invaded  the  circle  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Oalifornia  this  year.    How  good  the  Lord  is. 

Bro.  Caswell  forhishcd  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  deals  with  the 
transactions  of  thirty-four  Grand  Bodies  in  his  nsaal  style,  Mississippi  for  1834 
receiving  her  share  of  courtesies.  He  says  of  Sir  Romberger^s  address,  that 
it  is  *'a  paper  creditable  alike  to  his  head  and  heart,''  and  quotes  quite  exteu 
sively  from  it.  He  also  has  a  pleasant  wori  for  your  Committee,  which  is  very 
gratifying. 

Referring  to  oar  respects  to  Sir  Edwards,  of  New  Jersey,  he  closes  his  re- 
view of  Mississippi  thusly: 

We  read  a  portion  of  the  above  remarks  with  profound  wonder  and  aston- 
ishment, and  were  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  their  bitterness  and  virulence. 
At  last  we  came  to  Ins  "^conclasion,"  where  all  is  explained.  He  beginn  hi»  end 
thus: — 

"We  have  labored  nnder  the  disadvantage  of  chiwiic  dyapep&ia  of  the  mont  horri- 
ble sort," 

That  settles  it;  it  mast  have  been  horrible  indeed.  We  ^ere  going  to  give 
our  afflicted  frater  a  lesson  in  polite  literature,  but  we  forbear.  Any  man  who 
has  it  in  a  form  so  horrible  is  entitled  to  our  pity.  Bat  seriously,  Bro  Del  jap, 
take  our  advice.  Our  hair  is  white  with  the  snow  of  many  winters,  and  our 
experience  has  been  great.  Go  over  into  Kentucky  and  put  yourself  upon  n 
regimeri  of  old  Bourbon  for  a  few  weeks.  It  is  the  best  remedy  for  dyspep5»ia 
we  know  of.  It  will  cure  cases  of  the  most  "horrible  sort,"  (we've  tried  it), 
and  when  your  recovery  is  complete,  for  the  Lord's  sake  bring  a  few  bottler 
home  with  you  to  prevent  a  relapse.  Aside  from  the  blemishes  above  quoted, 
the  report  is  exceptionally  well-written  and  exceedingly  interesting;  and  here 
we  would  suggest  to  our  esteemed  frater  that  vituperation  is  not  argument, 
and  when  we  stray  from  the  paths  of  courteous  discussion  oar  efforts  for  good 
are  neutralized  and  our  usefulness  destroyed. 

To  which  we  beg  to  reply  that  the  dyspepsia  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  our  little  tilt  with  Edwards.  We  were  justly  and  properly  indignant  at 
the  presumption  of  the  individual  in  assuming  the  office  of  judge  in  a  caase 
he  don't  know  anything  about,  i.  e.,  what  constitutes  polite  language  or  litera- 
ture. We  should  be  sorry  to  believe  that  Sir  Thomas  would  seriously  advise  us 
to  take  that  into  our  system,  which,  while  it  ipight  afford  temporary  relief,  the 
ills  of  the  body  might  also  cause  the  loss  of  our  soul  iu  hell.  Excuse  us,  the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease. 

We  copy  his  closing  in  full: 

CONCLUSION. 

"Thus  endeth  the  lesson;"  and  gladly  we  lay  down  the  pen  and  contemplate 
the  field  over  which  we  have  passed.  There  is  much  to  excite  our  admiration, 
much  that  has  contributed  to  our  enjoyment,  much  information  has  been 
added  to  our  stock  of  lore;  but  alas!  our  heart  has  been  saddened  by  the  thonght 
that  many  of  those  that  have  written  us  glad  tidings  in  the  past  have  laid  aside 
both  pen  and  sword  forever;  that  we  shall  greet  tliem  uo  more  at  our  annual 
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love-feaato,  and  read,  never  again,  their  words  of  wisdom  and  instruction. 
Bat  there  is  comfort  in  the  thought  so  beautifully  expressed  in  the  good  old 
hjmn: 

**Why  do  we  mourn  departed  friends, 
Or  shake  at  death's  alarms? 
'Tis  but  the  Toioe  that  Jesus  sends, 
To  eall  OS  to  his  arms." 

From  a  close  inspection  of  the  field,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Order,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  never  more  prosperous  than  now.  All  is  peace 
and  harmony;  a  slight  friction  between  Maryland  and  Louisiana,  which  we 
trust  a  little  oil  of  fraternity  will  speedily  remove;  but  aside  from  that,  no 
note  of  discord  jars  upon  general  harmony  throughout  the  world.  Canada 
has  obtained  her  release  from  an  irksome  allegiance,  and  at  once  blossomed 
into  a  Supreme  and  Sovereign  Grand  Body.  The  chief  subjects  of  discussion 
in  Templar  circles  at  present  are  the  Holy  Trinity,  Tactics  and  Drill,  Observ- 
ance of  Holy  Days,  and  the  Grand  Encampment;  but  as  these  subjects  are 
fully  treated  in  the  body  of  our  report,  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss  them 
here;  and  therefore,  wishing  health,  wealth  and  prosperity  to  all,  and  with 
bright  anticipations  for  1886,  we  say,  Au  revoir  aana  adieu^ 

THOS.  HUBBARD  CASWELL, 

For  the  Committee. 

Sir  P.  W.  KejFer,  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign 
Correspondence  continued. 


C  A  N  A  D  A— 1  8  8  5. 


Second  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada  of  the 
United  Religious  and  Military  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  of  St.  John,  etc.,  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  July  7.  Present:  R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Knight 
J.  A.  Henderson,  Q.  C,  D.  C.  L.,  G.  C.  T.,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 

ON   THE   THBONE, 

together  with  divers  and  sundry  Provincial  Priors,  Great  Officers,  Officers,  Past 
Great  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers,  Preceptors  and  a  few  privates. 

Grand  Master  W.  J.  B.  MoLeod  Moore  was  unavoidably  absent,  but  his  annual 
address  was  read  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  address,  like  all  papers  emenating  from  our  distinguished  f rater,  is  first- 
class  in  every  respect.  We  cannot  clip  from  it  to  advantage  without  taking  it 
all,  which  would  occupy  too  much  space.  We  note  in  the  minutes  a  vote  of 
'^thanks  to  the  volunteers  who  served  in  the  Northwest."  This  strikes  us  as 
somewhat  at  variance  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order,  which  we 
assume  to  be  Christian  in  form  if  not  in  fact.  The  religion  of  Christ  is  dia- 
in<>trically  opposed  to  war  in  all  its  phases,  and  the  reference  in  the  vote  to  a 
defense  of  the  hearths  and  homes  of  our  Canada  f raters  deceives  nobody. 
Riel  was  not  after  hearths  and  homes,  but  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  rid  his 
own  and  those  of  his  neighbors  from  the  operation  of  a  tyranny  as  notorious 
as  it  is  odious.  Had  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada  passed  a  resolution  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  widows  and  orphans  made  by  the  Riel  rebellion,  and  proved 
their  sincerity  by  practical  relief,  the  action  would  have  been  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  religion  they  profess. 

Proceedings  local,  mostly;  no  report  on  Correspondence. 
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C  0  L  O  R  A  D  0—1  8  8  5. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Denver,  September  18th.  Present: 
Sir  J.  P.  Maxwell,  Grand  Commander.  Sir  Ed.  G.  Parmelee,  Grand  Recorder; 
a  fall  staff;  sundry  ornamental  appendages  known  as  Grand  Representatives, 
and  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies — ten  in  number. 

The  Grand  Commander  apologizes  for  the  shortness  of  his  address,  but  as  it 
covers  all  the  ground  and  is  properly  constructed,  we  have  no  doubt  our  Colo- 
rado fraters  were  satisfied  with  it,  as  we  also  are. 

They  take  some  interest  in  Templary  out  there,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  phe- 
nominal  growth  of  the  Order,  and  the  present  financial  condition  of  this  Grand 
Commandery — the  Treasurer's  report  showing  a  balance  of  $3,583  00. 

Sir  H.  M.  Ornhood  submitted  a  short  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
the  transactions  of  thirty-two  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  not  among  them. 

Sir  Horace  N.  Banks,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence continued. 


D  A  K  0  T  A— 1 8  8  5. 


The  Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Yankton,  June  16.  Present:  Sir 
SamU  Roy,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley,  Grand  Recorder; 
all  the  Grand  Officers  and  Delegates  from  all  the  Subordinates,  five  in  number. 

The  Address  is  a  short,  crisp,  business  paper,  dealing  only  with  local  affairs. 

Proceedings  local;  no  report  on  F.  C. 

Sir  Knight  L  B.  French,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Kn'ght  Bruce  M.  Rowley, 
Grand  Recorder. 


GEORGIA— 1885. 


The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Macon,  May  20.  Present: 
Sir  Wm.  B.  Young,  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  SamU  P.  Hamilton,  Grand 
Recorder;  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  Representatives  of  seven  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  pays  a  high  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  memory  of 
Fast  Grand  Commander  W.  D.  Luckie,  deceased. 

The  Address  is  among  the  shortest.     No  dispenations  and  no  decisions. 

Proceedings  local.  A  "  Prize  Drill,"  "  Devotipnal  Exercises  and  Orations," 
and  a  ** Complimentary  Banquet"  added  to  the  interest  and  enjoyment  of  the 
occasion. 

Sir  Roland  6.  Hall  presented  the  Correspondence  Report,  in  which  he  culls 
from  the  doings  of  thirty -three  Templar  Grand  Bodies. 

He  evidently  thinks  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Order  is  located  in  presiding  offi- 
cers, as  his  aim  in  the  report  is  to  present  only  their  **  valuable  suggestions.^' 
This  is  a  severe  blow  to  the  self-esteem  of  Correspondence  Committees,  who 
have  heretofore  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  and  ability  to  make  the  mo'ti 
valuable  suggestions. 
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Gominentiiig^  oa  Sir  Komberger's  decisiuu  that  suspension  in  the  Biue  Lodge 

or  ChHpter  suspends  also  in  the  Orand  Comraaudery,  he  lets  fly  the  following 

remarkuble  ideas: 

When  will  all  of  this  nonsense,  as  shown  below,  cease?  Why  should  it  require 
a  Templar  to  be  suspended  from  a  Cominandery,  who  has  not  paid  his  dues  to 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  when  it  is  permissible  for  az\  unaffiliated  Mason  to  become 
A  Templar?  or  to  suspend  his  connection  therewith  and  remain  a  member  of  a 
Coramaudery?  The  time  has  come  when  this  foolish  and  unjust  law  should  be 
repealed,  and  a  Sir  Knight  deprived  of  his  Templar  rights  only  after  due  trial 
held  in  his  Commandery. 

This  strikes  us  as  about  the  strangest  deliverance  of  an  eminent  Mason  that 
we  have  ever  heard.  The  fact  that  non-affiliates  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  are  not, 
iu  consequence  of  this,  ineligible  to  membership  in  a  Commandery,  has  noth* 
ing  to  do  with  the  question.  A  non-affiliate  is  a  Mason  in  good  standing.  Ma* 
sonically.  everywhere.  A  suspended  Mason  is  not;  can't  visit  his  own  or  any 
other  Lodge;  is  even  debarred  the  right  to  converse  Masonically  with  his  Bro- 
ther, and  is  looked  upon  as  a  profane  to  all  intents  and  purposes;  and  this  is 
the  sort  that  Sir  Hall  proposes  to  receive  into  the  Asylum  with  open  arms! 
The  law,  as  enunciated  by  Sir  Romberger  is  the  correct  one,  and  when  it  is  re- 
pealed, the  time  will  have  arrived  to  shut  up  shop  and  quit. 

Sir  Hall  closes  his  review  of  Mississippi  with  the  information  that  "Sir  W. 
P.  7'»/u7er"  is  Grand  Commander! 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Thos.  Ballantyne  is  (irand  Commander;  Sam'l  P.  Hamilton, 
Grand  Kecorder. 


10  W  A— 1  H8r>. 

We  received  this  pamplilet  after  our  report  was  closed,  but  our  regard  for 
good  things  has  induced  us  to  resume  the  pencil  and  scissors  in  order  that  you 
may  share  in  a  measure  iu  the  intellectual  fenst  contained  within  its  pa<;es. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  mot 
in  the  city  of  Marshalltown,  October  22.  Present:  Sir  Jas.  Morton,  R.".  E.*. 
Grand  Jonnnander;  Sir  Jno.  C.  Parish,  Grand  Recorder;  nearly  all  the  Grand 
Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  thirty-nine  of  the  forty-eight  Subordinate 
Coinmanderies. 

The  .\ddress  is  a  comparatively  sliort,  but  comprehensive  and  well  written 
docament. 

The  R.'.  E.".  says:  **The  Order  has  been  fairly,  but  not  unduly  prosperous, 
and  if  the  accessions  to  our  ranks  have  not  been  as  great  as  in  some  former 
years,  we  may  indulge  the  hope  that  we  have  gained  in  quality  all  that  we  fall 
flhort  in  quantity." 

We  say  amen  to  the  hope.  The  present  being  the  '•  Triennial  Year,"  is  the 
one  in  which  to  catch  gudgeons.  By  gudgeons,  we  mean  those  x^^ople  whose 
ideas  of  Templar  Masonry  do  not  rise  higher  than  a  dress  parade  in  a  hhowy 
uniform,  a  champagne  supper  and  a  genuine  revel. 

la  rd;^ard  to  dispensations,  he  thus  sensibly  discourses: 

A  number  of  requests  were  received  for  dispecsntions  to  appear  in  public, 
equipped,  on  Decoration  Day,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  memorial  services  iu 
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hoDor  of  the  memory  of  General  Grant,  all  of  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
refuse.  Although  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  feeling  which  prompted  the 
observance  of  both  days,  I  felt  that  the  presence  and  aervices  of  this  Order 
Bhonld  be  confined  entirely  to  Masonic  or  Templar  occasion?. 

We  copy  his  remarks  in  relation  to  "  Illegal  Masonry,"  wiiicli  is  creating^ 
trouble  in  Ohio,  as  well  as  in  Iowa: 

1LLK(«AL    MASONItT. 

During  the  pa>t  year  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissension  have  beoa  sown  iu 
this  jurisdiction  by  the  emissaries  and  solicitors  of  an  or^j^jinizalion  styling 
itself  "The  Supreme  Oouncil,  Thirty-third  Degree,  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scot- 
tish Rite,  for  the  United  States  of  America,  their  Territories  and  Dependen- 
cies." I3y  systematic  and  positive  misrepresentation,  and  by  the  use  of  other 
means  never  regarded  as  reputable  by  the  fraternity,  a  number  of  our  Sir 
Knights  have  been  induced  to  give  their  allegiance  to  this  so-cal>ed  Supreme 
('ouiicil, and  to  part  with  their  money  for  what,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  be 
of  no  l)e!iefit  to  them.  To  me  it  is  surprising  tliat  in  this  year  of  Grace.  1885. 
there  could  be  found  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Iowa  a  Knight  Templar  who  could 
be  induced  to  invest  in  degrees  whose  only  recommendation,  considering  the 
source,  is  their  cheapness.  This  organization  is  one  of  three  irregular  coun- 
cils of  the  Scottish  Rite  at  present  o]>erating  from  the  city  of  New  York,  not 
one  of  which  is  recognized  at  home  or  abroad.  Whatever  may  be  their  legal 
right  to  exist  elsewhere,  they  are,  beyond  all  question,  irregulars  in  Iowa, 
where  Sci»ttish  Kite  bodies,  deriving  their  authority  from  a  Supreme  (^onucil 
recognized  as  legitimate  throughout  the  world,  have  had  a  continuous  and  suc- 
cessful existence  since  18G7.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  Scottish  Rite 
matters  at  all,  but  as  the  tinal  tendency  of  such  invasion  of  occupied  territory 
can  only  be  to  breed  jealousies  and  contentious  in  the  bosom  of  an  Order  here- 
tofore prosperous  and  harmonious,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  tlie  facts  as  they  exi^t,  for  any  action  you  may  judge  expedient  or  necessary. 

The  Grand  Commandery  is  somewhat  embarrassed  tinanciall},  but  it  won't 
be  so  long. 

Tl>e  Address  refers  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  notes  its  general  cussed- 
ness,  which  subject  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  Sir  Theo.  8. 
Parvin,  Grand  Recorder  Grand  Encampment,  was  chairman.  As  the  Commit- 
tee's report  is  very  comprehensive  and  quite  interesting,  particularly  as  show- 
ing the  sentiment  of  Iowa  on  this  vexed  matter,  we  copy  it  entire. 

hi;iv)»r  oi-  spixtal  oommittke  of  uuand  encampmlnt. 

Past  Grand  Oommander  T.  S.  Parvin,  from  tlie  Special  (Committee  on  (Jrand 
Encampment,  presented  and  read  the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted: 

To  (lie  R.'.  Jl.'.  iiriiud  (\>mmandenj  of  lowa: 

The  sj)ocial  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  miicli  of  the  Address  of  the 
Grand  Commander  as  refers  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  would  respectfully 
reymrt: 

That  the  committee  have  duly  considered  the  subject — no  new  matter  in  this 
jurisdiction,  nor  indeed  in  many  others  where  the  vital  "questions  pre.sented 
are  receiving  attention  at  the  hands  of  a  uninber  of  other  Grand  Command- 
eries,"  as  we  learn  from  the  well-timed  address  of  our  Grand  Commander. 
With  him,  your  committee  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  discuss  the  subject  of  the 
dissolution  of  that  Grand  Body,  or  of  withdrawing  from  it.  But  we  do  con- 
sider it  eminently  proper  that   this  Grand  Commandery  should  reaffirm  the 
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position  assumed  by  this  body  in  1882,  and  followed  by  so  many  others 
since,  and  to  insist  that  dae  heed  and  proper  consideration  be  given  to  onr 
grievances  and  those  under  which  a  majority  of  the  Grand  Commauderies  are 
laboring. 

The  great  evil  lies  in  the  centralizing  power  and  tendency  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, its  chief  officers  and  committees.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is 
practically  no  change  in  either.  Triennial  after  Triennial  only  one  of  the  for^ 
mer  goes  out,  that  eacli  remaining  may  be  advanced  a  step;  and  so  not  only  all 
the  honors,  but  the  powers  for  good  and  evil  (in  which  the  latter  greatly  pre- 
dominates), are  centered  and  remains  in  the  few.  Under  the  present  law,  the 
large  jurisdictions,  as  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  etc.,  have  no  more 
votes  or  voice  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
than  any  fonr  of  the  subordinates  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction,  which  do 
not  pay  one-tenth  of^  the  revenue  or  tax  levied  for  the  support  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  Of  the  several  standing  and  special  committees,  by  the  favorit- 
ism of  the  Grand  Master,  seven-tenths  of  the  membership  has  ben  centered  in 
three-tenths  of  the  constituent  bodies.  In  most  cases  several  life  membern 
serving  on  even  three  and  four  committees,  while  many  Grand  Commanders 
have  none  at  all.  The  evils  growing  out  of  this  are  that  the  complaints  of  the 
constituent  Grand  Commanderies  are  not  considered,  and  so  go  unredressed. 
But  the  greatest  evil  lies  in  the  fact  that  so  much  arbitrary  power  is  vested  in 
the  Grand  Encampment  and  its  Grand  Master  that  the  rights  of  Grand  Com- 
manderies are  ignored.  It  is  also  true  that  the  three  great  purposes  for  which 
the  Grand  Encampment  was  instituted  have  utterly  failed  of  accomplishment, 
viz:  '"Uniform,  ritual,  aod  discipline."  While  it  is  lamentably  too  true  that  the 
Grand  Encampment  has  lent  the  whole  force  of  its  influence  and  example  to  a 
.**ubject  never  contemplated  in  its  constitution — that  of  parades,  which,  as  prac- 
ticed at  the  Triennial  Conclaves,  are  utterly  subversive  of  the  purpose  for  which 
the  order  was  instituted,  viz:  Legislation  for  the  general  go6d. 

The  brief  period,  less  than  an  hour,  which  we  have  had  to  prepare  the  report, 
precludes  your  committee  from  enlarging  upon  any  of  these  topics.  With  the 
(xrand  Commander,  we  are  disposed  to  riglit  these  evils,  if  i)ossible,  within 
the  (Jrand  Encampment,  and  not  out;  by  constitutional,  rather  than  by  violent 
methods. 

Your  committee  fully  endorse  the  action  of  Uie  old,  and  large,  and  intelli- 
«^ent  Grand  commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  rather  than  that  of  the  more  violent 
resolves  of  some  others.  We  therefore  ask  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  to 
wheel  into  line  and  adopt  the  resolves  of  that  Grand  ("ommandery,  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  .RfiMlvedj  Tliat  tlie  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United 
States  abandon  the  system  of  centralized  and  exclusive  power  which  it  now 
maintains,  and  return  to  the  general  system  devised  by  its  founders. 

2.  Resolwd,  That  its  laws  be  revised  and  so  simplified  as  to  include  general 
principles  only,  leaving  to  Grand  Commanderies  tlie  power,  which  of  right  be- 
longs to  them,  to  legislate  upon  all  matters  of  detail. 

3.  i?eJto/re</,  That  sovereign  power  be  recognized  as  vested  in  (Ji*and  Com- 
manderies,  and  such  general  powers  only  in  the  Encampment  as  may  be  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  it. 

4.  Revived ^  That  under  tlie  general  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
jurisdiction  be  vested  in  (rrand  Commanderies  over  the  subjects  of  uniform, 
ritual  and  membership. 

r».  iieso/irr/,  That  in  order  that  the  Grand  Kncampment  may  in  peace  and 
quietness  provide  the  legislation  necessary  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  changes, 
it  is  in  duty  bound  to  positively  prohibit  all  parades  and  entertainments  at  the 
time  and  place  when  and  where  its  conclaves  shiU  be  held. 

fi.     finso'varl.  That   the  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Commandery  at   the 


36  KK1*()R1'    0.\    FUATKIINAL    CJOIIKKSI'ON  DKNOK.  I  1 88r> 


coniiujj^  Trieuuial  Conclave  of  the  (irand  Encampment  be  instructed  to  present 
and  pre«*s  the  action  contemplated  in  the  fiire^oiii^  resolutions. 

T.  S.  Parvix, 

E.    E.    AiNrtWORTU. 

A.  W.  Dauohebty, 

Committee. 

Proceedings  otherwise  local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a;^ain  from  the  gifted  pen  of  our  friend 
Guilbert,  who  still  holds  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  class.  He  digests  in  his 
usual  clear,  forcible  and  very  interesting  style,  the  transactions  of  twenty- 
ffeven  (irand  Templar  Bodies.  Mississippi  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of 
knightly  attention. 

Commenting  on  the  Address  of  the  (irand  (Commander  of  Colorado,  he  8nys: 

And  then  our  Western  enthusiast  exclaims: 

"Yes,  Sir  Knights,  it  takes  a  braver,  and  a  nobler,  and  a  more  unseUish  man 
to  be  a  Templar  soldier  to-day  than  it  did  eight  hundred  years  ago." 

I  was  not  before  aware  th;it  any  distinctive  Templar  organization  partici- 
pated, as  such,  in  the  •"iron  waltz  of  battle,''  during  our  national  *Miu pleasant- 
ness" two  decades  ago.  Templars,  not  as  Templars,  but  as  American  citizens, 
did  go  in  large  numbers,  however;  and  their  patriotism,  not  their  Templarism, 
impelled  them  to  y>ut  their  love-of-country  creed  into  bravest  deeds,  "  which 
made  all  the  world  wonder."  A  body  of  Templars  going  to  battle  as  Tem- 
plars, clad  in  broadcloth,  chapeaus,  baldrics,  and  cuffs,  armed  with  their  i>Iay- 
thing-s words,  and  carrying  their  unwieldy  beauaeants,  would  be  as  Borry  a 
*^  mimicry  of  noble  war  "  as  that  inaugurated  by  Fallstaff's  historic  battalion. 

He  honors  Mississippi  and  your  Committee  by  an  extended  notice.  You 
will  pardon  us  for  clipping  so  fully  as  we  propose  to  do,  after  you  have  read. 

(doming  to  tlie  Report  on  Correspondence,  he  picks  me  up  for  my  criticism 
of  Say  re's  remarks  on  the  (juiteau  bu-tines.««,  in  this  wise: 

"  Now,  Sir  (iuilbert  must  have  known  that  Sir  Daniel  did  not  mean  that  the 
crime  deserved  no  such  penalty,  and  tliat  the  reinnrk  referred  exclu:<ively  to 
GuiieiWi^  H  metUatcomlitiou.  Had  Carson,  of  Ohio,  Berry,  of  Maine,  or  anyone 
in  the  North  expressed  the  same  idea.  Sir  (Juilbert  would  have  expressed  no 
doubt  as  to  liis  meaning,  but  coming  fror^i  a  SontherMer--PshawI  SirGuilbert, 
we  are  ashamed  of  you!'' 

Those  who  know  me  are  fnlly  aware  that  1  have  no  hostility  to  the  South  per 
«<?,  and  no  sympathy  with  those  misguided  extremists.  North  and  South,  who 
iseei*  alive  by  speech  and  deed  the  antagonisms  which  occasioned  the  bloody 
episode  of  twenty  odd  years  ago.  Time,  the  strife-healer,  the  increasing  com- 
mingling of  the  whole  people,  and  above  all,  the  gracious  influences  of  Ma- 
sonry, may  safely  be  trusted  to  recreate  a  love  of  country,  which,  by  another 
decade,  shall  remand  the  ranters,  if  any  still  exist,  to  private  life,  and  endow 
the  people  above  and  below  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  with  the  consciousness  that 
they  are  really  but  one  people,  having  one  flag,  beneath  whose  folds  God  and 
humanity  commands  them  to  live  in  patriotic  amity.  Then  will  disappear  the 
once  potent  distinction  between  the  sections  which  have  been  so  provocative  of 
evil  deeds;  and  the  terms,  Noutii  and  Sourii  will  be  used  simply  to  refer  to 
geographical  divisions,  instead  of  to  twain  irreconcilable  elements  in  our  grand 
nationality. 

liOng  since  American  citizenship  gave  hostages  to  Discord.  Some  of  these, 
have  been  reclaimed;  others  have  n'»t.  Is  it  not  time  that  all  these  obstacle** 
to  utter  reunion  should  be  removed?  So  Masonry  teaches.  So  I  believe.  It  is 
high  time  that  our  countrymen  shouid  cease  to  be  "passion's  slaves;"  and  that 
each  Mason,  at  least,  sjjould   resolve  to  '*  spend  and  be  spent"  in  the  effort  to 
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uflher   ill   that  reunissunce  who^e  "  perfect  dny  "  aIirU  -^ee  un  a^nin  a  nuited 
people,    - 

"  Whope  blood  and  Judgmeut  are  so  well  co-niin^led. 
That  they  are  not  a  pipe  for  fortuneV  finger 
To  sound  what  stop  she  pleases." 

So,  DeLap,  you  see  that  your  sectional  **  lance  "  against  my  armor  "hurliess 
breaks."  Had  Sayre  explained  himself  at  iirst,  as  he  has  since  done,  my  criti- 
cism would  not  have  been  made,  as  I  have  said  under  the  head  of  Alabama. 

DeLap  says  "  amen  "  to  my  censure  of  the  central  body,  and  in  various  other 
places  in  his  report  very  forcibly  denounces  its  methods.  He  disagrees  witii 
me,  however,  in  my  expressed  hope  that  the  imbroglio  would — to  use  his  words, 
'*work  out  a  deliverance  from  the  imperial  assumptions  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
raentf^  for  he  thinks  tlmt  ^Uhings  have  settled  down  inj^o  the  old  ruts."  Policy 
dictates  this  seeming  quietude,  as  it  has  the  holding  in  reserve  all  offensive  offi- 
cial interference  with  State  body  rights  under  the  2)resent  regime.  The  oli- 
garchy is  too  astute  not  to  be  a'ble  to  read  the  portents  in  the  ^'clouds  that  lower 
ui^on  their  house."  Hence  the  pathetic  appeals  to  the  loyalty  of  their  hearers, 
which  are  being  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  *'powers  that  be"  on  differ- 
ent Grand  Commandery  platforms.  The  **  winter  of  their  discontent"  grows 
colder  and  more  cold,  however,  for  the  **Arctic  wave  signal"  still  floats  at 
many  a  flag-staff  head,  and  seems  to  prophesy  their  "freezing  out."  I  hope  the 
prophesy  may  be  fulfilled.  They  fondly  dream,  notwithstanding,  that  their 
aforesaid  **winter  of  discontent."  will  at  St.  Louis  be  - 

"  Made  glorious  summer  by  this  son  of  York." 

That  then  again  will  their  lordly  brows  be  ''bound  with  victorious  wreaths." 
But  they  may  miscalculate,  who  have  in  the  past  counted  so  surely  on  the  out- 
come of  all  these  *"  merry  meetings,"  whoRo  attractions  have  absorbed  the  at- 
tention of  the  voting  forde,  made  it  forget -its  bounden  duty  to  the  Order,  and 
caused  it  to  remain  satisfied  with  the  perfunctory  **crumbs  that  fall"  to  Tem- 
plarism  "from  the  master's  table."  Let  us  "watch  and  pray,"  DeLap.  Perhaps 
"history  may  not  repeat  itself  "  next  year. 

DeLap  quotes  what  I  said  anent  his  manly  protest  agaiui^t  the  passion  for 
public  parades  of  Commanderies  on  Templar  and  secular  occasions.  He  refers 
in  this  connection,  to  my  ex[)ressed  surprise  that  he  was  not  specially  interested 
in  the  controversy,  then  at  white  heat,  between  the  Grand  Ma.ster  and  Grand  Re- 
corder, ;.nd  then  remarks  that  all  he  meant  was,  "that  just  at  that  time  he  did 
not  care  to  engage  in  the  fight."  His  whole  sympathies,  he  avers,  were  with 
the  party  of  the  second  part,  and  then  he  trenchantly  says: 

"If  anbody  supposes  that  we  have  any  fears  of  or  hesitancy  about  expressing 
our  opinions  in  regard  to  any  one  or  all  of  the  high  dignitaries  of  the  Trien- 
nial show,  they  are  sadly  mistaken.  Tiiose  identical  ducks,  together  with  the 
bacchanalian  revels  incident  to  every  Triennial  Conclave,  are  responsible  for  all 
the  devilment  perpetrated  by  the  concern." 

This  shows  that  I  had  not  "mistaken  the  man." 

He  kindly  takes  my  criticism  on  his  indiscriminate  laudations  of  the  literary 
excellencies  of  the  addresses  and  correspondence  rejiorts,  which,  by  tlie  way,  is 
th«  fashion,  and  remarks: 

"We  note  his  objections  to  our  commendations  of  reports  and  addresses  in 
our  last,  and  can  only  say  in  answer  that  we  acknowledge  the  correctness  of 
Sir  Guilbert's  position  on  the  subject,  but  if  he  had  felt  as  badly  as  we  did  then 
and  do  now,  he  would  pronounce  the  author  of  a  dime  novel  a  literary  prodigy. 
So  far  R8  Hornor^s  proxy  business  being  in  accord  with  the  law  of  the  (irand 
Encampmeui  is  concerned,  we  can't  help  it  if  it  was;  that  simple  fact  is  more 
likely  to  prove  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle  than  anything  else." 

"True,  oh  King!"  But  it  was  the  law,  nevertheless,  and   under  it  you  "  live, 
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move  and  have''  join*  Templar  ''beinjj/*  DeJiaj),  rij^htcously  restive  though  yon 
are. 

He  closes  his  reference  to  Iowa  with  Kome  frauk  coniplinientsoii  the  subject- 
matter  and  manner  of  my  report,  which  are  very  comfortiog  indeed,  and  which 
I  fully  appreciate. 

Under  the  head  of  Illinois,  he  quotes  Gurney's  allusion  to  the  blasphemy  per- 
petrated by  one  of  the  olij^archy.  I  noticed  the  matter  in  my  last  report,  and 
before  I  saw  Gurney's  printed  statement.     DeLap  says: 

**  What  a  commentary  is  this  upon  tlie  character  of  the  great  liglits  of  Tem- 
plary  in  our  country!  If  Sir  Gurney  means  anything,  he  charges  some  one  of 
our  Grand  Masters — Dean,  probably — with  blasphemy  in  characterizing  the 
Bon  of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world,  as  a  myth  and  His  religion  a  delusion! 
And  this  is  the  sort  of  material  of  which  the  triennial  drunk  makes  Grand 
Masters,  and  makes  the  supreme  head  of  an  order  founded  upon  the  religion 
that  he  calls  a  delusion.  It  is  difl&cult  to  keep  such  cattle  as  this  out  of  the  in- 
stitution entirely,  but  it  is  inexcusable  to  place  them  in  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  when  they  do  get  in,  and  yet  the  Grand  Encampment  has  perpetrated 
this  outrage  upon  the  very  foundation  of  the  Order.  It  is  a  fact  patent  to  the 
most  obtuse,  that  the  tendency  in  tliese  times  is  to  materialism,  infidelity,  athe- 
ism, and  all  the  other  ;sms  which  the  devil  has  devised  to  lead  men  away  from 
God  and  good,  and  that  the  effect  of  tliis  state  of  affairs  should,  in  a  measure, 
invade  our  precincts,  is  not  remarkable,  but  it  is  remarkable  that  one  of  these 
scoffers  at  our  holy  religion  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Order.  Proba- 
bly this  Most  Eminent  is  also  a  disciple  of  Darwin,  and  looks  with  filial  affec- 
tion upon  his  brethren,  the  monkeys.  In  our  opinijn,  the  less  we,  as  a  Chris- 
tian Order,  have  to  do  with  dabblers  in  science,  so-called,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  us  and  it.'' 

In  which  I  concur.  I  desire,  however,  to  have  DeLap  understand  that  Dean 
is  not  the  party  meant.  Dean,  notwithstanding  his  executive  mistakes,  is  an 
able  man,  and  is  to  "smart"  to  '*  give  tongue  "  in  the  direction  indicated,  even 
if  he  thus  believes,  which  I  very  much  doubt. 

DeLap,  in  his  '*  conclusion,"'  reaffirms  his  previously  expressed  views  as  to 
the  necessity  and  validity  of  the  CKristian  religion.  He  believes  that  the  Order 
should  not  bo  allowed  to  shelter  those  who  revile  the  "  religion  of  Christ."  I 
concur  in  his  averment,  but  he  and  I  do  not  interpret  that  religion  alike, 
although  we  are  in  full  concord  as  to  the  Divinity  of  the  Master.  I  have  long 
since  learned  to  shipe  my  opinions  by  the  teachings  of  Jesus  himself,  not  by 
the  perverted  readings  of  very  human  theologians  who  talk  and  write  as  though 
they  were  "junior  partners  of  God." 

Referring  to  Sir  Erwin's  maiden  effort  as  a  reporter,  he  says: 

This  paper  is  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Charles  M.  Erwin.  It  covers  forty- 
nine  pages  of  the  annual.  Thirty  Grand  Body  volumes  were  on  his  table;  our 
own  for  1884  being  included.  It  is  his  first  essay  in  this  direction — his  ''first 
offense,*'  as  he  phrases  it — and  he  pleads  this  in  extenuation  of  any  imperfec- 
tions which  may  appear.  Erwin  is  too  modest,  by  half.  The  report  evinces 
an  aptitude  for  such  work  which  does  him  great  credit.  It  is  the  work  of  one 
who  is  evidently  a  courteous  and  capable  gentleman. 

We  also  copy  the  balance  of  his  review  of  Sir  Erwin's  report,  and  make  no 
apology  for  so  doing: 

His  notice  of  Iowa  i&  one  of  the  mosi  copious  in  the  paper.  He  refers  to  sun- 
dry items  of  business  in  the  proceedings.  He  makes  brief  mention  of  the  an- 
nual address,  and  quotes  therefrom  the  decision  anent  the  Statutes  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  who  had  received  the  Mark  degree  in  individual  Mark  Lodges, 
and  thus  comments: 

*'  We  were  not  aware  before  that  the  Mark  Master's  degree  was  tabooed  in 
Iowa,  nor  do  we  see  how  the  dei$ree  could  well  be  '  healed  '  out  of  a  fellow  after 
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he  had  once  i^otteu  it  iuto  him.  Surely  tliis  niiiKt  be  a  mi.^print.  What  8ay 
yon,  Bro  Goilbert?" 

To  which  I  reply  that  we  do  uot  recog^uize  the  Mark  dejjree  which  has  been 
conferred  iu  exclusive  Mark  Lod^jejs — as  is  the  rule  in  Great  Britain — as  beingr 
in  the  repjalar  order  of  Chapter  Fsuccession.  Hence  the  applicant  must  be 
"healed;**  that  is  to  say,  must  be  re-obIi<jated  in  oue  of  our  own  Chapters  ere 
he  can  petition  the  Comuiaudery.  Had  the  senteuceH  of  the  decision  been  leas 
involved,  this  fact  would  have  appeared. 

He  commends  as  a  ''good  thiiiiij "  our  Committee  on  Visitors.  He  objects  to 
our  not  makinjj:  all  our  officers  elective,  and  says  that — 

"It  robs  the  officers  of  the  honor  attachin<^  to  all  positions  given  by  a  ma- 
jority vote.*' 

He  takes  it  as  u  compliment  to  Mississippi  that  !ier  representative  was 
elected  Grand  Commander  last  year. 

His  ullnsiouB  to  the  Correspondence  report  are'quite  kindly.  He  agrees  with 
the  undersigned  on  most  points,  notably  on  that  objecting  to  sectarian  intru- 
sions.    This  is  his  comment  and  is  truth  in  a  nut-shell: 

•'  Correct  Let  us  steer  clear  of  sectarian  '  tests/  and  welcome  all  who  are 
willing  to  wield  their  swords  for  *  innocent  maidens,  destitute  widows,  helpless 
orphans,  and  the  Christian  religion,'  without  requiring  to  know  how  they  con- 
strue difficult  passages  of  scripture." 

He  differs  with  me  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  allowiu<^  Commanderies  to 
parade  on  Memorial  Day,  but  gives  no  reason  why  those  bodifs  should  be  made 
parts  of  secular  pageants. 

Anent  the  abnormity,  he  has  this  to  say: 

*•  Sir  Knight  Guilbert  is  a  good  hater,  and  he  never  mis>es  an  opportunity  of 
giving  the  "central  anomaly M his  pet  name  for  the  Grand  Encampment)  a 
whack.  He  says, '  to  get  rid  of  the  incubus  is  the  one  thing  needful  now,' 
though  he  does  not  advocate  violent  means. 

"Would  it  not  be  better,  dear  frater.  to  give  some  of  your  splendid  talent 
and  energy  to  improving  the  "central  anomaly,'  instead  of  destroying  it? 

•'It  is  much  easier  to  tear  down  than  build  up;  much  easier  to  find  faults 
than  to  remedy  them,  and  we  imagine  that  if  all  the  f  raters  who  now  anathema- 
tize the  Grand  Encampment  so  heartily  would  make  a  practice  of  attending  its 
mieetings  regularly,  they  would  find  less  to  cavil  at,  and  by  their  constant  pres- 
ence, would,  in  time,  get  the  *  incubus'  out  of  the  old  rutp,  and  on  the  high 
road  to  usefulness. 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  central  organization^  properly  managed, 
would  be  of  vast  benefit  to  the  Order.  Suppose,  then,  as  we  can't  kill  it  by 
cursing,  that  we  set  to  work  and  sue  if  we  can't  cure  it  by  nursing.  Come,  now, 
what  do  yon  say  ?  " 

I  "  say  "  that  I  am  surprised  that  Erwin  overlooked  my  sufficient  response 
to  the  query  as  to  why  I,  or  any  one  man,  don't  make  the  attempt  to  reform 
the  pernicious  methods  of  the  central  body  in  that  close  corporation.  The 
reason  is  obvious.  I  have  succinctly  stated  and  restatcvl  it  in  this  and  pieced- 
ing  reports.  I  have  outlined  the  only  way  in  which  the  strongly  entrenched 
oligarchy  can  be  driven  from  its  fastness,  to  the  end  that  the  Templar  rank  and 
file  may  be  enabled  to  sing  with  reason  and  the  understanding — 

*'  The  King  shall  have  his  own  again.'' 

The  king  of  good  government  has  returned  to  bless  the  Order — 
*'To  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound;  to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourn- 
ing, the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness." 

Erwin  is  with  Woodruff  and  others  with  regard  to  the  impolicy  of  continuing 
the  Chapter  degrees  as  prerequisites  to  Templarism.  He  quotes  my  idea  of 
the  mission  of  the  reviewer,  and  is  kind  enough  to  say  that  the  undersigned  in 
a  master  workman  in  that  quarry. 
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ReferriDg  to  other  parts  of  the  report,  I  tind  £rwin  pronouiiceil  in  hi8  con- 
tempt for  that  modern  BillinesK,  the  granting  of  inva^ory  permits. 

Under  the  head  of  KanRHs,  he  noticeB  the  pecaliar  intolerance  of  the  Reporter 
of  that  iState,  which  I  commented  on  last  year,  and  emphatically  exprest^es  his 
dissent.     He  Bays: 

"Reviewiitg  California,  he  nses  this  bitter  phrase,  *  eschewing  the  compan- 
ionship of  Jew!«,  anti-Trinitarians  and  inlidels.*  etc. 

'*Now,  we  submit  that,  inasmnch  as  many  of  our  fraters,  otherwise  good  men 
and  true,  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  it  would  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  teachings  of  our  Divine  Master  and  that  charity  which 
endureth  all  things,  to  allow  them  the  same  liberty  of  conscience  which  we 
ourselves  claim. 

*•  The  Bible  is  open  for  all  to  read,  and  each  must  interpret  for  his  .own 
conscience,  and  we  should  be  slow  to  cast  the  envenomed  shaft  of  vituperation 
at  a  brother  because  he  does  not  read  the  lines  precisely  as  we  do. 

"  Better  leave  nil  such  disputatious  to  the  theologians,  who  are  too  full  of  doc- 
trine to  have  charity,  and  let  us,  as  members  of  a  glorious  brotherhood,  with 
malice  toward  none  and  charity  for  all,  strive  only  to  see  '  who  can  best  work 
and  best  agree.'  " 

Under  the  head  of  Kentucky,  he  alludes  to  a  point  to  which,  inadvertently,  I 
forgot  to  refer.     It  is  the  discussion  between  AVoodruflf  and  Gurney — 

**  As  to  the  right  of  the  Eminent  Commander  to  summarily  eject  from  the 
asylum  any  Sir  Knight  guilty  of  *  disorderly  behavior,*  Sir  Knight  Woodruff 
contends  that  the  Eminent  Commander  has  the  right;  iSir  Knight  Gurney,  that 
he  has  not." 

Erwiu's  comment  is  this: 

"  When  we  reflect  upon  the  absolute  necessity  that  the  right  of  prompt  pro- 
tection to  the  Commandery  from  boisterous  disturbance  should  lie  somewhere, 
we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Commander,  under  his  general  powers 
and  prerogatives,  could,  and  should,  promptly  eject  any  offender  from  the  asy- 
lum, leaving  it,  of  course,  to  the  Commandery  to  deal  with  him  afterwards  as 
they  might  think  proper. 

'*  We  remember  a  case,  once,  where  a  drunken  Knight  came  into  the  asylum 
while  the  Grand  Commandery  was  in  session,  and  created  a  disturbance.  He 
WAS  promptly  ejected  by  order  of  the  Grand  Commander,  and  the  next  day, 
was  equally  as  promptly  tried  and  expeiled  by  his  own  Commandery.  So  the 
practice,  if  not  the  law,  of  summary  ejectment  holds  in  Mississippi.'' 

I  remember  a  similar  case  occurring  in  a  Lodge  here,  many  years  ago.  I  was 
Grand  Master  at  the  time,  and  was  presiding  by  invitation.  The  intoxicated 
Sir  Knight  was  quietly  taken  out  by  the  Senior  Deacon,  under  whispered  direc- 
tion from  the  East,  was  subsequently  tried  under  charges  and  disciplined.  He 
was  not  exactly  "disorderly,"  but  was  very  garrulous  and  offensive.  I  agree 
with  Erwin  and  Woodruff. 

And  now  we  must  leave  Sir  Gnilbert.  We  do  so  with  regret,  but  with  a  feel- 
ing of  profound  respect  and  admiration  for  his  oiiaracter  and  ability. 

If  any  one  cares  to  know  our  position  on  the  many  questions  agitating  the 
corps  reportorial,  we  respectfully  refer  them  to  Sir  G.'s  report.  He  expresses 
our  views  exactly  and  infinitely  better  than  we  can.  We  regret  also  that  this 
report  closes  Sir  G.'s  engagement  as  a  reporter,  but  we  trust  his  life  and  use- 
fulness to  the  Order  may  be  prolonged  for  many  years. 

Sir  W.  A.  McGrew  is  Grand  Commander:  Grand  Recorder  as  before;  Sir  F. 
R.  Ercanbrack,  F.  C. 

ILLINOIS-18  8r>. 
The  Thirty-ninth  .\nnual  Conclave  was  held  at  Chicago.  October  27.     I'res- 
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ent:  Sir  H.  C.  Clarke,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  CJiaiid  Re- 
corder; a  full  Staff,  and  a  good  delegation  from  Subordinate  CommunderieH,  to- 
gether with  U.*.  E.*.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Representative  of  the  G.-.  E. .,  who  made 
a  nice  little  speech,  and  Sir  Theo.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder  G.*.  E.-.,  who  did 
not  make  a  speech,  being  handicapped  by  an  agreement  with  Sir  Hugh  not  to 
make  a  better  one  than  he. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  clear  and  explicit  statement  of  his 
official  acts  and  administration.  He  granted  quite  a  number  of  special  dis- 
pensations, but  none  for  Decoration  Day,  Gen.  Grant's  obsequies,  or  the  glori- 
ous Fourth.  It  seems  they  have  a  law  in  Hlinois  that  slightly  interferes  with 
these  buncomb  displays  of  good  clothes,  swords  and  plumes.  His  decisions  are 
sound. 

Proceedings  local. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  by  Sir  Thos.  T.  Guruey  and  Sir  H.  C  Ran- 
ney.  In  explanation  of  the  part  Sir  Ranney  takes  in  its  preparation,  we  take 
the  following  from  the  opening: 

I  submit  my  concluding  report  on  correspondence.  For  the  last  half  of  the 
Masonic  year,  my  health  has  been  so  much  impaired,  and  public  duties  so  exact- 
ing, that  but  for  the  aid  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Sir  Henry  C.  Ranney,  1  should 
not  have  attempted  this  work.  More  than  this,  the  first  days  of  August  found 
me  confined  to  my  house  by  serious  indisposition,  and  not  until  within  the 
present  month  have  I  been  able  to  give  attention  to  customary  avocations;  the 
consequence  has  been  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  depend  upon  others  for 
proof-reading  and  all  else  connected  with  the  publication  of  this  paper.  I 
much  regret  the  appearance  of  so  many  typographical  errors,  and  hope  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  our  fraters  will  pardon  what  might  appear,  withoui 
this  explanation,  gross  inattention  to  our  duties. 

We  sincerely  regret  the  affliction  of  our  valued  friend,  and  earnestly  pray  the 
Good  Lord  to  speedily  restore  him  to  health,  to  his  family,  to  his  friends  and 
to  our  Order.  No  one  of  all  the  corps  has  been  so  earnest,  so  courteous,  so  elo- 
quent and  so  eflfective  in  the  cause  of  right  and  the  condemnation  of  the  wrong, 
wherever  found,  than  has  he,  and  his  loss  to  the  literature  of  our  Order  is  in- 
calculable. May  his  retirement  be  brief,  his  recovery  speedy,  and  Iiis  life  as 
long  as  we  feel  and  know  it  will  be  useful. 

Sir  Knight  Ranney  reviews  the  transactions  of  fourteen  Bodies,  among  them 
Mississippi  for  1885,  which  receives  courteous  and  extended  notice.  He  had 
this  to  say  of  Sir  Rombergers  address: 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  H.  M.  Rom- 
berger,  is  elaborate  and  well  constructed.  He  makes  of  record  numerous 
decisions,  none  of  which  will  be  questioned.  He  granted  a  dispensation  to 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee  to  *' invade  and  unfurl  their  colors  in 
our  jurisdiction."  The  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  will  not  permit  a 
constituent  Commandery  to  appear  publicly  (equipped)  except  it  have  a  dis- 
pensation from  the  Grand  Commander  for  so  doing;  it  is  therefore  proper 
when  a  Commandery  of  Illinois  or  Tennessee  desires  to  visit  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Mississippi  that  they  have  the  authority  of  its  presiding  oflicer  to  ap- 
pear therein,  and  under  restrictions,  if  any,  imposed  by  its  regulations  upon 
its  own  Subordinates;  but  we  do  not  see  any  sense  or  propriety  in  speaking 
of  a  visitation  as  an  mrasion.'  The  latter  appears  to  us  a  sickly  misconstruc- 
tion of  terms,  exciting  ridicule  only. 

We  second  the  motion.      Our  excellent  Sir  Knight  Romberger,  Bro.  Ran- 
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ney,  wa.s  simply  following  a  very  Btupid  faBhiou.  whicli  he  felt  unauthorized 
to  treat  with  the  contempt  it  deserves. 

Referring  to  Sir  Speed's  report  on  law,  he  has  this  to  say : 

Sir  Knight  Speed  is  a  lawyer  of  exceptional  ability,  and  we  would  not  con- 
sequently, go  so  far  as  to  say  that  his  conclusions  would  not  be  justified  by 
the  rules  of  interpretation  employed  by  the  courts;  but  common  law  upon  the 
subject,  and  to  which  he  refers  in  concluding  his  paper,  directs  to  the  con- 
struction given  it  in  the  jurisprudence  of  the  Commandery,  Again:  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  our  sister  jurisdiction,  as  quoted  in 
first  line  of  *•  Answer,''  reads,  "  any  officers,"  while  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  reads  '*  officer,"  designing  to  include  any  officer  of  the 
Grand  or  Subordinate  Body,  named  in  the  latter  instrument. 

Sir  Knight  Kanney  has  probably  got  our  Fred,  in  chancery,  but  as  he  de- 
serves it,  we  won\  complain. 

He  speaks  pleasantly  of  us,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  In  regard  to  Grand 
Encampment  and  the  writer's  hostility  to  that  sublime  humbug,  he  says:  *'  If 
life  is  spared,  disgusted  members  of  the  Supreme  Body  will  give  the  'Combi- 
nation '  something  to  work  over  in  188C."     We  hope  so. 

Referring  to  our  comments  on  Indiana,  he  says: 

We  wish  to  correct  an  error  into  which  our  contemporary  seems  to  have 
fallen.  There  is  nothing  in  fraternal  law  that  justifies  the  conclusion  that 
discipline  in  Lodge  can  be  ])erpetuated  (after  restoration  therein)  in  Comman- 
dery, except  upon  trial  and  conviction  within  itself.  A  Templar  cannot  be 
dispossessed  of  his  rights  by  resolution,  and  in  the  absence  of  an  investigation. 
W^e  mean  to  say,  that,  if  a  Templar  is  expelled  or  suspended  in  a  Lodge,  and 
not  formally  placed  upon  trial  and  convicted  in  Commanderj^,  restoration  by 
Lodge  restores  to  Commandery,  notwithstanding  resolutions  adopted  therein. 

We  may  be  mistaken  in  tliis,  but  our  idea  remains  tlje  same,  i.  e.,  that  res- 
toration to  membership  in  a  Masonic  body,  vacated  by  judicial  process,  for 
any  cause,  must  be  by  clear  ballot. 

The  following,  from  his  report  sliows  that  we  made  a  mistake,  which  we  re- 
gret, and  beg  to  apologize  for: 

Quoting  from  our  report  of  '83,  he  says: 

'•  What  a  commentary  is  this  upon  the  character  of  the  great  lights  of  Teni- 
plary  in  our  country!  If  Sir  Gurney  means  anything,  he  charges  some  one  of 
our  Grand  Masters — Dean  probably — with  blasphemy  in  characterizing  the 
Son  of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world,  as  a  myth,  and  His  religion  a  delusion.'* 

Sir  Knight  DeLap  does  a  good  man  injustice.  Sir  Knight  Dean  is  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  and  as  such  commands  our  respect.  We  may  not  admire  his 
administrative  qualities;  nevertheless,  he  is  not  to  be  classed  with  Templars  that 
pronounce  Jesus  Christ  a  myth  and  the  Christian  religion  a  delusion.     No,  no! 

Kor  his  kindly  wishes  for  restoration  of  our  health,  wo  are  obliged. 

Reviewing  our  proceeding's  for  1885,  he  quotes  from  Sir  Towler's  address  in 
regard  to  the  low  state  of  the  Order  here,  and  expresses  his  regrets  thereat. 
We  are  sorry,  too,  but  the  fact  remains. 

He  also  quotes  quite  extensively  from  Sir  Erwin's  report  which  he  pro- 
nounces a  good  one,  in  which  estimate  we  concur. 

Sir  Rauney  gets  up  a  first-class  report,  showing  that  J)ro.  (iruerney's  mantle 
has  fallen  upon  the  proper  successor. 

R.".  E.'.  Sir  John  Lane  White,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  G.  \V.  Barnard,  Grand 
Recorder;  Sir  H.  C.  Ranney,  F.  C. 
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Seventeeiitli  Aiiuual  Conclave  at  Atchison,  May  12.  Present:  K.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Jacob  DeWitt,  Grand  Commander:  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder;  moBt 
of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representativefi  of  twenty  of  the  twenty-five 
Sabordiuate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  sliort  and  confined  to  local  matters.  Grand  Commander  re- 
ports : 

Our  Order  is  in  good  condition  tliroughout  the  State:  no  element  of  discord 
has  intruded  into  onr  Asylums,  but  pence  prevails  within  our  walls  and  pros- 
perity within  our  palaces. 

Ue  granted  several  disx)ensations  for  detachments  of  his  command  to  make 
R  display  of  their  good  clothes  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  expresses  the  hope  that 
his  successor  will  have  many  applications  in  the  same  line.  UVhope  he  will — 
not.  Our  knowledge  of  human  nature  teaches  us  tliat  sincere  devotion  is  sel- 
dom a  result  of  this  sort  of  thing.  Instead  of  the  heart  being  attuned  to  the 
love  and  worship  of  the  Almighty,  it  is  filled  with  pride  in  the  fine  ap]>earance 
made,  and  the  attention  attracted  to  them  by  their  showy  uniforms  and  the 
tangling  of  their  legs  and  swords.  y 

The  Almighty  is  a  spirit,  and  requires  us  to  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that  this  is  seldom  done  by  our  uniformed 
church-goers.  We  may  be  wrong  in  our  estimate  of  the  sincerity  of  these  Sir 
Knights,  but  the  great  day  of  final  accounts  will  show  whether  there  are  auy 
entries  on  the  credit  side  of  their  accounts  on  this  score,  and  if  there  are  no 
credits,  then  there  certainly  will  be  debits. 

The  Great  Captain  of  our  salvation  takes  but  little  account  of  the  outward, 
and  especially  of  the  ostentatious  observance  of  forms  and  cerenumies.  but 
looks  at  the  heart  alone. 

Proceeding  local;  treasury  healthy. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  pre«*ented  one  of  his  charac- 
teristically good  reports  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  in  which  the  doings  of 
nearly  all  the  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  and  carefully  digested — Mississippi 
among  the  number.  He  copies  copiousiy,  and,  we  trust,  approvingly  from  our 
last  report.  He  closes  his  review  of  Mississippi  with  the  following  flattering 
remarks  of  your  Committee,  which  we  beg  pardon  for  copying: 

We  observe  that  the  Sir  Knight  is  not  one  of  the  newly  appointed  Committee 
on  Correspondence.  He  will  be  missed  from  the  "Guild"*  as  one  of  the  few  who 
dared  to  oppose  humbug,  denounce  pretension,  and.  in  spite  of  numbers,  de- 
fend the  right  and  true  whenever  assailed  or  ignored.  May  the  day  not  be  dis- 
tant, when  his  vigorous  pen  will  be  resumed  in  behalf  of  the  Order.  The  field 
IB  wide,  the  earnest  laborers  not  numerous,  and  every  hand,  moved  and  guided 
by  a  devout  hearty  will  be  thrice  welcomed. 

R.*.  E.'.  Burton  E.  Langdon,  Grand  (Jommander:  John  H.  Brown.  Grand  Re- 
corder and  F.  C. 


KENTUCKY— 18. So. 

Thirty-Eighth  Grand  Conclave  was  held  at  Frankfort.   May   21.      Present: 
Sir  Bernard  G.  Witt,  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commandor;  Sir  L.  1).  Croninger,  Grand 
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Kecorder;  r  full  staff,  and  delegates  from  nearly  all  of  the  twenty-four  Subor- 
dinate Cominanderies. 

Our  Kentucky  fraterH  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a  parade,  were  treated  to  an 
eloquent  address  of  welcome  by  Governor  and  Sir  Knight  J.  Proctor  Knott, 
and  had  a  good  time  generally. 

The  address  of  the  Qrand  Commander  is;  quite  lengthy,  contains  sundry  val- 
uable suggestions,  much  sound  sense,  and   is  altogether  an  admirable  paper. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  seems  to  be  a  vexed  one  in  this  Grand  Body,  aa 
the  R.*.  E.'.  remarks: 

• 

I  think  that  the  only  questions  coming  before  our  Grievance  Committee  for 
a  number  of  years,  are  the  offspring  of  this  ever-fruitful  law  of  jurisdiction. 

We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  his  decisions  or  dispensations.  We  note,  how- 
ever, his  observance  of  the  Quixotic  rule  requiring  permission  to  ^'"irnxuie'  sister 
jurisdictions. 

We  find  much  in  the  addres:^  which  we  would  like  to  copy,  but  our  time  is 
limited  and  our  health  poor.  His  visitations  were  quite  extensive,  and  no 
doubt  resulted  in  much  good.  He  reports  most  of  the  Commanderies  in  a 
fairly  prosperous  condition. 

The  report  on  Foreign  (Correspondence  is  the  ]>roduction  of  that  nestor  of 
the  corps,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  R.  Woodruff,  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty- 
live  Templar  Sovereignties  are  carefully,  courteously  and  ably  reviewed,  Mis- 
sissippi for  1884  receiving  due  attention. 

Hs  says  this  of  Sir  Romberger's  address: 

The  annual  address  is  a  most  carefully  prepared  paper,  filling  thirteen  pages 
with  valuable  information  and  excellent  suggestions  and  advice. 

He  says  some  exceptionally  pleasant  things  of  us  and  our  last  report,  which 
we  most  highly  appreciate.  We  copy  his  closing  in  full  ns  being  encouraging 
and  interesting.  We  mostheartily  reciprocate  his  kindly  wishes  for  the  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  good  of  the  members  of  the  '"corps,**  and  humbly  invoke 
the  benediction  of  the  Master  upon  him  and  his: 

In  summing  up  the  Templar  events  for  the  year  188-4.  there  is  presented 
throughout  the  present  report  many  features  of  interest  and  encouragement; 
showing  a  widening  sphere  of  usefulness,  a  more  pronounced  success  in  at- 
taining desirable  ends,  and  a  much  larger  increase  of  membership  than  during 
any  former  year  in  the  history  of  the  Order.  All  of  these  flattering  assur- 
ances combine  to  attest  the  stability  of  Templary,  as  well  as  its  importance. 

We  terminate  this  our  twelfth  annual  report  on  Correspondence  with  the 
good  fortune  of  finding  all  of  the  Grand  Bodies  present  at  our  roll-call,  ex- 
cepting West  Virginia.     Louisiana  was  reviewed  in  our  report  of  last  year. 

We  desire  to  reiterate  our  expression  of  thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  us  at  the  hands  of  our  reportorial  fratres,  and  now  bring  our  present 
congenial  labors  to  a  close  by  wishing  for  them  and  theirs,  and  all  otfiers  of 
the  Templar  Order,  "that  they  shall  be  confirmed  and  strengthened  in  all  good- 
ness; and  brought  to  everlasting  life." 

Sir  Jas.  M.  Saffel  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander:  (vrand  Recorder  and  For- 
eign Correspondence  continued. 


MICHIG  AN~l88r.. 
Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  lield  in  the  city   of  Detroit,   May    12tL. 


1^86\         IJKPORT   ON    KUA'JJiRiNAi.   0(>KRKSP()M)KNOK.  45 

Present:  Sir  Herman  N.  Moore,  R.'.  K.".  (irnnd  Coniraauder;  Wm.  P.  luues, 
Qrand  Recorder;  a  full  staflf,  and  the  KepreHentatives  from  thirtj-six  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  iuterestini^  paper.  We  commend 
the  foUowinfsr,  which  we  extract  from  Iiis  opening,  to  the  careful  perneal  of 
all  Templars  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  Order  su}»erior  to  a  desire  to  make  a 
ahow  of  themselves: 

Sir  Knights,  important  questions  present  themselves  to  us,  as  we  approacli 
the  duties  of  the  hour,  and  are  about  to  commence  our  legislation.  It  becomes 
US  to  ask  each  other.  What  is  the  moral  standing  of  Templar  Masonry  in  our 
State?  Is  it  healthy  and  pure?  Do  we  keep  good  watch  over  our  virtues  that 
ihey  he  not  outweighed  by  our  excesses?  Do  our  deeds  of  charily  keep  pace 
with  the  moneys  lavishly  expended  in  displays,  visits  and  convivialities?  In 
short,  which,  in  the  past  year,  has  done  the  most  to  ''bind  up  the  wounds  of 
the  afflicted,**  and  dry  up  the  tears  of  the  widows  and  orpljann:  is  it  our  deeds 
of  charity  or  Templar  displays? 

People  look  upon  us,  some  with  wonder  and  some  with  jealousy,  and,  as  we 
parade  in  our  pomp  and  vanity,  many  exclaim,  "Where  is  the  good?"  Let  us 
see  that  we  point  with  pride  to  our  deeds  of  *'pure  beneficence,"  to  the  widows 
made  happy  through  our  labors  as  Knights  Templar  in  their  behalf,  and  to  the 
beaming  faces  of  relieved  orplians,  and  say,  "Behold  ou^  jewels!"  *  There  is 
our  good!"  There  are  the  ornaii.ents  that  to  ourselves  and  the  world,  will 
shine  more  brightly  than  ten  thousand  such  (jrancf  displays  as  we  pride  our- 
selves in  makini?. 

Templarism  has  a  great  mission.  It  occupies  a  grand  sphere  among  men  of 
nil  classes.  The  accomplishment  of  iis  work  is  a  greater  desideratum  toman- 
kind  in  general  and  to  Templars  in  particular. 

The  convivial  feeling  that  pervades  our  ranks,  and,  oftentimes,  brings  re- 
proach upon  us  and  our  Order,  leading,  as  it  does  too  often,  to  intemperance 
and  excess,  is  absolutely  degrading  and  much  to  be  feared.  The  wrong  doing 
of  a  single  Templar  brings  reproach  upon  the  Order  oftentimes  too  heavy  to 
bear;  we  cannot  afford  to  appear  to  the  world  in  any  other  character  than  that 
of  true  Templars:  therefore,  let  us  guard  our  infirmities,  whatever  they  may  be, 
at  least  while  clothed  in  the  dress  of  christian  knighthood. 

We  regret  to  find  that  the  R.*.  E.*.  forgot  that  the  Order  has  a  higher  mi?^- 
iiiou  thin  that  of  exhibiting  its  showy  uniform,  and  granted  sundry  dispensa- 
tions to  his  Subordinates  to  parade  on  Memorial  Day  and  on  other  occasions, 
with  which  the  Order  as  such  had  about  as  much  in  common  as  the  devil  has 
with  the  sanctum  sanctorum.  It  will  be  a  source  of  profound  gratification  to 
ns  when  the  day  comes  that  shall  not  witness  these  exhibitions  of  vain  gush  by 
Masonic  and  Templar  Bodies. 

Among  others  we  note  one  to  Uomeo  Commandery,  No.  6,  to  participate  in 
the  soldier's  reunion,  etc.  The  R.'.  E.*.  says  he  was  loth  to  grant  this  request 
*  *  but  under  the  vain  hope  that  it  would  not  be  taken  as  a  precedent,  he 
did  so.  These  people  that  are  so  anxious  to  exhibit  their  fine  clothes  and 
themselves  are  the  very  ones  who  will  never  forget  that  ihe  Order  has  been  de- 
graded once  in  that  direction,  and  will  claim  a  like  concession  to  them.  The 
beat  way' is  to  flatly  refuse  any  application  for  permission  to  parade  as  Tcm- 
lars  on  any  occasion  not  purely  masonic. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  "doings:" 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred  the  quer*- 
tion:  "Would  a  Commandery  be  justified  in  granting  a  dimit  to  a  Sir  Knigijt 
who  is  of  unsound  mind  on  a  written  request  from  liis  guardian?" 
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The  question  is  a  novel  one,  nnd  so  far  as  yoar  Committee  is  advised,  with' 
out  precedent;  yet  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  any  person  but  the  Sir  Knight  himself 
to  ask  for  a  dimit. 

CHARLES  T.  HILLS, 
JOHN  \V.  FINCH, 
JOSEPH  E.  SAWYER. 

We  are  at  some  loss  to  imagine  what  the  guardian  wanted  of  a  dimit  unlej*s 
us  a  recommendation  to  the  kindly  consideration  of  Templar-s  for  his  unfor- 
tunate charge  when  abroad  in  the  world,  in  which  event  the  granting  of  the 
dimit  might  properly  be  done.  In  dimits  we  simply  certify  that  the  holder 
has  been  an  acceptable  member  of  our  Com  mandery,  and  is  in  good  standing 
— that  is,  he  is  clear  of  the  books  and  not  under  charges.  Jf  we  are  to  be  de- 
prived of  dimittingour  lunatics  simply  because  they  are  lunatics,  we  are  in  a 
bad  fix.  It  is  much  better  to  discharge  a  frater  of  unsound  mind,  certifying 
to  his  misfortune,  than  it  is  to  tolerate  the  vagaries  of  others  who  by  their  un 
holy  lives  bring  reproach  upon  our  Order,  claiming  tlie  religion  of  ("hrist  and 
the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues  as  its  chief  corner-stone. 

COUKKSPONDENCK. 

The  rei»ort  is  by  our  valued  friend.  Grand   Recorder   W.    P.   Irmes.   and   re 
views  in   his  modest  style  the   proceedings   of  thirty-three   Templar   Grand 
Bodies.     Ii>  his  opening  we  find  the  following: 

Happy,  thrice  happy,  are  we  to  announce  that  all  is  peace  and  prosperity 
within  and  without. 

Our  sisters,  Louisiana  and  Maryland,  it  is  true,  are  just  a  very  little  **Ht 
outs;"  but  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  more  than  temporary:  there  is  too 
much  good  sense  existing  among  the  Sir  Knights  of  those  jurisdictions  to  per- 
mit a  feeling  of  false  pride  to  work  an  injury  to  themselves  or  the  Order  gen- 
erally.   Next  year  we  hope  all  will  be  peace  and  good  will  with  them. 

And  thus: 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  extracted  from  the  several  »-eports  nil  com- 
ments made  on  the  (rrand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  and  its  useful- 
ness. 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  by  a  large  majority  that  as  for  it*  usefulness,  it  is  a 
thing  of  the  past;  but  for  its  social  and  "funny  business"  it  is  still  in  the 
heighth  of  its  prosperity. 

We  again  extend  the  hand  of  Knightly  and  cordial  greeting  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  corps  reportorial,  and  with  our  kindest  salutation  and  warmest 
wishes  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  all,  we  proceed  with  our  task,  taking 
up  the  jurisdictions  in  alphabetical  order. 

He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  (xrand  Commander  Romberger's 
address.  He  also  honors  your  Committee  in  the  same  way.  .Although  con- 
trary to  our  usual  custom,  we  cannot  refrain  from  copying  some  pleasant  words 
in  regard  to  us,  which  we  appreciate  most  highly,  and  thank  him  most  heartily 
for  his  kind  and  fraternal  wishes: 

FOliKlON     <10BKB.Sl»ONDENl'E. 

Twenty-one  sister  Grand  Commanderies  were  most  courteously  and  frater- 
nally, as  well  as  ably,  reviewed  by  Sir  DeLap,  whose  reports  are  always  (as  in- 
structive as  interesting.     We  agree  so  fully  on  mnny)  important  subjects,  that 
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we  tflke  more  than  ordinary  pleasure  in  exchanging  thoughts   through   the 
medinm  of  Reports  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  DeLap  is  aa  fearless  as  he  is  jast  in  his  decision  of  Templar  Masonry  aa 
he  sees  and  understands  it. 

AFFLICTED. 

From  the  opening  remarks  of  Sir  DeLap,  wljich  we  quote,  we  regret  to  knx)W 
that  he  is  suffering  from  some  of  the  many  aches  and  ]>ains  that  human  flesh 
is  heir  to.  We  trust  sincerely,  that  ere  this,  good  health  has  been  vouchsafed 
our  Sir  Knight,  and  that  all  is  well  with  him. 

Referring  to  our  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  character  and   usefulness  of 

the  Grand  Encampment,  he  says: 

AVe /><?r8wia//y  are  with  you,  Sir  DeLap;  but  read  in  New  York  Proceedings 
( 1884)  Sir  Room's  report  on  the  great  good  to  be  obtained  from  the  perpetua- 
tion of  that  august  body,  and  perhaps  you  will  doubt  yourself.  He  does  not 
say  it  is  good  for  social  drunks  (as  you  call  it),  but  just  the  thing  to  satisfy 
one's  ambition  for  office.  We  did  not  attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  in  California,  but  we  did  at  Chicago,  and  are  free  to  confess  that 
at  those  meetings  many  things  were  done  that  ought  not  to  have  been  done, 
and  many  things  that  ought  to  have  been  done  were  left  undone. 

He  closes  thus: 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  traversed  the  pleasant  fields  of  Templar  Masonry  as  disclos^ed  to  us 
by  the  several  Reports  on  Correspondence.  With  pleasure  have  we  journeyed 
along  and  held  commune  with  our  Sir  Knights  of  the  corps  reportorial. 

The  reports  of  the  past  year  appear  to  us  unusually  interesting;  every  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  in  a  most  courteous  manner,  and  all  seem  to  be  at 
peace  and  harmony  save  and  except  our  good  sisters  Louisiana  and  Maryland; 
but  that  is  nothing;  only  a  x)assing  cloud  that  for  a  moment  obscures  the  sun- 
light. 

We  miss  familiar  Knights  who  have  preceded  us  over  the  dark  waters,  notice- 
able among  them  Sir  Scott,  of  Virginia.  His  pen  is  stilled,  yea,  forever,  but 
his  good  works  and  excellent  advice  will  live  in  the  ages  of  the  future.  And 
then  Landridge,  of  Iowa.  Alas!  his  eyes  are  closed  in  death,  his  (pilgrimage 
on  earth  has  ended,  and  he,  too,  has  gone  to  join  the  great  unknown.  Noble, 
generous  and  valiant,  he  has  sheathed  his  sword  forever.  And  that  Grand  man 
and  Christian  Knight,  Howry,  of  Mississippi.  He  has  gone  and  claimed  ad- 
mission to  that  home  "not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens"  These 
things  remind  ns  of  the  nncertainty  of  life  and  the  responsibilities  which  rest 
upon  us,  that  we  may  so  live  in  this  world  that  when  the  mandate  is  issued 
that  shall  strike  us  from  the  roll  of  existence  we  may  be  found  prepared  for 
the  great  change. 

To  the  Knights  of  the  "scissors  and  pen"  we  crave  indulgence  for  any  short- 
comings. If  errors  have  been  committed,  be  assured  they  are  of  the  head  and 
not  of  the  heart. 

We  are  willing  to  shoulder  all  the  errors  of  Sir  Innes  in  this  rei>ort,  except 
the  scarcity  of  original  matter. 

Sir  R.  Allen  Hall  is  Grand  Commander:  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreij^ai  (Cor- 
respondence same  as  before. 


MAIN  E— 1  885. 
Thirty- fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  city   of  Portland,   May  Gthi 
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Present:  \l.'.  E.*.  Sir  Isaac  S.  Bangs  Grand  Gommaudttr;  Ira  Berry,  (irnnd  Re- 
corder: all  the  Grand  OfiBcers,  sundry  Past  Grands  and  Past  Eminent  Comman- 
ders; Grand  Representatives  and  the  Representatives  of  every  Subordinate 
Oommandery  in  the  State. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  opens  with  a  history  of  the  Order  in  Maine 
which  began  with  the  formation  of  Darias  Council  ;of  Kui^^hts  of  the  Red 
Cross,  May,  1806;  languished  for  fifteen  jears,  until  in  1M*21  an  Encampment 
of  Knights  Templar  was  formed,  and  from  these  beginnings  Templary  has 
grown  to  its  present  fair  proportions  in  the  Pine  Tree  State. 

Ho  pays  a.feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  Past  (Jrand  Comman- 
der Henry  H,  Dickey,  who  crossed  the  "Jordan  of  Dentli"  on  May  21,  18S4. 
fall  of  years  and  of  honors  deserved. 

His  dispeiisaUons  are  orthodox. 

The  Address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  excellent  one,  containing  valuable  informa- 
tion, good  advice  and  suggestions. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy,  but,  possibly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Triennial  show  doesn't  come  till  next  year,  it  is  not  growing  in  numbers. 

Our  good  friend.  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  prenented  one  of  his  comprehensive  and 
able  reports  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  in  which  he  notices  the  doings  of 
thirty-three  Templar  Grand  Bodies;  Mis.sissippi,  for  1H84,  among  the  number. 

Aside  from  his  harmless  crankiness  on  the  utility  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  sundry  and  divers  other  idiosyncrasies.  Sir  Stephen  will  pass  muster  any- 
where. His  position  in  tlie  matter  of  the  use  of  outside  titles  in  Masonic  liter- 
ature and  assemblies  is  characteristic.  Clipping  the  following  from  a  former 
report  of  ours  - 

**  He  seems  to  object  to  our  accusation  in  regard  to  tilling  Masons  in  Ma- 
sonic, literature,  and  says,  speakiu;^  of  Wales:  "His  Royal  Highness  is  neither 
better  nor  worse  on  account  of  his, title.  It  belongs  to  him  as  much  as  that  of 
Jiia  Kxcillency  does  to  the  President  of  the  Ijuited  States,  and  either  title  is 
honored  when  w<rtthUy  worn.  Besides,  he  is  a  good  Mason,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  not,  that  we  ever  heard  of.'  All  of  which  we  endorse^ 
except  the  first  clause  of  the  last  sentence.  Now,  common  report  has  it  that 
Wales  is  not  only  the  most  shameless  libertine,  but  also  the  most  profligate  of 
men',  and  if  these  qualifications  have  anything  to  do  with  constituting  a  good 
M(i.soii,  wo  have  been  wrongly  taught.  Freemasonry,  my  brother,  is  a  beau- 
tiful system  of  morality,  etc.,  and  if  you  can  find  anything  in  its  sublime 
principles  or  teachings  that  will  justify  you  in  characterizing  such  people  as 
above  referred  to  as  good  Masons,  oblige  us  by  pointing  out  the  place.  A  good 
Mason  is  good  every  other  way — morally,  socially  and  religiously — and  you 
know  perfectly  well  that  there  are  circumstances  under  which  you  would  not 
trust  Wales  as  far  as  you  could  throw  a  church  by  the  spire.  We  are  free  to 
admit  that  lie  is  as  justly  entitled  to  his  title  as  the  President  to  his,  but  we 
deny,  in  toio^  that  either  should  be  named  or  addressed  by  their  title  in  a  Ma- 
sonic assembly  or  in  Masonic  literature.  We  are  popularly  supposed  to  'meet 
upon  the  level,'  and  we  do  it  about  as  much  as  the  devil  enjoys  experimental 
religion." — 

He  thus  discourseth: 

We  cannot  see  why  titles  should  be  excluded  from  Masonic  a^sen)blies  and 
Masonic  literature.  When  men  of  fame  and  distinction  join  the  Fraternity 
they  bring  honor  and  reputation  to  it,  and  it  is  proud  of  them.  They  under- 
stand that  they  meet  their  brethren  on  the  level,  and  in  accepting  initiation 
they  do  so.  Commander-in-chief  Washington  used  to  sit  as  a  private  member 
in  the  Lodge  presided  over  by  Captain  Moses  Greenleaf,  of  Maine,  and  any 
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Mason  present  could  allude  Ut  him  n^  Hrotlier  Washiujjton,  but  we  trust  the}' 
had  the  grace  to  add  *'  our  beloved  <Jener}il."  We  do  not  believe  Jiny  cured  to 
addresK  him  familiarly  as 'Mieorge.''  It  «<eems  as  if  ;ifOod  taste  might  teach 
when  to  nse  the  titles,  without  any  arbitrary  rule. 

We  regret  extremely  to  differ  witli  our  learned  and  eminent  frater,  but  we 
emphatically  deny  that  hi$%  proposition  that  "men  of  fame  and  distinction'' 
confer  any  honor  upon  an  institution  such  as  ours  by  becoming  members  of  it. 
The  h(mor  goes  the  other  way. 

It  will  be  some  time  after  this  before  wo  ran  be  persuaded  that  institutions 
claiming  as  fundamental  princi])les  those  which  we  are  accustomed  to  consider 
as  belonging  to  Masonry  and  the  Orders  of  Christian  Knighthood  are  honored 
by  the  affiliation  of  any  men  or  man. 

We  have  always  had  a  rather  high  oi»inion  of  (ieorge  Washington,  but  we 
doabt  the  hatchet  story.  Oar  belief  in  thut,  however,  is  not  so  strong  as  our 
donbt  of  the  propriety  of  ('aptain  Moses  Greenleaf  adding  to  Bro.  Washington, 
"our  beloved  General,"  in  a  Mast)ni«  Lod^o. 

These  high-sounding  titles  in  Masonic  assemblies  and  literature  savor  too 
mnch  of  caste,  which  is  out  of  place  in  them. 

Sir  Stephen  is  eminently  correct  in  rem-mding  this  matter  to  "good  taste," 
as  we  feel  sure  that  gocd  Muiomic  taste  will  dispense  with  "  H.  R.  H.,"  "  Lord- 
ahip,*'*'Gen'l,"  "Col.,*'/*  .Major.'  "Capt./'and  ail  other  distinctions  of  like 
character. 

We  are  glad  that  Bro.  iJerry  agrees  with  us  in  our  estimate  of  the  motive 
that  prompts  a  desire  to  parade  in  the  House  of  God— ostensibly  for  purposes 
of  devotion.     We  reproduce  our  remarks  and  his  comment  thereon: 

Here  is  a  sentiment  with  which  wo  ajxree: 

**  It  occurs  to  ns  that  if  the  service  and  vorship  of  the  Divine  Master  was  the 
primary  object  of  their  der^ires,  the  Sabbath  itself  and  plain  citizen's  dress 
would  be  the  most  appropriate.  The  ('ommandery  could  go  in  a  body  as  well 
as  though  decked  out  in  fu«*s,  feathers  and  swords.  To  be  sure,  there  would  be 
less  Ktyf'-.  about  it,  but  there  would  be  more  devotion,  more  of  the  spirit  that 
should  actuate  and  pervade  the  hearts  of  worshipers.  Nor  do  we  consider  it  in 
consonace  with  the  sacredness  and  solemnity  of  the  "  House  of  God '  to  turn  it 
into  a  stage  for  the  exhihition  of  the  showy  uniform  of  Knights  Templar.  No 
pane  man  will  for  a  moment  contend  tiiat  these  public  attendances  upon  di- 
vine service  in  uniform  are  the  result  of  a  desire  to  honor  God.  If  the  Almighty 
is  considered  at  all  in  the  matter,  it  is  only  incidentally,  the  principal  and  only 
desire  of  nine-tenths  of  the  participants  being  to  make  a  display  of  themselves 
and  their  Une  clothes.^' 

Sir  Jno.  C.  Shaw,  H.*.  K..  (irand  Conu.mnder;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C. 
continued. 


M  i  N  N  KJSoT\-lrt8.'). 

Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  held  in  the  city  of  Winona,  June  2^.  Present: 
Sir  A.  M.  Shuey,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder;  a 
full  Staff,  and  the  Representatives  of  fourteen  out  of  the  sixteen  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  .\ddress  is  a  comprehensive  resume  of  his  official  actti  and  reflects  credit 
apon  its  author. 
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Nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  proceedings  except  the  indication  that  the 
Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  financially  and  otherwise,  iu  Minnesota. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  labor  of  onr  esteemed  frater.  Sir 
Pierson,  and,  like  all  his  work,  is  good,  true  and  square.  He  makes  copious 
extracts  from  the  transactions  of  thirty -one  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1884 
among  the  number. 

We  thank  him  for  the  honor  he  does  us  by  clipping  so  extensively  from  our 
report,  and  for  his  kindly  reference  to  our  beloved  Howry.  ''None  knew  him 
but  to  love  him/' 

Sir  \V.  D.  Corni.^h  is  R.".  E.".  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondence as  before. 


M  A  R  Y  L  A  N  D— 1  8  8  5. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  Baltimore,  November  24.  Pres- 
ent: Sir  Woodward  Abrahams,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Charles  T.  Sisco,  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  Address  is  an  eloquent  and  interesting  paper,  but  is, mostly  confined  to 
local  matters. 

We  qote  as  follows: 

Sir  Knight  Past  Grand  Commanded  William  T.  Adreon,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Corrosponddence.  having  for  a  long  time  been,  and  still  is,  suf- 
fering from  an  attack  of  malaria  and  nervous  prostration,  has  made  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  prepare  his  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  time  for  the 
present  Conclave.  I  suggested  tlie  propriety  of  turning  it  over  to  Sir  Knight 
Past  Grand  Commander  E.  T.  Schultz.  who  is  one  of  the  committee,  and  he  at 
once  assumed  that  duty. 

Sir  Schultz  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  duty  thus  assigned  him,  when  from 
a  severe  cold  he  was  attacked  with  a  most  malignant  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
which  rendered  it  quite  impossible  to  do  the  work  assigned  him.  It  is  there- 
fore only  necessary  to  say  that,  however  unfortunate  it  may  be,  and  how  much 
disappointment  it  may  occasion,  not  only  to  the  Chairman  himself,  but  to  the 
other  Grand  Commanderies,  when  they  open  the  book  of  Proceedings  to  find 
Maryland  has  no  report,  where  they  always  expect  to  find  a  readable  synopsis 
of  Templar  history.  They  will  miss  the  criticisms  of  the  Yotarist  Adreon. 
Hence  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maryland  has  no  Report  on  Correspondence 
this  year. 

Before  t!ie  j)ublicatlon  of  the  minutes,  of  which  the  above  is  a  part,  Sir 
Adreon,  the  courteous,  gentle,  chivalric  and  magnanimous  knight  and  christian 
gentleman  has  doffed  his  armor,  crossed  the  turbid  waters  of  the  Jordan  of 
death,  and  sat  down  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  Peace  to  his  ashes,  and  may  the 
comforting  grace  of  the  Master  soothe  the  sorrow  and  assuage  the  grief  of  his 
dear  ones  left  behind.  We  mingle  our  tears  with  those  of  our  Fraters  of  Mary- 
land. 

We  also  copy  the  following,  being  the  last  utterances  as  a  Reporter  of  our 
valued  friend.  We  trust  this  voice  from  the  grave  will  heal  the  wounded  sensi- 
bilities of  our  Louisiana  Frat«rs,  as  well  as  rebuke  their  uncalled  for  senstiveness 
the  friendly  criticism: 

Sir  Adreon,  Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence,  read  the  following 
report: 
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To  the  Orand  Commander,  Officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Maryland: 

Fbatebs  :  Since  onr  last  Assembly  I  have  been  f ailing^  in  health,  until  at  last 
I  am  forced  to  place  in  your  hand  my  resignafcion}as  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Correspondenee.  I  loved  the  work;  I  loved  the  splendid  corps  of  gentle- 
men who,  as  the  spokesmen  of  their  several  jurisdictions,  composed  the  well- 
known  Board  of  Mutuals.  The  reading  of  their  reports  was  to  me  an  intel- 
lectual feast  that  never  tired  me;  bat  from  which  1  always  arose  with  new 
ideas,  pleasant  thooghts,  and  with  renewed  energy  for  and  pride  in  the  Grand 
Order  of  which  we  formed  a  part.  As  I  write,  the  pecaliarities  of  style,  the 
eloquence  of  thought,  the  purity  of  sentiment  and  diction,  the  broad  catho- 
licity of  spirit,  the  kindly  tone,  the  warm  grasp  of  the  invisible  hand,  the  ring- 
ing, hearty  laugh  and  cheering  words  of  that  band  of  true  gentlemen  and 
brothers,  each  and  all,  one  after  one,  in  due  order  pass  like  the  forms  on  Ban- 
qno*s  mystic  glass . 

In  bidding  them  farewell, 

"  A  feeling  of  sadness  comes  o'er  mo 
That  is  not  akin  to  pain. 
And  resembles  sorrow  only 
As  the  mist  resembles  rain." 

To  you.  Sir  Knights,  who  have  honored  mo  so  long  with  your  friendship, 
year  counsel  and  assistance,  I  have  no  words  to  express  my  gratitude  and  esteem, 
We  have  worked  side  by  side  together  in  the  days  gone  by,  and  that  fellowship, 
that  comradeship,  whilst  working  for  the  advancement  of  our  noble  Order,  has 
bound  us  with  hoops  of  steel  each  to  the  other,  forever  and  forever. 

With  the  exception  of  the  unfortunate  misunderstanding  with  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Louisiana,  I  leave  you  with  Maryland  in  knightly  accord  and 
fraternal  correspondence  with  every  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere;  and  permit  me  here,  for  the  first  and  last  time,  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  our  relations  with  Louisiana. 

Since  writing  the  words  that  gave  so  much  offence  to  our  Louisiana  Fraters, 
I  have  never  until  now  spoken  or  been  asked  to  speak  upon  the  subject.  The 
first  communication  from  them  was  to  Sir  Knight  Schultz,  their  Representa- 
tive. He  promptly  and  ably  represented  the  case  in  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Maryland,  who  at  once  passed  a  resolution  disclaiming  any  intention  to 
affront.  This  was  not  considered  satisfactory,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  by 
them  severing  all  intercourse  between  the  two  Jurisdictions.  All  this  could 
have  been  avoided  by  their  simply  calling  my  attention  to  the  offensive  criti- 
cism. It  would  have  been  at  once  recalled,  and  an  assurance  given  that  it  did 
not  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  writer  or  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  he  repre- 
sented. But,  as  I  have  said  above,  no  request  to  say  one  word  was  made  by  my 
Grand  Commander,  and  certainly  none  was  asked  of  me  by  Louisiana. 

Fraters  of  Maryland  and  Louisiana,  I  do  not  wish  that  this  should  be  so. 
Unsolicited  by  my  Commandery,  unasked  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Loui- 
siana, I  stand  between  the  two  Jurisdictions  and  recall  the  words  that  gave 
offence.  I  intended  to  affront  or  wound  no  Sir  Knight  of  Louisiana;  hastily, 
crudely,  the  words  were  thrown  together  and  went  forth  on  their  mission  of 
discord  and  wrath.  A  word  once  uttered  can  never  be  recalled — but  it  can  be 
regretted;  it  can  be  apologized  for.  I  here  do  both,  and  trust  that  in  the  fu- 
tnre  Maryland  and  Louisiana,  forgetting  the  past,  may  press  forward  side  by 
side  in  advancing  the  banners  of  the  Temple  to  still  higher  and  more  exalted 
places,  until  at  last,  having  put  all  things  under  her  with  intelligence,  culture 
and  education  for  her  handmaidens,  with  bigotry,  superstition  and  intolerance 
writhing  in  mortal  wounds  at  her  feet,  they  may  side  by  side,  in  that  great  Ar- 
magedon  of  the  future,  lift  their  blood-stained  swords  and  salate  the  banner  of 
the  Temple,  flashing  and  glowing  in  the  sunlight  of  victory.  With  these  hopes 
for  the  future,  and  believing  it  to  be  the  grand  culmination  of   all  for  which 
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the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  instituted,  I  bid  you.  as  your  correspondent,  dear 
Fratera  of  Maryland,  a  "heart-warm,  fond  adieu." 

Courteously  and  fraternally,  Wm.  Tew.  xVdeeox. 

Proceedings  local.     No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  C.  S.  Isaacs  is  Grand  Commander;    Sir  Clms.  T.    Sisco,  CJraud   Recorder; 
Sir  F.  J,  S.  Gorgas,  Correspondent. 


MASSACHUSETTS     AND     RHODE     IS  LAN  D  -1  «  8  fi  . 

Semi-annual  Conclave  at  Boston,  May  27th.  A  full  attendance.  The  Grand 
Commander's  Address  is  short,  and  confined  to  local  matters.  Vroceedings 
without  general  interest. 

The  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  same  place  October  28,  which  was  also  well 
attended.  We  note  these  facts  as  indicating  a  lively  interest  in  the  Order  in 
that  Jurisdiction,  which  is  so  different  from  ours. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  full  resume  of  all  matters  of  interest 
to  his  command  occurring  during  his  term  of  office.  His  dispensations  were 
wisely  granted  and  his  decisions  in  accord  with  the  law.  The  Grand  Recorder, 
Sir  A.  F.  Chapman,  presented  a  very  short  Report  on  Correspondence,  briefly 
noticing  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies.  Mississippi  for  1884 
among  the  number.  He  snys:  *'At  the  outset  a  discourse  of  about  4,850  words 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Grand  Prelate,  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  This  is 
in  accordance  with  a  regulation  of  the  Grand  Commandery." 

Our  recollection  is  that  the  rule  does  not  prescribe  4,850  wonlsas  the  number 
to  be  used  by  the  Prelate  on  these  occasions. 

Sir  Geo.  H.  Burnham  is  Grand  (Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondence continued. 


N  E  W     H  A  M  P  S  H  I  R  E— 1  8  8  5. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  tlie  City  of  Concord,  Sep- 
tember 39.  Present:  Sir  Jno.  F.  Webster,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  P. 
Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder;  delegates)  from  nine  Subordinates;  many  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Address  is  a  short  but  concise  resume  of  his  official  acts.  His  dispensa- 
tions were  for  ligitimatx)  purposes.  We  find  several  references  to  permissions 
asked  and  given  for  Templar  Bodies  to  pass  from  one  Jurisdiction  to  another — 
all  of  which  is  ho^h/ 

Proceedings  local.  Sir  John  J.  Bell  presented  the  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, in  which  the  doings  of  thirty  Bodies  are  carefully  digested.  Mississippi 
for  1884  among  the  number. 

Sir  John  devotes  considerable  attention  to  us,  and  evidently  attributed  the 
•arnest  expression  of  our  honest  convictions  to  dyspepsia.  We  rise,  therefore, 
to  remark  that  the  disease  referred  to  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  our  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  devotion  there  is  ;n  the  average  Templar^s  heart  when 
attending  divine  service  "/n/w//  uniform.'"     Said  Templar  is  far  more  anxious  to 
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create  a  faTorable  impression  of  his  good  looks,  and  to  escape  the  mortifica- 
tion of  getting  his  "Trusty  Sword'*  entangled  with  his  legs  than  he  is  to  honor 
God.     Sir  Berry  knows  this   as  well  as  we^do,  and  he  hasn't  got  dyspepsia. 
D.  H.Woodward  Qrnud  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


NEW     J  E  R  S  E  Y— 1  886. 


Twenty-pevenlh  Annnnl  Convocation,  at  Trenton,  September  8.  Present: 
R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Thos.  W.  Tilden.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Re- 
corder; a  full  Staff,  a  long  list  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  Past  Grand 
Officers;  Representatives  from  fourteen  out  of  the  fifteen  Subordinate  Com- 
deries,  and  the  accredited  envoys  of  fifteen  Grand  Commanderies,  Mississippi 
among  the  number. 

This  large  and  general  attendance  at  Grand  Coramandery  shows  the  strong 
•vitality  of  the  Order  in  New  Jersey . 

The  Address  is  a  sensible  document,  as  the  following  clipping  abundantly 
proves : 

I  have  been  asked  to  grant  permission  to  Commanderies  of  thi^  Jurisdiction 
to  pass  into  the  territory  of  sister  Jurisdictions,  and  for  Commanderies  to  pass 
within  the  borders  of  oar  Jurisdiction. 

While  I  have  always  granted  these  permissions  cheerfully,  I  have  felt  that 
this  custom  of  asking  permission  to  pass  from  one  Jurisdiction  to  another  hRS 
become  ridiculously  absurd,  is  a  tax  upon  the  time  and  patience  of  those  in 
official  position,  and  has  nothing  to  recommend  its  continuance,  and  I  suggest 
that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  Jersey  adopt  a  resolution  abolishing  the 
necessity  of  asking  or  granting  permissions  of  this  character,  and  extending  a 
cordial  invitation  to  any  body  of  Knights  Templar  to  visit  this  Jurisdiction 
whenever  and  as  often  as  they  feel  disposed  to  do  so. 

Of  all  the  stupid  nonsense  that  has  been  exhibited  in  Templar  intercourse, 
this  custom  takes  the  palm  for  senseless  gush.  We  note  with  much  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Grand  Commander  was  sustained  in  his  estimate  of  this  Quixotic 
absurdity.  May  the  sentiment  grow  and  spread  until  we  shall  hear  no  more 
of  the  "tniYMiOTi"  of  this  or  that  Jurisdiction. 

Proceedings  local. 

R.*.  £.'.  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel  submitted  the  F.  C.  Report,  in  which  the  minutes 
of  thirty  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  reviewed,  Mississippi  for  1884  among 
the  number. 

He  copies  some  of  our  fulminations,  but  does  not  endorse  or  dissent  from 
them.     The  chip  is  there;  if  you  don't  like  it,  knock  it  off. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  Sir  Chas.  that  our  name  is  Enoch  Geo.;  not  "  E.  S."  as 
he  has  it. 

We  trust  our  fraters  of  New  Jersey  are  not  incensed  at  us  on  account  of  our 
retort  courteous  to  Sir  Edwards  in  1884.  As  that  doughty  Knight  has  retired 
from  the  field,  we  assume  that  he  is  horx  dn  combat — knocked  out  in  the  first 
round. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  J.  H.  Ackerman  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  F. 
C.  continued. 
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NEW     Y  O  R  K— 1  885. 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  was  held  at  Rochester,  October  13;  Sir  Peter 
Forrester,  as  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Rob*t  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander  announced  that,  owing  to  serious  illness,  the 
Grand  Commander  was  unable  to  attend.  A  telegram  of  sympathy  was  there- 
upon sent  him. 

The  Address  is  a  resume  of  his  official  acts,  and  is  mostly  local  in  its  refer- 
ences. 

From  his  *•  Decisions,"  we  clip  the  following: 

Ans. — It  cannot:  the  applicant  must  proceed  as  at  first;  twelve  months'  ab- 
sence being  the  limit,  as  per  Article  2d,  Section  22,  amended  in  1877. 

Can  a  Sir  Knight  in  good  standing  be  suspended  by  the  Commandery  in 
consequence  of  having  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  by  either 
Lodge  or  Chapter  ?  and.  Is  the  Commandery  compelled  to  suspend  a  Sir  Knight 
when  official  notice  of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  given  by  the 
Chapter  to  the  Commandery  ? 

Being  very  ill  at  the  time,  I  referred  this  matter  to  Right  Eminent  Sir 
Charles  Roome,  Acting  Grand  Master,  whose  decision  is  herewith  annexed: 

"  The  whole  case  is  simple  when  we  take  into  consideration  our  own  statutes 
and  the  code  of  the  Grand  Encampment';  and  the  matter  will  be  made  clear  if 
we  reflect  that  such  suspension  as  will  deprive  a  brother  or  companion  of  his 
Masonic  rights,  must  be  for  some  Masonic  offense  greater  than  non-payment 
of  dues;  neither  Grand  Lodge  nor  Grand  Chapter  can  make  a  law  binding  upon 
us  which  imposed  the  same  penalty  for  a  neglect  as  for  a  crime,  nor  can  it  be 
argued  that  unaffiliation  is  such  an  offense  against  Masonic  law  as  the  violation 
of  the  moral  or  civil  law.  We  freely  admit  that  every  Mason  ought  to  be  a 
member  of  a  Lodge  and  contribute  to  its  expenses,  but  we  do  not  and  cannot 
admit  for  one  moment  that  any  greater  x>oti&lty  c^n  be  administered  to  a  de- 
linquent for  dues  than  a  deprivation  of  membership,  which  cannot  be  accepted 
as  affecting  his  Templar  standing." 

"  The  whole  case  is  "  complex  in  the  light  of  the  above,  when  we  consider 
the  fact  that  when  we  take  away  the  mud-sills  of  a  building  it  will  be  lial51e  to 
tumble  down  about  our  ears.  It  occurs  to  us  as  a  sensible  proposition  that 
whenever  a  Templar  is  from  any  cause  not  under  the  tongue  of  good  report,  is 
suspended  from  his  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  he  has  no  business 
in  a  higher  Body  (so-called)  among  those  who  are  debarred  by  their  obliga- 
tions from  Masonic  intercourse  or  conversation  with  him.  We  have  a  lively 
respect  for  the  author  of  the  decision  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Templar,  but  very 
little  for  his  deliverance  on  this  subject.  We  regret,  however,  to  say  that  the 
Grand  Commandery  endorsed  the  heresy. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  healthy  and  vigorous,  financially  and  otherwise. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  our  venerable  friend. 
Sir  John  W.  Simons,  and  notices  briefly,  but  courteously,  the  transations  of 
twenty -nine  Templar  Bodies;  Mississippi  for  1885  receiving  her  quota  of  con- 
sideration. 

Sir  Peter  Forrester  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  same 
as  before. 


O  H  I  0—1  8  8  5. 

Forty -third  Annual  at  Cleveland,  October  8. 

Owing  to  illness  in  his  family,  the  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Eli  Fasold,  was 
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absent,  aod  V/.  E.*.    Deputy  Grnnd  Commander,  Sir  Chns.  E.  Stanley,  pre- 
sided. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  a  carefally  prepared  paper,  being  an 
epitome  of  his  official  acts  during  the  year.  He  reports  a  net  increase  iu 
the  membership  in  Ohio  of  one  hundred  and  forty.  lie  granted  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes,  save  one  to  a  Pennsylvania 
Commandery  to  *'  invade  our  jurisdiction  *  *." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  they  did  not  attack  any  Ohio  windmills  after  the  manner 
of  their  illustrious  progenitor,  Don  Quixote  I)e  Im.  Mancha. 

He  refused  several  applications  to  make  a  show  of  the  Order  at  General 
Grant's  funeral,  which  is  as  eminently  wise  and  proper. 

It  seems  they  are  having  a  small  tempest  up  there  anent  "clandestine  Ma- 
sonry ,*"  nearly  a  score  of  the  members  of  one  Commandery  being  indicted  and 
tried  in  a  batch,  the  Grand  Commander  presiding. 

Again,  in  Grand  Commandery,  charges  and  specifications  were  presented 
against  the  Rev.  Hy  D.  Moore,  editor  of  the  Masonic  }ievicn\  for  conduct  unbe- 
C3miug  a  Knight  Templar.  The  charge  is  defaming  the  character  of  a  Knight 
Templar  who  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  The  specifications  are 
clippings  from  the  September  number  of  the  JicvieWy  and  abound  in  left-handed 
fraternal  flings  at  the  aforesaid. 

The  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  cominitteo,  to  report  at  next 
Conclave.     We  hope  peace  may  be  restored. 

What  the  nature  of  the  "Clandestine''  bugbear  is  we  cr4nnot  ascertain  from 
the  proceedings,  but  infer  it  is  some  appendage  of  the  A.  &>  A.  Scottish  Rite*, 
which  is  nothing  if  not  grandiloquent. 

The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  financially  and  otherwise,  in  Ohio. 

Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  as  usual,  presented  a  characteristically  good  report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  the  minutes  of  twenty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies 
are  reviewed;  Mississippi  not  of  the  immber.  We  regret  this;  Carbon  and 
Ohio  are  heavy  losers  by  it,  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Sir  Chas.  E.  Stanley  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspon- 
dence continued. 


T  E  X  A  S— 1  8  y  r, . 

The  Thirty -second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  city  of  Paris,  April  16. 
Present:  Sir  N.  W.  Hunter.  V.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander;  Sir  R.  Brews- 
ter, Grand  Recorder;  most  of  the  staff,  and  the  Representatives  of  eighteen 
Subordinates. 

Owing  to  affliction,  the  Grand  Commander,  Sir  J.  P.  Harrison,  was  unable 
to  attend,  and  the  V.*.  E.*.  Deputy  presided.  In  this  connection,  we  quote  as 
follows: 

v.*.  E/.  DEPUTY    OBAND    COMMANDEB'S    ADDBKSS. 

Officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  TtTa»: 

Once  agitin  we  meet  in  Annual  Conclave  to  renew  our  vows  and  mark  the 
progress  of  the  past  year. 
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Many  familiar  faces  greet  uie,  but  there  is  one  who  of  right  shoald  Atand 
where  I  now  »tand  and  address  you  in  person.  I  allude  to  oar  R  *.  £  *.  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  Knight  J.  P.  Harrisou,  whom  the  loving  hand  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  sorely  chastened,  thoagh  yet  mercifully  spared  to  his  family  and  his 
fraters.  On  the  16th  of  November,  1884.  while  apparently  in  good  health,  at 
his  home  in  Hoaston,  Texas,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and  for  months 
lay  prostrate,  nnable  to  help  himself:  yet  now  liis  condition  has  so  improved 
tiiat  while  able  to  be  about,  yet  he  is  unable  to  transact  any  business;  but  in 
time  I  hope,  and  you  all  will  heartily  join  in  the  prayer,  that  he  may  entirely 
recover. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  1  have  received  the  following  letter  from  him, 
viz: 

OfFICK    OF(ii:\.Nl)    CoMM^MiKK    K.".    T.*.  OF    TEIAR,         ) 

lioisroN.  Texas,  April  11,  1885.  ) 

Sir  N.  W.  JIunter,  Deputy  (irund  Couunaude,'  K.'.  T.'.  of  2excw,  Dallas: 

Deab  Sib  and  Frater — Until  within  tlie  past  few  days  it  had  been  my  wish 
and  intention  to  be  present  at  tlie  Conclave  of  the  (irand  Commandery  of 
Texas,  to  be  held  this  month  at  Paris,  but  1  tind  my  Iiealth  has  not  sufficiently 
improved  to  permit  me  to  take  the  trip  and  endure  the  fatigues  incident  thereto, 
wherefore  I  write  to  ask  if  you  will  kindly  present  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Texas, 
and  particularly  to  tlie  members  of  ihe  (nand  Commandery,  my  kindest  re- 
gards and  knightly  greetings. 

It  would  be  my  greatest  pleasure  to  be  with  you  then,  but  since  Providence 
has  ordained  it  otherwise,  I  can  but  accept  the  inevitable  and  remain  here  with 
the  consoling  hope  that  my  health  will  soon  be  entirely  recovered,  and  permit 
me  to  participate  with  you  again  in  3  our  deliberations. 

Fraternally  yours,  etc., 

J.  P.  Hariiisi»n,  Grand  Commander. 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  was  this  one: 

On  April  14th  I  granted  a  dispensation  lo  Fannin  <  ommandery,  No.  17,  to 
appear  in  public  at  Victoria  to  assist  in  the  cererjiony  of  the  dedication  of  a 
cemetery  in  that  city. 

AVe  wonder  what  "occasion"  will  be  ?iext  seized  upon  by  our  parading  breth- 
ren? 

The  v.".  E.*.  Dex)uty  also  submiCted  a  report  of  his  own  stewardship  while 
acting  as  Grand  Commander,  which  is  full,  clear  and  explicit.  We  find  nothing 
in  his  rulings  to  object  lo,  as  'they  were  made  under  the  obligation  of  laws 
which  he  felt  bound  to  enforce. 

Much  space  is  occupied  with  references  to  those  useless  appendages  known  as 
Grand  Representatives.  They  are  -.ometimes  ornamental,  but  never  aseful 
that  we  wot  of. 

Order  healthy.  The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Wm.  T. 
Uardenbrook,  and  reviews  the  transitctions  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies;  Mis- 
sissippi for  1884  among  the  number. 

We  feel  grateful  for  the  attention  f>aid  .\Iississi])pi  by  the  reviewer,  in  de- 
voting about  three  square  inches  to  us.  Possibly  they  are  afflicted  with  irape- 
cuniosity,  same  as  we  are,  and  are  compelled  to  be  brief. 

Sir  N.  W.  Hunter  is  R.".  E.*.  Grand  Commander:  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand 
Recorder;  Sir  John  C.  McCoy,  F.  C. 


T  E  N  N  E  S  S  K  E  -18  8  .5  . 
The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chattanooga,  May 
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12.     Present:  R.\  E/.  Sir  Gid.  R.  Gwynne,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Morton  B. 
Howell,  Grand  Recorder;  thirteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  is  a  short,  but  well-written  and  readable  production.  We  com- 
mend the  following  extract  to  the  careful  consideration  of  whom  it  may  con- 
cern: 

INTKMPEBANCK    AND    PBOFANITT. 

With  regret  amounting  to  shame  it  becomes  my  duty  to  dkll  the  attention  of 
this  Grand  Body  to  these  unlawful,  irreverent  and  unknightly  habits.  I  am 
surprised  that  any  Knight  Templar  could  take  upon  himself  the  solemn  vow 
of  our  Order,  pass  through  its  impressive  ceremonies,  and  going  forth  into  the 
world  pledged  to  the  defense  of  our  holy  religion,  visit  the  Baloon| and  take  the 
name  of  God  upon  his  lips  in  any  other  way  than  with  the  deepest  reverence. 

It  is  a  forfeiture  of  good  manners,  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  laud,  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  our  Order,  and  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  God.  I  hope 
for  the  honor  of  Knighthood  we  will  foreveq  put  the  stamp  of  condemnation 
upon  these  unmasonic  practices. 

Under  the  head  of  "Desultory,"  in  the  minutes  we  find  an  account  of  a  com- 
plimentary banquet  tendered  the  Grand  by  the  local  Commandery.  Among 
other  and  infinitely  better  things  on  the  tables  were ''Amontillado  and  Mumm'a 
Extra  Dry."     Sir  Howell  remarks: 

After  these  came  volunteer  toasts  from  various  Sir  Knights,  and  appropriate 
responses,  and  about  11  o'clock  the  company  dispersed  all  pleased  and  perhaps 
profited. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  profit  to  participants  in  ^champagne  sup- 
pers is  extremely  meagre.  After  the  little  temperance  speech  above  quoted 
from  the  Grind  Commander's  address  we  think  his  presence  at  an  entertain- 
ment where  such  bountifuT  provision  had  been  made  to  fuddle  people's  brains, 
tangle  their  legs  and  make  fools  of  them  generally,  was,  to  say  the  least,  of 
questionable  propriety.  We  are  perfectly  well  aware  that  the  cry  will  be  raised 
that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  temperate  use  and  the  abuse  of  these 
things.  This  we  are  free  to  admit;  but  there  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
men  who  know  no  middle  ground ;  with  whom  one  glass  of  champagne  means 
the  gutter.  Line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept  will  accomplish  nothing 
without  an  example  of  abstinence  is  given.  If  we  wish  our  preaching  to  profit 
our  hearers,  we  must  ourselves  practice  v.hat  we  preach.  No  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  ever  placed  wine  upon  its  banqueting  tables  without  doing 
violence  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  Order.  The  mission  of  our  Order  and 
that  of  "Mumm's  Extra  Dry"  have  nothing  in  common.  The  former  is  de- 
i  signed  to  elevate  and  mak3  men  holier,  hippier  and  better — to  make  them 

useful  and  respected  members  of  society;  the  latter,  to  degrade  them  to  the 
level  of  brute  beasts,  unfit  them  for  anything  noble  or  good,  and  prepare  them 
for  and  plunge  them  into  hell.     Hence  the  wider  the  separation  between  Temp- 
\  ^  lars  and  this  popular  beverage,  the  better. 

We  say,  in  all  courtesy,  candor  and  kindness,  to  Templars  everywhere,  either 
quit  making  temperance  speeches,  or  else  quit  drinking  yourselves.  We  had 
just  as  lief  get  drunk  on  Jersey  lightning  as  upon  Mumm*s  Dry.  The  moral 
turpitude  of  the  act  is  the  same,  and  the  example  to  others  equally  repre- 
hensible. 

Preceedings  local.      The   Report  en   Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Morton  B. 


r« 
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Howell;  covers  100  pages,  and  digests  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar 
world  in  his  usual  style,  Mississippi  for  18S4  receiving  her  quota  of  attention. 
We  are  sorrjr  to  say  that  we  are  not  fully  restored,  Sir  Howell,  but  are  none  the 
less  grateful  for  your  kind  wishes.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  Sir  H/s  illness 
was  of  so  short  duration.  Hereafter  we  shall  abstain  from  sympathizing  with 
you,  sir,  until  you  have  been  sick  one  whole  day  at  least. 

R.".  E.-.  Jno.  B.  Nicklin,  Grand  Commander;   Sir  W.   F.  Foster,  Grand  Re- 
corder; Sir  M.  B.  Howell,  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


VERMONT— 18  85. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Burlington,  June  9th.  Present:  Sir 
Thad.  M:  Chapman,  Deputy  and  acting  Grand  Commander;  W.  C.  Bradbury, 
Grand  Recorder;  most  of  the  Grand  Officers;  sundry  Past  Grands,  Past  Emi- 
nent Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Commanier  was  kept  away  by  the  illness  of  a  beloved  child,  but 
sent  his  Address,  which  was  an  eloquently  sensible  paper.  Death  seems  to  have 
been  busy  in  the  ranks  of  our  Vermont  Fraters,  and  the  Grand  Commander 
pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  memory  of  the  fallen.  May  they  rest  in 
peace  until  the  morniug  of  the  resurrection,  and  then  ascend  to  the  "  better 
land." 

We  find  the  following  in  the  Address,  and  copy  the  entire  paragraph,  because 
we  like  its  fraternal  spirit  and  good  advice: 

FBATERNAli   COKBESPONDENOE. 

One  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  is  the  refjular 
receipt  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Commanderies;  those  who  have 
never  read  and  studied  them  cannot  appreciate  the  loss  one  will  feel  to  relin- 
quish them. 

The  growth  and  development  of  our  Order  is  to  me  a  pleasant  study;  the 
plans  adopted  for  increasing  interest;  the  building  up  of  different  Jurisdictions 
and  the  diffusion  of  Masonic  principles,  are  worthy  of  our  attention. 

The  ability  of  Grand  Commanders  and  Grand  Correspondents  displayed  in 
Addresses  and  reports,  the  opinions  of  those  learned  in  Masonic  law  and  lore, 
furnish  rich  food  for  the  Masonic  mind. 

Fair  and  honest  criticism  on  addresses,  reports  and  doings  of  other  bodies 
are  like  the  mirror  :  It  is  the  ''  gif tie  gie  us,  to  see  ourselves  as  others 
see  us." 

There  is  a  ripple  now  and  then  upon  the  surface,  caused  by  the  too  caustic 
hit  of  a  keen  reviewer,  and  the  over-sensitiveness  of  the  mark.  It  has  become 
a  dashiug  wave  in  one  instance,  sadly  to  be  regretted.  Louisiana,  indignant  at 
what  many  would  consider  a  joke,  has  resorted  to  the  severe  and  ultimate  act  of 
declaring  non-intercourse  with  Maryland,  because  of  a  pungent  expression  in 
its  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  because,  after  disclaiming  any  insult,  it  would 
not  retract  the  words. 

The  gifted  Reporter  of  Iowa,  justly  proud  of  his  Masonic  record,  has  taken 
offence  at  what  we  know  our  genial  Reporter  only  intended  as  a  bit  of  pleas- 
antry. 

If  Sir  Guilbert  could  see  Sir  Fisher,  all  thought  of  an  insult  would  vanish.  I 
recommend  that  Sir  Fisher  send  him  his  protograph.  No  one  could  look  upon 
that  good-natured  countenance  and  think  for  a  moment  that  he  would  inten- 
tionally do  him  an  injury. 
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Sir  Fisher  should  have  his  name  printed  upon  the  photograph,  for  any  of  his 
writings  might  justly  be  looked  upon  as  an  insult  by  those  unfamiliar  with  his 
hieroglyphics. 

In  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  Grand  Commandery,  I  have  run  the  gauntlet  of 
the  reviewers,  but  have  no  personal  grievance.  Every  criticism  has  ben  ac- 
ceptable, and  often  more  just  than  many  of  the  compliments.  As  we  look 
down  the  line  and  see  at  the  head  two  veteran  Masons,  learned  in  the  princi- 
ples and  law  of  every  grade  of  Masonry ;  the  Knights  of  culture  and  Masonic 
lore;  the  genial,  brotiierly  reviewers,  whose  character  is  an  example,  command- 
ing the  respect  of  all;  the  sparkling  wit;  the  writer  whose  pen  is  sharper  than 
H  two-edged  sword;  the  dyspeptic  critic,  and  Kniglit  after  Knight  armed  to 
the  teeth  with  bristling  quills— it  has  no  terrors  for  us;  the  run  will  do  us  good, 
and  from  them  all  we  are  sure  to  get  what  we  deserve;  but  members  of  the 
guild,  allow  a  suggestion.  In  matters  purely  local  be  sparing  in  criticism;  in 
matters  personal  be  careful  not  to  wound;  in  matters  of  Masonic  law  and  usage 
be  sure  }ou  are  right  before  entering  the  contest; 

"  But  being  in, 
Bear  it  tliut  the  opposer  may  beware  of  thee." 

Let  the  sharpness  of  your  arrows  and  the  force  with  which  they  are  thrown, 
be  tempered,  so  far  as  you  can  judge,  by  the  character  of  him  at  whom  it  is 
aimed,     yever  use  a  poisoned  arrow. 

We  sincerely  trust  that  our  past  record  as  a  correspondent  is  in  consonance 
with  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  above.     Such  has  been  our  desire. 

Financially  Vermont  is  about  on  a  par  with  us — $3.82  in  the  Treasury,  and 
mileage  of  delegates  to  be  paid.  Misery  loves  company,  but  notwithstanding 
we  are  sorry  for  our  brethren.     They  are  all  right  in  other  respects. 

Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Fred.  S.  Fisher  prepared  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  most  of 
tho  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed  in  his  usual  courteous  and  thorough  style.  Sir 
Fisher  devotes  considerable  space  to  our  Proceedings  of  1884,  says  some  very 
flattering  things  about  your  Committee,  which  we  certamly  appreciate  most 
highly.  He  makes  an  admirable  and  interesting  report,  much  of  which  would 
adorn  these  pages,  but  our  space  for  Vermont  is  full. 

Sir  Thad.  M.  Chapman,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Fraternal 
Correspondence  same  as  before. 


W  EST     V  I  R  G  I  X  I  A— 1  884. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Wheeling,  May  14.  R/.  E.'.  Sir  C.  F. 
Scott  presiding  as  Grand  Commander;  Sir  G.  F.  Irvine,  Grand  Recorder.  We 
copy  from  the  minutes: 

*'The  Grand  Commander  was  not  present,  nor  was  any  letter  from  him  ex- 
planatory of  his  absence,  or  report  of  his  official  transactions  during  the  year 
last  preceding,  presented  before  the  Grand  Commandery."  In  addition,  we 
note  that  neither  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo,  Grand 
Prelate  or  Grand  Junior  Warden  were  present.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  C.  F.  Scott,  Grand  Commander. 
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WEST     VIRGINI  A— 18S5. 

Eleventh  Annual  was  held  in  Chnrlestown,  May  13.  PreBent:  V.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Will  H.  Riggs,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander,  on  acooant  of  severe  illness  in  his  family,  was  una- 
ble to  attend.  His  Address  was,  however,  which  is  about  the  shortest  we  have 
ever  seen.  However,  as  it  contains  all  the  R.\  E.".  had  to  say,  and  as  he  ex- 
presses  himself  clearly,  we  shall  not  complain. 

Proceedings  local.     No  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 

Sir  Will  H.  Riggs  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  F.  Irvine,  Grand  Recorder, 


W  I  S  C  O  N  S  I  N— 1  8  8  r> . 


Tlie  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Milwaukee,  October  13; 
R.*.  E.\  Geo.  H.  Benzenberg,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  W.  Laflin,  Grand 
Recorder. 

Our  eminent  friend, Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  of  Michigan,  (irand  Captain-General 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  present,  and  was  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, in  a  nice  little  speech. 

In  his  response.  Sir  Hugh  defines  the  ideal  Ttraplar,  from  the  text,  "  Kvfry 
true  Sir  Knight  is  born,  not  dubbed^  not  created.^' 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this,  and  that  our  rolls  are  somewhat  cumbered 
with  spurious  articles  is  no  less  a  fact. 

The  Address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  and  lit- 
erary merit,  particularly  to  our  Wisconsin  f raters.  He  touchingly  and  elo- 
quently alludes  to  the  fraternal  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions,  and 
pays  just  tribute  to  their  memory  and  virtues.  He  reports  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  Order  there  as  being  satisfactory,  and  makes  some  very  sensible 
observations  and  suggestions  in  the  direction  of  a  continuance  of  this  state  of 
affairs.  His  decisions  are  sound,  and  his  dispensing  prerogative  was  wisely 
exercised. 

Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Knight  Swain  prepared  the  Review,  and  opens  it  with  this  observation: 
*'  We  present  our  third  report  for  the  consideration  and  indulgence  of  our 
brethren.  If  it  pleases  them,  we  shall  rejoice;  and  if  it  displeases  them,  we 
shall  consider  it  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  have  read  it,  and  thus  refuted 
the  slander  that  no  one  ever  reads  a  report  on  Correspondence." 

Attached  to  this  '*  opening  "  is  an  admirable  report,  in  which  the  doings  of 
nearly  all  the  Grand  Templar  Bodies  are  courteously  reviewed. 

We  regret  that  our  pamphlet  failed  to  reach  him,  by  reason  of  which  we  are 
left  out  in  the  cold. 

We  also  regret  that  circumstances  prevent  our  copying  largely  from  Sir 
Swain's  report. 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  Committee  continued.        , 


CONCLUSION. 
We  have  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  transactions  of  such  Grand  Commanderies 
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as  we  have  received.  The  change  from  May  to  February  of  conrse  materially 
shortened  the  current  Templar  year,  and  will  also  account  for  the  absence  of 
many  Grand  Bodies  from  this  report,  whose  proceedings  are  not  yet  out,  or,  at 
least,  have  not  been  delivered. 

From  an  examination  of  those  we  received,  we  infer  that  in  most  of  the 
world,  the  Order  is  enjoying  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity. 

There  is  considerable  discussion  yet  as  to  the  utility  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, but  we  think  a  large  majority  of  the  sober,  sensible  and  level-headed 
among  us  would  be  glad  to  have  the  excrescence  removed.  The  friends  of  the 
concern  are  those  whose  ideas  seldom  extend  higher  than  a  dress  parade  and  a 
champagne  supper.  Of  course  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this,  but  the  ma- 
jority is  as  stated. 

The  Trinitarian  matter  is  gradually  dropping  out  of  sight,  which  we  regret. 
If  the  Grand  Encampment  ever"  could  be  induced  to  do  anything  to  benefit 
the  Institution,  the  settlement  of  this  question  would  be  a  good  deed  to  do. 

If  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  Chris 
tian  virtues  is  a  proper  place  for  agnostics,  atheists,  infidels  and  other  fools, 
it  will  be  as  well  to  let  those  who  have  a  regard  for  the  Master  and  His  religion 
know  the  fact.  Consistency  is  a  rare  jewel,  and  in  our  economy  is  unknown. 
There  is  about  ns  much  assimilation  between  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Order  and  its  daily  walk  and  conversation  as  there  is  between  chalk  and 
charcoal. 

The  question  ns  to  the  propriety  of  cutting  loose  from  Masonry  is  being  agi- 
tated to  some  extent.  It  seems  to  us  that  a  modicum  of  the  stability  and 
respectability  of  the  Institution  results  from  its  connection  with  that  most 
ancient  and  honorable  of  all  human  societies. 

Take  away  the  halo  thrown  around  Templary  by  its  connection  with  Masonry 
and  it  would  soon  drop  to  the  level  of  those  other  orders  of  knighthood,  of 
which  the  woods  are  full.  No  doubt  there  are  some  among  us  who  would  be 
glad  to  eliminate  everything  but  the  uniform,  drill  and  dress  parade. 

AVe  are  glad  to  note  the  absence  of  the  usual  allowance  of  dispensations 
permitting  Commanderies  to  parade  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions. 

As  a  finish,  permit  us  to  crave  your  indulgence  for  the  faults  and  imperfec- 
tions of  this  report.  It  has  been  written  under  many  difficulties  and  unfavor- 
able conditions;  chief  among  these  has  been  our  continued  ill-health. 

God  has  been  better  to  us  than  we  deserved,  or  we  should  have  long  since 
been  taken  out  of  the  world. 

Such  as  it  is,  we  submit  it,  humbly  invoking  the  blessing  of  Heaven  upon 
each  of  you  and  upon  all  regular  Templars,  wheresoever  dispersed. 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  G.  DeLAP. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama ". .  Wm.  G.  Little Mobile. 

Arkansas Imnbs  O.  Adams Pine  Bluflf. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell Nevada. 

Colorado Datid  C.  Collikb Central. 

Connecticut Eli  C.  Bibdsey Meriden. 

Dakota L.  B.  Fbench Yankton. 

Georgia Felix  Corput Macon. 

Illinois James  Hawley Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana John  W.  Cbuft Terre  Haute. 

Iowa James  Mobton Cedar  Rapids. 

Kansas John  M.  Fbice Atchison. 

Kentucky John  S.  Ltle C'ovington. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DkGbange New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbummond Portland. 

Maryland John  Snowden  Tyson Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island Nicholas  Van  Slyck Providence. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Langley AViuona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Pball St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Alfbed  G.  Hastings Lincoln . 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Habbis Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Woolvkbton Trenton. 

New  York Gbobge  BabcocIc Troy . 

North  Carolina J.  W.  Hunteb Winston. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Bijechneb Youngstowu. 

Pennsylvania John  Dusenbubg Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howell. Nashville. 

Texas Henby  M.  Holmes , .  Austin. 

Vermont R.J.  Pilling Burlington. 

West  Virginia Thomas  M.  Dabbah Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Milton  D.  Babtlett Enu  Clare . 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI 


Alabama P.  M.  Saveby Baldwyn. 

Arkansas T.  G.  Bibohett Vicksburg. 

California John  K.  Fulson   Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbedabic  Speed Vicksbnrg. 

Connecticut Geo.  S.  Gbeen Jackson. 

Dakota Wm.  Pbiestuet Canton. 

Georgia G.  Y.  Fbeeman Jackson . 

Illinoiji Wm.  G.  Benbbook Natchez. 

Indiana J.  R.  McIntobh Meridian. 

Iowa Ja9.  T.  Meade Lexington. 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdon Port  Gibson. 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

Louisiana £.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine Fbank  Bubkitt Okolona. 

Maryland L.  B.  Mosbt Holly  Springs. 

Massachusetts  &.  Rhode  Island ....  Robebt  B.  Bbannin Aberdeen . 

Minnesota AVm.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri W.  P.  Towleb Grenada. 

Nebraska B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Gus.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

North  Carolina John  Geoboe Grenada. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania Matt.  F.  Abh Madison  Station. 

Tennessee Robebt  L.  Saundebs Jaoksgp. 

Texas Oliveb  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Powbb Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson . 

W^isconsin Jno.  A.  Dicks Natchez. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RFXORDERS. 


Alabama Daniel  Saybe Moutgomery. 

Arkansas James  A.  Henby Little  Rock. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell San  Francisco. 

Colorado Ed.  C  Pabmelee Georgtown. 

Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeled Hartford. 

Dakota B.  M.  Rowley Huron. 

Georgia 8.  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois GiLBEBT  W.  Babnabd Chicago. 

Indiana John  M  .  Bbamwell Indianapolis. 

Iowa John  C.  Pabish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lobenzo  D.  Cboninoeb Covington. 

Louisiana Righabd  Lambekt ^'ew  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bebby Portland. 

Maryland Chas.  T.  Sisco Baltimore. 

Massachtsetts  and  R.  Island.. .  Alfbed  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand    Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Piebson St.  Paul 

Mississippi ". .  J.  L.  Powies Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  Beohtel Trenton. 

New  York Robebt  Macoy .' .  New  York. 

North  Carolina James  * '.  Munds Wilmington. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meyeb Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Wilbub  Fosteb Nashville. 

Texas Robebt  Bbewsteb Houston. 

Vermont W.  C.  Bbadbuby Vergennes. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.  Ibvine Wheeling. 

Wisco^isiu John  W.  Laflin Milwaukee. 

Gband  Encampment  U.  S. — Robert  E.  Withers,  Grand  Master.  Alexandria, 
Va.;  Theodore  8.  Purvin,  Grand  Recorder,  Iowa  City.  Next  Triennial  Grand 
Conclave,  at  St.  Louis,  third  Tuesday  in  September,  1886. 


FOREIGN    JURISDICTIONS. 


Convent  Genebal,  England- -H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master, 
London;  Hon.  Judge  J,  F.  H.  Townshend,  Arch  Chancellor,  30  Upper  Fitz  Wil- 
liam street  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Gbeat  Pbioby  of  England — Earl  of  Latham.  G.  C.  T.,  Great  Prior,  Carleton 
Club,  London;  Alex.  S.  Hill,  M.  P.,  Q.  C,  LL.  D.,  Grand  Chancellor,  London. 

Gbeat  Pbioby  or  Ibeland— H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Great  Prior, 
London;  John  A.  Baker,  K.  C.  T.,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Gbeat  Pbioby  op  Canada— W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C  T.,  St.  John* , 
Quebec;  Fleming  Rowland,  Grand  Chancellor,  Kingston.  Canada. 

Chapteb  Genebal  of  Scotland — Whyte  Melville,  Grand  Master,  Edinburg, 
Scotland;  Lindsay  MacKersey,  30  St.  David  street,  Edinburg. 
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DeMolay  Commandeby,  No.  8 — Return  of 19 

DiBD— in  1886 21 

DiMiTTED— in  1886 21 

DomoB  OF  Gband  Offiobbh — report  of  Committee  on 12 

Etebett,  T.  C— Tribute  to  memory  of 27 

Finance  Committee — report  of 13 

FbeeMan,  G.  Y. — (yommissioned  Grand  Representative  of  Georgia 9 

Gobdon,  John  H. — Address  of  as  Grand  Commander r> 

thanks  to 14 

Gband  Encampment — Triennial  Conclave  of 14 

Gband  Officebb — election  and  installation  of 14 

Gband  Refbebbntatives — appointment  of 7 

roll  of 62,  63 

Gbbnada  Commandeby,  No.  16 — Return  of 20 

Habpeb,  Sib  Thob.  J. — death  of  announced 7 

tribute  to  memory  of 13 

Memorial  page  to 2r> 

Holly  Spbingb  Commandeby,  No.  4 — delinquent  for  dues '.) 

Return  of ' 17 

Inbpeotobs  op  DrviflioNB — appointment  of 15 

Iyanhob  Commandeby,  No.  10 — Return  of 19 

Jubisdiotion — request  for  waiver  of  by  Mobile  Commandery 7 

Lkxington  Commandeby,  No.  3  —its  waiver  of  jurisdiction  to  8t.  Eliuo 

Commandery,  Memphis 11 

Return  of 17 

Magnolia  Commandeby,  No.  2 — delinquent  for  dues 9 

Return  of 16 

McDonald,  James  M. — tribute  to  memory  of 27 

Misaiasippi  Commandeby,  No.  1 — delinquent  for  dues 9 

return  of 16 
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Obdeb — report  of  Committee  on  existing  apathy  in 12 

Obdebs — conferred  in  1886 21 

Past  Gband  Opfioebs — in  attendance 4 

Reinstated— in  1886 21 

Bepobts — 

of  Committee  on  Credentials 4 

of  Grand  Commander 6 

of  Grand  Recorder 8 

of  Grand  Treasurer 10 

of  Sir  B.  A.  Vanghan,  Division  Inspector 10 

of  Committee  on  Templar  Law 11 

of  Committee  on  State  of  the  Order 12 

of  Committee  on  Appeals 12 

of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business 12 

of  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 12 

of  Committee  on  Deceased  Praters 13 

of  Finance  Committee 13 

Residenoe — of  applicants  for  Orders 11 

Retdbns — of  Commanderies  for  1885 16  20 

Rosalie  Commandeby,  No.  5— return  of 18 

St.  Ctb  Commandeet,  No.  6— return  of 18 

St.  Elmo  Comuandebt,  Memphis — a  grievance  against 11 

Templab  Law — reports  of  Committee  on "  11 

TowiiEB,  W.  P. — nominated  for  Grand  Representative  Missouri 7 

Unfinished  Business — report  of  Committee  on 12 

Vauohan,  B.  a. — nominated  for  Grand  Representative  Nebraska 7 

report  of  as  Division  Inspector 10 

elected  Grand  Commander 14 

West  Viboinia — Thos.  M.  Darrah  appointed  Grand  Representative  to. .  9 

Winona  Commandebt,  No.  7 — return  of 18 


GRAND  OFFICERS,  1886-8?. 


Sib  B.  a.   Vaughan Columbus Grand  Commander. 

Sib  N.  8.  Walkeb Port  Gibson. . . Deputy  Grand  Commander' 

Sib  Fbedkbic  Speed Vicksbnrg Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  J.  J.  Hayes Vicksburg ....  Grand  Captain- General. 

Sib  Jos.  E.  Mabtin Canton Grand  Prelate. 

Sib  R.  a.  Owen Port  Gibson. .  .Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  B.  T.  Eimbbouoh Oxford Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sib  J  as.  T.  Meade,  p.  o.  o Lexington Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Powkb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  C.  C.  Ross Okolona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  VVm.  J.  Bbown,  Jb Jackson Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  G.  C.  Mxebs Holly  Springs. .  Grand  Warder. 

Sib  Jacob  Peebles Matchez Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templab  Law— Frederic  Speed,  Chairman,  Vicksburg;  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Wm. 
G.  Benbrook. 

Fbatebnal  Cobbespondbnce — E.  Geo.    DeLap,  Chairman,   Natchez;    H.  M. 
Romberger,  Wm.  Priestley. 


DIVISION  INSPECTORS. 

Division  No .  1 — Sir  J.  J.  Hayes Vicksburg. 

Division  No.  2 — Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln ^ Columbus. 

Division  No.  3 — Sir  J.  T.  Meade Lexington. 

Division  No.  4— Sir  N.  S.  Walker Port  Gibson 
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1887. 


The  Twenty -Eighth  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Columbus,  on  Tuesday,  February  7,  1888, 
commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


Grand   Commandery 


•OF   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI 


TWENTY -SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


l^!l^||C?^p  HE  Gband  Gomm andeby    Knights   Templab  oe  the   State  of 
T^fHv  KrL  J      MiBsiRBiPPi  convened  in  its  Twenty -Seventh  Annnal  Conolave 

in   the   Asylnmof   MiBsisRippi   Commandery,  No.  1,  at  Jack- 
son, on  Tuesday,  the  8th  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1887,  A.  O. 
767,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 
iYSy^Z^     The  Grand  Commandery  was   called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Cap- 
^i^ir^    tain-General,  when    the   Grand    Officers  were    duly   received    and 
escorted  to  their  respective  stations. 
On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  foond  to  be 

pbebent  : 

B.  A.  Vauohan R.*.  B.'.  Grand  Commander. 

N.  S.  Walker V.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Fbbdebig  Speed R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

J.  J.  Hayes R.'.  E.\  Grand  Captain -General. 

Jos.  E.  Mabtin R.\  E.*.  Grand  Prelate. 

Wm.  PBiEBTiiST R.' .  E.'.  Grand  Treasurer,  pro  tern. 

J.  L.  PowEB R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Recorder. 

W.  P.  TowLBB R.*.  E.\  Grand  Senior  Warden,  pro  tern, 

B.  T.  RiMBBOuoH R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

O.  C.  Ross R.*.  E.\  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Chas.  T.  Chambeblain R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  pro  tem, 

H.  M.  RoMBXBOEB R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Warder,  pro  tem, 

Jaoob  Peebles R.*<  £.'.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Gaard. 

Absent — Sir  R.  A.  Owen,  Grand  Senior  Warden;  Sir  James  T.  Meade,  Grand 
Treasurer;  Sir  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Grand  Sword  Bearer;  Sir  G.  C.  Myers,  Grand 
Warder. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Commanderies  being  represented,  the  Grand 
Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  Form. 
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Rev.  Sir  Knight  Jos,  E.  Martin,  Grand  Prelate,  oondaoted  the  Offices  of  De- 
Yotion,  in  the  Asylnm. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  the  following  RepreBentatives  of  Oommanderiee 
in  attendance  : 

Mississippi  Gommandeby,  No.  1 — 

James  M.  McKee,  £.  G. 

MAONOlilA   COMHANDBBT,  No.   2  — 

W.  G.  Paxton,  P.  G.  0.,  E.  0. 

lxximoton  commandeby,  no.  8 — 

Holly  Spbincib  Oommandeby,  No.  4  — 

EoSAiiiE  Commander Y,  No.  5 — 

Jacob  Peebles,  C.  G. 

St.  Cyb  Gommandeby,  No.  6— 

H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  C,  E.  C. 

Winona  Commandeky,  No.  7 — 
DeMolay  Commandeby,  No.  8— 

IVANHOE    CoMMANDEBY,  No.  10  — 

W.  A.  Bodeuhamer,  E.  C. 
Canton  Commandery,  No.  12 — 

William  Priestley,  P.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

CcEUB  DeLeon  Commandeby,  No.  13 — 
J.  W.  Andrews,  E.  C. 

Gbsnada  Commandeby,  No.  1.5  — 

R.  Highate,  P.  E.  C ,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Also  the  following  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders  : 
P.  M.  Saveby,  of  Ivauhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Wm.  G.  Paxton,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
E.  Geo.  DeLap,  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No  5,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
W.  P.  TowLEB,  of  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  16,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Rev.  Sib.  T.  W.  Caskey,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 
Fbank  Bubkitt,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  Past  Em.  Commander. 
Fbedbbio  Speed,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Past  Em.  Commander. 
C.  C.  Ross,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  Past  Em.  Commander. 
S.  G.  CoNLEY,  of  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  15,  Past  Em.  Commander. 

Also  present :  Sir  Wm.  Richards,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  and  Sirs 
R.  C.  Cunningham,  R.  B.  Branniu  and  C.  W.  Bolton,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery, 
No.  10. 

Also  in  attendance,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  John  Prizzell,  P.".  G.'.  C".  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Tennessee ;  and  V.'.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  W.  Mosby,  Deputy  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  names  of  Sirs  P.  M.  Savery 
and  B.  T.  Kimbrough  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law — Sir 
Frederic  Speed  being  chairman  of  that  Committee. 

The  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  then  proceeded  to  read  his  Addres'*,  which  is 
as  follows  : 
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GRAND  COMMANDER'S  ADDRESS 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
State  oj  Mississippi: 

Sib  Knights  :  I  greet  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  Twenty -Seventh  Annual 
Gonolave  of.  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

The  law  makes  it  my  duty  at  this  time  to  make  to  you,  as  Grand  Commander, 
'^a  written  report  of  my  official  acts  during  the  year  now  closing,  and  of  the 
condition  of  the  Order  within  this  jurisdiction,  together  with  such  recommen- 
dations as  I  shall  deem  conduciye  to  its  prosperity  and  advancement. " 

One  year  ago  you  paid  me  the  distinguished  compliment  of  intrusting  to  my 
judgment  and  zeal,  as  Grand  Commander,  the  good  of  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  in  Mississippi.  With  the  swiftness  of  the  eagle  has  that  time  flown ; 
yea,  flown  too  swiftly,  to  record  deeds  of  success,  accomplished  for  our  beloved 
Order  of  Knights  Templar.  I  feel,  "silver  and  gold  have  I  none" — such  as  I 
have  give  I  unto  you,  being  assured  that  every  Frater  of  this  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion, will,  with  charity,  receive  what  I  do  offer,  if  it  be  only  a  cup  of  pure 
water. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  to  you,  that  nothing  in  the  Templar  life  of  the 
year  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  peace  or  fraternal  good  feeling  of  any  Temp- 
lar in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  All  is  good  will  and  love,  as  is  the  Mastbb's 
good  will  and  love,  to  all  who  remember  that  "His  mercy  endureth  forever." 

With  pain,  and  concern.  I  must  tell  you  that  disturbed  relations  still 
exist  with  our  and  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Tennessee.  My  duty  to  you,  and 
them,  will  have  been  done  when  I  present  you  with  all  that  has  officially  been 
said  upon  this  subject,  which  I  shall  do  without  a  word  of  comment ;  as  the 
Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee,  has,  with  fraternal  good  will  towards  us, 
sent  his  Special  Representatives,  Right  Eminent  Sir  Jno.  Frizzell,  and  Emi- 
nent Sir  Chas.  W.  Mosby,  charged  with  his  will  and  pleasure,  and  who  visit  us  in 
Conclave.  I  commend  them  to  your  Knightly  consideration  and  courtesy  for 
themselves  personally,  and  especially  as  the  commissioned  Representatives  of 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee,  and  to  whom  I  now.  in  your  behalf,  and  on 
my  own  account,  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  Conclave,  with  the  assurance 
of  courteous  attention  and  consideration  to  their  Grand  Commander's  com- 
mission. 

OFFICIAL   ACTS. 

Upon  application  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  I  granted  dispensation 
to  the  Commandery  to  assemble  in  Conclave,  in  September  last,  other  than  at 
the  stated  time,  that  business  connected  with  the  Triennial  Encampment  might 
be  transacted. 

In  December  last,  I  caused  a  commission  to  be  issued  to  Sir  Thomas  Good- 
Bon,  as  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  before 
the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

In  October,  I  recommended  Right  Eminent  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook  as  Grand 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois,  before  the  Grand  Com* 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi,  and  requested  he  be  so  com- 
missioned. 

I  also,  in  September  last,  recommended  Sir  Knight  J.  L.  Power  be  com- 
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miesioned  as  Grand  RepresentatiYO  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mdnt,  before  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  I'emplar  of  the  State  of 
MisBissippi. 

I  have  named  no  other  Representatives  from  this  Jurisdiction,  to  that  of 
other  States.  While  I  was  not  nnmindfnl  of  the  fact,  that  generally  commissions 
of  all  RepresentatiTes  expired  with  the  assembling  of  the  Triennial  Encamp- 
ment, I  have  foregone  such  pleasure,  because  I  was  not  sure  of  the  standing 
of  all  the  Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi  with  the  Grand  Gommandery. 

My  other  official  acts  are  connected  with  the  history  of  the  disturbed  frater- 
nal relations  towards  our  Sister  Jurisdiction  of  Tennessee,  which  I  now  give 
you,  in  detail,  hoping  that  all  of  the  facts  may  enable  you  to  act  and  deal 
with  this  whole  question  with  wisdom  and  justice  to  all. 

VISITS,    OFFICIAL. 

I  have  made  no  official  visit  to  a  Subordinate  Gommandery  during  the  year; 
no  occasions  for  such  visits  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  in  the  absence  of 
invitation  to  pay  a  special  visit,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  adhere  to  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Gommandery  two  years  ago,  of  official  visits  by  the  "In- 
spectors" of  the  several  Districts  of  the  State.  From  these  ^^Inspectors"  I  am 
in  receipt  of  no  reports,  and  presume  they  will  report  to  the  Conclave  during 
the  session  of  the  Grand  Gommandery. 

TKIEMNIAL    ENCAMPMENT. 

I  obeyed  the  "  summons  "  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  and  attended  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  upon  its  sessions.  I 
am  gratified  at  being  able  to  say,  every  member  to  the  Council  of  the  Grand 
Gommandery  of  Mississippi  also  obeyed  the  '"  summons, ''  and  were  in  their 
seats  attending  to  the  business  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  was  Past  Grand 
Commanders  Jaa.  T.  Meade,  VV.  P.  Towler  and  J.  H.  Gordon.  To  these  Praters 
and  the  members  of  the  Council,  I  feel  especially  indebted  for  their  many  acts  of 
courtesy  and  kindness,  during  the  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment ;  they  all 
nobly  supported  the  Banner  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  while 
we  sojourned  in  St.  Louis,  and  to  them  I  again  tender  my  grateful  acknowl* 
edgments. 

To  our  Grand  Captain-General  J.  J.  Hayes  we  are  especially  indebted  for  his 
seal  and  success  in  arrangiut^  for  the  pilgrimage  to  St.  Louis,  and  display  of 
our  Banner.  To  him  much  is  due  for  the  extended  recognition  of  our  Banner,  and 
the  cordial  greetings  everywhere  offered  us.  To  all  this  we  again  make  grate- 
ful acknowledgments. 

Left  by  the  Grand  Commandery  to  financially  care  for  ourselves,  we  were 
unable  to  establish  elegant  ^^  headquarters  "  at  a  demand  of  $75  00  a  day* 
We  contented  ourselves  to  share  with  our  Praters  of  Louisiana,  who  in  pil- 
grimage journeyed  with  us,  in  receiving  the  beautiful  courtesies  offered  us  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri,  visiting  and  local  Commanderies  of  St. 
Louis,  in  the  palace  car,  over  which  Mississippi's  banner  floated;  in  bestowing 
and  receiving  Knightly  courtesies^  as  was  so  generally,  generoubly  and  cor- 
dially done,  from  every  quarter  during  the  whole  session  of  the  Grand  En- 
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I  oampment.     I  feel  sure,  every  true  and  valiant  Knight  present  'was  encouraged 

and  animated. 

To  the  Grand  Commander  of  Missouri,   are  we  especially  indebted  for  this  i 

beantifol  and  appropriate  memento  of  the  Encampment  of  1886,  which  I  now  I 

have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  Grand  Commandery. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  the  Corres- 
ponding Committees  of  Knights  Templar,  that  the  Grand  Encampment  held  its 
members  well  in  hand,  and  that  business  was  well  attended  to.  There  was  but 
little  straying  to  the  elegant  and  inviting  *'  headquarters"  abounding  on  every 
hand,  where  hospitalities  were  so  lavishly  and  generously  extended.  Free  hands 
I  and  open  hearts  were  at  every  "  headquarters "  the  order  of  the  hour.     This 

'  much  I  dare  venture,  though  it  may  be  said  by  some  veteran  of  the   corps 

reportorial,  that  novelty  prompts  my  tongue,  and  youthful  admiration  vents  itself 
freely. 

Among  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was  the  adoption  of  a 
Ritual  for  the  "  Red  Cross"  and  "  Templar  Degrees, "  that  tbe  work  may  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  Of  its  operation  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  Order,  time  alone  can  demonstrate.  It  must  be  accepted  by  the  Grand 
Commanderies,  whatever  may  be  private  preferences.  We  of  Mississippi  will 
find  very  many  changes  from  the  Work  we  know  as  the  otd  Stevens'  VVork,  and 
which  we  so  admired,  and  whose  beauties  so  impressed  you,  fastening  in' your 
mindH  the  great  and  sublime  truths  of  our  noble  Order.  Bat  remember  you 
have  a  vow,  and  so,  in  strict  sense  render  obedience  to  that  vow,  and  in  all 
your  teachings,  see  to  it,  that  you  teach  by  authority. 

f  Another  of  the  important  doings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was  the  recog- 

*  nition  of  the  independence  of  the  "Great  Priory  "  of  Canada.     Independent 

I  with  and  by  the  consent  of  **  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand 

'  Master  of  England  and  her  Provinces,  "  Grand  Master  Roume  has  since  issued 

proclamation  to  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  United  State?. 

CONDITION    OF    TIIK    OliDEB. 


The  attendance  on  this  floor,  and  the  report  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  show  too 
plainly  that  no  wholesome  growth  has  blessed  our  Order  during  the  past  year. 
The  painful  truth  of  a  steady  decline  in  our  ranks,  stares  each  of  us  in  the  face; 
ourjranks  constantly  being  thinned  by  natural  operations,  which  take  from  us 
BO  steadily,  the  true,  brave  and  noble,  we  must  soon  be  annihilated,  unless  by 
example  and  precept,  we  bring  to  the  Order  faithful  servants  of  our  Divine 
Master.  Who  of  the  wise  among  you  will  bring  to  us  suggestions  of  relief  ? 
Hopes  were  entertained,  that  by  the  system  of  "  visitations '"  and  inspection, 
life  and  zeal  would  be  imparted.  The  obliteration  of  jurisdiction  lines  gave 
promise  of  fruit  not  yet  realized.  What  can  be  the  remedy  ?  Would  I  had 
the  wisdom  to  direct  you  to  the  right  path.  I  would  gladly  enter  upon  any 
hazardous  journey,  and  seek  to  bring  to  our  ranks  those  who  could  feel  the 
mighty  force  of  Truth,  could  I  see  the  way  aright.  I  have  considered,  from 
many  stand-points,  what  I  shall  recommend  you:  the  Drill,  the  full  service  of 
the  Ritual,  social  unions  of  the  several  Commanderies  of  a  District,  the 
authority  of  a  **  summons,  "  and  other  expedients,  but  reaching  no  satisfactory 
conclusion.  The  Drill  and  Service  of  Ritual  have  been  tried.  The  Grand  Master 
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tried  the  "  summonB  "  for  the  last  Euoampment,  and  with  what  result  ?  For 
this  Jurisdiction  I  can  only  speak.  Outside  the  Council  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  only  two  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  obeyed.  I  watched 
with  careful  attention  to  see  what  action  the  Grand  Encampment  would  take  as 
to  the  neglect  to  answer  a  "  summons, "  but  the  only  time  I  heard  "  summons  " 
mentioned  was  when  some  Frater  wrote  how  he  was  unable  to  obey.  Then  if 
the  Grand  Encampment  treats  carelessly  or  lightly,  her  issued  "  summons, "  can 
any  Subordinate  hope  to  use  it  effectively  ? 

Is  the  cause  of  decay  in  our  own  ranks?  I  think  it  is.  Not  that  we  are  un- 
true to  our  vow,  nor  indifferent  to  the  order  of  the  Temple.  But  I  think  the 
«yil  lies  in  neglecting  the  foundation  of  the  Temple.  How  many  of  us  have 
been  saying  we  have  been  so  long  in  the  service,  are  growing  too  old  to  attend 
Lodge  and  Chapter  meeting;  but  never  miss  a  conclave  of  the  Commandery. 
Do  you  reflect  where  the  material  is  to  come  from  which  may  come  into  the 
Temple  if  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  are  suffered  to  decay?  All  our  material  must 
pass  the  "living  arch,"  before  they  can  approach  the  "arch  of  steel."  I  recom- 
mend you,  my  dear  Fraters,  that  here  lies  a  probable  remedy,  and  let  each  of 
us  resolve  upon  the  trial,  and  demonstrate  if  it  be  not  the  needed  remedy.  The 
slender  thread  wound  from  the  cocoon,  how  feeble  and  frail  its  strength;  but 
into  what  fabrics  of  strength  and  beauty,  grow  out  of  such  combining  of  the 
delictite  threads  of  the  cocoon.  So  would  be  the  strength  and  beauty  of  Tem- 
plarism  here  in  MiKsissippi,  if  each  Sir  Knight  were  banded  into  a  woof  of 
brotherhood,  and  see  to  it,  that  the  proper  material  only  ntood  in  the  N.  E. 
Corner  of  the  Lodge  Room,  went  hence  over  rough  and  rugged  ways,  searching 
and  finding  the  Lost  Word,  and  is  well  and  duly  prepared  to  pass  under  the  Arch 
of  Steel,  to  a  journey  into  that  dominion  where  is  found  the  mighty  force  of 
Ti'uth. 

I  recommend  the  beautiful  habit  of  interchange  of  mementoes  of  the  occa- 
sion of  the  Encampment,  be  recognized  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi Knights  Templar,  and  that  a  badge  be  adopted  to  further  this  practice. 
It  was  a  disappointing  feature  of  the  last  Triennial  that  Mississippi  Grand 
Commandery  had  never  adopted  a  badge.  I  recommend  that  this  be  now  done, 
and  suggest  that  a  copy  of  our  banner,  reduced  to  a  suitable  size,  would  make 

a  badge  that  each  Frater  world  be  proud  to  accept  in  exchange  for  a  like  cour- 
tesy, from  the  good  and  true  of  all  Jurisdictions,  Grand  and  Subordinate,  and  at 
a  trifling  cost.  I  am  sure  the  good  taste  of  our  Grand  Recorder  would  see  to 
its  execution  in  such  manner  that  not  only  the  Grand  Commandery  may  use  it, 
but  each  Subordinate  Commandery,  as  well  as  individual  Sir  Knights  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  could  use  the  same  device. 

One  more  suggestion  to  you,  and  I  will  have  demonstrated  "silver  and  sfold 
have  I  none."  Each  of  you,  fraters,  who  to-day  promised  to  wield  your  swords 
in  the  defense  of  the  Christian  religon,  destitute  widows,  helpless  orphans  and 
innocent  maidens,  are  doubtless  intent  so  to  do.  Your  manhood,  and  the  very 
instinct  of  your  hearts,  prompt  you  to  the  execution  of  your  vows  an  to  the 
last  three  declaration?*.  But  let  me  beg  of  you  to  question  yourselves  as  to  the 
first.  What  are  you  doing  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Mas* 
ter's  Kingdom  ? 

Tradition  tells  us  that  in  the  days  when  the  whole  western  world  was  under 
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the  doroiDion  and  armB  of  Rome,  that  it  waf*  aonght  to  deRtroy  all  recorded 
evidencee  of  the  Divine  will,  po  that  doctrine,  faith  and  trnths,  conld  only  em- 
anate from  Rome,  ard  only  by  oral  instrnction  ;  that  the  design  waa  frnstrated 
by  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple;  and  to  them  are  we  indebted  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  blepped  privilepe  of  "Holy  Writ."  I  will  not  invite 
you  to  the  discnpaion  of  the  trnth  or  fiction  of  thiw  tradition  :  bnt  let  it  Pnfflce 
that  with  one  accord,  we  now  pledfsre  ourselvep  to  the  defenae  of  the  "Chriptian 
Religion;"  and  I  now  polemnly  call  you  to  actively,  and  not  papsively  enter  into 
the  performance  of  yonr  vow.  Thia  day,  thiB  hour,  be^in  the  work,  and  in 
season  and  ont  of  season,  wield  yonr  swordp  for  the  Rfstnretl  Unity  of  Chrixi,  See 
to  it^  my  beloved  Pir  Kniphtp,  that  the  Chript.  and  Hip  reprepentative  on  earth, 
His  church,  be  not  swallowed  up  with  the  individual  maps,  with  devices  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  as  auxiliaries  to  His  perfect  and  Holy  Church.  Ill  will  fare  the 
day  when  the  Christian  Knight  admits  to  himself  thnt  the  Church  is  in 
need  of  auxiliaries.  Where  failed  the  church  in  her  teschincs  ?  Tr  it  in  Charity? 
Is  it  in  faith?  Ir  it  in  temperance?  Is  it  in  holy  livinpr?  Is  it  in  love  of  God, 
and  thy  neighbor?  Is  it  in  prayer  and  praise  to  the  living  God?  Does  phe 
teach  you  that  the  Master  came  into  the  world  to  save  your  little  individual 
soul?  And  does  she  teach  you  to  tabor  only  for  that  accompliphment? — or  does 
she  teach  you.  that  when  Chript  eptablished  Hip  Kingdom  on  earth,  that  it  was 
to  make  subject  of  you,  or  of  all  mankind?  I  charge  you  draw  your  knightly 
swords  against  every  and  whatever  device  of  man  that  will  divide  Christ.  Oh! 
what  a  halo  of  glory  would  overshadow  the  world,  could  unity  of  ^^hrist,  and 
His  church  on  earth,  be  restored.  And  oh  !  what  glad  Phouts  of  "Glory  to  God 
on  high,"  would  peal  forth  from  the  lips  of  "Ancrels  nnd  Archancf»lp.  of  Prin- 
cipalities and  Powers,"  when  they  announce  to  Him  who  Ritteth  on  the  "Right 
Hand."  that  unity  is  establiRhed — that  "Peace  on  earlh  and  goodwill  to  man" 
reigns  on  earth. 

Dear  fraters,  remember  that  His  work  is  for  the  whole  world.  He  came  not 
into  the  world  to  save  you  and  I.  but  that  throucrh  Him  the  whole  world  should 
be  paved.  To  help  Him  in  His  work  is  your  knightly  duty  You  who  have 
seen  the  Ascended  Lobd.  should  diligently  Reek  to  phow  him  to  your  fellow-man, 
that  he,  too,  might  become  a  worker  in  Hia  kingdom.  Let  up  take  the  whole* 
some  lesson  to  ourselves,  given  by  poor  Jeannie  Dean,  when  she  to  Queen  Car- 
oline, with  trembling  voice  and  modest  mien,  uttered  this  aublime  pentence:  "I 

think  more  of  that  which  I  have  done  for  othera.  than  that  I' have  done  for  my. 
self." 

"  There  are  now  no  crusades  to  be  undertaken,  or  bodily  foes  to  face.  There 
are  doctrines  to  be  received  which  will  inevitably  lead  up  to  conflicts  and  many 
sacrifices,  and  we  must,  as  soldiers  of  the  CroKs,  face  them  all  in  the  defense  of 
the  Tbuth.  Our  armor  and  our  foes  are  spiritual,  and  with  theae  we  can  over- 
come. Let  us,  then,  ever  look  to  the  Cross,  the  pymbol  of  our  faith,  aa  the  guid- 
ing star  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Divine  Maater,  and  be  ever  ready  to 
rally  around  that  standard,  as  did  the  Templars  of  old,  when  they  heard  the 
battle  cry,  Beauceant  !  Beauceant !  for  the  Temple. 

B,  A.  VAUGHAN, 
Grand  Commander. 


10  PHOOKKDINGS   OF   THE  [1887 

MEMORIAL  AND  PETITION. 

Memphis,  Thnnksseis,  May  8,  1886. 

St.  Elmo   Conimandety,  No.  Ic,    Kniyhh    Templar^   Stationed  at    Memphis.    Tenii., 
To  the  Riyht  Evinind  (irand  ComuKindent  Knighta  Templar  of  Tennesnee : 

m 

STATEMENT    OF    FAOT8. 

St.  EIiuo  CoQimHiider},  No.  15,  K.  T.,  respectfully  represents  that  in  February, 
1885,  several  petitions  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  v^ere  presented  to  her  in 
proper  form  from  (  ompanions  resident  in  and  near  Greenville,  Miss. 

Regulatiim  4,  Section  2,  Article  4,  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
prescribes  : 

"'It  shall  be  deemed  irregular  for  any  Commaudery  to  confer  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood,  or  either  of  them,  upon  any  sojourner  whose  settled  place  of  resi- 
dence is  within  any  State,  district  or  territory  in  which  there  is  a  Commandery 
regularly  at  work,  until  the  consent  of  the  Commaudery  having  territorial 
jurisdiction  is  first  obtained.'' 

And  the  construction  placed  upon  thi>  article  by  the  Grand  Commaudery  of 
Mississippi  is  that ''the  consent  of  the  Subordinate  Commandery  having  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  should,  in  such  case^t.  be  obtained,  and  not  that  of  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander." 

(See  extract  from  Proceedings  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  1884,  at- 
tached, marked  "A.") 

In  obedience  to  the  law.  therefore,  lejj^alar  application  for  waiver  of  jurisdic- 
tion, dated  February  I4th,  J8hr>.  was  made  by  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  under  seal, 
to  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8.  of  Mississippi,  this  being  the  Commandery 
uearest  to  the  residence  of  the  applicants. 

There  being  delay  in  receiving  reply,  the  Kminent  Commander  of  Lexington 
Commandery  was  telegraphed  to.  and  the  repl),  received  February  17th,  read, 
"Receive  petition.  Jurisdiction  waived."  the  telegram  being  signed,  "G.  G. 
Jones.  K.  Commander."     (See  original  attached,  marked  *'B.") 

Upon  the  next  day,  the  letter  attached  (markeu  **C"),  which  is  signed  offi- 
cially, and  bears  the  impress  of  the  seal  of  Lexington  Commandery,  was  re- 
ceived ;  and  this  letter,  particularly  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  telegram, 
and  the  fact  that  it  v^as  in  re})ly  to  a  request  for  waiver,  admits  of  but  one  con- 
struction—that  it  was  intended  to  si;^nify  that  Lexington  Commandery  had 
granted  waiver  of  jurisdiction  asked  for. 

The  petitions  in  question  were  therefore  received,  referred  to  proper  commit- 
tees, who  reporting  in  due  lime,  the  petitioners  were  regularly  elected,  and  sub- 
sequently received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  due  form  at  called  Conclaves  of 
St.  Elmo  •■  ommandery,  No.  If*. 

In  August,  1885.  a  letter  dated  August  12th  was  received  by  Eminent  Sir  John 
C.  Barry,  E  C.  Elmo  Conunandeiy,  from  R.  E.  Sir  John  IJ.  Nickliu,  Grand 
Commander  of  Tennessee,  statin^,'  that  St.  Elmo  was  accused  of  invading  the 
jurisdiction  of  Mississippi,  ami  asking  for  information  in  the  matter.  (See 
original  letter  attached,  marked  *'L>.") 

Whereupon  the  original  waiver  of  jurisdiction  (as  attached,  marked  "C")  was 
sent  to  the  Grand  Commander  with  statement  of  facts  as  above  recited,  and  in 
due  course  St.  Elmo  received  his  reply,  stating  that  he  could  "see  no  room  for 
complaint."     (See  original  letter  attached,  marked  ""'E.") 

The  matter  was  considered  as  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned;  but 
at  the  stated  Conclave  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  15,  held  March  16,  1886, 
there  was  read  from  the  printed  abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Mississippi,  dated  February  13,  1886  (attached,  marked  "F"),  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  which  recites  : 

"•  1st.  That  the  action  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery  was  without  warrant  of 
authority,  and  the  Sir  Knights  so  made  can  only  be  considered  as  irregular. 

**  2d.  That  Section  25.  Paragraph  8,  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
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ment,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Gotnraaudery  of  Missit^Bippi,  anthorize  a 
waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  a  Cotnmandery  of  one  State  to  that  of  another;  but 
in  the  present  instance,  the  fact  is  definitely  established  that  no  action  was  held 
by  Lexington  (Jommandery,  and  the  only  pretext  of  authority  for  the  action  of 
St.  Elmo  Gofnmandery  was  in  the  consent  of  the  Eminent  Commander  of 
Lexington  Oommaudery,  which  amounts  only  to  the  consent  of  a  ."ir  Kuight  in 
his  private  capacity.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Companions  who 
sought  to  receive  the  orders  in  Memphis  regarded  the  appointment  and  furnish- 
ings of  our  poorly- provided  Commanderies  as  ill-suited  to  their  more  arinto- 
cratic  pretensions,  and  we  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  left  where  they 
have  placed  themselves — in  the  position  of  irregular  made  Knights,  and  as 
such,  that  the  entrance  to  all  our  Asylums  be  barred  against  them." 

And  this  report,  it  is  presumed,  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Tommandery  of 
Mississippi. 

Upon  the  reading  of  this  transcript  in  St.  Elmo,  on  motion,  the  undersigned 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  set  forth  the  facuin  the  case,  place  same  before 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  through  its  ('ommittee  on  Grievances, 
and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  they  might  deem  best  in  the  premises.  (See 
certificate  attached,  marked  "G.") 

Believing  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  must  have  acted  under 
misinformation,  and  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  that  Jurisdiction  would 
suspend  the  action,  if  it  could  be  promptly  shown  that  they  were  in  error,  the 
Committee  of  8t.  Elmo,  in  order  to  save  valuable  time,  ventured  to  address  the 
Grand  Recorder  of  Missist«ippi  direct,  with  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts, 
(bee  copy  of  same  aiUiched,  marked  "H." 

To  this  bt.  Elmo  is  in  receipt,  on  April  29th,  ot  a  communication  in  reply 
from  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Mississippi,  dated  March  3 1st,  (original  attached, 
marked  '*I."}.  In  this  communication  the  Grand  Recorder  recites  the  facts  in 
the  possession  uf  Mississippi  upon  which  its  action  was  based;  regrets  that  his 
Grand  i.'omniandery  had  not  the  telegram  and  letter  of  Sir  Jones  before  it;  and 
states  that  he  was  about  to  issue  a  circular  to  the  Commanderies,  calling  partic- 
ular attention  to  the  debarred  8ir  Knights  by  name,  but  that  he  would  now  take 
no  further  steps  exce[>t  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Grand  *  ommandery.  and  in- 
terest himself  *iu  arriving  at  an  honorable  adjustment  of  the  matters  involved." 

in  the  meantime,  the  Sir  Knights  so  unjustly  under  the  ban  of  the  displeasure 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  remain  under  the  stigma  of  clandes- 
tine-made Templars,  with  the  doors  of  Mississippi  Commanderies  barred 
against  them  ;  the  circular  transcript  of  proceedings  serving  equally  well  in 
each  Commandery  as  an  official  notification  to  beware  of  disgraced  Sir  Knights 
illegally  made  by  a  Tennessee  (Jommandery. 

ii'remises  considered,  St.  Elmo  Commandery  insists  : 

1st.  That  she  does  not  know,  and  has  no  means  of  knowing  the  methods  of 
legislation  peculiar  to  Mississippi  Knights  Templar. 

2d.  That  she  took  every  step  required  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  obtain  waiver  of  jurisdiction. 

3d.  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mi-sissippi  was  fully  aware  that  appli- 
cation had  been  promptly  made  by  waiver,  since  it  only  objects  that  legal  ac- 
tion had  not  been  taken  on  the  same  by  Lexington  Commandery . 

4th.  That  the  telegram  and  letter  (under  seal)  of  Eminent  Sir  G.  G.  Jones 
were,  to  say  the  least,  misleading,  and  that  St.  Elmo  had  no  reason  to  suspe::t 
that  they  were  not  bona  fide  authorizations  to  proceed  with  the  petitions,  ema- 
nating from  the  proper  power. 

5th.  That,  under  the-ie  circumstances,  the  action  of  St.  Elmo  was  justifiable, 
and  that  the  Sir  Knights  then  mnde  are  not  irregular. 

6th.  That,  in  any  event,  reflections  upon  the  motives  of  the  Knights  Templar 
then  made  were  entirely  gratuitous,  and  their  ])ublication  a  grave  discourtesy. 

7th.  That  the  implied  sneers  upon  St.  Elmo's  work,  and  upon  these  Sir 
Knights,  as  well  as  the  debarment  of  the  latter,  demands  more  than  a  simple 
abstinence  from  ^'taking  further  steps'^  during  the  months  which  must  elapse 
before  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  again  assembles. 
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8th.  That  the  pablication  of  the  oiroular  of  prooeedingR  as  effeotually  perpet- 
nateH  the  humiliating  position  of  the  debarred  Sir  Knights  aa  any  "further 
RtepR"  might  do.    ' 

9th.  That  the  action  of  the  Qrand  Commander j  of  MissiBftippi,  adverse  to 
individual  Sir  Knighta  of  this  Jurisdiction,  is  a  discourtesy  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Tennessee,  to  whom,  of  right,  the  matter  should  have  been  refer- 
red, before  violent  and  extreme  measures  were  resorted  to. 

Powerless  in  herself,  but  with  an  abiding  faith  in  the  ability  and  willingness 
of  the  parent  Grand  Commandery  to  protect  herself,  and  to  secure  to  her  loyal 
Subordinates  those  rights  which  are  guaranteed  them  under  their  charters,  St. 
Elmo  Commandery,"  No.  15,  appeals  to  her  Grand  Commandery  for  protection 
and  redress. 

She  asks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  to  take  such  measures  as 
will  insure  a  prompt  restoration  of  their  rights  and  privileges  to  the  Sir 
Knights  of  her  creation  now  placed  in  so  humiliating  a  position,  and  that  the 
same  be  done  with  the  apology  that  is  their  due. 

She  asks  further  that  a  satisfactory  explanation  be  requested  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi  of  its  action  in  expelling,  or  declaring  clandestine, 
Knights  Templar  in  allegiance  to  Tennessee,  and  this  upon  ex  parte  evidence, 
and  without  form  of  or  pretense  of  trial. 

And  since  the  injury  thus  done  these  debarred  Sir  Knights  and  to  St.  Elmo 
Commandery  who  dubbed  them,  has  been  made  public  by  the  dissemination 
of  printed  copies  of  their  proceedings,  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  in  justice  to 
herself  and  to  her  membership,  further  asks  that  equal  publicity  be  given  to 
her  defense,  to  the  true  facts  of  the  case,  by  the  full  publication  of  this  mem- 
orial and  petition,  and  the  vouchers  attached  thereto,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  for  1886 

Courteously  submitted. 

B.  F.  Halleb, 

JOHM  D.    HUHN, 

E.  A.  Keeling. 
Committee  reprpsenting  St.  Elmo  Commandery. 


1 


Grand  C'^)mmandeby  of  Tennessee  Kniohts  Templab. 
Office  of  the  Gband  Commandeb, 

Nashville,  Tenn  ,  May  25,  1886. 

Itighi  Eminent  B.  A.  Vaughan,  Grand  Conirrander  Knightn  Templar^  Cofumhu^  Miss: 

Mt  Dbab  Sib  and  Fbateb — Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  an 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  ^^Appeals  and  Grievances"  serving 
at  the  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  at  Tnllahoma 
on  the  18th  and  19th  inst. 

This  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  sufficiently  explains  itself;  and 
will,  I  am  well  assured,  receive  that  consideration  at  your  hands  its  importance 
demands. 

It  appearing  that  essential,  indeed  vital,  papers  in  the  case  were  not  before 
your  Grand  Commandery.  and  the  parties  claimed  to  be  in  offense  having  had 
no  hearing  in  their  own  behalf,  I,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  report  of 
our  committee,  most  respectfully  and  courteously  request  that,  in  simple  jus- 
tice to  t}ie  Praters  of  Greenville,  you  suspend  the  order  placing  them  under  a 
baiif  and  relieve  them  from  the  odium  which  necessarily  attaches,  until  the  next 
Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  when,  upon  a 
proper  and  complete  hearing  of  the  case.  I  am  convinced  that  the  matter  at 
issue  will  be  honorably  and  satisfactorilj  adjusted. 

We  feel  that  onr  request  is  just  and  reasonable,  and  sincerely  trust  it  will 
meet  with  your  concurrence,  and  that  you  will  accede  to  it  in  the  same  fraternal 
spirit  in  which  it  is  made. 


1887] 
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Be  pleased  to  oomronnicate  to  me  your  conclusions  in  the  premises  at  the 
earliest  date  practicable. 

Very  courteously  and  fraternally, 

Hknby  0.  Hensley, 
Grand  Commander. 


:) 


Gband  Commandeby  of  Mississippi  Knights  Templab. 
.  Offioe  of  Gbamd  Commandeb, 

1  CoiiUMBUs,  May  29,  1886. 

I  Right  Eminent  Henry  C.  Hensley,  Grand  Commander  K.  T.,  of  Tenneflsee, 

F  Nashville,  Tenn.  : 

My  Dkab  Sib  and  Fbateb— I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  inst,  to- 
gether with  "extract  from  the  proceedini^s  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ten- 
nessee," being  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances;  which 
report  you  write  me  was  ""unanimously  ndopted,  and  sufficiently  explains  itself/' 
The  courteous  and  fraternal  manner  in  which  you  present  the  question  chal- 
lenges my  sympathy  and  consideration,  it,  I  at>sure  you,  would  be  a  most 
pleasant  thing  for  me  to  do,  to  grant  your  and  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ten- 
nessee's request,  aud  du  all  in  my  power  to  relieve  the  Sir  Kni>{hts  of  Green- 
ville, could  I,  by  any  reasoning  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  see  my  way  clear  to  do 
BO  pleasant  a  thing.  A  careful  revision  of  the  question  fails  to  bring  about  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  arrived  at  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 
The  issue  is  one  of  fact  as  to  the  lawful  waiver  of  jurisdiction .     The  fact 

j  seems  to  be,  from  St.  Elmo  Commandery's  (No.  15)  own  showing,  that  no  lawful 

waiver  of  jurisdiction  was  ever  had.     There  facts  were  recited  by  the  Grand  Com- 

i  mandery  of  Mississippi  through  her  "'Committee  on  Templar  Law,"  and  are  as 

[»  follows  : 

"*At  the  Grand  Conclave  last  June  it  was  reported  that  St.  Elmo  Commandery 
at  Memphis  had  conferred  the  Order  of  Knighthood  on  certain  companions 
residing  in  Greenville  without  proper  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  Lexington 
Commandery;  and  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  same  having  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  J.  H.  Gordon,  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law  reported  : 

1st.  That  the  action  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery  was  without  warrant  or  author- 
ity, and  that  the  Sir  Knight  so  made  can  only  be  considered  irregular. 

2d.  That  Section  25,  paragraph  3,  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  authorize 
a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  a  Commandery  of  one  State  to  that  of  another;  but 
in  the  present  instance  the  fact  is  definitely  Cbtablished  that  no  action  was 
had  by  Lexington  Commandery,  and  the  only  pretext  of  authority  for  the  ac- 
tion of  St.  Elmo  Commandery  was  in  the  consent  of  the  Eminent  Commander 
of  Lexington  Commandery,  which  amounts  only  to  the  consent  of  a  Sir  Knight 

I  in  his  private  capacity." 

'  Such,  Right  Eminent  Sir,  are  the  facts  as  presented  to  the  Grand  < Commandery 

*  of  Mississippi.     Lexington  Commandery  never  considered  or  acted  upon  a  re- 

quest for  waiver  of  jurisdiction  ;  and  hence  your  committee's  "First"  must 
have  been  reached  by  an  ex  parte  exhibit  of  records  ;  and  I  courteously  suggest 
that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  could  not  have  been 
before  either  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Tennessee,  or  yourself,  her  Grand  Commander,  when  the  case  was 
adjudged,  and  your  request  to  me  "to  suspend  the  order"  was  promulgated. 

I  hope  to  be  pardoned  if  I  most  respectfully  and  courteously  suggest,  my 
dear  sir,  that  "the  parties  claimed  to  be  in  offense"  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  hearing  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  as  she,  in  her 
Grand  Conclave  in  1886,  solicited  attention  to  the  whole  subject-matter, 
through  correspondence,  by  the  respective  Grand  Commanderies  of  Tennessee 


14  PROORKDINGR   OK   THK  [1887 

and  MiRsiBsippi;  and  deeply  regret  that  that  correspondence  did  not  reach  an 
honorable  and  satisfactory  adjustment.  I  assnre  yon  I  am  moat  deeply  grieved 
and  distressed  because  of  the  conclusion  I  feel  forced  npon  me  by  the  law,  as 
Grand  Commander,  and  do  most  sincerely  regret  I  cannot,  under  the  facts,  see 
that  the  request  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  of  Tennessee,  is  ^*jnst  and  reason- 
able," and  that  I  should,  in  fraternal  spirit,  accede  to  it. 

My  sympathy  for  the  Sir  Knifirhts  of  Greenville  is  deep  and  sincere;  and  it 
would  give  me  great  pleasure  could  I  enter  upon  their  relief  ;  bnt  I  most  re* 
spectfully  and  fraternally  suggest  that  relief  only  lies  now  in  a  proper  action 
by  St.  Elmo,  No.  15,  of  Tennessee. 

Let  me  assure  yon.  Right  Eminent  Sir,  that  my  regret  is  sincere  that  a 
cloud  should  appear  between  the  fraternal  relations  of  the  Grand  Gommand- 
eries  which  we  represent,  and  that  you  will  ever  meet,  on  my  part,  a  cordial  co- 
operation in  endeavoring  to  remove  it.  And  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that 
had  St.  Elmo  Oommandery,  No.  15,  of  Tennessee,  seen  fit  to  seek  fraternal 
courtesies  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  through  the  usual  channel  of  such 
courtesies — viz:  the  Grand  Commanders  of  the  respective  jurisdictions — this 
cloud  could  never  have  risen  over  us,  nor  would  Mississippi  Grand  Commandery 
be  now  under  threats  from  St  Elmo,  sent  direct  to  her  Grand  Recorder. 

I  hope  that  I  have  given  you  fully  the  bearings  of  this  question,  as  possessed 
by  us;  and  I  hope  I  have  given  it  the  benefit  of  that  respectful  and  friendly 
consideration  necessary  in  the  support  of  comity  which  I  hope  will  always  exist 
between  bodies  of  our  noble  Order. 

Again,  let  me  nnsure  you  that  I  have  the  will,  i''  I  could  only  find  the  way,  to 
have  drawn  closer  the  bonds  of  comity  between  our  respective  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions, by  giving  most  cheerful  acquiesence  to  your  request,  insteai  of  a  denial 
of  the  -ame— feeling  constrained  by  the  "'  Statutes"  of  our  Order  to  give  yoa 
this,  my  conclusion. 

I  remain,  most  Eminent  and  respected  Sir, 

Very  courteously  and  fraternally, 

B.  A.  Vauohan, 
Grand  Commander  K.  T.  of  Mississippi. 


) 


EXHIBIT  "A."  1 

[Extract  from  ProceiHlliiKS  of  Cirnnd  Comniatidery  of  Missihsippi,  pages  9  and  2'i.] 

R.  E.  Sir  E.  T.  Henry,  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi,  in  his  annual  re- 
port to  the  Grand  Commandery,  says: 

"  Sir  J.  H.  DeGrange,  R.  E.  G.  C.  of  Ijonisiana,  asked  permision  for  the  Or- 
ders of  Knighthood  to  be  conferred  upon  Carson  Mudgie,  who  resides  in  New 
Orleans,  but  claims  Mississippi  as  his  home,  but  names  no  particular  place  as 
his  residence.  The  request  was  granted  December  5, 1878."  (Proceedings  1874, 
page  9.) 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Mississippi,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  referred 
upon  above  action,  reported  : 

*'  Upon  the  decision  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  in  the  case  of  Carson  | 

Mudgie,  your  committee,  in  consideration  of  regulation  5,  section  2,  article  4, 
Constitution  Grand  Encampment,  are  of  opinion  that  the  consent  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Commandery  having  territorial  jurisdiction  shonld  have  been  obtain- 
ed, and  not  that  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander." 

And  this  report  was  received  and  adopted.     (Proceedings  1874,  page  23.) 

EXHIBIT  "B." 

Lexington,  Miss.,  February  17, 1885. 
To  £.  A.  Keeling,  Recorder  : 

Receive  petition.     Jurisdiction  waived. 

G.  G.  Jones, 
E.  C.  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3. 
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EXHIBIT    'C." 

Lexington,  Nf  iss.,  February  16, 1885. 
E.  A.  KsEiiiNG,  Secretary  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  15,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Deab  Sib— Your  favor  of  the  4th,  in  regard  to  the  Companious  of  Green- 
Tille,  MieBissippi,  who  wish  to  take  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  your  Com- 
mandery, received.  Will  say  that  we  are  sorry  the  location  of  Greenville  ia 
Buch  that  although  we  are  the  nearest,  still  we  are  the  farthest,  and  will  offer  no 
objection  to  the  Companions  taking  the  Orders  in  your  Commandery,  hoping 
they  may  soon  have  a  sufficient  number  of  Sir  Knights  to  start  one  on  their, 
own  hook.  Fraternally  yours, 

I  Seal.]  G.  G.  JoNEB, 

E.  C.  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8. 

EXHIBIT  "D." 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  August  12,  1885. 

To  Commander  St.  Elmo,  No.  16,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Deab  Sib  and  Fbateb — I  have  had  two  letters  from  Grand  Commander  Gor- 
don, of  Mississippi,  in  regard  to  conferring  the  Templar  degrees  on  candidates 
who  reside  within  his  jurisdiction.  I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Captain- 
General,  which  read  and  return  to  me.  I  feel  sure  that  St.  Elmo  would  not  in- 
tentionally invade  the  territory  of  a  Sister  Commandery.  Please  look  into  this 
matter  at  once,  as  they  seem  very  anxious  to  hear  from  me  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  I  ntn  roarteously, 

John  B.  Nicklin,  Grand  Commander. 

EXHIBIT  ''  E." 

J  Chattanooga.  Tenn.,  September  9,  1886. 

E.  Sir  J.  C.  Barby,  E.  C,  Memphis,  Tenii.: 

^  Deab  Sib  and  Fbateb — Yours  of  September  2d  to  Imnd  and  noted.    lean  see 

no  room  for  complaint  by  our  fraters  in  Mississippi.     Herein  And  letter  from 
Lexington,  No.  3,  returned  as  requested. 

Yours  courteously. 

John  B   Nioklin,  Grand  Commander. 

EXHIBIT  "  F." 

lExtiact  from  ProcfediDKs  of  the  r.rand  Ooratuandery  Kniifbts  Templar  oi  Minissippi,  at 
its  Twenty -nix  th  Annual  Conclave,  held  in  tlie  Anvlum  of  MiRAimippl  Commandery,  No. 
1,  Jackson,  Miralssippi,  Kebrnary  13,  ISSj;.] 

At  the  Grand  Conclave,  last  June,  it  was  reported  that  St.  Elmo  Command- 
ery, of  Memphis,  had  conferred  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  on  certain  Compan- 
ions residing  in  Greenville,  without  proper  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  Lexing- 
ton Commandery,  and  the  correspondence  relating  to  same  having  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  J.  H.  Gordon,  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law,  reported : 
^  Ist.     That  the  action  of  St.  Elmo   Commandery  was  without  warrant  or  au- 

thority, and  that  the  Sir  Knights  so  made  can  only  be  considered  as  irregular. 

2d.  That  section  25,  paragraph  3,  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  the  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  autho* 
rize  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  a  Commandery  of  one  State  to  that  of  another; 
bat  in  the  present  instance  it  has  been  definitely  established  that  no  action  was 
had  by  Lexington  Commandery,  and  the  only  pretext  of  authority  for  the  ac- 
tion of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  was  in  the  consent  of  the  Eminent  Commander 
of  Lexington  Commandery,  which  amounts  only  to  the  consent  of  a  Sir  Knight 
in  his  private  capacity.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Companions  who 
Bought  to  receive  the  Orders  in  Memphis,  regarded  the  appointments  and  furnish- 
ings of  our  poorly- provided  Commanderies  as  ill- suited  to  their  more  aristo- 
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oratio  pretensions,  and  we  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  left  where  they 
have  placed  themselves — in  the  position  of  irregalarly  made  Knights,  and  as 
such,  that  the  entrance  to  all  our  Asylums  be  barred  against  them. 

EXHIBIT  "G." 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  8,  1886. 
To  Whom  it  May  Conoebn  : 

I,  J.  S.  Mahaffy,  Recorder  of  8t.  Elmo  Gommandery,  No.  15,  K.  T.,  hereby 
certify  that  at  a  stated  conclave  of  this  Gommandery,  held  March  16,  1886,  a 
transcript  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Mississippi  being 
under  consideration,  on  motion,  Eminent  Sir  B.  F.  Haller,  F.  G.  G.,  Sir  Ed.  A. 
Keeling  and  Sir  John  D.  Huhu,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  »et  forth  the 
facts  in  connection  with  the  conferring  of  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  cer- 
tain applicants  from  Greenville,  Mississippi,  to  place  the  same  before  the 
Grand  commaudory  of  Teuiies^ee,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  redress,  and  to 
take  such  other  measures  art  they  may  deem  best  in  the  premises. 

[Seal. J  James  S.  Mahaffy,  Recorder. 


EXHIBIT  'H." 

Memphis,  Tknn.,  March  28,  1886. 

Eminent  SiE  J.  L.  Foweb,  Grand  Recorder  Knights  Templar,  State  of  Missis- 
sippi : 

Deab  Sib  and  Fbatkb — At  ihe  stated  conclave  of  this  Gommandery,  held 
Tuesday,  16th  inst.,  there  was  read  from  your  printed  abstract  of  Proceedings  of 
Grand  v.ommandery  of  Mii»Ki-«s.ippi,  date  February  13,  1886,  the  report  of  your 
Gommitte^  ou  Templar  Law,  whicii  bears  so  unjustly  on  St.  Elmo  Gommand- 
ery, and  certain  of  its  members,  lu  regard  to  the  conferring  of  the  Orders  up- 
on applicants  resident  at  Greenville,  Mississippi,  that  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  undersigned  committee,  with  instructions  to  present  the  grievance  to  the 
Grand  Gommandery  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  redress. 

From  our  knowledge  of  many  of  the  distinguished  Sir  Knights  who  compose 
the  Grand  Gommandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  we  are  satisfied  that  they 
would  never  knowingly  permit  the  publication  of  a  wrong,  and  this  in  a  shape 
which  places  them  in  a  false  position,  from  which  their  own  integrity  and  high 
sense  of  honor  must  force  them  to  retreat;  and,  therefore,  since  time  is  an  ob- 
ject to  be  gained,  we  trust  you  will  pardon  our  addressing  you  direct  this  com- 
munication, instead  of  through  tiie  customary  channel,  that  we  may  at  least 
endeavor  to  save  you  from  a  mortification  which  will  surely  follow,  should  ac- 
tion be  had  upon  our  statement  as  forwarded  to  the  Gommittee  on  Grievances 
of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of   Fenne^^see. 

The  question  at  issue  turns  upon  a  proper  waiver  of  jurisdiction  : 

St.  Elmo  Gommandery,  No.  15,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  holds  two  documents,  of 
which  the  following  are  correct  copies  : 

|No.  1.— Telegram.] 

Lexington,  Miss.,  February  17,  1885. 
£.  A.  Keeling,  Recorder  : 

Receive  petition.     Jurisdiction  waived. 

E.  G.  Jones,  £.  0., 
Lexington  Gommandery,  No.  3. 

[No.  2.— Letter.] 

Lexington,  Miss.,  February  16,  1886. 

E.A.  Keeling,  Secretary,  St.  Elmo  Gommandery,  No.  15,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Deab  Sib — Your  favor  of  the  4th,  in  regard  to  the  Oompanions  of  Green- 
ville,   Mississippi,  who  wish  to  take   the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  yoar  Gom- 
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mandery,  received.  Will  Bay  that  we  are  sorry  that  the  location  of  Qreenville 
is  such  that,  although  we  are  the  nearest,  still  we  are  the  farthest,  and  will  offer 
no  objections  to  the  companions  taking  the  Orders  in  your  Gommandery,  hop- 
ing that  they  may  soon  haye  a  sufficient  number  of  Sir  Knights  to  start  one  on 
their  own  hook.  Fraternally  yonrs, 

G.  G.  Jones,  £.  0. 
[Seal.]  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8. 

We  presume  these  two  papers  will  settle  definitely  the  authority  of  St.  Elmo 
Commandery,  No.  15,  to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  question.  They 
cannot  be  otherwise  construed  than  as  a  proper  waiver  of  jurisdiction,  particu- 
larly as  they  came  in  reply,  as  acknowledged  in  the  letter,  to  a  regular  applica- 
tion for  a  waiver,  dated  February  4th,  1886,  authorized  by  St.  Elmo  Command- 
ery, and  sent  under  seal  in  due  form  to  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3. 

Had  St.  Elmo  Commandery  desired  to  inyade  the  jurisdiction  of  Mississippi, 
she  would  not  have  made  her  application  for  waiver,  and  her  anxiety  ou  this 
score  is  shown  by  her  telegraphing  to  inquire  cause  of  delay  in  making  response, 
which  elicted  t  he  dispatch  transcribed  above. 

The  latter  portion  of  your  committee's  report,  containing  a  slur  upon  the 
motives  of  the  Greenville  applicants,  and  making  that  slur  a  reason  for  "bar- 
ring the  entrance"  to  your  Asylums  from  them,  we  are  sorry  to  read.  Both  in 
language  and  intent,  it  is  nnworthy  of  a  body  as  dignified  and  courteous  as  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  and  certainly  must  have  escaped  attention 
in  the  hurry  of  legislative  business. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Mis.<iiflsippi 
may  deprive  these  Greenville  Sir  Knights  of  Templar  privileges  in  its  own 
Jurisdiction,  nevertheless,  the  fact  remains  that  these  debarred  Templars  are 
still  gentlemen,  still  brothers,  still  companions,  and  a  condemnation  upon  ex 
parte  evidence,  without  trial,  or  without  even  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
their  own  defense,  will  not  convince  the  Templar  world  that  their  motives  for 
applying  to  St.  Elmo  Commandery  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  arose  from 
distate  for  what  your  committee  calls  "  your  poorly-provided  Commanderies, 
ill-suited  to  aristocratic  pretensions." 

The  letter  of  waiver,  copied  above,  shows  absolutely  that  Lexington  Com- 
mandery, No.  3,  understood  and  appreciated  the  reasons  which  prompted  these 
Greenville  applicants  to  petition  St.  Elmo.  Eminent  Sir  Jones  is  ''  sorry  that 
the  location  of  Greenville  is  such  that  although  we  (Lexington)  are  nearest, 
still  we  (Ijexington)  are  farthest. ''  He  knew  also  that  the  ultimate  object  of 
Fraterd  was  the  establishment  of  a  Commandery  at  or  near  Greenville,  thus 
strengthening  the  Order  in  Mississippi,  for  he  trusts  in  conclusion  that  they 
may  soon  have  a  '*  sufficient  number  of  Knights  to  start  one  on  their  own 
book. " 

Further  statement  of  their  motives  is  unnecessary,  and  we  think  no  well- 
minded  Templar  will  believe  that  these  Greenville  Sir  Knights  have  staltified 
themselves,  when  in  the  most  solemn  manner  known  to  oor  Order,  they 
avouched  the  sincerity  and  good  faith  of  their  application. 

We  place  these  facts  before  you.  Eminent  Sir,  in  advance  of  our  communica- 
tion to  our  own  Grand  Body,  as  a  simple  matter  of  duty  to  you,  to  ourselves, 
and  to  the  Greenville  Sir  Knights  concerned,  in  the  faint  hope  of  staying  the 
publication  of  unjust  action  which  could  only  possibly  have  arisen  from  a 
thorough  misunderstanding  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Very  courteously  yours, 

B.  F.  Halleb,  p.  G.  C, 
E.  A.  Keelino, 
John  D.  Huhn, 

Committee. 
EXHIBIT  "  I. " 

Jackson,  Miss.,  March  31,  1886. 

Deab  Sib  and  Fbateb^I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cour- 
2 
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teouB  favor  of  the  24th  inst.,  inclosiug  a  transcript  of  the  action  of  St.  Elmo 
Gommandery  on  the  proceedings  of  oor  Grand  Commandery  touching  the 
Orders  conferred  on  certain  Companions  residing  in  Greenville,  Miss.  I  have 
forwarded  same  to  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  for  such  action  as  he  may  be 
pleased  to  take  in  the  premises. 

When  oar  Grand  Gommandery  met  in  June  of  last  year  this  matter  was 
brought  to  its  attention  on  an  informal  complaint  by  some  of  the  Sir  Knights 
in  Vicksburg,  who  seemed  to  think  that  the  Greenville  Companions  should  have 
applied  for  the  Orders  in  Vicksburg.  A  resolution  was  thereupon  introduced 
by  Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan  (our  present  Grand  Commander),  setting  forth  that  in- 
formation had  been  received  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction,  etc.,  and  requesting 
the  Grand  Commander  to  communicate  all  the  facts  to  the  Grand  Commander 
of  Tennessee,  and  request  information  thereon.  Our  Grand  Commander,  at 
Grand  Conclave,  on  the  9th  ult.,  reported  the  correspondence  that  had  taken 
place,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  which  reported  as 
set  forth  in  my  circular  of  February  13th.  The  committee  claims  that  Lex- 
ington Gommandery  did  not,  in  fact,  waive  jurisdiction,  which  could  only  have 
been  done  hy  the  Com-niandery^  and  by  unanimotm  baUoL  (Sec.  53  Rules  and 
Edicts,  page  92,  Transactions  1886.) 

The  regular  Conclaves  of  Lexington  Gommandery  are  on  the  4th  Tuesday  of 
each  month.  No.  1  telegram  from  Sir  G.  G.  Jones  is  dated  February  17th,  and 
No.  2  letter  dated  16th.  The  Gommandery  had  not  held  its  regular  meeting  for 
that  month,  and  we  had  the  statement  of  Sir  James  T.  Meade,  who  was  the 
Eminent  Commander  for  lS8o,  and  was  present,  aR  such,  at  our  Grand  Con- 
clave in  June  (pnge  14  Proceedings),  that  the  Gommandery  had  not  been 
called  together  to  consider  the  application,  and  hence  that  jurisdiction  had  not 
been  duly  waived. 

Sir  Jones  was  the  Eminent  Commander  for  1884,  and  I  presume  was  holding 
over  in  February,  1885,  when  he  signed  his  name  as  E.  C.,  and  usea  the  seal  of 
the  Gommandery. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  the  facts  as  we  understand  them.  Our 
committee,  consisting  of  Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  and  Charles  T. 
Chamberlain,  gave  the  subject  considerable  thought,  and  it  was  quite  freely 
discussed,  and  the  opinion  was  unanimous  that  our  Jurisdiction  had  been  in- 
vaded, and  the  action  of  St.  Elmo  irregular.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  letter 
and  telegram  of  Sir  Jones,  or  copies  of  same,  were  not  before  our  Grand  Gom- 
mandery. 

It  is  only  within  the  la.st  ten  days  that  I  learned  the  names  of  the  Compan- 
ions who  had  thus  been  knighted,  and  I  was  about  to  issue  a  circular  to  the 
Gommanderies  calling  particular  attention  to  them,  and  to  the  action  had  ;  but 
I  shall  take  no  further  steps  except  to  lay  the  matter  before  our  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  to  interest  myself  in  arriving  at  an  honorable  adjustment  of  the 
matters  involved.  Fraternally  and  courteously  yours, 

J.  L.  PowEB,  Grand  Recorder. 

To  Sir  Jas.  S.  Mahaffy,  Acting  Recorder  St.  Elmo  Gommandery,  No.  15,  Mem- 
phi.s,  Tenn. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  the  address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  (irand  Com- 
mander, with  accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  for 
apportionment  of  the  several  important  matters  therein  set  forth,  which  com- 
mittee, as  appointed  by  the  R.'.  E.\  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  consists  of 
Past  Grand  Commanders  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  M.  Savory. 

Ou  motion  of  P.'.  G.'.  C.*.  Towler,  a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
upon  R.'.  E.\  Sir  John  Frizzell,  P.'.  G.\  C.*.,  Grand  Gommandery  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  v.*.  E.'.  Sir  Charles  W.  Mosby,  D.*.  G.'.  C.'.  of  same  Grand  Juris- 
diction, now  in  this  city  as  Special  Commissioners,  and  introduce  them  to  this 
-Grand  Body. 
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Sir  Knights  Towler  and  Speed  were  appointed  as  said  committee,  who,  in  a 
few  minutes,  introduced  the  eminent  Sir  Knights  above  named,  and  after  being 
xsordially  welcomed  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  sabmitted  their  cre- 
dentials as  follows: 

Grand  Commandebt  of  Tennessee  Knights  Templab,  y 

Office  of  the  Gband  Commander,        [- 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  1,  1887.      ) 

R.'.  £.'.  Sir  John  Fbizzell,  V.  G.  C,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Deab  Sib  and  Fbateb: — In  conjanction  with  V.*.  E.*.  Sir  Charles  W.  Mosby, 
G.'.  C.*.,  you  are  hereby  appointed  a  special  commissioner  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee,  with  instructions  to  visit  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Mississippi  at  its  Annual  Conclave  to  be  held  on  the  8th  day  of 
February,  1887.  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  with  that  distinguished  and 
Knightly  Grand  Body  all  matters  of  grievance  which  may  exist  between  that 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Grand  Commandery  or  Subordinate  Commandery  of 
Tennessee. 

You  will  endeavor  in  every  honorable  way  to  arrive  at  some  amicable  agree- 
ment upon  questions  at  issue,  and  convey  to  the  Knights  of  the  Jurisdiction 
which  you  are  to  visit  the  assurance  of  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  undis- 
turbed the  most  courteous  and  cordial  relations. 

The  result  of  your  conference  you  will  report  in  writing,  so  that  proper 
action  may  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  at  its  Annual 
Conclave  to  be  held  May  17,  1887. 

Courteously  yours, 

HENRY  C.  HENSLEY,  Grand  Commander. 
Attest.— W.  T.  Foster,  G.  R. 

[The  coDimission  of  Sir  Charles  W.  Mosby  is  of  like  tenor.] 

On  motion  of  Sir  Towler,  the  credentials  of  the  Special   Commissioners  from 

the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  were  referred  to  such  committee  as  may 

be  appointed  to  consider  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Commander's  Address. 


REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account  as  follows: 

Jackson,  Miss.,  February  8,  1887. 
To  the  R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

I   beg  leave  to   submit  my  Seventeenth  Annual    Report    as   your    Grand 
Recorder. 
The  receipts  for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.    1 |l  16  00 

Magnolia  •'               No.    2  for  1884 74  00 

Magnolia  "               No.     2  for  1885 46  00 

Lexington  "              No.    8 18  00 

Holly  Springs  "  No.    4 

Rosalie  "              No.    6 ;.  44  00 

St.Cyr  "  No.    6 

Winona  "              No.    7 23  00 

DeMolay  '•  No.    8 

Ivanhoe  "              No.  10 30  00 

Canton  "  No.  11 

CoeurdeLion  "              No.  13 16  00 

Xj^renada  "              No.  15 22  00 

Total I  288  00 
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The  arrearage  of  MisBissippi  Gommandery,  No.  1,  amounting  to  $142.00,  in 
addition  to  the  dues  of  1886,  are  still  unsettled,  but  the  funds  are  now  in  the- 
Treasury  of  that  Gommandery  to  liquidate  most  of  this  indebtedness. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4,  is  in  arrear  for  1884, 1785,  and  no  prospect  of  collect- 
ing the  dues  for  1 886. 

8t.  Cjr,  No.  6,  DeMolay,  No.  8,  and  Canton,  No.  10,  are  still  in  arrear  for 
1885. 

In  September  last,  I  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Grand  Encamp- 
ment the  Returns  and  dues  of  this  Grand  Gommandery  for  the  year  1886. 

On  March  4, 1  received  from  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Nebraska  a  com- 
mission for  our  Grand  ("ommander  as  Grand  Representative  of  that  Grand 
Body,  and  forwarded  the  same  on  that  date. 

On  July  9,  I  received  and  forwarded  the  commission  of  Sir  W .  P.  Towler  as 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Maryland. 

On  July  9,  I  issued  a  commission  to  Sir  Alex.  M.  Dockery  as  Representative 
at  Grand  Gommandery  of  Missouri^  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Sir  Wm.  E.  Prall. 

November  10,  was  notified  by  Sir  John  Woolverton,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,, 
of  his  resignation  as  Grand  Representative,  and  requested  him  to  suggest  the 
name  of  a  successor.     Sir  Thomas  Goodson  was  commissioned  December  27. 

November  27,  received  from  the  Grand  Gommander  of  Indiana  commission- 
for  Sir  Frank  H.  Foote,  as  Grand  Representative  of  that  Jurisdiction. 

December  6,  1886,  forwarded  to  Sir  James  T.  Meade  commission  as  Grand 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa. 

January  29, 1887,  forwarded  to  Sir  Matt  F.  Ash  his  re-appointment  as  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  no  other  matters  of  interest  to  note. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.   L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

1887.  Dr. 

February  8.     To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date $  288  OO 

Cb. 

By  balance  last  report $     17  67 

By  Pay-Roll  last  Conclave 74  25 

By  Dues  to  Grand  Encampment 15  70 

By  Proceedings  and  other  printing 118  50 

By  Postage 8  35 

By  Salary  Grand  Recorder 60  00 

Total $  284  47 

Balance  in  Treasury 3  53 

Total I  288  00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  T.  MEADE,  Grand  Treasurer 


The  Reports  and  Accounts  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  were 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  consisting  of  Sirs  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  H.  M. 
Romberger,  G.  C.  Ross. 


I 
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The  Special  Committee  to  apportion  the  Address  of  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Gom- 

cnander  reported  as  follows: 

To  THE  Gbamo  Gommahdkbt  : 

Your  special  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  Address  of  the  H.*.  E.'. 
Orand  Commander  fraternally  recommend: 

1.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Templar  Law,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  con- 
iroTersy  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee,  so  mnch  as  relates  to 
Official  Acts,  and  so  mnch  as  relates  to  Ritual,  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  and 
condition  of  the  Order,  be  referred  to  the  (/ommittee  on  Templar  Law. 

2.  So  mnch  as  relates  to  Grand  Representatives,  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

8.  So  mnch  as  relates  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

4.  So  mnch  as  relates  to  special  conrtesies  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Missouri,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

6.  So  much  as  relates  to  interchange  of  mementoes,  to  a  special  committee 
-of  three. 

Courteously  and  fraternally  submitted, 

W.  G.  Paiton, 

H.    M.    ROMBEBOEB, 

p.  M.  Saveby, 

Committee. 

T'he  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  Grand    Commandery,  at  1   o'clock,    was  declared    adjourned  until  3 

•o'clock  p.  M. 


\  AFTBRNOOBI  8ES8ION. 


"The  Grand  Commandery  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  y.'.  E.*.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

SPEOIAIi   COMMITTEES. 

On  Gband  Repbbsentatives — Frederic  Speed,  W.  P.  Towler,  J.  J.  Hayes. 
Gband  Ekoampmemt — Same  as  above. 

DoiNOS  OF  Gband  Offiobbs — W,  P.  To>»ler,  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  J.  E.  Martin. 
Coubtesies  of  Gband  Commandeby  of  Missoubi— P.  M.  Havery,  J.  J.  Hayes, 
Chas.  T.  Chamberlain. 

Intbbghanob  of  Mementoes — W.  P.  Towler,  J.  L.  Power,  J.  J.  Hayes. 

On  motion  the   Grand   Commandery  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand 

Officers.    Sirs  W.  A.  Bodenhamer  and  C.  C.  Ross  were  appointed  tellers.    The 

f9llowing  were  chosen 

OBAND   OFFIOEBB: 

Sib  N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson Grand  Commander. 

SiB  Fbbdebio  Speed Vicksburg Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sib  J.  J.  Hayes Vicksburg Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  J.  E.  Mabtin Canton Grand  Captain-General. 

Sib  Wm.  Pbibstley Canton Grand  Prelate. 

Sib  B.  T.  Kimbbouoh Oxford Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  W.  a.  Bodbnhameb, Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden. 
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Sib  Ja8.  T.  Meade Lexington Grand  Treasorer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Fowkb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  0.  C.  Ross Okolona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  Wif .  RioHABDS Satartia Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  Ghas.  T.  Ghambkblain Natchez Grand  Warder. 

Sib  D.  D.  L.  Quxnm Colmnbos Grand  Captain  of  the  Gaard. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

To  R.*.  E.'.  Gband  Commandeby  of  Mississippi  :  / 

■i 

We,  your  Finance    Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the   reports  of  the  | 

Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  we  have  care-  ^■ 

fully  examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Geo.  DbLap, 

H.    M.    ROMBXBOEB, 

C.  0.  Ross, 

Committee. 

No  further  business  appearing,  a  recess  for  ten  minutes  was  declared. 
The  recess  having  expired,  the  several  Grand  Officers  elect  were   then  duly 
installed  by  the  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander. 

BBPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON    TXMPIiAB   I.AW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote: 

To  The  Most  Eminent  Gband  Commandkby  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  begs  leave  to  report  that  it  has  maturely 
considered  so  much  of  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander's  address  as 
refers  to  what  is  therein  spoken  of  as  ^Hhe  disturbed  fraternal  relations  towards 
our  sister  Jurisdiction  of  Tennessee,"  and  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of  a  free 
and  full  consultation  with  the  distinguished  Representatives  of  that  Grand 
Commandery,  now  upon  the  floor  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

Without  entering  into  details,  we  arrive  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  That  the  action  of  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Lexington  Commandery, 
in  assuming  to  act  for  his  Commandery  without  convening  it,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  the  individual  consent  of  any  member  of  that  Commandery,  was 
without  any  degree  of  validity,  and  conferred  no  jurisdiction  upon  St.  Elmo 
Commandery. 

2.  That  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  basing  its  action  upon  a  telegram  and  let- 
ter, which  from  their  language  it  could  not  but  conclude  was  the  official  action 
of  Lexington  Commandery  waiving  jurisdiction  over  said  candidates,  was  fully 
justified  in  conferring  the  orders  upon  the  Companions  from  Mississippi,  re- 
garding which  complaint  has  been  made. 

3.  That  the  Sir  Knights  who  received  the  orders  in  St.  Elmo  Commandery 
as  aforesaid,  being  in  ignorance  of  the  rules  of  the  order,  were  not  blam able. 

Therefore  we  offer  the  following  resolution  for  your  action  : 

Besolved,  That  the  order  of  this  Commandery,  declaring  the  Sir  Knights  from 
Greenville,  who  received  the  orders  in  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  15,  of  Mem- 
phis, irregularly  made  and  barring  the  entrance  to  our  Asylums  against  them, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abrogated. 

Tour  committee  has  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of 
the  facts,  or  to  seek  to  impute  wrong  motives  to  either  the  candidates  or  St. 
Elmo  Commandery,  but  we  may  remark  in  passing,  that  if  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery  had  observed  the  custom  prevailing  on  such  occasions,  and  applied 
through  its  own  Grand  Commander   for  the  waiver  of  jurisdiction  it  sought 
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over  these  candidateB,  that  a  correspondence  passing  throngh  the  usual  chan- 
nels would  haye  prevented  the  unfortunate  assumption  of  power  by  the  then 
EuQinent  Commander  of  Lexington  Gommanderj  in  assuming  to  act  as  a  whole 
Gqmmandery,  from  escaping  detection  and  thereby  would  have  eliminated  the 
only  really  blamable  feature  of  this  controversy,  which  we  have  the  pleas- 
ure to  say  has  not  been  without  its  compensating  results,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  pleasure  it  has  afForded  the  Grand  Commandery  of  receiving  and 
welcoming  upon  its  floor  the  Special  Commissioners  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Tennessee,  Eminent  Sirs  Frizzell  and  Mosby,  whom  it  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  meet  and  greet,  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  fact  that  some- 
thing has  occurred  to  cause  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  Tennes- 
see to  send  upon  a  mission  to  this  Grand  Commandery  Sir  Knights  whom  we 
esteem  so  highly. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Fbkdebio  Speed, 
P.  M.  Savebt, 

B.    T.     KlMBBOUOH, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  following  report, 

which  was  adopted : 

To  THE  Gbahd  Commakdebt  : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  OflBcers,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
we  have  carefully  considered  that  part  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address, 
recommending  that  Knights  Templars  take  more  interest  in  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  from  which  sources  we  derive  our  membership.  We  heartily  en- 
dorse the  same  and  recommend  the  Knights  Templars  throughout  this  Jurisdic- 
diction  give  it  their  earnest  support. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

B.    T.    KiMBBOUUH, 
W.  P    ToWIiEB, 

Jos.  E.  Mabtin, 

[Committee. 

INTERCHANGE  OF  MEMENTOES. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

To  THE  Gband  Commamdbby  : 

We,  your  committee  appointed  on  the  interchange  of  mementoes  by  Knights 
Templars,  concur  with  the  Grand  Commander  in  his  recommendation  that  a 
miniature  die  be  made  of  our  Grand  Standard,  and  the  same  adopted  as  the 
badge  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  that  the  Grand  Commander  appoint  a 
special  committee  of  three  to  have  the  said  die  made. 

Courteously  submitted, 

W.    P.   TOWLEB, 
J.    L.    POWEB, 

J.  J.  Hayes, 

Committee. 

The  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  appointed  as  the  committee  provided  for  in 
the  foregoing  report,  the  Sir  Knights  submitting  the  same. 

TEMPIiAIt   COURTESIES. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

To  THE  Gband  Commandeey  : 

Your  Special  Committee  on  Templar  courtesies  extended  by  the  Fraters  of 
Missouri  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi  during  the  late  Triennial  Conclave 
in  St.  Louis,  fraternally  report : 
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That  the  chiyalry  and  generous  hospitality  of  the  Fraters  of  Missouri  are 
proverbial,  and  were  not  a  matter  of  surprise ;  nevertheless  we  tender  the 
thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  the  conrtesies  extended  and  for  the 
beautiful  memento  of  said  Triennial  presented  to  this  Grand  Gommanderj, 
which  we  recognize  as  another  link  in  friendship's  chain  to  unite  brethren, 
companions  and  Knights  Templars. 

P.  M.  Savbbt, 
J.  J.  Hates, 

Chas.  T.  Chaicbkslain, 
Committee. 

NEXT   OBAND   COMOLAVE. 

i?ir  W.  G.  Paxton  offerred  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Grand  Conclave  be  held  at ,  on  Monday,  (or 

two  days,)  preceding  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

THANKS  TO  OBAND  COMMANDBB. 

Sir  p.  M.  Savery  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Itesolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and  are  hereby 
tendered  to  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  Sir.  6 .  A.  Vaughn,  for  his  courteous  and 
knightly  government  of  the  Knights  Templars  of  Mississippi  during  his  term 
of  office. 

OBAND  BEPBESENTATIVE8. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
To  THE  Gband  Commandeby  : 

9 

The  Special  Committee  on  Grand  Representatives  beg  leave  to  report  upon 
so  much  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander's  Address  as  refers  to  the  expiration 
of  the  commissions  of  Grand  Representatives  from  this  to  other  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  that  by  resolution  to  be  found  upon  page  15,  proceedings  of  1885, 
the  commissions  of  all  Grand  Representatives  from  this  Grand  Commandery 
have  expired,  and  they  recommend  that  the  Grand  Commander  fill  the  vacan- 
cies thus  created  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Fbedebio  Speed, 
W.  P.  TowiiEB, 
James  J.  Hates, 

Committee. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES   AND   INSPEOTOBS. 

The  R.\  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following  Standing  Commit- 
tees and  Division  Inspectors : 

Templbb  Law— Frederic  Speed,  Chairman,  Vioksburg ;  B.  T.  Kimbrough, 
Oxford  ;  H.  M.  Romberger,  Water  Valley. 

Fbatebnal  Cobbespondenoe— E.  George  DeLap,  Chairman,  Natchez ;  R.  A. 
Owen,  Port  Gibson  ;  C.  C.  Ross,  Okolona. 

Inspeotobs — Division  No.  1 — J.  J.  Hayes,  Vicksbur^. 
Division  No.  2— C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus. 
Division  No.  3— W.  P.  Towler,  Grenada. 
DiviPion  No.  4 — J.  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson. 


1887]  OKA^D   COMMANDER Y    OF   MISSISSirPI.  25 

No  farther  business  appearing,  the  Qrand  Commanderjr,  at  6  o'clock,  p.  v., 
adjonrned  to  meet  on  the  second  Tnesday  in  February,  1 888,  at  such  place  as 
may  be  selected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter. 

N.  S.  WALKER, 

Grand  Comm amdbb. 


r^^.^:^. 


Gbamd  Reoobdbe. 


Report  ok  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


INTRODUCTORY.  ^ 

To  THE  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commandeby  of  Mibbissippi  : 

The  undersigned  of  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  conrteouslj 
submits  the  following  review  of  pamphlets  received  : 

ALABAMA— 1886. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  City  of  Montgomery,  May  19th. 
Present :  Rt/.  £/.  James  Thaddeus  Hotzclaw,  Grand  Commander,  E.  Sir  Daniel 
Say  re,  Grand  Recorder,  and  most  of  the  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  that 
Jurisdiction.  The  Credentials  Committee  reported  representatives  from  but 
four  of  the  ten  subordinate  Commanderies,  which  indicates  a  rather  unhealthy 
state  of  affairs.  As  usual  the  G.  C.  reported  that  he  had  intended  to  have 
visited  all  the  Subordinates,  etc.,  but,  also  as  usual,  was  prevented.     He  regrets  l 

that  the  usual  annual  parade  was  balked,  and  expresses  tl^e  opinion  that  this  { 

sort  of  thing  has  a  tendency  for  good  to  the  Order,  in  which  view  we  do  not 
concur.  He  has  this  to  say  in  regard  to  the  state  of  Masonry  and  Templary  in 
Alabama,  and  as  we  are  very  much  in  the  same  boat,  we  can  and  do  sympathize 
with  him  and  the  brethren  of  that  State  :  "I  cannot  but  remark  that  there 
seems  to  be  an  apathy  in  all  the  Degrees  of  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction  at 
present.''  He  does  not  believe  that  suspension  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  for 
non-payment  T>f  dues,  should  suspend  in  the  Commandery.  We  are  glad,  how- 
ever, that  the  Law  Committee  could  not  see  it  in  that  light. 

Proceedings  local.  The  report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of 
our  old  friend  Sir  Say  re,  and  like  its  predecessors,  is  a  good  one.  He  speaks 
pleasantly  of  Sir  Erwin's  report,  but  expresses  no  regret  at   the  illness  or  ab-  | 

sence  of  this  reporter,  which  is  very  unkind  of  him.  i 

Reviewing  Sir  Gnilbert's  report  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  he  has 
this  to  say  : 

"We  are  sorry  to  say  that  Sir  Kt.  Guilbert  now  takes  leave  of  us.  We  shall 
miss  him.  He  is  one  of  the  best  writers  in  the  Guild.  But  perhaps  he  will  re- 
turn again,  and  if  he  does  may  we  be  there  to  see.  But  for  the  present  we  bid 
him  farcweil.  May  he  prosper  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  when  he  comes  to 
lay  down  on  the  bed  of  death,  may  his  soul  wing  its  flight  to  that  happy  land 
where  sin  and  sorrow  never  come." 

To  all  of  which  we  say  Amen,  most  heartily. 

Sir  Daniel  Smith  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  as  before 
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A  R  K  A  N  8  A  S— 1  8  8  6. 

The  Fonrteenth  Anuaal  was  held  in  the  Oity  of  Little  Rook,  May  H-  Present : 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Benjamin  Franklin  Atkinson,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  James  Austin 
Henry,  Grand  Recorder  ;  the  fall  staff  and  the  Representatives  of  eight  out  of 
nine  Snbordinates.  The  address  is  a  business  paper,  and  contains  a  concise 
and  a  well-written  account  of  his  stewardship.  He  has  this  to  say  in  reference 
to  that  prince  of  humbugs,  the  Grand  Encampment : 

^^While  this  Supreme  Body  is  still  the  bete  noir  of  some  of  our  Grand  Bodies, 

^  and  has  evoked  the  adverse  criticism  of  many  able  writers,  I  deem  it  proper  to 

1  reaffirm  the  loyalty  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of 

I  the  U*  S.  A.,  as  set  forth  by  my  predecessors.  Granting  that  its  sins  of  omission 

'  and  commission  were  many  ;  that  pageantry  and  show  seemed  to  be  the  business 

of  its  session  and  legislation  the  incident,  does  this  not  prove  our  humanity  ? 

Should  we  abolish  a  Congress  of  the  U.  S«   because  its  chosen   members  are 

sometimes  recreant  to  the  trust  imposed  in  them,  by  wasting  precious  time,  in 

leaving  undone  many  of  those  things  which  they  should  have  done,  and  doing 

other  things  they  should  not  have  done  ?" 

To  this  we  respond,  that  if  the  sins  referred  to  did  not  so  largely  counterbal- 
ance any  possible  good  that  could  result  from  the  perpetuity  of  the  concern, 
then  we  would  not  complain.  The  Congress  of  the  U.  S.,  and  the  Grand  En- 
campment are  two  very  different  bodies  }  but  there  is  not  so  great  a  difference 
in  the  make-up  of  the  two  as  there  is  in  the  circumstance  that  resulted  in  their 
creation.  One — Congress — is  a  necessity  incident  to  our  form  of  Government ; 
the  other  an  excrescence  upon  the  body  of  Templary — a  nuisance  that  ought 
to  be  abated.  The  average  Congressman  does  do  a  little  something  in  the 
direction  of  a  performance  of  the  duty  to  which  he  was  elected.  True,  he  may 
"'{  get  on  a  tare  occasionalUy,  but  by  doing  so  he  does  not  do  violence  to  the  Con- 

stitution of  the  country  and  injures  no  one  but  himself  ;  in  other  words— if  he 
don't  do  any  good  he  doesn't  do  much  harm.  On  the  other  hand,  our  Grand 
Encampment  is  the  supreme  governing  body  of  an  institution  founded  upon 
the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues  ;  the  conserva- 
tor, in  a  measure,  of  the  morals  of  the  country,  and  ^when  the  general  public 
understand,  as  they  soon  will,  that  these  bibulous  and  licentious  brethren  are 
legislators  of  the  Order,  they  will  have  but  a  small  opinion  of  its  use  as  an 
Evangelist.  Our  R.'.  E/.  friend  knows  as  well  as  we  do  that  all  that  keeps  the 
G.  E.  alive  is  the  Triennial  Drunk  and  show  it  provides  for  its  members  and 
visitors,  and  if  this  is  what  he  calls  proving  our  humanity,  we  protest  against 
the  price  paid  for  the  evidence. 

The  address  is  well-written,  and,  aside  from  its  endorsement  of  the  G.  E.,  is 
all  correct.  The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  in  this  State,  for 
which  we  are  glad. 

Proceedings  local.     No  report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  John  Dunning  .\dams  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  James  Austin  Henry, 
Grand  Recorder. 


CANADA— 1886. 


The  Third  Annual  Session  of  the  Great  Priory  assembled  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,   Province  of  Ontario,  July   13,     Present :  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Knight  J.  A, 
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HenderBOD,  Q.  C.  D.  C.  L.  G.  C.  T.,  Acting  Grand  Master  on  the  Throne  ;  R.'. 
E.*.  Sir.  Knight  Daniel  Spry,  K.  C.  T.,  Grand  Chancellor,  together  with  an  in- 
numerable mnltitnde  of  Great  Grand  and  Grand  Officers,  Proyincial  Priors,  Past 
Grand  and  Grand  Officers  and  the  Representatiyes  of  Twenty-Three  Precep- 
tories.  We  note  the  fact  that  our  distinguished  fratre.  Sir  Daniel  Spry,  repre- 
sented no  less  than  fonr  Preceptories,  three  of  them  as  proxy.  Considering 
the  number  of  titles  attached  to  each  of  the  Grand  and  other  officers,  and  the 
duties  incumbent  on  him  to  discharge  as  the  Representatiye  of  four  Precep- 
tories, we  think  he  needs  to  be  spry  in  practice  as  well  as  in  name. 

The  address  of  Supreme  Grand  Master  Moore,  like  all  emanations  from 
that  source,  is  an  instruotivo  and  most  interesting  production.  We  should 
like  to  clip  from  it  for  your  edification  and  instruction,  but  time  and  space 
forbid.     We  copy  his  dosing  : 

**  Praters,  while  there  are  no  crusades  to  be  undertaken,  or  bodily  foes  to 
face,  there  are  doctrines  to  be  received  which  will  inevitably  lead  us  to  con- 
flicts and  many  sacrifices,  and  we  must,  as  soldiers  of  the  cross,  face  them 
all  in  defence  of  the  truth.  Our  armor  and  our  foes  are  spiritual,  and  with 
these  we  can  overcome.  Let  us,  then,  ever  look  to  the  cross,  the  symbol  of 
our  faith,  as  the  guiding  star  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Divine  Master, 
and  be  ever  ready  to  rally  round  that  standard,  as  did  the  Templars  of  old, 
when  they  heard  their  battle-cry  'Beauceant,  Beauceant,  for  the  Temple.*  " 

Our  beloved  friend  and  fratre,  Sir  Theo.T.  Gurney,  being  present,  was  re- 
ceived with  distinguished  honor  and  kindness.  We  thank  you,  brethren — you 
honored  yourselves  in  honoring  him. 

Proceedings  local.  The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  and  growing  state. 
No  report  on  Correspondence. 

M.'.  E.*.  Sir  W.  J.  McLeod  Moore,  Supreme  Grand  Master;  R.*.  E.'.  Sir 
Knight  Daniel  Spry,  G.  C.  T.,  is  Grand  Chancellor. 


CALIFORNIA— 1886. 

The  twenty-eighth  Antiual  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  April  29. 
Present,  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Philip  Walter  Keyser,  Grand  Commander  ;  £.'.  Sir  Thos. 
Hubbard  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  full  staff  ;  a  big  array  of  Past  Grands 
and  the  representative  of  all  but  one  of  the  Subordinates.  The  address  is 
quite  lengthy  and  confined  mostly  to  local  affairs.    He  says  : 

The  Templar  year,  now  so  near  its  close,  has  been  uneventful  so  far  as  our 

Order  in  this  State  is  concerned.  The  several  Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion have  been  as  a  rule,  prosperous,  increasing  in  membership,  and  maintain- 
ing an  unflagging  interest  in  the  success  and  influence  of  Templarism  ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  state  that  nothing  has  come  to  my  knowlege  to  indicate  any  in- 
terruption in  the  peace  and  harmony  that  have  heretofore  prevailed  among 
the  several  Commanderies  as  such,  and  among  the  members  composing 
them  as  such. 

We  congratulate  our  California  f raters  on  so  good  a  showing.    Proceedings  J 

local. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  hands  of  that  able  and 
eminent  Mutual,  Sir  Thomas  H.  Caswell,  and  like  all  his  work  is  good  and 
true.     He  reviews  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies  in  his  usual 
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clear  and  interesting  style,  among  them  onr  own  for  1885.     Under  the  head  of 

Canada,  we  find  the  following  which  we  most  heartily  endorse,  except  the 

assamption  of  the  right  of  any  English  subject  to  feel  or  express  contempt  at 

American. 

We  have  made  these  lengthy  exxtracts  in  order  to  show  how  one  learned, 
sensible  and  consistent  Knight  Templar  looks  upon  our  American  system  of 
gilt,  gaodf'.lace,  f ass  and  feathers.  Always  preserving  the  langnage  of  Knightly 
courtesy,  it  is  plain,  nevertheless,  that  the  stern  old  Templar  holds  the  entire 
system  in  thorough  and  unmitigated  contempt ;  and,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  nature  and  teachings  of  the  Order,  who  can  blame  him?  Not  the 
writer,  by  the  rood.  If  we  had  the  power  to-day,  we  would  incontinently 
abolish  every  vestige  of  buttons,  lace,  feathers,  and  such  like  tomfoolery, 
forbid  all  parades,  prize  drills,  etc.,  and  return  to  the  simplicity  of  the  ancient 
Templars,  tarn  out  of  our  Asylums  all  who  deny  the  divinify  of  Christ,  in- 
fidels, atheists,  Turks,  Jews  and  Mohammedans,  and  make  the  Order  what  it 
was  intended  to  be,  a  Christian  Order,  whose  votaries  should  know  what  the 
Christian  religion  is,  and  practice  its  tenets. 

Sir  Caswell  clips  largely  from  our  proceedings  ;  speaks  pleasantly  of  Sir 
Irwin's  maiden  effort,  and,  altogether,  treats  Mississippi  with  great  considera- 
tion. We  are  grateful.*  He  gets  up  a  most  excellent  report,  which  it  wou'd  do 
yon  good  to  read,  but  you  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  printing  it,  hence  we  must 
leave  it. 

Sir  Reuben  Hedley  Lloyd  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F, 
C.  same  as  before. 


C  O  N  N  E  C  T  I C  U  T.— 1886. 

The  Forty -ninth  Annuat  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  March 
16.  Present — R.\  E.".  Sir  W.  E.Seeley,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  John  W. 
Stedmuu,  Grand  Recorder,  pro  tern ;  a  full  staff,  a  goodly  number  of  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Past  E.  C.s,  Grand  Representatives  and  the  Representatives  of  all 
the  Subordinates,  eleven  in  number. 

The  address  is  a  fall  resume  of  the  doings  of  the  R.'.  E.'.  during  the  year,  and 
is  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  local  matters.  He  refers  the  Pennsylvania  res- 
olations  to  the  Grand  Commandery  without  comment.  He  reports  a  net  gain 
of  43  during  the  year,  which  is  not  bad  for  so  small  a  Jurisdiction,  The  death 
list  is  quite  large, 

We  find  the  following  as  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Resolutions: 

To  THE  Grand  Comhandeby  of  the  State  of  Connecticut: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand  Commander^s 
address  as  refers  to  the  relations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  considered,  as  fully  as  the  limited  time  would  permit,  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  R."  E.*.  Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  said  Grand  Commandery;  and  while  your  com- 
mittee do  not  recognize  the  advisability  of  taking  from  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States  all  its  indefeasible  rights,  (which  they  believe  would' 
eventually  endanger  the  existence  of  the  now  sovereign  power,)  and  making  the  - 
Beveral  Grand  Com  man  deries  supreme,  they  believe  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  order  demand  immediate  and  radical  changes  in  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  thereby  giving  to  the  Grand  Commanderies  a  larger  con- 
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trol  of  its  affairs  and  those  of  its  subordinates.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
recommend,  as  the  sentiment  of  this  Grand  Gommandery,  the  adoption  of  a 
modification  of  the  resolations  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commanderj  of  Penn- 
Rylvania,  as  follows: 

Menolved,  First — That  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Gonnecticut  hereby  declare 
its  nnsw  erving  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Second — That  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment  shonld  be  revised  and  sim- 
plified as  to  leave  to  the  several  Grand  Commanderies  the  powers  which  should 
by  right  belong  to  them,  to  legislate  upon  all  matters  of  detail. 

Third— ThRt  under  the  general  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  juris- 
diction should  be  vested  in  the  Grand  Gommanderies  over  the  subjects  of 
uniform,  ritual  and  memlership. 

Fourth — That  in  order  that  the  Grand  Encampment  may  in  peace  and  quiet- 
ness provide  the  legislation  necessary  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  changes,  it  is 
in  daty  bound  to  positively  prohibit  all  parades  and  entertainments  at  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  its  conclaves  shall  be  held. 

Fifth — That  the  representative  of  this  Grand  Gommandery,  at  the  next  tri- 
ennial conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  be  instructed  to  use  their  influence 
toward  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  G.  BlBDSEY, 
Jas.  H.  WsiiSH, 
E.  S.  QUINTABD, 

Gommittee. 
We  find  no  report  on  Gorrespondeuce,  but  instead,  the  following  explanatory 
not^,  which  excitea  our  liviest  sympathies.     We  have   been   in   the   same  box 
nearly  all  the  year,  and  know  how  it  is  ourselves.     W^e  sincerely  trust   that  this 
may  find  our  brother  fully  restored  to  health  and  usefulness: 

We  have  been  unable  this  year  to  prepare  a  report  on  correspondence,  owing 
to  a  long  and  serious  illness  which  has  covered  several  months,  and  from  which, 
at  the  time  of  printing  these  proceedings,  we  have  not  entirely  recovered,  and 
which  also  accounts  for  the  lateness  of  their  issue.  We,  however,  desire  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  proceedings  from  all  the  sister  Grand  Gommanderies, 
conveying  to  our  jurisdiction  only  words  of  commendation,  for  which  we 
return  our  fraternal  and  courteous  acknowledgement,  and  trust  we  shall  be 
able  another  year  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  caused  by  our  sickness  during 
the  last  few  months. 

To  the  members  of  the  guild  we  extend  our  usual  knightly  salntions,  with 
assurance  that  we  shall  only  be  too  glad  to  make  our  annual  pilgrimage  among 
them  as  soon  as  our  condition  will  permit. 

Extending  to  all  a  knightly  greeting;,  we  remain  truly  and  fraternally, 

JAS.  W.  WHEELER,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Fred  H.  Waldron  is  Grand   Gommander;   Grand  Recorder  and 

Foreign  Gorrespondeuce  continued. 


DAKOTA--1886. 


•  Third  Annual  was  held  at  Watertown,  May  12.  Present — R.\  E.\  Sir  Levi 
B.  French,  Grand  Gommander;  E.'.  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley,  Grand  Recorder^  and 
the  representatives  of  six  chartered  and  one  Gommandery  U.  D.  The  Gom- 
mittee on  Gredentials  reported  the  presence  of  quite  a  number  of  Grand 
Representatives,  among  them  Sir  Levi  B.  French,  of  Mississippi.  The  address 
is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  doings,  with  none  of  which  are  we  disposed  to 
find  fault,  except  the  granting  of  a  dispensation  to  one   of   his  Subordinates  to 
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make  a  show  of  themselves  and  their  good  clothes  on  the  occasion  of  the 
f  aneral  of  Gen.  Grant.  Had  the  dead  General  been  a  Templar,  his  action 
would  have  been  eminently  wise  and  proper,  bnt,  as  he  was  not  even  a  Mason, 
it  was  eminently  stupid.  We  are  aware  that  the  above  is  pretty  steep  language, 
but  we  are  literally  tired  out  with  so  much  gush  and  nonsense  by  the  Order 
over  outsiders.  No  matter  what  their  public  record  may  have  been,  if  they  did 
not  see  sufficient  beauty  in  our  institution  to  connect  themselves  with  it,  we 
debase  it  by  these  post  morteni  attentions,  aud  the  sooner  we  stop  such  foolish- 
ness the  better  it  will  be. 

The  question  submmitted  by  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  utility  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  Committee 
has  not  yet  reported.  In  our  humble  opinion  the  question  ought  to  consume 
but  very  little  time  in  its  determination,  aud  the  verdict  should  be,  "Guiltless 
of  any  intention  to  do  any  earthly  good." 

Proceedings  local.  No  report  on  Correspondence.  Sir  Daniel  S.  Glidden  is 
Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  as  before. 


G  E  O  R  G I  A— 1  8  8  6. 


The  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  May  IS).  Present, 
Sir  Thomas  Ballantyne,  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Samuel  P.  Hamilton, 
Grand  Recorder,  all  the  staff,  sundry  Past  Grand  Officer*  and  Grand  Rep- 
rasentatives    and  the   representatives    from  eight    subordinate   Commander- 

k  ies.     The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts, 

and  is,  of  course,  entirely  local  in  character.     Proceedings  ditto,  except  that 

f*  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  utility  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 

ment was  considered  by  a  committee  which  found  the  question  of  so  grave 
a  nature  that  they  could  not,  in  the  time  at  their  disposal,  elucidate  the  mat- 
ter, hence  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  representatives  of  that  State  to  act 
for  Georgia. 

I  The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of   Sir  Roland  B.  Hall,  and 

reviews  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  in  his  usual 
clear  and  forcible  style,  among  them  Mississippi  -for  1885.  Sir  Roland  reports 
that  his  work  was  done  under  the  disadvantage  and  pain  of  a  very  severe 
attack  of  inflamatory  rheumatism.  He  has  our  profound  and  sincere  sympa- 
thy. We  find  much  interesting  matter  in  the  report,  but  very  little  of  the 
perflonal  deliverances  of  Sir  Hall.  His  plan  of  keeping  dark  may  be  the  cor- 
rect one,  but  we  don't  believe  a  word  of  it. 

*  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  both  re-elected,  from  which  we  infer 

that  when  our  Georgia  Praters  get  hold  of  a  good  thing  they  try  to  save  it. 


INDIAN  A—l  886. 


Thirty-Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  April 
27th.  Present,  R.'.  E.*.  Henry  C.  Adams,  G.  C.  E.;  Sir  Jno.  M.  Bramwell, 
Grand  Recorder;  all  the  Grand  Officers,  a  goodly  array  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
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manders.  a  mnltitade  of  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  a  host  of  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  representatives  of  thirty -one  subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  interesting  paper,  abounding 
in  dispensations  and  solid  sense.  The  most  noticeable  feature  of  it  is  the 
correspondence  between  the  G.  C.  and  acting  Grand  Master  Roome  in  refer- 
ence to  an  appeal  by  Mnncie  Commandery  to  the  Grand  Master  from  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  It  seems  that  the  Grand  Commandery 
had  chartered  a  new  Commandery  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Muncie 
and  without  the  cansent  of  that  Commandery.  From  this  action  Muncie 
Commandery  appealed  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  asked  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  issue  a  writ  of  supersedeas,  pending  the  action  of  the  Grand  Humbug 
on  the  appeal.  The  Grand  Commander  forwarded  the  appeal,  and  with  it  a 
very  able  and  unanswerable  protest  against  the  right  of  Muncie,  or  any  other 
subordinate  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery,  to  appeal  to  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, or  anybody  else,  from  the  action  of  the  body  that  created  it.  This 
proposition  is  8o  plain,  and  every  law  and  circumstance  so  fully  sustain  the 
position  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  that  the  response  of  the  acting  G.  M., 
**  That  the  appeal  does  act  as  a  supersedeas,  and,  per  consequence,  that  the 
new  Commandery  must  subside  until  action  could  be  had  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment," strikes  us  as  being  the  essence  of  arrogance  and  the  summit  and 
perfection  of  brazen  impudence.  Very  properly  the  Grand  Commander  de- 
clined to  respect  a  fulmination  so  fraught  with  danger  to  the  vested  rights 
of  the  State  Grand  Bodies.  It  strikes  us  as  being  high  time  that  a  curb 
should  be  placed  upon  the  assumption,  by  this  excreseuce,  of  the  rights  of 
the  Grand  Commanderiea,  before  they  are  ail  absorbed.  Had  one  of  our 
Subordinate  Commanderies  presumed  to  thus  go  back  on  the  doctrine  of  State 
Rights,  the  probabilities  are  strong  that  we  would  have  been  short  a  Subor- 
dinate. We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  action  of  Grand  v.'om- 
mander  Adams  was  cordially  endorsed  by  the  Law  Committee  and  the  body. 

We  note  that  several  dispensations  were  granted  to  commanderies  of  other 
States  to  visit  Indiana.     When  will   this  stupid  nonsense  come  to  an    end  f 

The  Grand  Commander  also  reports  a  net  gain  of  over  eighty ;  a  very  sat- 
isfactory showing. 

Poceedings  local. 

The  report  on  F.  C.  is  pgain  the  production  of  that  ready  writer.  Sir  Nicho- 
las R.  Ruckle,  in  which  he  reviews  the  doing  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  in  his  usually  masterly  manner— Mississippi,  for  1885  receiving  due 
and  courteous  consideration.  He  endorses  Sir  Erwin's  views  as  to  the  utility 
of  the  G.  E.,  and  quotes  quite  extensively  from  his  report.  We  wonder  if  he 
would  so  endorse  to-day? 

Templary,  financially  and  oiherwit>e,  is  prosperous  in  the  Hoosier  State, 
at  which  we  rejoice. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  F.  W.  Patrick  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  For 
eign  Correspondence,  same  as  before. 


KENTUCKY. 
Thirty-ninth   Annual   Conclave  was   held  at  the  city  of  Paducah,  May  12: 
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Present :  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  James  M.  Safeil,  Grand  Commander,  £.*.  Sir  Lorenzo 
Dow  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder,  a  full  staff,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  of 
the  G.  E.,  Sir  Warren  LaRne  Thomas,  a  big  batch  of  Grand  Ropresentativea, 

i  and  representatives  of  twenty -three  oat  of  the  twenty -fonr  subordinates. 

Sir  T.  E.  Moss,  of  Padncab,  delivered  a  beantifal  address  of  welcome,  which 

j  was  responded  to  in  appropriate  terms  by  the  R.*.  £.*.  The  Grand  Commander 

congratulates  his  command  upon  the  continued  prosperity  of  the   Order  in 
Kentucky.     The  address  abounds  in  General  Orders  refeferring  to  local  mat- 
ters.    He  pays  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead. 
*  We  desire  to  join  with  them  in  their  sorrow,  and  to  express  our  warm  sym- 

pathy with  them  in  their  loss.     We  note  that  visitations  and  inspection  by  the 
Grand  Commander  and  his  Btaff  was  quite  general  and  effective.     Proceedings 
local. 
The  report  on   Foreign    Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  that   prince 

;  among  the  Mutuals,  Sir  Charles  £.   Woodruff,  in   which   the   transactions  of 

nearly  all  the  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  reviewed,  among  them  Missis- 
sippi for  1885  coming  in  for  its  full  share  of  attention.  He  quotes  quite  ex- 
tensively and  with  approval  from  Sir  Erwin's  maiden  effort,  and  among  ether 
things  his  remarks  in  regard  to  divorce,  and  the  claim  Sir  E.  makes,  that  we 
of  Mississippi  have  no  divorce  laws.  This  faofc  is  somewhat  newsy  to  most 
Mississippians,  and  particularly  to  those  who  by  the  aid  of  the  laws  on  our 
statute  bookp,  have  been  enabled  to  get  rid  of  a  troublesome  or  unworthy  rib. 
We  are  not  in  favor  of  indiscriminate  divorce  laws,  but  we  de  not  pretend  to 

>^  deny  their  necessity,  else  why  did  the  Almighty  authorize  the  putting  away  of 

au  objectionable  wife  ?     We  have  some  very  wise  men  in  this  day  and  age  of 

k  the  world,  but  none  to  surpass  in  wisdom,  that  of  the  great   Jewish   lawgiver, 

especially  while  he  was  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Highest.  Sir 
Charles  in  entirely  too  sparing  of  his  own  brain  and  too  lavish  in  the  use  of 
the  scissorp.  We  trust  he  will  cease  to  hide  his  locomotive  head-light  under  a 
bushel  while  he  sets  before  us  the  penny-dips  of  his  brother  Mutuals. 

U.*.  £.*.  Sir  John  8.  Lyle  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign 
Cor  res;  pond  en  ce,  same  as  before. 


KANSAS— 18  86. 


The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Wyandotte,  Mny  11. 
Present— Sir  Burton  E.  Langdon,  R.'.  £.'.  Commander  ;  Sir  John  H.  Brown, 
£.'.  Grand  Recorder,  all  of  the  Grand  Officers  ;  an  innumerable  company  of 
Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Commanders,  and  Representatives  from  nineteen 
subordinates. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  comprehensive  resume  of  his  official  acts,  in  which 
we  find  nothing  of  general  interest,  save  the  following  which  we  heartily  en- 
dorse. We  regret  that  the  closing  prophecy,  if  he  intended  to  prophesy,  was 
not  realized  in  St.  Louis  last  September: 

The  year  just  passed  has  been  an  uneventful  one  to  the  order  in  this  Juris- 
diction. The  several  Commanderies,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  had  a 
healthy  growth,  and  quality  rather  than  numbers  peemsto  have  been  more  than, 
ever  before,  the  motto  of  all. 
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The  eagerness  of  candidates  to  be  invested  with  the  honors  of  the  order,  and 
the  anxiety  of  the  Commanderies  to  increase  their  membership  in  Triennial 
years,  seems  to  have  been  wholly  lacking)  and  is,  to  my  mind,  an  indication  of 
the  growth  of  better  thought,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  oar  annnal  Con 
olaves  coald  be  made  occasions  for  the  reunion  of  onr  subordinate  bodiep,  re 
salting  in  more  pleasure  to  individual  members,  and  good  to  the  order,  than 
the  Triennial  Pilgrimages,  if  indeed  the  Triennial  pageant  is  not  a  thing  of 
the  past  after  September,  1886. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  that  the  Grand  Body  is  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition, having  a  balance  in  its  treasury  of  ^2,492.05.     Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  our  old  and 
Talued  friend  and  brother.  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  and,  like  its  predecessors,  is  a. 
good  one  in  all  respects.  He  wades  through  the  transactions  of  thirty-two  of 
the  Templar  Grand  Bodies;  among  them  Mississippi  for  1885  receives  due  and 
courteoQB  notice.  In  his  review  of  Illinois,  we  find  the  following,  which  we 
heartily  endorse  : 

In  his  review  of  Mississippi,  he  extracts  a  paragraph  from  the  discourse  of 
Rev.  Grand  Prelate  Sir  Knight  Boon,  on  which  he  comments  as  follows : 

If  there  U  one  thing,  more  thnn  another,  that  degrades  Knighthood,  it  in  the  filth  that  is  not 
infrr:qiientl^- found  in  the  "high  places"  of  the  fraternity.  It  is  bad  enough  that  Comman- 
derie I  lack  judgment  and  care  in  the  admission  of  members,  but  it  becomes  the  apex  of  all 
folly  to  bring  to  the  front,  as  repreventatives  of  a  Christian  fraternity,  those  whose  lives  are 
but  a  rf-Hection  of  the  worst  phases  of  a  wretched,  human  depravit~.  If  we  expect  to  main- 
tain a  higli  standard  of  influence  in  the  line  of  our  profession,  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  cloee 
<k>nimandery  dooM  against  impurity,  but  it  is  of  lilcc  importance  tu  keep  moral  deformities 
from  representing  us  in  'high  pfaces  "  The  Commandery  establishes  the  standard  of  rectitude. 
Demand  roapect  for  principles  euibodied  therein,  in  the  lives  of  members  and  officers;  then, 
like  the  flower,  it  wiil  bo  loved  for  its  fragance,  and  like  the  mountain,  admired  for  its 
grandeur. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  Templars  will  rest  in  the  itanie  theological  grooves ;  but  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  they  be  found  in  a  unit  in  the  development  of  principles  that  Ho  at 
the  foHndation  of  our  Christian  civilisation. 

Oar  reviewer  is  quite  right.  But  who  is  to  blame  for  the  introduction  of  this 
bad  element  into  our  Order  f  Is  it  not  the  rank  and  file  who  do  the  voting 
from  year  to  year  and  put  brainless  characters  into  office?  They  would  not 
get  there  if  fratres  would  keep  their  vows. 

We  have  two  classes  of  Masons;  one  honest,  hardworking,  doing  nil  they  can 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  Masonry;  the  other  devoted  to  show  and  parade, 
laboring  only  to  gain  degrees  and  orders,  never  stopping  to  learn  and  practice 
the  principles  of  any,  and  if  forced  to  a  strict  examination  to  prove  themselves 
worthy  of  admission  to  a  masonic  body,  would  have  to  depend  on  the  avouch- 
ment  of  some  friend  to  gain  entrance.  They  rarely  visit  the  numerous  "Lodges 
to  which  they  nominally  belong,  except  at  annnal  elections;  then  they  are  on 
hand  to  electioneer  and  help  into  office  the  characters  named  in  the  above  quo- 
tation.    Birdi^  of  a  feather,  etc. 

He  quotes  quite  extensively  from  from  Sir  Towler^s  and  Erwin^s  reports. 
We  beg  to  assure  Sir  John  that  our  views  of  the  utility  of  the  G.  £.  and 
those  of  Sir  Er win  are  diametrically  opposite  to  each  other;  he  likes  display, 
fuss  and  feathers;  we  are  too  old  for  such  nonsense.  When  the  day  arrives, 
and  it  is  hastening,  when  the  Central  Excrescence  shall  have  swallowed  up  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  then  the.se  lovers 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  will  see  the  error  of  their  ways  and  repent  in  sack- 
cloth and  ashes  for  their  senseless  support  of  the  concern. 

There  is  much  of  interest  in  this  report  which  we  would  like  to  clip,  but 
space  and  time  forbid.  When  the  New  Orleans,  Natchez  <fc  Fort  Scott  R.  R.  is 
completed,  we  will,  if  the  Lord  spares  us,  take  a  trip  to  Kansas  and  shake  hands 
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'With  8ir  John.     May  the  Good  Master  have  him  and  as   always  in   His   holy 
keeping. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Henry  G.  Cook   is    Grand    Commander;    Grand    Recorder   and 
Foreign  Correspondence  continaed. 


L(»UISIANA  — 1886. 

The  Twenty-third  Annaal  Conclave  was  held   in   the  city  of  New   Orleans, 

Febrnary  12.     Present: — Sir  A.  L.    Abbott,    R.'.    E.".   Grand   Commander;  Sir 

Richard  Lambert,  P.  G.  C,    Grand   Recorder,  most   of  the   Grand  Officers, 

Grand  Representatives,  and  the    representatives    of    fonr    Subordinate  Com- 
inanderies. 

The  address  is  an  extremely  short  paper,  reciting  the  official  acts  of  the 
R.*.  E.'.,  which  were  few  and  far  between,  something  like  oars.  He  says:  "Bat 
little  work  has  been  done  in  the  Jarisdiation,  which  presents  jast  cause  for  fear 
that  a  proper  interest  is  not  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  Order.*'  Proceedings 
local. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  of  which  Sir  Horner  is  Chairman, 
reported  the  receipt  of  the  pamphlets  of  thirty-two  Grand  Commanderies,  only 
eleven  of  which  received  the  courtesy  of  a  notice.  We  fail  to  find  Mississippi  in 
either  list.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  breach  with  Maryland  has  been 
healed.  The  untimely  death  of  the  lamented  Andreou  no  doubt  tended  to  this 
end.  We  are  afraid  our  Louisiana  F raters  were  extra  sensitive  and  took  offense 
when  none  was  intended.  , 

R.*.  £.'.  Sir  A.  H.  DePass  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign 
Correspondence  continued. 


MICHIGAN— 1886. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  City  of  Detroit,  May  11. 
Present :  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Allen  Hall,  Grand  Commander,  E.  Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  the  Representatives  of  nearly  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
We  note  also  the  presence  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  who 
was  welcomed  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  by  virtue 
of  which  he  was  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  making  a  speech,  and  made  it.  We 
note  also,  that  the  delegations  from  the  snbordinates  were  very  large,  seldom 
less  than  three  and  frequently  exceeding  half  a  dozen.  This  shows  the  interest 
felt  in  the  Order  better  than  anything  else,  and  we  are  glad  to  note  it. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  mostly  local  in  its  references,  although 
we  find  several  dispensations  to  his  subordinates  to  parade  on  ^* Decoration  Day,*' 
and  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  General  Grant,  all  of  which  were  wrong, 
both  in  principle  and  in  fact,  and  he  knew  it.  The  sickly  sentimentality  that 
prompts  our  members  to  make  a  display  of  themselves  and  their  fine  clothes 
on  occasions  of  this  kind,  and  that  does  not  prevent  them  from  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  dead  soldiers  and 
make  them  work  for  them  for  nothing  and  board  themselves,  is  of  very  ques- 
tionable utility  to  an  Order  such  as  ours.     We  note  also  in  the  address,  and  like- 
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wise  in  the  prooeediDgs,  that  one  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Michi- 
gan has  followed  the  example  of  Mancie,  of  Indiana,  and  appealed  to  the 
Qrand  Humbug  from  the  action  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Michigan,  in 
chartering  a  new  Gommandery.  Much  to  our  surprise,  this  action  of  said 
Subordinate  is  treated  with  as  much  consideration  as  though  the  right  of  ap- 
peal really  existed,  which  we  deny  in  toto,  as  being  an  a>»surdity  on  its  face* 
We  haYe  not  particularly  examined  the  matter,  and  consequently  do  not  know 
just  how  many  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  State  Qrand  Bodies  have  been 
stolen  by  or  assigned  to  the  central  excrescence,  but  we  take  it  for  granted  that 
no  sane  Representative  of  a  State  Grand  Gommandery  would,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, vote  for  a  proposition  that  would  confer  the  right  upon  the  General 
Body  to  entertain  an  appeal  from  any  source,  except  the  creative  one  of  its  own 
existence,  i.  e.  the  State  Grand  Bodies,  If  the  Subordinates  of  the  State  Grand 
Bodies  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  then  the  demand 
for  the  wiping  out,  utterly  and  entirely,  of  that  appendage  should  go  up  all 
along  the  line,  and  such  a  howl  should  be  raised  as  to  effectually  silence  all 
supporters  of  this  most  unnecessary  adjunct  to  Templary  in  these  United 
States. 

The  Acting  Grand  Master  again  endeavored  to  have  the  appeal  act  as  a  su- 
persedeas, but  the  Grand  Oommander  very  wisely  disregarded  it  and  proceeded 
to  constitute  the  new  Gommandery  as  though  nothing  had  happened,  in  all  of 
which  he  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Gommandery.  Had  the  Grand  Gomman- 
dery done  their  duty  they  would  have  declared  the  charter  of  the  appealing 
Gommandery  forfeited  and  suspended  its  members  for  one  year  at  least. 

Proceedings,  except  as  above,  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  a  ponderous  document,  covering 
220  pages  of  fine  type,  and  is  the  work  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  W.  P. 
lunes.  Like  all  its  predecessors  from  his  pen,  it  is  a  good  one,  but  a  little 
mere  original  matter  would  be  a  big  improvement,  and  when  it  is  so  easy  for 
Sir  William  to  write  good  things,  it  looks  kind  o'  mean  for  him  not  to  do  it. 

Mississippi  for  1885  receives  courteous  notice,  and  he  compliments  Sir  Erwin 
ou  the  excellence  of  his  report. 

We  incorporate  his  closing  remarks  in  full  : 

CONCLUSION. 

The  end  is  reached  ;  our  jonrnay  as  a  reporter  is  ended.  We  have  passed 
from  Alabama  to  Wisconsin,  in  the  one  direction,  and  from  Maine  to  Oregon, 
in  the  other,  taking  from  the  doin;:;3  of  each  sister  Grand  Gommandery  such 
extracts  as  we  believed  would  aid  our  Sir  Knights  in  obtaining  an  epitome  of 
the  proceedings  of  each  sister  Grand  Gommandery. 

We  gather  from  the  several  reports  the  glad  tidings  of  peace,  prosperity  and 
harmony. 

The  cloud,  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  that  a  few  years  ago  seemed  to  have 
unsettled  our  Maryland  and  Louisiana  f  raters  has  passed  away,  and  our  sisters 
are  at  peace  ;  and  we  trust  the  peRce  they  now  enjoy  will  never  be  broken. 
Life  is  so  short  thnt  nothing  ought  to  be  allowed  to  mar  the  good  feeling  that 
should  exist  between  members  of  the  great  Templar  world. 

The  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  hold 
its  next  Triennial  in  the  Gity  of  St.  Louis. 

Again  will  we  be  drawn  around  the  one  grand  center  ;  again  will  we  meet  to 
legislate  upon  the  many  important  matters  that  must  necessarily  oome  before 
that  body.     May  our  best  efforts  be  given  to   the   work.     Those  who   honestly 
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differ  as  to  the  good  of  the  perpetnation  of  that  body,  will  meet  together. 
Let  ns  fervently  hope  that  all  sabjects  may  receive  dae  consideration,  and  that 
every  Representative  will  discuss  all  questions  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and 
knightly  courtesy. 

We  shall  miss  many  from  our  midst  who  were  with  us  three  year  ago.  Sor- 
row will  unmistakably  fill  our  hearts,  and  tears,  unbidden,  will  fall  for  those 
who  have  sheathed  their  swords,  never  again  to  draw  them  in  the  sacred  cause 
of  Templar  Masonry.  Their  vacant  places  will  remind  us  that  they  fill  more 
exalted  positions  in  that  home  above,  and  that,  like  them,  sooner  or  later,  our 
places  must  be  vacant,  and  our  work  performed  by  those  who  come  after. 

Sir  Knights,  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  eyes  of  the 
Templar  world  are  upon  you.  May  your  deliberations  be  guided  by  wisdom 
from  on  high  ;  may  your  actions  be  such  as  tend  to  unite  more  closely  the  ties 
of  Templars,  and  may  your  legislation  be  with  an  eye  single  to  the  future 
prosperity  and  promotion  of  Templar  Masonry  throughout  the  length  and 
breath  of  our  land. 

Referring  to  the  closing  paragraph,  and  his  prayer  that  the  Representatives 
in  the  Grand  Encampment  may  be  "guided  by  wisdom  from  on  high,"  ^e 
are  constrained  to  remark  that  either  Sir  William  lacked  faith,  or  else  the 
economy  of  Divine  Grace  does  not  recognize  the  central  body  an  being  within 
the  pale  of  salvation.  Very  probably  the  latter  is  the  true  secret  of  a  failure 
on  Sir  William's  part  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  answer  to  his  prayer. 

R.'.  E/.  Sir  W'.  S.  Lawrence  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  For- 
eign Correspondence  same  as  before. 


MINNESOTA— 1886. 

The  Twenty-First  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Owatonna,  June 
24th.  Present—Sir  W.  D.  Coroish,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  the  entire 
staff;  sundry  Grand  Representatives,  among  them  ours,  and  the  representatives 
of  fifteen  out  of  the  seventeen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

We  find  the  following  in  parenthesis:  (The  E.  G.  P.,  Sir  Philo  P.  Hub- 
bell,  eighty-six  years  of  age,  sent  his  regrets  through  P.  G.  C.  Sir  B.  H.  Lang- 
ley  at  being  unable  to  attend  the  annual  conclave.  All  the  arrangements  had 
been  made,  but  at  the  hour  of  starting,  the  venerable  Sir  Knight,  found  him- 
self unable  to  stand  the  fatigue  of  the  journey.)  Never  mind,  Bro.  Hubbell, 
when  you  shall  have  crossed  the  dark  and  bitter  waters  of  the  Jordan  of  Death 
the  Master  will  give  you  a  glorified  body — one  that  will  know  no  fatigue,  will 
grow  no  older  and  will  be  free  from  the  suffering  and  sorrow  which  the  pres- 
ent one  has  endured.    *"  O  what  a  blessed  hope  is  ours  !" 

The  address  is  quite  lengthy,  and  refers,  mostly,  to  matters  of  local  import. 
The  R.'.  E.\  refers  to  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions,  but  disapproves  that  part 
of  them  that  looks  to  the  virtual  killing  off  of  the  Central  Body.  In  this  we 
think  he  is  mistaken,  as  the  longer  continuance  of  the  concern  but  multiplies 
its  deeds  of  darkness.  He  says:  "  We  recognize  the  necessity  of  combined 
organization  in  the  Commandery  and  in  the  Grand^Commandery  of  the  State, 
and  in  a  higher  degree  we  recognize  its  use  in  the  Grand  Encampment." 
Our  R.'.  E.*.  brother  may  recognize  the  necessity  of  the  last  named,  but  he 
stands  alone,  or  so  nearly  so,  in  such  recognition,  that  he  must  be  as  lonesome 
AS  a  borrowed  pup.     He  says  further  :  "  A  government  without  power  becomes 


MAINE— 1886. 


The  Thirty-Fifth  ADnaal  Conclaye  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  May  5. 

Present — R/.  E.*.  John  O.  Shaw,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Ira  Berry,  Grand 

Recorder,  nearly  all  the  Grand  Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  fourteen 

Subordinate  Gommanderies. 

The  address  is  mostly  confined  to  local  affairs,  but  among  the  decisiona 
we  find  some  very  interpsting  rulings  and  some  strange   law.     We  quote  as 

follows : 

Question. — Would  a  by-law  relating  to  dues  be  legal,  to  read  "neglect  or 
refusal  to  pay  sich  dues  and  aFsessments  for  two  succesFive  years  after  due 
notice  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  these  by-laws "  ? 

Answer. — No.  By  inserting  the  word  "legal,"  so  that  it  would  read  "neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  pay  such  dues  and  legal  assessments  for  two  successive 
years,  &c."  would  make  the  article  legal  and  binding  also.  Gommanderies 
may  vote  to  levy  assessments  fur  social  purposes,  but  I  do  not  consider 
them  legally  binding  eicept  on  those  who  participate  in  the  {festivities  for 
which  the  assessment  was  made. 

Question. — A  Sir  Knight  having  been  suspended  by  his  Commandery  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  afterwards  pays  his  dues  and  makes  application  for 
membership.  Can  the  application  be  received  and  acted  upon  by  the  Com* 
mandery,  before  said  applicant  has  been  restored  to  good  standing. 

Ameer — No.  The  Sir  Knight  must,  by  vote  of  the  Commandery,  be  restored 
to  good  standing. 

Question. — Should  the  Commandery,  suspending,  act  on  the  restoration  of 
the  Sir  Knight  when  they  accept  his  past  dues? 
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a  farce,  and  its  continuance  discredits  its  subjects."  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Grand  Encampment  has  never  been  anything  else  than  a  farce,,  even  when 
clothed  with  despotic  power,  the  chair  decides  the  point,  not  well  taken. 
The  address  is  a  creditable  production  from  a  literary  standpoint,  but  its  lean- 
ings are  not  in  accordance  with  what  we  believe  to  be  to  the  best  interests  of 
Templary.  We  regret  to  say  that  the  Grand  Commandery  concurred  in  the 
views  of  the  R.'.  E.'.     Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  that    Nestor 
among  the  Mutuals,  Sir  A.  T.  C.    Pierson,    and  reviews  the  transactions  of  / 

twenty-nine  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1885  among  the  number.  As  usual 
we  find  but  little  original  matter  in  Sir  Pierson'a  report.  As  usual,  we  enter 
a  protest  against  this,  but  donH  suppose  it  will  do  any  good.  He  compliments 
Sir  Irwin  by  copying  quite  extensively  from  his  effort,  among  other  things  his 
claim  for  extraordinary  connubial  virtue  in  the  white  citizens  of  Mississippi  in 
their  adherence  to  the  marriage  vows.  Unfortunately,  for  Sir  Erwin^s  assump- 
tion, human  nature  is  alike  the  world  over,  and  Mississippi  is  not  only  pro- 
vided with  divorce  laws,  but  those  laws  are  invoked  by  both  black  and  white. 
Nor  is  it  at  all  difficult  for  a  divorced  white  man  or  woman  to  marry  again. 
These  slight  discrepancies  between  our  observation  and  that  of  our  good  friend 
Sir  Erwin,  having  been  noted,  we  leave  the  subject. 

Sir  Henry  Birkett  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  For- 
eign Correspondent  same  as  before. 
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Answer. — Yes;  the  Commandery  should  act  on  his  restoration  to  good 
standing  when  they  accept  his  past  dnes. 

Questicn — Has  a  Sir  Knight  the  right  to  apply  to  any  other  Commandery 
for  membership  after  having  been  suspended  and  restored  to  good  stand- 
ing, without  any  farther  action  of  the  Commandery  suspending  and  re- 
storing ? 

Answer. — Yes.  The  Sir  Knight  suspended  and  restored  to  good  standing 
is  entitled  to  a  dimit,  and  with  it  can  apply  for  membership  to  any  other 
Commandery. 

We  take  the  meaning  of  the  first  response  to  be  that  if  the   Commandery 

I  assessed  its  members  fifty  cents  a  head  for  refreshments,  that  they  could  not 

legally  collect  from  none  except  those  who  helped  to  consume  the  provender. 

In  other  words,  the  legality  of  an  enactment  depends  on  the  fact  as  to  whether 

I  Smith  or  Brown  take  refreshments  or  do  not  take  them.     Seems  to  us  that  it 

would  bo  easier  to  take  up  a  collection  in  the  start. 

I  But  the  second  decision  is  what  gets  away  with   us.     A  member  of  a  Com- 

I  mandery  is  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  not  a  crime  in  any  sense  of 

the  word,  nor  does  said  suspension,  so  far  as  we  know,  ever   sever  a  man's 

membership  in  his  Commandery,  but  only  holds  it  in  abeyance  until  payment 

is  made,  which  being  done,  he  at  once  by  that  act  reinstates  himself  into  all 

the  benefits  that  before  were  his  ;  but  it  seems  that  Maine  turns  a  man  out  for 

non-payment  of  dues  as  fully  as  though  he  was  expelled.     See  the  inconsist- 

!  ency  of  the  thing  as  evidenced  by  the  last  answer  :     "Yes;  the  Sir  Knight  sus- 

'  pended  and  restored  to  good  standing  (not  membership,  as  we  understand  it) 

is  entitled   to  a  dimit,  and  with  it  can  apply  for  membership  in  any  other 

^  Commandery."     Now  we  wish  to   remark,  that  the  right  of    the   first  Com- 

.  mandery  to  dimit  this  brother,  when  she  claims  that  he  is  not  a  member  of 

'  her  body,  is  to  say  the  least,  decidedly  mixed.     We  may  not  fully  catch  on 

to  the  true  inwardness  of  this    matter,  but  we   think   we   do.      If    not,  Sir 

Stephen  will  correct  us. 

We  also  note  the  issuance  of  several  dispensations  to  **  invade  jurisdic- 
tions," and  sich,  all  of  which  is  the  veriest  bosh. 

Much  of  the  address  is  taken  up  with  matters  connected  with  Great  and 
Little  Priories,  Convents  General  and  things,  none  of  which  are  particularly 
interesting  to  you,  and  we  will  therefore  omit  them.    Proceedings  local. 

Right  in  the  bowels  of  the  pamphlet  we  find  one  of  Sir  Stephen  Berry'» 
admirable  reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  he  reviews  the 
doings  of  most  of  the  official  Templar  world  in  his  customary  clear  and 
convincing  style.  Mississippi  for  1885  gets  two  pages,  and  Sir  Irwin  some 
compliments  on  the  excellence  of  his  report,  which  he  deserves.  Sir  Stephen 
is  in  error  in  supposing  that  this  writer  is  restored  to  health,  as  we  have 
not  seen  a  well  day  in  five  years.  However,  we  have  been  greater  blessed 
thali  we  deserved  to  be,  and  are  thankful  for  as  much  of  health  and  strength 
of  body  and  mind  as  we  have,  and  do  now  enjoy.  Sir  S.  is  getting  con- 
servative in  the  matter  of  comments,  it  seems  to  us,  which  we  do  not  ap- 
prove. Blow  your  trumpet  if  you  don't  sell  a  clam,  is  our  motto,  and  we 
think  it  a  good  one.  We  leave  Maine  with  regret— in  the  summer;  but  as 
the  mercury  is  frozen  up  there  nbout  now,  we  will  say  good  bye  with  more, 
satisfaction. 
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Grand  Commander,  Grand    Recorder  and    Foreign   Correspondence   Com 
mittee  same  as  before. 


NEW   JERSEY— 1886. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  May 
11.  Present:  R.-.  E.".  Sir  John  K.  Ackerman,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Ohas. 
Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder, [and  Representatives  from  fourteen  out  of  the  fifteen 
^bordinates  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  recites  the  official  acts  of  the  Grand  Commander,  which  pos- 
sesses no  general  interest,  and  closes  with  a  rather  able  appeal  for  the  en- 
couragement and  perpetuity  of  the  military  features  of  the  Order.  We  are 
glad  that  the  R.*.  E.*.  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  whole  mission  of  the  insti- 
tution is  not  comprised  in  its  ability  to  make  a  disply  of  its  good  clothes  and 
the  facility  with  which  it  can  get  its  sword  tangled  up  with  its  legs.  The  fact 
that  the  Order  was  cradled  in  blood  and  rocked  amid  the  clash  of  resounding 
arms,  does  not  make  it  any  more  right  in  the  eyes  of  our  Divine  Master  to 
mix  the  emblems  of  war  with  the  peaceful  appointments  of  the  religion  of 
Christ.  However,  we  do  not  object  to  a  reasonasle  amount  of  this  sort  of 
thing,  which  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  some  among  us  whose  capacity  is 
limited  to  the  pomp  and  glitter  of  dress  parade.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Foreign  Corrrespondence  report  is  the  production  of  the  Grand  Re- 
corder, and  reviews  the  doings  of  twenty  Grand  Bodies,  among  them  Missis- 
sippi for  1885.  We  much  regret  that  we  do  not  suit  the  taste  of  our  New  Jer- 
sey brother  in  the  reporting  line,  as  he  seems  to  have  a  hankering  after  Sir 
Erwin,  and  recommends  his  retention  in  the  posiHh. 

Sir  I.  S.  Roberts  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence continued. 


N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A— 1  8  8  5. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  April  14. 
Present  :  R.-.  E.*.  Sir  Thomas  Sewell,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  R.  Bowen, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Representatives  of  all  the  subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  resume  of  his  official  acts,  and  is  mostly 
confined  to  local  matters.  We  note,  however,  that  he  declined  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  a  By-Law,  bat  [stultified  himself  and  debased  the  dignity  of  the 
Order  by  allowing  one  of  his  subordinates  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day.  It 
seems  to  be  a  very  easy  matter  for  some  people  to  strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow 
— well,  most  anything.  We  note,  also,  that  he  has  carefully  read  the  report  of  the 
Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  best  in  the  business,  which  we  do  not  doubt,  and  recommends 
that  something  more  tangible  than  thanks  be  tendered  to  the  author,  which  we 
regret  to  say,  was  not  done.  Thanks  and  the  honor  of  the  thing  may  be  current 
compensation  with  some  people,  but  they  won't  buy  bread  and  meat.  Unfor- 
tunately for  our  literature,  the  report  was  not  published,  which,  if  it  as  rich 
as  the  following  excuse  for  not  having  finished  it,  as  sent  up  by  its  author  we 
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▼ery  much  regret.     No  man,  in  our  opinioo,  snfferiiig  from  "Potts'  Fraclare," 
shoald  be  debarred  the  justice  of  a  peuBion  or  a  salary. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  April  10, 1885. 

R.'.  E.*.  Gband  Gommandeb,  Officbbs  and  Mkmbkbh  Qband  Oommamdebt,  K.'. 
T.*.,  OF  Nbbbabka  : 

Dear  Sib  Knights — As  your  Commitle©  oii  Correspondence,  I  mo&ifeelivgly 
regret  that  an  unfortunate  accident,  vhich  occurred  to  me  during  the  early  part 
of  last  month,  compels  me  most  unMriliin^ly,  to  abandon  the  completion  of  my 
report  and  tender  you  this  excuse  inslend. 

I  was  on  a  Union  Pacific  railway  trsin  on  my  way  to  Omaha.  The  train  was 
running  at  full  speed.  One  of  our  Nebrnskti  hurricanes  was  blowing  with  more 
than  its  usual  emphasis,  and  directly  at  right  aogleswith  the  train.  In  attempt- 
ing to  pass  from  one  car  to  another,  I  had  no  sooner  stepped  on  the  platform, 
than  I  w^s  staggered  by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  before  I  could  regain  my 
balance  I  fell  from  the  platform  and  promptly  measured  my  length  on  the  free 
soil  of  Nebraska  ;  result,  a  badly  dislocated  ankle  and  the  small  bone  of  my 
leg  splintered.  The  surgeons  call  the  injury  a  '*  Potts*  Fracture,"  which  no 
doubt  renders  the  entire  matter  clear  to  you.  As  the  possessor  of  so  learned 
and  high  sounding  an  injury,  I  of  course  felt  sensibly  reconciled  to  my  suffer- 
ing, anticipating  great- distinction  in  the  annals  of  surgery  thereby.  lam, 
howoTer,  slowly  drifting  toward  the  conclusion,  that  I  might  have  been  persuad- 
ed to  deny  myself  this  surgical  distinction,  and  permit  Mr.  Pott  to  keep  his 
fracture  for  his  own  use  ;  I  would  prefer  to  finish  my  report.  Such  little  labor 
as  I  could  manage  with  much  difficulty  to  perform  since  my  accident,  has  been 
imperatively  demanded  by  matters  of  business,  quite  closely  connected  with 
the  un romantic  question  of  daily  bread  and  butter.  I  have,  therefore,  been 
compelled  to  cast  a  wistful  look  of  farewell  on  the  many  leaves  of  my  unfiin- 
ished  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  now  alas,  will  never  see  the  light 
as  I  pen  this  lame  excuse  for  its  non-appearance.  I  say  "alas"  because  no  man 
likes  to  leave  an  undertaking  uncompleted,  even  though  when  accomplished  it 
may  be  no  great  things.  I  had  intended  this  now  unfinished  report  to  be  my 
last,  having  merely  occupied  the  post  till  some  abler  and  more  experienced 
reporter  could  be  induced  to  occupy  it,  and  on  this  account  I  the  more  regret, 
the  break  in  our  reports,  but  with  writers  of  such  experience  and  ability  as 
Sirs  Warren,  Marlay,  Bowen,  Tulleys,  and  abundance  of  others,  I  trust  Nebraska 
will  not  again  be  compelled  to  put  her  journal  in  print  without  a  creditable 
report  on  correspondence.  It  will  be  a  consolation  to  reflect  that  the  loss  of 
your  report  is  more  than  compensated  by  a  marked  diminution  in  the  expense 
account.  I  expect  to  be  through  with  Mr.  Potts'  fracture  in  about  three  or  four 
weeks,  when  I  shall  at  once  return  it  to  him  in  good  order.  Real  sorry  I  can- 
not meet  with  you.     While  you  all  declaim  I  will  applaud  from  here. 

Courteously  yours, 

John  J.  Monbli^,  Jb., 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Order  is  prosperous  and  healthy  in  that  far  Western  State.  Finances 
sound.     Sir  Allen  B.  Smith  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


NEBRASKA— 1886. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fremont,  May  4* 
Present — Sir  Allen  B.  Smith,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  W.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Re- 
corder, sundry  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  all  but  one  of 
the  Subordinates. 

The  R.'.  E.".  says  :     '*  By  reference  to  the  abstract  of  returns*  you   will  find 
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that  oar  membership  has  increaeed  and  the  order  is  in  a  prosperouft  condi- 
tion.'' 'Tis  well,  although  we  fear  that  the  increase  was,  in  a  measure,  the 
resnlt  of  the  Tri-ennial  Show  so  soon  to  come  off.  He  pays  a  feeling  tribute 
to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jarisdio- 
tions.  Several  dispensations  were  issned  for  Gommanderies  to  attend  church 
according  to  Grant's  Tactics,  on  Ascension  and  other  holy  days.  We  wish  we 
coaid  believe  that  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  service  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  desire  of  Templars  to  attend  Divine  services  as 
such,  but  wo  can't  believe  it  and  wont — so  there. 

We  find  no  report  on  Correspondence,  although  we  infer  from  the  minutes 
that  Sir  Monell  recovered  from  Pott's  fracture,  finished  it  and  it  was  pub- 
lished. But  where  ?  It  was  so  good  that  the  Grand  Commandery  presented 
Sir  Monell  with  some  sort  of  a  medal,  or  something  else,  which  was  proper 
and  right,  but  why  are  wt  denied  the  privilege  of  seeing  it  ?  We  will  be 
obliged  if  Sir  Monell  will  favor  us  with  a  copy.     Proceedings  local. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  E.  F.  Warren  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  For- 
eigh  Correspondent  continued. 


TENNESSEE— 1886. 

The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Tallahoma,  May 
18.  Present— R.*.  E.'.  Sir  John  B.  Nioklin,  Grand  Commander,  E.  Sir  Wilbur 
F.  Foster,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Warder,  and 
Representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate  Gommanderies  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  address  is  an  elegant  paper,  in  which  we  find  a  resume  of  all  the  official 
performances  of  the  R/.  E.*.  for  the  year.  He  pays  eloquent  and  merited 
tributes  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own  and  sister 
jurisdiction.  His  dispensations  are  in  accordance  with  sound  sense  aad  pro- 
priety. The  reports  of  the  staff  officers  show  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition. 

Sir  W.  B.  Foster,  Grand  Recorder,  presents  an  excellent  report  on  Corre- 
spondence, in  which  he  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-four  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1885  among  the  number.  Under  the  head  of  Alabama 
he  says  :  '*  If  Sir  Recorder  Sayre  will  kindly  put  to  death  the  printer  who 
made  mistakes  in  spelling  our  name  in  the  table,  on  page  762,  we  will  be  ever 
so  much  obliged,  and  do  as  much  for  him  should  opportunity  offer."  We  are 
afraid  Sir  Foster  is  inclined  to  be  sanguinary,  and  move  that  he  be  put  under 
bonds  to  keep  the  peace.  From  his  review  of  Connecticut,  we  infer  that  he 
is  a  believer  in  the  necessity,  or  propriety,  of  requiring  permission  to  invade 
jurisdiction  and  kindred  humbuggery.  He  quotes  copiously  from  Sir  Towler's 
address  and  compliments  Sir  Erwin  on  the  excellence  of  his  report.  We  are 
grateful. 

Sir  H.  C.  Hensley  is  Grand  Commander,  and  Foreign  Correspondent  con- 
tinued. 


T  E  X  A  S— 1  8  8  6. 
Th3  Thirty*Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city   of  Corsicana,  May 
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12.  Present — Sir  N.  W.  Hunter,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  R.  Brewster,  Grand 
Recorder,  a  large  arraj  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  four- 
teen Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  Grand  Body  was  received  with  an 
address  of  welcome  from  the  Major,  which  was  responded  to  in  the  most  elo- 
quent manner  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  J.  C.  Carpenter,  after  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  was  opened  by  religions  services. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  comprehensive  statement  of  his  official  acts  and- 
deliverances.  He  submits  the  Pennsylvania  Resolutions  without  his  concur- 
rence, and  the  Committee  and  the  body  sustain  him  in  the  following  remarka- 
ble deliverance: 

In  regard  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  Grand 
Commander's  address,  your  committee  recommend  that  this  Grand  (^omman- 
dery  extend  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the|United  States  assurances  of  its 
loyalty  and  support  in  the  exercise  of  its  conditional  functions  as  they  now 
exist.  We  have  no  fear  of  encroachments  by  that  Grand  Body  on  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  Subordinate  Grand  Commanderies  covet.  In  former 
years  this  Grand  Body  has  expressed  itself  as  favorable  to  a  National  Temp- 
lar organization,  and  we  believe  that  the  rights  of  State  Commanderies  to 
regulate  their  internal  affairs  are  not  curtailed  further  than  is  necessary  in  an 
organization  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  Ru public. 

The  Committee  evidently  meant  its  Constitutional  and  not  ^^  its  condiiionaP'^ 
functions,  which,  if  it  has  not  many  times  exceeded,  then  the  framers  of  the 
original  document  and  the  constitutional  tinkers  who  have  since  been  at  work 
on  it  were  a  set  of  arrant  fools.  If  there  are  any  rights  and  •  prerogatives  yet 
remaining  to  the  State  Grand  Bodies  we  should  be  glad  to  have  them  pointed 
ont  to  us  by  some  of  these  intensely  loyal  Sir  Knights.  We  should  also  be  glad 
to  have  a  little  information  as  to  what  constitutes  the  necessity  for  the  Cen- 
tral Anomaly;  what  good  it  ever  did  or  will  ever  be  likely  to  do  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  an  institution,  the  fundamental  principles  of  which  are  in 
direct  antagonism  to  every  throb  and  pulsation  of  the  Body.  One  teaches  a 
pure  morality  and  the  ennobling  and  betterment  [of  the  human  family ;  the 
other  is  a  school  for  bacchanalian  revels  and  the  gratification  of  the  animal 
passions.  What  communion  hath  light  with  darkness  ?  What  concord  hath^ 
Christ  with  Belial?    Or  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel  ? 

Order  apparently  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Many  dispensations  asked  and 
granted  to  ballot  without  waiting  for  the  usual  delay.  This  would  be  all  right 
in  any  year  but  the  one  in  which  the  Triennial  drunk  occurs,  but  they  are  very 
scarce  at  other  times,  which  shows  the  mainspring  of  the  Templar  revivul  in 
those  years. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  report  is  by  Sir  John  C.  McCoy,  and  reviews 
the  transactions  of  thirty-three  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  a  clear  and  interest- 
ing style — Mississippi  for  1885  receiving  due  attention. 

Sir  T.  U.  Lubbock  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Robt.  Brewster,  Grand  Re- 
corder, and  Sir  John  C.  McCoy,  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence 
Committee. 


PENNSYLVANIA  — 188  6. 

Thirty-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Allentown,  May  26.    Present:- - 
R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.  D.,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  E.   Meyer, 
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Grand  Recorder,  and  most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies'  Representatives. 
The  performance  opened  with  a  big  parade  and  a  welcome  from  the  Mayor  of 
the  city. 

The  address  is  an  eloquent  and  elegant  paper.  It  is  confined  almost  exdn 
sively  to  local  matters.  His  dispensations  are  in  accord  with  common  sense, 
save  those  relating  io  pilgrimages  and  the  invasion  of  other  jaricdiotions,  for 
which  he  is  not  responsible.  He  closes  as  follows :  "Let  ns  declare  the  day  of 
nobler  things.  Let  us  exemplify  oar  work,  oar  spirit.  Let  as  move  onward 
with  the  serioas  purpose  of  those  who  have  a  mission,  the  sober  joyousness  of 
those  who  have  a  hope.  The  year  of  my  office  is  ended;  the  new  year  begins. 
May  all  that  has  shielded  the  past,  crowd  forward  in  greater  plentitnde  of 
strength  to  advance  the  future."  The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  stale  in  all  respects. 
Proceedings  local. 

Sir  W.  J.  Kelly  submitted  a  short  but  comprehensive  report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, in  which  he  reviews  the  transactions  of  twenty-one  sister  Grand 
Bodies,  Mississippi  not  among  the  number,  which  we  regret.  Referring  to  the 
discussion  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  by  the  Mutuals,  he  says:  '^It  may  be 
a  matter  of  regret  that  such  a  theme  was  agitated  at  all  in  our  disouaeions,  as 
the  tendency  to  talk  wisely  upon  a  question  so  remote  from  the  thoughts  and 
studies  of  most  laymen,  has  led  to  pretended  argument  at  no  time  brilliant 
and  oftentime  flippanf  All  this  we  steadfastly  believe.  Sir  Kelly  is  chary 
of  personal  comments,  which  is  a  fault  he  will  do  well  to  correct.  We  regret 
the  absence  of  Pennsylvania  for  1886  from  our  table,  but  as  we  have  it  not  we 
cannot  say  any  thing  about  it. 


VERMONT  — 1  886. 

Forty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Turlington,  June  8.  Present: — 
Sir  Thd.  D.  Chapman,  Grand  Commander:  Sir  W.  C.  Bradbnry,  Grand  Recorder, 
a  large  array  of  present  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  E.  C^s,  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives, and  the  representatives  of  nine  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  recites  the  doings  of  th6  R.*.  E.*.  for  the  year,  and  among  them 
the  issuance  of  permission  to  all  Commanderies  to  do  escort  duty  on  Decora- 
tion Day.  He  does  not  even  apologize  for  this  prostitution  of  his  command  to 
improper  purposes,  but  takes  it  as  a  matter  of  coarse  that  in  a  state  so  in- 
tensely loyal  as  is  Vermont,  that  it  is  as  little  as  any  society,  no  matter  what  its 
objects,  aims  and  purposes  may  be  to  tarn  oat  on  the  4th,  and  all  other 
political  days. 

Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  Frederick  S. 

Fisher,  and  is  a  good  one.     He  overhauls  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar 

world  in  a  report  covering  100  pages,  and  among  the  balance,  Mississippi  for 

1885  comes  in  for  her  full   share    of   conrleons    attention*     Referring    to  Sir 

Erwin's  report,  from  which  he  quotes  quite  profusely,  he  says: 

**The  correspondence  is  presented  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Chas.  M. 
Erwin,  who  is  for  a  time,  as  is  heard  said  in  New  England,  ipeliing  Sir  Knight 
DeLap.  A  very  kind  and  courteous  way  for  a  physician  to  cheer  and  brace  up 
a  patient.     Though  the  first  and  last  it  is  a  good  paper,  and  glad   as  we  shall 
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be  to  hear  the  well  insured  gro-wl  of  the  patient,  we  have  enjojed    the  Doctor.'** 

We  should  like  to  inquire  who  told  oar  good  brother  that  we  are  an  insa- 
ranoeman?  Was  not  aware  that  we  had  made  a  national  reputation.  We 
should  like  to  devote  more  time  to  Brother  Fisher  and  his  report,  but  it  is  time 
oar  report  was  finished.  Besides  we  do  not  feel  at  all  well,  and  have  not 
since  the  work  was  begun,  so  Brother  F.  will  pardon  us. 

Sir  Qeo.  W,  Wing  is  Grand  Commander;  Warren  G.  Reynolds  Grand 
Recorder,  and  Sir  F.  S.  Fisher,  Chairman  Foreign  Correspondence. 


We  note,  with  deep  regret,  the  absence  from  our  table  of  '^e  Illinois  and 
other  pamphlets — among  them  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Iowa,  irhich  we  have 
always  enjoyed  the  reading  of.  In  Illinois  the  Angel  of  Death  has  been  busy, 
to  our  personal  sorrow,  and  to  the  loss,  incalculable,  of  the  Templar  literature 
especially,  of  our  country.  We  allude  to  the  decease  of  our  old  and  most 
valued  friend.  Sir  Theo.  T.  Gurney,  who,  after  much  suffering,  doffed  his 
armor,  crossed  the  Derk  River  and  sat  down  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We, 
loved  him  because  he  was  always  lovable;  we  honored  him  because  he  deserved 
the  highest  honors;  we  revered  him  for  his  integrity  and  purity  of  character' 
and  admired  him  for  his  sterling  worth.  We  join  our  tears  with  those  of  his  im- 
mediate family,  and  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  brethren  of  Illinois,  whose 
loss,  next  to  his  immediate  loved  ones,  is  the  greatest.  Peace  to  his  ashes  and 
memory.  May  the  winds  blow  lightly,  the  .sods  rest  gently  and  the  flowers 
bloom  brightly  over  the  last  resting  place  of  this  true  and  magnanimous  Sir 
Knight,  and  may  we  all,  in  God^s  own  good  time,  be  permitted  to  join  him  in 
the  Land  of  Light  and  everlasting  Life. 

We  learn,  with  sadness,  that  our  old  and  extremely  practical  friend,  Brother 
Quilbert,  of  Iowa,  has  retired  from  the  Mutuals.  This,  in  conjunction  with 
the  untimely  death  of  Sir  Gurney,  makes  a  sad  void  in  onr  ranks;  a  void  that 
it  will  take  a  long  time  to  fill,  if  it  is  ever  done,  which  we  doabt.  Mny  the 
benediction  of  the  Master  follow  him  wherever  he  goes,  is  our  earnest  prayer. 

The  Grand  Encampment  has  met  and  done  its  usual  amount  of  splurging 
and  blowing  off  of  steam,  but  nothing  of  any  benefit  to  the  Order,  ns  usual . 
The  Order,  as  a  general  thing,  is  prosperous,  and  is,  we  hope  doing  some  little 
good  in  the  world.  We  beg  the  indulgence  of  all  our  Fraters  for  tiie  imperfec- 
tions of  this  report,  and  they  are  many,  because  we  have  been  sick  nearly  all 
the  time  during  its  preparation.  Such  as  it  is,  we  now  submit  it  with  our  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Institution  and  the  personal  happiae.-^s  and  well- 
being  of  each  and  all  of  you. 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  G.  DjeLAP,  Chairman. 
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APPENDIX. 


Since  closing  oar  report  we  have  receiyed  the  pamphlets  of  Illinois,  Ohio, 
New  York,  Wisconsin  and  Colorado,  which  we  sh^H  now  proceed  to  pass  upon 

•  briefly  : 

ILLINOIS— 1886. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  26.  Present  : 
R.'.  £.'.  Sir  John  Lane  White,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand 
Recorder.  The  address  is  a  short  bnt  very  comprehensive  paper,  inclnding 
all  his  official  acts,  which  are  sound  and  in  accord  with  sense  and  propriety. 
He  thinks  the  Grand   Encampment   a  necessity,   as  mneh  so  as   the   State 

-  Grand  Commanderies.  We  don't  belieye  a  word  of  it.  He  recommended  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  the  beloved  Garney  and  convey  to  him  the 
kind  regards  and  sympathy  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  together  with  its  high 
appreciation  of  his  very  eminent  services  to  the  Order.  We  add,  not  only  to 
the  Order  in  Illinois,  but  over  all  over  our  broad  land,  if  not  the  world.  He 
says  farther  :  The  Order  was  never  more  flourishing  than  it  is  to«day.  The 
Grand  Encampment  dues  were  paid  for  6209  members.  A  very  satisfactory 
showing  indeed.     Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  Henry  C.  Ranney, 

and  is  a  ponderous  document  covering  169  pages  of  fine  type,   and  is  so  good 

as  too  reflect  credit  upon  its  author  and  the  Imperial  Jurisdiction  for  which  he 

•« peaks.     Nearly  all  the  Templar  Bodies  pass  in  review  before  him,  among  them 

Mississippi  for  1886. 

He  quotes  the  report  of  our  Law  Committee  on  the  matter  of  the  invasion 

•  of  our  territorry  by  Tennessee,  in  which  little  affair  we  got  ourselves  into  a 
muddle.     He  has  some  pleasant  things  to  say  of  this  Committee,   and  honors 

•  us  by  copying  some  of  the  chunks  of  wisdom  contained  in  our  last  report.    He 

-  also  gratifies  us  by  endorsing  a  few  of  onr  impregnable  positions,  as  taken  in 
that  and  other  reports,  for  which  we  are  obliged.  He  devotes  over  three  pages 
of  his  report  to  Mississippi,  and  we  regret  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at 
which  we  received  his  pamphlet  prevents  us  from  devoting  the  space  to  Illinois 
that  we  should  like  to  give  her,  and  which  her  high  standing  in  the  Templar 

^ world  entitles  her  to. 

R.'.  E.'.  Wilbur  Fisk  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  same 
R6  before. 


NEW   YORK— 1886. 

The  Seventy-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  City  of  Elmira,  October 
'12.  Present :  Peter  Forrester,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Robert  Macoy, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Representatives  of  fifty-two  Subordinates. 

The  address  of  the   Grand  Commander  is  a  full  resume   of  his  official  acts 

during  the  year.    He  issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  does  not,  in 

>  every  «ca8e,  give  the  privilege  accorded,  hence   we   cannot  determine  whether 
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Any  of  them  were  issued  for  bancombe  or  not.  He  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  the 
memory  and  worth  of  the  knightly  dead.  We  join  oar  tears  with  theirs.  Pro- 
ceedings local.  Order  in  a  healthy  state.  This  is  the  largest  jarisdiotion  in 
the  world,  and  its  pamphlet  of  proceedings  the  smallest  comparatively,  which 
shows  the  non-necessity  of  much  of  the  legislation  so  freely  indulged  in  by 
our  Grand  Bodies. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  teeming  brain  and 
ecissors  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Past  Grand  Commander  John  W.  Simons. 
Like  ours,  it  is  short,  sharp  and  decisive.  Thirty-two  Grand  Bodies  are  passed 
upon  ;  among  them,  our  own  for  1886  gets  one  page.  He  has  this  to  say  of  your  • 
Committee  :  *'The  report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Sir  Enoch  Geo. 
DeLap,  and  in  it  New  York  has  a  pleasant  notice.  Though  we  do  not  always 
agree  with  Sir  Enoch,,  we  like  to  read  him.  He  "sloshes  around"  to  some  extent, 
but  we  should'nt  mind  one  of  his  raps  if  he  could  find  it  in  his  heart  to  hit  us. 
Liong  may  he  wave,  just  the  same,"  We  never  will  find  it  in  our  heart  to  hit 
Sir  John,  and  are  sure  he  is  too  wise  and  good  to  think  for  a  moment  that  we 
would  put  up  our  opinion  against  his  on  any  subject  connected  with  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood,  or  any  thing  else,  for  that  matter.  Leng  may  he  wave.  May 
his  last  days  on  earth  be  his  brightest  and  best.  May  the  evening  of  his  life 
be  one  of  bright  sunshine  and  peace,  and  his  last  hours  be  brightened  by  a 
j^rlimpse  of  the  glories  that  await  him  at  God's  right  hand.  Sir  John  has  but  one 
fault,  that  we  wot  of,  and  that  is,  he  likes  the  Grand  Encampment ;  we  wish  he 
did'nt.     We  leave  him  with  regret. 

Sir  Joseph  A.  Johnson,  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand   Recorder  and  F.  C. 
■continued. 


OHIO  — 1886. 


The  Forty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Akron,  October  14.  Pres. 
«nt: — Sir  Chas.  E.  Stanley,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  D.  Caldwell,  Grand 
Recorder  pro  tem,  and  the  representatives  of  thirty-two  out  of  thirty-nine 
Subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  lengthy  resume  of  his  official  acts  and 
deliverances,  much  space  being  used  in  the  discussion  of  the  unfortunate  mud- 
dle into  which  Newark  Commandery,  No.  34,  has  got  lierself  and  the  Grand 
Body.  Many  of  you,  no  doubt,  have  received  documents  from  a  committee 
of  said  Commandery,  in  which  light  is  thrown  upon  the  merits  and  demerits  of 
the  case.  It  seems  that  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  deny  its 
members  the  right  to  belong  to  what  they  style  '^Spurious  Masonry,"  which 
has  reference  to  some  side-show  or  something  akin  to  it,  of  the  A.  &  A.  Scot- 
tish Rites.  Sundry  members  of  Newark  joined  the  Order,  and  the  Comman- 
dery was  ordered  to  arraign  them  for  trial,  etc.  A  meeting  of  the  Commandery 
was  therefore  held,  and  the  charges  read,  and  on  a  vote  being  taken  on  their 
reception  the  Commandery  refused  to  receive  them,  by  a  large  majority. 
This  was  reported  to  the  R.*.  £.'.,  who  ordered  them  again  to  convene  ihe  Com- 
mandery for  the  same  purpose,  which  conclave  he  attended  in  person  and 
made  a  speech,  in  which  he  warned  the  Commandery  of  the  result  of  a  repeti- 
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tiou  of  the  former  coarse.  NotwithBtanding  all  this,  the  Oonamandery  again^ 
by  a  large  vote,  declined  to  receive  the  charges,  whereupon  the  K.*.  E.*.  took 
posaession  of  the  charter  and  saspended  the  Commandery,  and  reported  his  ac- 
tion to  the  Qrand  Commander,  which  sustained  him  all  the  way  through.  Of 
the  merits  of  this  case  we  are  entirely  ignorant,  but  from  the  lights  before  us 
we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  wandering 
members  of  Newark  to  have  withdrawn  from  the  side-show  than  to  have  stirred 
np  such  an  unwonted  mess  as  they  have  succeeded  in  doing.  "If  meat  make 
m;  brother  to  offend  I  will  eat  no  flesh  while  the  world  standeth." 
-  Brother  Henry  D.  Moore,  of  the  Masonic  Review,  was  tried  before  a  commis- 
sion for  speaking  ill  of  some  of  the  great  lights  of  Templary  in  that  jurisdic- 
tion, or  allowing  others  to  do  it,  and  by  the  Commission  found  guilty  and  in- 
definitely suspended;  which  finding  and  sentence  was  approved  and  CDufirmed 
by  the  Grand  Commandery,  whereupon  the  accused  gave  notice  of  appeal  to 
the  Grand  Humbug. 

Sir  Nesbit,  Grand  Recorder,  was  too  Rick  to  perform  his  duties,  hence  the 
pro  tern  appointment.  He  has  our  profound  sympathy.  The  report  on  For** 
eign  Corrrespondence  is  a  ponderous  document  of  163  pages,  in  which  Sir 
Carson  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-two  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  his 
own  peculiar  style;  among  the  balance,  Mississippi,  and  our  report  for  .(885 
and  1886  comes  in  for  full  share  of  attention.  He  picks  up  Sir  Erwin  for  find- 
ing fault  with  Sir  Tatem's  grammar  in  the  following  rather  convincing 
way: 

Ohio,  for  1884,  has  notice  in  two  pages.     He  opens  by  saying: 

"We  have  to  quarrel  with  the  Grand  Commander^s  grammar  the  fir5t  tiling 
we  do,  for  he  addresses  the  assembled  f raters  as  Knights  Templars.  Now,  in 
our  school-boy  days  a  doable  plural  was  not  allowed,  and  we  either  had  to  say 
Knights  Templar  or  Knight  Teniplam.  Either  would  do,  but  we  could  not  in- 
dulge in  the  luxury  of  both.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  wrestled 
with  this  question  a  few  years  ago,  and  decided  that  it  shoold  be  written 
'•Knights  Templar;"  so  our  virtuous  nosas  fly  up  whenever  we  see  our  rule 
violated." 

We  have  simply  this  to  say  in  reply  to  the  above.  That  our  late  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  Tatem,  is  a  gentleman  for  whom  we  have  a  very  high  regard, 
and  his  knowledge  of  English  Grrmmar  is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  average 
Templars  of  Ohio;  and  as  to  his  using  the  words  "Knights  Templars,"  we  find 
he  is  in  company  with  such  men  as  MaCauley,  Richardson  (Richardson^s  Dic- 
tionary), Hallam,  Sir  VValter  Scott,  Webster  (Webster's  Dictionary),  Prescott, 
Bancroft,  and  Addison,  author  of  Addison's  "History  of  the  Knights  Templars." 
So  long  as  a  gentleman  conforms  his  grammar  to  that  used  by  such  illustrious 
literary  men  as  those  whose  names  we  have  quoted,  we  think  he  may  rest  easy, 
so  far  as  his  grammar  is  involved.  As  for  ourselves,  we  always  say  "Knights 
Templars,"  as  we  like  to  be  in  good  company. 

Aside  from  this,  he  speaks  very  pleasantly  of  Sir  Erwin's  report.  In  refer- 
ence to  our  effort  for  1686,  he  has  some  pleasant  things  to  say,  but  takes  issue 
with  us  as  to  the  fighting  qualities  of  Modern  Templars.     Hear  him  : 

"  We  have  always  understood  that  the  Knights  Templars  were  and  are  fight- 
ing Christians.  The  ancient  Templars  were  renowned  for  their  romantic 
bravery  and  fighting  qualities.  At  their  investiture,  it  was  a  part  of  their  vow 
that  a  Templar  would  not  turn  his  back  upon  his  adversaries,  though  three  in 
number.  Then  what  does  all  this  hubbub  about  tactics  and  drill  mean,  if  we 
are  not  soldiers  ?  and  a  soldier's  mission  is  to  fight.  Then,  is  it  not  a  historical 
fact  that  all  nations,  without  a  single  exception,  do  engage  in  wars  ?     And  the 
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Ghrietian  ohureheB  do  offer  pray  ere  for  vxelory,  and  chant  Te  Denmawhen  their 
arms  are  triumphaat.  The  more  of  onr  enemies  that  are  slain,  the  greater  the 
oanse  for  thanksgiTing  and  Te  Denming.  Thoee  grim  old  Templars,  whoee 
name  vre  have  taken  and  whom  we  profess  to  imitate,  were  anything  bnt  peaee 
soldiers.  Here  is  the  way  they  are  described  by  the  Abbot  Cc^gleshale,  at  the 
Battle  of  Nazareth.  He  says  they  went  into  that  battle  dealing  **death  and 
damnation  around  around  them."  Thoee  are  the  kind  of  Templars  we  helieve 
in  ;  when  it  is  necessary,  fight !  jnst  as  the  old  chronicler  tell  ns  the  soldiers  of 
the  Holy  Order  of  the  Temple  f  onght." 

To  which  we  respond,  that  we  have  never  nnderetood  the  Order  (modern,)  as 
in  any  sense  professing  to  imitate  the  blood-thirsty  charaoteristios  of  the  An- 
cient Templars.  As  we  have  been  taught,  the  InstitatioB,  as  now  organized 
and  condacted,  has  for  its  objects  the  advancement  of  the  cause  and  Kingdom 
of  Christ  in  the  world  by  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness,  and  not  by  the- 
arbitrament  of  the  sword.  Not  all  the  Abbotts  that  ever  existed  could  make 
us  believe  that  the  Prince  of  Peace  looked  with  an  approving  eye  upon  such 
methods  of  advancing  His  cause  and  Kingdom  as  were  adopted  by  the  Tem- 
plars who  went  into  battle  dealing  ^'death  and  damnation  around  them.'' 
Thotfe  are  not  the  kind  of  Templars  we  believe  in.  However,  there  is  one  con- 
solation in  thinking  over  this  matter,  and  that  is  that  our  modern  Templars  are 
innocent  of  any  ability  to  hurt  any  body  with  ^A«ir  swords.  Had  ten  thousand 
of  our  carpet  knights,  with  Carson  at  their  head,  met  one  hundred  of  those 
doughty  Saracens  whom  our  ancient  brethren  sent  to  hell  and  damnatioon,  they 
would  have  received  a  firet-class  thrashing.  Go  on  with  your  military;  you 
won't  scare  anybody  much,  and  you  canH  hurt  them. 

As  we  have  already  devoted  more  space  to  Ohio  than  she  deserves,  we  must 
quit. 

Sir  L.  F.  Lyttle  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  J.  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder  and 
Sir  Carson,  Foreign  Correspondent. 


WISCONSIN— 1886. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  City  of  Milwaukee,  Oc> 
tober  12.  Present :  Sir  George  H.  Benzenberg,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  J.  W. 
Laflin,  Grand  Recorder  and  the  representatives,  of  twenty  Subordinate  Com- 
mander ies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  well  written  paper,  in 
which  his  official  acts  are  recited,  but  we  find  nothing  of  special  interest  to  our 
Jurisdiction.     Proceedings  local.     Order  in  a  healthy  state. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  by  the  hand  and  brain  of 
Sir  W.  C.  Swain,  and  reviews  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  world,  Missis- 
sippi for  1886  receiving  due  attention.  We  copy  what  he  has  to  say  of  this 
Committee  : 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  is  again  in  the  harness  as  reporter.  He  says  he  is  "still 
suffering  from  chronic  dyspepsia,  to  which  must  be  attributed  any  ebilntions  of 
temper  which  may  crop  out." 

He  is  not  an  admirer  of  the  Grand  Encampment ;  doesn't  approve  of  any 
dispensation  to  allow  Templars  to  show  their  good  clolhes  ;  favors  total  absti- 
nence ;  and  is  very  strong  in  his  Trinitarian  sentiments.  On  CaswelTs  advice 
for  the  cure  of  his  dyspepsia,  he  says  : 
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*'  We  fihoald  be  sorry  to  believe  that  Sir  Thomas  would  serionslj  advise  us  to 
take  that  into  our  system,  which,  while  it  might  afford  temporary  relief  for  the 
ills  of  the  body,  might  also  cause  the  loss  of  our  soul  in  hell.  Excuse  us,  the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease." 

Isn't  this  a  conf esson  of  weakness  ?  We  believe  in  temperance.  We  also 
believe  in  the  proper  use  of  good  things,  and  are  unable  to  Eee  any  more  evil 
in  the  proper  use  of  whisky  than  in  the  thousand  and  one  other  articles  of  diet 
and  luxury  which  are  equally  harmful  when  used  in  excess. 

We  are  also  perfectly  willing  DeLap  should  oppose,  as  strongly  as  he  pleases, 
"'agnostics,  Unitarians,  infidels,"  etc.,  but  we  do  protest  against  his  sweeping  de- 
nunciation) of  them  all  as  fools,  because  the  facts  show  that  some  of  the  ablest, 
.purest,  and  wisest  men  of  the  present  day  come  under  that  category.  It  does 
not  follow  that  their  theories  and  ideas  are  correct ;  neither  are  they  dogmatic 
in  asserting  them.  But  if  a  Sir  Knight  wishes  to  think  them  fools,  he  should 
do  so  in  the  privacy  of  his  own  breast.  His  opposition  to  their  ideas  should 
^  take  the  form  of  reasoning  and  argument — not  denunciation. 

To  his  query  we  answer  :  It  is  not  a  confession  of  weakness  ;  it  is  simply  a 
•  protest  against  the  habit  of  people  prescribing  strong  drink  for  the  cure  of 
disease,  when  its  effects  are  in  many  instances  infinitely  worse  than  a  disease 
that  would  land  a  man  in  his  coffin  in  two  hours.  These'prople  who  claim  that 
they  can  take  a  glass  when  they  want  it,  or  let  it  alone,  are  the  very  ones  who 
generally  fetch  up  in  the  gutter  and  fill «  drunkard's  grave.  "  Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall."  In  regard  to  our  calling  certain 
people  fools,! we  beg  to  assure  Sir  Swain  that  in  the  category  we  do  not  include 
Unitarians,  but  as  regards  all  the  balance  we  do.  An  Agnostic  is  a  confessed 
fool,  because  he  is  not  sure  of  anything.  An  Athiest  is  called  one  by  inspira- 
tion, and  an  Infidel  is  one  by  implication.  To  his  observation  that  we  should 
let  our  opposition  to  their  ideas  take  the  form  of  argument  and  reasoning,  we 
beg  to  say  that  "As  he  that  bindeth  a  stone  in  a  sling,  so  is  he  that  giveth 
honor  to  a  fool."  We  deny  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  that  any  of  the  **pur- 
«st"  or  "wisest"  men  of  this  or  any  other  day,  can  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
atheists,  agnostics  or  infidels.  These  things  don't  mix,  much  as  their  appear- 
■ances  indicate  they  do.  Sir  Swain  gets  up  a  good  report,  and  we  should  like 
to  copy  largely  from  him,  but  time  and  space  forbids. 

Sir  Jeremiah  Watts  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand   Recorder  and  Foreign 
■  Correspondence  continued. 


COLORADO— 1886. 

Eleventh  annual  was  held  at  Denver,  October  8.  Present :  Sir  Horace 
K.  Banks,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
the  Representatives  of  thirteen  Subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  document  of  five  pages. 
Short  as  it  is,  it  contains  all  that  was  necessary  for  him  to  say.  He  congratu- 
lates his  command  on  the  good  work  performed  by  the  Triennial  blowout  at 
St.  Louis,  which  is  refreshing.  His  decisions  and  dispensations  are  sound.  He 
refused  to  allow  a  Subordinate  to  profane  God's  house  by  making  it  a  theater 
for  the  display  of  thier  gaudy  uniforms  on  August  10,  not  a  Masonic  occasion. 
Sensible  to  the  last. 
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Sir  Orahood  presents  a  short  bat  oharacteristioally  good  report  on  Foreign 
-Oorrespondence,  in  which  Mississippi  for  188£  and  1886  are  pleasantly  reviewed. 

He  charaoterizes  Sir  Erwin's  maiden  effort  as  an  "able  paper."  He  honors 
this  committee  by  quoting,  approvingly,  some  of  oar  falminations.  We  are 
^ratefal. 

Sir  A.  G.  Denver  is  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Foreign  Correspondence  continued. 


RETURNS  OF 

Subordinate    Commanderies, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27. 1886. 

(including  officers  for  1887.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDBRY,  No.  I—Jaomon,  Hinds  County. 

Regalar  Conolaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  fob  1887. 

Jas.  M.  MoKee £.  C.     H.  M.  Taylor Treasarer. 

George  Lemon Gen'o.     W.  J .  Brown,  Jr Recorder. 

Luther  Manship G.  G.     Oliver  Clifton,  v,  £.  o St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  k.  c Prelate.     R.  F.  McGill '. Sw.  Bearer. 

George  8 .  Green,  r.  e.  c S.  W.     Robert  Bradley Warder. 

John  McGill,  p.  s.  o J.  W.    J.  M.  Cain,. C.  of  Ga'd. 

Past  Eminent  Cobcmandebs — M.  F.  Ash. 

Membebs — W.  S.  Hamilton,  Thos.  Palmer,  W.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  Geo.  T.  Gracey, 
W.  C.  Harrell,  Wirt  Johnston  J.  H.  Montfourt.  R.  C.  Pendergrast,  Geo.  Smal- 
shaf,  W.  H.  Teiiarden— Total  23. 

DiinTTRD — )V.  B.  Baldwin. 

Died— W.  B.  Taylor,  May  25,  1886. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Duk8— J.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Gibbs, 
C.  J.  Henck,  Thos.  R.  Holoman,J.  A.  Hoskins,  David  Johnson,  A.J.  Lewis,  Jno. 
M.  Smylie,  J.  R.  Yerger,  J.  S.  Hamilton,  Jno.  T.  Back,  R.  L.  Saunders. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $23  00. 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY  No.  2.— Vicksbubo,  Wabben  County. 

Regular  Conolaves  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1887. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  e.  o E.  0.     H.  W.  Bowen, Treasarer. 

E.  C.  Carroll Gen'o.    John  W.  Powell,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

John  Schlottman C.  G.     W.  J.  Smith'. St.  Bearer. 

Frederic  Speed,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     Charles  Peine Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  L.  Jaquith S.  W.     V.  Bonelli Warder. 

William  Stanton J.  W.     William  Murray C.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders  ~T.  G.  Birchett,  Jno.   D.   Miles,    Wm.   Cham- 
berlin,  W.  S.  Patton,  p.  o.  o. 


\ 
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MsMBBBS — F.  M.  Andrews,  Charles  Ajmstrong,  J.  H.  Bereeford,  Geo.  W 
Bookont,  B.  £.  S.  Bonelli,  S.  H.  Childress,  W.  W.  Campbell,  B.  L.  Duon,  Kisey 
Dorwit,  C.  0.  Floweree,  F.  M.  Featherston,  C.  W.  Qib8on,C.  £.  Grant,  I.  Hardy, 
W.  8.  Harris,  H.  V.  Horton,  J.  L.  Hebron,  R.  £.  Harris,  J.  £.  Halbert,  J.  J. 
Hayee,  D.  B.  Head,  W.  G.  Eiger,  W.  W.  Lord,  M.  Marshall,  M.  R.  Payne,  A.  M. 
Paxton,  Jr.,  John  Pngb,  Thomas  Rigby,  William  Richards,  W.  H.  Richardson, 
Geo.  H.  Rigby,  C,  A.  Rice,  D.  A.  Ray,  C.  G.  Knight.~Total  50, 

KmoHTED — King  Dorwit,  D.  B.  Head,  A.  L.  Jaquith. 

AFni«iATaD — Charles  Armstrong. 

Rkiiistatbd — H.  y.  Horton,  William  Stanton. 

DizD— T.  J.  Harper,  January  18, 1886;  A.  M.  Paxton,  8r.,  Jmie  18, 1886. 

Dnes  to  Grand  Commandery, $67  50. 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lexington,  Holmbs  County. 

'  No  Returns  for  1886. 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4— Hollt  Spbimos,  Mabshjlll  County  . 

No  Returns  for  1886. 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Natchxz,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiokbs  fob  1886. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  o £.0.    £.  A.  Lawrence Treasurer. 

8.  McDowell Gen'o.    C.  F.  Merrick Recorder. 

J.  Peebles C.  G.    £•  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

£.  G.  DeLap,  p.  a.  c Prelate.    J.  Hahn Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  T.  Chamberlain,  p.  b.  c . . . .  S.  W.    W.  H.  Stewart,  p.  e.  o Warder. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  p.  E«  o J.  W.     A.   R.  Tyler C.  of  Qu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commandbbs— J.  A.  Dicks,  G.  T.  Rehn. 

Membbbs — T.  Je£F  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin,  Jno.  R.  Bledsoe,  G.  M.  Brown,  Henry 
Olarke,  J.  S.  Douglass,  C.  F.  Farrar,  A.  H.  Foster,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  G.  W. 
Koontz,  C.  H.  Klein,  R.  F.  Learned,  W.  Lowry,  T.  Q.  Munce,  H.  C.  Norman,  C. 
M.  Sawyer,  £.  J.  Van  Court.— Total  31. 

Died— E.  L.  Whitney,  January,  1886;  John  S.  Holt,  August,  1886. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dubs — A.  Bahin,  L.  S.  Cornwall,  R.  S. 
Dixon,  A.  V.  Davis,  T.  Grafton,  J.  Hardie,  J.  S.  C.  Hussey,  Wm.  Noonan,  G.  W. 
Williams  W.  L.  Wells,  F.  K.  Winchester. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $82  55. 


iWi 


ST.  OYR  COMMANDERY  No.  6— Watkb  Valley,  Yalobusha  Coukty. 
Regular  Conolayes,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month . 

Offiobbs  fob  1887. 

H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  a.  o E.  C.  J.  F.  Duff Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles Gen'o.  J.  B*  Hudspeth Recorder. 

S.  B.  Brown .C .  G.  J.  B.  Pate,  p.  e.  o St.  Bearer. 

F.  W.  Weatherby Prelate.  Joel  Croom,  p.  e.  o Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Shackelford,  p,  e.  o S.  W.  Dan  T.  Fry Warder. 

Harry  Gibbon,  p.  e.  o J.  W.  T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  b.  o  . . . .  C.  of  Gu'd. 
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Past  Eminent  Oommandsb — J.  E.  Fnlsom,  p.  o.  c. — Total  13. 

DiMiTTED — D.  R.  Wagner. 

SusPBNDSD  FOB  Non-Patment  OF  DuES— J.  L.  Eskridgo,  Deo.  27,  1884;  A. 
L.  Guntharp,  Deo.  27,  1881;  J.  L.  Kirby,  Dec.  27, 1879;  W.  P.  Painter,  Dec.  27» 
1881;  W.  F.  Palmer,  Deo.  27,  1882;  J.  F.  White,  Dec.  27,  1888;  L.  R.  Wilson, 
Deo.  27, 1879;  P.  D.  Woods,  Deo.  27, 1876.  (The  dates  named  being  the  time 
to  "Which  each  last  paid.) 

Daes  to  Grand  Oommandery ^13  65. 


IVANHOE  OOMMANDERY,  No.  10— Oeolona,  Ohiokasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offigebs  fob  1887. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  e.  o E.  C.  T.  W.  Willians Treasurer.. 

Z.  T.  Trice Gen'o.  C.  C.  Ross,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

John  McCurley G.  0.  J.  M.  Trice St.  Bearer. 

Frank  Bnrkitt,  p.  e.  o Prelate.  J.  H.  Mauldin Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  W.  Bolton 8.  W.  J.  T.  Harris Warder. 

Andrew  Wood J.  W.  J.  W.  Buchanan,  p.  e.  o C.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — P.  M.  Savery,  p.  o.  o. 

Membebs — R.  B.  Brannin,  W.6.  Barker,  W.  M.  Buchanan,  S.  H.  Berge,  T..E. 
Cannon,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  John  S.  Cobb,  Jr ,  N.  Cayoe,  A.  H.  French,  J.  L. 
Finley,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  0.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  H,  W.  Hunter,  R.  V. 
Manston,  John  P.  Porter,  E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  W.  Smith,  B.  8.  Trice,  E.  M.  Walker. 
Total  33. 

Knighted — J.  T.  Harris,  W.  W.  Smith. 
Reinstated — J.  H.  Mauldin. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $43  00 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3rd  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1887. 

William  Priestley E.  C.  Augustus  N.  Parker Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Gen'o.  R.  C.  Lee Recorder. 

Robert  H.  Hoffman C.  G.  John  R.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

Rey.  Joseph  E.  Martin Prelate.  John  Thomas  Priestley . . .  Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.  Mills S.  W.  Christian  Olsen Warder. 

Norbon  C.  Mosby J.  W.  I.  W.  Ellis C.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Ebrnent  Commandeb — John  W.  Yeargaiu. 

Membebs — J.  T.  Boyd,  W.  D.  Ferris,  John  Hart,  J.  H.  Locket,  Rev.  H.  R. 
Singleton,  G.  W.  Thompson,  D.  B.  Harris.— Total  20. 

DiMiTTED — L.  Schneider. 

Died  Dubino  the  Yeab — Thomas  A.  Phillips. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  OO 
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COUR  DeLION  COMMANDERY,  No.   18— Pobt  Gibsom,  Claibobnb  Countx.. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioxbb  fob  1887. 

F.  H.  Foote £.0.  N.  B.  Walker,  p.  b.  o Treasurer.. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gen'o.  W.  B.  Fnlkerson, Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher .0.  G.  John  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  b.  o Prelate.  John  H.  Gordon,  p.  o.  o..8w.  Bearer.. 

A.  K.  Burnet S.  W.  John  G.  Jones Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  A.  Sager C.  of  Gu'd, 

Mbmbbbs— W.  F.  Burnet,  W.  B.  Lewis.—Total  14. 

Died  DxTBixa  thb  Ybab — Wm.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  b.  o.,  March  25,  1886;  Charles 
Hoffer,  Sept.  15,  1886. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $14  00 


GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15— Gbbnai>a,  Gbbnada  Cot}NTT. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Friday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1887. 

L.  R.  Turner E.  C.  J.  B.  Gage Treasurer. 

J.  C.  Longstreet Gen'o.  R.  Highgate,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

R.  P.  Lake C.  G.  Wm.  McSwine St.  Bearer. 

W,  P.  Towler,  p.  b.  o.,  p.  g.  o.(Prelate.  Thomas  Phelan 8w.  Bearer. 

J.  J.  Slack S.  W.  W.  H.  FitzGerald Warder. 

R.  N.  Owens J.  W.  Sydney  Kettle C.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Ehinbmt  Cokbcandebs — G.  Y.  Freeman,  R.  A.  Armstead. 
Mbmbbbs — B.  C.  Adams,  L.  B.  Bland,  J.  L.  Collins,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  T.  M. 
Kennedy,  R.  M.  Parish,  John  Wright.— Total  20. 
Died  Dubimq  thb  Ybab — John  George,  Sept.  28,  1886. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $21  OQ 


RECAPITULATION  OF  RETURNS. 


COHHANDJBBIB8  MAKIMG  RXIUBN  VGE    1886 8 

-CiMfMANDBBISS   FAII«IN0  TO  MASS   BbTUBN 4 

OSDEBS   COMFBBBED 5 

Rbinstatkd S 

DxaCXTTBD 3 

Died  in  1886 9 

:BusPEia>BD  FOB  Non-Paykent  of  Dx7B8 81 

Total  Membbbship  Deoxmbeb  27,  1886,  in  Commandebibs  Repobtino..  203 

Estimated  in  Commandbbies  not  Repobtino 75 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND.  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  Saybby Baldwjn. 

Arkansas T.  Q.  Bibohbtt Vicksbarg. 

Oalifornia Johm  K.  FuiiSON Water  Vallej. 

^Colorado Fbbdbbio  Spebd Vicksbarg. 

Connecticut Qeo.  8.  Gbbbn Jackson. 

Dakota Wm.  Pbiestlbt Canton. 

Georgia G.  Y.  Fbebman Jackson. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Bbnbbook  Natchez. 

Indiana Fbamk  H.  Foots ^ Port  Gibson. 

Iowa Jav ES  T.  Meade Lexington. 

Kansas JodN  H.  Gobdon Port  Gibson. 

Eentnoky 

Louisiana £.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine FbAnk  Bubkitt Okolona. 

Maryland L.  B.  Mobbt Holly  Springs. 

Massachnsetts  and  Rhode  Island. . .  Robebt  B.  Bbannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota Wm.  G.  Paxton Vicksbarg. 

Missouri W.  P.  Towlkb Grenada. 

Nebraska B.  A.  Vaugham Colnmbas. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Colambas. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Gub.  J.  Bahim Natchez. 

North  Carolina ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ Grenada. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania Matt  F.  Ash Madison  Station. 

Tennessee — 

Texas Olitbb  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Poweb Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dioks Natchez. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Daniel  Saybf : Montgomery. 

Arkansas Jambs  A.  Henbt Little  Rock. 

California Thos.  H.  CASWEMi San  Francibco. 

Oanada : DANiEii  Spby Barrie,  Ontario. 

Colora<fo Ed.  G.  FABMsiiEs Georgetown. 

Connecticat Joseph  K.  Wheeleb Hartford. 

Dakota B.  M.  Rowley Huron. 

England  and  Wales W.  Tinklbb London,  W.  C. 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois Gilbebt  W.  Babnabd Chicago. 

Indiana - John  M.  Bbamwell Indianapolis. 

Iowa John  G.  Pabish Des  Moines. 

Ireland John  A.  Bakeb Dublin. 

Kansas John  H.  Bbown Wyandotte. 

Kentacky Lobenzo  D.  Cboninoeb Covington. 

Louisiana Richabd  Lambbbt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bebby Portland. 

Maryland Chas.  T.  Cisco Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  and  R.  l8land.ALFBBD  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan W.  P.  Inneb Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pisbson St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Poweb Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowbn Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geobge  P,  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.   Bbohtel Trenton. 

New  York Robt.  Maooy New  York. 

North  Caroliaa James  C.  Munds Wilmington. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell Dayton. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meybb Philadelphia. 

Scotland Db.  Somebville Edinburg. 

Tennessee Wilbub  F.  Fostbb. Nashville. 

Texas Robbbt  Bbbwbteb Houston. 

Vermont Wabbbn  G.  Reynolds Burlington. 

West  Virginia R.  C.  Demminqton Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  H.  Laflin Milwaukee. 

Gband  Encampment — Charles  Roome,  Grand  Master,  New  York  ;  William 
B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  at 
Washington  City,  second  Tuesday  in  October,  1889. 
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Ross,  C.  C. — elected  Grand  Standard   Bearer 22 

Speed,  Fbedebio— elected  Deputy  Grand  Commander 21 

St.  Elmo  Commandeby,  No.  15 — Statement  by 10 
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GRAND  OFFICERS,  1887-88. 


Sib  N.  S.  WAiiXEB Port  GibBon Grand  (Jommander. 

Sib  Fbedebio  Spebd Vicksbnrg Depnty  Grand  Commander. 

Sib  J.  J.  Hatbb Yickshnrg Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  Joseph  E.  Mabtin Canton Grand  Captain-General. 

Sib  William  Pbibstlbt Cnnton Grand  Prelate. 

Sib  B.  T.  Eimbbouoh ....  Oxford Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  W.  a.  Bodenhambb Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sib  James  T.  Meade,  p.  o.  o Lexington Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Poweb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  C.  C.  Ross Okolcna Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  William  Biohabds Satartia Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  Chas.  T.  Chambbblain Natchez .  .Grand  Warder. 

Sib  D.  D.  L.  Quinn Cohimbus Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templab  LAW-^Frederio   Speed,  Chairman,   Yicksburg  ;  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  J 
Oxford  ;  H.  M.  Romberger,  Water  Valley. 

Fbatebmal  Cobbespomdcmcb—E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Chairman,  Natchez  ;  R.  A.  Owen, 
Port  Gibson  :  C.  C.  Robs,  Okolona. 


DIVISION^INSPECTORS. 

Diyision  No.  1 — Sir  J.  J.  Hayes Vicksburg. 

Division  No.  2 — Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln Columbus. 

Division  No.  8— Sir  W.  P.  Towler Grenada. 

Division  No.  4 — Sir  J.  H.  Gordon Port  Gibson. 
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PKOCEEDINGS 


— OF  THE- 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


-OF   THE — 


Grand 


KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR 


— OF  THE — 


ST^TE    OF"    MISSISSIPPI, 


—HELD    AT- 


CoLUMBUs,  Tuesday,  February  7,  1888. 


JACKSON,   MISS.: 
CLARION-LEDGER  STEAM  PRINTING  ESTABLISHMENT. 

1888. 


//y    "/.'  ,    ''^'■"  ,1', 


pand  ©oi^i^ar^depg. 


TWHlNTY-ElIGHTH    f\NlSIUi\L   GONCBLftVEl. 


HE  Qbahd   Commamdkbt  Kiohtb  Txmplab  or  thb  Stats  or 

M18BIB8IPP1  oonvened  in  its  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Oonolave, 
in  the  Asjrlnm  of  DeMolay  GommaDcLery,  No.  8,  at  Oolnmbns, 
on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  ^February,  A.  D.,  1888,  A.  0.  768, 

iipr^Spf^     at  2  o'olook,  p.  M. 

On  oalling  the  roil,  the  following  Grand  Officers  answered  to  their 

names  : 

R. ' .  E. ' .  Grand  Commander. 

Fbxdkbio  Sfkxd V. ' .  E.  * .  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

J.J.  Hatxs R. ' .  E. ' .  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Wm.  H.  Stkwabt as  R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Captain-General. 

P.  M.  Sayxbt,  p.  o.  o as  R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Prelate. 

G.  W .  Boi<T0M •. . . as  R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  PowBB. R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Recorder. 

B.  T.  KiMBBOUOH R.  * .  E. ' .  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

W .  A .  RoDXNHAMXB R. ' .  E. ' .  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

C.  C.  Ross R. ' .  E.  * .  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Wm.  Riohabds R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Ohab.  T.  Chambxbi«aim R.  * .  E.  * .  Grand  Warder. 

B.  A .  Yauob[ah,  p.  o.  g R .*.£.' .  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Absknt — R.'.  E.*.  Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Joseph  E.  Mar- 
tin, Grand  Captain-General  ;  Sir  Wm.  Priestly,  Grand  Prelate  ;  Sir  James  T. 
Meade,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Past  Gbamd  Commandbbs  Pbbsbmt — Wm.  S.  Patton,  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  M. 
BaTery,  G.  W.  Cos,  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

Also  present  seyeral  'visiting  Sir  Knights  from  different  Commanderiee. 

The  following  communication  from  the  B.  E.  Grand  Commander  was  read  : 
^  Pobt  Gibson,  Miss.,  February  8,  1888. 

Sir  Fbbdbbig  Spxbd,  Deputy  Orand  Commander,  Viekabwg: 

Mt  Dbab  Sib  abd  Bbothbb  :     Your  favor  just  received  and  noted.    I  regret 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [i88* 

to  say  just  at  the  last  moment  sickness  in  my  family,  a  ad  myself  jnst 
able  to  be  np  to-day,  will  deprive  me  of  the  long  anticipated  tjrip  to  the 
hospitable  and  beantifnl  city  of  Golnmbas,  where  npon  onr  first  entrance  wae 
enjoyed  so  pleasant  an  encampment. 

When  I  accepted  the  honorable  position  as  Grand  Commander,  it  was  my  in^ 
tention  and  desire  to  visit  dnrinc:  the  year  every  Subordinate  Commandery  in 
the  State,  but  circamstances,  altogether  beyond  my  control,  have  deprived  me 
of  that  pleasure. 

From  the  best  information  at  my  command,  I  am  led  to  believe  the  Order 
in  this  State  (while  it  seems  on  the  boom  everywhere  else),  has  been  retrogres- 
sive, and  I  believe,  that  unless  immediate  and  heroic  measures  are  at  once 
adopted,  our  course  on  the  down  grade  will  be  accelerated.  There  is  one  thing 
that  I  would  like  to  recommend  or  stfggest :  that  is,  that  we  disconnect  our- 
selves entirely  from  the  other  Grand  Bodies  ;  by  thiR  means,  we  will  have  more 
time  to  '*  deliberate  upon  our  unhappy  condition,"  and  will  awaken  a  greater 
interest  in  Templar  Masonry. 

During  my  term  of  office,  I  have  not  been  called  upon  in  my  official  capacity. 
I  am  very  much  afraid  that  our  membership  is  less  than  was  one  year  ago,  or 
at  least,  to  my  knowledge,  has  not  increased. 

Regretting  again  my  inability  to  be  present  with  you,  and  thanking  the  Pra- 
ters for  the  honor  conferred,  I  am, 

Yours,  truly  and  fraternally, 

N.  S.  WALKER. 

On  motion,  so  much  of  the  foregoing  communication  as  recommends  that 
the  Annual  Conclaves  of  Grand  Commandery  be  disconnected  from  the  other 
Grand  Bodies,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  made  an  oral 
address,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  approved  the  recommendation  of  the 
Grand  Commander  as  above. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the 

CoMMiTTBE  ON  DoiMOs  OF  Gband  Offiobbs — ^Sirs  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  B.  T.  Kim" 
brough  and  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

Also  appointed  as  the 

Committee  on  CBSDENTiAiiS — Sirs  Wm.  S.  Patton,  B.  T.  Kimbrough  and  S« 
Highgate. 

The  Committee  reported  the  following  in  attendance: 

Mississippi  Commandebt,  No.  1 —   • 

J.  L.  Power,  P.  E.  C,  Representative. 

MiONOLi/,  No.  2 — 

Wm.  G.  Paxton,  E.  C,  P.  G.  C. 

Lbximoton,  No.  3 — 

Rosalie,  No.  5 — 

Wm.  H.  Stewart,  P.  E.  C<,  Representative.  « 

St.  Ctb,  No.  6  - 
Winona,  No.  7— 
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PbMoiiAt,  No.  8 — 

Jtamhos,  No.  10 — 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  B.  C. 

CAXTOVf  No.  12 — 
CcBUB  dbLioh,  No.  18 — 

Obbnada,  No.  16— 

R.  Highgate,  P.  E.  C.,  proxy  for  E.  G. 


The  Orand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  reports  and  ao- 
tfonnts  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

^  the  Mr.  Er.   Orand  Commandery  of  MiuiMippi  : 

I  beg  leaye  to  sabmit  my  Eighteenth  Annaal  Report  as  your  Grand  Re- 
corder: 

The  receipts  for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 

Hississippi  Commandery,  No.    1,  on  arrears $  100  00 

>Iagnolia  '*  No.    2,  dues  for  1886 46  00 

Bosalie  "  No.    5,  dues  for  1886 82  55 

fit.  Cyr  '*  No.    6,  dues  for  1885 22  00 

6t.0yr  "  No.    6,  dues  for  1886 18  00 

Oanton  *'  No.  12,  dues  for  1886 20  00 

^oeurdeliion  '*  No.  IS.   dues  for  1886 14  00 

Ivanhoe  *"  No.  10,  dues  for  1886 48  00 

Orenada  ''  No.  15,  dues  for  1886 20  00 

Total  receipts $  810  55 

Oommanderies  are  in  arrear  to  the  Grand  Commandery  as  follows,  on  fus- 
430unt  of  dues  prior  to  1887: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  balance $    65  00 

Magnolia  ''  No.  2,  dues  for  1886 67  50 

Xtexington            '^                No.  8,  made  no  report  for  1886,  dues  esti- 
mated        18  00 

Holly  Springs     ••  No.  4,  no  report  for  '84,  '85,  '86,  '87 

Winona  '*  No.  7,  no  report  for  1886 

DeMolay  **  No.  8,  dues  for  1885 19  00 

PeMolay  ''  No.  8,  dues  for  1886 

I  recommend  that  the  charter  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  be  de 
^Blared  forfeited,  it  being  four  years  in  arrear  for  returns  and  dues,  with  no 
probability  of  being  resouscitated. 

From  this  exhibit  you  will  see  that  the  Templar  outlook  in  Mississippi  is 
decidedly  gloomy.  In  my  judgment  there  will  be  no  improvement  so  long  as 
ihe  annual  Grand  Conclaves  are  held  by  way  of  preface  or  appendix  to  the 
other  Grand  Bodies.  I  recommend  that  the  Grand  Commandery  shall  here- 
after hold  its  Annual  Conclave  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  at  such  plaoe 
aa  may  be  selected  from  time  to  time. 

There  is  some  probability  of  a  Commandery  being  organized  at  Greenville. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1887,  I  received  and  distributed  to  the  Comman* 
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deriee,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Qrand  Encampment  residing  in  this  Juris- 
diction, copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Triennial  Conclave;  and  in  April  I 
forwarded  to  the  Commanderies  the  Ritaal  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

On  the  7th  March,  1887,  I  received  notice  of  the  death  of  Sir  Peleg  Brown, 
our  Representative  at  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama.  He  died  at  his* 
summer  residence  in  New  Berlin,  New  York,  Febraary  21, 1887,  aged  80  years. 

On  17th  of  March,  I  forwarded  to  Sir  John  Fri2zell  the  action  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  in  the  Lezington-St.  Elmo  case. 

On  6th  of  Angnst,  forwarded  commission  to  Sir  John  Thomas  Parham. 
Petersburg,  Va.,  as  oar  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Tirginia. 

On  September  9th,  received  commission  for  Sir  P.  M.  Savery  as  Representa' 
tive  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia  at  the  Grani  Commandery  of  Mis- 
sissippi. Conrteonsly  submitted, 

J.  L.   POWER, 
Gband  Rkoobdeb. 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

1887.      •  Db. 

February  7.    To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date $  SIO  66- 

To  balance  last  Report 8  53 

$  814  0» 

Cb. 

By  expenses  Representatives  last  Grand  Conclave f  62  SO" 

By  dues  to  Grand  Encampment,  1887 10  1& 

By  postage  and  express.  Grand  Recorder 10  85 

By  proceedings  and  other  printing ; lOi  75 

By  salary  of  Gaand  Recorder,  1887 50  00 

Total $  238  65 

In  Treasury  to  balance 75  4S 

— 

$  814  09 
Fraternally  submitted, 

JAS.  T.  MEADE,  Grand  Treasurer. 


On  motion,  the  Report  and  Account  were  referred  to  the  following  Finance 
Committee  :    Sirs  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Richards,  E.  C.  Bolton, 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama, 
announced  the  death  of  Sir  Peleg  Brown,  Grand  Representative  of  Alabama  a& 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  and  submitted  the  following 

MEMORIAL    TRIBUTE. 

*  Into  the  shadowy  land  has  passed  a  valliant  and  magnanimous  Sir  Kniji^ht 
whose  pilgrimage  on  earth  was  blessed  by  God — and  who  in  the  warfare  inci' 
dent  to  life,  fought  valliantly  and  true,  so  that  when  he  laid  his  battered  armor 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  we  feel  well  assured  his  name  was  written  in  the 
Book  of  Life. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Peleg  Brown  was  born  in  New  Berlin,  N.  Y.,  December  20, 1806, 
and  died  in  his  native  town,  February  21,  1887. 
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In  the  earlj  yean  of  his  manhood  he  ohose  the  Soathland  for  his  home,  and 
the  beantifnl  oitj  of  Mobile  as  his  permanent  residence.  In  that  city  he  oom- 
menoed  a  Masonic  career  that  is  seldom  equalled  and  rarely  if  ever  surpassed. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Howard  Lodge,  No  69,  in  that  city,  in  1858,  and  seryed 
that  Lodge  as  W.  M.  in  1866  and  in  1867.  He  received  the  Oapitolar  degrees  in 
Mobile  Chapter,  No.  21,  in  1864;  in  1866dimitted  and  affiliated  with  Alabama 
Chapter,  No.  66 — ^which  Chapter  he  served  as  H.  P.  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 

He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  1864,  in  Mobile  Commandery.  No. 
8,  and  in  1867  became  a  charter  member  of  Alabama  Commandery,  No. 
6,  of  which  he  was  E.  C.  until  1874,  when  the  two  Commanderies  were  consolida- 
ted ander  the  name  of  Mobile,  No.  2.  He  was  G.  H.  Priest  of  the  Grand  R. 
A.  Chapter  of  Alabama  in  1867  and  186^,  and  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  K. 
T.  of  Alabama  in  1867  and  1869.  In  1874  he  was  commissioned  as  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  near  Grand  Commandery  of 
Alabama,  and  was  ocntinned  in  that  official  capacity  ontil  his  death. 

A  member  continuously  of  Lodge,  Chapter,  Commandery  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  it  is  reported  the  records  of  each  body  show  that  during  that  period 
he  missed  attendance  but  three  regular  meetings.  The  testimony  of  his  breth- 
ren and  Companions  indicates  he  was  a  Mason  and  Templar  in  word,  thought 
and  deed — ever  using  his  ample  means  in  dispensing  charity  and  hospitality, 
and  elevating  the  standard  of  Masonry  and  Knighthood.  With  him  friendship 
was  no  unmeaning  word,  but  as  weighty  as  the  gold  of  a  princes  ransom — 
true,  steadfast  and  faithful  to  the  end. 

lUsolvedt  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  recognizing  the  worth 
and  excellence  of  the  Eminent  Frater  now  at  rest,  do  instruct  that  a  memorial 
page  of  these  proceedings  for  1888  be  set  apart  in  fraternal  and  knightly  re- 
memberance. 

After  remarks  by  R.*.  £.\  Dep.  Grand  Commander,  the  tribute  was  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote. 

Sir  Vanghan,  for  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  recr>mmended 
that  the  matter  of  place  of  meeting  be  referred  to  the  Subordinate  Commanda- 
ries,  but  that  this  Grand  Conclave  exercise  its  discretion  as  to  the  place  for 
next  Grand  Conclave ;  and  that  the  Comniandaries  be  requested  to  express 
themselves  on  the  Ritual. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  Past  Grand  Commander  G.  W. 
Cox  on  Law  Committee,  and  Sir  6.  T.  Kimb rough,  as  Chairman  of  the  said 
Committee. 

Sir  DeLap  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence, which  was  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  question  of  time  and  place  of  Annual 
Conclave  was  referred  to  the  Sabordinate  Commandaries — to  be  voted  upon 
before  September  1st.  If  a  majority  are  in  favor  of  disconnecting,  then  the 
next  Grand  Conclave  shall  be  held  in  Vicksbnrg,  on  4th  Wednesday  in  April, 
1889;  all  failing  to  vote  to  be  counted  as  voting  in  the  affirmative.  If  a 
majority  are  opposed  to  the  proposed  change,  then  the  Conclaves  to  be  held  at 
the  same  place  as  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  on  the  Tuesday  preceding^. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

JhtheRr,  E*\   Grand  Commandery: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the  Report  of 
Grand  Recorder  and  the  Accounts  of  Grand  Treasurer  correct  and  recommend 
their  approval.  Courteously, 

Chas.  T.  Chambkblain, 
Wm.  Riohabds, 
E.  C.  Bolton, 

Committee. 
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Past  Grand  Oommander  B.  A.  Yaaghan,  in  behalf  of  hia  danghter,  Miaa 
Jeannie  Vanghan,  and  other  ladies,  extended  an  inTitation  to  attend  an  enter- 
taihment  to-night,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Oolambns  Riflemen — the  Sir  Knighte 
aooepting  to  first  assemble  in  the  parlors  of  the  Gilmer  Hotel.  The  inTitation 
was  nnanimonsly  accepted. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Stewart  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  fee  of  fiye  dollars  now  paid  by  the  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  to  the  Grand  Oommanderj  be  reduced  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The  Grand  Oommandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers- 
Sirs  Bolton  and  Highgate,  Tellers,  resulting  as  follows: 

Fbbdbbig  Spxkd Vicksburg Grand  Commander . 

J.  J.   Hats Vicksburg Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

J.  E.  Leigh Columbus Grand  Generalissimo. 

Wm.  H.   Stkwabt Natchez Grand  Captain  Gheneral. 

Ret.  H.  R.  Sinolbton Natchez Grand  Prelate . 

W.  A.  BoDBMHAMBB. Okolona Grand  Senior  Warden . 

C.  C.  Ross Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Jambs  T.  Mbadb Lexington Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  PowBB Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Wm.  Riohabds Satartia Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

J.  A.  Rainwatbb Sardis Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  W.  Bolton Pontotoc Grand  Warder. 

Wm.  Mubbay Vicksburg: Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect,  (except  Sirs  Meade  and  Murray  absent),  were  then 
installed  into  office  by  Past  Grand  Commander  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

After  which  Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  S.  Patton  made  some  Tery  appro- 
priate and  appreciated  remarks. 

Past  Grand  Commander  DeLap  offered  the  following  which  was  adopted: 

Bewlved,  That  the  uniform  now  in  use,  adopted  in  1859,  be  re-adopted  as  the 
uniform  for  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

STANDING     COMMITTEES. 

Templab  Law— B.  T.  Kimbrough,  Oxford;  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg^  Q. 
W.  Cox,  Columbus. 

Fbatbbnaij  Cobbbspondenob—E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez. 

No  further  business  appearing  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  at 
5  o'clock,  p.  M.,  closed  its  Twelfth  Annual  ConclaTe  in  Solemn  and  Knightly 
form. 


Attest: 


Gband  Commandeb. 


Gband  Rboobdeb. 


Complimentary  Resolutions. 


At  an  informal  assemblage  of  members  of  the  Qrand  Oommandery,  held  on 
the  morning  of  Febraary  9thf  the  following  papers  were  adopted  by  onanimons 
rising  Tote  : 

Whbbbas,  The  undersigned  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  of  Mississippi  were  honored  and  extremely  gratified  by  the  receipt  of 
a  conrteons  and  cordial  invitation  to  become  the  gnests  for  the  evening  of 
Miss  Jeanie  Vanghan,  the  lovely  and  talented  daughter  of  onr  Past  Grand 
Commander,  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan  ;  and  whereas,  the  acceptance  of  said 
invitation  has  resulted  in  an  evening  of  unalloyed  pleasure  and  delight,  for 
which  gratification  we  are  indebted  to  our  lovely  hostess  ;  therefore. 

Be  it  Resolved^  That  onr  thanks,  heartjr  und  sincere,  are  eminently  due  and 
are  hereby  tendered  for  the  honor  conferred  and  the  hospitality  enjoyed,  with 
the  atturance  that  the  memories  that  daster  around  the  events  of  that  evening 
will  Xmain  with  us  until  we  shall  have  finished  our  earthly  course  and  entered 
the  silent  land. 

Hesolved,  That  we  fully  appreciate  the  unwearied  attentions  of  the  beautifuli 
accomplished  and  fascinating  attendants  while  at  table,  and  beg  to  assure  them 
that  had  the  service  been  less  absorbing,  the  elegant  eolation  would  have  oomt 
in  for  a  larger  share  of  attention. 


Wbsreas,  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi,  and 
their  invited  guests  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
the  State  Industrial  Institute  and  College  for  the  White  Girls  at  ColombuSf 
Mississippi,  and  enjoying  the  generous  hospitality  and  appreciated  courtesies 
of  the  President,  teachers  and  pupils  of  that  institution  ;  and  being  impressed 
with  the  great  good  the  perpetuity  of  such  a  school  will  accomplish  for  the 
welfare  of  the  women  of  Mississippi  ;  therefore, 

Rexolvedt  That  wet  endorse  most  cordially  the  purposes  for  which  said  Insti* 
tnte  was  founded,  as  well  as  its  worthy  President,  its  accomplished  corps  of 
teachers,  and  the  galaxy  of  bright,  sparkling,  intellectual  stadents  contained 
therein,  wishing  them  God-speed  in  their  great  and  holy  work,  ever  assuring 
them  that,  come  weal  or  woe,  the  Templars  and  Masons  of  Mississippi  will  be 
found  the  constant  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Institution. 

P.  M.  Savbbt   Lee  County,  Ch'n, 
W.  B.  Tbioo,  Washington  County, 
W.  G.  Paxton,  Warren  County, 
B.  T.  KiMBBOUOH,  Lafayette  County, 
M.  M.  EvAMB,  Jackson  County, 

Committeet 


Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


.    INTRODUCTORY. 

To  THE  R.'.  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

The  undersigned  again  craves  your  indulgence  for  any  .imperfections  that  may 
appear  in  this  report,  as  he  did  for  the  one  last  made,  and  for  the  same  reason 
We  have  been  sick  nearly  all  the  time.  However,  as  Brother  Gurney  has  gone 
to  **The  Better  Land,"  and  Brother  Guilbert  has  quit  work,  we  will  try  to  strug- 
gle along  and  keep  in  sight  of  the  balance  of  the  corps.  No  doubt,  if  our  health 
was  good,  our  education  perfect,  and  we  had  the  talent,  we  could  produce  an 
admirable  report.  Lacking  all  these,  we  submit  the  following  as  the  best  we 
can  do  under  the  circumstances.     With  these  few  remarks,  we  will  begin  with — 

ALABAMA— 1887. 

The  27th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  May  i8th,  R/.  E*.  paniel 
Smith,  G.*.  C.'.,  presiding.  Only  five  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  repre- 
sented. There  were  thirteen  in  the  State,  at  one  time,  and  the  meagre  attend- 
ance looks  very  much  like  some  of  them  (the  thirteen)  had  gone  up  the  flume — 
like  some  of  ours.  It  is  a  mystery  to  us  why  the  Templar  Orders,  and  the  other 
branches  of  the  Masonic  family  as  well,  do  not  flourish  in  the  South  as  they  cer- 
tainly do  in  the  North.  If  any  of  the  Mutuals  M'ill  rise  and  explain  this  thing, 
we  will  be  grateful. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts.  He 
pays  high  tribute  to  the  life-work,  services  and  worth  of  the  courteous  dead, 
both  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions.  Peace  to  their  ashe.s,  and  may  their  vir- 
tues live  in  us.  He,  very  properly,  refused  a  di.spensation  to  a  Subordinate  **  to 
attend,  as  escort,  the  marriage  of  one  of  its  members." 

Proceedings  local.  Our  good  Brother  Daniel  is  still  at  the  helm  of  the  Corres- 
pondence Craft,  and  submits  one  of  his  characteristically  good  reports,  in  which 
he  reviews  most  of  the  pamphlets,  among  them  ours  for  1886-7.  Referring  to 
our  report  for  '86,  he  says :  "  Perhaps  his  report  is  a  very  little  tinged  by  the 
condition  of  his  bowels,  as  he  seems  to  have  as  awful  a  case  of  dyspepsia  as  we 
have  ever  come  across."  He  then  endorses  the  liquor  prescription  of  our  Cali- 
fornia frater,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that,  in  his  heart,  he  argues  with 
us — that  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease.  He  is  in  error  in  regard  to  our 
bowels,  as  the  sun  is  no  more  regular  in  his  rising  than  they  are  in  the  discharge 
of  their  functions.  In  this  respect  our  dispepsia  is  of  a  singular  kind.  He  makes 
all  due  reparation  for  the  lack  of  expressed  sympathy  for  us  in  our  aflfiiction,  in 
his  review  of  our  '86  report.     For  the  kind  words  he  says,  we  are  more  than 
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grateful.   May  God  bless  him  in  all  things,  both  in  his  going  out  and  his  coining 
in — both  in  basket,  store,  health  and  happiness. 

He  has  this  to  sav  about  some  of  our  fulminations  against  the  Grand  Encamp* 
ment: 

"This  is  pretty  severe  language,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  picture  is 
rather  overdrawn.  We  do  not  suppose  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment  are  always  on  their  knees  and  saying  their  prayers.  If  they  were,  they  had 
better  stay  at  home,  and  save  for  charity  the  money  they  spend.  But  the  men 
that  compose  the  Grand  Encampment  are  some  of  the  best  men  we  have,  and  if 
they  cannot  be  trusted  to  behave  themselves  waen  from  home  for  a  few  days,  we 
think  the  order  had  better  be  disbanded." 

Brother  Daniel's  supposition  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are 
not  always  on  their  knees  does  great  credit  to  his  perspicacity.  Judging  by  the 
performances  on  those  occasions,  and  the  quantity  of  wines  and  liquors  con- 
sumed,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  but  very  little  praying  is  done,  except  to 
Bachus  and  Venus.  Don't  you  think,  Brother  Daniel,  that  the  diverting  of  the 
money  spent  at,  and  in  consequence  of  the  Triennial,  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
would  be  an  improvement  ?  Brother  S.  knows  perfectly  well,  that  we  are  not 
talking  about  the  purest  and  best  men  of  our  order,  some  of  whom  we  know  are 
always  there,  but  about  those  who  habitually  prostitute  thpse  occasions  and  the 
order  to  the  level  of  a  bawdy-house  and  a  general  drunk.  We  have  nothing 
against  G.  Y,.^  per  se^  except  that  is  an  unnecessary  appendage,  the  removal  of 
which,  while  not  injuring  Templary  in  the  slightest  degree,  would  be  a  great 
step  in  the  direction  of  good  morals.     We  leave  Brother  S.  with  regret. 

Sir  John  Douglas  Wilkins,  G  C.  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C  ,  same  as  before. 


CONNECTICUT— 1887. 

Annual  Conclave  at  Norwalk,  March  15;  R.  E.  Sir  Fred  H.  Waldron,  G.  C; 
Sir  J.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  ten* 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  many  Past  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives  and 
representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanders.  Much  of  the  address  of  G. 
C.  is  devoted  to  tender  and  eloquent  tributes  to  the  memory  of  the  courteous 
dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  The  Great  Reaper  has  gathered  many 
of  the  brightest  and  best  since  our  last  report.  Let  us  be  comforted  with  the 
hope  that  to-day  they  are  enjoying  the  society  of  the  blest  and  the  joys  of  "The 
Better  Land." 

He  granted  sundry  dispensations,  but  most  of  them  for  proper  purposes.  Some 
were  for  attending  Divine  service  in  uniform,  which  is  not  in  consonance  with 
our  ideas  of  propriety  in  approaching  the  Throne  of  Grace.  "Blessed  are  the 
meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth,"  "He  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be 
exalted."  Now  it  occurs  to  us  that  meekness  and  humility  are  peculiarly  neces- 
sar>'  in  acceptably  waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that  showy 
uniforms  and  sharp  swords  are  not  indicative  of  either  of  those  virtues,  in  the 
wearer,  when  present  in  the  house  of  God.  However,  until  man  is  regenerated 
and  purified  from  the  dross  of  the  vain  pomp  and  show  of  this  world,  he  will  lose 
no  opportunity  to  make  himself  conspicuous  in  God's  house  as  elsewhere.    The 
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Uiought  will  intrucie,  though,  that  this  sort  of  religious  service  will  prove  anything 
t>ut  a  spiritual  blessing  to  the  participants  therein. 

He  reports  the  usual  amount  of  work  done  by  each  Commandery,  during  the 
year,  and  a  net  gain  of  forty,  all  of  which  is  pleasant. 

We  clip  the  following,  which  speaks  for  itself: 

On  New  Year's  day.  New  Haven  Commandery  made  their  annual  donation 
visit  to  the  New  Haven  Orphan  Asylum,  and  left  with  the  managers  of  that  in- 
stitution their  cash  donation.  This  was  their  fourth  annual  visit.  The  amount 
donated  during  these  visits  has  been  $1,400,  all  from  voluntary  donations  from 
its  members  and  a  few  sojourners.  This  is  a  gratifying  record,  and  worthy  of 
emulation. 

Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you,  Sir  Knights,  representatives  of  our  several  com- 
manderies,  that  there  may  be  among  your  members,  worthy  Sir  Knights,  their 
widows  or  orphans,  who  may  need  a  helping  hand  ?  How  better  could  we  carry 
out  the  teachings  of  our  order,  than,  on  each  recurring  year  ask  the  members  of 
the  commandery,  who  can  do  so,  to  contribute  towards  a  fund  from  which  could 
silently  be  sent  to  this  or  that  Sir  Knight,  or  their  families,  a  substantial  gift  on 
fJew  Year's  day? 

The  visitations  by  the  G.  C.  and  his  staff  were  quite  general  and  no  doubt 
resulted  in  good.     Proceedings  local.     Finances  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Bro.  Jos.  K.  Wheeler  presented  an  excellent  report  on  F.  C  ,  in  which  nearly 
nil  the  transactions  of  the  Templar  world  are  carefully,  fairly  and  courteously 
reviewed — Mississippi  for  1886  receiving  her  full  share  of  kindly  attention.  Re- 
ferring to  our  Conclave  of  that  year  he  says : 

Hardly  any  business  was  transacted,  all  being  included  in  fourteen  pages. 
There  are  twelve  commanderies,  and  orders  have  been  conferred  on  five  only, 
^nd  the  total  membership  of  the  entire  jurisdiction  is  only  three  hundred  and 
fourteen — a  trifle  over  that  of  single  coi^manderies  in  Connecticut  that  might  be 
enumerated.  But  the  time  is  coming  when  Mississippi  will  report  better  results 
And  more  favorable  prospects.  We  are  surprised  to  find  this  knightly  order 
growing  so  rapidly,  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  a  little  time  when  its  members 
will  number  among  the  hundreds  of  thousands,  judging  from  its  growth  in  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century. 

We  hope  our  good  brother's  prophesy  in  regard  to  Mississippi  will  be  more 
than  fulfilled,  but  the  present  outlook  is  not  flsittering.  Reviewing  our  report  he 
refers  to  attending  church  in  uniform  as  "This  rub-a-dub  church-going."  This 
Strikes  us  as  the  most  appropriate  name  for  it,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most 
comprehensive  rebuke  of  the  practice  that  we  have  seen. 

Bro.  Wheeler  honors  us  by  quoting  quite  extensively  from  our  report,  and  that 
he  concurs  in  our  views  on  the  subjects  under  discussion,  the  following  will 
prove  : 

Our  readers  will  no  doubt  be  convinced  from  the  foregoing  specimens  that  the 
nuthor  is  a  very  practical  man  ;  but  there  is  truth  in  his  sayings — nothing  but  the 
truth,  aud  we  cannot  forbear  intruding  the  following  motto  in  connection^ 
familiar  to  every  Sir  Knight :     *^ Magna  est  veretas,  et  prtvalabet," 

We  feel  grateful  for  the  endorsement. 

Bro.  W.  gives  utterance  to  many  things  that  would  interest  you  and  adorn  thif 
report,  but  time  and  space  preclude  their  insertion.  May  the  Benediction  of 
the  Master  abide  with  him. 

R.  £.  Sir  Chas.  £.  Billings  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  continued. 
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CALIFORNIA— 1887. 

Twenty-Ninth  Annual  at  San  Francisco,  April  28th,  Sir  Reuben  Hedley  Lloyd^ 
R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Sir  Thos.  Hubbard  Caswell,  Grand 
Recorder.  We  find  no  pro  tern.  Grand  Officers,  and  note  the  presence  oi  ten 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  the  representatrves  of  24  out  of  26  chartered  Com* 
mandaries,  all  of  which  proves  the  remark  of  the  G.  C,  in  his  address,  "I  am 
happy  to  say  that  peace  and  prosperity  reign  within  our  borders.*' 

The  address  is  extremely  short,  but — doubtless — covers  the  whole  ground. 
He  made  but  two  decisions,  the  first  of  which  we  copy,  as  it  enlightens  us,  some- 
what,  in  regard  to  what  they  call  a  dimit  in  that  country  : 

A  Templar,  in  good  standing,  paid  all  dues,  and  demanded  a  dimit  and 
recommendatory  certificate  ;  he  received  the  first  but  not  the  latter.  He  con- 
tended that,  being  of  good  standing  and  free  of  the  books,  he  was  entitled  as  a 
matter  of  right  to  a  recommendatory  certificate.  I  held  that  the  certificate  could 
only  be  issued  by  order  of  the  Commandary,  according  to  Article  VIII,  Section 
I,  of  the  By-Laws  of  subordinates.  The  Commandery,  having  a  right  to  vote  on 
the  proposition,  was  vested  with  a  discretion  and  could  give  or  refuse,  as  the 
members  might  deem  proper;  therefore  the  Knight  was  not  entitled  to  it  as  a 
matter  of  right. 

Such  certificate  being  in  the  nature  of  a  guarantee  to  all  Commanderies  that 
the  holder  would  make  a  desirable  member,  I  think  it  is  properly  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Commandary  to  issue  or  not,  as  to  its  members  may  seem  best. 
Still,  Templars  should  look  well  to  it  that  nothing  but  the  weightiest  reasons 
make  them  send  a  brother  Knight  forth  in  the  world  without  a  kind  word  to 
cheer  him  on  his  way. 

Now,  our  understanding  of  a  dimit  has  always  been  that  it  is  not  only  a  permit 
to  the  holder  to  go,  but  that  it  also  is,  at  leasts  a  quasi  endorsement  of  his  moral 
and  masonic  character.  We  hold,  and  we  think  the  proposition  i  neon  trove  rtable, 
that  a  masonic  body  has  no  right  to  dimit  a  member  that  it  cannot  recommend 
as  a  good  man  and  mason,  and  that  where  this  cannot  be  done  the  duty  of  the 
Lodge  or  Commandary  is  to  arraign,  try  and  expel.  Whenever  you  rob  a  dimit 
of  its  recommendatory  character,  you  take  away  more  than  half  its  virtue. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  the  Triennial  and  we  are  somewhat  astonished  at 
this  bit  of  news  with  which  the  R»  E.,  in  all  seriousness,  favors  us  : 

**Many  things  of  grave  moment  to  the  order  were  legislated  upon  by  tJie  Encamp- 
ment J*"* 

Perhaps  so. 

The  report  of  the  financial  officer  shows  that  the  body  has  plenty.  In  fact, 
they  are  able  to  reduce  the  dues  to  the  extent  of  thirty  per  cent.  Happy  beebles  ! 
Proceedings  local. 

We  find,  as  usual,  the  report  on  F.  C,  injected  into  the  bowels  of  the  minutes 
instead  of  being  published  as  an  appendix,  as  is  the  custom  among  all  first-class 
Grand  Bodies.  However,  the  excellence  of  Sir  CaswelPs  production  is  not 
lessened  by  its  place  in  the  pamphlet. 

Sir  Thomas  reviews  nearly  all  the  proceedings  in  his  usual  style — ably  and 
interestingly.  He  quotes  Sir  Gordon's  remarks  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the 
Order  in  Mississippi,  and  says :  "Such  a  condition  of  apathy  and  indifference 
do«s  not  speak  well  for  the  Order  in  Mississippi,  and  unless  an  awakening  occurs 
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it  is  a  state  of  coma  that  portends  dissolution."  No  one  knows  the  truth  of  the 
above  better  than  we  do,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  awakening  is  still  delayed- 

Referring  to  one  criticism  of  California  in  regard  to  Templars  parading  on 
"Decoration  Day/'  he  says,  "There  is  no  chance  for  a  controversy  with  our 
esteemed  frater  upon  this  subject.     We're  another." 

He  says  also,  "Were  we  afflicted  with  dyspepsia,  we  would  go  for  the  Bourbon 
and  take  our  chances  of  Sheol,  defying  the  devil  and  all  his  works."  When  a 
man  has  a  clear  case  of  horrible  dyspepsia  he  seldom  cares  what'he  takes,  nor, 
sometimes,  what  becomes  oi  him.  However,  we  still  feel  as  we  did  when  we 
declined  the  prescription,  but  we  hope  SirThos.  will  never  fiiid  it  necessary  to 
seek  a  remedy  for  suffering  such  as  ours.     May  the  Good  Lord  bless  him  always. 

Reuben  Hedley  Lloyd,  G.  C. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C,  same  as  before. 


DAKOTA— 1887. 

Fourth  Annual  at  Huron,  June  7,  Sir  Dan'l  G.  Glidden,  G.  C. ;  Sir  Bruce  M. 
Rowley,  Grand  Recorder  ;  eight  chartered  Commanderies  and  one  U,  D.  repre- 
sented ;  eight  Grand  Commanderies,  including  Mississippi  represented. 

The  R.  E.  congratulates  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction  upon  *'  its  abundant 
prosperity,  th6  complete  harmony  which  prevails  within  our  borders,"  etc. 
He  granted  two  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies  and  constituted  one.  The 
address  is  very  short  and  confined  to  local  matters  entirely. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $484.  How  is  that 
for  a  four -year-old  ? 

In  this  day  of  prohibition,  local  option  and  the  teaching  for  doctrine  the  com- 
mandments of  men,  while  the  gospel,  pure  and  simple,  is  relegated  to  a  place  of 
secondary  importance,  the  following  from  the  minutes  may  be  of  interest  to 
s«me  of  our  fraters  : 

"Sir  Elwood  F.  Doty  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence  : 

I  move  to  amend  article  115  of  section  13  of  the  Statutes  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  by  adding  thereto  the  following :  provided,  however,  that  no  Subordi- 
nate Commandery  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Commandery  shall 
receive  the  petition  of  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  is  engaged  in  selling 
intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  any  Sir  Knight  within  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction who  shall  hereafter  engage  in  or  carry  on,  the  business  of  selling  intoxi- 
cating liquors  as  a  beverage,  shall  be  declared  guilty  of  unknightly  conduct,  and 
subject  to  expulsion  from  any  Commandery  to  which  he  may  belong.  And  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Junior  Warden  of  such  Commandery  to  prefer 
charges  against  any  Sir  Knight  bo  offending. 

Sir  Knight  Levi  B.  French  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  on  mo- 
tion adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  that  the  subordinate 
Commanderies  of  this  Jurisdiction  be  requested  not  to  receive  the  petition  of  any 
companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  is  at  the  time  of  making  the  same,  a  dealer 
in  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

We  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  we  play  second-fiddle  to  no  man  in  our 
hatred  of  alcoholic  liquors  under  whatsoever  name  they  may  be  called,  but  we 
do  not  believe  that  the  plan  of  salvation  ever  contemplated  the  possibility  of  leg- 
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isiating  men  into  heaven.  The  propensity  in  our  race  to  eat  of  forbidden  frnit 
is  as  strong  to-day  as  it  was  when  Adam  sacrificed  the  delights  of  Eden  in  order 
to  gratify  it.  If  we  wish  10  save  men  socially  and  morally,  we  must  do  so  by 
leading  them  by  kindness  and  moral  suasion  into  the  peacable  paths  of  righteous- 
ness, and  not  try  by  human  enactments  to  reform  a  race,  the  redemption  of 
which  cost  the  suflfering  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  It  was  infinite  love  and 
pity,  coupled  with  a  knowledge  of  how  frail  we  are,  that  brought  forth  the  re. 
mark  fronx  the  Savior :  "  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee  ;  go,  and  sin  no  more.*' 

We  find  no  report  on  correspondence.     Sir  Marc  A.   Brewer  is  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander;  Grand  Recorder  continued;  Sir  Wm.  D.  Stites,  Correspondent. 


INDIANA— 1887. 


The  Thirty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  April  26 ;  Eph- 
raim  W.  Patrick,  R,  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  John  M.  Bramwell, 
Grand  Recorder.  All  the  Grand  officers  were  present  except  Sir  Wm.  A.  Foote, 
the  Grand  Generalissimo,  who  had,  during  the  year,  dropped  his  armor,  crossed 
the  Jordan  of  Death,  and  entered  the  eternal  world.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

Quite  an  array  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and 
Grand  Representatives  were  also  present,  together  with  the  Representatives  of  all 
the  subordinates  but  one. 

The  address  is  an  excellent  paper,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  local  matters.  We 
are  gratified  to  have  the  pleasure  of  clipping  the  following : 

"The  year  past  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  our  beloved  Order  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail.** 

Referring  to  the  ravages  of  death,  he  says : 

**  Should  we  not  so  live  that  when  we  receive  the  summons  we  may,  in  peace 
and  hopeful  trust,  pass  to  the  realms  of  Mife  and  light  eternal,*  and  be  ever  at 
rest?" 

**  A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver.** 

He  issued  the  usual  number  of  special  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  pur- 
poses. 

We  copy  as  follows  from  his  report  of  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment which  he  attended  and  at  which  he  tried  to  d6  his  duty  as  a  representative 
of  his  command  : 

The  appeal  taken  by  Muncie  Commandery  No.  18,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances  and  Appeals.  Said  committee  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resoh'ed,  That  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery of  Indiana  be  ordered  to  revoke  the  dispensensation,  and  the  subsequently 
granted  charter  to  the  said  Commandery,  stationed  at  Anderson,  in  the  county 
of  Madison,  and  the  Knights  Templar  created  therein  be  duly  healed  and  there- 
after be  recognized  as  Templars  in  good  standing  and  be  allowed  to  affiliate  with 
any  other  Commandery.'* 

Sir  Knight  Gobin,  of  Pennsylvania  offered  the  following  resolution  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  granting  of  charters  to  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  terri- 
tory within  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery,  is  one  of  the  powers 
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Ipecially  delegated  to  such  Grand  Bodies  by  the  Constitution,  and  their  action  in 
•xercising  this  authority  is  presumed  to  be  in  accordance  with  law.  No  Juris- 
diction exists  in  this  Grand  Encampment  to  interfere  with  a  charter  granted.  If 
violations  of  Templar  law  have  been  shown,  the  body  guilty  of  such  offense  is 
the  body  amenable  to  this  Grand  Encampment ;  therefore, 

Resokfed^  That  in  appeal  of  Muncie  Commandery  from  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery  of  Indiana,  the  action  was  taken  under  a  construction  of  law  in  which  mem- 
bers differed,  and,  therefore,  is  not  such  a  violation  as  calls  for  the  action  of  this 
Grand  Encampment. 

Resolved,  Further,  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed." 

Observe  the  stupendous  cheek  of  the  Committee  of  the  G.  £.,  as  exemplified 
in  the  above  resolution,  and  the  masterly  manner  in  which  both  the  committee 
and  its  bantling  are  set  down  on  by  the  substitute.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
there  were  enough  sensible  men  present  to  constitute  a  majority  by  which  this 
effort  to  steal  the  rights  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery  was  nipped  in  the  bud. 
However,  the  deliverance  of  the  committee  shows  the  animus  of  a  part  at  least  of 
those  composing  the  Central  Excrescence. 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  General  shows  that  the  Order  is  in  an  excellent 
condition  in  all  respects.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  N.  R.  Ruckle  is  again  the  author  of  an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence, 
covering  121  pages,  in  which  he  pays  his  respects  to  thirty- five  Templar  Grand 
Bodies.     We  c^ip  the  following  from  his  review  of  Sir  Caswell,  of  California : 

"Always  preserving  the  language  of  knightly  courtesy,  it  is  plain,  neverthe- 
less, that  the  stern  old  Templar  holds  the  entire  system  in  thorough  and  unmiti- 
gated contempt ;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  nature  and  teachings  of  the 
Order,  who  can  blam^  him  ?  Not  the  writer,  by  the  rood.  If  we  had  the  power 
to-day,  we  would  incontinently  abolish  every  vestige  of  buttons,  lace,  feathers, 
and  such  like  tomfoolery,  forbid  all  parades,  prize-drills,  etc.,  and  return  to  the 
simplicity  of  the  Ancient  Templars,  turn  out  of  our  Asylums  all  who  deny  the 
divinity  of  Christ,  infidels,  atheists,  Turks,  Jews,  and  Mohammedans,  and  make 
the  Order  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  a  Christian  Order,  whose  votaries  should 
know  what  the  Christian  religion  is,  and  practice  its  tenets." 

When  Sir  Knight  Caswell  has  returned  by  his  road  to  the  ideal  "simplicity" 
of  the  "fathers,"  what  will  he  have  left  of  modern  Templarism  that  is  worth 
keeping?  As  a  Christian  institution  it  is  not  comparable  with  the  church,  and  as 
a  Masonic  institution  it  cannot  vie  with  either  Lodge  or  Chapter.  It  is  the  mili- 
tary spirit — of  which  uniform  and  buttons  and  lace  and  "gew-gaws"  are  only  the 
conventional  symbols — that  is  the  saving  salt  of  Templarism.  And  by  this  we 
dOAOt  mean  merely  the  instinct  that  glories  in  military  exercises  an4  feats  of 
tactics,  but  the  spirit  that  with  patience  and  perseverance  learns  duty  and  dis- 
cipline, that  through  constancy  and  courage  acquires  faith  and  humility.  To 
this  spirit  the  idea  of  taking  either  Masonry  or  Christianity  out  of  the  Comman- 
dery is  equally  repugnant.  They  are  both  essentially  of  the  body  of  it.  The 
one  the  foundation  ;  the  other  the  keystone.  But  neither  the  one  or  the  other, 
or  both,  would  have  brought  Tehiplarism  to  its  present  high  estate. 

We  agree  with  Sir  Thomas,  but  are  unable  to  reconcile  his  piety  as  shadowed 
forth  in  the  above,  with  his  giving  Carson  sundry  bottles  of  liquid  damnation  to 
be  used  for  luncheon  on  his  return  from  California  some  years  ago.  Nor  is  the 
above  in  exact  consonance  with  his  prescription  of  "Old  Bourbon"  for  our  dys* 
pepsia.  It  is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  creed  that  piety  in  the 
heart  and  "Jersey  Lightning"  in  the  stomach  is  never  seen.  Divine  Grace  and 
Alcohol  don't  assimilate  to  any  appreciable  extent. 
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His  record  of  Mississippi,  lor  i8S6|  is  full,  courteous  and  kind.  He  quotes 
from  Sir  Gordon's  address,  the  minutes,  and  our  report,  but  with  very  little  com- 
ment. Sir  Nicholas  gets  up  a  first-class  report ,  and  we  would  give  you  more  of 
it  if  we  had  more  space  and  were  not  so  poor. 

Sir  Geo.  W.  F.  Kirk  is  R.  E.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondence as  before. 


IOWA— 1886. 


The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Des  Moines,  October  21st. 
R.*.  E.'.  Wm.  A.  McGrew,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  John  C.  Parrish,  Grand 
Recorder.  Representatives  of  thirty-nine  of  the  forty-eight  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  present. 

The  address  of  G.*.  C.'.  is  quite  lengthy,  containing  a  full  report  of  all  hig 
official  acts.  He  says:  "  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  our  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies,  almost  without  exception,  are  in  a  healthy  and  growing 
condition."  He  refused  several  dispensations  to  parade  on  "Decoration  Day" 
and  the  **  Glorious  Fourth,"  because  those  are  not  Templar  days.  Sensible  to 
the  last.  He  recommends  the.  writing  of  the  history  of  each  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery.  If  in  order,  we  would  suggest  the  money  that  the  printing  of  these  his- 
tories would  cost  would  bring  a  more  satisfactory  return  if  expended  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  "Templar  Park  Property  **  on  Lake  Okoboji  or  Spirit  Lake.  The 
name  is  a  jaw-breaker,  but  we  have  no  doubt  the  place  caa  be  made  a 
thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever.  His  review  of  the  transacions  of  the  last 
Triennial  is  not  peculiarly  flattering  to  the  Central  Excrescnce.  He  says:  "Out 
of  eleven  committers  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  the  Grand  Commanderies 
had  the  Chairmanships  of  but  th»-ee."  The  idea  conveyed  being  that  the  com, 
mittees  are  manipulated  in  the  interest  of  centralization  of  power  in  the  Grand 
Humbug.  This  does  not  at  all  strike  us  as  bet-ng  remarkable;  in  Tact  our  obser' 
vation  of  the  tendencies  of  this  beast  with  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  makes  it 
impossible  for  any  act  of  devilment  by  it  to  astonish  us  in  the  least.  If  i^ 
should  happen  to  do  anything  in  the  direction  of  good  to  the  Order^  then  we 
certainly  would  be  surprised.  The  address  is  an  admirable  one,  and  we  should 
be  glad  to  give  you  more  of  it,  particularly  his  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Grand 
Encampment  in  full,  but  space  and  poverty  forbid.  The  following  was  adopted 
by  Grand  Commandery  on  this  subject : 

Your  committee  also  wish  to  express  their  unqualified  approval  of  the  just 
and  well-merited  criticisms  upon  the  course  being  pursued  bv  the  Grand  En- 
campment, or  rather  by  its  officers.  That  the  abuses  mentioned  by  your  Grand 
Commander  in  that  body  do  actually  exist  admits  of  no  doubt.  That  such 
abuses  need  correction  is  self-evident.  That  the  proper  and  best  course  to  be 
pursued  to  effect  such  correction  is  by  united  action  of  the  several  Grand  Com- 
manderies* must  be  apparent. 

Proceedings  local.     The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  that  ready  writer 

and  courteous  frater,   Sir   T.    R.    Ercembrack,    and   is  a   credit   to   its  author. 

In  proof  of  the  foregoing  we  quote  <his  opening  speech  entire : 

To  the  Rr,  E,\  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Iowa  : 
A  year  has  passed  since  the  reading  of  Dr.   Guilbert's  last  brilliant  report* 
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The  Doctor  defies  competition.  Comparison  with  him  is  necessarily  odious  to 
the  other  fellow;  therefore,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  instituting  any  compar- 
ison, this  report  is  made  as  un-Guilbert  as  it  can  be. 

All  books  of  poetry,  and  those  containing  apt  quotations  have  been  locked  up 
and  **the  key  throwed  in  de  well.'*  The  finder  of  any  attempt  at  wit  or  face- 
tiousness  in  this  report  is  at  liberty  to  shoot  the  writer  on  the  spot. 

As  a  guide  to  the  matter  and  style,  the  suggestions  of  Gumey,  of  Illinois,  and 
Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  h&ve  been  heeded.  Their  remarks  may  be  found  in 
their  proper  place. 

This  report  is  written  just  before  a  Triennial  Conclave.  During  the  past  three 
years  strong  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  have  been  uttered  by  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  Iowa,  Maryland  and  Michi- 
gan. On  the  other  hand,  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Indiana,  Minnesota,  and  Vermont  have  declared  the  firmest  loyalty  to  the  Grand 
Encampment  with  all  its  present  powers.  The  other  Grand  Commanderies  do 
not  seem  to  be  much  exercised  over  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Encampment,  at  St.  Louis  cannot  avoid  taking  action  upon  the 
grievances  as  presented  by  the  six  Grand  Commanderies  above  named,  and  it  will 
devolve  upon  the  writer  of  the  next  report  to  commend  or  disapprove  the  action 
of  our  national  body. 

We  confess  a  fondness  iox  facts.  Therefore,  when  we  come  across  such  valu- 
able narrations  of  facts  as  the  allocution  of  McLeod  Moore,  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Canada,  the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  on 
the  Grand  Encampment,  or  the  statistical  tables  prepared  by  Berry,  of  Maine, 
we  think  we  do  well  to  cause  a  re-print  of  them  even  to  the  extent  of  several 
pages.  The  few  who  peruse  the  reports  on  correspondence  will  find  more  profit 
in  these  historical  sketches  than  in  the  formal  transactions  of  Grand  Commanderies 
and  funny  comments  thereon. 

His  review  of  Mississippi  is  courteous,  and  full  two  pages  being  devoted  to  us, 
made  up  mostly  of  clippings  from  Sir  Gordon's  address  and  Law  Commit- 
tee's report.  He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  us  for  which  we  are  grateful.  Hear 
his  remarks  winding  up  a  most  excellent  report : 

Our  unvarnished  tale  is  completed.  We  claim  the  credit  of  modesty.  We 
have  adopted  the  statesman's  motto — **  tell  the  truth."  Malice  is  a  stranger  to 
us,  and  the  quality  of  our  mercy  is  not  strained.  Iowa  is  on  terms  of  kindly 
intercourse  with  all  the  world.  In  some  things  we  excel,  but' feel  no  pangs  of 
jealousy  because  we  are  outstripped  in  others. 

Brother  reviewers,  we  ask  not  to  be  treated  tenderly  nor  handled  with  care. 
Pitch  into  us  if  you  like.  We  have  latent  talent  in  Iowa  spoiling  for  a  scribbler's 
fight. 

We  have  found  nothing  in  the  report  to  which  we  object  or  we  would  have 
waded  in. 

We  regret  to  note  the  absence  from  the  Conclave  of  our  old  friend  and  frater, 
Sir  Guilbert,  and  would  be  distressed  if  a  recent  letter  from  him  did  not  assure 
us  that  he  is  well.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  has  just  cause  to  be  proud 
of  the  literary  ability  of  divers  and  sundry  of  its  members. 

Sir  Almon  R.  Dewey  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  correspon- 
dence as  before. 


K  A  N  S  A  S— .1  887. 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Salina,  May  lOth. 
R.\  E.'.  Sir  Henry  C.  Cook,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Jno,  H.  Brown,  Grand 
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Recorder.     Representatives  from  twenty-one  out  of  the  twenty-six  Commanderies 
were  present. 

The  address  is  rather  short  but  contains  a  resume  of  all  the  official  acts  of  the 
R.*.  E.\  He  reports  that  "the  growth  of  the  Order  for  the  past  year  has  been 
steady,  and  has  kept  pace  with  the  constant  increase  in  population  in  our  young 
and  growing  State."  He  pays  due  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the 
magnanimous  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions.  No  decisions  asked  for, 
which  leads  us  co  concur  in  his  opinion  of  the  ability  and  efficiency  of  the  offi- 
cers of  his  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  R.".  E.'.  granted  a  host  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes,  from 
his  standpoint.  We  note  that  one  authorized  a  Commandery  to  appear  in  public 
in  uniform  and  attend  a  ball  and  banquet.  Quite  a  number  were  for  attending 
Divine  service  on  Easter  Sunday,  Ascension  Day,  etc.,  and  one  brother  remarked 
incidentally :  "It  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  issued  a  dis- 
pensation to  every  Commandery  in  the  State  for  the  same  purpose."  It  may 
strike  our  brother  as  a  little  heterodox,  but  it  is  our  candid  opinion  that  the  dis- 
pensation to  the  Commandery  to  attend  a  ball  and  banquet  was  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  gospel  and  teachings  of  the  Divine  Master  than  those  to  attend 
church.  It  is  written  that  God's  house  is  a  house  of  prayer,  and  making  it  a  den 
of  thieves  is  scarcely  more  culpable  than  to  make  it  a  place  for  the  display  of  the 
showy  uniform  of  the  Templars,  and  the  silks,  satins  and  broadcloths  of  other 
alleged  worshipers.  It  occurs  to  us  that  He  who  requires  us  to  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  will  not  and  cannot  look  upon  such  ostentatious  waiting  upon 
Him  with  any  degree  of  allowance.  No  sane  man  will  deny  the  proposition  that  " 
where  the  heart  of  one  Sir  Knight  is  attuned  to  the  worship  of  God,  there  are 
ten  who  are  more  solicitous  for  the  admiration  of  the  gaping  multitude  than  they 
are  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  We  are  not  unchari- 
table, but  we  dislike,  extremely  to  have  this  sort  of  godliness  made  much  of  by 
those  who,  if  they  would  think  a  moment,  would  be  as  deeply  disgusted  with  it 
as  we  are.  The  R.*.  E.*.  claims  to  be  as  truly  loyal  as  anybody  and  to  have  as- 
high  a  regard  for  the  nation's  dead,  but  he  does  not  think  Decoration  Day  or  the 
4th  of  July  proper  occasions  for  Templar  parades,  hence  refused  several  applica- 
tions for  dispensations  for  those  purposes.  While'  our  good  brother  Stephen,  of 
Maine,  don't  believe  this  doctrine,  we  know  it  to  be  sound  to  the  core. 

The  address  is  a  good  one,  and  its  author  a  man  of  sense. 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  of  $2,157.64.  '  Brother  Brown's  sta- 
tistics show  a  net  gain  of  133,  and  a  total  membership  of  1720 ;  annual  dues  to 
-Gran^  Commandery,  50  cents  per  head. 

Our  valued  friend.  Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown,  is  again  at  the  front  with  a  first-class  re- 
port on  correspondence,  in  which  he  digests  the  transactions  of  most  of  the 
Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1886,  receiving  due  attention.  He  quotes 
fully  from  Sir  Gordon's  address,  and  comments  as  follows  : 

"  Slighted  ceremonies  soon  lead  to  neglect  of  more  important  work,  and  when 
such  becomes  the  rule,  no  wonder  if  decay  and  retrogression  follow  apace.  We 
have  observed  that  where  the  full  ceremonies  are  performed  at  each  conclave, 
there  is  no  want  of  interest  and  rare  failure  of  attendance.  " 

This  is  not  always  true,  Br*.  Brown. 
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Commenting  on  our  remarks  in  relation  to  Templars  attending  church  in  uni 
form,  he  says : 

**  Our  personal  views  have  been  often  enough  presented,  and  we  merely  ob* 
serve,  that  Templars  should  never  appear  in  the  clothing  peculiar  to  the  Order, 
except  on  purely  masonic  occasions,  or  when  attending  divine  service  in  their 
asylums.  Such  has  usually  been  the  rule  in  Kansas,  and  we  hope  in  the  future- 
it  will  be  maintained.  " 

And  this  in  reference  to  our  protest  against  the  habit  of  making  temperance 
speeches  and  then  sitting  down  to  a  banquet  where  one  of  the  principal  ingredi- 
ents was,  Mumm's  Extra  Dry,  etc. 

Banquets,  such  as  we  see  often  reported,  are  unknown  to  the  members  of 
every  Order  of  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction.  And,  we  may  add,  until  public 
sentiment  is  thoroughly  reversed  and  public  law  radically  changed,  banquets  in-- 
eluding  intoxicants  wiU,  as  now,  remain  unknown  to  the  fraternity. 

As  we  have  already  given  Kansas  considerable  space,  we  will  say  good-bye- 
and  God  bless  you. 

Sir  J.  Jay  Buck  is  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.^ 
continued. 


KENTUCKY— 1887. 

Fortieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Danville,  May  i8th.  The  perform- 
ance opened  with  dress  parade,  welcoming  speeches  and  replies  thereto,  in  all 
of  which  we  presume  our  fraters  found  a  measure  of  enjoyment.  Sir  John  S. 
Lyle,  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander,  presided,  aided  by  the  presence  of  his  entire 
staff.  Our  old  and  valued  friend,  Guilbert,  of  Iowa,  was  on  deck  ;  made  one  of 
his  prettiest  speeches  and  was  treated  like  a  lord.  We  would  be  glad  to  copy 
said  speech,  but  it  is  too  long,  and  to  cut  it  up  would  spoil  it. 

The  address  of  G.  C.  is  a  short  but  well  written  resume  of  his  official  acts.  He- 
reports  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  21,  which  is  fairly  good.  Quite  a  number 
of  dispensations  were  issued,  and  all  for  proper  purposes,  save  the  last,  which 
was  to  Frankfort  Commandery,  to  participate  in  the  centennial  celebration  at 
that  place. '  The  occasion  not  l^eing  Masonic  or  Templar  in  any  sense,  we  think 
the  dispensation  should  have  been  refused. 

He  reported  the  resignation  of  Grand  Generalissimo  January,  which  was  ten- 
dered on  account  of  affliction  in  the  shape  of  blindness,  and  consequent  inability 
to  perform  any  duty.  While  accepting  the  resignation,  the  R.  £.  expressed  hi& 
profound  regret  and  sympathy  with  Sir  Jannary,  in  which  Kentucky  and  all  the 
world  of  Templary  sincerely  joined.  In  this  connection  we  note  that  Sir  Jan-- 
nary  was  present,  and  acting  as  Grand  Generalissimo,  and  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery honored  itself  and  shed  a  lustre  of  glory  upon  Templary  by  advancing 
him  to  the  position  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander.  At  this  particular  period  in 
the  world's  history,  Sir  Guilbert  again  came  to  the  front  and  delighted  our  Ken- 
tucky brethren  with  the  following  speech : 

Temp&irs  of  KeniucJey : 

Successors  of  those  historic  pioneers  who  plucked  the  **  Dark  and  Bloody 
Ground ''  from  a  very  hell  of  *'  Battle,  Murder  and  sudden  death,"  and  be- 
queathed it  to  civilization  and  to  you,   I  honor  you  as  meat  in  that  you  have  to- 
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-day  been  loyal  to  the  traditions  which  have  come  down  to  you  from  true  and 
trusty  forefathers,  and  which  inculcate  chivalrous  and  unselfish  devotion  to 
iiiends.  I  salute  you  as  **  first  among  your  equals"  in  Templary,  forasmuch  as 
^th  graceful  unanimity  you  have  obeyed  that  injunction  in  our  ritual  which 
teaches  us  whenever  we  see  a  Frater  **  bending  under  the  Cross  of  adversity."  to 
remember  the  self-abnegation  of  SiMON-of-Cyrene,  and  then  promptly  to  emulate 
that  act  of  his  which  has  made  his  name  perennial  in  our  Asylums. 

In  all  my  varied  Masonic  experience,  I  have  never  witnessed  a  more  pathetic 
.scene  than  this ;  nor  have  I  ever  been  cognizant  of  a  Grand  Body  episode  which 
-50  fully  exemplifies  what  is  taught  us  at  the  Triangle. 

The  audible  sobs  of  the  dear  Frater  whom  you  have  just  shown  that  in  the 
<7rand  Commandery  of  Kentucky  blindness  in  itself  is  no  bar  to  deserved  promo- 
tion ;  the  tear-bedimmed  faces  which  I  see  around  me— my  own  emotion — all 
combine  to  make  me  say  to  you,  that  nobler  act  than  this  never  was  done  by  a 
Orand  Masonic  Body.    ^ 

May  the  adorable  Master,  whose  creed  you  have  this  day  put  into  your  deed, 
Abundantly  bless  you  for  your  unparalleled  magnanimity. 

Perhaps,  a  year  hence,  it  will  be  found  that  this  act  of  yours  has  so  infused  our 
iifflicted  Frater  with  hope  ;  so  renewed  the  failing  springs  of  action  in  his  nervous 
-organism,  as  that  the  scales  may  have  dropped  from  his  eyes,  and  he  be  permitted 
joyfully  to  say — 

"Whereas  I  was  blind  now  I  see." 

May  He  "whose  eyes  behold  and  whose  eye-lids  try  the  children  of  men"  so 
«rder  it  in  His  infinite  compassion. 

In  all  of  which  we  fully  concur. 

The  R.*.  E.\  also  has  a  kindly  word  of  commendation  for  our  good  Bro.  Wood- 

jiiff,  which  is  so  true  and  so  well  deserved  that  we  copy  it  here : 

I  should  neglect  a  proper  courtesy  did  I  fail  to  mention  in  terms  of  commen- 
dation the  valuable  services  of  the  Chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence,  Sir  Knight  Charles  R.  Woodruff,  P.*.  G.*.  C.*.,  the  advanced 
sheets  of  whose  report  for  the  last  year  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  perusing ;  and 
'tis  clear  to  be  seen  that  there  is  no  diminution  of  his  scholarly  ability  as  a 
reviewer,  or  wise  conservatism  as  a  critic ;  and  we  have  reason  f o  be  proud  of 
liim  as  one  of  the  foremost  among  the  many  able  reviewers  whose  literary  labors 
iidd  so  materially  to  the  interest  and  mental  refreshment  to  be  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  various  Grand  Commanderies. 

This  world  is  full  of  injustice,  as  the  above  will  show.  Here  we  have  been 
producing  the  most  remarkable  and  interesting  reports  for  years,  much  better 
than  §ir  Charles'  (in  a  horn),  and  at  the  low  price  of  $25  a  report,  but  up  to  this 
Jiour,  not  one  of  our  Grand  Commanders  has  patted  us  on  the  back  in  the  style 
Above  quoted.  This  does  not,  however,  prevent  us  from  heartily  congratulating 
Sir  Charles  on  the  fact  that  he  is  appreciated  if  we  are  not. 

Finances  healthy. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  once  more  the  handiwork  of  our  good  friend 
And  brother,  Chas.  R.  Woodruff,  and  like  his  former  efforts,  in  this  line,  is  A  i. 
He  reviews  Mississippi  for  1886  in  his  customary  pleasant  style  ;  quotes  from  Sir 
Gordon's  address,  and  has  a  word  of  sympathy  for  us  in  our  affliction,  ior  all  of 
irhich  we  are  deeply  grateful.  We  find  from  his  conclusion,  that  he  also  thinks 
the  G.*.  E.*.  did  something  good  at  last  session. 

Sir  Henry  G.  Sandifer  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
F.  C.  both  continued. 
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LOUISIANA— 1887. 

The  24tli  Annual  was  held  in  New  Orleans  February  i8th,  Sir  A.  H.  DePass, 
R.*.  E.*,  Grand  Commander ;  P.  G.  Commander  Richard  Lambuth,  Grand  Re- 
corder.  We  note  in  the  minutes  that  P.  G.  Commander  Fellows  was  present 
both  in  person  and  by  proxy.  Quite  a  crowd  of  Grand  Representatives  were^ 
also  on  hand,  together  with  the  representatives  of  four  subordinates. 

The  address  is  very  short.  Death  has  been  busy  in  the  ranks  of  the  Grand 
Commandery — three  Past  Grand  Officers  and  the  sitting  Deputy  G.  C.  having 
passed  away.  Both  the  Grand  Commandery  and  the  families  of  our  departed 
brethren  have  our  profound  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

We  copy  as  follows  touching  the  late  embroglio  with  Maryland  : 

March  i8th,  1886,  mailed  engrossed  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  to  Sir  £.  Isaacs,  R.  £.  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery of  the  State  of  Maryland,  together  with  a  personal  letter  conveying  assur- 
ances of  esteem,  and  of  the  pleasure  felt  by  Louisiana  Templars,  on  the  renewal 
of  good  feeling  and  knightly  interc6urse,  and  appointing  Sir  E.  F.  Schulze  our 
Representative  near  their  Grand  Body.  To  this  I  received  a  very  courteous 
reply,  and  also  a  very  pleasant  letter  from  Sir  Knight  Schulze,  accepting  the 
commission,  and  tendering  knightly  greeting.  Both  of  these  letters  are  in  the 
hands  of  your  Grand  Recorder. 

We  rejoice  that  this  episode  is  ended.     It  ought  never  to  have  occurred. 
The  R.'.  E.\  suggests  the  abolition  of  the  Rule  requiring  candidates  to  have 
been  R.  A.  Masons  for  six  months  before  becoming  eligible  to  the  Order.     A 
very  sensible  suggestion,  but  which  the  Grand  Commandery  sat  down  on.  There 
may  be  a  world  of  sense  in  the  Rule,  but  we  confess  our  utter  inability  to  see  it- 
Proceedings  of  no  general.interest.     We  find  no  report  on  Correspondence. 
J.  G.  Mc Williams  is  R.  E.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 
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The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Portland,  May  4th.  R.*.  E,*, 
Sir  John  O.  Shaw,  Grand  Commander  ;  Ira  Berry',  Grand  Recorder.  The  rep- 
resentatives at  fifteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance.  The  ad- 
dress is  a  pleasantly  written  resume  of  his  official  acts  for  the  year.  He  says  :  *'  I 
am  extremely  pleased  Wo  report  that  during  my  two  years  of  office,  I  have  con- 
stituted two  Commanderies,  and  note  an  increase  of  mem  bership  of  sixty  Sir 
Knights.  Harmony  and  fraternal  good  will  prevail  among  the  Sir  Knights  of 
the  Dingo  State."  He  evidently  believes  in  the  **  invasion,"  and  **  permission 
to  cross  Jurisdiction,"  etc.,  humbug,  which  we  regret.  His  decisions  are  sound. 
Finances  healthy.     Proceedings  local. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  is  again  the  author  of  the  re- 
port on  correspondence,  which,  like  its  predecessors,  from  same  source,  is  full, 
interesting  and  complete.  Thirty-three  pamphlets  are  examined,  among  them 
ours  for  1886. 

Here  is  the  way  he  opens  : 

'*No  sooner  has  your  committee  seen  its  report  through  the  press  than  it  finds  a 
new  set  of  proceedings  claiming  its  attention.     New  Jersey  was  the  first  of  this 
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spring  flight,  and  Kentucky,  Arkansas  and  Michigan  followed,  close  after.  We 
enjoy  reviewing  these  journals  in  the  pleasant  summer  days  by  the  seashore, 
where  we  can  occasionally  turn  from  the  printed  page  to  watch  the  children  on 
the  beach  sailing  their  mimic  navy,  or  see,  beyond,  Uncle  Sam's  little  navy,  the 
North  Atlantic  squadron,  at  anchor  between  u& and  the  sunny  town,  with  its  busy 
steam  launches  flitting  back  and  forth.  Before  we  close  our  report,  our  yearly 
glacial  period  will  be  upon  the  lovely  bay,  the  fleet  will  have  folded  its  wings  in 
some  southern  harbor,  and  the  busy  launches  will  be  taking  the  oflicers  to  call 
upon  some  of  our  Southern  fraters  as  they  now  do  call  upon  us.  " 

Commenting  on  some  of  our  remarks,  he  thus  delivers  himself: 

"We  looked  back  to  see  if  our  '*  crankiness"  consisted  in  opposing  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  And,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  censures  us  for  leaning  too 
favorably  towards  it.  As  we  have  never  commended  it  except  for  lack  of  harm- 
ful legislation,  we  can  stand  his  criticism. 

As  lor  the  proposition  that  ''men  of  fame  and  distinction  bring  honor  and 
reputation  to  the  Fraternity,"  your  chairman  flrst  got  the  idea  in  1855  when  the 
venerable  Grand  Master,  John  Miller,  recited  to  him,  as  he  stood  in  the  north- 
east corner,  that  '*  the  greatest  and  best  of  men  in  all  ages  have  been  encouragers 
and  promoters  of  the  art,  and  have  never  deemed  it  derogatory  from  their  dig- 
nity to  level  themselves  with  the  fraternity,  extend  their  privileges,  and  patron- 
ize their  assemblies. " 

All  this  we  steadfastly  believe,  but  it  don't  alter  the  case  any. 

Sir  Stephen  devotes  an  extra  quantity  of  space  to  our  transactions  for  1887  I 
quotes  largely  from  Sir  Vaughan's  address  and  our  report.  Touching  our  remarks 
on  permitting  parade  at  funefal  of  General  Grant,  he  says  :  "We  hold  that  a 
proper  respect  for  the  government  under  which  we  live  is  a  sufiicient  reason  for 
joining  in  any  general  public  demonstration."  Now,  we  take  a  back  seat,  for  no 
man  has  more  respect  for  and  devotion  to  the  government  under  which  we  live, 
and  yet  we  can't  reconcile  our  ideas  of  propriety  or  consistency  with  Sir  Stephen's 
proposition.  The  Order  never  gained  any  respect  or  consideration  for  parading 
at  the  funeral  of  a  profane,  no  matter  who  or  what  he  was,  and  it  never  will. 
The  only  result  is  that  it  stultifies  itself. 

He  responds  as  follows  to  our  criticisms  of  decisions  and  other  matters  : 

The  first  case  alludes  to  assessments  for  expensive  excursions.  It  is  not  consid- 
ered fair  to  turn  a  man  out  because  he  refrains  from  joining  a  fifty  dollar 
excursion  for  lack  of  money. 

As  to  the  second  decision,  we  think  there  is  an  an  error  in  expression. 

By  our  regulation,  suspension  from  membership  is  not  suspension  from  the  order^ 
but  the  victim  is  not  in  good  standing  because  he  cannot  obtain  a  dimit,  for  lack 
of  which  he  cannot  easily  obtain  membership  elsewhere.  From  this  condition 
he  can  reinstate  himself  by  simply  paying  his  dues.  But  we  have  another  pen- 
alty :  deprivation  (or  expulsion)  from  membership.  In  this  latter  case,  the  victim 
must  first  restore  himself  to  good  standing  by  paying  his  dues,  and  then  apply 
for  membership.  If  he  does  not  wish  to  apply  to  the  same  commandery  for 
renewed  membership,  he  may  demand  and  receive  a  certificate  of  good  standing, 
to- wit:  that  he  is  not  indebted  to  the  commandery  and  that  no  charges  exist 
against  him.  Or  he  may  apply  and  be  reinstated,  and  then  obtain  a  dimit  with 
a  recommendation. 

Suspension  from  membership  is  the  usual  penaltv  for  neglect  of  dues ;  but 
when  a  wealthy  member  gets  tired  of  the  order  he  refuses  squarely  to  pay  any 
more,  it  is  thought  best  to  give  the  commandery  an  option  in  restoring  him,  as, 
otherwise,  he  may  stay  out  ten  years,  save  fifty  dollars  in  dues  and  then  reinstate 
himseU  in  full  membership  by  paying  the  ten  dollars  due  when  suspended.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  severer  penalty  is  sufliciently  light,  when  the  man  is  left  in 
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the  templar  ranks,  with  a  right  to  visit  whenever  invited ;  while  the  lighter 
penalty  seems  almost  a  premium  for  delinquency  in  hard  times,  but  practically  it 
works  well,  as  few  take  advantage  of  the  indulgence  unfairly,  and  in  1886  Maine 
lost  only  twelve  by  suspension  from  membership,  or  %  of  one  per  cent.;  and 
only  nine  by  deprivation  of  membership,  or  less  than  ^  of  one  per  cent.;  while 
Mississippi  lost  over  eleven  per  cent,  in  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

He  goes  on  to  say : 

**  Sir  Stephen  is  in  er-or  in  supposing  that  this  writer  is  restored  to  health,  as 
we  have  not  seen  a  well  day  in  five  years.  However,  we  have  been  greater 
blessed  than  we  .deserved  to  be,  and  are  thankful  for  as  much  of  health  and 
strength  of  body  and  mind  as  we  have  and  do  n«w  enjoy.  Sir  S.  is  getting  con- 
servative in  the  matter  of  comments,  it  seems  to  us,  which  we  do  not  approve. 
Blow  your  trumpet  if  you  don't  sell  a  clam,  is  our  motto,  and  w^e  think  it  a  good 
one.  We  leave  Maine  with  regret — in  the  summer ;  but  as  the  mercury  is  frozen 
up  there  now,  we  will  say  good-bye  with  more  satisfaction." 

What  Sir  Knight  DeLap  needs  is  a  little  of  our  bracing  air  when  the  mercury 
is  frozen,  or  even  now  when  the  westling  winds  are  blowing  and  the  cherry 
blossoms  are  shinning  among  the  young  leaves. 

As  for  comments,  he  should  realize  that  when  a  correspondent  gets  along  to 
his  twelfth  year  of  work,  he  gets  tired  of  repeating  the  same  old  comments  and 
reserves  his  remarks  for  new  questions. 

We  would  think  it  very  unjust  to  turn  him  out  for  not  joining  a  $25,  $15,  $10, 
or  even  a  $5  excursion.  These  things  are  very  pleasant  in  their  place,  but  par- 
ticipation in  or  paying  the  expense  of  them  should  not  be  made  a  prerequisite 
or  a  condition  of  membership  in  a  Commandery. 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  compare  Maine  with  Mississippi  either  in  reference  to  Tem- 
plary  or  any  other  subject.  The  former  has  not  suffered  the  destroying  influence 
of  civil  war  as  the  latter  has,  and,  although  near  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
passed  since  the  close  of  the  struggle,  its  poverty-producing  effects  are  still 
apparent  in  a  thousand  directions,  and  none  more  so  than  in  that  of  Masonry. 
We  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  our  brethren  of  Maine,  while  we  regret  the 
apathy  and  poverty  that  rests  so  heavily  upon  the  Order  in  our  own  State.  We 
also  clip  Bro.  Stephens'  tables  of  statistics  which  will  be  of  interest  to  many  of 
you: 
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Alabama,  May  19. . .  1886 
Arkansas,  April  19.. 1886 
California,  April  29. 1886 

Colorado,  Oct.  8 1886 

Connecticut,Mar.i5  1887 

Dakota,  June  7 1887 

Georgia,  May  19. . .  1886 
Illinois^  Oct.  26  . . .  1886 
Indiana,  April  26..  1887 

Iowa,  Oct.  21 1886 

Kansas,  May  10. . . .  1887 
Kentucky,  May  1S.1887 
Louisiana,  Feb.  18.1887 
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STATISTICS— Continued. 
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Maine,  May  4 1887 

Maryland,  Nov.  26.1886 
Mass.  &  R.I.  Oct.29,1886 
Michigan,  May  10. .  1887 
Minnesota,  June  24,  1886 
Mississippi,  Feb.  8. .  1887 
Missouri,  May  1 1 . . .  1886 
Nebraska,  May  4. . .  1886 
N.  Hamp.,  Sep.  28..  1886 
New  Jerscy,May  10,1887 
New  York,  Oct.  1 2..  1886 
N.  Carolina,  Oct.  13, 1886 

Ohio,  Oct.  14 1886 

Penn.,  May  24 i887 

Tenn.,  May  17 1887 

Texas,  May  12 1886 

Vermont,  June  i4. .  1887 
Virginia,  Nov.  16.  ..1886 
W.  Virginia,  May  12,1886 
Wisconsin,  Oct.  12. .  1886 
G.  En.  Subordinates,  1 886 

Total  in  U.S 

Canada,  July  13 . . .  .1886 
England  and  Wales,  1887 
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The  total  membership  in  the  United  States,  has  increased  3,095,  almost  4)^ 
per  cent,  against  a  gain  of  1,928  last  year.  Canada  has  gained  25,  or  about  3 
per  cent.,  and  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  none. 

The  comparison  of  North  American  statistics  shows  a  continued  gain  in  the 
percentage  of  Templars  to  Master  Masons*,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  table. 


Templars, 

Royal  Arch. 

U.  Masons. 

Percentage  of 
Templars  to  M.  M *8' 

1879 

49»924 

128,196 
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8.50 

1880 
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8.84 
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10.32 

1884 
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587.321 
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1885 

140,900 

593,164 

1 1.50 

1886 

70,154 

142,194 

596,464 

ii.76>^ 

1887 

73.274 

605,408 

12.00 

England  and  Wales  have  137  preceptories,  numbered  as  high  as  157,  and  of 
these  97  have  priories  of  Malta  attached.  Thirty-two  preceptories  are  dormant 
and  stand  suspended,  leaving  105  active,  or  one  less  than  last  year.  We  there- 
fore  leave  our  estimate  of  2,900  unchanged,  as  that  is  a  very  liberal  allowance* 
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For  statistics  in  advance  of  publication,  we  are  indebted  to  Grand  Recorders 
Croninger  of  Kentucky,  Innes  ol  Michigan,  Brown  of  Kansas,  Meyer  of  Penn« 
sylvania,  Rowley  of  Dakota,  Reynolds  of  Vermont,  and  Connor  of  Tennessee. 
Sayre  of  Alabama,  and  Hamilton  of  Georgia,  kindly  sent  their  aggregate  mem- 
bership, to-wit :  Alabama,  20i;  against  195  last  year  (a  gain  which  we  are 
pleased  to  see,  because  Alabama  has  been  losing);  Georgia,  387,  against  403  last 
year,  a  loss.  These  we  are  unable  to  include  in  our  table  for  lack  of  the  other 
footings. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  general  table  that  Illinois  has  got  ahead  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode*  Island  in  numbers,  and  Pennsylvania  has  got  ahead  of  New 
York,  although  Pennsylvania  returns  are  seven  months  later,  but  evidently  Penn- 
sylvania will  lead  next  year. 

On  the  whole,  it  has  been  a  prosperous  year  for  the  order.  There  is  a  gain  in 
every  state  except  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  all 
southern  states,  and  we  are  very  hopeful  for  them  in  the  near  future. 

Although  Grand  Commanders  are  generally  ready  to  congratulate  their  frateis 
upon  the  prosperity  of  the  order  in  years  of  large  accessions,  they  are  also  apt  to 
congratulate  them  upon  the  care  with  which  the  outer  door  has  been  guarded  in 
dull  years.  It  is  true  that  a  large  amount  of  work  in  a  particular  commandery 
may  be  the  result  of  carelessness,  but  even  then  it  cannot  result  in  the  admis- 
sion of  much  bad  material  because  the  candidates  are  all  Royal  Arch  Masons 
and  havcf  been  twice  sifted.  The  fact  is  that  full  as  much  care  is  exercised  when 
there  is  a  rush  as  in  dull  times,  and  our  best  templars  have  as  many  joined  the 
order  in  fruitful  years  as  in  years  of  famine  :  and  the  prosperity  of  the  order  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  piosperity  of  the  community. 

Wm.  J.  Burnham  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand 
Reporter  same  as  before. 
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The  Eighty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Boston,  October  29th,  Sir  Geo. 
H.  Bamham  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Re- 
corder; all  the  Grand  Officers,  sundry  Past  Grand  Officers,  a  multitude  of  Past 
Eminent  Commanders  and  a  large  delegation  from  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  as  being  heal- 
thily but  moderately  growing,  sound  financially  and  at  peace  among  the  mem- 
bership. 

He  granted  quite  a  number  of  dispensations  to  parade,  but  all  of  them  on 
proper  occasions.  We  do  not  object  to  Templars  parading  on  any  occasion  pure- 
ly Masonic  or  purely  Templar,  and  in  this  latter  we  class  any  occasion  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Order,  such  as  Templar  excursions,  balls  and  reunions  of  such 
kind. 

His  decisions  are  sound.     Proceedings  local,  except  the  following  : 

REPORT   ON   CORRESPONDENCE. 

« 

This  report  being  called  for,  the  committee  called  attention  to  the  general 
characterof  such  reports,  and  to  their  desire  to  be  relieved  from  the  duty.  Some 
discussion  was  had  concerning  the  subject  and  what  it  involved,  after  which  it  was 

Voted,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Moved  by  E.*.  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall,  and  voted  to  instruct  the  committee  to 
report  in  print  at  the  Semi-Annual  Conclave  in  May  next. 
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How  sad  it  is  that  the  unseemly  conduct  of  Berry*  Innes,  Guilbert,  Woodruff, 
Caswell,  Brown,  et  al.,  in  the  character  of  their  reports,  should  have  wounded 
the  aesthetic  sensibilities  of  the  committee  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  make  them 
decline  to  perform  their  duty.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  committee  may 
produce  something  that  will  do  for  a  copy  and  thus  act  as  a  corrector  of  this 
branch  of  the  literature  of  the  Order. 

Sir  Edward  P.  Chapin  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as 
before. 

Foreign  Correspondence  is  made  up  of  the  following  distinguished  fraters, 
from  whom  it  is  but  reasonable  to  expect  something  away  above  the  average  : 
E.'.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  R.\  E.-.  Sir  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  E.-.  Sir  Rev, 
Jno.  W.  Dadmun«  The  Gospel  is  well  represented  on  the  committee,  and  we 
presume  Sir  Chapman  will  look  after  the  Law,  which  will  make  everything  serene. 


MINNESOTA— 1887. 

The  22d  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Lake  City,  June  24th.  Sir  Henry  Bir- 
kitt,  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder.  Rep- 
resentatives of  17  out  of  19  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  a  goodly  array  of  Past 
Girand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives  were  present. 

The  address  is  quite  short  and  devoted  almost  entirely  to  matters  purely  local. 
He  granted  no  buncomb  dispensations  except  one  to  attend  church  in  uniform. 
Order  in  a  healthy  state.  The  Grand  Commandery  sound  financially.  Proceed- 
ings local. 

Sir  Pierson  again  presents  the  Correspondence  report,  in  which  the  doings  of 
thirty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous  notice,  Mississippi  for  1886 
and  1887  among  the  number.  Sir  Pierson  regrets  to  see  the  terms  we  apply  to 
the  Grand  Encampment,  and  thinks  they  are  not  exactly  borne  out  by  the  facts ; 
says  an  experience  of  thirty  years  ha«  failed  to  show  him  a  single  instance  where 
a  member  of  the  Body  disgraced  himself  or  it  by  over-indulgence.  Will  Bro.  P. 
please  indicate  just  how  far  over-indulgence  must  be  carried  in  order  to  disgrace 
a  member  of  the  G.  E.  or  that  Body  ?  If  they  must  get  drunk  enough  to  be 
taken  to  the  guard-house  and  locked  up  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  then 
I  do  not  suppose  Bro.  P.  is  in  error  as  to  his  estimate  of  the  character  of  members 
of  that  Body,  but  when  over-indulgence  results  in  making  the  Templar  maudlin, 
a  bore  and  a  fool,  while  it  may  not  disgrace  him  or  the  Body  he  belongs  to,  yet 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  conduct  is  not  at  all  creditable.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Encampment  present  at  each  Triennial, 
sober  and  temperate  as  Sir  P.  claims  they  are, -actually  drink  enough  wine  and 
mean  whisky  to  float  a  big  steamboat.  However,  Sir  P.  means  to  do  right  as 
much  as  we  do,  perhaps  more. 

Sir  Thos.  Montgomery  is  R.*.  E. *.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondence  same  as  last  year. 


MICHIGAN--1887. 
The  Thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  May  loth.     Sir 
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Wm.  S.  Lawrence,  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes, Grand  Re- 
corder. Most  of  the  Grand  Officers,  many  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  thirty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance.  The 
address  covers  ten  pages,  and  is  a  resume  of  his  official  acts.  We  regret  to  see 
that  he  allowed  a  number  of  his  subordinates  to  parade  on  "  Memorial  Day." 
Three  were  also  allowed  to  make  asses  of  themselves  by  parading  on  the 
4th  of  July.  In  this  connection  he  makes  the  following  touching  remark  in 
parenthesis:  («« Believing,  as  I  do,  that  this  is  a  military  Order,  and  one  that 
should  be  encouraged  in  participating  in  the  exercises  on  all  reasonable  occa- 
^ons.")  Believing,  as  we  most  religiously  do,  that  this  is  the  quintessence  of 
stupidity  and  a  reproach  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order,  which  arc 
the  reverse  of  "military,  "  we  respectfully  dissent  from  the  R.  Eminent's  posi- 
tion. We  have  no  doubt  the  twenty-eight  Commanderies  which  had  sense  enough 
to  celebrate  the  nation's  birth-day  in  a  reasonable  manner,  are  just  as  loyal  to 
the  traditions  and  principles  of  our  government  as  were  the  three  who  sought  to 
make  a  show  of  their  good  clothes  and  get  their  legs  and  **  trusty  blades  " 
tangled  up.  We  have  had  occasion,  before,  to  express  our  disgust  at  the  prac- 
tice of  some  people  in  making  a  great  splurge  and  fuss  on  "  Decoration  Day," 
and  the  next  day  hiring  the  widows  of  the  soldiers  whose  graves  were  yet  bright 
with  the  flowers  so  ostentatiously  placed  there  by  them,  to  make  shirts  at  six  bits 
a  dozen  to  keep  from  starving.  Consistency  has  always  been  a  rare  jewel,  and 
vre  are  unable  to  see  any  immediate  prospect  of  its  becoming  more  common. 

The  dispensations  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensa- 
tions, but  were  not  noticed  by  them. 

Aside  from  the  humbug  dispensations  we  find  nothing  in  the  address  to  cen- 
sure, but  much  to  commend. 

The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  very  healthy  condition  in  that  State.  Proceedings 
confined  to  local  matters. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  is  again  the  author  of  the  Corre- 
spondence report,  which,  like  all  of  his  efforts  in  this  behalf,  is  a  credit  alike  to 
bis  genius  as  a  clipper  iand  his  zeal  as  a  reporter.  The  report  is  shorter  than 
usual,  owing  <o  the  publication  in  the  pamphlet  of  the  constitution  of  the  G.  E. 
and  the  Grand  Commandery,  together  with  Ascension  and  Burial  Services. 

The  Eminent  Reviewer  notices  and  clips  from  the  transactions  of  thirty 
Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1886,  getting  nearly  a  page.  He  has  this 
to  say  of  that  masterpiece  of  literature,  our  report  for  1886 :  «*  The  report  on  cor- 
respondence, on  account  of  its  *eariy  date,'  has  lost  much  of  its  interest  to  our 
readers  generally.  We  truly  hope  Sir  Knight  Power  will  hurry  out  the  next 
issue."  We  hope  he  will,  too,  but  Sir  William's  idea  that  age  does  not  improve 
our  reports  is  outrageous. 

Sir  Thomas  H.  Williams  is  R.  E.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter. 


MISSOURI— 1887. 


The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  May  loth.     Present, 
Sir  Jos.  S.  Browne,  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Re- 
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corder,  a  full  staff,  Grand  Representatives  from  twenty-three  States,   and  dele^ 
gates  from  forty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper.     We  copy  his  opening  i 

Sir  KnighU\  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  greet  you  at  this,  the  twenty-sixth 
Annual  Conclave  of  our  Grand  Body.  The  large  number  present  betokens  the 
deep  interest  felt  by  the  members  in  the  maintenance  of  the  sound  conservative 
policy,  and  the  devotion  and  determination  to  carry  out  the  true  principles  of 
Templar  Masonry  which  has  characterized  our  Grand  Conclaves  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  May  it  ever  so  continue.  My  sincere  prayer  is  that  the  blessings  and 
guidance  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  Universe — without  whose  approval  all 
our  actions  are  in  vain — may  attend  us  in  all  our  deliberations  for  the  welfare  of  our 
beloved  Order,  and  be  with  us  until 'Mife's  fitful  fever  is  o'er,''  arid  finally^ 
through  the  mediation  and  intercession  of  our  Blessed  Immanuel,  may  He  grant 
us  admission  into  the  Celestial  Asylum  above,  *'  where  the  weary  shall  find 
rest."  • 

The  death  roll  is  large,  and  the  R.  E.  pays  eloquent  tributes  to  the  virtues  and 
memory  of  the  Knightly  dead.  He  granted  dispensatTons  for  two  new  Com' 
manderies — the  first  in  sixteen  years.  He  also  issued  quite  a  number  of  special 
dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes — no  buncumbe. 

Quite  a  batch  of  decisions  were  made  and  all  of  them  sound.  He  suspended 
the  £.  C.  of  Ivanhoe,  No.  8,  for  making  arrangements  for  a  residence  in  Canada-—' 
said  E.  C.  being  the  cashier  of  a  bank.     He  has  this  to  say  of  the  law  of 

PERPETUAL  JURISDICTION. 

The  principle  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  is  one  with  which  the  whole  fraternity 
of  Missouri  has  been  at  war  for  a  time,  the  memory  of  man  knoweth  not  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  Mosaic  in  its  nature,  involving  the  idea  of  a  law  of  force,  and 
entirely  incompatible  with  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Exemplar  who  inculcated 
the  law  of  love.  It  debars  reformation,  and  ignores  the  principle  of  repentance 
unto  salvation.  Let  the  Templars  o{  Missouri  be  enrolled  against  its  further 
continuance. 

Still  whether  we  may  consider  the  law  a  just  one  or  not,  it  is  the  law,  and 
has  been  for  nearly  ten  years.  It  is  a  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  owing 
allegiane  to  it,  we  are  bound  to  abide  by  it.  While  Liberty  Commandery  clear^ 
ly  violated  the  law  in  two  instances,  yet  as  it  claims  to  have  done  so  through 
Ignorance,  is  an  old  Commandery,  and  contains  good  men,  I  thought  best  to  re' 
ler  that  portion  of  the  question  direct  for  your  action. 

A  pretty  strong  argument  against  it,  but  possibly  not  as  strong  as  could  be 
made  in  its  favor.  However,  as  we  seem  to  have  gone  out  of  the  business  of  receive 
ing  '^petitions"  we  are  not  particularly  interested. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  of  over  $3000  and  yet  the  G.  C.  saysf 
they  will  be  $1500  short.  This  results  no  doubt  from  the  Triennial  splurge — 
a  costly  and  useless  toy. 

Nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest.  Our  old  friend.  Recorder  Maye, 
presented  an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  doings  of  about 
twenty-five  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  digested.     He  opens  thusly  : 

Fraters  :  We  present  this,  our  tenth  report,  and  have  before  us  proceedings 
of  most  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  for  the  year  1886,  that  being  the  only  year 
we  shall  notice.  We  hope  the  delinquent  ones  will  come  to  hand  before  ths  re- 
port is  finished,  as  we  desire  to  notice  every  Grand  Jurisdiction ;  but  in  many 
instances  the  review  must  be  short,  from  the  fact  that  we  have  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  trials,  fatigues,  and  worse  than  all,   the  financial  straights  we  were  put 
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to  last  year  (Trier. nial  Conclave  entertainment),  and  while  we  now  have  the 
time,  inclination  and  material  for  producing  a  lengthy  reportj-  yet  a  two  thous- 
and dollars  indebtedness,  contracted  last  year,  stares  us  in  the  face,  and  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  retrenchment  and  reform  are  in  order  until  that  indebtedness  is 
cancelled  and  our  Grand  Body  in  funds  again. 

Excuse  us  for  not  inviting  th«  Triennial  Show  to  come  here.  Two  thousand 
dollars  would  run  our  shebang  for  four  years.  Sir  William  gets  up  a  good  re- 
port, but,  we  think,  is  too  sparing  in  the  way  of  original  matter.  He  copies 
freely  from  Sir  Gordon's  address  and  our  report,  but  makes  no  comment.  Here  is 
his  finis  : 

The  Grand  Encampment  surrendering  control  over  the  Uniform,  we  fear  will 
have  a  bad  effect,  judging  from  what  we  have  already  seen  and  heard,  some 
States  having  already  made  some  very  radical  changes,  and  by  the  time  the  next 
Triennial  Conclave  meets  we  are  a  little  afraid  that  one  not  knowing  what  the 
grand  gathering  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  just  prior  to 
the  starting  of  the  procession  meant,  or  who  they  were,  could  not  tell  by  the  uni- 
forms there  displayed,  Whether  they  were  from  Egypt,  Arabia,  Turkey,  China, 
Great  Britain  or  the  United  States.  This  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  for  the 
uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  been  a  distinctive  fea- 
ture, very  much  admired  by  all  nations  and  all  classes,  whether  civil,  religious  or 
military. 

In  which  we  <fo  not  concur.  It  don't  make  a  bit  of  difference  what  they  wore 
on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  or  whether  they  wore  anything.  While  it  frequently 
occurs  that  the  tailor  makes  the  man,  we  are  not  disposed  to  believe  that  he  is 
capable  of  making  a  Templar. 

Sir  Eli  H.  Mix  is  R.-.  E.',  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent. 


MAR  YL  AND— 18«6. 

Sixteenth  Annual  at  Baltimore,  November  23d.  Sir  Columbus  Clarke  Isaacs, 
R.*.  E.".  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  Thomas  Sisco,  Grand  Recorder.  Eight 
P.  G.  Commanders,  a  number  of  P.  E.  Commanders,  and  the  representatives  of 
seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

The  address  is  short  and  devoted  to  local  matters.  They  believe  in  the  ob- 
servance of  <*  Ascension  Day,"  and  attended  church  in  full  regalia  on  that  day. 
The  R.  E.  heartily  recommends  the  continued  observance  of  that  "Feast  Day." 
All  of  which  is  perfectly  right,  if  they  will  only  observe  it  the  right  way,  i.  e., 
by  having  divine  service  in  their  Asylums  and  without  parade  or  display.  The 
only  recommendation  for  the  practice  of  attending  church  in  uniform  that  we 
can  imagine  is  the  fact  that  the  exhibition  of  our  good  clothes  and  keen  swords, 
will  serve  as  our  advertisement  of  the  delights  of  membership  in  the  Order,  and 
result  in  catching  some  more  gudgeons.  This  is  all  right,  also,  if  you  hold  your 
services  in  a  public  hall  and  do  not  make  any  pretension  that  you  are  engaged  in 
divine  service. 

The  R.  E.  reported  the  Louisiana  matter  as  finally  and  happily  settled. 

He  granted  quite  a  number  of  special  dispensations,  but  all  for  legitimate  and 
proper  purposes.  He  also  permitted  the  Ten^plars  of  Richmond  to  pass  through 
his  dominion,  etc.     Bosh ! 
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Proceedings  Ucal.  No  Sir  Knight  shall  be  allowed  to  represent  more  than 
one  Grand  Commandery  in  future. 

Cash  on  hand,  $541 .80 ;  Order  in  a  healthy  state. 

Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gogas  presented  a  good  report  on  correspondence  in  which  he  di- 
gests the  doings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1886,  receiving 
special  notice.  He  quotes  largely  from  all  our  pamphlets,  but  is  exceedingly 
chary  of  criticism.  He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  us,  for  which  we  are  grateful. 
His  report  covers  over  one  hundred  pages,  and  we  do  not  believe  that  Sir  Fred- 
erick's personal  criticism  would  make  five  of  the  hundred.  This  is  wrong,  and 
Sir  Frederick  knows  it. 

Sir  Chas.  W.  Hatter  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F, 
C.  same  as  before. 


NORTH   CAROLINA  — 1886. 

Sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  October  13th.     Sir 
Donald  W.  Bain,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  address  of  the  G.  C.  is  a  short  but  interesting,  and  well  written  paper.     No 
decisions  were  made.     No  bumcumb  dispensations  issued.     The  Order  compara- 
tively healthy.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee  made  an  excuse  for  his  fail- 
ure to  prepare  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  matter  passed  for  current 
year. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder  as  before;  Sir  Jas.  Southgate  &  Co.,  Re- 
porters. 


OREGON. 


We  have  before  us  the  minutes  of  Convention  of  the  Templars  of  Oregon, 
called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Grand  Commandery  of  that  State.  Sir 
David  P.  Mason  was  called  to  the  chair ;  Sir  R.  P.  Earhart,  Secretary.  The 
Committee  on  Credentials  reported  Representatives  from  the  three  Command- 
eries  in  the  State  as  being  present — whereupon  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oregon  ;  subsequent  to  which  action  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery was  duly  constituted  by  Sir  Irving  W.  Pratt,  proxy  of  Grand  Master 
Roome. 

With  this  brief  notice  of  the  birth  and  christening  of  this,  the  youngest  in  the 
sisterhood  of  Grand  Commanderies,  and  with  a  fervent  hope  that  she  may  enter 
and  continue  upon  a  career  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  we  take  up  the  re- 
cord of  her  first  Annual  Conclave,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  July  6, 
1887 — Sir  James  F,  Robinson,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  F.  J.  Babcock, 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  a  very  short  paper,  covering  little  more  than  one  page,  which  is 
easily  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  but  three  months  had  elapsed  between  the 
Convention  of  organization  and  the  annual  meeting.     He  reports  the  'Order  in 
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a  flourishing  condition,  recommends  the  adoption  of  a  regalia,  ritual  and  tactics , 
and,  also,  the  Grand  Representative  system. 

Statistics. — Membership,  174;  cash  in  Treasury,  $95  72. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  re-elected. 


PENNSYLVANIA  — 1886. 

The  Thirty-Third  Annual  was  held  at  Scranton,  May  25th  and  26th.  FL.  E, 
Sir  Joseph  Alexander,  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

The  address  opens  with  a  short  review  of  the  history  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  from  its  birth,  a  quarter  of  a  century  before. 

The  G.  C.  visited  ten  of  his  subordinates,  and  issued  one  dispensation  for  a 
new  one.  He  granted  quite  a  number  of  special  dispensations,  but  all  for  legiti* 
mate  purposes.  He  also  made  a  large  number  of  decisions,  all  of  which  are  in 
accord  with  our  ideas  of  common  sense.  Several  buncombe  applications  were 
made  for  permission  to  '**invade  his  jurisdiction"  and  sich,  all  of  which  were 
treated  with  as  much  gravity  and  courtesy  as  though  this  was  not  the  essence  of 
stupidity.  He  says,  however,  that  he  feels  that  this  custom  should  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Appropriate  and  eloquent  reference  is  made  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the 
courteous  dead. 

The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  a  creditable  paper. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  a  cash  balance  in  his  hands  of  over  $5,ooo« 
Happy  Penn. !  Pennsylvania  has  a  Home  for  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  ii^- 
which  the  Grand  Commandery  takes  a  lively  and  practical  interest.  This  is  bet- 
ter than  parades.  It  occurs  to  us  that  if  the  thousands  of  dollars  paid  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  as  dues,  were  expended  in  some  such  way  as  this,  instead  of 
being  a  curse  to  the  Order,  as  it  is,  it  would  be  something  to  be  proud  of,  and 
which  would  commend  it  to  sensible  people  everywhere. 

Proceedings  local  to  a  large  extent.     Order  in  a  healthy  state. 

Sir  Wm.  J.  Kelly  presented  a  short  but  comprehensive  report  on  correspond- 
ence, in  which  the  doings  of  twenty-one  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  have  cour^ 
teous  attention.  We  fail  to  find  Mississippi  among  the  number,  the  result,  no 
doubt,  of  his  failure  to  receive  our  pamphlet.  We  regret  that  the  effort  of  this 
Grand  Body  in  the  direction  of  needed  reforms  in  the  Grand  Encampment  was 
**sot  "  down  on  by  that  astute  body.  We  are  not  surprised,  however,  but  pre* 
iume  our  Pennsylvania  fraters  are.     They  have  our  sympathy. 

George  S.  Graham,  Philadelphia,  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Re^ 
corder  and  F.  C.  continued. 


TENNESSEE— 1887. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  May  17th 
and  i8th.     R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Hy.  C.  Hensley,  Grand  Commander;  E.-.  Sir  Wilbur  F. 
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Foster,  Grand  Recorder.     Four  P.  G.  Commailders  were  present  by  proxy,  and 
the  representatives  from  fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  an, elegant  production.  The  R.  E.  says  :  **  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  my  administration  has  moved  gently  into  the  great  cavern  of  the  past  with 
scarcely  a  ripple  to  disturb  its  passage."  He  states  that  the  Grand  Treasurer 
filed  his  official  bond,  which  was  approved,  and  adds  :  "  I  know  of  no  law  in 
this  Jurisdiction  requiring  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  execute  a  bond,  and  it  appears 
to  be  merely  a  custom,  possibly  originating  in  a  voluntary  act.  If  it  is  only  a 
castom^  T  am  inclined  to  think  it  **should  be  more  honored  in  the  breach  than 
in  t'le  observance."  By  re*^erence  to  the  Treasurer's  report,  we  find  that  it  shows 
a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $53.88.  After  this  examination  we  are  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  R.  E.,  as  the  size  of  the  stake  is  too  small  to  justify  taking  any 
risks.  If,  however,  the  brother  means  that  the  moral  character  of  Templars,  be- 
cause they  are  Templars,  is  too  high  for  one  of  them  to  tap  the  till  any  less 
quickly  than  thousands  of  others  who  have  fallen  by  the  way  and  lit  out  for  the 
land  of  the  Cauncks,  we  beg  to  dissent.  There  is  but  one  thing  that  can  ena- 
ble human  nature  to  resist  temptation,  and  that  is,  divine  grace,  and  the  average 
Templar,  of  our  acquaintance,  does  not  seem  to  carry  more  of  this  sort  of  ballast, 
so  to  speak,  than  his  neighbors  do.  We  are  free  to  admit  that  membership  in 
the  Order  should  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  honesty  and  goodness, 
but  that  such  is  the  result,  to  any  large  degree,  we  deny.  He  reports  the  usual 
numerical  increase  incident  to  the  Triennial  year,  and  expresses  the  belief  that 
the  prospects  for  a  healthy  revival  of  interest  is  apparent  in  the  Commanderies. 
Peace  and  harmony  prevail.  He  refers  with  satisfaction  to  the  peaceable  adjust- 
ment of  the  differences  existing  between  Mississippi  and  that  of  Tennessee 
as  brought  about  through  the  diplomatic  visit  of  Sirs  Frizzell  and  Mosby,  which 
visit  added  no  little  to  the  enjoyments  of  our  last  Conclave.  Our  own  opinion 
has  always  been  that  Mississippi  had  no  cause  of  compjaint  against  Tennessee, 
but  that  the  whole  trouble  resulted  from  carelessness  and  undue  assumption  of 
authority  by  one  of  our  own  subordinate  officers.  He  lias  this  to  say  in  relation 
to  a  charity  which,  if  successfully  organized  and  carried  on,  will  add  a  new  and 
brighter  lustre  to  the  crown  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  that  State : 

M-\SONlC    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  proposed  "Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans  Home"  is  a  grand  charity,  and 
one  worthy  of  the  consideration  and  material  aid  of  the  entire  Masonic  craft. 
The  projectors  of  the  enterprise  have  entered  its  service  without  the  **hope  of  fee 
or  reward,"  and  the  energy  they  have  brought  into  the  work  demonstrates  that 
they  know  **no  such  word  as  fail."  It  is  confidently  believed  before  the  close 
of  another  year  that  the  institution  will  be  an  established  fact,  and  with  doors 
opened  wide,  will  be  ready  to  receive  into  the  Home  '^destitute  widows  and 
helpless  orphans."  I  commend  the  enterprise  to  your  sympathy  and  endorse- 
ment. 

Glancing  again  at  the  minutes  we  find  a  subsequent  financial  statement  which 
shows  a  balance  in, the  treasury  of  $867.68,  but  the  expenses  and  bills  to  be  paid 
amount  to  the  sum  of  Si  109.45,  which  makes  them  $241.77  poorer  than  Job,  who 
owed  no  debts,  and  renders  the  Treasurer's  bond  a  bald-headed  iarce.  The  fact 
that  our  Tennessee  fraters  are  about  as  poor  as  we  are  accounts  for  the  space 
devoted  to  this  matter,  as  "misery  loves  company." 

c-3 
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Proceedings  local.  Grand  Recorder  Sir  W.  F.  Foster  presented  a  first-rate 
report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  pamphletsof  thirty- four  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1886  receiving  extended  and  pleasant  notice.  He  doubts 
the  wisdom  of  reducing  the  fees  for  the  Orders  to  $25,  and  would  favor  an  in- 
crease instead  of  a  reduction.  We  beg  to  assure  our  brother  that  something  had 
to  be  done,  and  the  poverty  of  our  people  pointed  to  this  as  the  best  remedy  for 
our  hapless  condition.  He  quotes  quite  freely  from  our  report  SLn<*  says  some 
flattering  things  of  it,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  Clipping  our  little  temperance 
speech  under  the  head  of  Tennessee,  he  has  this  to  say  : 

In  reviewing  Tennessee,  Sir  Knight  DeLap  quotes  approvingly  the  remarks  of 
Grand  Commander  Gwynne  upon  intemperance  and  profanity,  and  then  later  on 
finding  that  there  was  a  banquet  accompanied  by  "Amontillado  and  Mumm's 
Extra  Dry,"  his  wrath  is  aroused  and  he  reads  a  severe  lecture  upon  the  subject, 
ending  thus: 

•  **We  say,  in  all  courtesy,  candor  and  kindness,  to  Templars  everywhere  either 
quit  making  temperance  speeches,  or  else  quit  drinking  yourselves  We  had 
just  as  lief  get  drunk  on  Jersey  lightning  as  upon  Mumm*s  Dry  The  moral 
turpitude  of  the  act  is  the  same,  and  the  example  to  others  equally  reprehen- 
sible." 

Now,  Sir  Knight  DeLap,  we  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  some  day  fall  into 
the  hospitable  hands  of  Lookout  Commandery,  No.  I4»  and  Sir  G.  C.  Connor. 
If  you  don't  surrender  at  discretion  and  have  a  good  time,  you  are  impregnable. 
You  need  not  drink  any  "Mumm's  Extra  Dry,"  either,  unless  you  choose. 
Neither  did  Grand  Commander  Gwynne,  as  we  happen  to  know,  as  well  as  many 
other  Knights,  who  nevertheless  greatly  enjoyed  the  pleasant  social  features  of 
the  occasion  in  question. 

To  which  we  bt-g  to  respond  that  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  us  to  meet 
our  brethren  of  Tennessee  and  to  enjoy  their  society  socially,  but  the  presence 
on  the  board,  of  what  might,  if  tasted  by  some  poor  unfortunate  whose  appetite 
for  this  destroyer  needs  but  a  drop  to  excite  and  render  it  uncontrolable,  would 
destroy  all  my  pleasure.  It  was  not  the  supposition  that  G.  C.  Gwynne  would, 
himself,  indul{;e  in  these  things  that  made  us  speak,  but  the  fact  that  such  things 
should  be  allowed  on  the  banqueting  table  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Chris- 
tian religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  one  of  the  chief  of  which 
is  temperance.  Some  of  our  best  friends  love  strong  drink,  and  while  they  try 
earnestly  and  religiously  to  abstain  from  its  use,  they  know,  as  we  do  also  by  sad 
experience,  that  a  single  sip  will  land  them  in  the  gutter?  It  is  this  class  of 
God's  creatures  that  we  claim  our  Order  should  not  tempt.  "If  meat  make  my 
brother  to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flesh  while  the  world  standeth."  We  leave  Bro. 
Fisher  and  Tennessee  with  regret  Some  of  the  best  and  bravest  of  the  host 
belong  there  and  they  will  all  do  to  tie  to  all  day  long. 

Sir  Chas,  W.  Mosby  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  C.  Connor  is  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  Sir  W.  F.  Foster  Reporter  as  before. 


TEXAS— 1887. 


The  34th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Marshall,  April  13th.    Sir 
T.  U.  Lubbock,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  R.  Brewster,  Grand  Recordier, 

The  Grand  Commanders  address  is  a  full  resume  of  his  official  acts,  inter- 
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spersed  with  sundry  timely  and  appropriate  admonitions.  He  reports  the  Order 
as  being  in  a  healthy  state.  He  granted  several  buncomb  dispensations  to  appear 
in  public,  about  which  he  says :  "The  representations  made  were  sufficient  to 
warrant  me  in  my  action  and  was  believed  would  be  productive  of  good." 

Proceedings  of  no  general  interest.  Sir  Jno.  C.  McCoy  is  the  author  of  the 
Correspondence  report,  in  which  the  doings  of  thirty-two  Grand  Bodies  receive 
courteous  notice,  Mississippi  for  1886  among  them.  He  gives  a  complete  synopsis 
of  Sir  Gordon's  address,  says  he  complains  "rightfully"  of  the  Tennessee  inva- 
sion, etc.,  in  which  we  think  he  is  mistaken.  We  had  no  just  cause  of  complaint 
against  Tennessee. 

Sir  Jno.  O.  johnson  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Rob't  Brewster,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Sir  R.  M.  Elgin,  Grand  Reporter. 


VERMONT— 1887. 

Forty-fifth  Annual  was  held  at  Burlington,  June  14th.  Sir  Geo.  W.  Wing, 
Grand  Commander.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  several  Past  Grand  Officers,  Pas^ 
Eminent  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives  by  the  score,  and  delegates  from 
all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present.  We  are  always  particular  in 
noting  these  things  as  they  are  an  admirable  criterion  from  which  to  determine 
the  state  of  the  order  in  the  particular  jurisdiction  under  review. 

The  first  thing,  after  opening  the  body,  was  to  receive  a  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Master — Past  Grand  Commander  Hall — who  was  welcomed  in  a  neat  little 
speech  by  the  Grand  Commander.     To  which  Sir  Hall  responded  in  fitting  terms. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  strictly  business  paper,  well  written,  full 
and  complete,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  local  matters.  He  made  but  one  deci- 
sion: that  a  Commandery  can  waive  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate  previously 
rejected  by  it,  by  a  majority  vote.  It  strikes  us  that  the  vote  should  be  unanimous. 
The  Grand  Body,  however,  approved  the  decision,  which  settles  the  matter  so  far 
as  Vermont  is  concerned.  Much  space  is  taken  up  in  his  report  in  relation  to 
the  late  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  he  seems  to  think  that  something 
was  done  by  that  body  in  the  interest  of  Templary.  Perhaps  he  is  right,  and  if 
he  is,  we  are  certainly  wrong.  We  don't  believe  it  ever  did  any  real  good  or 
ever  will. 

As  an  evidence  that  our  R.'.  E.'.  Frater,  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Central 
Excrescence  we  quote  as  follows  : 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  parades  are  useful  and  beneficial.  The  large  gath- 
erings at  the  Triennial  Conclaves  have  had  a  wonderful  effect  upotv  the  growth  of 
the  Order.  It  has  stimulated  proficiency  in  drill,  encouraged  V nightly  emula- 
tion and  brought  thousands  to  know  each  other  who  otherwise  would  have 
never  exchanged  fraternal  preetings.  Something  must  be  done  to  entertain  this 
vast  number  who  have  given  their  labor  and  time  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Order  and  magnify  its  importance,  and  who  havs  no  vote  and  no  voice  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  Parades,  excursions,  junkets  and 
drills  can  do  this  and  not  interfere  with  the  Solons  we  send  to  make  our  laws. 
If  the  business  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  neglected,  it  is  as  much  the  fault  of 
the  different  Grand  Commanderies,  who  make  large  appropriations  for  the  main 
tenance  of  headquarters,  and    who   encourage   their  subordinates   to  attend   th 
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Triennial  Conclaves,  as  that  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  who 
accept  the  hospitalities  and  courtesies  tendered. 

We  do  not  believe  the  Grand  Encampment  has  outlived  its  usefulness,  and  if 
there  are  matters  that  need  correction,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  members  to  make 
it  what  it  should  be,  and  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  the  legislative  body  of  the 
Templars.  We  therefoie  renew  our  profession  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  pledging  the  support  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the 
lawful  head  thereof  in  all  matters  authorized  by  the  Constitution  and  Code  of 
Statutes.  R.'.  E.-.  Sir  Charles  Roome,  well  knowi>  to  the  fratres  of  this  juris- 
diction, was  elected  M.*.  E.-.  Grand  Master,  and  E.'.  Sir  William  B.  Isaacs,  of 
Virginia,  Grand  Recorder. 

W^  concur  in  his  belief  that  the  concern  has  not  outlived  its  usefulness,  but 
with  this  difference — we  never  believed  it  had  any — hence  the  impossibility  of 
its  outliving  it.  The  Brother  is  no  doubt  as  honest  in  holding  to  a  contrary  view 
of  the  case. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $777,  which  is  an 
immense  sum  when  placed  in  juxtaposition  with  our  "cash  on  hand."  We  find 
nothing  of  further  or-general  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

Sir  Fred.  S.  Fisher  presented  a  good  report  on  F.  C,  in  which  he  reviews  the 
doings  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  world  in  his  usual  courteous  and  pleasant  style. 
He  quotes  quite  largely  from  Sir  Gordon's  address  as  an  evidence  of  our  beloved 
frater's  eloquence ;  has  a  kindly  welcome  for  us  on  our  return  to  the  Reporter's 
chair,  and  honors  your  committee  by  quoting  also  from  his  bantam.  We  note, 
with  regret,  that  our  brother  is,  like  Innes,  inclined  to  hide  his  locomotive  head- 
light under  a  bushel,  while  he  gives  his  constituents  the  benefit  of  the  Penny- 
dips  of  other  jurisdictions.     We  protest. 

Sir  Delos  M.  Bacon  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Warren  G.  Reynolds, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  Fred.  S.  Fisher,  Gr&nd  Reporter. 


VIRGINIA—  1886. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Novem- 
ber 16th — one  year  ago  to-day.  R.*.  E.*.  Frank  A.  Reed,  Crrand  Commander; 
R.'.  E.'.  Wm  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder;  ten  Subordinate  Commanderies  rep- 
resented. 

The  address  is  an  elegant  paper.     It  opens  as  follows  : 

Guided  through  another  year  by  the  loving-kindness  of  Him  whose  ever 
watchful  love  is  **  new  every  morning  and  fresh  every  evening,"  we  are  assembled 
in  peace,  harmony  and  love  in  this  our  Sixty-fourtii  Annual  Assembly.  As  we 
recount  the  blessings  that  have  been  so  abundantly  showered  upon  us  through 
these  many  years,  we  find  our  hearts  filled  anew  with  gratitude  and  love  to  Him 
who  of  His  infinite  mercy  permits  us  to  call  Him  by  the  endearing  name  of 
Father ;  and  with  renewed  confidence  we  commit  our  way  unto  Him  who 
**  loved  us  and  gave  himself  lor  us."  Let  us  then,  Sir  Knights,  devoutly,  grate- 
fully and  humoly  seek  His  guidance,  protection  and  aid  in  the  labors  before  us. 

During  the  year  that  has  passed,  we  have  not  been  exempt  from  the  common  lot 
of  all  men.  In  the  midst  of  life  we  have  been  reminded  that  we  are  in  death. 
Our  ranks  have  been  broken.  There  is  still  another  vacancy  in  our  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

He  is  enthusiastic  over  the  glories  and  delights  of  the  Triennial.     He  made 
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but  one  decision,  which  was :  that  suspension  in  the  Chapter  has  the  effect  to 
legally  suspend  in  the  Commandery,  and  that  said  Templar  cannot  ask  of  his 
Commandery,  by  petition  or  otherwise,  to  be  restored  to  the  rights  and  benefits 
of  Templary  until  lawfully  restored  in  his  Chapter.     Correct  to  a  dot. 

We  fin^  this  also  in  the  address:  "The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  F.  C. 
^ain  expressed  his  desire  to  write  the  annual  report,  but,  as  our  financial  condi- 
iion  has  not  improved,  I  advised  against  it."  We  are  sorry.  We  note  that  the 
pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a  steel  plate  engraving  of  P.*.  G.-.  Master  Wither5» 
jmd  that  the  expense  of  same  amounted  to  $11 2. 50,  which  would  pay  for  print- 
ing a  sizeable  report  on  correspondence,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that  a  good 
report  would  have  redounded  more  to  the  credit  of  Virginia  than  a  dozen  pic- 
iures.     Proceedings  contain  nothing  of  general  interest. 

R.*.  E.\  Wm.  Henry  Harrison  Lynn  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
continued. 

WEST    VIRGINI  A— I  8  8  6  &   1887. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  was  held  in  Weston,  May  12th,  1886.  Present:  V.*.  E.". 
Sir  Jere  A.  Miller,  Deputy  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Chas  A.  Wheeler,  Grand 
Recorder,  pro  tem. ;  delegates  from  eight  Subordinates,  and  a  number  of  Past 
Grand  Officers. 

The  acting  Grand  Commander  submitted  a  short  report,  in  which  we  find 
jiothing  of  general  interest.  He  then  read  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander, 
frho  was  unavoidably  absent.  Much  of  the  address  is  taken  up  with  copies  of 
special  and  general  orders,  announcing  the  ravages  of  death.  He  visited  most 
cf  his  Subordinates,  and  was  evidently  imbued  with  a  sincere  wish  to  make  his 
udministration  a  profitable  one  to  hi«  command.  No  buncomb  dispensations  and 
no  decisions.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  in  Charleston,  May  nth,  1887— Rt.  E,\  Sir 
Geo.  Davis,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  R.  C.  Dunnington,  Grand  Recorder.  All 
the  Subordinate  Cdmmanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  contains  nothing  of  interest  out- 
Mde  of  his  own  command. '  He  reports  the  Order  as  being  in  a  healthy  state.  He 
recommends  **that  the  Finance  Committee  invent  some  plan  by  which  our  finan- 
cial condition  will  enable  us  to  publish  our  proceedings  annually."  If  we  are  in 
order,  we  suggest  that  the  expensive  and  unnecessary  luxury  of  publishing  the 
portraits  of  P.  G.  Commanders  be  dispensed  with,  as  they  remind  us  of  the  fal- 
low that  had  patches  on  his  knees,  and  gloves  on  his  hands.  Poverty,  no  doubt, 
prevents  their  having  a  report  on  correspondence. 

Well,  well,  every  one  to  his  own  taste.  By  resolution,  the  representatives  of 
this  Grand  Body  near  ours  are  required  to  attend  in  person  each  annual  Conclave 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  which  they  are  accredited,  and  two  failures,  ex- 
cept for  cause  deemed  good  by  Grand  Commander,  shall  terminate  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offender.  That  is  right ;  if  they  ain't  good  for  anything  else,  they 
will  do  to  swell  the  attendance  at  the  Annuals. 

Sir  Alex,  Parks  is  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  continued  ; 

Sir  George  Davis,  Reporter. 
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WISCONSIN— 1887. 

The  Tw«nty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Milwaukee,  October  loth.  R.*. 
E.\  Sir  Jeremiah  Watts,  Grand  Commander  ;  E.  Sir  John  W.  Laflin,  Grand  Re- 
corder. All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present  except  the  Captain  Genet al  and 
Prelate.  Representatives  of  twenty  out  of  twenty-one  Subordinate  Commander- 
ies  were  in  attendance,  together  with  a  host  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent 
Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  covers  sixteen  pages,  and  is  a  well 
written  and  sensible  paper.  He  reports  that  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
has  not  been  depleted  by  death  during  the  year,  and  pays  eloquent  tributes  to 
the  memories  of  the  valiant  and  distinguished  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions, 
among  them  our  beloved  friend.  Sir  Theo.  T.  Gurney,  of  Illinois.  His  decisions 
are  sound  ;  also  his  dispensations.  No  humbuggery.  He  has  this  to  say  on  the 
subject  of  correspondence,  all  of  which  ,we  endorse,  fully.  Wisconsin  almost,  if 
not  always,  produces  a  report  that  is  an  honor  both  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
and  its  author: 

SUGGESTIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  has  for  years  performed  the  duty 
assigned  to  him  as  a  labor  of  love.  The  reports  have  been  read  with  general  sat' 
isfaction,  and  have  done  much  to  educate  our  members  in  regard  to  law,  custom 
and  usage.  No  one  will  dispute  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  this  im* 
portant  committee ;  and  yet  they  have  been  received  year  after  year,  without 
any  pecuniary  compensation,  notwithstanding  that  time,  labor  and  money  have 
been  expended  by  the  committee  in  this  service. 

I  recommend  that  some  amount  be  annually  appropriated  as  compensation  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

We  note  that  the  Grand  Body  adopted  the  suggestion  and  fixed  the  compensa" 
tion  at  $50  per  annum,  which  is  more  tangible  than  glory,  but  still  not  enough. 
There  are  several  other  things  in  the  address  that  would  adorn  this  paper,  buc 
poverty  and  forty  pages  will  not  permit  it. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  first-class  condition  throughout  the  State.  Sir 
Swain  again  comes  to  the  front  with  an  admirable  report,  covering  96  pages,'  in 
which  most  of  the  Templar  world  has  due  and  courteous  attention.  Mississippi 
for  1887  gets  two  and  a  half  pages.  He  does  not  agree  with  us  as  to  the  innate 
cussedness  of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  th|nks  we  should  prove  our  assertion 
as  to  drunkenness  and  licentiousness  on  those  occasions.  Perfectly  proper  and 
right  is  the  demand  and  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  comply,  if  it  were 
necessary.  But  unfortunately  the  alleged  facts  are  known  and  read  of  all  men 
who  attend  and  who  keep  their  eyes  about  them.  We  will  ask  Sir  Swain  just 
one  question.  Did  you  ever  visit  a  Grand  Commandery,  had  quarters  at  a 
Triennial  Conclave  and  fail  to  be  asked  to  take  "something  ?'*  If  you  did,  in 
one  instance,  we  will  take  it  all  back.  The  fact  that  "Liquid  Damnation"  is  as 
free  as  water,  and  much  more  generally  drank  on  these  occasions,  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  an  ordinary  mind  that  there  is  bound  to  be  more  or  less  of  excess. 
As  to  the  licentiousness  incident  to  these  occasions,  the  fact  that  the  demi-monde 
is  about  as  profusely  decorated  with  Templar  badges  as  the  Sir  Knights  them* 
selves,  is  sufficient  proof  in  that  direction  to  satisfy  reasonable  people.     We 
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have  never  wished  to  be  understood  as  charging  these  crimes  against  God 
and  the  institution,  against  all  who  attend  the  show,  for  we  know  that 
some  of  the  best  and  wisest  of  our  brethren  go  th«re  and  enjoy  themselves 
in  a  rational  and  proper  way,  among  them  Brother  Swain,  but  what  we 
complain  of  is  the  opportunity  it  offers  and  the  latitude  it  gives  to  those 
who  have  no  higher  conception  of  the  order  than  to  drag  it  into  the  gutter  and 
parade  its  emblems  in  the  bawdy  house  and  deck  its  inmates  therewith.  If  the 
concern  has  any  practical  utility — which  we  deny — it  can  demonstrate  the  fact 
by  prohibiting  the  presence  of  any  but  its  own  members  in  its  asylum  and  con- 
gregating or  parading  of  Templars  as  such,  in  the  city  where  it  is  held,  and 
then  go  to  work  and  do  whatever  it  has  to  do,  adjourn  and  go  home.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  triennial  reunion  of  the  Order,  have  it  out  in  the  woods  and 
take  your  wives,  mothers  and  sisters  along  to  keep  you  straight ;  make  it  a  penal 
offense  tu  drink  wine  or  strong  drink  within  ten  miles  of  the  grounds  and  hang 
the  first  man  that  opens  a  bottle.  We  are  not  going  to  admit  that  we  belong  to 
an  institution  the  members  of  which  cannot  find  enjoyment  and  pleasure  in  each 
other's  society  without  the  adjunct  of  a  bottle  of  liquid  damnation  as  a  relish. 
We  hope  Brother  Swain  will  give  us  credit  for  honesty  in  our  views  and  for  a 
sincere  desire  to  prevent  our  beloved  order  from  stultifying  itself  by  encouraging 
what  is  in  direct  conflict  with  its  fundamental  principles. 

R.'.  E.'.  N.  B.  Rundle  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter 
same  as  before.       ' 


CONCLUSION. 


And  new  our  task  is  done.  In  some  things  it  has  been  a  pleasant  work  and 
would  have  been  in  all  but  for  the  fact  of  our  continued  ill  health.  The  general 
outlook  is  encouraging — the  Order  in  most  of  the  States  being  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. We  find  no  subject  of  special  importance  attracting  the  attention  of 
and  discussion  by  the  Mutuals.  So  true  is  this  that  the  office  of  Reporter  is  no 
longer  one  that  an  aggressive  scribe  would  desire.  Perhaps,  however,  the  future 
may  bring  something  to  talk  about  aside  from  the  regular  routine. 

Courteously, 

E,  G.  DeLAP. 


RETURNS   OF 

Subordinate    Commanderies, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27, 1887. 

(including  officers  for  1888.) 


MISSISSIPPI  OOMMANDERT,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hindb  Oonarr. 

Re^alar  CodolaTee,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offioxbs  fob  1887. 

J.  M.  MoKee E.C.  H.  M.  Taylor .Treaaarer. 

Oeorge  Lemon Gen'o.  W.  J.  Brown,  p.  b.  o Recorder. 

Lather  Manship C.  G.  Oliver  Clifton,  p.«.  o....St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  o Prelate.  R.  F.  McGill Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  p.  k.  a S.  W.  Robert  Bradley Warder. 

John  MoGill,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  J.  M.  Gain Sentinel. 

Past  Eiobbmt  Oommandebs — M.  F.  Ash,  W.  6.  Hamilton,  Thoe.  Palmer. 

Mbmbbbs— Geo.  T.  Gracey,  W.  0.  Harrell,  Wirt  Johnston,  J.  S.  Rainwater. 

Obdbbs  Conpbbbbd— J.  S.  Rainwater,  R.  G.  Patty. 

DiMiTTBD — W.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  R.  C.  Pendegrast. 

SusPBMDBD  FOB  Non-Patmbnt  OF  DuBB^.  H.  Montfoort,  Geo.  Smalshaf. 

Dues  to  Grand  Oommandery $29  00 


MAGNOLIA  OOMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vioksbubg,  Wabbbn  Ooumtt. 
Regular  Conolaves,  Ist  Monday  of  enoh  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1888. 

« 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  o.  o E.  G.  H.  W.  Bovren Treasnrer. 

A.  L.  Jaqneth Gen'o.  Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  b.  o . . . . Recorder. 

Jno.  Sohlottman 0.  G.  Charles  Peine St.  Bearer. 

T.  G.  Birchett,  p.  b.  o Prelate.  V.  Bonelli Sw.  Bearer. 

Martin  Marshall S.  W.  Wm.  Chamberlin^  p.  s.  o . . . .  Warder. 

Frederic  Speed,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  Wm.  Murray Sentinel . 

Past  Euikemt  Comm andebs — W.  S.  Patton,  p.  o,  c,  Jno.  D.  Miles. 

Membbbs — F.  M.  Andrews,  Charles  Armstrong,  E.  D.  Anderson,  B.  E.  S. 
Bonelli,  S.  H.  Childress,  E.  C.  Carroll,  King  Dorwitt,  R.  L.  Dnnn,  O.  0, 
Floweree,  F.  M.  Featherstnn,  E.  C.  Grant,  C.  W.  Gibson,  I.  Hardy,  J.  L.  Hebron, 
J.  J.  Hayes,  J.  E.  Halbert,  D.  B.  Head,  IV.  G.  Kiger,  W.  W.  Lord,  M.  R.  Payne, 
A.  M.  razton.  John  Pngh,  Thomas  Rigby,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Wm.  Richards* 
D.  A.  Ray,  Wm  Stanton,  W.  J.  Smith,  C.  G.  Wright. 

AffiiiIated^E.  D.  Anderson. 
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SuBPBRXHD  voB  KoH-PAmsMT  OF  Dm— J.  H.  Beresford,  Geo.  W.  Bookoat 
W.  W.  Gampbel),  W.  8.  Harris^  R.  E.  Harris,  H.  V.  Hortori,  Geo.  ^.  Rigby, 
C.  A.  Rioe. 

Does  to  Grand  Commanderj $48  00 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lbxington,  Houcm  Coxtntt. 
Regnlar  Oonolayee,  2nd  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Omamas  fob  1888. 

L.  0.  Abbott E.  G.     R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

T.  8.  Wright. Gen*o.     P.  A.Lindholm .....Recorder. 

C.  Oltenbnrg 0.  G.    J.  D.  Dabney St.  Bearer. 

Jno.  Belford Prelate.    W.  F.  Johnson Sw.  Bearer. 

W.P.Cole 8.  W.     Jno.  Shackelford   Warder. 

Fred  Attneave J.  W.    H.  P.  Davis O.of  Gu»d. 

Past  Eminbnt  Oommamdbbs— G.  G.  Jones,  Jas.  T.  Meade,  p.  o.  o. 
Mbicbbbs— £.  W.  Tarrant 

DiBD— F.  0.  Mercer,  p.  g.  o.,  Jan.  26,  1886,  R.  H.  Montgomery, 1886, 

W.  F.  Stigler,  Dec.  12,  1886. 

Dnes  to  Grand  Gommandery $15  00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  GOMMANDERY,  No.  4— H0L1.T  Spbinos, 

MabshaiiL  Gounty. 

No  Returns  for  1886,  1887.     No  dnes  for  1884  to  1887.   'Gharter  forfeited. 


ROSALIE  GOMMANDERY— No.  5— Natohbz,  Adams  Gountt. 

Regnlar  Gonolave,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1888. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  o B.  G.  G.  W.  Koontz, Treasurer. 

8.  McDowell Cton^o  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  p.  b.  o Reoorder . 

J.  Peeples 0.  G.  E.  J.  Gnioe, St.  Bearer. 

£.  G.  DeLap, Prelate.  Jos.  Hahn Sw.  Bearer 

C.  T.  Ghamberlain,  p.  b.  o S..  W.  H.  Glark, Warder. 

F.  8.  Shaw,  p.  b;  o J.  W.  G.  M.  Sawyer Sentinel. 

Past  Eminbnt  Oommandbbs— Jno.  A.  Dicks,  G.  T.  Rehn. 

Mbmbbba— T.  J.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin.  J.  R.  Bledsoe,  G.  M.  Brown,  J.  S.  Don?- 
las,  G.  F.  Farrar,  A.  H.  Foster,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  Xhos.  Grafton,  G.  H.  Eeim,  E. 
A.  Lawrence  R.  F.  Learned,  G.  F.  Merrick,  T.  Q.  Mnnce,  Wm.  Noonan,  H.  0. 
Norman,  E.  J.  Van  Gonrt,  Wm.  L.  Wells— Total  82. 

Rbinstatbd— Thos.  Grafton,  Wm.  Noonan,  Wm.  L.  Wells 

DiBD— A  R.  Tyler,  September  13, 1887  ;  Wm.  Lowrj,  November  15,  1887. 

Does  to  Grand  Gommandery $35  00 


ST.  GYR  GOMMANDERY,  No.  6— Watbb  Vallbt,  Yalobusha  County. 

(No  Return  for  1886,  1887.) 


RETURNS  OF  [1888 

WINONA  OOMMANDERT.  No.  7--Wznoiia,  Montoombbt  Coumtt. 

(No  Refcnrn  for  1886,  1887.) 


DkMOLAY  COMMANDERT,  No.  8— Oolumbus,  Lowmdxs  Coumtt. 

(No  Retarn  for  1886,  1887. 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Ohiokasaw  Oountt. 

Regular  OommanicatioD,  4th  Tharsday  of  aaoh  month. 

Ofvicebs  fob  1888, 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  b.  o E.  C.     T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

John  McCarley Oen'o.     C.  C.  Ross,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

J.  M.  Trice 0.  Q.     W   M.  Baohanan.' St.  Bearer. 

F.  Burkitt.  p  k  o Prelate.     J.  T.  Harris 8w.  Bearer. 

O.  W.   Bolton a.  W.     'J*hos.  E.  ("annon Warder. 

E..  M.  Walker,  p.  b.  o f .  W.     A.  Q  Harkreader C.  of  Gn'd . 

Fast  Eminent  Oommamdebs— P.  M.  Savery,  p  o  o.,  J.  W.  Buchunan. 

Membbbs — R.  B.  Brannin,  W.  B.  Barker,  8.  H.  Berge,  R.  C.  Gonningham,  .Jno. 
8.  Cobb,  Jr.,  N  Cayde,  A.  H  French,  J.  L.  Finley,  0.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  H. 
W.  Hunter,  R.  V.  Manston,  J.  H  Maaldin,  E  L.  Sykes,  W.  W.  8initb,  B.  8. 
Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  Andrew  Woods. 

Dimitted — J.  P.  Porter. 

Dues  to  Qrand  Oommandery $32  00 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County.      ' 

Regular  Oommnni cations,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1888. 

William  Priestley,  p.  e.  o E.  C*     A.  W.  Parker Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Gen'o.     R.  C.  Lee Recorder. 

Robert  H  Hoffmnn CO.     John  R.  Cameron 1 . .  8t.  Bearer . 

Bev.  Joseph  £.  Martin Prelate.    J.  Thomas  Priestley Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.Mills ....S.  W.     C.  Olsen Warder. 

Norbon  C  Mosby J.  W.     J.  W.  Ellis C.  of  Ou'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commandbb  —  John  W.  Yeargain. 

Membbbs — John  T.  Boyd,  W.  D.  Ferries,  Rev.  H.  R.  Bingleton,  Q.  W.  Thomp- 
son. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  or  Dues — D.  B.  Harris,  John  Hart,  J.  H. 
Lookett. 

Dues  to  (4rand  Commandery $17  00 
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OOUR  DbLIOM  GOBf MANDERT,  Ko.   18— Pobt  Gibson,  Oi.aibbobiib  Count 
Ragolar  Gonoiave,  Ist  Wednesday 'of  each  month. 

OvnoBBS  voB  1888. 

F.  H.  Foote, E.  C.  N.  8,  ■  Walker,  p.  b.  0 Treasnrer. 

8.  M.  Brisooe, Oen'o.  W.  B.  Fnlkerson, Recorder. 

8tophen  Thrasher, .' . . O.  G.  Jdo.  W.  Andrews, St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  b.  o Prelate.  J.  H  Gordon,  p.  b.  o 8w.  Bearer. 

A.  E.  Barnet, 8.  W.  Jno.  G.  Jones, Warder. 

B.  A.  Owens,  p.  b.  a J.  W.  A.  Sager, 0.  of  G. 

Mbmbbbs— U.  F.  Bnrnet,  W.  B.  Lewis. 
Dnes  to  Grand  Oommandery $14  00 


GRENADA  GOMMANDERT,  No.  15~Gbbnada,  Gbbnada  Goumtt. 

Regular  Gonolaye,  Ist  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Offiobbs  pob  1888. 

B.  L.  Turner  p.  b.  o E.  G.     J.  B.  Gage, Treasurer. 

Jas.  G.  Longstreet, Gen'o.    R.  Highgate,  p.  e.  o Recorder . 

R.  P.  Lake, G.  G.     Wm.  McSwine, 8t.  Bearer. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  e.  o Prelate    Tho.  Phelan, S w.  Bearer . 

J.  J.  Black, 8.  W.     W.  H.  FitzGerald Warder. 

B.  N.  Owens, J.  W.    J.S.  Kettle .G.  of  Gu»d. 

Past  Eminent  Gommandebs — G.  Y.  Freeman,  R.  A..  Armstead. 
Mbmbbbs — B.  G.  Adams,  S.  R.  Blann,  J.  L.  Gollios,  W.   G.  Ghamberlain,  R. 
M.  Parish,  John  Wright,  J.  A.  Rainwater. 
Died — T.  M.  Kennedy. 

Pnes  to  Grand  Gommandery $21  80 


DELTA  GOMMANDERY— GBBENYiiiLE,  >^a8hinoton  Goumtt. 

Dispensation  for  the  organization  of  this  Gommandery  was  issued  March  20, 
1888:  Wm.  Btarling,  E.*.  C.'.;  King  Dorwart,  Gen*o;8am'i  W.  Ferguson,  Gapt. 
General. 
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Sir  R.  H.  Montgomery, 
Sir  W.  F.  Stigler, 


Lexington   Commandery,   No.  3, 

T.  M.  KENNEDY 

GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  NO.  15. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama Wm.   O.  tamat Mobile. 

Arkansas Inmbs  O.  Adams Pine  Bloff. 

California. Thob.  H.  Caswxix San  Franoisoo. 

Colorado. « a  . .  .Dayzd  CL  Collub Central. 

Conneotieot Eu  C.  Bibdskt Meriden. 

Dakota L.  B.  Fbsnoh Yankton. 

GeorgiB. Fbux  Cobput Maoon. 

Illinois Jambs  Hawuet Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana John  W.  Cbuft Terre  Hiate. 

Iowa Jambs  Mobtom Cedar  ftapids. 

Kaasae Jqhsi  M.  Pbiob Atohison. 

Kentseky John  S.  Lilb Covinj^n. 

Lonieiaaa Jos.  H.  DbGbamob New   Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbummond Portland . 

Marjland Johm  Snowdbn  Tibon Baltimore. 

Massaehosetts  &  Rhode  Island ....  Nicholas  .Yam  SiiTox ProTidsDee,  R.  f 

MimieBOta B.  H.  Langlbi Winona. 

Missouri Albx.  M.  Dookbbt St.  Loais. 

Nebraska *......  Au'BXD  G.  Habtihos Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire Chablbs  H.  Sawybb Dover. 

New  Jersejr « Thos.  CkxMov Newark. 

New  York Gbobob  Baboook Troy. 

North  CaroUna J.  W.  Hvxtbb Winston. 

Ohio Wm.  L.   Bvbohiixb Ycmngstown. 

Pennsylrania...  ^ Jom  Dusbwbbbo Great  Bend . 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  HowBLii Nashville . 

Texas Hbnbt  M.  Holmbs Anstin. 

Vermont  . . .  V R.  J.  Pilling Bnrlington . 

Virginia John  T.    Pabham Petersburg. 

West  Virginia Thomas  M.  Dabbah Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Milton  D.  Babtlbtt Ean  Clure 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  HEAR  THE  GRAND  COICMANDERY    OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  SItut Tupelo. 

Arkansas T.  G.  Bxbohktt Viokabnrg. 

California John  K«  Fulbom Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbkdebio  Spud ViolcBbarg. 

Conneetleot Gno.  8.  Gmsm Jackson. 

Dakota ;...  .Wk.  .PBtifiTi«ST Canton. 

Georgia G.  Y.  Fbbkmaii Jackson. 

IPinois Wm.  G.  Bbmbbook Natchez. 

ladiaiiK Fkanx  H.  Foots Port  Gibson. 

Iowa Jamss  T.  Mbadb Lexington. 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdou Port  Gibson. 

Louisiana E.  Gio.  ObLap. Natchez. 

Maine Frank  Bubxitt Okolona. 

MamHohasetts  and  Rhode  Island. . Robbbt  B.  Bbannin Aberdeen. 

MinneRota Wm.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri W.  P.  Towx4bb Grenada. 

Nebraska B.  A.  Yaugham Columbus. 

New  Uampsbiitt G.  W.  Coz Columbus. 

New  «  ersej Wic.  H.  Stbwabt Natchez. 

New  York Gna.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwxn Winona. 

Peunsyivania Matt  F.  Ash Madison  StatkMi . 

Tennessee Wm.  Stablino Greenville. 

Texas Outbb  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Powbb .Jackson . 

Virginia  P.  M.  Saybbx Tupelo. 

West  Vitgiuia N.  S.  Waxjlbb Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin John  A.  Diozs Natchez. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama 

Arkansas Jia.  k.  Hbmbt Little  Rook. 

California Thos.  H.  Gaswbxx San  Francisoo. 

Canada Dakiml  Spbt Barrie,  Ontorio. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Fasmmlwk Georgetown. 

Connectioot Jos.  K.  Whui^sb .Hartford. 

Dakota B.  M.  Rowlxt Haron. 

England  and  Wales W.  Tihklbb London,  W.  C. 

Georgia Samubii  P.  Hamiltoh Savannah. 

Illinois GiuiBBT  W.  Babmabd Chioaj^o. 

Indiana. John  M.  Bbamwbix Indianapolis. 

Iowa kur.  WiNQATB Des  Moines. 

Ireland. John  A.  Bajlbb Dublin. 

Kansas John  H.  Bbown Wyandotte. 

Kentoeky Lobxnzo  D.  Cbonxhobb Covington. 

Lonislana Eiohabd  Laxbbbt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bbbbt Portland. 

Maryland Chas  T.  Cisco Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  A  R.  Island. .  Autbbd  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan W.  P.  Innbs Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pibbson St.  Paul. 

M(88isBippi J.  L.  Powbb Jaokson. 

MisBoari Wm.  H.  Mato St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowbn Omaha. 

Mew  Hampshire Gbo.  P.  Clbaybs Concord. 

Kew  Jersey Chas.  Bbohtbi* Trenton. 

New  York Robbbt  Maoot New  York. 

North  Carolina H.  H.  Munson Wilmington. 

Ohio JoEW  N.  Bkli< Dayton. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  £.  Mbtbb Philadelphia. 

Oregon  F.J.  Baboook Salem* 

Prince  Edward  Island Wilson  Hioqs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Db.  Sombbviulb Edinburg. 

Tennessee Gbo.  C.  Connob Chattanooga. 

Texas.. : Robbbt  Bbbwstbb Houston. 

Vermont Wabbbn  G.  Rbynoum Burlington. 

Tirginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

Washington  Territory John  Mubbat Walla  Walla. 

Wyoming J.  K.  Jbffbet Cheyenne . 

West  Virginia. R.  C.  Dunninoton. Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  H.  Lafun Wilwaukee. 

Gband  Encampmbnt.— Charles  Rooms,  Grand  Master,  New  York ;  William  B- 
Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  at 
Washington  City,  second  Tuesday  in  October.  1889. 


} 


OfHoe  of  Grand  Conaniaudery 
Grand  Commandery  Kntvl^ts  Xemplar,  State  of  Mississippi 

YioxsBUBO,  Jane  25th,  1888. 

To  THB  SSTSBUi  ElflNSHT  CoKMikNDBBS  OF  THB  CoMMAND«B»8  SUBOBDIHATS  TO 
THS  QbAND  001CIC4MDBBT  Or  MISSISSIPPI,  AND  TO  THB  QbAND  RbPBBBBNTATIYBS 
or  SAID  QbAND  OoifflffANDBBT  NBAB  THB  SbVBBAL  ObABD  GoMICANDBBIBS  IN  THB 

Unitbd  Statbs.— GREETING: 

The  Grand  Oommandery  of  Iowa,  after  giYing  to  the  subjeot  all  the  oonsider- 
aiion  which  its  importance  demanded,  at  its  last  Annaal  Conclave,  reached  the 
oonolosion  that  there  had  been  snoh  a  neglect  of  the  necesearj  oonstitational 
requirements  a««  to  render  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  the  adoption 
of  the  rituals  of  the  Red  Gross  and  Templar  Orders  utterly  void,  and  resolred 
to  postpone  nntil  the  next  Triennial  Gonolave  their  introdaction  and  nse 
within  its  jurisdiction.  The  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  although  well  know- 
ing that  the  Grand  Commander  had  no  power  to  susp«nd  the  order  of  his  Grand 
Oommandery,  and  that  there  would  be  no  Gondave  ot  the  Grand  Oommandery 
of  Iowa  until  the  18th  day  of  October  next,  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1888, 
declared  *Hhe  aforesaid  act  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  of  Iowa  to  be  null  and 
▼old  and  of  no  efFect,  and  did  order  and  require  the  Grand  Oommander  of 
Iowa  to  cause  the  said  rituals  to  be  reissued  to  the  several  Gommanderies  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  of  Iowa  and  each  of  them,  and  that 
from  the  time  of  such  reissue  they  and  every  one  of  them  should  adopt,  use 
and  strictly  conform  to  the  said  rituals  and  none  other."  Which  order  the 
Grand  Oommander  was  powerless  to  obey,  being  himself  under  aud  not  above 
the  law  of  his  Grand  Oommandery.  Without  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Oommandery  to  take  action,  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  on  the 
28th  day  of  May,  1888,  A.  O.,  770.  issued  his  Edict  declaring  ''the  Grand  Oom- 
mandery of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience  to  be  in  a  state  of  dis- 
loyalty and  rebellion,  contrary  to  their  vows  as  Knight  Templars  and  to  their 
promised  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  I!ncamp- 
ment  of  the  United  States.'*  and  interdicting  "all  intercourse  between  the 
Grand  Oommandery  of  Iowa  and  all  &ir  KuigUts  in  its  obedience  and  the  loyal 
Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States"  nntil  his  ''order  is  revoked."  Being 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  has  exceeded  his 
constitutional  authority  in  the  premises,  uud  that  it  would  be  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent to  admit,  by  the  promulgation  of  said  Edict,  that  it  has  any  validity  or 
is  of  binding  force  anywhere  amongst  Knights  Templar,  I  have  declined  to 
promulgate  the  same  in  this  Jurisdiction.  My  reasons  for  so  doing  are  suffi- 
ciently set  forth  in  the  following  letter  of  protest  and  remonstrance,  which  I 
have  addressed  to  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master. 

Courteously  yours, 


[Sbaii.] 

OmoiAL. 


Gbamd  Oommandbb. 


Gbahd  Rboobdbb. 
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Oiyice  of  Orend  Commander, 
Oranil  Commandery  Knifflito  Templar,  »tate  of  Mlsatsaf ppl, 

VicKSBUBO,  Jane  25th,  1888. 


} 


QmkEMAJL  ChabijM  Boomb,  M.*.  E.*.  GbaMd  Mabtbb  of  KmoHTS  TsMPiiABa,  Nbw 


Most  Eminent  Sir  and  Frater: — I  am  only  jast  in  receipt  of  yoar  Edict,  date 
May  28th  last,  in  which  yon  'Hnterdict  all  Templar  intercoarse  between  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Knif^hts  in  itn  obedience,  and  the  loyal 
Knights  Templar  iu  the  United  Btates,**  and  haye  given  to  the  same  that  matare 
oonsideration  which  its  importance  and  the  high  scarce  from  which  it  eofMiuitoe 
demands. 

Acting  under  a  solemn  sense  of  my  obligations  both  as  a  Knight  Temp1«r 
and  ae  Grand  Oommander  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi,  I  respectfully 
and  courteously  enter  this  my  Knightly  protest  against  such  a  usnrpaiiou  of 
power  by  the  Grand  Master: 

■ 

I  Pbotbst: 

1.  That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  confers  no  authority 
upon  the  Grand  Master  to  pursue  coercive  measures  against  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

2.  That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  confers  no  •ntitortty 
«pon  the  Grand  Blaster  to  interdict  intercourse  between  Grand  Oomnaandecies 
or  the  Knights  of  their  obedience. 

8.  That  said  Edict  is  founded  in  au  erroneous  assumption  that  a  ritual  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa  is  in  duty  boand  to  observe,  whereas  in  fHct  no  ritual  has  ever  i>eeB  coa- 
stitutionally  adopted  by  that  body. 

4.  That  said  Edict  is  founded  in  error,  in  this:  that  the  record  of  the  Grand 
Eneam  pment  no  where  discloses  the  fact  that  the  ritual  upon  which  the  Grand 
Master's  order  of  the  21st  day  of  March,  1888,  is  based,  has  been  adopted  by 
the  vote  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  the  Grand  Msster  being  wholly  withoat  any  power  to  make  and 
enforce  the  adoption  of  a  ritual,  said  order  of  the  2l8t  day  of  March,  1888, 
is  a  usurpation  of  powers  not  inherent  in  his  office,  and  said  order  was  with- 
oat legal  effect  and  was  not  binding  upon  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

5.  That  said  Edict  attempts  in  the  face  of  a  prohibitory  constitutional  pro- 
vision to  "affect  the  standing  in  tlie  Order''  of  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  whose  Knightly  privileges  it  atte^^)ts  to  arrest. 

6.  That  said  Edict  is  virtually  a  trial  and  condemnation  of  a  Grand.  Ooas- 
mandery  and  fifty  Subordinate  Commauderies  with  a  membership  of  8601 
Templars,  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  which  had  any  voice  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  without  charges  and  without  a  trial,  and  is  utterly 
repugnant  to  'every  sense  of  Masonic  justice  and  usages,  which  insure  even 
to  those  accased  of  crime,  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  by  their  fellows,  before 
condemnation. 

7.  That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  in  seeking  to  test  the 
qncstion  of  the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  adopting 
said  ritual,  which  it  denies  was  in  legal  effect  adopted,  was  not  as  alleged  in  said 
Edict,  **a  state  of  disloyalty  and  rebellion"  but  only  an  attempt,  upon  its  part, 
to  ^'support  and  maintain  the  constitution,"  as  its  members  had  solemnly 
vowed  they  would  do. 

8.  That  said  Edict  is  an  attempted  subversion  of  the  inherent  powers  of  a 
Grand '  Commandery  to  supervise,  regulate  and  control  the  work  of  its  own 
Subordinates,  in  the  exercise  of  which  powers  it  was  its  doty  to  prevent  the 
loss  and  destruction  of  its  ritual  by  the  sabstitution  of  another  which  has  been 
pronounced  by  a  learned  coounittee  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennesaee* 
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'  to  eoBtaiii  ^be  bmmI  palpable  errors,  oroissioiHi,  inoocgmitiefi,  bad  gramaiar, 
weak  ceremoiiials  aad  misqaotations  of  Holy  Scripture,'*  and  which  it  had  the 
•troDgest  reaeoDB  for  maintainiDg,  had  not  reeoived  the  sanction,  in  a  eonfititD- 
tional  mode,  of  the  Grand  £ooampment. 

9.  Thet  said  Edict  iinpoaefi  n  pnnishment  wholly  disproportioned  to  the 
alleged  degree  of  offending,  which  at  its  wornr  oonstitoteii  a  mere  picoadillo, 
which  oonld  have  been  overlooked  withont  doing  nny  injnry  to  the  Order  at 
lart^e.  nnd  ▼iwitn  npon  the  iunocent'iiud  gnilty  alike  the  higheet  penalty  known 
to  the  MuHOuicliiw.  inteidic  ion  of  intercoarHe. 

LbaTe  examined  with  care  the  queation  as  to  the  legality  of  the  adoption  of 
the  ritnal  of  the  Red  Grose  and  Templar  Orders  at  St.  Lonis,  and  have  readied 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  snch  observance  of  the  eonstitntional  require- 
ments as  to  make  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  obligatory  npon  any 
one;  in  other  words  it  was  an  absolnte  nnllity.  Section  67  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  contains  a  proviso  to  theelfect^  **that  any  member  in- 
tending to  snbmit  a  motion  relative  to  a  change  of  the  couetiiation,  staintes  or 
rituals,  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  at  least  fonr 
months  before  the  dav  on  which  the  Conclave  shall  be  held,  at  which  suck 
snbject  is  to  be  discussed,  and  notice  therepf  shall  be  inserted  in  the  summcHis; 
olhenoite  no  tuck  motion  shall  be  miettuwed.'"  No  such  notice  was  given,  and  of 
course  no  mention  of  any  proposed  shuuge  in  the  riiunl  was  made  in  the  sum- 
mons, hence  it  was  your  duty  as  Grand  Master,  to  have  ruled  out  of  order  any 
proposition  to  change  the  ritnal  at  St.  Loui^.  I  assume,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
that  this  was  a  mere  oversight,  and  that  there  was  no  intention  upon  the  part  of 
any  one  to  commit  a  wrong,  bat  that  does  not  alter  the  facts  or  make  valid  an 
act  otherwise  invalid. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  action  at  San  Francisco  was  tanamoont  to  the 
notice  required  to  be  given  in  Section  67.  But  this  cannot  be  bo,  for  not  CTen 
nnanimoos  consent  would  have  the  effect  to  set  aside  the  natural,  plain  and 
obvious  signification  of  this  provision,  and  there  could  be  no  substitute  for 
the  mode  of  procedure  laid  duwn  by  it.  Even  a  formal  vote,  if  it  had  been 
taken,  would  not  have  had  ihe  effect  to  suspend  a  provision  of  the  constitution, 
and  it  can  only  be  nmended  or  abrogated  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  its 
terms.  While  section  67  remains,  there  can  be  no  change  in  the  rituals  until 
all  its  provisions  are  ot)Perved,  and  every  Templar  who  consents  to  such  a 
change  violates  his  vows.  Come,  let  us  reason  together,  and  as  the  result  of 
such  consideration,  are  you  not  forced  to  the  conviction  that  in  attempting 
to  coerce  the  Templars  of  Iowa  into  using  this  new  ritual  that  you  are  not 
only  violating  your  own  solemn  vows,  but  seeking  also  to  compel  them  to 
violate  their  solemn  oMi^ations  ? 

Suppose,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  section  67  are  held  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently complied  with — a  presumption  scarcely  admissible — by  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  page  285,  proceedings  1888,  in  referring  the  report  of  the 
Ritnal  Committee  to  the  next  Grand  Encampment,  which  was  done  with  in- 
structions to  the  committee,  *'  to  revise  and  arrange  in  dramatic  form,  with 
proper  rubrics,  adaptiu)£  them  for  practical  use  in  conferring  the  orders."  This 
duty  was  performed  by  the  committee  in  such  a  way  that  the  work  came  from 
its  hands,  at  St.  Louis,  practically,  as  an  entirely  new  production,  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  printed  copies  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members  did  not 
correspond  with  ihe  manuscript  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  so 
many  particulars  that  the  printed  copies  were  generally  discarded  as  useless 
by  the  few  who  were  snpplied  with  them.  If,  then,  in  the  interval  between  the 
printing  and  submission  of  its  work  to  the  Grand  Encampment  it  received  so 
thorough  a  revision  as  to  be  beyond  recognition  as  the  original  work  of  the 
committee,  how  can  it  be  claimed  to  be  the  ritual  considered  in  the  Grand  En- 
campment at  San  Francisco  ?  and  if  it  was  not  the  same,  to  every  intent  and 
purpose!  hy  what  process  of  reasoning  can  it  be  said  to  dispense  with  the  neces- 
sity for  giving  notice  in  the  summons  of  the  proposed  introduction — tanta- 
mount to  Ibe  notice  required  by  the  constitution  to  be  given  f 
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By  your  order  of  March  21  Bt,  1888,  yoQ  ordered  and  required  that  the  sey"  • 

€ral  Ccmmanderiea  in  lova  ehonld  **  adopt,  nse  and  atriotly  conform  to  the 

said  riinala  and  none  other.''      Yonr  authority  for  thia  was,  of  oonrae,  founded 

on  a  belief  ibat  a  Bitnal  bad  been  constitntionally  adopted,  for  yon  mnat  have 

known  that  a  statute  of  the  Grand  Encampment  prohibits  in  terms  the  Grand 

Master  from  alterinfi^  or  abridging  the  Ritual.    Ibe  **  RituaP'  referred  to  in 

this  was  the  one  at  that  time  in  use  by  the  several  Grand  Coiumanderies.    The 

Grand  Encampment  not  having  f^npercfdrd'that  used  in  Iowa,  or  that  used  in 

this  Jurisdiction,  it  follows  that  yon  are  forbidden  from  interferinic  with  either 

in  the  premises  ;  in  other  words,  it  is  a  matter  entirely  within  the  province  of 

the  several  Grand  Commanderies  to  regulate,  and  your  Edict,  resting  upon  a 

false  premise,  cannot  be  too  quickly  recalled . 

If  I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  failed  to  impress  upon  your  mind  a 
conviction  of  the  illegality  of  your  ordirr  and  edict,  I  beg  of  you  to  consider 
whether  in  proceeding  to  such  an  extreme  measure  of  coercion  the  evil  is  not 
likely  to  far  exceed  any  possible  good  which  could  come  fromvuch  a  measure. 
The  Grand  Commandery  cf  Iowa  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  bodies  of  gentle- 
men which  assembles  anywhere  upon  the  face  of  God*s  foot  stoul.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  that  they  can  be  captious  in  this  matter  ;  indeed,  the  very  language 
employed  by  them  in  discussing  the  question  is  anything  but  rebellious  and 
treasonable,  as  your  edict  charges.  They  say  "the  Grand  Commandery  of  the 
State  of  Iowa  does  not  question  the  power  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  pre- 
scribe the  entire  Ritual  of  this  Order.''  and  then^  as  the  result  of  their  oonolu- 
sions,  they  submit  the  question  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  the  '*  next  Triennial 
Conclave."  Surely,  if  this  is  *^  disloyally ''  and  **  rebellion,"  we  are  all 
traitors  who  presume  to  doubt  the  legality  of  any  statute,  and  without  being 
guilty  of  treason  there  could  be  nothing  but  blind  submission  to  all  the  vaga- 
ries of  legislative  bodies. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  personal  regard  and  of  veneration  for  your 
high  office,  I  beg  leave.  Most  Eminent  Sir,  to  sabsoribe  myself) 

Courteously  yours, 

FREDERIC  SPEED.  Grand  Commander. 
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8iB  Fbbdbbxo  Speed Vicksbarg Grand  Oommander. 

8iB  J.  ^.  Hats Viokeborg Deputy  Orand  Commander. 

Sib  J.  E.  Leigh Colnmbas Grand  Generalissimo. 

8xB  Wm.  H.  Stbwabt Natchez Grand  Captain  General. 

Rbt.  Sib  H.  R.  Singleton.  . .  Natohez Grand  Prelate. 

SiB  W.  A.  BoDENHAMEB Okolona Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  CO.  Roes Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sib  James  T.  Mbaok  Lexington' Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Powbb  Jackson Grand  Recorder 

Sib  Wm.  Riohabds Satartia Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  J  A.  Rainwatbb. Sardis Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  C.  W.  Bolton Pontotoc  Grand  Warder. 

Sib  Wm.  Mubbt Yicksborg Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Templab  Law— B.  T.  Kimbrough,  Oxford;  Wm.  G  Paxton,  Vioksbnrg;  G.  W. 
Cox,  Columbus. 

Fba^tbbnal  Cobbbspondenob — E  Qeo.  DeLap,  Natohez. 
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Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave. 


IHB   QRA.ND    OOMMANDERY    KNIGHTS   TEMPLAR    OF    Mis- 
sissippi   ookivened   in   its  Twenty-Ninth   Annaal    Conolaye,  in   the 
Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Meridian,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of 
Febroary,  A.  D.  1889,  A.  0.  771,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 
On  calling  the  rolU  the  following  Grand  OflQcers   answered  to  their  names  : 

Fbbdbbio  Spbbd R.'.  E/.  Grand  Commander. 

J.  J.  Hayes V.*.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

T.  £.  Lkiqh R.*.  £.' .  Grand  Generalissimo. 

WiiiLiAK  RioHABDS as  R.*.  £.'.  Grand  Captain- General. 

J.  A  B,  JoNxs as  Rev.*.  Grand  Prelate. 

Chas.  T.  CHAMBiBLAni  ss  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Treasurer. 

J.   h.  PowBB R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Recorder. 

W.  A.  BoDENHAMBB R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

C.  C  Ross R. '.  E. '.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Jas.  C.  Fbbmoh as  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

J.  A.  Bainwatbb R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

C.  W.  Bolton R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Warder. 

Wm.  S.  Patton,  p.  G  C, as  R...  E.*.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Absent — Sir  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Grand  Captain- General ;  Rev.  Sir  H.  R.  Sin- 
gleton, Grand  Prelate  ;  Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Grand  Treasurer ;  Sir  Wm.  Mur- 
ray, Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Past  Gband  Commandbbs  Pbbsbnt — Wm.  S.  Patton,  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  M. 
Savery,  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

Also  present  in  addition  to  Representatives  of  Commanderies,  a  number  of 
▼isititig  Sir  Knights. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  duly  opened,  and  the  presence  of  a  quorum 
having  been  announced,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  declared  ready  for  busi* 
ness. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  appointed  as  the  Committee  on  Credentials  : 
Sirs  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  S.  B.  Brown,  Jas.  C.  French,  who  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Rbpbbsbntativbs    Pbbsbnt. 

To  THE  Gband  Coumandbbt  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the  follow- 
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ing  Sir  Knights  in  attendance  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Representatives  of  the 
Commanderies  named  : 

Mississippi,  No.  1 — 

J.  L.  Power,  P.  E.  0.,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

Wm.  G.  Pazton,  P.  G.  C,  P-  £.  C,  Representatiye. 

RosAUE,  No.  5 — 

Jas.  C.  French,  Generalissimo,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander^ 

St.  Otb,  No.  6— 

S.  6.  Brown,  Eminent  Commander. 

DbMolat,  No.  8 — 

J.  E.  Leigh,  Eminent  Commander. 

B.  A.  Vanghan,  P>  G.  C,  Generalissimo. 

Iyamhoe,  No.  10 — 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  E.  C,  Eminent  Commander. 

C<EUB  Dx  Lion,  No.  18 — 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  P.  E.  C,  Representative. 

There  are  no  Representatives  or  reports  from  Lexington,  No.  8,  Winona,  No, 
7,  and  Grenada  No.  16.     The  return  of  Canton,  No.  12,  has  been  received,  bnt- 
the  Eminent  Commander  reports  that  he  is  physically  anable  to  be  present. 

Courteously  submitted, 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER, 
S.  B.  BROWN, 
J.  C.  FRENCH, 

Committee. 


The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  proceeded  to  read  his  address,  as  follows  : 

GRAND    COMMANDER'S   ADDRESS. 

Bib  Knights  oe  thb  Gband  Commandebt  of  Mississippi: 

At  yonr  last  Annual  Conclave  the  question  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
this  Conclave  was  referred  for  determination  to  the  Commanderies  to  be  voted 
upon  before  September  1st.  If  a  majority  should  be  in  favor  of  meeting  at  a 
different  time  and  place  from  the  other  Grand  Bodies,  then  the  Conclave  was 
to  be  held  at  Vicksburg  in  April,  *'  all  failing  to  vote  to  be  counted  in  the 
aflGlrmative."  The  proceedings  not  having  been  distributed  until  after  moat  of 
the  Commanderies  had  ceased  work  for  the  summer  months,  but  four  consid- 
ered the  question,  two  voting  affirmatively  and  the  other  two  voting  negatively. 
Correspondence  developing  the  fact  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  majority  of 
Representatives  thut  the  Conclave  should  be  held  at  this  time  and  place,  I 
directed  the  Grand  Recorder  to  give  notice  accordingly,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  my  own  preference  was  for  '^disconnecting*'  the  meeting.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  secare  that  degree  of  attention  to  business 
which  the  interests  of  the  Order  demand  while  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
members  is  diverted  by  the  duties  devolving  upon  us  as  members  of  the  other' 
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two  bodieB,  more  especially  as  many  of  ns  are  then  ooonpied  as  officers  or 
engaged  upon  important  committee  work,  which,  if  faithfully  performed, 
leaves  little  or  no  time  for  other  engagements.  Under  such  circamstanoes  the 
Oommandery  is  subordinated  and  overshadowed,  and  its  work  at  best  imper- 
fectly performed.  The  Oonstitation  requires  that  "the  stated  meetings  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  shall  be  held  annually  at  sooh  time  and  place  as  each 
Grand  Conclave  may  determine,  and  special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
Grand  Commander  at  his  discretion."  The  officers  are  to  be  elected  at  the 
Annual  Conclave,  reports  received  and  much  matter  disposed  of  "vhich  cannot 
be  considered  at  a  Special  Conclave,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  you 
should  first  consider  and  determine  the  question  as  to  whether  we  are  now 
assembled  in  Annual  Conclave  or  in  a  Special  Conclave  summoned  by  the 
Grand  Commander.  It  is  not  my  province  to  decide  whether  a  resolution 
which,  by  its  express  terms,  determined  where  and  when  the  Conclave  should 
be  held,  was  not  adopted  because  the  Commanderies,  through  misapprehension 
or  neglect,  gave  it  operative  effect  by  failing  to  vote  upon  the  question  sub- 
mitted for  their  determination.  It  might  be  that  even  a  majority  did  not  vote 
because  all  failing  to  vote  **were  to  be  counted  as  voting  in  the  affirmative,** 
and  if  so  I  would  be  exercising  a  veto  power,  which  is  not  vested  }in  the  Grand 
Commander.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  provision  in  our  Constitution  or  that 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  determining  when  the  Annual  Conclave  is  to  be 
held,  in  the  event  that  a  time  and  place  is  not  fixed  at  the  preceding  Conclave. 
If  you  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  not  the  Annual  Conclave  I  con- 
oeive  that  it  is  competent  for  you  to  now  proceed  and  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
the  next  Annual  Conclave,  because  this  is  certainly  a  "Grand  Conclave'*  within 
ihe  letter,  though  perhaps  not  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  although  it  may 
possibly  not  be  ^the  Annual  Grand  Conclave,*'  owing  to  defective  legislation, 
or  perhaps  I  ought  to  say,  improvident  legislation,  for  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  resolution  are  clear  enough  even  for  the  most  defective  understanding 
Jt  will  be  observed  that  the  wording  of  the  Constitution  is  that  the  time  and 
place  of  '^stated  meetings'*  is  to  be  fixed  **a8  each  Grand  Conclave  shall  deter- 
mine.'* I  presume  that  this  was  intended  to  mean  the  Annual  Grand  Conclave, 
but  if  we  become  too  technical  in  our  construction  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  to 
ftvoid  adjourning  to  meet  in  Yicksburg  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  April 
next. 

OHBI8TMA8. 

I  have  always'regretted  that  the  custom  of  observing  the  great  festivals  of 
the  Christian  year  does  not  prevail  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  believe  that  if  we 
made  more  of  our  Templar  privileges  than  we  do,  that  the  Order  in  all  its 
branches  would  be  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition.  In  Masonry,  as  with 
ohildren,  the  homely  saying  that  ^^all  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy*' 
is  applicable.  In  former  days,  when  Masonry  was  more  esteemed  than  it  now 
is,  the  social  element  was  cultivated  and  the  brethren  were  taught  not  only  how 
to  work  but  how  to  play.  Christmas,  uniting  as  it  does,  the  religious  with  the 
«ocial  features  of  Templarism,  seems  an  appropriate  occasion  for  drawing 
nearer  to  each  other  and  for '  fraternal  congratulation  and  the  expression  of 
mutual  good  will  and  fellowship.      Our  good  friend  and  Eminent  Frater,  Sir 
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Stephen  B«rry,  for  a  nam ber  of  years  past  has  oonrteonsly  invited  Knights 
Templars  to  join  in  forming  Knightly  oiroles  at  noon  on  the  Festival  of  the 
Nativity  of  oar  Blessed  Lord  and  Master,  at  which  time  a  libation  pledging  the 
Grand  Master  of  Templars  and  wishing  him  long  life  and  happiness  has  been 
drank.  It  oooarred  to  me  that  the  occasion  might  be  appropriately  taken 
advantage  of  by  oar  Gommanderies  to  bring  all  their  membership  together  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  few  moments  of  Christmas  cheer  and  in  adoration  of  oar 
Divine  Eedeemer,  and  I  therefore  addressed  the  following  ciroalar  letter  to 
each  Sir  Knight  in  the  Jarisdiction  : 


OFFIG£  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER 
GRAND  COMMANDERT  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR 

Statk  of  Mississippi. 


•1 


ViOKSBUBO,  Deobmbbb  8d,  18(^8. 
My  DbJlB  Sib  Knioht: 

Oar  good  friend  and  Eminent  Frater,  Sir  Stephen    Berry,   of  Maine,  has 
again  had  the  goodness  to  invite  as  to  join  in  forming  Knightly   Circles, 
wherever  Knight  Templars  are  dispersed  at  noon,  on  the  festival   of   the  Na- 
tivity of  oar  blessed  Lord  and  Master,   and  in  a  libation  pledging  the  Grand 
Master  of  Templars,  General  Charles  Rooms,  and  wishing  him  long   life  and 
happiness,  the  sentiment  to  be: 
**  To  the  Grand  Master  of  American  Templars. " 
To  which  the  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response: 
*To  the  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  Great  Britian   and  Ireland,   and    the 
Grand  Master  of  Canadian  Templars." 

When  oar  Master  said:  "Thoa  shall  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart  and  with  all  thy  soal  and  with  all  thy  mind,''  He  also  said  "Thoa  shall 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  The  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  brotherhood 
are  the  great  fandamental  principles  apon  which  Freemasonry  is  batlt,  and 
Templary,  cherishing  and  sapplementing  these,  bids  as  draw  near  with  faith 
the  empty  sepalchre  of  oar  Ascended  Redeemer,  and  offer  ap  the  devotions  of 
pare  and  contrite  hearts,  and  teaches  as  the  daty  of  charity  and  hospitality.  It  is 
then  eminently  fitting  that  on  Christmas  day,  when  all  the  world  shoald  re- 
joice in  the  advent  of  the  Savioar,  and  bow  with  ancovered  heads  before  Bethle- 
hem's manger,  that  we  as  Knights  Templars  should  meet  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  all  that  the  day  commemorates,  and  aroond  hospitable  boards  renew 
oar  pledges  of  fraternal  love  and  affection.  Let  me,  then,  coarteoasly  arge 
apon  all  of  yoa  wherever  two  or  three  can  be  gathered  together,  in  His  name, 
to  assemble  yonrselves  either  in  yoarAsylams,  or  elsewhere  as  convenience  may 
dictate,  and  to  observe  the  day  with  sacb  moderation  as  befits  the  high  charac- 
ter of  oar  profession  as  Christian  Knights  and  gentlemen. 

Wishing  yoa  and  yoars  health,    happiness,   prosperity  and  many  happy  re 
turns,  the  Grand  Commander  sends  you  Christmas  greeting. 


As  the  year  is  drawing  to  a  close,  permit  me,  as  Grand  Commander,  cour- 
teously  to  ask  whether  you  can  answer  your  conscience,  and  say  that  you  have 
performed  all  the  duties  of  Knighthood  during  the  twelve  months  which  are 
now  so  near  their  close?  Is  your  Commandery  alive,  and  hai  its  doors  been 
opened  whenever  duty  demanded  the  presence  of  the  Knights?  Have  you  indi- 
vidually been  present  and  encouraged  others  to  attend  its  conclaves?  Have  you 
paid  your  dues  and  urged  the  other  members  to  pay  theirs?  Do  you  always  re- 
member that  whatever  apathy  others  may  show  does  not  excuse  neglect  upon 
your  part?  But  above  all,  and  before  all,  do  you  have  a  lively  remembrance 
of  the  solemn  fact  that  the  pledges  of  Knighthood  are  for  all  time,  and  not  until 
this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  will  you   receive   your   discharge? 
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Have  those  pledges  been  kept?    The  answer  is  not  for  me,  bat   for   yoar  own 
heart  and  oonsoienoe. 


Perhaps  yoo  are  not  getting  all  the  benefits  of  Templary,  and  if  so,  yoa  may 
welcome  a  few  suggestions  from  me: 

Are  the  social  Tirtnes  onltivated  amongst  the  members  of  your  Command- 
ery,  and  do  yon  display  hospitality  towards  one  another?  Does  yoar  heart 
warm  toward  those  who  are  of  the  hoa^ehold  of  faith,  and  do  yoa  endeavor  to 
make  yoar  fraters  feel  that  yoa  are  indeed  a  Brother  in  all  that  the  name 
implies? 

Does  yoar  Gommandery  actaH  if  it  were  all  the  world  of  Templary,  and  that 
onteide  of  its  Asylam  there  is  nothing  worth  caltivating  and  cherishing?  In 
brief,  have  yon  displayed  hospitality  towards  your  friends  and  neighbors  in 
other  Commanderies  located  near  to  yoars?  If  not,  let  me  recommend  yoa  to 
practice  hospitality.  Eat  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this  water  to  refresh  thee, 
was  the  greeting  of  old.  It  needs  not  be  that  there  shoald  be  a  ^^grand  spread" 
set  oat,  bat  the  Commandery  which  does  not  break  bread  with  its  friends  and 
neighbors,  loses  oue  of  the  greatest  benefits  of  the  organization— for  it  neglects 
to  be  fraternal  and  social,  and  without  this  it  soon  becomes  dead  and  lifeless. 
A.  little  cold  water  and  a  few  crackers  will  answer  every  pnrpose  if  circam- 
stances  do  not  admit  of  more.  It  is  not  necessary  that  there  shoold  be  wine  to 
show  that  yoa  are  cordial  in  wishing  the  Grand  Masters  of  Templars  in 
America,  England  ana  Canada  long  lives  and  happiness,  or  that  yoar  Christ- 
mas greetings  to  yoar  friends  and  neighbors,  and  especially  to  those  who  are 
**poor  fellow-soldiers  of  the  Temple,"  shoald  be  f^enaine  and  hearty. 

Meet,  then,  meet  as  many  Knight  Templars  as  yoa  can  on  Christmas  day, 
and  while  yoa  are  pledging  the  Grand  Master  do  not  forget  to  consider  the 
ways  and  means  of  bnilding  np  yoar  Commandery.  The  coming  session  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  at  the  National  Capital  is  likely  to  surpass  all  previons 
Templar  gntherings,  and  State  pride  dictates  that  Mississippi  shoald  awaken 
from  her  lethargy  and  show  them  that  with  us  Templary  has  more  than  the 
mere  name  to  live,  which  is  oar  reproach. 

Will  yoa  not,  then,  dear  Frater,  consider  whether  yoa  are  not  personally,  in 
some  degree,  responsible  for  the  present  deplorable  condition  of  our  Order  in 
Mississippi,  and  considering,  resolve  that  hencefotth  yoa  will  devote  a  reas- 
onable portion  of  your  energies  to  ''the  noble  and  glorious  work  of  rebuilding 
the  house  of  the  L  ird .''  Courteously  yours, 

Attbst:  FREDERIC  SPEED,  Grand  Commander. 

J.  L.  PowBB,  Grand  Recorder. 

I  am  grateful  to  know  that  in  at  least  some  of  our  Commanderies  the  sug- 
gestion was  cordially  received  and  acted  upon.  Delta  Commandery,  at  Green- 
ville, attended  Divine  service  in  uniform  at  St.  James'  church  and  were  ad- 
dressed by  Rev.  Sir  Cross.  Rosalie  Commandery,  at  Natchez,  attended 
prayers  and  observed  the  day  in  a  social  re-union.  Magnolia  Commandery, 
at  Vicksburg,  also  kept  the  feast.  In  several  ways  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
the  circular  has  been  promotive  of  good,  and  I  trust  that  my  action  may  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

DISPENSATION. 

Atjthe  request  of  Rosalie  Commandery  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  receive 
and  ballot  upon  petitions  at  u  regular  Conclave,  withoat  the  usual  delay,  some 
of  the  petitioners  being  obliged  to  le'ive  the  State  before  the  next  stated  Con- 
clave would  be  held.  Although  there  is  no  doubt  that  under  Section  74,  of 
the  Rules  and  Edicts,  the  Grand  Commander  has  full   authority  for  granting 


S  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1889 

such  a  dispensation,  I  had  some  misgivings  as  to  its  propriety,  bat  all  snoh 
doubts  were  removed  by  the  well  known  fact  that  within  the  ranks  of  Rosalie 
there  is  snoh  an  array  of  Masonic  virtue  and  wisdom  as  to  render  it  certain 
that  no  mistake  wonld  be  made;  indeed,  the  fact  that  the  application  was 
signed  by  that  doughty  Knight,  '^The  Colonel,**  whose  well  earned  fame  hath 
apread  both  far  and  wide,  not  only  for  acts  of  chaiity  and  pure  beneficence,  but 
also  ^'as  the  Grand  American  Objector"  to  all  Masonic  vagaries,  was  in  itself 
sufficent  to  overcome  any  scruples  upon  my  part. 

INSTALLATION. 

March  5, 1888,1  installed  Sir  William  Murray  as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 
in  the  presence  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2, 

DBIiTA   OOHMANDEBl. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Lexington  and  Magnolia  Oommanderiee,  it 
being  doubtful  which  was  the  nearest  to  Greenville,  March  12;  1888,  I  granted 
a  dispensation  to  Sir  Knights  Samuel  W.  Ferguson,  William  Starling,  George 
E.  Billingsley,  E.  N.  Thomas  and  John  P.  Finley,  of  Si  Elmo  Commandery, 
No.  16,  of  Memphis,  Tennn.,  W.  P.  MoBath,  of  Paris  Commandery,  No.  9,  of 
Paris,  Texas,  E.  F.  Sohuler,  late  of  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  and 
Daniel  B.  Head  and  King  Dorwart,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  to  form 
and  open  a  Commandery  of  Knighte  Templars  at  Greenville,  Washington 
eounty,  under  the  name  of  Delta  Commandery.  I  appointed  William  Starling 
Eminent  Commander,  King  Dorwart,  Generalise,  and  Samuel  W.  Ferguson, 
Captain-General.  The  new  or^i^anization  starts  under  the  most  favorable  auspices, 
is  fully  equipped  and  uniformed,  and  has  already  conferred  the  orders  upon  a 
number  of  candidates.  Stationed  in  a  new  and  flourishing  community,  oharae- 
terized  by  push  and  energy,  I  doubt  not  but  that  Delta  will  soon  rank  amongst 
the  most  prosperous  of  our  Commanderies.  Application  will  be  made  for  a 
charter  at  the  Grand  Conclave — which  I  recommend  be  granted. 

XDIOT  OF  THB   OBAND  MA8TBB. 

On  the  1 9th  day  of  June  last  I  received  the  following  Edict  of  the  Most 
Eminent  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR) 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.     [ 

Offiox  of  thx  Gband  Mastkb,  No    4  Ibvino  PXiAOz,  Nxw  Yobk.  ; 

To  Alij  Gband  Commandebies  and  All  Subobdinatb  Commandbbibs  holding 
Chabtxbs  fbom  THB  Gband  Enoampvent  of  Knights  Templab  of  thx  Unitbd 
States  of  Amxbioa: 

Whebbas,  At  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  United  States  of  America,  held  in  the  city  of  St  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1886.  the  Ritual  then  and  there  adopted 
was  declared  to  be  the  only  authorized  Ritual  to  be  used  in  conferring  the 
orders  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Knights  Templar  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  Grand  Encampment,  and  it  was  declared  that  the  order  adopting  the  same 
should  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1887  ;  and 

Whebxas,  The  Grand  Encampment  did  further  provide  that  copies  of  said 
Rittial  should  be  sent  to  the  several  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies 
throughout  the  United  States  ;  and, 
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Whkbbas,  After  oopiee  of  said  anthorized  Rttnal  had  been  nent  to  the  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Grand  Oominandery  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  by  him  distribu- 
ted to  the  several  Commanderiee  within  said  State,  the  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Grand  Gommandery  of  the  State  of  Iowa  did  recall  the  said  Rituals  from 
said  Gommanderies  and  ased  the  same  to  be  returned  to  said  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  and, 

Whbbkas,  The  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa,  at  its  staled  annual  conclave 
held  on  the  sixth  day  of  October,  1887,  did  confirm  the  action  of  said  Grand 
Commander,  and  did  disregard  and  assume  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  taken  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1886, 
adopting  said  Ritual  and  ordering  the  distribution  thereof ;  and, 

Whbbbas,  Thereafter,  on  the  twenty-first  (2Ist)  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1888,  I 
Charles  Roome,  as  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  Uuited  States,  did 
declare*  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  to  be  null  and 
Toid  and  of  no  effect,  and  did  order  and  require  the  Grand  Commander  of 
Iowa  to  cause  the  said  Rituals  to  be  reissued  to  the  several  Commanderies  un< 
der  the  jnribdiotion  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  each  of  them,  and 
that  from  the  time  of  such  reissue  they  and  every  of  them  should  adopt,  use 
and  strictly  conform  to  the  said  Rituals  and  none  other  ;  and, 

Whbbbas,  The  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State 
of  Iowa  has  refused,  and  still  absolutely  refuses,  to  conform  to  and  obey  the 
mandate  of  the  Grand  Encampment  requiring  the  distribution  of  said  Rituals, 
and  the  order  issued  by  me  as  aforesaid  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1888: 

Now,  THBBBFOBB,  I,  Charlcs  Roome,  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested,  by  these 
presents  declare  the 

Gbaud  Commandbby  of  Iowa  and  all  Sib  Knights  in  its  Obbdibnob 

to  be  in  a  state  of  dialoyaUy  and  rebellion,  contrary  to  their  vows  as  Knights 
Templar  and  their  promised  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

And  until  this  order  is  revoked  I  interdict  all  Templar  intercourse  between 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience  and  the 
loyml  Knighis  Templars  of  the  United  States. 

Let  this  order  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  lines  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
after  its  receipt. 

Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  New  Tork,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1888,  A.  O.  770. 

CHARLES  ROOME,  Grand  Master. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  Edict  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  I  do,  by  his  order,  certify  the  same 
to  you  ;  and. 

In  Tbstimont  Thbbeof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  the 
Seal  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  this  second  day  of  June, 
A.  D.  1888,  A.  O.,  770. 

WILLIAM  B.  ISAACS,  Grand  Recorder. 

Regarding  this  edict  as  an  absolute  nulity,  I  declined  to  promulgate  it  with- 
in our  Jurisdiction,  and  at  once  entered  my  solemn  protest  against  the  usur- 
pation by  the  Grand  Master  of  powers  not  vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  addressing  to  him  the  following  letter  and  pro- 
test : 
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OFFICE  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER. 
GRAND  COMMANDERY  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR 

State  of  Mibsisbippi. 

VioKBBUBO,  June  25,  1888. 

Gbmbbal  CHABiiBs  RooMB,  M.*.  E.'.  ^Gbamd  Mabtbb  or  Kbights  TBHPI.AB,  New 

ToEK  : 

Moat  Eminent  Sir  and  Frater  : — I  am  only  just  in  recept  of  yonr  Edict,  dated 
May  28th  last,  in  which  you  'Hnterdict  all  lemplar  intercoarse  between  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Knights  in  its  obedience,  and  the  loyal 
Knights  Templar  in  the  United  States,"  and  have  given  to  the  same  that  matnre 
consideration  which  its  importance  and  the  high  sonrce  from  which  it  emanates 
demands. 

Acting  under  a  solemn  sense  of  my  obligations  both  as  a  knif;ht  Templar 
and  as  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi,  I  respectfoUy 
and  coarteonnly  enter  this  my  Knightly  protest  againt  snch  a  usurpation  of 
power  by  the  Grand  Master  : 
I  Pbotxst  : 

1.  That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  confers  no  authority 
upon  the  Grand  Master  to  pursue  coercive  measures  against  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

2.  That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  confers  no  authority 
upon  the  Grand  Master  to  interdict  intercourse  between  Grand  Commanderies 
or  the  Knights  of  their  obedience. 

8.  That  said  Edict  is  founded  in  an  erroneous  assumption  that  a  ritual  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa  is  in  duty  bound  to  observe,  Whereas  in  fact  no  ritual  has  ever  been  con- 
stitutionally adopted  by  that  body. 

4.  That  said  Edict  is  founded  in  error,  in  this:  that  the  record  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  no  where  discloses  the  fact  that  the  ritual  upon  which  the  Grand 
Master's  order  of  the  2lBt  day  of  March.  1888,  is  based,  has  been  adopted  by 
the  vote  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  the  Grand  Master  being  wholly  without  any  power  to  make  and 
enforce  the  adoption  of  a  ritual,  said  order  of  the  21st  day  of  March,  1888, 
is  a  usurpation  of  powers  not  inherent  in  his  office,  and  said  order  was  without 
legal  effect  and  was  not  binding  upon  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

5.  Tha^  said  Edict  attempts  in  the  face  of  a  prohibitory  constitutional 
provision  to  "affect  the  standing  in  the  order''  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  whose  Knightly  privileges  it  attempts  to 
arrest. 

6.  That  said  Edict  is  virtually  a  trial  and  condemnation  of  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery and  fifty  Subordinate  Commanderies  with  a  membership  of  1860 
Templars,  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  which  had  any  voice  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Commandery,  without  charges  and  without  a  trial,  and  is 
utterly  repugnant  to  every  sense  of  Masonic  justice  and  usages,  which  insure 
even  those  accused  of  crime,  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing  by  their  fellows, 
before  condemnation. 

7.  That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  in  seeking  to  test  the 
question  of  the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  adopting 
said  ritual,  which  it  denies  was  in  legal  effect  adopted,  was  not  as  alleged  in 
said  Edict,  *'a  state  of  disloyalty  and  rebellion,*'  but  only  an  attempt,  upon  its 
part,  to  "support  and  maintain  the  constitution,''  as  its  members  had  solemnly 
vowed  they  would  do. 

8.  That  said  Edict  is  an  attempted  subversion  of  the  inherent  powers  of  a 
Grand  Commandery  to  supervise,  regulate  and  control  the  work  of  its  own 
Subordinates,  in  the  eiercise  of  which  powers  it  was  its  duty  to  prevent  the 
loss  and  destruction  of  its  ritual  by  the  substitution  of  another  which  has  been 
pronounced  by  a  learned  committee  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee, 
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to  oontain  **the  most  palpable  erron,  omiBsionB,  iitcongmities,  bad  grammar, 
veak  ceremonials  and  misquotations  of  the  H0I7  Soriptores,"  and  which  it  had 
the  strongest  reasons  for  maintaining,  had  not  received  the  sanction,  in  a  con- 
stitntional  mode,  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

9.  That  said  Edict  imposes  a  punishment  wholly  disproportioned  to  the 
alleged  degree  of  offending,  which  at  its  worst  oonstitotes  a  mere  piccadillo, 
which  coald  have  been  overlooked  without  doing  any  injary  to  the  Order  at 
large,  and  visits  npon  the  innocent  and  gnilty  alike  the  highest  penalty  known 
to  the  Masonic  law,  interdiction  of  intercourse. 


I  have  examined  with  care  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the  adoption  of 
the  ritual  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Templar  orders  at  St.  Louis,  and  have  reached 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  such  observance  of  the  constitutional  require- 
ments  as  to  make  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  obligatory  upon  any 
one;  in  other  words  it  was  an  absolute  nullity.  Section  67  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  contains  a  proviso  to  the  effect,  **that  any  member  in- 
tending to  submit  a  motion  relative  to  a  change  of  the  constitution,  statutes 
or  rituals,  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  to  the'  Grand  Recorder,  at  least 
four  months  before  the  day  on  which  the  Conclave  shall  be  held,  at  which  such 
subject  is  to  be  discussed,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  inserted  in  the  summons; 
otk&rwiae  no  meh  moiion  thall  bt  eniertainedJ*  No  such  notice  was  given,  and  of 
course  no  mention  of  any  proposed  change  in  the  ritual  was  mpde  in  the  sum- 
mons, hence  it  was  your  duty  as  Grand  Master,  to  have  ruled  out  of  order  any 
proposition  to  change  the  ritual  at  St.  Louis.  I  assume,  aa  a  matter  of  course, 
that  this  was  a  mere  oversight,  and  that  there  was  no  intention  upon  the  part 
of  any  one  to  commit  a  wrong,  but  that  does  not  alter  the  facts  or  make  valid 
an  act  otherwise  invalid. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  action  at  San  Francisco  was  tantamount  to  the 
notice  required  to  be  given  in  Section  67.  But  this  cannot  be  so,  for  not  even 
unanimous  consent  would  have  the  effect  to  set  aside  the  natural,  plain  and 
obvious  signification  of  this  provision,  and  there  could  be  no  substitute  for  the 
mode  of  procedure  laid  down  by  it.  Even  a  formal  vote,  if  it  had  been  taken, 
would  not  have  had  the  effect  to  suspend  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  and  it 
can  only  be  amended  or  abrof^ated  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  its  terms. 
While  section  67  remnins,  there  can  be  no  change  in  the  rituals  until  all  its 
provisions  are  observed,  and  every  Templar  who  consents  to  such  a  change 
violates  his  vows.  Gome,  let  us  reason  together,  and  as  the  result  of  such 
consideration,  are  you  not  forced  to  the  conviction  that  in  attempting  to  coerce 
the  Templars  of  Iowa  into  using  this  new  ritual  that  you  are  not  only  violating 
your  own  solemn  vows,  but  seeking  also  to  compel  them  to  violate  their  solemn 
obligations  f 

Suppose,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  section  67  are  held  to  have  been 
sufficiently  complied  with — a  presumption  scarcely  admissible — by  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  page  285,  proceedings  1883,  in  referring  the  report 
of  the  Ritual  Committee  to  the  next  Grand  Encampment,  which  was  done  with 
instructions  to  the  committee,  "to  revise  and  arrange  in  dramatic  form,  with 
proper  rubrics,  adapting  them  for  practical  use  in  conferring  the  orders."  This 
duty  was  performed  by  a  committee  in  such  a  way  that  the  work  came  from 
its  hands,  at  St.  Louis,  practically,  as  an  entirely  new  production,  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  printed  copies  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  did  not 
correspond  with  the  manuscript  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  so 
many  particulars  that  the  printed  copies  were  generally  discarded  as  useless 
by  the  few  who  were  supplied  with  them.  If,  then,  in  the  interval  between  the 
printing  and  submission  of  its  work  to  the  Grand  Encampment  it  received  so 
thorough  a  revision  as  to  be  beyond  recogniiion  as  the  original  work  of  the 
committee,  how  can  it  be  claimed  to  be   the  ritual   considered  in  the  Grand 
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Encampment  at  San  Francieco  ?  and  if  it  was  not  the  same,  to  every  intent  and 
pnrpose,  by  what  process  of  reasoning  can  it  be  said  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  for  giving  notice  in  the  summons  of  the  proposed  introduction — 
tantamount  to  the  notice  required  by  the  constitution  to  be  given  ? 

By  your  order  of  March  21st,  1886,  you  ordered  and  required  that  the  several 
Commanderies  in  Iowa  should  "adopt,  u$:e  and  strictly  conform  to  the  said 
rituals  and  none  other."  Your  authority  for  this  was,  of  course,  founded  on  a 
belief  that  a  Ritual  had  been  constitutionally  adopted,  for  you  must  have 
known  that  a  statute  of  the  Grand  Encampment  prohibits  in  terms  the  Grand 
Master  from  altering  or  abridging  the  Ritual. .  The  ^'Ritual"  referred  to  in  this 
was  the  one  at  that  time  in  use  by  the  several  Grand  Commanderies.  The 
Grand  Encampment  not  having  superceded  that  used  in  Iowa,  or  that  used  in 
this  Jurisdiction,  it  follows  that  you  are  forbidden  from  interfering  with  either 
in  the  premises;  in  other  words,  it  is  a  matter  entirely  within  the  province  of 
the  several  Grand  Commanderies  to  regulate,  and  your  Edict,  resting  upon  a 
false  premise,  cannot  be  too  quickly  recalled. 

If  I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  failed  to  impress  upon  your  mind  a 
conviction  of  the  illegality  of  your  order  and  edict,  I  beg  of  you  to  consider 
whether  in  proceeding  to  such  an  extreme  measure  of  coercion  the  evil  is  not 
likely  to  far  exceed  any  possible  good  which  could  come  from  such  a  measure. 
The  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  bodies  of  (gen- 
tlemen which  assembles  anywhere  upon  the  face  of  God*s  foot-stool.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  that  they  can  be  captious  in  this  matter;  indeed  the  very 
language  employed  by  them  in  dincussing  the  question  is  anything  but  rebel- 
lious and  treasonable,  as  your  edict  charges.  They  say  "the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  the  State  of  Iowa  does  not  question  the  power  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
to  prescribe  the  entire  Ritual  of  this  Order,"  and  then,  as  the  result  of  their 
conclusions,  they  submit  the  question  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  the  "next 
Triennial  Conclave."  Surely,  if  this  is  "disloyalty"  and  "rebellion,"  we  are  all 
traitors  who  presume  to  doubt  the  legality  of  any  statute,  and  without  being 
guilty  of  treason  there  could  be  nothing  but  blind  submission  to  all  the  vaga- 
ries of  legislative  bodies. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  personal  regard  and  of  veneration  for  your 
high  ofQce,  I  beg  leave,  most  Eminent  Sir,  to  subscribe  myself, 

Courteously  yours, 

FREDERIC  SPEED,    Grand  Commander. 

At  the  same  time  I  addressed  the  following  circular  letter  to  our  own  Com- 
manderies and  Grand  Representatives: 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER, 
GRAND  COMMAKDERY  KNIGHTS    TEMPLAR 

StATB   of  MlRSIBSIPPI. 


•! 


VlOKSBUBO,  JUNB  26,  1888. 

To  THB  SXVBBAI.  EmIMENT  CoMMAMDSBS  OF  THB  CoHMlNDEBZBB  SUBOBDZNATB  TO 
THB  GbAND  CoMMANDBBT  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  AMD  TO  THB  GbAND  RePBBSBMTA- 
TIVBS  OF  SAID  GbAND  CoMMAMDBBT  NBAS  THB  SbVBBAIi  GbAND  CoMMANDBBIBS 

IN  THB  Unitbd  Statbs.— GREETING: 

The^Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  after  giving  to  the  subject  all  the  oonsidera- 
ation  which  its  importance  demanded,  at  its  last  Annual  Conclave,  reached  the 
conclusion  that  there  had  been  such  neglect  of  the  necessary  constitutional  re- 
quirements as  to  render  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  the  adoption 
of  the  rituals  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Templar  Orders  utterly  void,  and  resolved 
to  postpone  until  the  next  Triennial  Conclave  their  introduction  and  use 
within  its  jurisdiction.  The  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  although  well 
knowing  that  the  Grand  Commander  had  no  power  to  suspend  the  order  of  his 
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Grand  Gommandery,  and  that  there  would  be  no  Conolave  of  the  Grand, Com- 
mandery  of  Iowa  until  the  18th  day  of  October  next,  on  the  2l9t  day  of 
March,  1888,  declared  *Hhe  aforesaid  act  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa  to 
be  null  and  yoid  and  of  no  effect,  and  did  order  and  reqaire  chd  Grand  Gom- 
mander  of  Iowa  to  caase  the  said  ritaals  to  be  reissued  to  the  several  Gom- 
manderies  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa  and  each 
of  them,  and  that  from  the  time  of  such  reissue  they  and  every  one  of  them 
should  adopt,  use  and  strictly  conform  to  the  said  rituals  and  none  other." 
Which  order  the  Grand  Oommander  was  powerless  to  obey,  being  himself 
under  and  not  above  the  law  of  his  Grand  Gommandery.  Without  waiting  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  to  take  action,  the  Most  Eminent 
Grand  Master,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1888,  A.  O.,  770,  issued  his  Edict  de- 
claring ^'tbe  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience 
to  be  in  a  State  of  disloyalty  and  rebellion,  contrary  to  their  vows  as  Knights 
Templar  and  to  their  promised  allegiance  to  the  Gonstitution  and  Regulations 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,''  and  interdicting  '*all  inter- 
course between  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obe- 
dience and  the  loyal  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States,"  until  his  *^order  is 
revoked."  Being  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  has 
exceeded  his  constitutional  authority  in  the  premises,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
dangerous  precedent  to  admit,  by  the  promulgation  of  said  Edict,  that  it  has 
any  validity  or  is  of  binding  force  anywhere  amongst  Knights  Templar, 
I  have  declined  to  promulgate  the  same  in  this  jurisdiction.  My  reasons  for 
so  doing  are  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  letter  of  protest  and  remon- 
strance, which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master. 

Gonrteously  yours, 

FREDERIG  SPEED,  Grand  Oommander. 

[SiSAU] 

Official: 
J.  L.  FowBB,  Grand  Recorder. 

As  you  are  well  aware  the  question  of  ritual   has  not  troubled  us  to   any 
marked  extent  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  if  the  controversy  which  has  grown  out 
of  the  pretended  adoption  of  rituals  of  the  Red  Gross  and  Templar  Orders  at  Str 
Louis,  were  confined  to  a  mere  choice  between  one  form  of  words  and  another,  it 
would  not  have  enlisted  us  upon  either  side.     Not  that  we  are  indifferent  to  the 
numerous  defects  of  the  new  ritual,  but  simply  because  no  Masonic   principle 
having  be^n  invaded  we  were  willing  to  yield  our  preferences  to  any  lawful  ex- 
pression of  the  wishes  of  the  majority.     It  will  be  recollected  that  we  took  the 
new  rituals  as  a  venture  of  faith,  and  enjoined  their  use  in  this  jurisdiction  be- 
fore one  of  us  had  read  the  completed  work  in  print.     Perhaps  if  we  had   then 
known  how  incomparably  inferior  they  are  to  the  ritual  which  Past  Grand  Gom- 
mander  Hillyer  received  from  Grand  Master  Hubbard,  and  which  is  sometimes 
spoken  of  as  the  '^Stevens  work,"   because  it  was  used  by  R.    B.    Sir   Stevens 
when  he  was  Grand  Commander,  and  which  he  exemplified  so  grandly  when  pre- 
siding as  Oommander  of  Magnolia   Commanderr,   we,  too,  would  have  rebelled 
against  their  use,  but  having  placed   ourselves   incontestibly  right   upon   the 
record, as *^Hruly  loyal*'  to  the  Grand  Encampment — if  blind  submission  means 
loyalty — by  using  the  new  ritual,  it  would  seem  as  if  we  might  have  been  spared 
the  hue  and  cry  which  went  up  in  certain  quarters,  immediately  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of   my   protest  and    letter,  that   ^'Mississippi    had   joined    the  Iowa 
rebels'*  in  their  alleged  disloyalty  to  the  Grand  Encampment.     The  charge,  of 
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oonno,  was  simply  ridiouloos  and  is  soarcel  j  worthy  of  notice,  bot  it  is  lament 
able,  neTerthelees,  that  men  who  ought  to  have  known  belter  used  it  to  prejn* 
dice  the  oaase  of  Iowa  before  the  Masonic  world.  Like  the  cattle-ftah,  whioh 
is  said  to  emit  a  milky  fluid  to  obHcure  its  presence,  these  men  seek  to  obsoare 
the  real  issue  by  sounding  a  cry  which  is  neither  creditable  to  their  intelli- 
gence or  Masonic  integrity.  It  is  not  disloyal  to  resist  usurpation  or  to 
defend  the  fundamental  law  of  the  order  from  prostitution  to  an  un- 
worthy purpose ;  on  the  contrary,  those  who  attack  the  law  -which  they 
-  are  obligated  to  obey  and  seek  to  impair  its  vitality,  are  the  real  traitors, 
guilty  of  ^'disloyalty  and  rebellion,''  and  if  any  one  is  to  have  the  most 
odious  charge  of  treason  made  against  them,  they  are  the  men.  Oicero  vin* 
dicated  the  truth  and  inculcated  the  value  of  the  precept  that  nothing  was 
truly  useful  which  was  not  honest.  It  is  not  honest  to  misstate  the  opinions 
and  actions  of  others,  or  to  impute  to  them  motives  which  their  conduct  does 
not  warrant.  If  any  useful  purpose  has  been  subserved  by  charging  us  with 
"disloyalty  and  rebellion"  because  forsooth  we  were  seeking  to  support  and 
maintain  in  all  its  integrity  the  Constitution  to  which  we  are  assorted  to  be 
disloyal,  I  fail  to  discover  it. 

The  question  of  ritual  sinks  into  insignificance  before  the  real  questions  pre- 
sented by  this  controversy.  The  Grand  Master  has  assumed  the  prerogative  of 
condemning,  unheard  and  without  a  trial,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  one 
Knights  Templar,  but  a  small  fraction  of  whom  by  any  possibility  coald  have 
been  guilty  of  the  odious  offence  with  which  he  charges  them,  viz :  "  disloy- 
alty and  rebellion  contrary  to  their  vows  as  Knights  Templar  and  their  prom- 
ised allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,"  for  they  had  no  voice  in  the  Grand  Commmandery  and 
were  utterly  powerless  to  prevent  its  taking  the  action  which  he  condemns, 
and  for  which  he  has  visited  upon  them  the  highest  grade  of  punishment 
known  to  the  Masonic  law — the  interdiction  of  all  intercourse  between  them 
and  all  loyal  Knights  Templar,  virtual  expulsion*  Since  the  days  when 
men  crouched  before  imperial  Ceesars,  a  more  flagrant  act  of  wrong  and  in- 
justice has  not  been  perpetrated,  and  never  before  were  honorable  men  accused 
of  a  high  crime  with  less  cause.  It  is  incredible  that  any  one  who  has  the 
mental  capacity  to  distinguish  between  right  and  wrong  should  justify  so  mon- 
strous a  wrong,  upon  so  shallow  s  pretext  as  that  the  Iowa  Knights  Templar, 
who  are  not  members  of  their  Grand  Commandery,  were  in  any  degree  guilty 
of  disregarding  their  obligations  to  the  Grand  Encampment;  this,  too,  admit- 
ing,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  the  point  that  the  rituals  were  constitution- 
ally adopted. 

The  Grand  Master  seeks  by  his  order  and  edict  to  coerce  the  Grand  Com 
mandery  of  Iowa  into  the  adoption  of  the  rituals.  Where  does  he  find  a  war- 
rant for  his  action  in  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  f  It  is 
claimed  that  it  is  found  in  Section  XIII.,  where  these  words  occur:  "He  shall 
have  a  watchful  supervision  over  all  Commanderies,  Grand  and  subordinate, 
in  the  United  States,  and  see  that  all  the  constitutional  enactments,  statutes, 
and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  duly  and  promptly  observed,  and 
that  the  work  and  discipline  of  Templar  Masonry  everywhere   are  uniform.*! 
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*  *  Qive  Buoh  inBtmoUon  or  direotions  as  the  good  of  the  order  may  re- 
quire, always  adheriag  to  the  oonstitotioii,  stato  tea,  and  edicts  of  the  Grand 
Enoampmeat.'' 

I  lay  it  down  as  an  inoontrovertible  proposition  that  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Knights  Templar  exists  only  by  virtae  of  a  written  oonstitation  and 
it  possesses  no  powers  not  therein  ennmerated.  Its  officers  are  the  creatures  of 
that  constitution,  and  have  no  traditional  functions,  prerogatiyes,  or  privileges. 

When  the  Grand  Encampment  was  organized  in  1816  there  were  no  State  or 
Grand  Eooampments  in  the  sense  in  which  we  now  use  the  term.  Seven  en- 
campments and  one  council  formed  a  constitution,  and  under  and  by  virtue 
of  that  constitution  the  Grand  Commanderiea  have  been  formed.  Before  the 
creation  of  the  Grand  Eaoampmeat  there  was  no  written  law  of  the  order,  but 
each  organization  was  a  law  unto  itself.  What  law  they  had  they  received,  as 
they  did  their  ritual,  from  Webb,  and  add<)d  such  rules  as  he  gave  them  at  their 
pleasure,  each  independent  of  the  other. 

The  constitution  of  1816  ]and  the  several  amendments,  giving  us  the  instru- 
ment as  we  now  have  it,  is  unique  in  its  conception,  based  upon  a  few  funda- 
mental principles  characteristic  of  the  order,  and  is  more  in  the  nature  of  the 
covenant  of  a  league  than  a  supreme  law.  It  nowhere  gives  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  or  any  of  its  officers,  powers  of  censure,  discipline  or  admoni- 
tion, and  imposes  no  penalties  for  non-compliance  therewith.  It  contains  a 
vow  of  office  for  officers  of  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Gommanderies,  to  sup- 
port and  maintain  its  provisions,  similar  to  that  taken  by  every  Knight  Temp- 
lar upon  his  admission  into  the  order. 

There  is  no  obligation  upon   any   one  to  support  and  maintain   an  enact- 
ment of  the  Grand  Encampment  not  passed  in  accordance  with  its  constitution, 
and  surely   the  daty  of  obedience  to   the  Grand  Master  cannot  stand  upon 
higher  ground  than  that  of  obedience  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  cre- 
ated him.    It  cannot  be  too  emphatically  stated,  even  at  the  expense  of  repe- 
tition, that  outside  of  the  constitution  he  has  no  powers  ;  and  nowhere  in  the 
consritatiou  is  there  one  word  whiah,  even  by  implication,  confers  upon  him 
the  power  of  censure  or  discipline.    He  may  advise,  and  his  advice,  as  the  head 
of  the  order,  should  receive  all  that  respectful  consideration  which  is  due  to  his 
exalted  position.     In  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  suppression  of  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery  he  ought  to  be  sustained   by  the  clearest  and  most  positive  constitu- 
tional warrant,  for  it  is  not  a  matter  which  admits  of  the  exercise  of  a  doubtful 
prerogative  or  which  should  depend  upon  a  doubtful  construction.     If  he  may 
inflict  penalties,  then  the  onstitutton  becomes  a  penal  statute,  ani  we  invoke 
the  rule  of  strict  construction  applicable  to  all  penal  statues.     The  expres- 
sion of  one  thing  is  the  exclusion  of  another  :  the  Grand  Commander,  by  par- 
agraph  5,  section  87,  "may  suspend  from  the  innotions  of  his  office  any  officer 
of  the  Grand  or  Subordinate  Gommandery,  or  arrest  the  Charter  or  Dispensa- 
tion of  H  Gommandery,  but  in  neither  ease  shcUl  such  suspension  affect  the  standing 
in  the  Order  ot  such  officer  or  his  membership  in  the  Gommandery."  The  power 
which  the  Grand  Master  seeks  to  exercise,  so  far  as  it  exists  at  all,  is  vested 
elsewhere;  having  been  given  to  the   Grand  Commander,  it  follows  that  the 
Grand  Master  is  excluded  from  exercising  it,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  expressed 
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in  so  many  words  in  some  other  part  of  the  oonstitntion.  It  is  not  to  be  so 
found.  The  power  does  not  exist  and  was  not  intended  to  exist.  No  sane  man 
wonld  be  willing  to  trast  any  one  man  with  the  exercise  of  snoh  autocratic 
powers  as  are  necessarily  involved  in  the  suppression  of  a  GraniOommander^. 
In  a  republican  country  like  this  it  sounds  like  treason  to  our  political  institu. 
tions  to  hear  such  a  dangerous  heresy  advocated,  for  it  shows  with  what  facility 
men  holding  such  unstable  opinions  coald  convert  a  Oonstitutional  President 
into  an  Absolute  Despot,  without  even  suspecting  that  they  were  doing  vio- 
lence to  th6  fundamental  principles  upon  which  our  governments.  State  and 
National,  rest.  An  edict  which  obliterates  with  one  stroke  of  a  pen  the  Tem- 
plar privileges  of  thirty- six  hundred  Templars,  is  less  merciful  than  the  bull 
against  heretics.  In  coena  Domini,  which  was  formerly  read  at  Rome  on  Holy 
Thursday,  for  that  included  onlj  th^se  who  were  contumacious  and  disobedient 
to  the  Holy  See,  while  the  Grand  Master  hurls  his  decree  of  excommunication 
upon  the  devoted  heads  of  all  the  Iowa  Templars,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  impossible  for  more  than  a  very  small  number  to  be  guilty  of  the  offense  he 
charges  them  with. 

It  is  claimed  that  prior  to  1886  there  was   no   ritual   adopted  by  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  f^iving  notice  of  the  motion 
to  adopt  a  ritual  in   the  summons,  as  required   by    Section   LXVII.  of  the 
constitution,  because  "it  was  no  change  in  the  ritual   to  adopt  an  entire  new 
ritual,"    and  yet  with  a  total   disregard  of   all  consistency  the  argument  is 
made   that  the   word  **work,"    in    Section  XIII.,   means    ritual.      That  this 
cannot  be  so   I   hope  to  show.     It  is  a  well  recognized  rule  in  the  construc- 
tion  of  statutes  that  every  word   has  its  meaning,  and  that  the  legislative 
body  acted  intelligently  in  choosing  the  language  as  well  as  in  the  purpose   of 
the  law,  so  that  if  possible  the  entire  statute  may  stand  as  it  came  from   the 
legislative  hands.     The  word  "work"  cannot  mean  ritual  if  there  was  no  ritual 
when  this  provision  of  the  constitution  was  adopted,  and  it  is  a  reflection  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  say  that  upon  two   distinct  00  • 
casions  it  made  choice  of  a  word  prescribing  the  duties  of  its  highest  digni- 
tary which  it  is  claimed  were  at  the  time  absolutely  meaningless.      There   is  a 
reasonable  application  of  the  word  'work'  as  it  occurs  in  Section  XIII.,   which 
may  be  adopted  without  doing  violence  to  the  usual  rules  of  construction.  The 
"work''  of  Masonic  bodies  is  not  confined  to  ritualistic  matters,  as,  for  instance, 
the  lodge  is  at  "work"  when  transacting  its  ordinary  business,  in  the  burial  of 
the  dead,  m  laying  foundation-stones,  in  dedicating  a  masonic  hall,  in   install- 
ing its  officers,  and  numerous  other  duties  which  are  within  its  province.       In 
the  Oommandery  there  is  no   "work  and   lectures,*'  but  a   ritual,  and,   strictly 
speaking,  we  never  refer  to  the   ceremonial  of  admitting  a  candidate   as   the 
"work;"  it  is  always  spoken  of  the  ritual.     I  find  the  word  "work"  employed  a 
great  number  of  times  in  the  earlier  proceedings  of  the  Grand    Encampment, 
but  with  scarcely  an  exception  it  refers  to  the  proceedings,  not  ritual,  of  subor- 
dinates, as  "the  work  of  Wisconsin  Encampment*"     The  "work"  of  a  Oomman- 
dery had  a  fixed  and  specific  meaning  in  the  usaa^e  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
long  before  1856,  when  the  section  was  inserted  in  the  constitution;  and  having 
such  a  meaning,  it  is  contrary  to  all   precedent   to  give   it  a  construction   by 
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which  it  oeases  to  have  any  meaaing  at  all.  It  is  not  only  *from  the  woids  of 
the  law  that  there  shall  be  no  departure,'  bat  from  the  significance  of  the  word 
itself  there  most  be  no  departare,  or  else  all  laws  woald  be  constantly  changing 
themselyes  as  the  original  words  change,  and  that,  too,  without  any  legislative 
act.  The  resnlt  is  therefore  irresistible  that  whatever  else  the  Qrand  Master  is 
required  to  supervise  and  require  uniformity  in,  it  could  not  be  over  something 
which  did  not  exist,  viz;  a  ritual. 

It  does  not,  however,  follow   that  because  the  Grand    Encampment  had 
adopted  no  ritual,  that  there  were  none  legally  existing.      Each  Qrand   Com- 
mandery  had  the  right  to  and  did  adopt  its  own  ritual,  just  as  we  did  years  ago. 
There  was,  then,  nothing  in  the  constitutiou  of  the  Qrand  Eacamptneut  giving  it 
exclusive  power  to  promulgate  a  ritual;  on  the  contrary,  the  legal  presumption 
is  that  it  had  no  such  power,  because  the  seven  Encampments  which  organized 
the    Qrand  Encampment,  having    already  a  ritual,   did  not  in  the  original 
constitution  confer  upon  the  Qrand  Encampment  the  power  to  make  a  ritual' 
Even  now  that  power  is  nowhere  theiein  to  be  found,  notwithstanding  all  its 
amendments,  even  by  implication.     There  is,  on  the  contrary,  plainly  man- 
ifested a  reluctance  to  yield  to  the  Qrand  Encampment  control  over  the  rituals, 
for  in  the  proviso  to  Section  67  of  the  constitution,  rituals  are  placed  upon  the 
same  high  plane  as  the  fundamental   law  itself,  and  it  is  forbidden  to  make 
any  change  in  them,  except  it  be  done  in  the  same  mode  and  with   the  same 
precautions  as  are  required  in  making  amendments  to  the  constitution.     This 
rule  is  imperative  and  any  change  not  made  in  accordance  therewith  is  just 
so  much  waste  paper  and  worth  no  more.     There  have  been  many  suggestions 
as  to  the  inconvenience  and  even  impracticability  of  amending   the   rituals  if 
the  requirements  of  Section  67  must  be  complied  with,  but  the   reply   is  that 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  convenience  or   inconvenience.      The   law  says  it 
shall  not  be  done  except  in  a  certain  way,  points  out  the  way,  and   if  that  way 
is  an  inconvenient  or  even  impi-actioable  one,  the  only  thing   to  be  done  is  to 
repeal  the  law  itself,  not  to  violate  it  or  endeavor  to  force  others  to  violate  it 
It  is  asserted  in  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  rituals  were  **  adop- 
ted and  declared  to  be  the  only  authorized  rituals  to  be  used  in  conferring  the 
orders  of  the  Red  Gross,  and  Knights   Templar,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Qrand  Encampment,''  a  question  regarding  which  the  Grand  Master  himself  is 
said  to  have  changed  a  previously  expressed  opinion,  to  the  effect  that  the  pro- 
posed changes  in  the  ritual  not  having  been  inserted  in  the  summons  were  not 
constitutionally  adopted,  but  he  added  that  as  Qrand  Master  he  had  no  author- 
ity to  set  aside  the  acts  of  the  Qrand  Encampment ;  that  it  alone  could  re- 
view its  acts.     Doubtless  it  is  true  that  neither  the  Qrand  Master  nor  any  one 
else  can  review  an  act  of  the  Qrand  Encampment  or  set  aside  its  action  upon 
any  question,  but  he  seems  to  overlook  the  fact  that  there  is  incorporated  in 
every  Masonic  obligation  from  the  first  to  the  last,  the  duty  of  supporting  and 
maintaining  the  constitutions  of  Masonry,  and  that  to  enforce  an  unconstitu- 
tional act  is  in  itself  a  high  Masonic  crime.    To  say  that  any  one  is  bound  to 
obey  an  unconstitutional  law  is  a  patent  absurdity,  which  if  adopted  would  be 
destructive  of  every  constitutional  compact.    The  constitution  is  the  supreme 
law,  and  so  far  from  its  being  the  duty  of  the  Qrand  Master  to  enforce  obedi- 
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•oce  to  an  act  not  passed  in  accordance  with  its  requirements,  it  is  his  duty 
an4  ^h&t  of  every  other  Knight  Templar,  to  streunoualy  resist  it.  The  asser- 
tion by  the  British  parliament  of  an  nnqnalifled  ri^ht  of  binding  the  colonies 
in  all  cases  whatsoever  in  derogation  of  their  chartered  privileges,  was  one  of 
the  immediate  causes  of  the  American  revolution.  George  the  III.  pronounced 
this  treason,  but  the  world  and  the  result  justified  our  forefathers  in  their 
resistance  to  tyrany,  and  no  one  to-day  thinks  of  them  as  '*  disloyal  and 
rebellious."  The  assertion  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  unqualified  right  to 
bid  Knights  Templar  in  all  cases  whatsoever  in  derogation  of  the  constitu- 
tion may  not  justify  rebellion  against  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  is  does  dis- 
obedience to  his  void  edict. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  new  rituals  were  ever  '^adopted  and  declared  to  be 
the  only  authorized  rituals"  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  What  the  Grand 
Encampment  did  adopt  was  the  following : 

litsoked^  That  we  recommend  that  the  Ritual  now  submitted  be  the  only 
authorized  Ritual  of  the  Illustrious  Orders  of  the  Red  C'ross  and  Knights 
Templar,  to  be  used  in  conferring  these  Orders  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Gh-flnd  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
This  order  to  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1887.  Proceedings 
1886,  p.  155. 

*The  Grand  Master  was  doubtless  misled,  as  most  of  us  were,  by  the  reading 
of  the  resolution  as  it  is  printed  on  page  4  of  the  printed  ritual,  where  it  has 
been  altered  so  as  to  read,  "These  are  the  only  authorized  Rituals,"  etc.  As 
deliberate  and  bare-faced  a  forgery  of  the  record  as  ever  was  committed  by 
felon.  It  is  one  thing  to  reeommend  that  a  thing  be  done,  and  quite  another  to 
enjoin  it.  The  Grand  Encampment  might  have  commanded  that  these  Ritoals 
be  used,  but  not  having  done  so  it  was  clearly  not  within  the  province  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  do  it;  in  fact  he  is  expressly  forbidded  by  Section  zxxviii  of 
the  statutes  to  '*alter  or  abridge"  the  Rituals.  If,  then,  the  resolution  was  a 
mere  recommendation  to  use  the  rituals,  and  not  mandatory,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  did  not  '^disregard  and  assume  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment."  It  is  an  absurdity  to 
talk  about  suspending  the  operation  of  a  recommendation  to  do  or  not  to  do 
an  act.  There  are  numerous  instances  of  statutes  which  permit  acts  to  be 
performed  which  otherwise  would  be  unlawful,  but  doubtless  this  is  the  first 
instance  on  record  where  any  one  has  been  punished  for  a  failure  to  avail 
themselves  of  such  permission.  It  is  claimed  by  some  that  the  Templar  body  is 
a  military  organization,  and  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Encampment  the 
Grand  Master  is  like  the  Ck)mmanding  General  of  an  army  and  may  make  snoh 
orders  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  but  this  is  also  an  error,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  the  Knights  Templar  are  not  a  military  body.  It  hasa  semi-military 
drill,  and  here  the  military  feature  beginsiand  ends;  but  even  if  it  were  a  mili- 
tary organization  and  subject  to  the  articles  of  war,  and  the  Grand  Master  was 
a  general  officer,  he  could  not  enforce  obedience  to  an  unlawful  order,  for  by 
the  XXXV  article  of  war  not  even  a  private  soldier  can  be  justified  in  obeying 
an  unlawful  order  of  his  superior  officer,  nor  will  such  an  order  protect  him 
from  any  of  the  unlawful  consequences  which  may  follow  its  execution. 
Another  claim  is  made  for  the  Grand  Master,  which  is,  that  he  is  the  exeea- 
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tive  head  of  the  Order  and  his  edicts  mudt  be  obeyed  and  his  errors  can  only 
be  corrected  by  an  appeal  to  the  Qrand  Encampment  itself,  bnt  this  is  equally 
untenable  as  the  other  positions.  The  "execntiye  powers  of  the  United  States'* 
are  yested  by  the  constitntion  in  the  President,  bnt  from  the  foundation  of  the 
gOYtfroment,  no  one  has  claimed  for  the  President  that  he  could  execute  an 
unconstitutional  law  of  Congress  or  do  an  act  not  sanctioned  by  that  instru- 
ment. Any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  enumeration  of  the 
powers  of  the  Qrand  Master  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution  will  search  in  vain 
for  even  a  word  which  sets  him  above  the  constitution  itself.  Created  by  it 
and  possessing  not  an  atom  of  traditionary  prerogative, — for  there  is  no  more 
eimilarity  between  the  position  which  he  occupies  and  that  of  DeMoIay  and 
the  other  ancient  Qrand  Masters  of  the  Templars,  than  there  is  between  him 
and  the  Emperor  of  China — or  the  King  of  Dehomeny, — he  is  only  supreme  as 
I  have  before  said,  when  he  keeps  within  the  bounds  of  the  constitution.  Even 
the  Master  of  a  symbolic  Ijodge  has  greater  powers  than  he  possesses,  for 
there  is  no  appeal  from  his  decision  when  presiding,  except  to  the  Qrand 
Lodge,  and  an  appeal  does  lie  from  the  Qrand  Master's  decision^  when  in  the 
ohair,  tothe  Qrand  Eucampmentby  express  constitutional  provision. 

It  has  been  charged  in  a  public  print  that  my  protest  was  "in  terms  an  in- 
sult to  the  Qrand  Master.''  The  charge  is  so  purile  that  I  should  not  deem  it 
worthy  of  notice,  here  or  elsewhere,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Qrand  Master 
himself  must  have  indulged  in  such  a  thought,  for  he  seems  to  have  ignored 
my  protest  and  to  have  treated  my  reasoning  with  silent  contempt — at  least 
he  made  no  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt.  If  I  understand  the  use  of  lan- 
guage, there  is  nothing  in  my  letter  which  ought  to  have  given  offence,  and  at 
any  rate  I  am  sure  I  intended  no  disrespect  either  toward  his  person  or  his 
•office.  If  to  earnestly  protest  and  remonstrate  against  the  performance  of  an 
illegal  and  injudicious  act  in  courteous  language  is  insulting,  then  every  suitor 
who  appeals  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  court  is  guilty  of  insulting  the  court 
whose  decision  is  appealed  from,  and  every  petition  for  the  repeal  of  injurious 
laws  is  insulting  to  the  Legislature  which  passed  them.  If  I  had  remained 
eilent  while  the  Qrand  Master  was  perpetrating  so  gross  a  wrong  as  his  edict 
worked  against  the  Iowa  Templars,  I  should  have  lost  my  self -respeet. 

**  Right  is  right,  as  €K>d  is  Qod, 

knd  right  will  surely  win  ; 
To  doubt  would  he  disloyalty, 

To  falter  would  be  sin.'' 

The  man  who,  for  the  sake  of  promoting  his  ease  or  personal  comfort,  or  of 
retaining  the  good  will  of  any  man,  folds  his  arms  and  stands  idly  by  while  his 
brethren  are  being,  as  he  believes,  deprived  of  their  just  rights  and  sought  to  be 
degraded  in  the  estimation  of  their  fellows  everywhere,  is  a  coward  and  no 
Maaon  at  heart.  It  is  of  far  less  consequence  that  we  should  earn  a  reputa- 
tion for  meekness  and  amiability  than  that  we  should  lose  it  in  an  effort  to 
maintain  the  right.  Our  deeds  are  of  more  importance  to  those  who  shall 
«ome  after  us  than  we  ourselves  are.  Men  seldom  pause  to  inquire  whose 
hand  traced  or  whose  brain  inspired  a  statute  which  confers  a  benefit  or  works 
an  injury,  but  the  consequences  resulting  from  its  enactment  make  the  law 
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itoelf  the  object  of  respeot  or^denonoiation.  What  we  shall  do  here  this  year 
may  be  undone  by  those  who  shall  stand  in  oar  places  another  year,  bnt  the 
consequences  of  our  acts  are  for  all  time  and  cannot  be  undone.  There  is  no 
bulwark  of  safety  bnt  in  the  conscientious  performance  of  duty,  regardless  of 
who  may  be  offended.  I  would  have  infinitely  preferred  to  have  given  no  one 
occasion  to  feel,  however  groundless,  that  I  was  capable  of  offering  an  affront 
to  any  Knight  Templar,  much  less  the  Qrand  Master,  for  whom  I  have  always 
entertained  and  do  now  entertain  the  most  profound  respect  for  his  many 
amiable  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  oat  who  would  have  applauded  the  use  of 
honied  phrases  and  insincere  words  in  dealing  with  a  momentous  question — 
lest  unhappily  some  one  should  fancy  that  an  insult  had  been  i;iven  when  none 
was  intended.  Conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions,  and  claiming  no 
more  for  myself  than  I  am  willing  to  extend  to  others,  viz  :  an  honest  purpose 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  guard  against  the  establishment  of  what  I  conceive  to 
be  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  I  am  not  so  anxious  as  to  what  men  may  think 
of  the  courtesies  of  the  matter  as  I  am  about  the  soundness  of  my  reasoning. 
The  history  of  this  ritual  legislation  is  interesting,  and  if  it  serves  no  other 
purpose  thnn  that  of  directing  attention  to  the  hasty,  crude  and  imperfect 
manner  in  which  the  Qrand  Eaoamprndut  transacts  its  business,  and  some 
remedy  is  found,  it  will  not  have  been  without  value  to  the  order.  At  San 
Francisco,  in  1888,  Grand  Master  Dean  presented  a  manuscript  ritual,  the  his- 
tory of  which  I  condense  from  his  address  to  the  Grand  Encampment.  In 
1870  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  called  a  con- 
vention for  the  special  purpose  of  considering  the  work  and  lectures,  at  which 
they  were  fully  rehearsed  and  unanimously  adopted,  and  afterward  reported  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  and  by  it  adopted.  The  copy  presented  to  the  Grand 
Encampment  was  attested  by  the  Grand  Recorder  as  being  a  true  transcript  of 
the  Massachusetts  work  The  manuscript  adopted  by  the  convention 
was  written  by  command  of  his  Grand  Commander,  by  a  venerable  man, 
Sir  Knight  Abram  A.  Dame,  and  submitted  to  several  other  venerable 
Sir  Knights  who  had  received  the  work,  but  one  degree  removed 
from  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  and  one  of  whom  had  with  him  a  care-" 
fully  prepared  key,  made  thirty-five  years  before,  during  the  anti-masonic 
excitement,  when  the  members  of  Boston  Encampment  were  accus- 
tomed to  meet  weekly  at  each  other*s  houses  and  recite  the  lectures.  This  key 
and  Sir  Knight  Dame's  manuscript  were  found  to  agree  with  almost  undevia- 
ting  uniformity,  the  only  instances  of  variation  being  in  unimportant  words. 
Grand  Master  Dean  regarded  it  as  the  ritual  used  by  the  founders  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  doubtless  he  is  correct,  notwithstanding  that  there  is 
said  to  be  a  ritual  at  Providence,  which  oame  directly  from  Webb,  from 
which  it  exhibits  some  variation,  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  Webb  was  not  a  stereotyped  plate  and  possibly  did  not  always  give  the 
ritual  in  the  same  words.  This  manuscript  wa^  referred  to  a  committee  who 
subsequently  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  and  instructing  the  committee 
on  rituals  ^'to  revise  and  arrange  said  1  ituals  in  dramatic  form,  with  proper 
rubrics,  adapting  them  for  practical  use  in  conferring  the  orders;  they  were  also 
authorized  to  have  such  revised  ritual  printed  and  it  was  to  be  distributed  to 


j889]  grand  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI.  21 

Oommanderies;  the  qaeetioQ  of  the  adoption  of  the  ritaal  to  be  postponed  for 
4Sonsideration  at  the  next  Triennial  Oonolave,  in  the  meantime  Commanderies 
to  be  a  liberty  to  use  them  in  oonferring  the  orders.  Vide  page  285,  pro« 
feedings  1883. 

Joly  2l8t,  1886,  or  two  months  to  a  day,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  the  committee  sent  forth  its  report,  in  which  it  declared  that  it 
had  made  no  important  changes  and  those  only  such  as  were  obyioasly  neces- 
sary. The  commitee  ^aTe  notice  that  there  were  "certain  portions  of  the  ritnal 
now  submitted — none,  however,  of  great  importance  —which  the  committee, 
after  conference  at  St.  Lonis,  may  recommend  the  Grand  Encampment  to  re- 
-viae  or  change."  It  also  "reported  that  in  its  investigation  and  comparison 
of  a  great  number  of  ritnals  of  the  orders  now  in  nsc  in  the  various  States  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  it  finds  that  there  are  no  very  important  variations,  either  in  the 
langnage  or  ceremonial;  therefore  there  are  no  great  sacrifices  for  any  of  the 
Grand  Commanderies  to  make  in  coming  together  and  agreeing  upon  and 
adopting  one  authorized  ritaal."  Of  oonrse,  there  was  not  sufficient  time  be- 
tween the  time  when  the  rituals  were  issued  and  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  for  any  Commandery  to  work  them  and  discover  their  defects, 
though,  indeed,  it  would  have  done  no  good  to  have  done  so,  for  when  the  com- 
mittee submitted  their  report  at  St.  Louis  so  numerous  were  the  changes  that 
the  printed  copies  were  generally  discarded  as  useless  by  the  few  who  were 
supplied  with  thbm.  This  the  chairman  of  the  committee  denies  in  langnage 
more  vigorous  than  Knightly.  In  the  report  of  Sir  E.  T.  Oarson,  Committee 
on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio,  it  is  said: 

"One  of  the  critics  of  the  ritnal  says  that  the  ritnal  as  submitted  and  read 
by  the  Committee  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  St.  Louis,  was  altered  and 
changed  during  the  reading  so  that  it  could  not  be  recognized,  etc."  "In  the 
name  of  that  Committee,  and  as  chairman  of  it,  we  say  that'this  statement  is 
nnqnalifiedly  false!  We  now  have  lying  before  us  onr  copy  of  the  ritnal  as 
submitted  t:>  the  Grand  Encampment,*  with  all  changes'' that  were  made  in  it 
during  the  reading  and  consideration  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  In  the 
ceremonial  proper  there  were  but  few  changes  made  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment and  scarcely  any  of  importance.  The  committee  submitted  the  ntua), 
so  far  as  the  ceremony  was  concerned,  in  its  integrity,  as  they  found  it  in  the 
mannsoript,"  etc. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  makes  the  precise  charge  stated,  but  it  doubt* 
less  refers  to  a  charge  which  I  made  and  which  I  am  prepared  to  establish. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  one,  who  has  a  habit  of  misquoting,  when  it  serves 
his  purpose,  should  have  so  twisted  and  turned  the  real  charge  which  I  made, 
thai  it  practicably  becomes  a  new  one,  which  nobody  has  ever  made,  and 
which  he  may  therefore  safely  brand  as  "unqualifiedly  false."  What  I  asserted 
was  not  a  reflection  upon  the  Committee,  or  so  intended,  for  every  one  ex- 
pected them  to  yield  to  the  temptation  to  make  changes.  The  point  is  not 
the  time,  or  the  place,  but  the  fact  that  changes  were  made  in  the  Dean  man- 
nscript,  and  because  of  those  changes  and  alterations  the  ritual  presented  and 
acted  upon  at  St.  Louis  is  not  the  identical  ritual  introduced  at  San  Francisco, 
and,  therefore,  the  claim  that  the  introduction  and  reference  Co  a  committee  at 
San  Francisco  was  tantamount  to  giving  the  requisite  notice  in  the   summons, 
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mast  fall  to  the  groand.     Sir  Carson  admits  over  his  own  signature  in  the  Jnly, 
1886,  edition  of  the  ritual,  that  he  had  made  changes,  and  he  also  admits   that 
other  ohan^^es  were  made  before  his  report  was  read   in  the  Grand   Enoamp- 
ment— vide  i:'reface  to  the  '*only  authorized"  edition.     What  he  waxes  wroth 
and  fumes  and  calls  unknightly  names  about  is  a  charge  of  his  own  creation, 
that  changes  were  made  while  the  report  was  being  read.    He  says  that  ^^there 
were  but  few  changes  made  by  the  Grand  Encampment   and  scarcely  any  of 
importance."    There  are  seyenty-seven  places  in  which  the  *'only  authorized'*^ 
edition  differs  from  the  edition  of  July,  1886,  in  the  Red  Gross  alone.    Twenty- 
five  of  them  are  in  the  work.     They  are  not  all  rubrical  and  dramatical,  bni 
most  of  them  are  square  out-and-out  changes  in  the  language.    It  is  useless  to 
say  that  they   are  not  material  or  important  because  ritualists    never  have 
agreed  and  never  will  agree  as  to  what  is  material  or  important.    Sir   Carson 
threatens  that  if  life  and  voice  are  spared  him  he  will   make  things  lurid   for 
those  who  have  the  temerity  to  differ  with  so  great  a  man,   at   Washington, 
which  will  possibly  deter  some  of  the  ^^malaperts,"  who  have  ventured  to  criti- 
cise his  work,  from  attending,  but  he  will  find  plenty  of  use  for  his  voice   if  he 
succeeds  in  making  good  his  boast  that  he  will  show  **that  the  ritual   was  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Encampment  without  a  single  material  addition  or  amend' 
ment  by  the  Committee,''  '*by  the  original  manuaaipt  referred  to  the  OommitteCr 
also  with  the  original  printed  copy  as  submitted  by  the  Oommit^e  to  the  Grand 
Encampment."    He  doubtless  intends  to  crawl  out  of  the  ^*im material"   hole 
he  has  left  for  himself,  but  how  any   man  who  is  not  a  veritable  Ferdinand 
Mendez  Pinto  can  say  that  the  ceremony   was  submitted  *Un  its  integrity  as 
they  Jound  it  in  the  manuacfipt  Bubmiited  to  them   for  dramatizing,"  who  will 
compare  page  twenty-eight  of  the  Bed  Cross  work,  in  the  **only  authorized" 
edition  of  July,  1886,  surpasses  comprehension.   Of  course  I  do  not  know  just 
how  jmany  | variations  there  may  be  in  the  entire  ritual  between   the   Massa* 
ohusetts  manuscript  and  the  "only  authorized'*   edition,  not  having  examined 
the  manuscript,  but  having  counted  no  less  than  seventy-seven  places  where  the 
'^only  authorized"  edition  and  that  of  July,   1886,  differ  upon  points   material 
and  immaterial  in  the  Red  Cross  alone,  it  is  fair   to  assume  that  there  are  a 
great  many  more  variations  between  the  original  manuscript  and  the  printed 
edition  of  July,  1886,  especially  when  the  Knight  Templar  work  is  included  in 
the  count.    The  temptation  to  make  them  before  the  printing  was   done  must 
have  been  very  great,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  a  man  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  amend  a  resolution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  (vide  page   155   proceedings 
and  page  4  of  the  ritual,  and  note  the  difference  in  the  wording  of  the  resolu- 
tion recommending  the  rituals  for  use)  to  suit  his  own   notions,  could  resist 
the  opportunity  to  improve  a  ritual.    The  assertion  that  nothing  was  done   by 
the  Committee  but  to  dramatize  and  rubricate  is  completely  disposed  of  by  an 
examination  of  the  character  and  extent  of  changes.      Compare  the  ^'only 
authorized"  edition  with  the  subject  matter  in  the  edition  of  July,  1886,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  somebody  is  mistaken  when  it  is  said  the  ceremony  was  sub* 
mitted  *Hn  its  integrity,  as  they  found  it  in  the  manuacript  submitted  ^to  them  for 
dramatizing."    The  fact  must  be  patent  even  to  the  dullest  comprehension 
that  either  the  edition  of  July,  1886,  or  the  ^'only  authorized"  edition,   is  not  a. 


i889]  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI.  23 

true  oopy.     That  they  are  not  alike  is  certain,  and  yet  Sir  Oarsoa  certifies   to 
the  ^'integrity"  of  both  of  ihsm. 

In  MasBchnsetts,  from  whose  archives  Grand  Master  Dean  procured  the  copy 
which  he  presented  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  whose  Grand  Recorder 
y.'.  E.\  Sir  Chapman,  certified  it,  there  seems  to  be  some  doabt  about  the  com- 
mittee having  sabmitted  the  ritual  *'ia  its  integrity  as  they  found  it  in  the 
mannscript;**  at  any  rate  the  same  Grand  Recorder  who  made  the  certified 
copy  for  Grand  Master  Dean  sajs  **he  knows  that  the  ritnal  adopted  is  not  that 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  but  was  changed  in  many  particulars  from 
the  text  or  copy  presented  by  Grand  Master  Dean.'' — Foreign  Correspondence 
Report,  M.  &  H.  I.,  188 S,  page  18.  The  Rev.  Sir  J.  W.  Dadmnn  of  the  same 
Committee  says  in  a  portion  of  the  report  written  by  him : 

The  new  ritaal  has  already  become  virtually  a  dead  letter  in  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  beoaose  of  its  illiteracy;  it  is  a  literary  blander.  No  men 
of  literary  taste  will  work  the  ritnals  as  they  are  printed.  No  Templar  hap  ever 
taken  an  obligation  to  use  or  teach  bad  grammar.  Living  nnder  the  shadow  of 
Harvard  we  try  to  have  a  little  respect  for  the  King's  English  The  learnt»d 
and  intelligent  representatives  of  the  Grand  Encampment  could  not  have 
known  anything  about  the  bungling  construction  of  the  language  of  those 
documents.  No  matter  has  ever  come  before  that  Grand  Body  of  so  much 
importance  to  Templary  in  the  United  States  as  the  ritual,  x  he  repulsion 
already  created  by  its  issue  is  serious  and  alarming.  The  attempt  to  force  it 
by  orders  and  interdicts,  upon  the  States  will  destroy  uniformity  and  be  a  dis- 
astrous failure. 

So  many  ^improvements  (?)  and  changes"  have  been  made  in  the  ritual  thai 
we  hardly  recogaize  the  Webb  lectures.  What  the  first  edition  was  we  do  not 
know,  but  the  ^'revised  edition"  astonishes  the  natives,  and  is  virtually  a  new 
riltin/,  although  we  can  see  some  old  ear-marks.  We  have  it — ^^first  edition" — 
just  received,  jiorse  of  the  same  color,  with  a  few  more  blemishes,  such  as 
ring  bone,  spavin  and  spring-halt;  sometimes  lame  in  one  leg,  then  in  all  four 
— a  sorry  team  the  two  would  make. 

Doubtless  some  have  supposed  that  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  new  ritual  because  it  has  the  **Webb  lectures '  for  its  found- 
ation. Hut  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  the  skeleton  that  makes  the 
man;  it  is  the  fleeh,  sinews,  arteries  and  blood  that  giveth  life  and  comeliness. 
We  agree  with  Right  Eminent  Sir  Bacon  that  there  are  **glaring  inperfeotions" 
in  the  dramatized  work — too  much  drama  *'o»  allfours.'^ 

This  ritual  business,  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  a  great  stride 
towards  central  absolute  power.  No  matter  what  Virginia  or  any  other  GF«.nd 
Oommandery  may  think  of  it,  no  matter  how  utterly  disjointed  and  ungram- 
matioal  it  may  be,  it  must ,  be  swallowed  whole  by  the  State  Bodies,  or  they 
will  be  disfranchised." 

It  is  perhaps  no  real  objection  to  the  rituals  that  they  were  adopted  under  cir- 
cumstances which  utterly  precluded  the  intelligent  consideration  which  should 
have  been  given  to  the  subject.  The  small  number  of  members  present  in  the 
great  hall  in  which  the  Conclave  was  held  were  like  seeds  in  a  ground — so  few 
were  there  that  there  was  an  abundance  of  room  in  which  to  rattle;  the  balance 
of  the  members,  which  included  the  majority,  were  right  jolly  good  fellows, 
making  the  most  of  the  parades,  drills  and  feasts— seeking  the  good  time  they 
went  to  St  Louis  to  have — and  it  is  needless  to  say  they  found  it.  The  big 
steam^ngine  and  interminable  shafting  in  the  machinery  hall  below  were 
important  adjuncts,  and  like  the  big  bands,  steam  whistles  and  interminable 
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trains  of  cars  passing  and  repassing  the  canvas  ^'oathedraF'  at  Chicago,  were 
oondDcive  to  healthy  thought.  The  passage  of  the  ritnals  of  all  the  orders  may 
be  cited  as  an  example  of  the  most  bnncrling  piece  of  legislation  extant.  Proba- 
bly not  more  than  ten  of  the  two  or  three  score  present  darine  their  reading 
knew  what  was  in  them.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  confidence  in  the  Grand  En- 
campment is  diminishing  every  yearf 

The  ensuing  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  to  be  the  most  important 
in  its  history.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  onr  good  Fraters  in  Washington  are  not 
going  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  other  big  cities  and  make  it  a  mb-adnb,  fass  and 
feather,  militia  training  day  affair,  bnt  will  so  arrange  things  that  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  the  Grand  Encampment  to  do  some  good  solid  work  without  the 
distracting  features  of  drill  contests,  parades,  excursions,  banquets  and  reoep- 
tions.  Surely  the  issues  to  be  tried  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand 
that,  to  upe  the  language  of  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  of 
Oregon,  "the  highet>t  tribunal  of  our  Order  shall  faithfully  try  the  cause  that 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  this  controversy  and  render  a  verdict  in  accordance 
with  strict  judicial  fairness,  that  whosoever  may  be  in  error  may  receive  cor- 
rection  in  a  court  composed  of  equals." 


Death,  it  is  said,  keeps  equal  pace  with  the  years.  While  we  felicitate  oar- 
selves  that  our  ranks  have  not  been  invaded  since  last  we  met,  he  has  been 
busy  elsewhere. 

GARDNER, 

MORRIS, 
SIMONS, 
WEBSTER. 

Sir  Knights  of  national  reputation,  have  sheathed  their  swords,  finished 
their  pilgrimage,  their  mortal  has  put  on  immortality;  having  completed  their 
course  in  faith,  they  do  now  rest  from  their  labors. 

FREDERIC  SPEED,  Grand  Commander. 

ADDBK8S   BBrEBBSD. 

The  reading  of  the  Address  being  concluded.  Past  Grand  Commander  P.  M. 
Savery  offered  the  following,'which  was  adopted  : 

Resofved^  That  the  address  of  the  R.*.  E '.  Grand  Commander  be  received, 
spread  on  the  minutes,  and  referred  as  follows: 

1.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  present  Gracd  Conclave  and  Festivals  of  the 
Order  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

2.  So  much  as  relates  to  Dispensations  to  the  Oommittee  on  Doings  of  Grand 
Officers. 

3.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Templars,  the  Ritual,  and  the 
Grand  Oommandery  of  Iowa,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

4.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Knightly  Dead,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

■ 

OOMHITTEBS   APPOINTED. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the  Committee  to  consider 
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whether  the  preeent  is  a  regalar  or  special  Grand  Oonolave,  Sirs  P.  M.  Savery, 

£.  Geo.  DeLap  and  J.  £.  Leigh. 

The  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  also  annonnoed  the  following  Committees  ; 

TncpiiAB  Law— Wm.  G.  Paxton,  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  M.  Savery. 
DoiMGB  OP  Gband  Offzobbs— B.  a.  Yaughan,  J.  0.  Frenoh,  Frank  Barkitt, 
Finance— 0.  L.  Lincoln,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  0.  C.  Ross. 
Nboboloot — Wm.  S.  Patton,  0.  L.  Lincoln,  Frank  Barkitt. 

The  following  report  was  sabmitted  and  adopted: 

1*HB   PBB8BNT   OONOLAYZ. 

To  THE  R.'.  E.*.  Gband  Coicmandbbt : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  address  of  the 
Grand  Commander  relative  to  holding  this  as  the  Annual  Conclave,  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolation: 

Beaolvedt  That  the  present  Grand  Conclave  be  declared  the  Annual  Grand 
Conclave  for  all  practical  parposes 

Courteously  submitted,  P.  M.  Savbbt, 

J.  £.  Lbioh, 
E.  Gbo.  DeLap, 

Committee. 


The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  accompanying  vouch- 
ers, which  were  received  and  the  several  matters  therein  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate Committees : 

REPORT  OP  THE  GRAND  RECORDER. 

To  THE  R.'.  E.'.  Gband  Commandebt  op  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Re- 
corder. 
The  receipts  for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  dues  1887 $  49  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  8,  dues  1886  and  1887 30  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  dues  1887 86  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 

Winona  Com  mandery,  No.  7 

DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  dues  1887 88  60 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  dues  1 887 17  85 

CoBur  de  Lion  jCommandery,  No.  18,  dues  1887 14  GO 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  dues  1887 21  00 

Delta  Commandery,  Under  Dispensation 90  00 


$290  40 
And  by  request  ef  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Sir  James  T.  Meade,  who  has  per- 
manently removed  from  our  Jurisdiction,  I  submit  a  statement  of  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  year,  as  follows  : 

Dues  to  the  Grand  Encampment  to  July  1,  1888 ...$    9  60 

W.  G.  Paxton,  Magnolia,  No.  2,  expenses 6  00 

Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Rosalie,  No.  6,  expenses 20  00 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  expenses 6  80 
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B.  Highgate,  Grenada,  No.  18,  expenses 8  00 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Foreign  Gorrespondenoe  Committee 25  00 

Proceedings  and  other  printing,  1888 106  76 

Postage  1888  and  to  date 11  40 

Salary  Grand  Recorder,  1888 50  00 

9242  00 

The  receipts  exceeding  the  diabarsements $  48  45 

Balance  last  report 75  43 

Leaving  in  treasury  this  date $123  88 

Early  in  December  I  wrote  to  each  Commandery  in  arrears  for  returns  and 
daes,  with  some  good  results  in  the  way  of  returns  and  some  excellent  promises 
as  to  the  payment  of  arrearages. 

The  Returns  of  ei^ht  Uommanderies  and  one  U.  D.,  for  1888,  have  been  re- 
oeiyed.  They  show  fourteen  orders  conferred,  against  two  the  preceding  year. 
St.  Oyr,  No.  6,  and  DeMolay,  No.  8,  that  were  in  a  dormant  state,  have  been 
successfully  reyired  and  have  made  their  reports  as  heretofore. 

On  20th  March  it  was  my  pleasure  to  issue  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Com- 
mandery at  Greenville.  Sir  Wm.  Starling,  £.'.  0.*.;  Sir  King  Dorwart,  Geno.; 
Sir  Sam'i  W.  Ferguson,  Captain-General.  This  Commandery-  bids  fair  to  be 
one  of  the  strongest  in  the  Jurisdiction.  It  will  doubtless  apply  for  a  charter 
at  the  present  time. 

On  June  30  I  received  and  forwarded  to  Sir  Wm.  Starling,  Greenville,  a  com- 
mission as  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee, 
near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

December  18  issued  a  commission  to  Rev.  Sir  Knight  Daniel  Crane  Roberts 
as  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  Hampshire,  and  re- 
ceived his  courteous  acknowledgment. 

On  December  14, 1  notified  the  Grand  Commander  of  North  Carolina  of  the 
death  of  Grand  Representative  Sir  John  Gtoorge,  in  1886,  and  on  January  16 
reeeived  a  commission  for  Sir  Wm.  S.  Patton  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Grand  Commanderies  of  Kentucky  and  Texas  were  advised  of  vacancies 
in  the  office  of  Grand  Representative,  but  the  vacancies  have  not  been  filled,  so 
far  as  I  am  advised. 

A  large  number  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  have  adopted  a  limited  term  — 
most  of  them  three  years — for  Grand  Representative,  and  I  recommend  that  a 
similar  regulation  be  adopted  for  this  Jurisdiction. 

The  returns  received  report  eight  deaths  duiing  the  past  year. ,  If  the  return 
of  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  were  here,  it  would  inform  us  of  the  death  of 
our  beloved  frater.  Sir  R.  Highgate,  in  September  last.  He  will  be  missed 
from  our  assemblies  that  he  so  loved  to  attend. 

I  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  suitable  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  our  f raters  who  entered  into  rest  during  the  past  year. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  K.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  a  special  Committee  on 
Grand  Representatives:    Sirs  P.  M.  Savery,  C.  C.  Ross,  J.  C.  French. 


i889]  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI.  27 

TBICPLAB  LAW. 
To  THB  B.*.  £.*.  GbAND  OoMHANDBBT  of  MlBSlSBlPPi: 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  eobmitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted: 

Yomr  Oommittee  on  Templar  Law,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
B. *.£.'.  Grand  Commander's  address  relating  to  the  Bitaal  and  the  Ediot  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  Templars  against  the  Grand  Oommanderj  of  Iowa,  oonr- 
teonsly  report  their  hearty  and  nnqnalifled  endorsement  of  the  action  of  the 
B.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  in  the  several  premises, 

W.  G.  Pazton, 
P.  M.  Satkbt, 
E.  Gbo.  DbLap, 

Committee. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Beporter  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  his  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  OflELcers* 
Sirs  C.  W.  Bolton,  M.  Neihysel  and  Wm.  Starling  were  appointed  tellers. 
The  seyeral  ballotings  resulted  as  follows: 

OBAMD  OTKOBBS  BLBOTBD. 

Fbbdbbio  Spskd Vicksbnrg Grand  Commander. 

J.  J .  Hates Vicksbnrg Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

J.  E.  LuGH Columbus Grand  Generalissimo. 

W.  A..  BoDnrHAMU Okolona Grand  Captain  General. 

J.  A.  B.  JoNM Port  Gibson Grand  Prelate. 

WiujAX  BioHABDB Satartia Grand  Senior  Warden. 

S.  B.  Bbowm Water  Valley Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Chas.  T.  ChambbbiiAIN Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  PowBB Jackson Grand  Becorder. 

J.  C.  Fbbmoh Natchez Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

C.  Lbb  Lxboolm Columbus Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

C.  W.  Box<TON Pontotoc. Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

BBPOBT  OF  FINAMOB  OOMMITTBB. 

To  THB  B.'.  E.*.  Gband  Cokmandebt:  ^ 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  Beport  of  the  Grand  Becorder  and  the  Account  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
And  them  correct  and  recommend  their  approval. 

Courteously,  C.  L.  Lincoln, 

W.  A.  BODBNHAMBB, 

C.  C.  Boss, 

Committee. 

DOINOB  OF  OBAND  OFFIOBBS. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted: 

To  THB  B.'.  E.*.  Gband  Commandbbt  of  Mississippi: 

Tour  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers,  having   investigated 
the  papers  submitted  to  them  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of   a  Comman- 
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dery  at  Oreenyille,  to  be  known  as  Delta  Commandery,   No.    16,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  find  the  prOceediDgs  to  be  in  all  things  regular,   and  oonr- 

teonsly  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted. 

B.   A.  Vaxjohui, 

J.  C.  Fbknoh, 

Fbank  Bubxitt, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  all  nnsettled  does  of  DeMolay  Gomman- 
mandery,  No.  8,  except  for  the  year  1888,  were  remitted. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  dnes  of  Holly  Sprinfirs  Commandery  to 
date,  were  remitted,  provided  the  Commandery  reorganizes  within  six  months. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 


To  THK  R.*.  £.'.  Gbamd  Commamdbbt: 

In  addition  to  the  distinguished  dead,  to  whose  memory  our  R.-.  E..  Grand 
Commander  has  paid  appropriate  and  deserved  tribute,  it  is  our  sad  duty  to 
chronicle  the  departure  of  the  following  Sir  Knights  of  our  Jurisdiction  during 
the  past  year: 

Jab.  H.  Bkbksfobd — Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2. 

John  Pugh — Magnolia  Oommandery,  No.  2. 

R.  S.  Tbiob — Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10. 

Andbbw  Wood — Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10. 

John  T.  Camkbon — Canton  Commandery,  No.  12. 

J.  W.  Ellis — Canton  Commandery,  No.  12. 

John  G.  Jones — CoBCur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13. 

R.  Hiohqatb,  p.  E.  C— Grenada  Commandery,  No.  16. 

These  beloved  fraters,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  *'laid  up  for  themselves  a 
good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come."  They  are  now  "at  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

^Friend  after  friend  departs; 

Who  has  not  lost  a  friend? 
There  is  no  union  here  of  hearts 

That  finds  not  here  an  end. 
Were  this  frail  world  our  flnal  rest, 

Living  or  dying  none  were  blest." 

Courteously  submitted, 

Wm.  8.  Patton, 

C.  L.  LiNOOLN, 

Fbanx  Bubxitt, 

Committee. 


GBAND  BEFBBSXNTATTVBS. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted: 

To  thb  R.'.  E.'.  Gband  Commandkbt  of  Mississippi  : 

Tour  Committee  on  term  of  Grand  Representatives  beg  leave  to  report  that 
the  time  be  fixed  at  three  J  ears,  to  expire  at  each  Trennial  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. P-  M.  Savxbt, 

C.  C.  Ross, 
J.  C.  Fbbnoh, 

Commmittee. 
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On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Yanghan,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  saffi- 
oient  number  of  oopies  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  with  the 
endorsement  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

The  Grand  Recorder  moved  that  a  Committee,  ^ith  Sir  J .  J.  Hayes  as 
Chairman,  be  appointed  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  transporta- 
tion, etc.,  to  the  next  Triennial  Grand  Encampment,  and  with  special  instrao- 
tions  to  provide  a  badge  suitable  for  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  Jurisdiction,  which 
was  adopted. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander '  appointed  as  the  Committee:  Sirs  J.  J. 
Hayes,  J.  L.  Power,  Wm.  Starling. 

NBZT  OONOIiAYB. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  offered  the  following  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Grand  Conclave  be  held  oa  Taeaday  preceding  the 
meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  at  same  place,  provided  there  shall  be  a  local 
Commandery;  otherwise,  the  Grand  Commander  shall  designate  the  place  and 
time  of  meeting. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  installed  into  their  respective  stations  by 
Past  Grand  Commander  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  made  some  feeling  and 
appropriate  remarks,  urging  greater  zeal  and  activity,  and  a  livelier  apprecia- 
tion of  our  obligations  and  privileges  as  Templars. 

THANKS  TO  GBAND  OOMMAIIDKB. 

Past  Grand  Commander,  E.  Geo.  DeLap  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolned,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  dae,  and  are 
hereby  very  cordially  tendered  to  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed, 
for  the  exceptionally  able  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  Knightly 
Craft  of  this  Jurisdiction,  during  the  past  year. 

The  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  then  announced  the 

STANDING   0OMMITTKE8. 

TxMPLAB  Law — Sirs  W.  G.  Paxton,  P.  M.  Savery,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

FOBBION  COBBBSPONDBNOB — E.  GcO.  DcLap. 

No  further  business  appearing  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  at 
1 :45  o'clock,  p.  M.,  closed  its  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave  in  Solemn  and 
Kni<rhtly  form. 


Attbbt: 


Gband  Commandbb. 


r^^i^^ 


Gband  Rboobdbb. 


RETURNS  OF 

Subordinate    Commanderies. 

For  the  Year  Ending  December,  Issa 

(iiici.ui>iaa  OFFIOSB8  FOB  1889.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1— JAOxaoir,  Hihdb  GounTT. 
Beglar  Conolayes,  2nd  Monday  Night  of  each  month. 


Offious  fob  1888-~1889. 

J.M.McKee E.  G.    H.  M.  Taylor Treasurer. 

Geo.  Lemon Qen'o.     W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  b.  o.  . . .  Recorder. 

Luther   Manship G.  G.    OUyer  Glifton,  p.  o.  a St.  Bearer. 

J.L.  Power,p.B.a Prelate.     B.   F.  McGill Sw.  Bearer. 

(George  S.  Green,  p.  b.  a S.  W.     Robert  Bradley Warder. 

John  McGill.  p.  B.   o J.  W.    J.  M.  Gain G.  of  Qn'd. 

PiflT  EioHXHTCoiaujiDBBS— M.  F.  Ash,  W.  S.  Hamilton,  Thos.  Palmer. 

Mbxbbbs— Geo.  T.  Gracey,  W.  G.  Harrell,  Wirt  Johnston,  J.  A.  Rainwater. 

Annaal  Dnes $19  00. 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERT,  No.  2— Vioksbubo,  Wabbbb  Gouhtt. 
Regular  Gonelayes,  Ist  Monday  night  in  each  month. 

Officbbs  fob  1889. 

Martin  Marshall B   G.    H.  W.  Bowen Treasorer. 

A.  L.  Jaqoeth Qen^o.    Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  b.  o Reoorder. 

William  Murray G.  G.    Gharles  Peine St.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Pazton,  p.  o.  o Prelate.     Vincent  Bonelli Sw.  Bearer. 

Frederic  Speed,  a.  o S.  W.    William  M.  Ghamberlin Warder. 

T.  G.  Birchett,  p.  b.  o J.  W.     John  Sohlottman G.  of  Gu*d. 

Fast  Emimbvt  Gomicaiidbbs— W.  S.  Patton,  p.  o.  c,  Jno.  D.  Miles. 

MxitBBBS— F.  M.  Andrews,  Gharles  Armstrong,  B.  E.  S.  BoneUi,  F.  W.  Broes, 
S.  H.  Ghildress,  E.  G.  GarroU,  R.  L.  Dunn,  King  Dorwitt*,  (Delta  Command- 
ery  U.  D  ),  Gharles  Elmire,  G.  G.  Floweree,  Rev.  F.  M.  Featherstun,  G.  £.  Grant, 
G.  W.  Gibson,  I.  Hardy,  Jno.  L.  Hebron,  J.  J.  Hayes,  J.  E.  Halbert,  D.  B. 
Head,  (Delta  Gommandery,  U.  D.),  W.  G.  Kiger,  Rer.  W.  W.  Lord,  A.  M. 
Pazton,  M.  R.  Payne,  Thomas  Rigby,  William  Richards,  W.  H.  Richardson,  D. 
A.  Ray,  William  Stanton,  W.  J.  Smith,  C.  G.  Wright 

Kbiohtbd — F.  W  Bross,  Gharles  Elmire. 

Rboistatbd— Charles  Wilder,  Jas.  H.  Beresford. 

DiMiTTBD — Gharles  Wilder,  B.  D.  Ander^n. 

DiBD  DuBiHO  THB  Ybab — Jss.  H.  Bcresford,  October  18th,  1888;  John  Pugh, 
September,  1888. 

Annual  Dues $48  00 
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LEXINGTON  COMMANDEEY,  No.  8— Lbxinotom,  Holmes  Countt. 

No  Retarne  for  1888. 


ROSALIE  OOMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natohsz,  Adams  Countt. 
Regnlar  OonolaveB,  2d  Saturday  night  of  each  month. 

Offioxbs  fob  1889. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  o E.  C.  G.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

J.  G.  French Gen'o.  W.  H.  Stewart,  p.  a.  o Recorder. 

J.  Peebles 0.  G.  E.  J.  Gnice St.  Bearer. 

E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  a.  o Prelate.  W.  B.  Irvine Sw.  Bearer. 

0.  T.  Chamberlain,  p.  e.  o S.  W.  C.  H.  Keim Warder. 

F.  S .  Shaw,  p.  B.  o J.  W.  CM.  Sawyer C.  of  Gn'd. 

Mbmbbbs — J.  A.  Dicks,  p.  b.  c.  G.  T.  Rehn,  p.  b.  o.,  T.  J.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin, 
J.  A.  Bledsoe,  G.  M.  Brown,  H.  Clark.  R,  8.  Dixon,  J.  S.  Douglas,  0.  F.  Farrar, 
Chas.  Fitchett,  A.  H.  Foster,  H.  M.  Gastrell,'Thos.  Grafton,  Jos.  Hahn,  E.  A. 
Lawrence,  R.  F.  Learned,  C.  F.  Merrick,  T.  Q.  Munoe,  S.  McDowell,  M.  Neiyh- 
sel,  Wm.  Noonan,  H.  C.  Norman,  E.  J.  Van  Court,  Wm.  L.  Wells,  F.  K. 
Winchester. 

Kniohtbd — J.  0.  French,  M.  Neihysel,  W.  B.  Irvine. 

Affiliated — Chas.  Fitchett. 

Reinstated— R.  S.  Dixon,  F.  K.  Winchester. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commander j $45  50 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Watbb  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Retubn  fob  1887. — Officbbs  fob  1888. 

W.  C.  Shackelford,  p.  b.  o K  C.    J.  F.  Duff Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles Gen'o.    S.  B.  Brown > Recorder. 

Dan  T.  Fry C.  G.     John  Flack St.  Bearer. 

F.  W.  Weatherly Prelate.     Joel  Croom,  p.  b.  c Sw.  Bearer 

J.  B.  Pate,  p.  E.  o S.  W.     J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  e.  o Warder* 

Harry  Gibbons,  p.  e.  o J.  W.     T.  W.  Whitsey C.  of  Gu'd* 

Membeb — J.  B.  Hudspeth. 

Knighted— John  Flack. 

DiMiTTED — H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  b.  o. 

Dues  to  Giand  Commandery $18  00 
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ST.  OYR  GOMMANDERY  No.  6— Watkb  Vallbt,  Yai.obu8ha  County. 
Rej^lar  Conclayefi,  2d  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Offiokbs  fob  1889. 

8.  B.  Brown E.G.    Joel  Croom,  p,  e.  o Treaenrer. 

W.  0.  Shackelford,  p.  b.  o Gen'o.    J.  B.  Pate,  p.  b.  c Recorder. 

DanT.  Fry C.  G.    F.  W.  Weatherly St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Winter Prelate.    John  Flack 8w.  Bearer. 

W.  E.  Moring 8.  W.     W.  H.  Biles Warder. 

Harry  Gibbons,  p.  b.  o J.  W.    T.  W.  Whiteey,  p.  b.  o O.  of  Gn'd. 

Mbmbbbs— J.  K.  Falson,  p.  b.  o.,  M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  p.  b.  o  ,  J.  F,  DafiP,  J.  B. 
Hndspeth. 
Kniohtbd—W.  E.  Moring,  W.  C.  Winter. 
AFFiiiiATBD — M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  p.  b.  o. 

Daes  to  Grand  Gommandery $21  00 


WINONA  GOMMANDERY,  No   7— Winona,  Montoombbt  Gountt. 
No.  Returns  for  1886,  1887,  1888.     Oharter  forfeited. 


DbMOLAY  COMMANDERY  No.  8— Goluhbus,  Lowndbs  County. 
Regular  CondaTe,  2d  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1889. 

J.  E.  Leigh,  p.  b.  o £.  G.     H.  M.  Teasdale Treasurer. 

B.  A .  Vaughan,  p.  a.  o Gen'o.    J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  S.  Billups G  G.    H.  Osborne St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  B.  o Prelate.    S.  C.  Mnnger Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  T.  Sykes S.  W.     J.  A.  Martin Warder. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  b.  0 J.  W.     L.  L.  Goodrich G.  of  Gu'd. 

Membbbs — A.  H.  Barkley,  G.  A.  Evans,  J.   H.  Field,  R.  F.  Hudson,  L.  M 
Tucker. 
DiKiTTED-D.  D.  L.Quinn,  J.  W.  Soady,  1887;  J.  H.  Lawrence,  I880. 
DiBi>--N.  M.  Gooch,  1885. 

Dues  to  Grand  Gommandery $17  00 


IVANHOE  GOMMANDERY,  No.  IO^Oxolona,  Ghiokabaw  County. 
Regular  Oonolayes,  2d  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Offiobbb  fob  1889. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  b.  0., E.  G.     T.  W.  Williams Treasurer . 

J.  M.  Trice, Gen'o.     G.  C.  Ross.  p.  b.  o Recorder . 

R.  B.  Brannin C.  G.     A.  G.  Harkreader St.  Bearer . 

P.  M.  Havery,  p.  0.0., Prelate.    Thos.  E.  Cannon Sw.  Bearer . 

C.  W.  Bolton S.  W.     Frank  Burkitt,  p.  b.  o., Warder. 

J.  T.  Harris J.  W.    John  McCurley 0.  of  Ga»d. 
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MniBBBs— W.  B.  Barker,  S.  H.  Berge,  Jdo.  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  N.  Oayoe,  C.  B. 
Hood,  B.  V.  Manston,  E.  L.  Bykes,  W.  W.  Smith,  Z.  T.  Trioe,  u.  W.  Hantor. 

DiiiiTTai>— B.  M.  Walker. 

DixD — B.  8.  Trioe,  Andrew  Woods. 

SuBPBNDBD  voB  Non-Patmbmt  OF  DuBS — J.  W.  Buchanan,  p.  b.  a,  W.  M. 
Buchanan,  B.  0.  Oanningham,  A.  Q.  Prenoh,  J.  L.  Finley,  W.  E.  Howard,  J. 
H.  Manidin. 

Dnee  to  Grand  Oommandery 922  00 


CANTON  OOMMANDERY,  No.  12— Cahtom,  Madison  County. 

Regular  GonolaTee,  8d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

OvncNBS  FOB  1889. 

William  Priestley,  p.  b.  o., E.  C.  A.  N.  Parker Treasurer . 

Robt.  H.  Hoffman Oen'o.  R.  C.  Lee Recorder. 

H.  B.  Singleton C.  O.  John  B.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

John  W.  Yeargain,  p.  b.  o., . . . .  Prelate.  John  Thomas  Priestley  .  8w.  Bear'r . 

James  M.Mills 8.  W.  Christian  Olsen' Warder. 

Norbon  C.  Mosby.. J.  W.  George  W.  Thompson 0.  of  Gn'd. 

Mbmbbbs— J.  T.  Boyd,  W.  D.  Ferries,  J.  E.  Martin. 

DiBD— John  T.  Cameron,  Angnst  14, 1888  ;  J.  W.  Ellis,  March  24, 1888. 

Does  to  Grand  Oommandery $16  00 


COUR  DbLION  oommandery.  No.  13-Pobt  Gibson,  Claibobnb  Co. 

Regnlar  Condayes,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Ofpiobbs  pob  1889. 

F.  H.  Foots, £.  C.  N.  8.  Walker,  p.  o.  a, Treasorer. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gen'o.  W.  B.  Falkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher 0.  G.  Jno.  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.Jones,  p.  b.  o., Prelate.  Jno.  H.  Gordon,  p.  o.  o  , .Sw.  Bear  r . 

A.  K.  Bnrnet S.  W.  A.  Sayer Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  p.  b.  o., J.  W.  W.  B.  Lewis C.  of  Ga'd. 

Mbmbbb — W.  F.  Bnrnet. 

DiBD — John  G.  Jones. 

Daes  to  Grand  Oommandery $13  00 


GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15-Gbbnada,  Gbbnada  Countt. 

No  Returns  for  1888. 

COM-3 
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DELTA  OOMMANDEBT,  No.  16— ^^bbbmyillb,  Waahiiiotov  Oouhtt 

Dispensation  for  organization  of  thia  Oommandary  was  issned  March  SO 
1888 — the  following  being  the  petitioners  : 

Wm.  Starlinfc,  appointed  Eminent  Oommander. 

King  Dorwart,  appointed  Gtoeralissimo. 

Sain^l  W.  Fergnson,  appointed  Oaptain-Gtoneral. 

John  W.  Yeargain,  John  P.  Finley,  E.  F.  Shnler,  B.  N.  Thomas,Geo.  B.  Bil- 
lingsley,  Daniel  B.  Head,  W.  P.  McBath. 

Obdbis  Covfbbbbd— Wm.  Gross,  E.  Lee  Olaek,  Jane  28,  1888 ;  W.  E.  Trigg, 
L.  Bratsen,  W.  B.  Olaok,  Jvly  19, 1888  ;  8.  Archer,  0.  W.Dadlej,  January  SS, 
1889. 

Ohartered  as  No.  18,  at  Grand  ConolaTC,  Febraary  IS,  1889. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1888 


(Data  in  delayed  retams,  prior  to  1888,  not  inoladed. ) 

OHAsmuD  OoxMinDaBzas  BxvoBmo 9 

Ck>iiMAia>xBT  unDSB  DispnuATzoH  Rnponmio 1 

CoMKAinaBue  FazxiIiio  to  Rbpobt  fob  1888 S 

KnoHTBD  PuBna  Tbab 7 

AvnxjATrD S 

Rbhstatbd • 4 

DnilTTBD 8 

tSuBPniDSD  roB  Noh^Patmbiit  ov  Dvsa 7 

DiBD 8 

'ToTAz.  Mbmbbbship  nr  Commahdbbxbb  Rbpobtivo 198 

ToTAz.  Mbmbbbship  ni  Commamdbbzbb  mot  BBVOBxnro 87—^95 

Dubs  ov  Coxmaiidbbumi  Rbpobtzmo 9818.0Q 

Duu  or  CoKMABBBBiBe  BOT  Ebpobtzbo 27.00 — $945.00 


Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondenec  submits  the  following 
its  the  best  we  can  do  under  the  adverse  circumstances  surrounding  its  prepara- 
tlon,  chief  among  them  being  our  continued  ill  health.  We  are  fully  aware 
that  it  is  not  such  a  report  as  those  of  you  who  have  knowledge  of  the  "massive 
intellect"  we  carry  under  our  hat  would  naturally  expect,  but  if  you  could  step 
into  our  shoes  for  about  a  week  you  would  no  longer  wonder  at  the  general 
-worthlessness  of  the  production.  We  have  one  consolation,  and  that  is'that  it  is 
-worth  its  price,  if  no  more.     With  these  few  remarks  we  take  up 

ARKANSAS~i888. 

The  i6th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  April  24th,  Grand  Com- 
mander P.  D.  McCuUoch,  presiding,  with  Sir  J.  A.  Henry  as  Grand  Recorder. 
The  address  is  short  but  is  a  creditable  paper,  both  to  the  head  and  heart  of  its 
Author.  His  decisions  are  sound;  his  dispensations  ditto,  ei^cept  the  first,  which 
allowed  a  subordinate  to  profane  God's  House  by  attending  Divine  Services 
4>n  '* Ascension  Day,"  as  a  body,  and  in  uniform. 

We  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  protest  against  this  sort  of  thing,  as  no  sane 
man  will  claim  that  the  desire  for  such  things  is  bom  of  a  desire  to  honor  God, 
nor  can  we  presume  that  He  who  requires  His  disciples  to  worship  Him  in  Spirit 
find  in  truth,  can  or  does  look  upon  these  displays  of  devotion,,  in  which  the 
heart  has  no  part,  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance. 

Nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented;  18  Knights  were  created — 
^dubbed,  we  think,  is  the  correct  word — 5  were  admitted,  9  dimitted,  7  died; 
3  were  suspended,  one  reinstated;  showing  a  net  gaiii  of  5.  Total  membenhip, 
362.     Two  new  Commanderies  were  organized. 

Proceedings  local.     No  Report  ou  Correspondence. 

Sir  Geo.  L.  Kimball  is  R.'.  E.\  Graud  Commander;  Sir  J.  H.  Henry,  Grand 
Becorder,  who  is  also  Chairman  of  Correspondence  Committee. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  51st  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  March   20th,   Sir 
Chas.  E.  Billings,  Grand  Commander.     All  the  Grand  Officers,   except  Sword 
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Bearer,  were  present,  together  with  a  long  array  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past 
Eminent  Commanders,  Past  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eleven 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  matters.  He 
issued  no  buncombe  dispensations,  except  those  to  attend  Divine  Service  in  uni- 
form. We  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  day  when  the  children  of  Adam  will  recognize 
the  fact  that  lip  service  and  routine  religious  performances,  in  which  the  heart 
is  not  interested,  count  for  but  very  little  on  the  credit  side  of  that  Great 
Book  of  Accounts  that  shall  be  opened  on  the  last  day. 

Appropriate  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  and  merits  of  the  fraternal  dead 
of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  The  Order  is  healthy,  financially  and  other- 
wise. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  our  valued  friend.  Sir 
Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder,  and  is,  as  usual,  a  good  one.  Mississippi 
for  1887  receives  fraternal  notice.  As  there  is  nothing  particularly  flattering 
to  our  vanity  in  it,  we  clip  his  review  of  our  effort  for  1887: 

The  author  is  a  well  known  frater,  who  has  appeared  frequently  in  this  de* 
partment,  Sir  Knight  E.  Geo.  DeLap.  He  is  a  vigorous  and  outspoken  writer, 
and  his  conclusions  are  solid,  especially  touching  the  moral  standard.  He  has 
no  love  for  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  represents  the  triennial  meetings  in  lan- 
guage rather  severe.  He  dips  his  quill  deep  into  the  potsherd  of  intemperance 
and  licentiousness,  and  evidently  sees  nothing  but  boils  and  putrid  sores. 

Connecticut  is  included  in  his  review,  and  for  his  sympathy  to  us,  we  return 
our  thanks.  He  thinks  he  knows  how  it  is  himself,  having  been  sick  for  about  a 
year.  He  writes  our  name  James  W.  instead  of  Joseph  K.,  which  must  be  the 
fault  of  his  chirography,  or  of  the  stupidity  of  the  printer,  perhaps  both.  At  all 
events,  should  the  mistake  occur  again,  kill  the  the  printer,  for  he  has  no  busi- 
ness to  live,  unless  he  can  decipher  such  griffonnage  as  is  frequently  furnished  by 
these  knights  of  the  quill.  We  know  something  about  it,  having  had  experience 
with  others*  pot  hooks  and  hangers  besides  our  own.  As  the  Reverend  Mark 
Twain  once  remarked  about  those  who  rolled  their  manuscript,  *<such  persons- 
ought  to  go  the  devil  and  they  will.'' 

We  would  allude  further  to  some  matters  in  his  report,  but  have  already  said 
more  than  we  thought,  so  end.  The  conclave  from  which  we  have  not  yet  heard 
was  held  last  February. 

The  fault  is  with  the  printer  and  we  are  thankful  for  the  warrant  to  execute 
him,  not  for  this  outrage  alone,  but  for  others,  that  make  some  of  our  sentences 
as  ungrammatical  as  is  Carson's  Bastard  Ritual.  We  will  try  him  one  more  and 
if  he  does  no  better  he  will  be  taken  out  and  shot.  We  would  like  to  devote 
more  time  to  Bro.  Wheeler,    but  time  and  space  forbid. 

Sir  Chas.  B.  Ware  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Joseph  K.  Wheeler, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter. 


COLOR  ADO— 1887. 

The  I2th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  September  22d, 
Sir  Aaron  Gove  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand 
Recorder.     Fourteen  Subordinates  were  represented. 

The  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts,  in  which  we   find  nothing  of 
general  interest.     Proceedings  local. 
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« 

The  report  on  F.  C.  is  again  the  work  of  Sir  H.  M.  Orahood,  in  which  the 
transactions  of  thirty-six  Grand  Bodies  receive  attention — Mississippi  for  1887 
among  them. 

Sir  Knight  Orahood  devotes  a  page  and  a  half  to  Mississippi,  in  a  report  cover- 
ing but  32  pages,  for  which  courtesy  we  are  obliged.  He  has  this  to  say  of  our  re- 
port: 

'*It  is  good'  enough,  what  there  is  of  it,  and  there  is  enough  of  it,  such  as 'it 
is.''  This  is  not  his  exact  language  but  it  expresses  his  meaning.  We  are,  as  yet, 
without  the  Colorado  pamphlet  for  1888,  and  as  these  proceedings  are  becoming 
venerable  on  account  of  age,  we  have  not  given  them  as  much  attention  as  we 
would  if  they  were  younger.  (We  write  this  January  14,  1889.) 

Grand  Commander,  Recorder  and  Reporter  all  continued. 


CANADA— 1888. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada  convened 
ir.  the  city  of  Toronto  on  July  17th.  Present,  M.  E.  Sir  Knight  W.  J.  B.  Mac- 
Leod Moore,  G.  C.  T., 

SUPREME   GRAND  MASTER. 

ON  THE  THRONE. 

A  long  array  of  Provincial  Priors,  **Great  Officers,"  Grand  Officers,  "Pa^ 
Great  Officers,"  **  Preceptors,"  and  the  Representatives  of  twenty-six  subordinates. 

The  * 'Allocution"  of  Grand  Master  Moore,  like  all  productions  of  liis  that 
have  preceded  it,  is  an  able  paper.  We  clip  the  following  anent  the  trouble 
between  Canada  and  the  Great  Priory  of  England  and  Wales: 

Fraters  of  the  Great  Priory  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada — Greeting: 

Entering  on  this  the  35th  year  of  the  revival  by  me  of  the  Templar  degrees  in 
Canada,  and  fifth  of  the  formation  of  this  Sovereign  Great  Priory,  I  cannot  but 
allude  to  the  impotant  events  which  have  lately  taken  place. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Great  I'riory  of  England  and  Wales,  declaring  all  in- 
tercourse with  this  Great  Priory  at  end,  in  which  even  the  existence  of  the 
Canadian  Body  is  ignored,  with  the  resignation  of  our  representative,  Frater 
Emra  Holmes,  near  the  Great  Priory  of  England,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion 
by  us  uf  their  territory  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  South  Australia,  having  be6n 
already  published,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  refer  to  it  further  than  to  explain 
the  circumstances  whichled  to  the  separation.  Personally,  I  never  regretted 
anything  more  in  my  Masonic  experience  than  the  result  of  this  contention 
between  England  and  Canada. 

To  me  the  separation  is  more  painful  than  I  can  express,  as  well  as  a  surprise 
that  it  could  ever  have  taken  place  in  my  day,  and  deeply  deplore  the  determi- 
nation of  Great  Priory  to  maintain  their  position  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  when 
it  was  shown  the  non-existence  of  Templar  Preceptories  there  under  England 
arose  from  those  which  had  formerly  existed  being  temporarily  suspended  for  not 
sending  returns,  but  not  erased.  This  gave  rise  to  the  mistake  that  the  Great 
Priory  of  England  had  ceased  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  Colony.  On  this  be- 
ing made  known  to  me,  I  pointed  out  to  Great  Priory  that  I  was  in  error,  labor- 
ing under  misapprehension,  in  granting  a  warrant,  and  was  fully  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  on  reflection  they  would  see  the  justice  of  revoking  it,  but 
having    myself  originated   the  mistake,    although   unintentionally,    I   did   not 


40  REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  [1889 

specially  recommend  its  being  done,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the  good  feeling   of 
the  members  themselves. 

The  determination  to  maintain  their  position  was  most  unfortunate  for  the  am- 
icable relations  between  the  two  Grand  Bodies. 

This  Great  Priory  allowed  itself  to  be  biased  by  Australian  brethren,  who  on 
being  refused  by  the  local  authoriries  and  the  Great  Priory  of  England  to  estab- 
lish a  Preceptory  there,  as  a  last  resource  brought  their  grievances  before  the 
Great  Priory  of  Canada,  where  they  had  personal  friends,  urging  their  claims  as 
Colonists,  on  the  plea  that  as  there  was  no  immediate  governing  independent 
Grand  Body  in  Victoria,  they  had  a  right  to  it. 

When  lascertained  it  was  the  intention  of  Great  Priory  to  abide  by  their  former 
decision,  as  also  to  issue  two  new  warrants,  I  saw  it  was  hopeless  to  look  for  a 
settlement  of  the  difficulty,  as  it  is  usual  when  there  may  be  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  parties,  and  beth  sides  are  desirous  of  doing  what  is  right, 
that  no  further  steps  be  taken  on  either  side  until  the  difficulty  is  calmly 
talked  over  and  adjusted.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  practice  in  matters  of  business 
and  also  in  law,  and  ought  to  be  more  truly  observed  in  Masonry.  I  cannot  but 
regret  that  Great  Priory  did  not  feel  this,  for  it  is  apparent  that  if  true  Masonry 
was  understood  there  could  be  no  **causis  beU€^  existing. 

Esteeming  as  I  do  British  connection,the  chief  glory  of  my  position,  I  must  ever 
venerate  and  respect  her  time-honored  and  matured  institutions,  and  the  English 
Masonic  parent  body  of  the  world  as  the  purest  and  most  constitutional  above  all 
others. 

I  cannot  forget  that  I  am  a  Templar  of  long  standing,  and  a  Mason  of  considera- 
bly more  than  half  a  century  in  the  jurisdictions  of  the  mother-land,  during 
which  long  period  I  have  become  connected  with  all  the  known  Masonic  degrees 
existing. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  fact,  that  in  this  most  unhappy  schism 
our  Templar  brothers  of  England  appear  to  have  shown  fiom  the  very  com- 
mencement but  little  consideration  for  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  Canadian 
body  by  assuming  a  dictatorial  and  authoritative  tone  in  their  demands,  as  if 
Canada  were  a  foreign  and  antagonistic  body,  instead  of  being  one  of  themselves, 
that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at  she  should  hold  to  the  original  intention  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the  dependencies  of  the  crown;  each  nationality.,  if  they 
wished  it,  being  entitled  to  establish  subordinates,  but  to  prevent  confusion  and 
discord,  it  had  not  of  late  been  acted  upon.  There  is  n'o  law.  Masonic  or  other- 
wise, why  England  alone  should  claim  sole  jurisdiction,  each  independent  gov- 
erning body  being  the  peer  of  every  other.  It  would  seem,  however,  that  English 
home  Masonic  authorities  have  arrogated  to  themselves  "exclusive  iurisdiction,** 
and  do  not  recognize  the  authority  of  any  other  governing  body  in  the  Empire 
extending  beyond  their  own  territory. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  Masonic  Templar  statutes  of  England  in  1S64, 
shows  that  before  this  period,  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England  only  claimed 
"England  and  Wales,"  but  in  that  edition  is  added,  "the  dependencies,''  show- 
ing by  the  language  that  some  one  had  interpolated  this.  "On  what  grounds 
and  authority  was  this  done?*' 

I  have  long  foreseen  it  is  only  a  question  of  time,  when  every  Colony  will  be- 
come Masonically  independent.  The  Great  Priory  of  England  will  not  be  able 
much  longer  to  keep  it  back. 

The  Colonies  are  quite  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  are  no  longer  chil- 
dren to  be  held  in  leading  strings.  The  Masonic  governing  bodies  of  England 
should  learn  moderation  in  their  demands,  and  remember  that  the  Colonists  are 
of  the  same  race,  blood  and  temperament,  and  will  not  tamely  submit  to  a  gratui- 
tous assumption  of  arbitrary  authority  over  them.  The  day  has  gone  by  when  a 
clique  of  any  Masonic  Grand  Body  can  dictate  to  the  whole  Empire.  Time  will 
correct  all  this,  and  reduce  matters  to  their  proper  level,  for  1  am  satisfied  the 
Masonic  authorities  at  home  must  gradually  and  prudently  re-adjust  Colonial 
Masonic  government  to   the   altered  Und  altering   political  status  and  circum- 
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stances  of  the  dependencies.  The  United  Kingdom  will  not  be  able  to  resist 
much  longer  the  inevitable — fates  are  in  this  unmistakeably  manifest — let  us, 
then,  have  peace  with  honor  and  right. 

But  I  fear  in  this,  as  in  other  affairs  of  life,  until  we  change  human  nature, 
we  can  never  hope  for  a  real  Brotherhood,  such  as  the  teachings  of  Masonry  in- 
dilate. 

THE  SOVEREIGN  GREAT  P&IORY  OF  VICTORIA,  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Templar  body  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria  derived  from  the  three  Precep- 
tories  authorized  by  this  Great  Priory,  having  declared  themselves  an  indepen- 
dent governing  body,  ask  for  recognition  as  such.  Under  all  the  circumstances 
and  the  pecular  position  we  have  placed  ourselves  in,  I  presume  Great  Priory 
has  no  alternative  but  to  accede  to  their  reasonable  request,  wishing  them  prosper- 
ity, with  the  hope  that  they  may  be  fortunate  in  avoiding  collision  with  other 
bodies  of  the  Order;  and  that  all  Templars  in  the  Colony  may  be  induced  to 
join  with  them  in  the  management  and  ruling  of  their  own  affairs. 

THE  EDICT  OF  NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  NEW  BRUNSWICK   SCOTTISH 

ENCAMPMENT. 

1  have  strongly  felt  the  interruption  of  the  friendly  intercourse  with  our  Scot- 
tish Templar  brethren  of  New  Brunswick,  which  at  the  time  appeared  necessary 
to  maintain  the  authority  of  Great  Priory  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  but  have  never 
been  satisfied  that  coercion  is  the  proper  way  to  convince  people  who  differ  in 
opinion  with  us,  and  it  is  not  the  way  to  preserve  friendship  or  for  Masons  to 
treat  each  other.  I  will  therefore  ask  Great  Priory,  and  strongly  recommend  that 
'*the  edict'*  of  non-intercourse  be  withdrawn,  and  the  Scottish  Encampments  of 
New  Brunswick  be  considered  on  the  same  terms  of  fraternal  regard  as  existed 
before  the  unfortunate  misunderstanding  took  place. 

We  have  copied  the  above  as  a  matter  of  useful  information  to  you.  We  for- 
bear comment  as  the  quarrel  is  not  ours.  At  the  same  time  we  desire  to  express 
our  gratification  at  the  fact  that  Canada  stands  firm  in  the  position  taken. 

He  has  this  to  say  in  concluding  this  elegant  and  learned  address: 

Fratres,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  any  of  my  remarks,  as  having  a  desire 
to  interfere  with  the  Templar  system  of  our  brethren  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  where  I  have  many  old  and  valued  friends,  or  to  disturb  the  harmony 
existing  between  the  two  jurisdictions,  but  to  explain  on  what  grounds  we  difer 
from  them,  and  our  reasons  for  doing  so.  My  sole  object  is  to  raise  the  status 
of  the  Templar  system,  and  prove  what  it  is  really  intended  to  represent  as  a 
Christian  society.  "Freemasonry  proper,"  or  pure  Craft  Masonry,  exemplifies 
the  Universal  Brotherhood  of  Man;  the  Templar  degrees  in  the  British  Empire 
— the  Christian's  faith,  but  a  Templar  system  which  does  not  profess  the  Chris- 
tian Trinitarian  belief  is  a  delusion,  a  mere  mockery,  as  representing  the 
Ancient  Order  of  the  Templars.  The  last  Grand  Master  of  the  Chivalric  Order, 
the  martyred  ** Jacques  de  Molai,"  thus  clearly  defines  the  belief  of  his  Order 
when  examined  before  the  Papal  Commissioner,  A.  D.  1309,  at  Paris,  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  against  him  The  Grand  Master  replied: — **I  acknowledge 
the  truth  of  what  you  state,  but  in  faith  the  Order  has  never  been  found  want- 
ing. I  attest  that  I  believe  in  God,  in  the  persons  of  the  Trinity,  and  in  all  oiher 
articlesof  the  Catholic  faith.  I  believe  there  is  but  one  God,  one  faith,  one 
baptism,  one  Church,  and  that  in  death  whert  the  soul  is  separated  from  the 
body,  there  is  but  one  judge  of  the  good  and  evil.  This  is  my  |belief.  This  is 
the  belief  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple."  ( Vide  history  of  the  persecution 
of    the  **Knights  Templars.") 

Procceedings  local.  Sir  Knight  H.  Robertson  submitted  the  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, covering  nearly  too  pages,  in  which  the  doings  of  twenty-nine  Grand 
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Bodies  are  courteously  reviewed,  Mississippi  for  1888  among  the  number.  He 
has  a  word  of  sympathy  for  this  Committee,  for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 
We  also  thank  him  for  copying,  entire,  our  Speed's  manly,  able  and  ringing 
protest  against  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Roome  in  regard  to  Iowa.  We  think 
it  a  very  sensible  document,  hence  that  it  ought  to  be  known  and  read  of  all  men. 
Brother  Robertson  gets  up  an  excellent  report  and  we  leave  him  and  Canada 
with  reget. 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Chancellor  re-elected. 


DAKOTA— 1888. 


The  Fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  on  Tuesday, 
May  29.  Present,  Sir  Marc  A.  Brewer,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Brice  M.  Rowley, 
Grand  Recorder,  nearly  a  full  staff  and  representatives  from  eleven  Subordinates 
and  a  dozen  Grand  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts.  He 
granted  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes,  except  those 
purely  buncombe  and  stuped  ones  allowing  several  of  his  Subordinates  to  "IN- 
VADE" Iowa!!  In  this  tom-loolery  he  but  imitates  the  custom  in  older  jurisdic- 
tions, which  is  some  extenuation.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  condition. 
Proceedings  local.    Total  membership  532;  finances  healthy. 

Sir  William  D.  Stiles  presented  the  Correspondence  Report,  in  which  the 
transactions  of  twenty-six  Grand  Bodies  are  courtesly  and  ably  reviewed — Mis- 
sissippi, for  1887,  among  the  number.  He  calls  this  Committee  **Sir  E.  G,  De* 
LapP^  but  we  forgive  him  as  we  sometimes  make  a  mistake  ourselves.  We  note 
that  Sir  Stiles  is  exceedingly  sparing  in  the  matter  of  comments,  which  is  wrong. 

Sir  Joseph  a.  Colcord  is  Grand  Commander;  Recorder  and   F.  C.  continued. 


GEORGIA— 1887. 


The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  May  18.  Six 
out  of  seven  Subordinates  were  represented. 

Grand  Commander  Ballantyne's  address  is  very  short  and  confined  entirely  to 
local  matters.  We  note  that  he  issued  twenty- five  dispensations  to  ballot  with- 
out delay.     On  this  subject  he  has  this  to  say: 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  ten4ency  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  required  de- 
lay in  balloting  for  candidates  and  conferring  the  orders  and  application  for  dis- 
pensations for  this  purpose  come  thick  and  fast.  This  practice  is  not  to  be  com- 
mended, for,  at  the  same  time  that  it  encourages  unseemly  haste  in  the  admission 
of  candidates,  it  imposes  useless  work  upon  the  Grand  Officers.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  a  fee  of  $5  per  capita  be  charged  for  each  person  so  dispensed,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Grand  Recorder  with  the  application  for  dispensation.  Such  a 
rule  has  been  adopted  in  some  other  Jurisdictions. 

In  which  we  do  not  concur.  It  would  be  much  better,  in  our  opinion,  to  so 
amend  the  law,  in  all  the  States,   as  to  leave   it   in   the  discretion  of  the   Com- 
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mandery  whether  a  petition  shall  go  at  once  to  the  ballot  or  to  a  Committee. 
This  is  one  thing,  if  there  are  no  others,  of  which  the  Subordinate  Commandery  is 
the  best  judge.  The  proposition  to  charge  %$  for  each  application  thus  favored 
is  only  commendable  as  a  killer  of  the  Subordinates.  The  delay  of  one  month 
to  which  petitions  for  the  E.  A.  degree  are  subjected  is  all  right,  but  after  that 
the  matter  should  be  left  to  the  superior  judgment,  formed  from  a  knowledge  of 
all  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  candidate's  worthiness,  6r  otherwise,  to  the 
Chapter  or  Commandery.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Grand  Commandery  re- 
fused to  approve  the  recommendation. 

The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  state,  financially  and  otherwise.      Proceedings  local. 

The  Report  of  Reviewer  of  Proceedings  of  Sister  Jurisdictions  is  the  produc- 
tion of  Sir  Samuel  P.  Hanison,  Grand  Recorder,  covers  6i  pages,  made  up  of  ex* 
tcacts,  without  comment,  from  the  transactions  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1886  and  1887  getting  one  and  a  third  pages  and  Canada 
for  1886  9  pagesj 

We  copy  the  "Salutatory:** 

To  th€  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Georgia: 

At  its  last  Annual  Grand  Conclave  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia 
passed  a  resolution  appointing  the  Grand  Recorder  a  reviewer  of  the  proceedings 
of  "Sister  Jurisdictions,"  with  directions  that  he  report  "such  matters  as  he  may 
think  of  interest  or  importance  to  this  Grand  Commandery.*'  By  another  reso- 
lution the  Grand  Recorder  was  also  directed  to  "forward  to  each  Knight  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  one  copy  of  the  proceedings.*' 

Taken  together  the  resolution  shows  that  the  intention  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery was  to  make  of  its  proceedings  an  annual  record  of  the  progress  of 
Templarism,  and  to  place  this  information  in  the  hand  of  every  Templar  in 
Geoigia. 

This  view  has  governed  the  reporter  in  the  work  which  is  now  submitted.  He 
has  not  introduced  expressions  ol  his  individual  opinion;  he  has  avoided  all  per- 
sonalities; he  has  not  even  undertaken  to  defend  the  Grand  Officers  of  Georgia 
from  criticism  not  altogether  fair,  nor  even  couched  in  the  polished  language  of 
courteous  Knighthood,  but  swerving  neither  to  the  right,  nor  to  the  left,  he  has 
kept  straight  on  in  that  course  which  he  believed  would  be  consistent  with  what 
h£  conceived  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

These  reasons  will  account  for  the  presence  in  this  report  of  many  matters, 
which  while  intended  for  the  information  and  education  of  the  Knights  in 
Georgia  (especially  the  younger  members  of  the  Order)  in  Templar  matters, 
may  not  interest  the  Band  of  Mutuals,  of  which  the  reporter  is  not  a  member  and 
has  no  desire  to  be,  not  having  the  time  to  waste  in  penning  paragraphs 
of  mutual  admiration,  or  indulging  in  acrimonious  and  useless  disputations. 

Several  proceedings  were  received  so  late  that  it  was  found  impossible,  in  the 
limited  time  allowed,  to  carry  out  the  system  of  reviewing  at  first  adopted  and 
which  it  is  thought  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  continue. 

With  these  few  explanatory  remarks  this  report  is  respectfully  and  courteously 
submitted  by  THE  GRAND  RECORDER. 

At  the  same  time  regretting  that  "Mutuals**  have  fallen  so  low  that  this 
''Grant  Intelleck**  has  no  desire  to  be  numbered  among  them.  A  good  man  is 
never  too  busy  to  commend  the  right  and  condemn  the  womg.  Sorry  our 
brother  lacks  time. 

Sir  Chas.  T.  Watson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter 
continued. 
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GEORGIA— 1888. 

Since  writing  the  above  the  Georgia  pamphlet  for  1888  has  reached  us. 

Grand  Commander  Watson's  address  is  a  business  document,  in  which  he  in- 
corporates his  official  acts  during  the  year.  He  made  many  official  visitations  to  his 
Subordinates,  which,  we  hope,  will  result  in  good  One  of  the  Commanderies 
desired  to  parade  on  ''Memorial  Day,"  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  decorating 
the  graves  of  the  deceased  Templars,  but  in  reality  to  make  a  show  of  themselves 
And  their  ''store  clothes."  The  R.*;  E,\  being  a  little  mixed  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  occasion  could,  under  the  wildest  stretch  of  the  imagination,  be  called  a 
Masonic  one,  referred  the  matter  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Georgia  for  information,  who,  very  properly  decided  that  it  was  not. 

Referring  to  the  Iowa  matter  he  says: 

"The  Allegiance  we  owe  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  vows  we  have 
taken  to  maintain  and  support  its  statutes,  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  justify  such 
directnulIiHcation  of  its  laws,  regularly  certified  to  us  by  its  proper  officers." 

In  which  we  do  not  concur. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy.  Sir  S.  R.  Hamilton  submitted  his  scissors 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Canada  occupies  20  pages  out  of  a  total  of 
70  1     Mississippi  does  not  appear  at  all,  which  is  sad — for  Georgia. 

Sir.  Jas.  L.  Fleming  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Re- 
porter as  before. 


INDIAN  A— 1888. 


The  34th  Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Indianapolis,  April  24;  Geo.  W.  F. 
Kirk,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Ten  Past  Grand  Commanders  were  pres- 
ent. Nineteen  States  were  represented  by  Grand  Representatives — Mississippi 
not  among  the  number.  Delegates  from  thirty-one  out  of  the  thirty-two  Sub* 
ordinate  Commanderies  in  the  jurisdiction  were  also  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander  makes  appropriate  mention  of  the  Knightly  Dead  of 
his  own  and  other  commands.  His  dispensations  to  "parade"  were  all  properly 
granted — no  buncombe.  From  his  decisions  we  clip  the  following  rather  singu- 
lar case: 

"Question — A  Sir  Knight  is  indefinitely  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
He  afterwards  pays  the  amount  for  which  he  was  suspended,  and  asks  to  be  re- 
stored. The  Commandery  takes  a  vote,  according  to  rule  116,  Supplement  to 
the  Code,  but  refuses  to  re-instate  him  as  a  non-affiliate.  Should  the  Commandery 
refund  his  money? 

Answer — I  am  unable  to  find  any  law  on  the  subject,  and,  never  having 
heard  of  a  similar  case,  presume  it  is  not  one  of  usage.  By  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  decide 
all  questions  of  law  and  usage,  but  he  has  no  authority  to  create  either.  The 
matter  is  therefore  left  entirely  to  the  action  of  the  Commandery,  the  suspended 
Knight  having  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Grand  Commandery  if  Commandery  re- 
fuses to  refund  his  money. 

We  do  not  see  it  by  those  lamps.  Unless  a  failure  to  pay  dues  in  Indiana  is  a 
^rime,  no  matter  what  the  cause  of  failing  to  pay  may  be,  then  it  was 
clearly  the  duty  of  the  Commandery   to   restore   the    Sir    Knight    to    good 
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Standing  in  the  Order.  They  had  no  right  to  refuse  the  money  paid, 
nor  had  they  the  right  to  refund  it  after  it  was  paid.  Its  payment,  of  itself, 
raised  the  suspension  and  left  the  Sir  Knight  in  good  standing  without 
any  action  of  the  Commandery.  This  is  the  common>sense  view  of  the 
status,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  the  law  in  that  State.  The  Com- 
mandery evidently  desired  to  get  rid  of  the  Sir  Knight  and  adopted  this  singu- 
lar and  very  unjust  plan  of  doing  so.  If  he  is  unworthy  to  be  restored  to  good 
standing  there  is  bound  to  be  some  reason  for  it  beyond  the  dues  matter,  hence 
the  proper  way  to  do  would  be  to  prefer  charges,  try  and  expel  him— using,  if 
necessary,  the  amount  paid  in  by  him  to  pay  an  attorney  to  prosecute  him  ! 

Another  question  was,  whether  dues  could  be   collected   or  exacted  from   a 

Comp.R.  A.  Mason  who  had  applied  for  the  orders,  been  elected  and  had  depos- 
ited the  fees  for  the  orders  but  had  failed  to  take  them  for  several  years !  Of 
course  this  query  was  bom  of  a  desire  to  retain  as  much  of  the  deposit  as  possible ! 
and  also,  of  course,  there  could  be  but  one  reply  to  this  very  singular  proposition 
—No.  - 

The  R.'.  £.*.  has  some  pertinent  and  not  altogether  flattering  remarks  in  refers 

ence  to  Carson's  Bastard,  but  is  silent  on  the  Iowa  muss. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  fairly  condition,  financially  and  ocherwise.  Tolal 
membership  2605;  a  gain  of  twenty  eight  during  the  year. 

Our  old  friend  Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle  again  comes  to   the  front  with   one   of 

his  good  reports,  which  covers  126  pages,  and  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty- 
eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous  notice — Mississippi  for  1887  re- 
ceiving her  due  share .  Under  Iowa  he  quotes  Grand  Commander  Dewey's  ad^ 
dress  on  the  subject  of  Ritual;  also  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  said  address, 
but  is  under  the  impression  that  Iowa's  position,  and  ours,  is  untenable.  Perhaps 
so.  Sir  Ruckle  quotes  quite  extensively  Irom  Sir  Vaughn's  address,  but  without 
comment-  He  also  clips  a  iew  words  from  our  observations  in  reference  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  in  which  he  evidently  does  not  concur,  which  we  regret. 
We  beg  to  disclaim,  however,  the  paternity  of  the  comparison  of  the  G/.  E.*. 
with  the  Congress.  The  comparison  was  made  by  the  Grand  Commander  of  Ar- 
kansas. We  are  not  exactly  certain  whether  the  abolition  of  both  would  not 
be  beneficial— the  first  to  the  morals  and  the  other,  both  to  the  morals  and  poli> 
tics  of  the  country.  We  clip  Bro.  Ruckle's  statistical  table  and  closing  remark» 
for  your  information: 

In  numerical  strength  New  York  again  leads  with  7,994  members;  Pennsylva- 
nia is  second,  with  7,770;  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  third,  7,217;  Illinois 
fourth,  6,939;  Ohio  fifth,  5,643;  Michigan  sixth,  3,768;  Iowa  seventh,  3,601; 
Missouri  eighth,  2,874;  Indiana  ninth,  2,590. 

Appollo,  of  Chicago,  as  for  many  years  past,  is  the  strongest  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  in  the  world,  reporting  630  ;  Boston,  of  Boston,  621  ;  Mary,  of 
Philadelphia,  572,  St.  John,  of  Philadelphia,  542  ;  St.  Bernard,  of  Chicago,  532. 

Philadelphia  may  justly  be  called  the  Templar  stronghold,  the  Commanderies 
there  located  reporting  2,594  members;  the  Illinois  returns  show  1,569  Templars 
in  Chicago,  while  the  returns  for  the  Commanderies  in  the  great  city  of  New 
New  York  only  aggregate  1,369. 

A  comparison  of  the  returns  of  Grand  Commanderies  made  at  the  session  of 
1877  with  those  of  1887  is  interesting  as  showing  where  the  growth  of  Templar- 
ism  has  been. 

In  the  West:  California  has  gained  140  per  cent.;  Illinois,  80  per  cent.;  Indiana, 
34  per  cent.;  Iowa,  134  per  cent ;  Kansas,  344  per  cent.;  Michigan,  65  per  cent.r 
Missouri,  134  per  cent.;  Ohio,  113  per  cent.;  Wisconsin,  100  per  cent.;  Minnesota, 
1 50  per  cent. 

In  the  East:  New  York  has  gained  14  per  cent.;  Pennsylvania,  25  per  cent; 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  23  per  cent.;  Connecticut,  14  per  cent.;  Maine, 
25  per  cent ;  New  Hampshire,  30  percent;  New  Jersey  10 per  cent. 


46 


REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


I1889 


In  the  South :  Maryland  gains  4  per  cent.;  Tennessee,  10  per  cent.;  Texas,  lao 
per  cent.;  Virginia,  10  per  cent.;  Arkansas,  I41  per  cent.;  Georgia,  20  per  cent.; 
jCentucky,  34  per  cent.;  Alabama  loses  14  per  cent.;  Tennessee,  32  per  cent ,  and 
Mississippi,  60  per  cent. 

Grand  Recorders'  tables  are  not  always  a  delight  to  a  dabbler  in  statistics. 
Chapman,  of  Massachusetts,  in  no  place  gives  the  location  of  his  Commanderies, 
though  he  gives  a  complete  directory  of  their  offices  and  a  list  of  Past  Eminent 
Commanders,  and  to  find  what  Illinois  Commanderies  were  located  in  Chicago 
we  had  to  look  to  the  pay-roll  to  see  whose  representatives  drew  no  mileage. 
Macoy,  of  New  York,  furnishes  no  statistical  tables,  but  only  makesarecapitula* 
tion. 


States. 


Alabama. 

Arkansas 

California 

Connecticut 

Colorado 

Dakota. 

Georgia : . . . 

Iowa 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine    

Maryland 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.. 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska. 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

NewYork 

North  Carolina 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Teqnessee 

Texas 

Vermont. . 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Grand  Encampment  Subordinates. 

Total 

Net  Gain 


Members. 
ia86. 


191 

3»7 

1.979 

»,495 
700 

381 

403 

3.492 

6,854 

2,S"5 

1,587 

1,464 

313 

1.898 

75» 
6,813 

3,650 
1,462 

3H 

2,571 

775 
1,291 

1,198 

7,755 

5.538 


7,422 

797 
980 

865 
884 


340 

».975 
2,196 

71,346 


Members. 
1887. 


202 

345 

2,097 

1.535 

727 

458 

387 
3.601 

6,939 
2,590 
1,720 

1,497 

307 
1,940 

819 

7,217 
3.768 

».545 
203 

2,874 
856 

1.336 
1.223 

7.994 
195 

5.643 
174 

7,770 
790 

1,098 
902 
882 


365 

1.923 
2,012 

73.934 


Loss. 


16 


III 


52 
174 

368" 


Gain. 


7 
28 
118 
40 
27 
77 


109 

85 

75 

133 

33 


42 

67 

404 

118 

88 


303 

81 

45 

25 

239 
20 

105 

174 
348 


108 

37 


25 


2,956 
2,588 
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Sir  Reuben  Peden  Knightstown  is  Grand  Commander.     Sir  John   M.    Bram- 
well,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Sir  N.  R.  Ruckle,  Reporter. 


ILLINOIS— 1887. 


The  31st  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  25.  R.'. 
E.*.  Sir  Wilbur  Fisk  Bromfield,  presided;  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder. 

Sirs  Hugh  McCurdy,  of  Michigan.  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  Past  Grand  Commander  Parvin  of  Iowa,  were  visitors  and  each  made 
a  pleasant  little  speech. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  devoted  mostly  to  local  matters.  He  re* 
ports  the  year  past  as  having  been  a  prosperous  one  in  that  jurisdiction. 

Commanderies  have  aroused  to  the  importance  of  greater  care  in  the  selection 
of  those  who  shall  pass  the  portals  of  their  Asylums,  permitting  none  but  the 
moral,  pure  and  good  to  enter  :here;  with  the  same  care  they  have  puiged  them> 
selves  of  the  immoral,  impure  and  dishonorable,  those  who  have  brought  dis- 
grace and  contumely  upon  the  Templar  name  and  profession. 

May  this  sort  of  revival  spread.  He  pays  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
magnanimous  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  He  issued  many 
dispensations  for  the  boys  to  dress  up  in  their  good  clothes  and  buckle  on  their 
'Hrusty  blades,"  but  all  for  proper  purposes.  We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  he 
refused 

One  application  for  a  dispensation  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day,  and  also  one 
to  parade  during  the  visit  of  President  Cleveland  in  Chicago,  neither  being  a  Ma- 
sonic Occasion. 

His  decisions  are,  in  our  opinion,  sound.  As  a  whole,  the  address  is  an  ex- 
cellent paper. 

Proceedings  locaL  Total  membership  6,929.  A  healthy  balance  in  Grand 
Treasury. 

The  Correspondence  report  covers  112  pages  and  is  the  work  of  Sir  Hy.  C. 
Ranney.  It  it  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  world  are  considered  in  that 
courteous,  gentle  and  fraternal  way  that  commends  Bro.  Ranney's  reports  to 
those  who  enjoy  choice  literature. 

From  his  review  of  Iowa,  (1886),  and  referring  to  ''Ritual"  matter  we  clip  the 
following: 

We  are  glad  to  see  the  ^^motUrn'^  theatrical  gags  eliminated  from  the  work; 
we  know  **ctap  trap*"*  is  beautiful  and  impressive;  and  as  long  as  individuals  could 
IMPROVE  the  work  (God  save  the  mark)  no  one  protested;  the  present  (new) 
Ritual  may  not  be  perfection,  huitis  thwiy-fivi  years  old^  anyhow;  and  is  nearer 
the  old  work  (if  anyone  knows  what  it  is)  than  anything  else  we  have  seen,  or  are 
likely  to  get.  As  to  the  manner  of  its  adoption,it  was  a  disgrace;  but  then  we  know 
that  important  business  is  always  transacted  by  the  few;  it  takes  an  election  to  get  a 
crowd  out;  and  this  Ritual  business  for  some  reason  was  left  for  the  last  and  hur- 
ried part  of  the  session.  And  we  have  a  painful  recollection  that  the  Exposition 
Building  was  infernally  hot  and  uninviting\  WB  have  not  been  well  since  we  were 
there. 

Mississippi  for  1887  received  due  attention  at  his  hands. 
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As  we  hope  to  receive  the  proceedings  of  1888  before  this  report  is  closed, 
(we  write  this  January  24,  1S89)  we  will  devote  no  further  space  to  Illinois. 

R.\E.'.  Sir  E.  S.  Mulliner  was  Grand  Commander  for  1888,  Grand  Recorder 
and  Reporter  same  as  before. 


I  L  L I N  O  I  S— 1888. 

The  23rd  Annual  Conclave  assembled  in  the  Asylum  of  Apollo  Commandery, 
-No.  I,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  23.0  Sir  Edward  S.  Mulliner,  R.*.  E.-. 
Grand  Commander,  presiding;  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  in  their  places  and  the 
Representatives  of  fifty-six  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Address  is  an  excellent  paper.  In  it  the  Grand  Commander  reports  his 
compliance  with  the  orders  of  Grand  Master  Roome  in  the  promulgation  of  his 
famous  **Bull  of  Excommunication"  against  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 
He  also  felicitates  himself  and  our  Illinois  brethren  on  the  fact  of  their  superior 
knowledge  of  law  and  propriety;  their  unswerving  loyalty  to  the  **powers  that 
be*'  and,  although  he  does  not  mention  our  poor,  but  deluded,  fellow  soldiers  of 
Iowa,  in  that  particular  connection,  yet  his  intention  to  crow  over  the  latter  is 
apparent.  His  decisions  are  sound.  He  issued  no  * 'buncombe'*  dispensations 
for  parade.  He  did,  however,  allow  himself  to  conform  to  the  stupid  rule  in  re- 
gard to  *  invasion"  of  another  jurisdiction — that  of  Iowa.  It  occurs  us  that  this 
sort  of  far-fetched  non-sensical  nonsense  should  be  discontinued,  at  least  in  so 
far  as  it  affects  the  visiting  of  Commands  in  different  States  of  our  common  country. 
If  any  of  our  Commanderies  wished  to  visit  Canada,  or  any  other  foreign  country, 
there  might  be  some  sense  in  asking  permission  to  **invad€"  but  to  require  it  be- 
tween our  different  States  is  the  essence  of  stupidity ! 

Referring  to  the  Iowa  trouble  he  incorporates  the  respectful  protest  of  that 
Grand  Body  against  the  Templar  decaptation  of  three  thousand  of  as  loyal  and 
intelligent  fraters  as  there  are  in  this  ''great  and  glorious"  country  of  ours,  at  one 
fell  swoop  by  the  High-Cock-a-Lorum  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  can't  see 
how  he  can  or  could,  being  "trooly.loil,"  do  otherwise  than  to  enforce  the  Edict. 
He  ought  to  have  a  little  of  our  Speed's  backbone  as  well  as  his  discernment* 
On  the  whole  the  address  is  an  admirable  one  and  is  a  credit  both  to  its  author 
and  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  shows  the  presence  of  nineteen 
Past  Grand  Commander! — nearly,  if  not  quite  as  many  as  we  have  of  delegates  \ 
Our  old  friend  and  fellow  "Mutual,"  Carpenter  of  Wisconsin,  was  present  and 
made  a  speech. 

Referring  again  to  the  Iowa  trouble  we  find  ^the  following  in  a  report  of  the 
Law  Committee,  which  shows  the  practical  effort  of  the  "Edict:" 

To  that  portion  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander's  address  that  refers  to  the 
present  standing  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  also  to  the  communica- 
tions submitted  yesterday  by  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  L.  L.  Munn  upon  the  same  subject,  all 
of  which  was  referred  to  this  Committee,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  the 
following: 

Resolved,     That  in  view  of  the  Edict  of  the  M.*.  E.'.  Grand    Master,    Charles 
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Roome,  dated  28th  day  of  May,  1888,  it  would  be  improper  for  this  Grand  Body 
to  express  an  opinion,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  unhappy  controversy,  and  that  the 
communications  received  upon  this  subject,  be.  respectfully  returned  to  the  Sir 
Knights  presenting  the  same. 

John  M.  Pearson, 
Jas.  a.  Hawley, 
Henry  Turner, 
Jas.  G.  Elwood, 
J.  L.  White, 

Committee. 
Brilliant,  ain't  it?     Courteous,  Knightly,  Christian  ! !     In  a — horn. 
Order  very  prosperous.     Finances  in  good  shape. 

Sir  Henry  C.  Ranney  is  the  author  ot  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which 
covers  over  160  pages,  and  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  world  is  passed  upon 
— Mississippi  for  1888  coming  in  far  her  full  share  of  attention.  Our  frater 
evidently  dislikes  our  style,  (which  is  sad  as  well  as  indicating  a  weak  mind)  as 
the  following  very  flattering  remark  of  his,  after  quoting  some  of  our  sensible  ob- 
servations to  the  lamented  Sayre,  of  Alabama,  on  the  "Triennial  Drunk''  matter. 
Hear  him.  "The  whole  character  of  this  review  is  so  identical  that  beyond  the 
first  extract  as  a  sample,  we  have  no  further  use  for  it."  He  also  pays  his  re- 
spects to  Sir  Speed  in  the  annexed  terse  and  crushing  style: 

Our  attention  is  called  to  a  most  extraordinary  document,  issued  over  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State,  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  and 
attested  with  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Referring  to  the  action  of  the  Grand. Master  in  declaring  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Iowa  to  be  in  a  state  of  "disloyalty  and  rebellion,"  he  issues  a  letter  of 
protest  and  remonstrance  addressed  to  the  Grand  Master.  We  only  wish  to  no- 
ticet  he  first  item  of  the  protest.     (Italic  ours.) 

"That  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  confers  no  authority  upon 
the  Grand  Master  to  pursue  coercive  measures  against  a  Grand  Commandery." 

M.*.  £.'.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  Grand  Master,  in  his  report  to  the  Grand  En- 
campment, (see  pages  19,  20,  21,  proceedings  1859)  tells  what  he  did  with  Ohio, 
after  their  insubordination  in  1857,  and  his  concluding  remarks:  "It  is  also  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  at  the  last  reorganization  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Ohio,  in  October,  1859  (?i858),  tut  a  single  Tempiarwas  eiectcd  to  office  except  such 
cu  were^  cu  the  time^  believed  to  be  loyal  to  thi  constitution  of  your  honorable  body^  and 
opposed  to  all  of  the  preceding  and  disorganizing  acts,** 

Such  should  be  the  fate  of  Traitors  always. 

And  again,  M.*.  E.*.  Sir  B.  B.  French,  Grand  Master,  in  his  address  to 
Grand  Encampment  in  1862,  says:  "The  R.*.  E.  .  Grand  Commandery  of  the 
State  Vermont,  at  its  annual  meeting  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last,  passed  a 
resolution  dissolving  its  connection  with  the  G.*.  E.*.  of  the  United  States.  *  *  * 
As  soon  as  it  came  to  my  knowledge,  believing  it  to  be  a  solemn  duty  to  place 
upon  that  act  the  seal  of  my  disapprobation  in  as  energetic  a  manner  as  possible, 
I  issued  an  Edict  on  the  i8th  day  of  March,  which  was  promulgated  through  our 
v.*.  E.*.  Grand  Recorder,  declaring  said  Grand  Commandery  out  of  the  pale  of 
Templar  Masonry. '  * 

This  brought  Vermont  to  time,  and  if  the  same  knightly  courtesy  and  regard 
for  obligations  still  existed,  we  should  not  have  seen  the  late  instances  of  insub- 
ordination in  Iowa,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  Surely  the  Grand  Master 
has  precedents  enough  to  justify  his  acts,  and  to  establish  the  power  vested 
in  him. 

The  remainder  of  this  open  letter  is  not  worth  attention;  the  subject  matter  is 
for  the  Grand  Encampment  to  act  upon;  in  the  meantime,  our  duty  is  Obe- 
dience. 

Poor  Fred  !     Crawl  into  your  hole  and  pull  the  hole  in  after  you  ! 
COM-4 
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This  giant  intellect,  who  thus  wipes  out  the  glory  and  greatness  of  your  Grand 
Commander  and  able  Reporter,  reserves  his  comment  until  he  comes  to  the  **cont 
elusion"  of  his  report,  where  we  find  this  brilliant  suggestion  to  the  "Autocra- 
ofall  the  Templars:" 

Iowa  has  just  met  in  Annual  Conclave,  and  if  the  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings, copied  from  a  Chicago  paper  of  October  20th,  is  correct,  the  question  sug- 
gests itself  that  the  Grand  Commaudery  of  that  State,  being  a  body  created  by, 
and  established  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  by  again  defy- 
ing the  power  of  the  Grand  Master,  should  not  have  its  warrant  forfeited,  and 
that  the  Grand  Master  declare  it  unoccupied  territory,  and  issue  dispensations  to 
loyal  Knights,  for  there  must  be  some,  to  form  and  open  Commanderies  subor- 
dinate to  Grand  Encampment. 

The  idea  of  a  man  being  a  Templar  and  entertaining  such  vindictive  feelings  I 
We  shall  see  what  we  shall  see.  If  his  R.  H.  would  just  try  a  little  game  like 
that  suggested  by  our  "trooly  loil"  brother  he  would  not  only  kill  off  the  Central 
Excresence,  but  bury  the  carcas  and  expel  the  sexton.  Go  in,  Lemons,  and  get 
squoze! 

Sir  Norman  Theo.  Cassette  is  G.  C;  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
Sir  John  Smith,  Correspondent. 


IOWA— 1888. 


The  25th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  October  18;  R.*.  E.*. 
Sir  Clarke  Vamnm,  G.*.  C.'.:  Sir  Alf.  Wingate,  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  able  paper.  After  an  epitome  of  his 
minor  official  acts  the  whole  history  and  correspondence  in  the  ''Ritual"  matter 
is  given.  The  deliverences  of  our  Iowa  fraters,  and  particularly  those  of  R.  *.  £.*. 
Sir  Vamum,  on  this  subject,  have  been  so  widely  disseminated  and  so  generally 
read  that  we  will  not  copy  any  portion  of  the  address,  as  this  cannot  be  done  with 
justice  to  the  distinguished  author.  If  we  had  space  and  money  to  print,  we 
would  incorporate  every  word  of  the  address  referring  to  this  vexed  question, 
but  we  are  short  of  both.  We  beg  to  state,  however,  that,  in  our  opinion,  the 
Grand  Commandery  and  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa  are  away  ahead  in  the 
matter  of  argument  as  well  as  brains  in  this  controversy. 

He  reports  the  Order  in  its  usual  healthy  and  growing  condition  in  Iowa,  not- 
withstanding the  attempt  of  Grand  Master  Roome  to  squelch  them. 

We  find  in  the  proceedings  Bro.  Speed's  circular  to  Subordinate  Commanderies 
aad  his  manly,  able,  dignified  and  unanswerable  protest  against  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter's treatment  of  Iowa. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  report  of  Committee  on  Grand  Commander's 
address: 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  needs  no  special  commendation  from  us* 
It  speaks  for  itself  in  terms  more  eloquent  than  any  we  could  command,and  com 
mends  itself  to  the  thoughtful  and  candid  consideration  of  every  intelligent 
reader.  No  amount  of  praise  that  we  could  bestow  would  add  a  single  laurel  to 
the  brow  of  its  talented  author,  nor  intensify  the  admiration  of  his  hearers  or 
readers  for  the  clearness  and  scholarly  manner  in  which  he  has  presented  the   re- 
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cord  of  his  official  transactions  of  the  past  year,  and  we  therefore  refrain  from  any 
attempt  to  bestow  the  praise  so  justly  merited. 

In  each  word  and  sentiment  of  which  we  concur,  fuDy. 

On  motion  of  our  beloved  old  friend,  Past  Grand  Commander  Dr.  Guilbert, 
the  Grand  Recorder  cast  the  u^ianimous  vote  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  Sir 
Clarke  Vamum  as  Grand  Commander — all  which  was  eminently  proper  and 
right. 

The  Ritual  Rebellion  matter  is  the  subject  of  an  able  and  exhaustive  report 
from  the  Law  Committee,  which  we  hope  every  member  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment [will  read  before  the  assembling  of  that  Body  in  October  next.  We 
would  be  glad  to  copy,  but  it  is  too  long  and  won't  bear  dissection. 

Sir  T.  R.  Ercanbrack  is  the  author  of  an  excellent  report  on  F.  C,  in  which 
the  transactious  of  twenty-nine  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  digested  in  his  usual 
forcible,  courteous  and  able  manner — Mississippi  for  1888  receiving  her  due 
share  of  pleasant  attention.     We  clip  as  follows  from  his  opening: 

Comrades: — When  last  we  met  in  Annual  Conclave  we  thought  ourselves  as 
loyal  and  true  a  Templar  body  as  any  on  the  globe.  When  we  separated  at  Os- 
kaloosa  little  recked  we  that  we  had  committed  any  act  of  disloyalty  or  rebellion. 
We  never  were  inspired  by  a  greater  zeal  for  Templarism  than  when  we  adopted 
that  much-quoted  report  in  regard  to  the  new  ritual.  The  language  of  that  re- 
port might  have  been  more  guarded  and  perspicuous,  and  more  fully  set  forth 
our  meaning  and  intentions.  Our  thoughts  were  then  bent  towards  the  Grand 
Encampment;  we  knew  no  other  superior  power  that  had  complete  jurisdiction 
•of  the  subject-matter.  Having  passed  our  lives  in  a  free  republic,  it  did  not 
occur  to  us  that  we  were  subject  to  a  ruler  who  could  at  a  word  destroy  our 
Templar  franchises. 

In  our  last  report  we  are  quoted  as  saying:  **Grand  Master  Roome  is  a  very 
liberal-minded  gentleman;  he  is  neither  autocratic  nor  aggressive;  we  are  in  safe 
hands."  We  beg  leave  to  recall  that  sentiment. 

He  then  copies  an  article  by  our  Speed,  from  the  "Voice  of  Masonry,"  entitled 
"Loyal  or  Disloyal,"  with  this  remark:  "And  as  we  have  a  most  accomplished 
advocate,  he  shall  speak  for  us." 

We  should  be  glad  to  devote  more  space  to  Sir  E's.  report,  but  fear  the  40  pages 
allowed  are  already  full.  We  leave  Iowa  with  the  fervent  prayer  that  her  ene- 
mies may  be  confounded  and  overthrown  and  that  the  effort  of  his  R.  H.  to  squelch 
the  three  thousand  Templars  of  Iowa  may  play  the  boomerang  with  him,  his 
aiders  and  abettors,  wheresoever  dispersed. 

Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


K  E  N  T  U  C  K  Y— 1888. 

The  41st  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Maysville,  May  9.  The  Grand  Com- 
mandery was  tendered  an  elegant  reception  by  Maysville  Commandery.  Some 
speeches  were  made  and  a  good  time  was  had. 

The  session  opened  with  Grand  Commander  Sandifer  in  the  East  and  a  full 
staff.  Much  of  the  address  is  devoted  to  the  memory  of  the  courteous  dead  of 
his  own  and  other  jurisdictions.     From  his  decisions  we  clip  the  following: 

Query  I. — If  a  Sir  Knight  casting  a  black  ball  withdraws  his  objection  be- 


52  REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  [1889 

tween  the  Stated  Conclaves,  can  the  Eminent  ^Commander  declare  the  ballot 
clear,  and  confer  the  Orders,  or  will  he  have  to  wait  until  a  Stated  Conclave,  and 
have  another  ballot  ? 

Answer, — After  a  candidate  has  been  declared  rejected,  the  Sir  Knight  casting 
the  black  ball  cannot  withdraw  his  objection  at  a  subsequent  called  or  Stated 
Conclave,  nor  can  the  petition  be  renewed,  and  another  ballot  had  until  six 
months  after  his  rejection. 

The  secrecy  of  the  ballot  must  be  sacredly  guarded,  and  to  disclose  the  same 
would  be  a  Knightly  offense. 

We  respectfully  dissent.  The  black  ball  may  have  been  cast  under  a  misap- 
prehension of  facts  and  to  make  the  petition  undergo  the  penalty  of  rejection, 
for  no  crime,  for  a  period  of  six  months  is  manifestly  unjust.  It  was  perfectly 
competent  for  the  Grand  Commander  to  authorize  the  retaking  of  the  ballot  at 
the  next  Conclave  and  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so. 

We  must  not  forget  that  those  who  knock  at  our  doors  are  Comp.  R.  A. 
Masons  and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  the  utmost  consideration.  The  rule  laid  down, 
if  good  law  anywhere,  and  this  we  doubt,  would  be  applicable  only  in  the  case  of 
a  profane  petition  to  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  declined  to  allow  a  subordinate  to  act 
as  escort  to  the  State  Officers  on  the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  a 
distinguished  citizen,  not  a  Mason,  from  the  vault  to  the  grave.  Sensible. 
Touching  the  ''Ritual"  he  has  this  to  say: 

The  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  (when  less  than  one-third  of 
the  Representatives  entitled  to  vote  were  present)  meets  with  general  disfavor  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

Uniformity  is  much  to  be  desired,  but  if  it  cannot  be  had  without  a  sacrifice  of 
all  that  is  beautiful  and  impressive  in  our  ceremonies,  it  had  best  be  let  alone. 

This  question  should,  and  doubtless  will  be  re-opened  at  the  next  Triennial 
Conclave. 

Which  has  our  endorsement. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  condition,  financially  and  otherwise. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  Charles  R.  Woodruff,  is  once  more  the  author 
of  an  admirable  report  on  Correspondence,  covering  108  pages,  and  in  which  the 
transactions  of  35  Grand  Templar  Bodies  receive  courteous  attention — Missis- 
sissippi  for  1887  being  among  them  and  receiving  due  and  pleasant  notice.  Sir 
Charles's  "protest"  against  our  criticisms  of  the  "Grand  Encampment  and  Tri- 
ennial generally"  are  "  received  and  filed."  Sir  Charles  also  treats,  at  length, 
on  the  subject  of  "Grand  Commanders,"  "Life  Membership"  and  "The 
Ritual,"  under  the  head  of  "Special  Subjects."  As  the  first  subject  named  is- 
the  one  in  which  we  are  mostly  interested,  we  copy  it  in  full : 

RIGHT  EMINENT  GRAND  COMMANDERS. 

The  Grand  Commanders  of  Templar  Bodies  are  fortunate  in  not  having  "  tra- 
ditions and  landmarks "  to  interpret  for  any  use  of  authority,  and  are  guided 
strictly  by  the  law  as  plainly  laid  down. 

Occasionally  one  of  these  dignitaries  refers  to  "  custom  and  usage  " — Masonic 
or  otherwise— when  he  is  dubious  of  the  correctness  of  an  official  act,  but  this- 
weak  excuse  is  seldom  made. 

A  caretul  examination  of  the  special  dispensations  that  have  been  granted  this 
year  by  the  several  Grand  Commanders,  shows  the  prevalence  of  a  conservative 
spirit,  and  a  strong  desire  to  keep  clearly  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  only 
a  few  such  official  acts  can  be  found  open  to  objections. 

It  is  within  the  experience  of  almost  every  Grand  Commander,  that  he  is  writ- 
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ten  to  upon  the  slighest  impulse  by  all  sorts  of  Templars,  on  all  kinds  of  sub- 
jects, and  that  Commanderies  make  a  variety  of  reasonable  and  unreasonable  re- 
quests ;  and  that  almost  the  whole  of  this  correspondence  might  be  avoided  by 
consulting  the  law  for  themselves. 

The  authority  that  is  vested  in  the  Grand  Commander  is  of  considerable  lati- 
tude, as  much  is  left  to  his  discretion  and  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
Its  Code  of  Statutes  and  Digest,  contains  a  full  and  explicit  statement  of  the 
power  of  a  Grand  Commander,  and,  being  the  supreme  law,  is  final  in  determin- 
ing such  power. 

Some  Grand  Commanderies,  however,  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  rehabilitate 
their  presiding  officers  with  the  authority  already  bestowed  upon  them  as  above, 
by  passing  special  statutes :  as  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri 
•changing  its  Statutes  so  as  to  empower  the  Grand  Commander  to  give  written 
permission  to  Subordinate  Commanderies  ''to  act  upon  petitions  at  Stated  Con- 
claves within  a  less  period  than  four  weeks,"  when  the  Grand  Encampment  has 
more  liberally  provided  that  *'  petitions  can  be  received  and  acted  on  only  at 
Stated  Conclaves,  unless  by  written  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander." 

The  Grand  Encampment  instructs  that  dispensations  for  a  Commandery  to  ap- 
pear in  public  in  Templar  costume  should  be  restricted  to  Masonic  occasions  only, 
and  that  the  determination  of  what  is  a  **  Masonic  occasion  "  belongs  to  the 
Orand  Lodge? 

To  take  this  ruling  in  its  strictest  sense  would  deprive  many  of  the  Command- 
eries of  the  enjoyment  of  some  of  the  festivities  and  parades  that  they  have  been 
Accustomed  to  celebrate  from  time  immemorial,  and  would  relegate  <*fuss  and 
feathers  "  into  a  cruel  desuetude,  too  sad  to  contemplate. 

Hence  it  would  be  a  bold  and  cold  Grand  Commander  indeed  who  wauld  re- 
fuse the  request  of  a  Commandery  to  visit  another  Commandery,  or  to  have  a 
review,  a  parade,  a  ball,  or  an  excursion  in  full  uniform,  and  with  banners  and 
music  galore. 

We  find  that  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Qrand  Commander  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Grand  Encampment  have  been  enlarged  in  subsequent  enactments, 
fls  embodied  in  the  Code  and  Digest,  and  have  made  the  following  summary 
of  them ;  premising  that  the  language  of  the  Grand  Encampment  Constitution 
IS  most  generally  adopted  in  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  of  the  several  Grand 
Commanderies. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  declares  that  a  Grand  Commander 
lias  the  power — To  have  a  watchful  supervision  over  the  Commanderies ;  to  sus- 
pend any  officer  of  Grand  or  Subordinate  Commanderies  ;  to  arrest  charters  or 
dispensations  ;  to  visit  and  preside ;  to  attend  Grand  Encampment  Conclaves ;  to 
«ee  that  the  Grand  Recorder  discharges  his  duty,  and  to  call  Special  Conclaves 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  his  discretion. 

The  **  Code"  contains  the  following  additional  powers  and  authorities: 

To  grant  Commanderies  permission  to  appear  in  public,  as  such,  upon  other 
that  funeral  occasions ;  to  command  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  public,  in  his 
own  State  or  out  of  it ;  to  install  all  officers ;  to  authorize  a  new  election,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  in  Subordinate  Commanderies;  to  grant  permission  to  ballot  out  of 
time ;  to  grant  permission  for  a  Commandery  to  take  another  baliot ;  to  autho- 
rize a  Ccnnmandery  of  the  ''indispensable  number;"  to  relieve  an  officer,  and  ap- 
point another  in  a  Commandery  under  dispensation ;  to  constitute  new  Com- 
manderies, in  person  or  by  proxy ;  to  make  decisions — which  are  binding  on  his 
Subordinates  as  soon  as  known  ;  to  allow  a  Commandery  to  attend  a  funeral  of 
any  other  than  a  Templar ;  to  permit  public  installation  outside  of  Asylums;  to 
grant  a  dispensation  for  a  Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  a  candidate 
•elected  by  another  Commandery,  at  the  request  of  said  other  Commandery. 

He  retains  his  title  of  "  Past  Grand  Commander,"  and  is  made  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  by  his  election  (and  installation)  as  Grand  Commander 
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and  remains  a  member  r    long  as  he  is  in  good  standing,   wherever  be  his  resi- 
dence. 

Among  the  dispensations  that  we  have  observed  in  the  present  review  are  a 
few  that  appear  to  rather  transcend  the  ample  authority  conceded  to  the  Grand 
Commander,  and  to  infringe  upon  the  duties  of  the  Subordinate  Commandery 
in  the  enforcement  of  its  By-Laws  ;  as,  for  instance  :  "  Permission  for  a  Subord- 
inate Commandery  to  meet  other  than  at  the  stated  time  to  transact  business- 
connected  with  the  Triennial  Pilgrimage.'* 

Permission  for  a  Commandery  <'to  advance  the  hour  of  opening  Regular  Con- 
clave four  hours — this  being  the  occasion  of  the  Annual  Conclave — in  order  that 
a  number  of  members  residing  out  of  the  city  might  witness  the  conference  of 
the  Orders. 

Permitting  seven  Commanderies  to  parade  on  **  Memorial  Day,"  and  five  Com- 
manderies  to  parade  on  '*  the  Fourth  of  July  " — because^  as  the  Right  Eminent 
states,  **believing  as  I  do  that  this  is  a  military  Order,  and  one  that  should  be 
encouraged  in  participating  in  the  exercises  on  all  reasonable  occasions,^'* 

Italics  ours, — as  we  deem  this  lucid  explanation  an  excellent  peiiod  to  our  art- 
icle, already  too  prolix. 

We  should  also  like  to  copy  his  closing,  which  is  exceptionally  good,  but  our 
space  for  Kentucky  is  full.  We  find  nothing  in  reference  to  our  poor  fratres  of 
Iowa,  which  is  strange. 

Sir  Horace  January  is  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C, 
continued. 


KANSAS— 1888. 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  Wichita,  May  8th;  R.\  E.*.  J, 
Jay  Buck,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder.  Represent 
tatives  were  present  from  twenty-four  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  of  local  interest.  We  note, 
with  regret,  that  he  allowed  one  of  his  subordinates  to  show  their  good  clothes- 
and  their  ignorance  of  the  proprieties  by  parading  on  "  Memorial  Day."  From 
his  decisions  we  quote  : 

The  E.'.  C.'.  of  Askelon  No.  6,  on  July  13,  1887,  propounded  this  question : 

Can  a  Commandery  receive  and  act  upon  a  petition  wherein  after  the  word» 
^'Christian  religion"  is  inserted  '*in  preference  to  any  other  known  system  of 
religion?" 

I  returned  the  following  answer : 

Your  Commandery  cannot  receive  and  act  upon  that  petition.  A  man  who  i» 
a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian  religion,  in  preference  to  any  other  known  system 
of  religion,  does  not  believe  in  anything  divinely  religious. 

Of  the  different  dogmas  that  are  presented  to  mankind,  he  simply  thinks  that 
one  the  least  objectionable. 

Templar  Masonry  implies  and  requires  a  belief  in  three  things : 

First — The  divinity  of  Christ. 

Second — His  vicarious  atonement. 

Third — Salvation  through  that  belief  and  obedience  to  "the  word,"  and  a 
life  patterned  after  that  of  the  Saviour. 

That  we  all  fall  short  of  our  model,  does  not  change  the  model. 

The  decision  is  sound  to  the  core,  but  what  we  can  't  understand  is,  why  the 
£.'.  C.'.  had  so  little  judgment  as  to  be  unable  to  decide  the  question  himself 
and   cut  the  "Gordian  Knot"  by  ejecting  the  applicant,   with  great  force,  from 
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the  asylum.  A  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  is  not  a  corral  for  fools,  and 
when  they  approach  its  doors  they  should  be  be  bounced  without  the  benefit  of 
the  clergy. 

He  pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  courteous  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  other 
jurisdictions,  among  the  former  being  the  Grand  Captain-General.  Peace  to 
their  ashes  and  memory,  and  may  they  have  pari  in  the  * 'First  Resurrection." 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  a  healthy  state.     Finances  O.  K. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  the  brain  and  scissors  of 
our  old  and  valued  friend  and  brother,  John  H.  Brown,  covers  some  sixty  pages 
and  deals  with  most  of  the  transactions  of  the  Templar  world.  Mississippi  for 
1887  receiving  due  and  courteous  notice.  Under  Iowa,  and  touching  the 
**Ritual"  trouble,  he  has  this  to  say : 

All  will  wait  with  much  interest  for  the  final  test  of  this  momentous  question. 
Iowa  will  not  be  left  alone  in  handling  this  question  at  the  next  Grand  Encamp- 
ment; they  will  be  backed  by  a  host  that  will  astonish  some.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing and  general  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  rituals. 
There  are  many  and  very  serious  objections  raised  by  some  of  our  most  learned 
and  skilled  ritualists,  whose  voice,  if  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  will  be  heard 
in  due  time  in  opposition  to  the  new  scheme.  A  few  Sir  Knights  will  not  be 
permitted  to  monopolize  and  run  the  machine  as  they  may  deem  best  without 
hardly  consulting  the  feelings  of  others. 

The  above  was  written  before  His  Majesty,  the  Grand  Master,  got  his  "dan- 
der" |up  and  snatched  our  Iowa  fraters  out  of  their  boots,  and  we  shall  see 
whether  Sir  John's  spinal  column  will  stand  the  strain.  We  hope  it  will,  and 
that  there  will  be  enough  sensible  men  in  attendance  at  Washington  to  fittingly 
rebuke  the  arrogant  assumptions  of  the  Grand  Master. 

He  is  kind  to  Mississippi,  copying  largely  from  Sir  Vaughn's  address,  our  re- 
port and  saying  some  pleasant  words  of  each,  for  all  which  we  are  grateful.  We 
hope  the  good  Lord  will  spare  us  long  enough  to  enable  us  to  make  that  trip 
and  shake  hands  with  this  good  friend. 

Sir  Theo  P.  Rodgers  is  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Reporter,  same  as  before. 


LOUISIANA— 1888. 

The  25th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  New  Orleans,  February  17th.  Sir  Wm. 
T.  Benedict,  as  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  ptesided.  Quite  a  number  of  Past 
Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives  were  in  attendance,  and  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  but  three  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  being  absent,  his  address  was  read  by  Grand  Record- 
er. It  is  an  exceptionally  brief  document,  and  refers  only  to  local  affairs.  We 
infer  from  his  remarks,  that  the  Order  in  Louisiana  is  an  extremely  languishing 
condition.     No  increase  in  membership  or  Commanderies. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership  305.     No.  report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  A.  G.  Brice  is  G.*.  C*. ;  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  P.*.  G.*.  C.-,  is  Grand 
Recorder,  and  Sir  Jos.  P.  Hornor,  P.*.  G.*.  C.-.,  Reporter. 
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MISSOURI— 1888. 

The  27th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  May  8th.  Present :  Sir 
Eli  H.  Mix,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder,  nearly  all 
the  Grand  Officers,  a  long  list  of  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  all 
the  Subordinates  but  three. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  quite  short  but  sensible,  except  this : 

On  May  27th  I  granted  dispensation  to  Ascension  Commandery  No.  39,  sta- 
tioned at  Joplin,  to  pass  the  boundary  lines  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
escorting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  in  laying  the  comer-stone  of  a  court- 
house in  Cherokee  county,  permission  having  been  obtained  from  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Kansas. 

For  which  he  is  not  in  fault.  Some  stupid  ass  in  the  remote  past  originated  this 
nonsense  and  it  has  been  followed,  as  a  fashion,  ever  since. 

His  decisions  are  sound,  and  he  don't  allow  his  command  to  parade  on  secular 
days. 

Proceedings  of  local  interest.  Order  healthy.  Finances  need  bracing  up — 
expenditures  exceeding  receipts.  Our  friend.  Sir  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder,  had 
his  salary  raised.  He  deserved  it.  There  are  52  Commanderies,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  2873,  ^^^  ^^  $800  salary^for  Grand  Recorder  is  none  too  much. 

Sir  Mayo  comes  to  the  front,  for  the  eleventh  time,  with  a  good  Report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-five  jurisdictions  receive  cour- 
teous attention — Mississippi  for  1887  receiving  her  due  share.  After  quoting 
from  Sir  Vaughn's  address,  and  the  report  of  Committee  on  Templar  Courtesies, 
he  has  this  to  say: 

A  large  amount  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address  and  many  pages  of  the 
proceedings  are  occupied  with  reports  and  memorials,  exhibits,  etc.,  not  "all  on 
account  of  Eliza,^but  because  several  Royal  Arch  Masons  residing  in  and  near 
Grenville,  Miss.,  properly  petitioned  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  15,  stationed  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  the  Orders  and  the  latter  used  the  proper  means  and  sup- 
posing they  had  the  proper  waiver  from  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, conferred  the  Orders  on  the  Greenville  Companions;  some  little  time 
thereafter  some  one  felt  aggrieved,  and  some  one  wrote  letters,  which  some  one 
afterwards  wished  they  has  been  burned,  and  so  the  matter  goes  on  until  we 
get  down  into  Tennessee  and  see  about  it. 

Sir  E.  G.  DeLap  used  25  pages  in  reviewing  in  a  plain -straightforward- with- 
out-gush-manner  most  of  the  jurisdictions. 

Finances  are  rather  shallow  in  this  jurisdiction.  Receipts  during  the  year, 
4288;  disbursements,  $284.50,  balance  in  Treasury,  $3.50. 

Under  Iowa  he  has  these  remarks  anent  the  Ritual  war  between  that  Com- 
mand and  the  Grand  Master: 

We  have  given  the  foregoing  pages  in  full  that  our  readers  may  be  informed 
of  Iowa's  action  and  the  cause;  because  to  us  a  thoroughly  reconstructed  ex-rebel 
and  Democrat  we  must  say  plainly  that  such  an  order  as  above  countermanding 
and  setting  aside  the  positive  command  of  a  superior  and  governing  body  smacks 
too  much  of  rebellion  for  our  thoroughly  reconstructed  and  loyal  nature.  And 
for  the  present  we  will  only  say  that  it  is  very  strange  indeed  for  one  who  is 
doubtless  well  versed  in  Masonic  law  and  parliamentary  usages  as  Sir  Dewey  is, 
to  raise  such  a  flimsy  question  or  produce  such  a  weak  argument  as  he  does  on  the 
question  ol  adopting  any  measure  **by  a  maj(friiy  of  votes'*  twelve  months  after  the 
legislation  was  had.     We  also  desire  to  ask  this  very  pertinent  question:     If  the 
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Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  had  never  adopted  the  beautiful  work  prepared 
bj  the  accomplished  and  lamented  Bower,  had  printed  and  distributed 
among  its  subordinates  of  which  they  were  and  are  justly  proud,  would  ever  this 
rebellious  action  been  allowed  in  this  grand  State  ? 

In  which  we  do  not  concur. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  is  an  exceptionally  able  and  intelligent  body 
of  Christian  gentlemen,  and  so  far  from  being  a  flimsy  question  or  weak  arguments, 
their  premises  are  sound  and  their  deductions  therefrom  impregnable.  We 
would  like  to  give  you  some  more  from  this  report  but  we  are  too  poor  to  print. 

Sir    Allen  McDowell  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand   Recorder  and   Reporter 
same  as  before. 


MAINE— 1888. 


Thirty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland.  May  2nd 
and  3rd;  R.'.  E.*.  Wm.  J.  Burnham,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  act- 
ing Grand  Recorder.  A  large  number  of  permanent  members.  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives — among  them  ours — and  delegates  from  the  sixteen  Subordinate  Com* 
manderies  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address,  like  all  literary  productions  emanating  from 
the  Templars  of  Maine,  is  an  admirable  paper.  He  reports  peace  and  prosperity 
throughout  the  command,  and  an  increase  of  125 — more  than  a  third  of  our  total 
membership— during  the  year,  making  the  total  in  that  jurisdiction  2065  !  He 
pays  proper  respect  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own 
and  other  States;  the  roll  being  small  for  Maine,  considering  its  large  membership. 
One  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Commandery,  making  seventeen  in  all. 
His  visitations  were  quite  general,  no  doubt,  resulting  in  good  to  the  Order.  He 
has  disseminated  the  *'new  Ritual,''  and  while  acknowledging  its  inferiority  to 
the  old,  expresses  the  hope  that  at  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
it  will  be  relieved  of  its  "crudities  and  inconsistencies."     Perhaps  so. 

He  pays  our  beloved  brother.  Berry,  the  honor  eminently  due  him,  of  a  hearty 
endorsement  of  his  worth  as  a  man  and  his  ability  as  a  Reporter,  and  recom- 
mends an  advance  in  his  salary  Bro.  Stephen  gets  up  a  longer  and  more 
comprehensive  report  than  we  do,  and  is  entitled  to  an  excess  of  compensation 
over  what  we  receive,  as  the  square  of  the  perpendicular  added  to  that  of  the 
base  will  indicate.     He  has  this  to  say  of  the  first  cardinal  virtue — Temperance: 

In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of  different  Grand  Commanderies,  and  other 
Grand  Masonic  Bodies,  the  attention  which  has  been  given  within  the  past  few 
years  to  the  subject  of  temperance,  is  particularly  noticeable.  In  some  jurisdictions 
strong  expressions  against  the  inordinate  use  of  intoxicaiing  liquors  among  the 
fraternity  have  been  adopted,  and  in  others  emphatic  measures  to  prohibit  the 
admission  of  any  person  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  or  traffic  in  the  same. 
This  indicates  the  healthy  growth  of  a  public  moral  sentiment,  which  it  is  hoped 
may  ever  continue. 

How  can  one  wield  his  sword  in  behalf  of  purity  and  innocence,  or  stand 
forth  in  defence  ol  our  blessed  religion,  unless  his  head  is  clear,  and  his  mind 
free  to  control  and  guide  his  actions  ? 
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Knights  Templar  should  so  live  upon  the  principles  of  the  cardinal  virtues,  that 
no  untoward  influence  shall  go  out  from  them  to  the  prejudice  orour  noble  insti' 
ttttion. 

Read,  ponder  and  inwardly  digest. 

The  proceedings   are  confined  to  local  matters.     Finances  in  a  nice   condition. 

"Sir  Knight  Drummond,  for  the  Special  Committee  on  Ritual,  reported  ver- 
bally  that  the  Committee  considered  unwise  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment in  regard  to  the  dissemination  of  the  Ritual,  and  that  the  subject  of  re- 
trieving the  error  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  that  Grand  Body.  They 
recommend  that  a  committee  be  raised  to  draft  a  memorial  and  submit  it  to  this 
Grand  Commandery  next  year  for  its  action."  Report  adopted  and  committee 
appointed.     Sensible  Drummond;  ditto.  Grand  Body. 

Sir  Stephen  Berry  injects  one  of  his  excellent  reports  on  Correspondence  into 
the  bowels  of  the  proceedings,  probably  in  the  interest  of  having  it  more  gener- 
ally read  than  it  may  be  if  tacked  on  as  an  appendix.  Forty-one  pamphlets  are 
digested  in  his  report,  but  Mississippi  does  not  appear  there.  Uuder  the  head  of 
Alabama  we  find  the  following  obituary  notice  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Sir 
Daniel  Sayre,  of  that  jurisdiction,  who  has  finished  his  earthly  pilgrimage  and 
is  to-day,  we  trust,  enjoying  the  delights  of  '*  The  Better  Land." 

A  letter  to  Grand  Commander  Burnham  from  our  Grand  Representative  E.  R. 
Hastings,  brought  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Grand  Recorder  Sayre, 
on  April  8th.  He  had  been  in  feeble  health  for  some  months,  but  had  been  able 
to  attend  to  his  duties  until  within  a  few  weeks,  when  he  was  confined  to  his 
house.  He  was  bom  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  January  13,  1808,  and  was  there- 
fore eighty  years  and  three  months  old.  He  came  to  Alabama  in  1820,  and  had 
been  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was 
elected  Grand  Recorder  in  187 1,  and  in  1873  presented  his  first  report  on  cor- 
respondence. These  positions  he  has  filled  with  much  ability,  and  has  won  the 
respect  and  regards  of  his  fellow  correspondents,  who  will  remember  him  as  ever 
kindly,  genial  and  courteous,  and  as  one  whom  it  was  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege 
to  have  known. 

He  has  nothing  to  say  as  to  the  "  Iowa  Rebellion,"  which  was  a  surprise  to  us. 

Sir  Stephen  is  too  chary  of  comments — most  of  his  report,  nearly  all  of  it,  in  fact, 

being  made  up  of  clippings.     He  gives,  as  usual,  a  complete   statistical  view  of 

the^Order  throughout  the  world.     We  have  space  only  for  his  summary: 

IN    UNITED   STATES. 

Total  Commanderies 805 

Members 75t3'3 

Knighted  during  the  year 5>  loi 

AflSliated 929 

Reinstated 194 

Dimitted 1,635 

Suspended  and  dropped i>c>4i 

Expelled 35 

Deceased 980 

Increase  in  membership  since  last  report 2i9i9 

Including  Canada,  England  and  Wales,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  the  total  Temp- 
lar strength  of  the  world  is  80,610. 

Sir  Joseph  A.  Locke  is  Grand  Commander ;   Sir  Stephen  Berry,  Recorder  and 

Correspondent. 
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MINNESOTA— 1888. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Duluth,  a  place  made  famous 
by  a  facetious  speech  in  the  halls  of  Congress  at  an  early  period  in  its  history, 
by  Proctor  Knott,  of  Kentucky.  The  record  shows  that  the  Templar,  Municipal 
and  Judicial  dignitaries  of  the  city,  each  and  all  indulged  in  welcoming  speeches* 
In  that  of  the  former  the  character  of  the  **  welcome"  is  graphically  and  elo- 
quently set  forth,  and  the  claim  made  that  a  Duluth  *^  welcome"  possesses  char- 
acteristics greatly  in  advance  of  those  in  common  use.  The  mayor  stated,  in  his 
little  speech,  that  the  hospitality  extended  to  the  Sir  Knights  came  from  '*  the 
bottom  of  the  heart  "  of  the  people,  and  that  Superior  street  was  being  paved 
as  fast  as  possible.  Judge  Stevens  gave  a  biographical  sketch  of  Louis  IX.  of 
France,  for  whom  the  county,  St.  Louis,  was  named,  and  welcomed  the  Fraters 
on  behalf  of  the  county  commissioners.  To  all  these  speeches  the  R.'.E.*.  re- 
plied in  fitting  terms,  after  which  they  returned  to  the  spacious  parlors  of  the  St. 
Louis  Hotel,  received  introductions  to  new,  and  renewed  old  acquaintances,  after 
which,  we  infer  from  the  following  remark  of  Bro.  Pierson,  they  attended  a  ball : 
**  Well,  it  was  rather  a  pretty  sight  to  see  ladies  with  gray  hair,  and  Sir  Knights 
with  none,  mingling  in  the  dance  with  youth  and  beauty."  He  also  remarks 
that  the  "afternoon  was  devoted  to  a  steamboat  excursion  around  the  lake."  A 
specimen  of  "  rapid  transit "  worthy  of  our  great  country. 

June  26th  the  Grand  Commandery  opened  for  business,  with  Sir  Thos.  Mont- 
gomery, R.  E.  G.  C  ,  in  the  East,  assisted  by  all  the  Grand  Officers.  Eight  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  and  nine  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  Representatives 
from  eighteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  (all  but  one)  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  and  interesting  resume  of 
his  official  acts,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest  except  that  he  pro- 
mulgated the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  prohibiting  Templar  intercourse  with 
our  Iowa  brethren,  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done.  He  reports  the  Order  in 
a  healthy  condition,  and  says  that  peace  prevails.  Finances  healthy.  Proceed- 
ings local. 

Our  oM  and  valued  friend,  Sir  Pierson,  is  once  more  the  author  of  an  excellent 
report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  he  handles  the  transactions  of  most  of  the 
Templar  world,  Mississippi  for  the  current  year  among  the  rest.  Bro.  P.  reiter- 
ates his  remarks  of  last  year  in  defense  of  the  temperate  characteristics  of  mem ' 
bers  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  He  has  attended  every  session  for  thirty  years 
past,  and  has  never  seen  a  member  of  the  Body  enough  enthused  to  attract  atten- 
tion. We  pass !  We  have  attended  oru,  and  saw  and  heard  enough  to  so  disgust 
us  as  to  cure  us  of  any  desire  to  repeat  the  dose.  We  Jknarv  Bro.  P.  speaks  the 
truth— he  always  does — but  he  don't  see  everything  that  occurs.  May  the  bless- 
ing of  the  gentle,  forbearing  and  loving  Master  be  upon  him  always. 

Sir  John  A.  Schleuer  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspond- 
ent,    Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  continued. 


M  AR  YLAND-1887. 
The  17th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,    November   22; 
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Sir  Chas.  W.  Hatter,  G.*.  C.\,  presiding;  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  re- 
presented.    We  note,  also,  the  presence  of  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  business  document,  in  which  we 
find  nothing  of  general  interest.  He  reports  the  general  condition  of  the  Order 
healthy  and  prosperous.     Proceedings  local. 

Our  good  old  friend.  Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  is  again  the  author  of  the  Correspon- 
dence report,  which,  like  its  predecessor  from  his  pen,  is  a  good  one. 

Thirty- three  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed;  among  them  Mississippi  for  1887  1^*^ 
kindly  notice.  We  desire  to  say  to  Sir  Gorgas  that  whenever  Maryland  does 
cot  appear  in  our  reports  the  fault  is  not  with  this  Committee.  We  have 
waited  and  expected  to  receive  the  pamphlet  for  1888  until  now — January  25, 
1889 — in  order  to  have  it  appear  in  this  report-that  of  1887  being  too  old  and  too 
well  digested  by  others  to  make  an  extended  review  advisable,  but  it  has  failed 
to  materialize. 

We  clip  the  following  from  his  *<conclusioa:'' 

With  us  Masonry  has  been  a  study,  and  we  revere  it  for  what  it  teaches;  if  not 
in  all  cases,  we  regret  to  state,  for  the  manner  in  which  it  is  administered. 

We  have  ntver  practiced  Masonry  for  what  it  may  be  worth  as  a  means  to  sat- 
isfy an  inordinate  ambition;  for  callous  indeed  must  be  the  soul  that  pure  Masonic 
principles  cannot  elevate  to  a  higher  aim  than  self-glorification  and  personal  am- 
bition. 

We  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Templar  Order,  and  trust  that  its  liberal 
principles  and  humane  teachings  may  so  impress  all  men,  that  its  influence  may 
be  recognized  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

Sir  J.  A.  Chas.  Kahler  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  T.  Sisco,  Grand  Re- 
corder; SirF .  J.  S.  Gorgas,  Reporter. 


MICHIGAN-.1888. 

The  23d  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  May  15.  Sir  Thos.  H. 
Williams,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  P.  G.  C,  Grand  Re- 
corder; and  Representatives  from  thirty-nine  Subordinates  out  of  a  total  of  forty 
were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  considering  the  size  of  his 
Command.  We  note,  with  regret,  that  he  lacked  the  sense  or  firmness  to  re- 
fuse half  a  dozen  of  his  Subordinates  permission  to  parade  on  '^Memorial  Day." 
However,  we  have  said  all  that  we  had  to  say  in  reference  to  this  absurdity,  and 
will  let  the  matter  rest  for  the  present,  at  least.  His  decisions  are  about  as 
nearly  correct  as  one  would  expect  from  a  "Memorial  Day"  parading  Mason. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy  and  vigorous.  Total  membership,  3923— 
an  increase  of  66  during  the  year. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  248  pages  of  small  type,  is  tht  work 
of  our  good  friend.  Sir  William  Pitt  Innes,  and  this  is  what  he  has  to  say  in  the 
start: 

Your  Committee  in  accordance  with  the  orders  received*  at  last  Grand  Con- 
clave, to  write  a  report  on  correspondence,  have  '*writ  it."  We  have  faithfully 
performed  our  year  of  penance,  and  humbly  ask  now  to  be  admitted  to  the 
honors  and  awards  that  ought  to  await  those  who  have  this  duty  Imposed  upon 
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them  year  after  year.  If  the  honor  is  commensurate  with  the  labors,  truly  our 
honor  is  great. 

Errors  and  foibles  are  the  fate  of  man.  Should  any  be  discovered  in  this 
report  either  by  any  member  of  the  corps  reportorial,  or  Sir  Knights  who  may 
honor  us  by  the  reading  thereof,  we  ask  (that  the  Templar  spirit  of  charity  may 

be  thrown  around  us,  and  praise  be  given  us  for  what  is  good  and  the  rest  be 

well,  fill  up  the  blank  yourself! 

The  labor  involved  in  writing  these  reports  is  surrounded  with  difficulties  not 
understood  by  many  of  the  members,  nor  Grand  Officers.  It  is  difficult  always 
to  avoid  errors.  To  meet  the  approbation  of  the  many  readers,  not  to  say  "crit- 
ical critics,"  requires  the  best  energies  of  all  correspondence   writers. 

It  is  hard  to  draw  the  line  between  what  ought  to  be  written  and  what 
ought  not tohe  written;  also  to  have  ''your  say*'  neither  too  long  nor  too  short. 

With  the  above  remarks,  and  with  our  most  courteous  "how  are  you!"  to 
every  member  of  the  corps  reportorial,  we  commence  our  labors. 

Our  usual  custom  prevails,  and  we  give  the  States  reviewed  in  alphabetical  or- 
der, so  far  as  we  can  (for  complete  list  see  close  of  report,)  and,  in  futherance  of 
that  plan,  commence  with  Alabama. 

Bro.  Innes*  reports  are  always  good.  The  little  he  has  to  say  himself  is  said  so 
pleasantly  and  kindly  that  one  naturally  loves  him  without  ever  having  the  priv- 
ilege of  seeing  hin«.  His  review  of  Mississippi  for  1887  covers  7  pages,  made 
up  almost  entirely  of  clippings  from  Grand  Commander  Vaughn's  address,  the 
Committee's  report  on  Tennessee  trouble  and  from  our  report.  After  copying 
some  of  our  observations  anent  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  has  this  to  say: 

We  feel  Sir  DeLap  is  rather  severe  in  his  denunciation  of  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Encampment.  Our  personal  objection  to  the  Grand  Encampment  is  not 
the  objection  raised  by  Sir  DeLap  in  the  latter  part  of  his  remarks ;  but  we 
doubt  its  utility  for  any  great  good  under  the  strong  feeling  that  the  Sir  Knights- 
of  the  State  Grand  Commanderies  have  of  their  ability  to  perform  faithfully, 
and  to  their  own  satisfaction,  all  duties  and  obligations  appertaining  to  Templar 
Masonry  within  their  several  jurisdictions. 

OUR  OWN  LATE  MISUNDERSTANDING. 

The  Indiana  and  Michigan  controversy  is  freely  commented  on  by  Sir  DeLap, 
in  his  review  of  these  States,  and  we  think,  upon  the  whole,  the  action  of  Mich- 
igan meets  his  approbation.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  this  State  met  the 
question  fairly  and  decided  it  upon  its  merits,  with  malice  towards  none,  but 
with  Knightly  courtesy  to  all.  The  result  of  which  is  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  largely  between  the  subordinates  most  interested  in  the  controversy. 
Knightly  visits  are  exchanged,  the  "late  unpleasantness"  is  forgotten,  and  vows 
of  fraternal  Knighthood  renewed  around  the  Templar  altar. 

Perhaps  one  objection — the  real  one — is  more  in  consonance  with  those  of  Sir 
William  than  he  seems  t«  think.  We  object,  primarily,  because  it  is  a  useless 
and  costly  appendage,  and  secondly  because  it  fosters  immorality  to  some  extent. 
We  are,  and  have  been,  sure  that  the  late  unpleasantness  between  Michigan  and 
Indiana  was  the  result  of  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  one  or  both  parties 
to  the  controversy.  Wc  do  not  believe  either  to  be  capable  of  anything  little  or 
mean. 

Sir  William  closes  his  excellent  report  as  follows : 

Sir  Knights  and  members  of  the  corps  reportorial,  in  taking  leave  of  you  for 
the  present,  let  us  hope  that  if  nothing  original  has  been  added  to  your  stock  of 
Templar  knowledge,  through  this  report,  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  field  is 
vast,  and  our  experience  no  greater  than  your  own.     From  our  standpoint   this 
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labor  has  been  a  pleasure,  and  in  reading  the  many,  very  many  pages,  from  which 
we  have  **  builded  "  our  report,  we  have  received  much  valuable  information. 

We  wish  you  one  and  all  God-speed,  and  may  the  present  Templar  year  be 
laden  down  with  happiness  and  prosperity  to  each  of  you,  and  may  we  all  be 
faithful  unto  death,  and  at  the  last  receive  the  crown  of  glory, 

Michigan  and  Sir  William  are  silent  on  the  Iowa  rebellion. 
Sir  Chas.  P.  Bigelow  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  *Re- 
porter  same  as  before. 


N  EW   JERSEY— 1888. 

The  30th  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Trenton,  May  8th,  Sir  Ed,  W.  Price, 

R.*.  E.'.  G.-.  C/.;  Charles  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder,  a  full  staff,  a  long  list  of 

Past  Grand  Commanders  and  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  representatives 

of  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  matters.  He 
reports  a  decided  increase  in  membership  and  of  approved  material. 

The  R.  E.  is  loyal  to  the  **  New  Ritual,"  of  course.  Reports  were  made  by 
the  other  Grand  Officers  of  visitations  made  by  them  during  the  year,  from 
which  we  infer  that  this  duty  was  performed  faithfully  and  well* 

We  note  in  the  minutes  the  following  report  of  the  Law  Committee,  and,  in 
order  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  matter,  we  also  clip  General  Order,  No. 
7,  to  which  reference  is  had  in  said  report : 

'*  General  Order,  No.  7. 

**  In  response  to  several  inquiries  as  to  the  use  of  the  new  Ritual  I  issued  Gen- 
eral Order  No.  2,  pending  an  investigation. 

**  I  now  decide  that  the  Ritual  adopted  and  promulgated  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  at  the  last  Triennial  Conclave  at  St.  Louis  is  the 
only  authorized  Ritual  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Temple. 

**  It  is  hereby  ordered  that  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  this  order,  the 
above  named  Ritual  shall  be  the  only  one  used  by  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

**No  Eminent  Commander,  however,  will  permit  his  Commandery  to  be 
opened,  nor  will  he  permit  any  business  to  be  transacted,  unless  there  be  pres- 
ent nine  Sir  Knights,  members  of  his  Commandery  in  good  standing  and  en- 
titled to  vote,  one  of  them  being  an  officer  competent  and  legally  qualified  to 
preside. 

'*  The  Commandery  being  opened,  seven  Sir  Knights,  including  proper  and 
competent  officers,  may  confer  the  orders. 

"  This  order  is  imperative. 

**  By  order  of 
•♦Official:  "Edward  W.  Price, 

<*  Grand  Commander. 

"Albert  D.  Winfield,  Grand  Capt.-General." 

The  same  committee  also  presented  the  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted  : 
Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  General  Order  No.  7,  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  issuing  said  order  be  not  con- 
curred in.  Your  committee  would  further  recommend  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  said  Ritual  into  consideration  and  report  such  alterations,  modi- 
fications or  corrections  as  they  shall  deem  best,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Body 
at  the  next  annual  conclave,  and,  if  approved  by  this  Body,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request  that  it  be  adopted 
at  its  conclave  in  1889. 
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From  which  it  seems  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  repudiate  Carson's  Bastard 
right  under  the  nose  of  His  Royal  Highness,  The  Autocratic  Ritual  Promul- 
gator. It  will  now  be  in  order  for  Bro.  Roome  to  place  this  Grand  Body  and  the 
Templars  of  its  obedience  under  the  ban  of  excommunication,  as  there  is  but 
little  difference  in  the  measure  of  their  contumacy  and  that  of  Iowa. 

Sir  Charles  Bechtel  submitted  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
the  doings  of  36  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1887  among  the  number. 

Sir  I.  C.  Githens  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent continued. 


NEW    HAMPSH  IRE— 1887. 

The  28th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  September  27th. 

Judging  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  this  Jurisdiction  by  the  size  of  its 
pamphlet  of  proceedings,  we  should  say  that  Templary  there  is  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  as  sick  as  it  is  with  us.  Sir  Chas.  N.  Towle,  G.-.  C.\  presided.  Nearly 
all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  representatives  from  five  out  of  nine 
subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short.  Nearly  half  of  it  is  devoted  to  the 
memory  and  merits  of  the  courteous  dead.  He  has  the  '*  Invasion  "  disease 
bad— having  issued  half  a  dozen  special  dispensations  allowing  Commanderies 
from  other  States  to  visit  those  of  New  Hampshire.  What  stupendous  stupidity 
this  whole  thing  is !  We  are  not  blaming  Sir  Towle  for  these  things — he  takes 
things  as  he  finds  them— but  it  is  the  stupidity  of  the  original  ass  that  started 
it  that  we  are  talking  about. 

Proceedings  local.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  our  guess  as  to  the  capacity  of  the 
barrel  from  the  size  of  the  bung-hole  was  not  correct,  as  this  jurisdiction  has 
more  than  three  times  as  many  members,  and  much  more  money  than  we  have. 
Total  membership,  1,336— a  net  gain  of  45.     Balance  in  treasury,  $2,061.24. 

Sir  Knight  Hunt  was  too  busy  to  get  up  a  report  on  Correspondence.  Hope 
he  will  do  better  next  time. 

Sir  John  James  Bell  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Geo.  Perley  Cleaves,  Grand 
Recorder;  Sir  Nath.  P.  Hunt,  Chief  Reporter. 

We  are  without  the  pamphlet  for  1888. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— 1888. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Winston,  August  1st,  with  R.*.  £.'. 
Sir  Chas.  A.  Woodruff"  in  the  East,  and  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson  as  Grand  Record- 
er.    Representatives  of  seven  subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

The  address  is  short  and  contains  nothing  of  general  interest. 

Referring  to  the  Grand  Encampment  Baby,  yclept,  **The  Ritual,"  he  says: 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Sir  Knights  of  Old  North  State  have  cheer- 
fully accepted  the  adopted  Ritual,  and  this  Grand  Commandery  actually  adopted 
this  Ritual  two  years  before  its  final  adoption  by  the  Grand  Encampment  and 
order  for  its  promulgation.    (See  page  19,  Proceedings  of  1884.) 
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This  Ritual  may  not  be  perfect,  but  any  imperfections  or  omissions  that  may 
exist,  can  be  corrected  by  proper  legislation  at  the  Triennial  Conclaves  of  the 
Grand  Encampment.  It  would  indeed  be'  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  secure 
a  ritual  that  would  please  every  one  of  the  70,000  Sir  Knights  in  this  vast  coun- 
try; however,  I  am  an  advocate  of  uniformity,  not  only  as  regards  ritual,  but  in 
all  matters  of  interest  to  our  Order,  as  dress,  tactics,  etc. 

In  this  I  trust  that  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

Some  people  **  want  but  little  here  below,  "  and  are  not  particular  as  to  the 
character  of  the  article. 

He  granted  dispensations  to  ballot  on  about  a  dozen  petitions  for  the  orders, 
without  delay,  and  then  informed  the  Grand  Commandery  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  practice ! 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  good  shape.  Net  increase  in  numbers  for  year, 
12.     Total  208. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  maiden  effort  of  Sir  G.  W.  Blount. 
The  child  is  healthy,  but  small,  and  the  mother  claims  to  enjoy  the  travail  of 
maternity.  Bro.  Blount  talks  like  a  preacher  of  the  ''Everlasting  Gospel,''  and 
we  presume  his  title  to  "Sir"  should  be  preceded  by  "Rev."  We  copy  his  clos- 
ing remarks,  which,  together  wich  a  very  short  introduction,  constitute  the  orig- 
inal matter  in  the  report : 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery on  my  "  prenticed  hand,"  and  ask  in  paliation  of  short-comings  my  se- 
cluded retreat  and  deprivation  of  association  with  fratres  of  age,  eiudition  and 
experience,  and  especially  of  the  assistance  of  the  veteran  reporter,  E.  James 
Southgate,  who  has  been  hindered  by  his  own  failing  health  and  afflictions  in  his 
family. 

I  have  purposely  omitted  to  make  extracts  more  at  length  from  the  reports  of 
other  reporters  and  addresses  of  Grand  Commanders,  because  of  the  known 
paucity  of  means  to  print,  and  in  some  cases  of  the  indifference  of  the  Sir  Knights 
assembled  in  Grand  Commandery,  to  hear  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  yet,  I  am  free  to  say,  "  though  I  say  it  myself,  who 
ought  not  to  say  it,"  that  time  spent  in  the  hearing  of  even  so  poor  a  report  as 
the  one  now  presented,  would  be  well  and  wisely  spent.  Teaching  by  the  wise 
precepts  of  our  magnanimous  order,  so  fraught  with  the  wisdom  thatmaketh  wise 
unto  salvation,  is  not  to  be  undervalued  or  in  any  way  omitted.  Nor  should  we 
neglect  that  which  comes  of  example,  and  the  example  of  our  fratres  scattered 
over  the  leng:h  and  breadth  of  this  goodly  land  of  ours,  bound  together  by  the 
sacred  ties  and  of  association  in  rites,  the  most  holy,  commemorating  events,  the 
most  important  in  life.  I  have  derived  profit  and  a  most  indescribable  pleasure 
from  the  review  of  the  works  of  our  sister  Grand  Bodies,  and  can  now,  at  the 
close  of  my  labor,  deplore  how  poorly  I  have  been  able  to  impart  the  lessons 
learned  and  to  depict  the  pleasure  I  have  enjoyed.  We  have  somewhere  the 
teaching  (most  every  Knight  will  recall  when  and  where  learned):  "  That  our 
ancient  brethren  received  their  wages  in  corn,  wine  and  oil."  I  can  say  truly 
mine  have  been  in  "the  com  o(  nourishment,  the  wine  of  refreshment  and  the 
oil  of  joy."  But  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft  in  general,  and  some  other  frater  in 
particular,  I  will  say  I  will  not  selfishly  ask  for  re-appointment  to  the  office  which 
I  have  found  pays  so  unstintedly  the  earnest  workers  in  its  mines.  May  the  Spirit 
of  Grace  take  the  teachings  of  our  Order  and  make  them  the  savor  ef  life  unto 
life  to  all  who  come  within  its  folds,  and  are  bound  together  by  our  most  solemn 
obligations.  "May  brotherly  love  prevail  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue 
cement  us." 

Sir  John  A.  Porter  is  R.'.  E/.  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


1889]  REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  65 

OR  EGON  — 1888. 

The  Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  October  9th. 
R  '.  E,*.  Sir  James  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  F.  E.  Babcock,  Grand 
Recorder.     Three  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  short,  and,  aside  from  its  dealings  with  the  Iowa  ^'Rebellion," 

is  devoid  of  general   interest.     After  copying  the  Grand  Master's  famous  **  Bull 

of  Excommunication,"  he  inserts  his  own    order   of  instruction,    and   closes  the 

whole  with  these  remarks: 

The  Edict,  Order  and  communications  from  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa  are  herewith  submitted,  and  I  hope  that  ere  this  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  have  been 
adjusted  in  that  spirit  of  Knightly  courtesy  for  which  the  Templar  Order  is  90 
noted  and  that  the  result  may  show  there  were  simply  misunderstandings,  instead 
of,  as  would  be  inferred  from  the  correspondence,  a  breach  of  those  courteous 
relations  which  haVe  so  long  and  so  amicably  exibted  between  the  respective 
Grand  Bodies. 

We  say  amen  to  the  wish  for  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  matter,  but  do  not 
concur  in  the  supposition  that  these  things  are  the  result  of  misunderstandings. 
The  action  of  Iowa  was  the  result  of  a  conviction  of  right  and  propriety;  that  of 
the  Grand  Master  was  the  result  of  ignorance  of  what  are  and  are  not  the  pre- 
rogatives of  his  office,  and  further,  of  a  desire  to  play  the  autocrat.  The  former 
is,backed  by  some  of  the  brightest  intellects  in  Templardom — and  these  you  can 
find  in  plenty  right  there  in  Iowa; — the  latter,  by  an  arrogant  assumption  of  au- 
thority and  a  desire  to  play  **  Big  Man  Me"  for  all  its  worth  ! 

Proceedings  local ;  181  members — a  net  gain  of  7. 

No  report  on  Correspondence  this  year,  but  there  will  be  next— a  committee 
having  been  appointed. 

We  copy  the  following  as  being  of  interest : 

Whereas,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1888,  an  ediot  was  issued  by  Sir 
Charles  Roome,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar 
of  the  United  States,  suspending  all  Knightly  intercourse  between  all  Grand  and 
Subordinate  Commanderies,  holding  charters  under  the  Grand  Encampment, 
with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience;  there- 
fore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oregon,  in  obedience  to  the  edict 
of  our  Grand  Master,  will  continue  to  own  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  trust  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  characteristic  of  Templarism  to  effect  a  just 
and  impartial  adjustment  of  the  matter  in  issue  between  our  fraters  in  Iowa  and 
the  Grand  Master. 

Resolvcdy  That  we  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  our 
Order  to  faithfully  try  the  cause  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of  this  controversy, 
and  to  render  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  strict  judicial  fairness  ;  that  whoever 
may  be  in  error  may  receive  correction  in  a  court  composed  of  equals,  who  will 
ever  be  willing  to  advise  the  erring  of  his  faults. 

Resoh'ed further.  That  until  this  unfortunate  controversy  is  disposed  of,  and  all 
our  disabilities  thereby  removed,  we  will  continue  without  prejudice  toward 
either  party,  to  practice  the  virtues  of  Templarism  and  extend  the  hand  of  con- 
gratulation when  the  reunion  of  all  subordinate  jurisdictions  becomes  estab- 
lished. 

Which  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 
'    R.',  E.\  Sir  Christopher  Taylor  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand   Recorder  con- 
tinued. 
COM-5 
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Note— We  note,  with  much  pleasure  and  not  a  little  pride,  the  name  of  a 
former  Natchez  boy,  Sir  Geo.  E.  Chamberlain,  whom  we  knew  as  a  boy  and  in 
whose  welfare  we  felt  and  feel  a  lively  interest,  among  the  Grand  Representa- 
tives of  other  States  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oregon,  that  of  Texas. 
Sir  Chamberlain  is  a  native  of  Adams  county  ;  a  graduate  of  the  law  department 
of  Washington  and  Lee,  and  a  young  man  who  will  reflect  honor  and  credit  upon 
any  State  or  country  in  which  he  lives.  His  success  in  his  far  western  home  has 
been  phenomenal,  but  d^erved.  He  is  the  brother  of  our  own  beloved  Sir 
Knight  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  this  jurisdiction.  We  congratulate  Oregon  and  her  Templars  on  his 
presence  among  them  and  residence  in  it.  We  also  congratulate  him,  Sir  George, 
on  his  kinship  to  Sir  Charles,  and  Sir  Charles  upon  having  such  a  brother. 

We  trust  we  shall  be  pardoned  for  this  little  ebulition  of  honorable  and  afifec- 
tionate  mention  of  these  friends  of  many  years.  The  family  comes  of  the 
best  stock  in  our  country,  running  clear  back  to  the  time  when  King  George 
was  master  here,  and  is  among  the  first  in  this  city  and  State. 

Mississippi  boys  usually  come  out  ahead,  and  the  Chamberlain  contingent,  of 
Natchez,  will  do  to  tie  to  wherever  you  find  them.  Wafting  our  kindliest  greet- 
ings  to  Sir  George  across  the  many,  many  miles  that  intervene,  and  with  a  fer- 
vent God  bless  you !  we  say  good-bye  to  Oregon  for  this  lime. 


OHIO— 1888. 


k  ponderous  tome  of  about  300  pages   contains   the   minutes  of  the  46th  An 
nual   Conclave,  which   was  held   in   the  city  of  Cleveland,  August  28th.     Sir 
Fred  H.   Rehwinkel,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.     All  the  Grand    Officers, 
a   long  list  of  Past  [Grand   Officers,  Grand  Representatives,    Past  Em.  Comman- 
ders  and  delegates  from  43  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  covers  48  pages,  and  is  an  exhaustive  resume  of  his  official  acts. 
He  says:  "All  the  Commanderies  during  the  year  have  conferred  orders,  and  the 
gross  accessions  are  large."  Much  of  the  address  is  taken  up  with  sundry  and 
divers  quarrels,  appeals,  etc.,  much  of  the  trouble,  no  doubt,  originating  in  the 
senseless  effisrts  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  to  help  the  A.  &  A.  Rite  to 
kill  out  its  enemy,  the  Cenieau  System.  We  have  never  been  able  to  under- 
stand the  action  of  this  Grand  Body  in  prohibiting  the  Knights  of  its  "Obedi- 
ence" from  joining  another  secret  society,  the  princ  iples  of  which  are  known  to 
be  neither  treasonable  or  revolutionary  in  their  character.  On  the  same  princi- 
ple they  might  restrict  their  members  to  one  church  and  one  creed,  placing  all 
others  under  the  ban.  In  all  our  experience  we  have  never  encountered  an  ad- 
dress of  a  Grand  Commander  in  which  there  are  so  many  cases  of  quarreling, 
bickering  and  discipline  as  in  this  one,  and  yet,  with  all  these  things,  w^hich 
usually  result  in  direct  and  great  loss  to  the  strength  and  influence  for  good  of 
the  Body,  supreme  or  subordinate,  in  which  they  occur,  the  Order  in  that  State 
seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

The  Edict  of  Non-intercourse,  or  rather  the  Grand  Master's  Bull  of  Excommu- 
nication against  Iowa,  is   incorporated  into  the  address,  as  is  also  the  R.*.  E.'.'s 
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order  promulgating  the  same,  As  Ohio  is,  naturally,  expected  to  feel  an  undue 
interest  in  Carson'  Bastard  Ritual,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  cheer- 
fully jump  on  to  Iowa  with  both  feet. 

The  decisions  on  matters  of  law  and  propriety  made  by  the  R.*.  £.*.,  as  well  as 
his  dispensations  suit  us ;  taken  as  a  whole,  and  as  a  literary  production,  the  ad- 
dress is  an  able  paper,  and  stamps  its  author  as  *'  a  prince  among  his  equals.*' 
All  the  Grand  Officers,  down  to  the  end,  including  the  Warder,  made  report  of 
their  doings  during  the  year.  The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  $12,- 
667.91  in  the  treasury. 

We  note,  with  regret  but  not  surprise,  that  our  neighbor,  Tennessee,  was 
very  emphatically  snubbed  in  its  attempt  to  secure  concurrent  action  by  Ohio, 
in  a  certain  matter. 

Regarding  the  Iowa  matter,  we  find  the  following  in  the  minutes : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  K,  T,  of  Ohioi 

The  Comittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion 
of  the  Rt.  Em  Grand  Commander's  Address  relating  to  the  Edict  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  letter  of  Rt. 
Em.  Sir  Clark  Varnum,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa, 
and  the  printed  circular  on  the  same  subject,  issued  by  that  Grand  Command- 
ery in  opposition  to  the  decree  of  the  Grand  Master;  also  the  circular  issued  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  asking  that  said  circular  be  presented  and  read 
in  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  United  States,  and  asking  them  to  withhold 
judgment  and  action  upon  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  until 
she  can  be  heard,  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  same  subject;  and  the 
letter  of  the  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander  of  Ohio  in  reply  to  Rt.  Em.  Grand 
Commander  Clark  Varnum,  of  Iowa,  recommend  that  the  communication  and 
circular  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  be  not  printed  in  our  proceedings. 
We  find  that  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Ohio,  in  reply  to  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Iowa,  is  a  most  appropriate  aiiid  complete  rejoinder  to  the  argu- 
ments presented  in  the  circular  and  letter  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa, 
and  we  recommend  that  said  letter  be  printed  in  the  proceedings.  And  inas- 
much as  it  has  been  decided  by  this  Grand  Commandery  that  the  issuing  of  con- 
troversial circulars  by  its  subordinates,  is  improper  and  is  prohibited,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  same  rule  should  apply  to  incendiary  circulars  issued  by  Grand 
Commanderies,  in  opposition  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
therefore,  said  documents  should  not  and  will  not  receive  any  favorable  consid- 
eration by  this  Grand  Body. 

Courteously  submitted, 

E.  T.  Carson, 
S.  S.  Williams, 

L.  C.  GOODALK, 

J.  W.  Lewis, 
Wm.  L.  Buechner, 

Committee. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

LETTER   OF    RT.   EM.    SIR    F.    H.    REHWINKEL   TO    RT.    EM.   SIR 
CLARK  VARNUM,  GRAND  COMMANDER  OF  IOWA. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  report  and  recommendation,  the  letter  ol 
Rt.  Em.  Sir  F.  11.  Rehwinkel ;  Grand  Commander,  to  Rt.  Em.  Sir  Clark  Vai- 
nuni,  Grand  Commander  K.  T.,  of  Iowa,  is  herewith  printed: 
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Chillicothe,  Ohio,  July  12,  1888. 
Rt,  Em,  Sir  Clark  Varnum^  Grand  Comnuuider  K,  T.  of  Iowa,  Neivton,  Jaj 

Rt.  Em.  and  D£ar  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
courteous  communication  of  the  22d  inst.,  with  its  accompanying  document,  em- 
bodying reprints  of  Orders  and  Edicts  issued  by  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Sir  Charles  Roome,  on  the  21st  day  of  March  and  the  28th  of  May,  respect- 
ively ;  and  your  protest  against  the  same,  and  utter  repudiation  of  his  right  or 
authority  to  institute  any  such  proceedings  in  this  case. 

In  the  first  place  permit  me  to  correct  an  error  into  which  you  have  evidently 
fallen.  You  allude  to  my  "General  Order  to  which  is  appended  a  copy  of  the 
Order  of  Charles  Roome,  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  Knights  Templars  of  the 
United  States,  etc.,  etc." 

With  the  reprint  of  the  **Edict"  in  question,  I  issued  a  very  brief  circular 
which  simply  called  the  attention  of  the  Eminent  Commanders  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  importance  of  the  paper  which  appeared  on  the  succeeding  page,  and 
enjoined  upon  them  the  duty  of  promptly  complying  with  its  requirements. 

The  edicts  of  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  stand  in  need  of  no  supporting. 
Orders ;  and  anything  of  the  kind  on  my  part  would  have  been  both  superfluous 
and  presumptuous. 

To  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  call  for  a  delay  of  judgment  as  to  the 
right  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  taking  the  stand  it  has,  and  earnestly 
request  that  all  such  issues  or  questions  be  left  to  the  arbitration  o*"  the  Grand 
Encampment,  I  most  cordially  agree.  This  course  is  perfectly  just  and  proper  ; 
and  in  taking  this  view  of  the  matter,  consistency  compels  me  to  decline  your 
courteous  request  that  your  letter  and  protest  should  be  embraced  in  my  ofncial 
report.  The  dissemination  of  papers  calculated  to  open  discussions  upon  th6 
subject,  and  perhaps  prejudice  opinion  to  the  detriment  of  free  and  unbiased  de- 
cisions, when  the  proper  time  shall  arrive,  can  by  no  means  be  regarded  as  let- 
ting the  case  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  r.ext  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Encampment. 

Again,  I  must  disclaim  having  in  any  way  pre-judged  either  your  Grand  Com- 
mandery, or  the  acts  of  its  Grand  Commander.  My  reading  of  Templar  law  is 
only  that  of  an  honest  and  loyal  Knight  Templar,  who  desires  there  to  find  his 
rule  of  action,  and  who  does  not  trouble  himself  about  the  possible  twisting  of 
its  technicalities  to  suit  various  modes  of  action.  And  I  plainly  read  in  it  this 
command:  that  when  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  who,  although 
not  himself  that  Body,  as  you  say,  is  still  its  Executive  Head,  shall  see  fit  to  pro- 
mulgate an  Edict  or  issue  an  Order,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  render  prompt  and 
willing  obedience;  and  also,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  obeyed  in  the  Grand  Juris- 
diction over  which  I  am  placed,  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  power  granted  me. 

The  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  is  not  responsible  to  any  Grand  Commandery 
for  what  he  may  do.  He  is  alone  accountable  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  which 
will,  to  quote  your  own  words  in  another  application,  ^*be  the  final  arbiter"  as  to 
the  justness  or  otherwise,  of  his  acts;  or  whether  he  has  exceeded  the  proper 
limit  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  him  by  that  Supreme  Templar  Body, 
as  its  executive  officer. 

Courteously  and  respectfully  yours, 

Frederick  H.  Rehwinkel, 

Grand  Commander, 

There  is  but  one  thing  we  admire  in  Carson's  report,  and  that  is  the  unblush- 
ing effrontery  with  which  he  tells  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  how  they  arc 
to  vote  on  the  question  at  issue.  We  know  some  politicians,  of  color,  who  claim 
to  carry  the  negro  vote  of  their  precinct  in  their  pocket,  but  we  did  not  expect 
to  find  a  body  of  men  as  large  and  as  intelligent  as  the  Templars  of  Ohio  willing 
to  be  toted  round  in  the  pocket  of  even  so  celebrated  a  Sir  Knight  as  our  friend 
Enoch  undoubtedly  is. 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  production  of  Sir  E.  T.  Carson. 
1-ike  all  productions  of  his  "giant  intelleck"  it  has  the  ear-marks  of  a  disposition 
to  treat  all  ideas  and  propositions  not  concurrent  with  his  views  as  the  veriest 
'*  bosh,"  and  as  being  unworthy  of  consideration  and  respect.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  of  Sir  Enoch's  ability  which,  if  not  overshadowed  by  his  extreme  self- 
conceit,  would  place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  Masonic  writers.  Some  people  are 
3om  under  the  impression  that  "wisdom  will  die  with  them,"  and  the  idea  fol- 
lows them  through  life.  Sir  Carson  is  evidently  affected  with  this  disease,  hence 
we  have  more  charity  for  him  than  we  othemnse  would.  He  pitches  into  Grand 
•Commander  Speed's  protest  against  the  arrogant  and  revolutionary  treatment  of 
Iowa  by  Grand  Master  Roome  with  all  the  vindictiveness  of  a  tiger-cat,  and  calls 
the  assertion  that  the  "Ritual"  was  so  changed,  in  committee,  as  to  be  unrecog- 
nizable, a  falsehood  and  makes  "Rome  howl"  generally.  We  do  not  presume 
that  our  Speed  needs  any  defense  by  us;  he  is,  doubtless,  able  to  "paddle  his  own 
canoe,"  and  will  do  so  to  Sir  Enoch's  dire  confusion,  but  we  respectfully  suggest 
to  him,  Sir  Enoch,  that  a  calm  and  temperate  tone  and  language,  such  as  we  in- 
variably use,  will  be  more  effective  and  convincing  than  are  the  methods  adopted 
by  him  in  defending  his  own  and  the.  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  the 
matters  of  ritual  and  the  Iowa  "rebellion."  The  same  remark  applies  to  his  re- 
view of  Tennessee  and  his  characteristic  onslaught  on  that  body  on  this  same 
line. 

We  feel  sorry  for  Enoch.  When  he  gets  through  with  Speed,  of  Mississippi, 
Varnum,  Guilbert,  et  al.,  of  Iowa,  anc*  Conner,  of  Tennessee,  at  Washington,  in 
October  next,  he  will  feel  sick. 

We  received  the  Ohio  pamphlet  for  1887  too  late  for  our  last  report,  hence  we 
desire  to  apologize  here  and  now  for  numbering  Sir  Enoch  with- the  ''Drill  and 
parade  cranks,"  which,  we  are  glad  to  say,  he  denies  in  toto.  How  we  got  the 
impression  that  he  was  on  the  other  side  we  do  not  know,  but  are  very  glad  we 
were  mistaken. 

Sir  W.  T.  Walker  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Report- 
er continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1888. 

The  35th  Annual  Conclave  opened  in  Pittsburg,  May  22d,  with  all  the  Grand 
Officers  in  their  places,  and  representatives  of  61  out  of  the  64  Subordinates.  The 
preparations,  reception  and  treatment  of  their  guests,  by  the  local  Commanderies 
were  elaborate,  elegant  and  of  the  most  delightful  character. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Lee  S.  Smith  is  an  admirable  paper.  He 
has  an  exalted  idea  of  the  duties  and  obligations  of  the  office  he  held  which  does 
honor  to  his  head  and  stamps  him  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  as  this  little  extract 
will  show  : 

To  my  mind  the  duties  of  the  head  of  a  great  Christian  Order,  such  as  this, 
do  not  consist  solely  in  performing  the  official  duties  devolving  upon  the  office, 
but  also  in  laboring  for  the  spiritual  upbuilding  of  the  Order,  and  its  uplifting  to 
ii  higher  plane  of  usefulness. 

And  this  he  claims  to  have  used  his  best  efforts  to  accomplish.     We  doubt  it 
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not,  and  earnestly  pray  that  the  seed  sown  may  produce  an  abundant  harvest 
to  the  glory  of  the  -Master  and  the  advancement  of  his  cause  and  Kingdom  in 
the  world.  He  is  a  **  firm  believer  in  the  usefulness  of  the  Grand  Encamp* 
ment,"  but  thinks  the  large  attendance  of  crowds  not  members,  prevents  the 
transaction  of  business.  We  are  not  a  believer,  firm  or  wavering,  of  the  useful- 
mss  of  that  Body,  except  as  a  pleasant  triennial  reunion  and  a  general  good  time 
to  those  who  like  such  things,  and  as  we  consider  it  an  unnecessary  appendage, 
the  less  legislation  it  does  the  better  we  are  pleased.  He  regrets  the  fact  that 
the  action  in  reference  to  the  *'  Ritual"  was  not  had  until  PViday,  when  nearly 
all,  or  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  had  gone  home  **  as  by  that  course,  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  was  hurried  through  without  due  consideration."  The  re- 
sult is  that  we  have  a  ritual  of  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  feel  proud.  Iowa 
has  been  declared  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  some  plain  truths  have  been  injected 
into  the  ears  of  the  Grand  Master  by  our  own  Speed,  et  al,  the  devil  to  pay  and 
no  pitch  hot !  Our  deduction  from  all  this  is  that  the  sole  object  in  life  of  the 
Body  in  question  is  to  kick  up  a  rumpus,  and  it  has  succeeded  ! 

He  devotes  a  page  to  pointing  out  errors  and  omissions  in  the  Bantam,  and 
when  the  matter  is  finally  disposed  of  next  year,  as  we  trust  it  will  be,  the  con- 
cern will  have  the  most  multitudinous  father  of  any  infant  known  to  history. 

He  granted  no  dispensations  for  parade  on  other  than  proper  (Masonic)  occas- 
ions.    Among  the  decisions  we  find  the  following: 

A  Committee  reported  unfavorable  upon  a  petition  for  dubbing  and  member- 
ship; a  ballot  was  had;  all  the  balls  were  white,  and  in  favor  of  the  applicant. 
The  Eminent  Commander  thereupon  decided  the  applicant  rejected,  because 
the  Committee  had  reported  unfavorably. 

Question  i — Was  the  Eminent  Commander  right  in  his  decision  ? 

Question  2 — In  what  relation  does  the  applicant  stand  to  the  Commandery  ? 

Answer  I — The  Eminent  Commander  was  in  error  in  so  deciding,  the  appli- 
cant being  approved  by  ballot,  which,  irrespective  of  report  of  Commitfee,  de» 
cides  the  question  of  approval  or  rejection. 

Answer  2 — The  applicant  stands  approved  by  the  Commandery  and  entitled  to 
the  orders,  unless  objected  to  in  accordance  wi:h  the  law. 

A  singular  case  but  a  correct  decision. 

Proceedings  local.     Finances  healthy;  order  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Sir  Wm.  J.  Kelly  presented  an  admirable  report  on  Correspondence,  review- 
ing the  doings  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Bodies  and  covering  64  pages.  Mississippi 
for  1887  receives  courteous  notice.     We  clip  the  following  from  the  opening: 

From  Ohio  we  have  taken  a  very  full  report  from  the  Grand  Commander's  ad- 
dress, fiom  the  proceedings  and  from  the  Correspondence  report,  and  we 
call  your  special  attention  to  the  subject,  for  the  reason  it  may  do  good  to  real- 
ize how  desperate  we  may  become  when  we  embark  in  enterprises  so  ques- 
tionable as  this  seems  to  be. 

The  report,  as  given  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Kentucky,  is 
an  evidence  of  how  reckless  a  partisan  may  become,  when  he  would  deliber- 
ately endeavor  to  embroil  his  jurisdiction  in  a  strife,  the  consequences  of  which 
he  could  not  foresee.  As  the  Proceedings  of  Kentucky  are  silent  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  Ohio  makes  their  statements  without  reservation,  we  must  conclude  the 
facts  are  as  given  by  the  last-named,  and  we  sincerely  trust  it  is  the  last  of  its 
kind  we  shall  ever  hear  of  again. 

And  for  further  information  on  this  subject  "see  small  bills"  in   the  shape    of 
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our  review  of  Ohio.  We  think  our  brother  is  rather  hasty  in  his  condemnation 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  always 
two  sides  to  a  question  and  he  has  heard  but  one  of  this. 

Of  Iowa  he  talks  thus  : 

The  Grand  Commander  seems  to  have  but  little  regard  for  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  which  do  not  suit  him.  He  has  ordered  the  return  of  the 
rituals  which  were  sent  to  the  Commanderies  of  his  jurisdiction  by  order  after 
their  adoption  by  Grand  Encampment.  He  argues  himself  into  a  justification 
of  his  action  by  the  fallacious  rule  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  provides  that  a  majority  vote  shall  be  necessary  to  adopt  a 
motion,  and  that  the  vote  adopting  a  motion  or  resolution  should  be  of  the 
whole  membership  (not  of  those  present  only),  and  that,  further,  the  vote  adopt- 
ing the  ritual  was  but  fifteen  of  the  whole  membership ;  hence,  the  new  ritual 
was  not  properly  adopted,  and  he  sent  out  the  following,  recalling  the  ritual 
already  in  the  hands  of  his  Commanderies: 

In  which  we  do  not  concur.  We  say  good-bye  to  our  Pennsylvania  brethren 
with  regret. 

Sir  Wm.  W.  Allen  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  Sir  W.  J.  Kelly,  Reporter. 


TENNESSEE— 1888. 

The  26th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Clarksville,  May  8th.  R.-.  E.-.  Sir 
Chas.  Winston  Mosby,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  The  Grand  Commander's 
address  is  very  short.  His  duties  are  light  and  it  did  not  require  many  words  to 
report  their  discharge.  The  R.  E.  says  what  he  has  to  say  in  plain  language  and 
then  quits.  We  have  heard  a  great  many  preachers  who  would  be  a  power  for 
good  if  they  only  knew  what  Sir  Mosby  does — w/wn  to  quit. 

He  suggests  a  change  in  the  time  for  meeting  of  Grand  Commandery,  in  order 
that, it  may  not  interfere  with  the  Subordinates  in  their  observance  of  »*  Ascen- 
sion Day."  Th'S  all  right,  provided  religious  services,  on  that  day,  are  held  in 
the  Asylum,  but  if  a  parade,  in  uniform,  to  a  church  i^  on  the  programme,  we 
should  be  glad  to  know  that  the  observance  of  the  day  had  been  entirely  aband- 
oned. However,  we  have  said  enough  on  this  subject,  and  will  allow  the  settle- 
ment of  this  form  of  alleged  worship  to  rest  between  the  participants  therein 
and  their  God. 

His  dispensations  were  all  issued  for  proper  purposes.     No  humbugging. 

He  recommended  a  per  capita  tax  of  50  cents  and  one  dollar  for  each  order 
conferred  to  make  up  a  fund  for  expense  of  Grand  Commandery  Head-Quarters 
at  Triennial.     Which  recommendation  was  adopted. 

We  copy  the  following  report  on  the  subject  of  Carson's  Bastard,  which  we 
doubt  not,  you  will  find  interesting  reading: 

RITUALS   OK    THE   GRAND    ENCAMPMKNT: 

To  tht:   Grand  Conimander^    and   JMtmhc.rs  of  the  Grand  Comniandt  ry  of  Tennessdc 
Knights    Templar : 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  conclave  "to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  whole  subject-matter  of  Ritual,  and  all  matters  pertaining  thereto,"  re- 
spectfully report  that  they  have  carefully  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
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and  especially  the  "Knights  Templar  and  Red  Cross  Ritual"  promulgated  by 
order  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Your  committee  respectfully  report  herewith,  a  partial  list  of  details  contained 
therein,  which,  in  their  opinion,  need  correction  or  change  ;  and,  in  view  there- 
of, they  recommend  to  this  Grand  Body  that  it  memorialize  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment at  its  next  Triennial  Conclave  to  be  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  to  recall 
said  Ritual  for  revision  and  correction,  and  that  when  again  promulgated,  so 
much  of  the  ceremonies  only  as  may  be  deemed  Essential,  be  reserved  as  the 
absolute  requirement  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  that  all  other  details  of  the 
"work"  be  relegated  to  Grand  Commanderies. 

In  this  connection,  and  to  this  end,  we  beg  leave  to  submit,  and  recommend 
for  adoption,  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved  i.  That  this  Grand  Commandery  recognize  the  Grand  Encampment 
as  the  Supreme  authority  over  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  that  while  it  acknowledges  its  fealty  and  loyalty  to  said  organiza- 
tion, as  a  constituent  Grand  Commandery,  it  claims  the  right  to  courteously  sug- 
gest 9Xi^  protest  when  occasion  demands,  and  especially  so  in  a  matter  of  such  vital 
importance  to  the  interests  of  our  Order,  as  the  one  under  consideration. 

Resolved  2  That  this  Grand  Commandery  hereby  enters  an  earnest,  but  courte- 
ous protest  against  the  Ritual  as  promulgated,  and  that  it  memorialize  the  Grand 
Encampment  at  its  next  Triennial  Conclave,  to  recall  said  Ritual  for  revision 
and  correction,  and  further,  that  it  memorialize  said  Grand  Body  to  reserve  to 
its  own  authority,  so  much  only  as  pertains  to  the  Essential  features  of  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Order,  and  to  relegate  to  Grand  Commanderies  all  other  details 
of  the  "work." 

Resoived  3,  That  our  Grand  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Commanderies 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  bring  the  same  to  the  attention  of  their  respective  Grand  Commanderies,  and 
to  courteously  ask  their  co-operation  in  this  matter. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Wm.  C.  Smith, 
G.  C  Connor, 
W.  F.  Foster, 

Committee. 

ERRORS,  OMISSIONS  AND  INCONGRUITIES. 

Your  Committee  herewith  submits  a  list  of  the  most  palpable  Errors,  Omis- 
sions, incongruities,  bad  grammar,  weak  Ceremonials,  and  Mifquotations  of 
Holy  Scripture 

This  part  of  the  report  not  being  proper  matter  for  publication,  the  Grand 
Recorder  was  instructed  to  print  such  "indications"  as  may  lead  to  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  rituals  reported  upon.  The  Grand  Recorder  contents  him- 
self with  the  following  (see  Grand  Encampment  Ritual): 

Page  8 — Wrong  officer  presides.     Purge  before  opening. 

Page  II — Three  errors,  principal  one  is  5 — 9. 

Page  12 — Lines  27-31.     Gross  blunder  about  introducing  Z. 

Page  13 — Six  important  errors  on  this  page. 

Page  14 — The  entire  page  should  be  rewritten.     Ceremony  bad. 

Page  15 — Line  10,  sounds  as  if  the  Order  would  be  conferred  on  the  M.  E. 
H.  P. 

Page  16. — Strike  out  all  in  lines  i  to  4,  beginning  with  line  15  on  page  15. 
It  is  something  odd  to  t-stort  a  Jewish  II.  P.  from  Persia  to  Jerusalem.  Strike 
all  out  in  lines  23-29. 

Page  17 — Full  of  errors,  too  numerous  to  attempt  to  point  out  here. 

Page  18 — Address  of  M.  E.  II.  P.  is  very,  very  poor.  The  scriptures  are  mis- 
quoted twice. 

Page  19 — There  are  three  misquotings  of  holy  scripture. 
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Page  20— Line  17.     Bad  English.    The  address  of  M.  of  I.  is  very  poor. 

Page  21— The  address  of  H.  P.  to  Z.  is  wretched  stuff. 

Page  23 — The  O.  B.  is  badly  written,  should  be  revised. 

Page  24— Strike  out  all  about  Escort  ol  H.  P.  The  M.  of  I.  to  Z.  should  be 
rewritten.  The ''challenge'*  (lines  27,  28)  is  abominable  nonsense.  A  soldier 
never  talks  that  way. 

Page  25 — Lines  i  to  14  is  wretched  stuff.  In  fact  the  entire  ceremonial  from 
line  I,  page  25,  to  line  2  of  page  27,  should  be  rewritten  by   an  expert  Ritualist. 

Page  27 — Lines  three  to  eight  should  be  corrected.  That  formation  is  all 
wrong.  Then  the  address  of  the  S.  M.  is  shamefully  bad,  and  that  of  the  M.  of 
L  is  equally  so. 

Page  28 — The  whole  page  should  be  rewritten.  Leave  out  the  ''Nobles/' 
since  "Rulers"  is  the  word. 

Page  29 — Response  of  Z.  is  not  clever  as  it  can  be  made. 

Page  30— "Good-night"  is  bosh.  Better  use  "Prince"  before  the  Chan,  and 
M.  of  P.    Take  twist  out  of  line  29. 

Page  31 — The  address  of  the  S.  M.  is  vile;  should  be  rewritten. 

Page  32 — Pull  of  errors.  The  teaching  of  lines  25-28,  if  we  understand  it,  is 
wrong. 

Page  33 — ^The  "Welcome"  (lines  1012)  is  very  clumsy  and  awkward. 

Page  34 — Use  *^inform"  for  **wa$m," 

P*gc  37 — Why  not  "receive"  the  Eminent  Commander?  Should  "purge" 
before  "guarding." 

Page  38 — The  whole  page  should  be  rewritten.  This  awkward  ceremonial 
should  not  be  inflicted  upon  the  Commanderies. 

Page  40 — Devotions  succeed,  not  precede  Rehearsal.  There  is  a  better  Cere- 
monial at  Triangle. 

Page  41 — Open  to  "sectarian"  criticism. 

Page  42 — There  are  nine  errors  on  this  page. 

P^c  43 — There  should  be  several  miiior  corrections  made. 

Page  44-.-Read  *' Excellent'  instead  of  "5iV  Knight "  before  Prelate  always. 
Material  errors  in  responses  of  J.  W.  and  of  S.  W. 

Page  45 — The  entire  page  needs  rewriting,  especially  the  duties  of  the  E.  C. 
and  the  Ceremony  just  before  the  "Proclamation." 

Page  46 — Strike  out  words  in  lines  12,  13,  after  ''Knight  Templar"  in  line  12. 
In  fact  this  whole  page  of  "work"  should  be  rewritten. 

Page  47 — The  Address  of  J,  W,  is  dreadful  stuff.  The  fine  print  is  much  bet- 
ter, and  there  is  a  better  address  than  either. 

Page  49— Full  of  redundant  words.     Rewrite. 

Page  50— Read  ''garb''  for  ''weeds," 

Page  51— There  are  six  misquotings  of  Scripture. 

Page  52 — The  Scriptures  are  misquoted  eight  times. 

Page  53 — Several  corrections  of  language.     Read  "Jour"  for  ^'set'en"  years. 

Page  54 — Forming  of  Escort  is  disorderly.  Prelate's  Address  is  weak.  This 
page  should  be  written  by  a  more  expert  hand. 

Pages  55,  56 — The  O.  B.  is  clumsily  written;  needs  serious  correcting. 

Page  57 — This  shouM  be  rewritten  and  several  things  omitted. 

Page  58 — Strike  out  "sez'cn"  and  insert  "/our"  before  years. 

Page  59— Strike  out  "four"  and  make  it  read,  "On  the  remaining  years,"  etc., 
in  line  9.     Same  applies  to  line  30. 

Page  60 — The  whole  page  is  clumsily  written.     Fire  "throng'  and  "salute" 

Page  61 — Changing  goblets  is  disorderly.  Knights  remain  seated.  The  ex- 
planation given  in  lines  23-28  is  the  veriest  bosh.  There  is  an  infinitely  better 
one,  and  certainly  a  more  tiuthful  one. 

Page  62 — Strike  out  IiRes9  and  10,  also  7  and  8,  27  and  28,  on  page  63. 

Page  63 — Rewrite  admonition  of  E.  C.  at  the  Triangle. 

Page  65 — The  Address  of  E.  C.  is  very  weak  and  undramatic.  The  "Second 
Lesson"  should  not  be  read  until  after  the  "exposure,"  hence  it  comes  on  this 
page,  and  not  on  page  63,  after  "tapers." 
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Page  66 — The  "Soliloquy"  occurs  immediately  after  the  Second  Lesi>on.  At 
close  of  **Soliloquy"  the  Third  Lesson  is  read,  and  then  the  Fourth  Lib.  The  ar- 
rangement in  the  ritual  is  wrong  and  confusing. 

Page  67 — Line  8.— This  Address  should  begin  immediately  after  Fourth  Lib. 
The  arrangement  of  this  ritual  is  all  wrong.     This  Address  should  be  rewritten. 

Pages  69  to  72  inclusive — Rewrite  and  correct  this  wretched  stuff.  Omit  the 
superstition  about  a  clergyman.  The  humblest  sinner  may  approach  the  Father 
in  prayer.     Behold  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican. 

Page  72 — The  Ceremonial  of  Second  Entrance  is  very  poor. 

Page  73 — Rewrite  and  modify  this  ceremonial.  There  is  a  better  way  than 
that  given  in  lines  5-8, 

Page  75 — Rewrite  5  Lib.  Omit  ''mortality  of  body,"  and  greatly  modify  the 
language  throughout.  Lines  12,  13  are  absurd.  If  the-  Knights  had  been  prop- 
erly [instructed  no  such  confusion  would  be  necessary.  Strike  out  line  20. 
Knights  stand  with  swords  at  "carry."  Correct  the  misquotations  of  Scripture, 
and  give  *'charge^*  and  *^arck,^^ 

Page  76 — The  veriest  nonsense  is  taught  in  lines  25-31.  Judas  didn't  belong 
to  that  Commandery,  hence  his  death  caused  no  vacancy  in  it  See  Tennessee 
Ritual  for  proper  language  and  method  of  electing  candidate  to  ''relight." 

Page  77 — We  prefer  the  single  blow  of  the  accolade  This  Ritual  omits  the 
investiture  of  the 

(i)  Baldric, 


^2)  The  Spurs, 


[3)  The  Helmet. 
All  of  these  should  be  accompanied  by  impressive  admonitions. 

Page  78 — Rewrite  that  bungling  presentation  address.  The  **Im.  Word"  is 
too  sacred  to  be  slurred  over  the  way  it  is  in  this  ritual.  There  is  a  better  way. 
There  should  be  a  presentation  of  Banners  after  "Im.  Word.'*  The  S.  W. 
should  give  all  "secrets"  after  "armor"  is  put  on. 

Pages  79,  80— Use  "Sentinel"  for  "Guard." 

"THE  ORDER  OF  MALTA," 

The  Committee  is  so  impressed  with  the  utter  impracticability  of  the  Ritual 
of  the  Order  of  Malta,  that  it  refrains  from  making  any  detailed  criticisms.  The 
Ceremonial  in  no  wise  resembles  the  other  Orders  conferred  in  our  Command- 
eries.  It  comes  to  us  in  the  form  of  an  "imported  system,"  with  few.  if  any,  of 
the  ear-marks  of  the  "American  system."  We  do  not  like  it,  and  the  reason 
why  we  stand  ready  at  all  times  to  tell. 

After  remarks  by  Sir  Achilles  D.  Sears,  the  senior  Past  Grand  Commander 
present,  the  report  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  and  rising  vote  : 

By  P.  G.  Commander  Gwynue: 

Resolved  i,  That  this  Grand  Commandery,  deeply  impressed  with  the  inferior- 
ity of  the  Rituals  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at  St.  Louis  in  1886,  and 
while  recognizing  our  vows  of  obedience  do  not  hold  that  they  extend  so  far  as 
to  make  it  our  duty  to  use  bad  grammar,  promulgate  untruthfulness,  make  vital 
omissions  in  necessary  ceremonies  and  misquote  the  holy  scriptures,  do  hereby 
absolve  our  Subordinates  from  the  use  of  the  Rituals  as  aforesaid  until  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1889. 

Resolved^  2,  That  the  members  of  Grand  Commandery  (which  includes  the 
Commanders  of  Constituents)  be  ordered  to  send  forthwith  to  the  Grand  Re- 
corder, all  copies  of  the  printed  Rituals  of  the  Grand  Encampent  in  their  pos- 
session. 

Resolved  ^^  That  Constituents  rontinue  the  use  of  the  Ritua's  in  their  possession 
at  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  the  Rituals  now  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the 
Grand  Recorder. 

Unanimously  adopted. 
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We  regret  to  say  that  on  receipt  of  this  action  of  Tennessee  by  the  Grand 
Master  that  autocrat  of  all  U.  S.  Templars  immediately  went  for  Tennessee,  as 
he  had  already  gone  for  Iowa;  that  upon  the  receipt  of  his  ukase  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Tennessee,  unlike  our  Speed,  got  frightened,  and  summoned  the 
Grand  Commandery  to  a  special  conclave,  at  which  the  above  action  was  ic 
scinded,  the  abnoxious  rituals  redistributed  and  quiet  resign  in  Warsaw.  Seems; 
to  us,  after  giving  so  fully  the  formula  of  the  prescription  that  the  pill  must  have 
been  a  bitter  one  to  swallow. 

It  was  this  report  that  made  Carson  so  mad  and  caused  him  to  indulge  in  so 
intemperate  and  discourteous  language  in  his  review  of  Tennessee.  We  opine 
that^  courteous  and  and  gentle  as  Sir  Connor  and  others  of  our  Tennessee  frater;; 
are,  their  response  to  his  effusions  will  be  so  nearly  allied  to  the  plainness  of 
Rabelai's  that  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  catching  their  meaning.  It  would, 
in  our  opinion,  have  been  better  for  Tennessee  to  have  adopted  the  Iowa  plan 
and  stuck  to  the  original  proposition. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  G.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
is  one  of  the  very  best,  the  most  sensible  and  readable  that  we  have  seen.  His 
review  of  our  pamphiet  for  1887  is  pleasant,  courteous  and  full.  He  reads  us  a 
mild  lecture  on  our  estimate  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  we  take  in  the 
same  kindly  spirit  in  which  we  know  it  was  penned.  We  may  be  extreme,  per- 
haps wrong,  and  if  so  we  are  sorry.  We  clip  the  following  from  his  review  ol 
the  address  of  Sir  Vaughn  : 

The  Grand  Commander  relates  a  marvelous  tradition  of  much-abused  Rome, 
which  he  seems  to  believe  is  Action,  and  he  is  right.  He  makes  this  pretty  fic- 
tion the  text  for  a  very  pleasant  homily  on  matters  churchly  and  otherwise.  His 
eloquence  is  unquestioned,  but  his  theology  is  a  shade  off  color,  like  something 
else  in  an  active  transitive  way.     We  quote  ; 

•*Dear  fraters,  remember  that  His  work  is  for  the  whole  world.  He  came  not 
into  the  world  to  save  you  and  I,  but  that  through  Him  the  whole  world  should 
be  saved." 

We  turn  to  another  declaration  on  this  point,  and  find: 

"This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  |esu.» 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."     i  Tim.,  i,  15. 

Bound  to  accept  this,  Sir  Vaughn,  are  we  not  ?  Was  it  a  slip,  or  have  the  Mis- 
sissippi fraters  ceased  to  be  "sinners?" 

We  would  like  to  inquire  ol  Sir  Connor  in  what  particular  respect  Sir  Vaughn's 
•*  theology"  is  '*  off  color?"  Is  it  the  universality  of  the  redemption  puichased 
by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ  as  opposed  to  the  "All-part  "  creed  of  John 
Calvin  ?  W^e  ask  this  question  not  because  its  answer  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  Order  of  the  Templars,  but  to  satisfy  our  own  curiosity.  To  his  query  as  to 
the  existence  of  sinners  in  Mississippi,  we  reply:  By  no  means;  on  the  contrary, 
the  woods  are  full  of  them,  as  well  as  the  cities,  villages  and  hamlets.  In  fact, 
we  can  almost  say,  with  the  Psalmist,  "They  are  all  gone  aside — there  is  none  that 
doeth  good,  no,  not  one."  Still,  they  compare  very  favorably  with  the  balance 
of  mankind  in  this  particular.  There  are  about  four  thousand  good  things  in 
Bro.  Connor's  report  that  we  would  be  glad  to  copy,  but  it  can't  be  done,  and 
we  must  say  good-bye. 

SirG.  B.  Wilson  is  R.*.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander;  Geo.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent. 
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within  the  Territory  assembled  in  the  city  of  Vancouver  and  organized  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Washington  Territory  in  the  usual  style,  and  as  such  we 
take  pleasure  in  welcoming  her  into  the  Templar  family  of  Grand  Bodies,  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  the  Order  in  that  far  off-land,  and  its  head,  the  Grand 
Commandery,  may  keep  pace,  in  all  that  tends  to  the  welfare  of  the  institution, 
and  the  dissemination  of  its  true  principles  and  sublime  teachings,  with  the 
gigantic  strides  of  that  part  of  our  common  country  in  the  direction  of  material 
prosperity,  and  the  glory  of  our  States. 

Of  course  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  possess  no  interest  to  the  gen- 
eral reader,  hence  we  pass  to  the  Fifth  Annual  Conclave,  which  met  in  the  City 
of  Seattle,  June  8th,  1888,  at  which  were  present  :  Sir  H.  W.  Eagan,  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  T.  M.  Reed,  Grand  Recorder,  a  full  list  of  Grand  Officers,  the 
representatives  of  four  Chartered  Commanderies  and  one  U.  D. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  excellent  production.  It  is  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  local  matters.  He  made  but  one  decision  and  that  a  sound  one ;  granted 
divers  dispensations,  and  among  them  one  to  parade  on  "Decoration  Day,"  by 
doing  which  he  made  a  very  grave  mistake.  Templars  have  no  business  parad- 
ing, as  such,  on  any  occasion  not  strictly  Masonic  or  Templar  in  its  character, 
and  "Decoration  Day,"  holy  and  commendable  as  were  the  objects  and  motives 
of  its  institution  are,  is  no  exception.  Under  the  head  of  "A  Few  Words  of 
Warning"  he  pays  his  respects  to  those  people  referred  to  by  the  Psalmist, 
"The  Fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God,"  an  J  that  other  class  of  idiots 
who  call  themselves  Agnostics  who  are,  not  only  fools  but  acknowledge  it !  He 
deprecates  the  presence  of  this  class  in  an  order  founded  upon  a  religion  at  which 
they  scoff.  His  suggestion  that  they  at  once  leave  or  withdraw  from  the  order 
is  not  so  good  as  a  kicking-out  process  would  be,  to  our  mind. 

We  have  enough  natural  fools  in  our  asylums  without  lamely  submitting  to  the 
presence  there  of  those  who  have  acquired  that  little  as  the  result  of  "scientific 
study" — so  called.  Science  is  truth,  hence  anything  that  teaches  that  there  is 
no  God  is  not  ecientific  teaching.  Kick  out  the  whole  caboodle  of  them ! 
Order  in  a  healthy  and  thriving  condition.  Finances  ditto.  We  are  promised  a 
report  on  Correspondence  next  year. 

Sir  A.  L.  Palmer  is  R.*.   E.*.   Grand  Commander.     Sir  T.  M.    Reed  is  Grand 
Recorder  and  Reporter. 

Number  members  1887,  123;  in  1888,  175 — increase,  52. 


WYOMING—  1888. 

A  Convention  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  Territory  of  Wyoming  was  held  in 
the  City  of  Cheyenne,  January  9th,  1888,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  that  jurisdiction,  which  was  duly  per- 
formed. On  the  8th  of  the  following  March  Sir  W.  B.  Trufant,  proxy  for  the 
Grand  Master,  convened  the  body  and  duly  constituted  the  same,  after  making 
a  very  neat  little  speech.  Thus  was  another  member  added  to  the  somewhat 
large  family  of  Grand  Commanderies  and  we  bid  them  a  hearty  welcome  and 
wish  them  all  the  success  and  prosperity  their  merit  demands. 
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Sir  Thos.  B.  Hicks  is  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  K.  Jeflfrcy,   Grand 
Recorder,  and  Sirs  J.  C.  Baird,  W.  H.  Smith  and  J.  H.  Hayford,  Correspondents. 


WISCONSIN  — 1888. 

Thirtieth  Annual   Conclave   was  held  in  Milwaukee,  October  9th  and  loth. 

Trouble  commenced  by  the  introduction  of  our  valued  friend  Sir  Hugh 
McCurdy,  of  Michigan,  as  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Emcampment. 
The  reception  called  forth  a  short  but  characteristically  good  speech  from  Sir 
Hugh.     From  the  ''cluster"  we  clip  the  following  gem  : 

Templary  is  Masonry,  of  course,  but  Masonry  that  has  been,  so  to  say,  put 
through  the  refining  process.  I  say  this  «^/in  disparagement  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
wherein  are  inculcated  the  fundamental  principles  by  which  we,  as  Masons, 
square  our  lives;  but  there  are  grades  and  grades  in  all  of  man's  relations  in  life. 
The  better  Templars  we  are,  the  better  Masons.  It  has  been  sagaciously  said 
that  Templarism  tends  to  teach  Masons  to  be  more  than  Masons;  that  while 
Masonry  plants  the  flower  of  brotherly  love  in  every  Mason's  heart,  brings  down 
King  and  Baron  to  the  level  of  the  weak  and  humble,  and  binds  man  to  man  in 
mutual  dependence,  with  never  a  thought  of  casts  or  creed,  purse  or  pride  ob- 
truding. Templar  Masonry  is  meant  to  do  more.  I  take  it  that  we  intensified 
our  vows  as  a  specially  binding  covenant  with  God  ;  and  I  suppose  there  is  no 
fraterhere  who  would  dispute  the  deep  significance  or  the  immutable  truth  of 
the  faith  which  has  singularly  blessed  the  world  for  more  than  eighteen  cen- 
turies. Templary  '*teaches  sublime  faith  in  never-ending  happiness  for  all  the 
good  and  pure,  and  is  anchored  to  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Great  Sacrifice 
which  brightens  the  star  of  hope  that  Heaven  sets  above  the  cradle  of  every 
babe." 

Which  we  commend  to  your  careful  and  thoughtful  attention. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  one  of  the  shortest  we  have  seen,  but  it  is 
sensible  and  to  the  point.  He  reports  a  state  of  quiet  but  satisfactory  growth  in 
his  command,  and  that  peace  prevails.  His  decisions  arc  sound,  his  dispensa- 
tions sensible.  We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  he  refused  a  subordinate  a  dispen- 
sation to  strut  on  "decoration  day,"  and  to  another  to  parade  on  the  occasion  of 
the  funeral  of  Gen.  Sheridan.  Our  information  is  that  the  General  was  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  in  his  religious  belief,  and  if  nothing  else  rendered  the  proposi- 
tion improper  that  fact,  of  itself,  made  it  absurd.  Templars  parading  at  the 
funeral  of  Roman  Catholics  in  the  light  of  the  well-known  affection  of  the 
Pontiff,  and  the  church  generally,  lor  the  Order,  would  be  a  sight  to  behold! 
Ashland  Commandery,  U.  D.,  asked  for  both  dispensations.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  as  they  grow  older  they  will  learn  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  mission  of  Tem- 
plar Masonry  to  ta>.e  part,  assuoh,  in  the  celebration  of  secular  days,  the  funeral 
obsequies  of  army  officers  or  privates  not  Masons,  no  matter  how  distinguished 
their  public  services  may  have  been,  nor  of  members  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

Proceedings  local,  except  that  we  note  the  following,  in  which  we  fully  con- 
cur: 

Past  Grand  Comman<ler  Benzenberg,  after  some  very  feeling  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution  relative  to  Past  Grand  Commander  A.  V.  H. 
Carpenter  : 

Whereas,  On   account   of  a   serious  afflction  of  the   eyes,  Past  Grand    Com- 
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mander  Carpenter  has  been  unable  to  be  present  during  this  Conclave.  There- 
fore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Commandery  hereby  extend  to  our  esteemed  and 
beloved  Past  Grand  Commander  their  Knightly  greeting,  most  earnest  sympa- 
thy and  cordial  good  will,  expressing  the  hope  that  he  may  experience  an  early, 
complete  and  permanent  recovery,  thus  again  securing  to  his  friends  and  fraters 
the  pleasure  of  his  warm  and  manly  greeting,  and  assuring  him  that  the  absence 
of  his  earnest  and  valuable  counsel  in  our  deliberations  was  sincely  regretted  by 
all  the  Sir  Knights. 

Which  was  unanimosly  adopted. 

Total  membership,  2,062.     Plenty  of  cash  in  the  treasury. 

The  F.  C.  report  is  again  the  work  of  Sir  Swain,  and,  like  its  predecessors,  is 
a  good  one.  Reviewing  California  he  clips  the  following  from  Sir  Caswell's 
production : 

He  again  brags  of  his  age,  and  refuses  **to  get  to  a  nunnery:" 

After  this  bit  ot  pleasantry  he  charges  us  with  inconsistency  in  attending  the 
balls  and  banquets  at  the  late  Triennial,  after  bragging  of  our  advanced  years 
and  decrepitude,  and  wants  us  to  "get  to  a  nunnery."  By  our  halidom.  Sir 
Knight,  one  must  be  something  more  than  human  to  resist  the  hospitality  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  Louis  and  the  blandishments  of  their  ladies ;  as  for  going  to  a 
nunnery,  what  use  would  we  be  in  a  nunnery  at  our  time  of  life? 

And  remarks : 

He  may  be  right;  if  we  owned  the  nunnery,  we  would  hardly  like  to  trust  him 
there.     Ii  he  is  as  vigorous  in  body  as  with  pen,  we  know  it  wouldn't  be  safe. 

In  which  we  concur.  As  an  adjunct  to  a  nunnery  Sir  Thomas  would,  undoubt- 
edly make  trouble.     Under  Iowa,  this : 

Although,  at  the  time  we  write,  Iowa  is  under  a  cloud,  we  none  the  less  rec- 
ognize that  she  is  filled  with  courteous  Knights,  and  that  she  will  eventually, 
and  we  hope  soon,  emerge  from  the  effects  of  what  we  consider  an  ill-judged  and 
arbitrary  order.     But  this  subject  we  leave  till  later. 

Sound  as  a  dollar.     And  this : 

We  do  not  think  his  opinion,  that  the  Ritual  was  not  legally  adopted,  is  worth 
the  paper  it  is  written  on.  But  we  propose  to  review  this  whole  subject  at  the 
close  of  our  report,  and  we  will  postpone  comment  till  then. 

Strange  it  is,  that  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  should  exist,  on  the  same  subject, 
among  great  minds  !      ]Ve  think  Iowa's  position  impregnable. 

Mississippi  and  this  Committee  receives  courteous  notice  from  this  prince  of 
Reporters.  To  our  question  as  to  whether  he  had,  at  a  session  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, visited  a  Grand  Commandery  headquarters  without  being  asked  to 
I'take  simething,"  he  replies  as  follows: 

We  answer  his  question:  We  have  visited  headquarters,  and  more  than  one, 
where  we  were  not  asked  to  drink.  But,  even  if  our  answer  were  in  the  nega- 
tive, we  would  be  compelled  to  say  that,  in  an  Order  which  preaches  temperance 
but  allows  its  members  free  latitude  in  deciding  between  temperance  and  total 
abstinence,  we  were  not  compelled  to  accept  the  proffered  glass,  nor  even  urged 
beyond  a  courteous  invitation. 

Now,  we  would  like  to  ask  Brother  DeLap  a  question.  Of  course,  in  every 
assemblage  of  such  large  proportions  there  must  be  some  beneath  the  standard 
of  Templarism.  But  in  your  experience  of  Grand  Encampments,  were  they  not, 
by  very  large  odds,  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule  ?  And  were  not  the  excep- 
tions entirely  outside  of  the  membership  of  the  Grand  Encampment  itself? 

To  the  first  question,  Bro.  S.,  we  answer,  yes.  To  the  second  candor  and  truth 
require  us  to  say,  no.     We  never  attended  but   one,  and   that    in   New  Orleans, 
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hence  our  observation  has  not  been  so  extensive  as  Sir  Swain's,  and  we  are,  there* 

fore,  inclined  to  admit  that  we  may  have  been  too  sweeping  in  our  charges.     We 

would  be  delighted  to  know  that  we  had  made  a  mistake. 

Touching  temperance,  he  has  this  to  say: 

We  do  not  agree  with  DeLap's  views  on  temperance.  We  are  a  firm  believer 
in  temperance  itself,  and,  because  we  believe  in  it,  we  believe  wine  and  whisky 
to  be  an  excellent  servant,  but  a  fearfully  bad  and  tyrannical  master,  always  re- 
specting the  right  of  our  Brother  to  differ  from  us.  But  here  is  a  paragraph 
which  we  can  heartily  endorse. 

We  do  not  see  why  Sir  William  does  not  agree  with  us  on  this  subject.     If  our 

views  differ  at  all  from  his,  as  above  expressed,    we   don't  know  it.      We  don't 

want  any  better  platform  than  his.     We  thank  Brother  Swain  for  this : 

And  another  thing  which  we  can  endorse  in  our  Brother  is  the  sound  Christian 
feeling  and  charity  at  the  bottom  of  his  soul,  despite  the  points  wherein  we  dis- 
agree. 

Though  all  undeserved  it  may  be.     In  his  promised  review  of. the  Iowa  trouble, 

after  an  epitome  of  the  history  of  the  case,  he  says: 

We  are  pained  and  grieved  beyend  measure  '  at  the  course  which  has  been 
taken.  It  is,  of  course,  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  that,  in  what  follows,  we  are  ex- 
pressing our  own  individual  opinion,  and  not  that  of  our  Grand  Commandery, 
which,  if  it  acts  at  all,  will  speak  for  itself.  The  order  of  the  Grand  Master  has 
been  promulgated  in  this  jurisdiction,  and,  of  course,  obeyed. 

First,  relative  to  the  action  of  Iowa,  we  do  not  think  its  claim  that  the  new 
ritual  was  not  legally  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
has  any  ioundation.  The  claim  is  based  on  the  statement  that  the  changes  in 
the  ritual  were  not  published  in.  the  summons  ior  the  Conclave  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  ritual  had  already  been  introduced,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  to  report,  with  changes,  at  this  session.  If  the  claim  was 
true,  it  would  follow  equally,  that  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to 
be  legally  adopted,  must  be  adopted  precisely  as  proposed.  To  in  any  way 
amend  the  amendment,  when  it  came  up  for  action,  would  be  to  nullify  it.  And 
we  do  not  agree  with  Iowa,  that  the  Grand  Master  had  no  power  to  interfere  with 
the  Grand  Commandery.  Section  13  of  the  Constitution  expressly  gives  him 
that  power. 

But,  admitting  all  that,  we  think  the  Grand  Master's  action  exceedingly  arbi- 
trary and  ill-judged.  As  far  as  the  ritual  itself  is  concerned,  fully  three-fourths 
of  the  jurisdictions  are  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  desire  its  amendment  or  abolition 
entirely.  Tennessee  went  so  far  as  to  take  the  same  course  as  Iowa,  but  after- 
ward recinded  its  action.  Maine  and  Massachusetts  not  only  want  to  see  it 
amended,  but  particularly  condemned  the  publicity  given  it,  making  it  a  part 
of  the  literature  of  the  country ;  as  Grand  Commander  Varnum  says,  the  book 
has  been  offered  for  sale  by  newsboys  on  railroad  trains.  But,  Iowa  did  not  re- 
fuse to  adopt  it.  She  simply  postponed  action  until  after  the  next  triennial  con- 
clave. Of  course,  technically,  this  was  a  violation  of  the  edict.  But  there  is 
scarcely  a  jurisdiction  in  the  country  but  has  taken  some  action  in  contravention  of 
the.code.  We  have  pointed  out,  in  our  report,  several  of  them.  Maryland's  Grand 
Commander  allows  the  old  ritual  to  be  used  until  new  Eminent  Commanders 
are  elected  to  learn  the  work.  If  it  can  be  postponed  for  nine  months,  why  not 
for  eighteen?  We  hear  of  no  notice  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  violations 
above  referred  to.  The  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  even  refuses  to  pro- 
mulgate the  edict  of  suspension.     His  head  is  still  on  his  shoulders. 

As  Grand  Commander  Varnum  says:  **No  good  ever  came  of  edicts,  orders 
or  declarations  of  non-intercourse.  They  are  invariably  promotive  of  injury  to 
any  fraternity  founded  wholly  upon  mutual  engagements,  reciprocal  ties,  disin- 
terested friendship,  unbounded  hospitality,  brotherly  love,  and  the  Christian  re- 
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ligion.'*  It  was  but  a  short  time  until  the  session  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
and  we  think  no  harm  could  have  resulted  from  the  short  postponement  of  the 
edict. 

We  have  questioned  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  the  edict ;  in  the  form 
it  took,  we  doubt  if  he  had  any  right  to  issue  it.  He  might  have  the  right  to 
suspend  the  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Commandery  from  their  functions ; 
bat  what  right  had  he  to  sucpend  in  one  breath,  without  trial,  thirty-six  hun- 
dred innocent  Templars,  who  had  violated  no  law,  who  couldn't  adopt  the  new 
ritual  if  they  wished  to,  because  they  hadn't  got  it  ?  By  all  Masonic  law,  every- 
where, Commandery,  Chapter  and  Lodge,  no  punishment  can  be  inflicted  with- 
out due  trial.  An  officer  can  be  suspended  from  the  functions  of  his  office,  but 
he  cannot  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  Masonic  or  Templar  intercourse,  without  a 
hearing.  Yet,  here  is  a  sweeping  edict,  which  without  a  shadow  of  a  trial  or 
hearing,  says  we  shall  have  no  Templar  intercourse  with  thirty-six  hundred  of 
our  innocent  brethren ! 

We  do  not  think  this  trouble  will  last  long,  but  we  are  afraid  it  will  leave  bit- 
terness behind  it.  We  hope  our  fraters  of  Iowa  will,  in  a  dignified  way,  at  the 
coming  session,  rescind  their  action.  The  next  session  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, will  probably  remove  the  grievance  complained  of,  and  it  is  not  long  to 
wait.  And  we  equally  hope  Grand  Master  Roome  will  take  a  sober  second 
thought,  and  also  recede,  calmly  awaiting  the  healing  influences  of  time  upon 
whatever  errors  may  have  been  committed. 

We  can  and  do,  heartily  endorse  Sir  Swain's  views,  as  above  expressed,  except 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  passage  of  Carson's  Bantling.  The  contrary  view,  fts 
expressed  by  our  own  Speed,  and  best  minds  in  Iowa,  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  cor- 
rect one. 

His  condemnKtion  of  the  hasty,  arbitrary,  tyrannical,  austere  and  autocratic 
course  of  the  Grand  Master  meets  our  hearty  approval'  We  leave  Brother  S. 
with  regret.  Wisconsin,  our  native  State,  should  be,  and  doubtless  is,  proud  of 
him— as  we  are. 

Sir  Chandler  P.  Chapman  is  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  W.  Laflin, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  W.  C.  Swain,  Reporter. 


CONCLUSION. 


Once  more  we  have  arrived  at  the  end  of  our  labors  in  this  behalf  and  submit 
the  result  for  what  it  is  worth. 

We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  the  signs  of  a  healthy  and  vigorous  growth  of  the 
Order  are  apparent  in  nearly  all  of  the  Grand  Commanderies.  Peace  reigns  su- 
preme except  in  so  far  as  the  <<Iowa  Rebellion"  is  concerned.  This  matter  is 
not  so  generally  and  fully  considered  in  the  addresses  of  Grand  Commanders  and 
Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence  as  we  had  expected  and  hoped  for,  as 
it  was  from  these  we  expected  to  prognosticate  the  action  likely  to  be  had  in 
October  next.  What  that  action  should  be  is,  in  our  opinion,  very  plain,  and 
that  is,  the  Grand  Master  should  be  rebuked  for  his  arrogant  assumption  of 
powers  belonging  to  the  Grand  Encampment.  Iowa  should  be  sustained  in  her 
action.  The  essentials  of  the  ritual  should  be  agreed  upon  and,  legally,  pro- 
mulgated, and  the  non-essentials  left  where  they  belong,  to  the  good  taste  and 
and  judgment  of  the  Subordinate  Grand  Bodies.    That  uniformity  can  be  ob- 
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tained  in  anything  beyond  the  essential  points  in  the  Ritual,  we  do  not  believe 
nor  do  we  consider  it  particularly  desirable.  What  the  outcome  of  the  matter 
will  be  we  cannot,  of  course,  tell,  but  we  cannot  believe  that  the  Representatives 
of  the  75,000  Templars  in  the  United  States  will  endorse  the  arbitrary  ex-com- 
munication of  3,000  of  as  loyal,  intelligent  and  magnanimious  Sir  Knights  as 
there  are  in  the  world,  by  any  one  man.  If  they  should  do  so  they  may  reasona- 
bly expect  a  similar  dose  on  the  slightest  sign  of  a  disposition  to  assent  their  man- 
hood and— we  shall  be  glad  of  it. 

For  the  many  kindly  words  of  the  Corps  for  Mississippi,  and  this  Committee, 
we  are  truly  grateful  and  we  wish  them,  one  and  all,  all  the  happiness  and  good 
they  desire  in  this  world  and  in  that  to  come,  an  eternity  of  blessedness  at 
God's  right  hand. 

Some  of  the  pamphlets  have  not  reached  us,  and,  per  consequence,  do  not  ap- 
pear in  this  report,  but  the  fault  is  not  with  us. 

Craving  your  kind  indulgence  for  the  many  imperfections  in  this  report,  and 
praying  that  health  aad  happiness  may  be  yours,  and  that  our  Order  may  con- 
tinue to  grow  and  prosper,  we  remain, 

'  Courteously  and  sincerely  yours, 

E.  G.  DxLAP,  Reporter. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

Appointed  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi, 


Alabama Wm.  G.  Littlb Mobile. 

Arkansas Innbs  O.  Adams Pine  Bluff. 

California Tbos.  H.CA8wsUi San  Franoisoo. 

Colorado David  C.  CoZiUBS ....  * Central. 

Conneotioat Eu  C.  Bibdsky Meriden. 

Dakota L.  B.  Fbbnoh Yankton. 

Georgia Fbux  Cobput Maoon. 

Illinois Jamjbb  Hawi«bt Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana John  W.  Cbuft Terre  Hante. 

Iowa Jambs  Mobton Cedar  Rapids. 

Kansas John  M.  Fbiob Atchison. 

Kentacky John  S.  Littlb Covington. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DbGbamgb New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbxtmmond Portland. 

Maryland John  Snowdbm  Ttson Baltimore. 

Massaohnsetts  A  Rhode  Island . .  Nioholas  Van  Sz^tok Providence,  R.I.^ 

Minnesota B.  H.  Lamox<bt Winona. 

Missouri Albz.  M.  Dooxbbt St.  Loois. 

Nebraska Alfbbd  G.  Hastinob Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire Dahibl  Cbabb  Robbbts Concord. 

New  Jersey Thos.  Godson Newark. 

New  York Gbobob  Babooox Troy. 

North  Carolina J.  W.  Huntbb Winston. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Bubohnbb Tonngstown. 

Pennsylvania John  Dusbnbbbq Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howbll Nashville. 

Texas Hbnbt  M.  Holmbs Austin. 

Vermont R.  J.  Pizxzng Burlington* 

Virginia John  T.  Pabham Petersburg. 

West  Virginia Thomas  M.Dabbah Wheeling. 

Wisconsin MiiiTON  D.  Babtlbtt Eau  Clare. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

Appointed  Near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Miasissippi. 


Alabama P.  M.  Saybby Tnpelo. 

ArkanBaB T.  Q.  Bibohktt Vioksburg. 

California John  E.  Fxtlbov Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbsdbbio  Spbxd Vioksborg. 

Conneotiont Gbo.  S.  Gbbbn Jackson. 

Dakota Wm.  PBissTunr Canton. 

Oeorgia G.  T.  Fbbbman Jackson. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Bembbook Natchez. 

Indiana Fbank  H.  Foots Port  Gibson. 

Iowa Jab.  T.  Mbadb Birmingham,  Ala. 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdom Port  Gibson. 

Zentnck^ B.  A.  Owbn Port  Gibson. 

Xionisiana E.  Gbo.  DbLap Natchez. 

Maine Fbamk  Bubkitt Okolona. 

Maryland 

Massachnsetts <fc  Bhode Island. . Bobbbt  B.  Bbannim Aberdeen. 

Minnesota Wm.  G.  Paxton Vicksbnrg. 

MisBonri W.  P.  TowiiBB Jackson,  Tenn. 

Nebraska B.  A.  Vauoham Oolambns. 

l^ew  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Colnmbns. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Gus.  J.  Bahiiv Natchez. 

North  Carolina Wm.  S.  Patton Meridian. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwib Winona. 

Pennsylyania Matt.  F.  Ash Madison  Station 

Tennessee Wm.  Stablimg Greenyille. 

Texas Olitbb  Cufton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Poweb..... Jackson. 

Virginia P.  M.  Savbbt Tnpelo. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walkbb Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dioks Natchez. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama £•&•  HASTiHOfl Montgomery. 

Arkanaas Jab.  A.  Huibt Little  Book. 

Oalifornia Thos.  H.  Oaswsll San  Franoieoo . 

Canada Damibl  Spbt Barrie,  Ontario , 

Colorado Ei>*  C.  PABMBLBa Pneblo. 

Connectiont Jos.  K.  WhbbiiBb Hartford . 

Dakota Bbuob  M.  BowiiBT Huron. 

England  and  Wales W.TimiuiBB London,  22  C.  L. 

Georgia Samubl  P.  HamhiTon Savannah . 

Illinois GujBbbt  W.  Babnabd Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bbamwbu< Indianapolis. 

Iowa AiiF.  WiHOATB Des  Moines. 

Ireland John  A.  Rakbb Dablin. 

Kansas John  H.  Bbown Wyandotte. 

Kentncky Lobbnzo  D.  CaoimiaBB Covinicton. 

Lonisiana Biohabd  Laicbbbt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bbbby Portland. 

Maryland. John  H.  MiiiLBB Baltimore. 

Massaohnsetts  A^Bhode Island. .  Alfbbd  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innbs Grand  Bapids, 

Minnesota A.  T.  (J.  Pibbson St.  Paul . 

Mississippi J- 1^-  Powbb Jackson . 

Missouri Wm.  H.Mato St.  Louis. 

Montana Cobnbi*ius  Hbdgbb Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  B.  Bowbn Omaha. 

New  Hampshire G»o.  P.  Oi^baybs Concord. 

New  Jersey. Chas.  Bbohtbl Trenton. 

New  York Bobt.  Maoot New  York. 

North  Carolina Hobaob  H.  Munbon Wilmington . 

Ohio John  N.  BBLii Dayton. 

PennsyWania Chas.  £.  Meybb Philadelphia. 

Orngon F.  J.  Baboook Salem. 

Prince  Edward  Island Wilson  Higos . . ./ Charlottetown , 

Scotland Lindsby  Mackbbsbt Edinburg. 

Tennessee ^i^*  ^-  Connob Chattanooga. 

r^Qxas BoBT.  Bbbwstbb Houston . 

Vermont Wabbbn  G.  Bbynoum Burlington . 

Virginia W***  ^-  Isaacs Bichmond. 

Washington Thos.  M.  Bbbd Olympia. 

Wyoming J.K*  Jbffbby Cheyenne. 

West  Virginia B.  C.  Dunninoton Pairmount. 

Wisconsin J^^*'  H*  ^^^^^^ Milwaukee. 

Gband  Enoamfmbnt. — Charles  Boome,  Grand  Master,  New  York  ;  William  B» 
Isaacs,  Grand  Becorder,  Bichmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  ai 
Washington  City,  second  Tuesday  in  October,  1889. 


GRAND  COMMANDERY  OFFICERS, 

From  Organization,  1857,  to  1889. 


In  this  roll,  only  the  highest  station  fiUe<i  by  the  Sir  Knijirht  is  given.     Some 
of  them  filled  nearly  every  office  in  the  Grand  Commandery. 

SBAND  OOMMAHDESS. 

Wm.   H.  Stevens 1867  to  1868— Died,  October  13,  1866. 

Geo.  P.  Ornmp 1868  to  1869— Died,  1860. 

Giles  M.  Hillyer 1869  to  1860— Died,  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  W.  Walter 1860  to  1861— Died,  September  19,  1878. 

Ben].  S.  Tappan 1 861  to  1866— Died,  March  1,  1866. 

Edward  Lea 1866  to  1867— Died,  1867. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to  1868— Died,  December  29,  1878 . 

Fleet  0.  Mercer 1^68  to  1869—  Died,  January  26,  1885 . 

John  K.  Fnlson 1869  to  1870. 

Charles  T.  Bond * 1870  to  1871— Died,  October  14, 1872 . 

Wm.S.  Patton 1871  to  1872. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap 1872  to  1873. 

E.  T.  Henry 1873  to  1874— Died,  April  10, 1881 . 

P.  M.  Savery 1874  to  1876. 

Gid.  W.  Cox 1876  to  1876. 

Oliver  Clifton 1876  to  1877. 

Wm.  A.  Fairchild 1877  to  1878— Died,  Sept.  20,  1878. 

Wm.  G.  Pazton 1878  to  1879. 

Chas.  M.Erwin 1879  to  1880. 

Wm.G.  Benbrook  1880  to  1881. 

Wm.  French 1881  to  1882— Died,  April  28, 1884. 

Jas.  T.  Meade 1882  to  1883. 

H.  M.  Bomberger 1883  to  1884. 

W.  P.lowler 1884  to  1886. 

John  H.  Gordon 1886  to  1886. 

B.  A.  Vanghan 1886  to  1887 . 

N.  8.  Walker 1887  to  1888. 

Frederic  Speed 1888  to  1890. 

DEFOTY  GRAND  GOMIiANDE&S. 

Thomas  Palmer 1867,  1867,  1869. 

T.  W.  Caskey 1869  to  1860. 

W.  W.  Lord 186 1  to  1866. 

Wm.  H.  Dyson 1866  to  1867— Died,  Angnst  1,  1882. 

H.  H.*Hnbbard 1868  to  1869. 

John  A.  Galbreath 1870  to  1871— Died,  Angnst  20,  1884. 

John  T.  Bnck 1872  to  1873. 

Harry  Gilmore '. . . .  1877  to  1878. 

J.J.Hays ...1888  to  1890. 
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GBAHD  GENEBALISSIMOS. 

Jacob  F.  Fonte 1868  to  1859— Died,  after  1860. 

J.  M.  West 1860  to  1861— Died,  1868. 

John  W.  Powell  1871  to  1872. 

John  Nelson 1873  to  1874— Died,  Jnly  10,  1880. 

J.  T.  Whitehead 1876  to  1877,1880  to  1881. 

John  A.  Dicks 1877  to  1878. 

Oeo.S.  Green « 1884  to  1885. 

QBAKD  OAPTAIVaaENEBAL- 

Lawrence  Johnson 1861  to  1866 . 

D.  N.  Moody 1866  to  1867. 

Sam'l  M.  Stewart 1868  to  1869. 

E.  J.  McGarr 1869  to  1870. 

A.  P.  Saunders 1870  to  1871— Died,  Sept.  19,  1878. 

R.  F.  Hudson 1878  to  1879. 

L.  B.  Mosby 1884  to  1886. 

GBA9D  PRELATES. 

A.  Newton 1859  to  1860— Died,  1859. 

B.  S.  Fant 1860  to  1861— Died,  1865. 

Wm.  H.  Watkins 1861  to  1866,  1867  to  1868— Died  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1881. 

D.  S.  Snodgrass 1868  to  1869. 

P.  J.  Eckles 1869  to  1870— Died,  March  26,  1882. 

Christopher  Johnson 1871  to  1872,  1873  to  1874— Died,  Aug. 

2    1883 

A.  H.  Barkley 1872  to  1873. 

John  A.  B.Jones 1874  to  1876,  1889  to  1890. 

J.   B.  Linn 1876  to  1877,  1878  to  1879. 

R.  S.   Woodward 1879  to  188),  1884  to  I880. 

W.  K.  Douglas 1880  to  1881. 

T.  W.  Whitsey 1881  to  1882. 

J.  M.  Boon 1882  to  1884 

W.  P.  Browne 1885  to  1886. 

Joseph  E.  Martin 1886  to  1887. 

Wm.  Priestley 1887  to  1888. 

H.  R.  Singleton 1888  to  1889. 

GBAHD  SENIOR  WARDENS. 

J.  S.W.Bailey 1868  to  1859— Died  the  war. 

John  C.  Birkhead 1861  to  I866. 

Ansel  H.  Kendrick 1866  to  1867— Died,  September  10,  1878. 

D.   L.   Smythe 1873  to  1874. 

John  S.  Cain 1874  to  1875. 

R.  M.Young 1877  to  1878. 

F.  E.  Whitfield 1879  to  1880 -Died,  1885. 

J.   M.Lewis 1881  to  1882. 

T.  H.  Walker 1885  to  1886. 

R.  A.  Owen 1886  to  1887. 

B.  T.  Kimbrough 1887  to  1888. 

C.  0.  Ross 1888  to  1889. 

Wm.  Richards 1889  to  1890. 


1 889]  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OFFICERS.  .  89 

GBAID  JUBIOB  WA^EVB. 

E.  P.  Russell 1857  to  1858,  1860  to  1861— Died,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1864. 

J.  L.  Walton 1861  to  1865— Died    during  the  war. 

W.  F.  Cole 1866  to  1867. 

Wm.  Noonan 1868  to  1869. 

John  T.  Lamkin 1869  to  1870— Died,  May  19,  1870. 

E.  W.  Upshaw 1870  to  1871— Died,  August  IS,  1878. 

Jno.  W.  Yeargain 1874  to  1875. 

J.  M.  Stone 1875  to  1876. 

J.J.Baker 1878  to  1879. 

O.Lee  Lincoln 1879  to  1880. 

R.  Highgate 1885  to  1886— Died,  September  4,  1888. 

S.  B.  Brown  1889  to  1890. 

GSAID  WABDE&S. 

Luther  Nichols 1857  to  1858. 

J.  Davis  Baker 1858  to  1859. 

R.  L.  Taggart 1859  to  1860— Died  during  the  war. 

O.  Oltenburg 1870  to  1871,  1885  to  1886. 

Amos  Tappan 1871  to  1872. 

F.  H.  Oreen ...1872  to  1873. 

J.  M.  Lewis 1873  to  1874. 

S.  C.  Conly 1877  to  1878. 

Frank  Burkitt 1882  to  1883. 

R.  A.  Armistead 1888  to  1884. 

W.  T.  Burnet 1884  to  1886. 

G.  C.  Myers 1886  to  1887. 

0.  W.  Bolton 1888  to  1889. 

QBilTD  TBEA8UBEB8. 

John  H.  Echols 1866  to  1870— Died,  January  29,  1882. 

Wm.  A.  Ohamplin 1870  to  1871— Died 

B.  ft.  Trice 1872  to  1878— Died,  August  30, 1888. 

H  M.Taylor ..1873  to  1877. 

Chas.  T.  Chamberlain 1889  to  1890. 

(IBAHD  BEOOBDEBS 

Abner  V.  Rowe 1857  to  1858— Died,  January  18,  1863. 

R.  W.  T.Daniel 1858  to  1863— Died,  October  27,  1868. 

D.  P.Porter  1866  to  1870. 

J.  L  Power 1870  to  1890. 

aBAID  8TAVDABD  BEABEBS. 

W.  A.  McMillion 1857  to  185<J— Died,  August  11,  1878. 

Wells  C.  Harrell 1859  to  1860. 

J.  B.   Derryberry 1860  to  1861— Died  after  1860. 

Jas.  Curry 1861  to  1866. 

R.  McQowan 1866  to  1867. 

W.  W.  Allein 1867  to  1868. 

1.  F.  Harrington 1869  to  1870— Died  March  23, 1874. 

C.  H.  Meadows 1870  to  1871 —Died  August  17, 1874. 

GusJ.  Bahin 1871  to  1879. 

David  Carr 1879  to  I88O. 

W.  H.  Bailey 1882  to  1883— Died,  March  14, 1888. 

Geo.  G.  Jones 1884  to  1885. 

J.  T.  Lay 1885  to  1886. 

J.  T.  French 1889  to  1890. 
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aiAIO  SWOBB  BfiikSEBS. 

A.  B.  Tyler 1859  to  18(K). 

Foaniain   Wood ^ I860  to  1861~Died,  Febraary   19,  1880. 

J.  T.  MoBee 1866  to  1867— Died,  October  24,1881. 

Neil  Mnnn 1867  to  1868. 

Douglas  G.  Smythe 1868  to  1869. 

Harry  Gibbons 1869  to  1870. 

G.  A.  SpiYey 1872  to  1878. 

J.  T.  Taylor 1874  to  1877— Died,  April  22, 1882. 

G.  G.  Manlove 1877  to  1878. 

James  Shelton 1881  to  1882— Died,  September  1.  1884. 

W.  W.   Marshall 1888  to  1884— Died,  October  22, 1888. 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr I886  to  1887.  ) 

Orand  Oaptaini  of  the  Ghiard- 

Alex.  Brown 1868  to  1866— Died,  1865.  " 

Elijah  Grammar. 1866  to  1867. 

John  McDonald 1867  to  1868. 

Almon  Bobbins 1868  to  1870— Died,  Angnst  8, 1872. 

W.  H.  Carkeet 1870  to  1878. 

John  M.Cain 1878  to  1874,  1885  to  1886. 

H.   E.  O'Reilly 1874  to  1875. 

E.   F.  Kemp 1875  to  1876. 

Jacob  Peebles 1876  to  1878,  1880  to  1886. 

D.  D.  L.  Quinn 1878  to  1878,  1887. 

James  N.Taylor 1880  to  1882. 

John  George 1882  to  1883— Died,  September  28, 1886. 

Wm.   Mnrray 1883  to  1884,  1888. 

John  Killingsworth 1884  to  1885. 
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Mississippi  Gommandebt,  No,  1 — ^return  of 80 
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— report  of  committee  on 26 
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— commissioned  as  G.  Bep.  Grand  Gommandery,  N.  G -  26 
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PuoH,  John — memorial  to 28,  86 

Repobts  of — 
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Grand  Becorder 25 

Committee  on  Templar  Law 27 
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Gommittee  on  Finance 27 

Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 27 
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Committee  on  Grand  Bepresentatives 28 

Repbesentatiybs — in  attendance 8-4 

— commissioned  during  term 26 

— to  be  commissioned  for  three  years 28 

— to  and  from  other  Jurisdictions 84-85 

BiOHABDS,  Wm  — Elected  Grand  Senior  Warden 27 

RiTUAXi — of  Grand  Encampment,  discussed 8-24 

— action  of  Grand  Gommandery  relating  to,  approved 27 

— defects  of 72-74 

BoBEBTS,  Sib  Danibi.  Cbane — commissioned  Grand  Bepresentative. . .  26 

BosALiB  Gommandebt,  No  5 — return  of SI 

Boss,  G.  G. — appointed  on  committees 25,  26 

— reports  by 27,  28 
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Savbbt,  p.  M. — present  as  Past  Grand  Commander ^ 

— appointed  on  Law  Committee 27 

— appointed  on  Grand  Reprentative  Committee 26 

—reports  by 26,  27-2» 

BmoNs,  John  W. — death  of  announced 24 

Spxbd,  Fbbdbbio — address  of  as  Grand  Commander 4-24 

— re-eleoted  Grand  Commander 27 

— expression  of  thanks  to 27 

Stabling,  Wm. — o:>mmissioned  Grand  Representative  to  Tennessee..  26 

Statistiob — of  Templars  in  the  world 47,  58 

St.  Cbt  Commandxbt,  No.  6 — returns  from 81-82 

Tbmplab  Law — committee  on 25-27 

— report  of  committee  on 27 

Tbioe,  B,  S.— memorial  to 28,  86 

Vauohan,  B.  a. — present  as  Past  Grand  Commander 8 

—appointed  on  Committee  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 25 

— report  by 27 

Wbbstbb,  John  G. — Grand  Prelate  Grand  Encampment,  death  of  an- 
nounced    24 

Winona  Coicmandbbt,  No  7 — delinquent  for  three  years 32 

Wood,  Andbbw — memorial  to 28,  86 
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Sir  C.  Lr.K  Lincoln 

*SiR  M.  Xkivhski 

Sir.  C.  W.  Bolton 


•i>li()ul(l  appear  In  list  of  (iraiid 

S  T  A  N  I ) 


Vick.'^^>2irg (jiand  Commander. 

/  'hh/>2iix Deputy  G  rand  Com  man  d  er. 

("c V// fn/>us Grand  G e n e ra I i .ssi mo, 

O/y^oli'jin Grand  CajJtain  General. 

Poff   (iihson (irand  Prelate. 

Satartia Grand  Senior  Warden. 

W'aU'f  Vallcv Gnoid  junior  Warden. 

Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

liiikson (jrand  K ecorder. 

Xii.rhrz Grand  Standard  TJcarer. 

Cuiunihus Grand  Sword  Hearer. 

,NiiitJu'z (irand  Warder. 

]\>}itotoc Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 

Otlieers  on  page  27. 
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THE  THIRTY-FIRST  ANNUAJL  GRAND  CONCLAVE 
will  be  held  in  the  City  oj  Okolonaj  on  the  second  Tuesday 

in  February ^  1891*  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a  m.  fivi 


GRAND  COMMANDERY. 


THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


HE  Grand  Commandbry  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi  conTeaed  ia 
its  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Masonic  Hall»  in  the  city  of  Green* 
ville,  on  Tuesday,  the  nth  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1890,  A.  O.  773,  at 

r)^'    12  o'clock  M. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following-  Grand  Officers  answered  to  their  names : 

GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT. 

R. •.  £.' .  Frederic  Speed Grand  Commander. 

v.*.  E.«.  J.  J.  Hays , Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.*.  J.  E.  Leigh Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.*.  W.  A.  Bodenhamer Grand  Captain-General. 

Rev.  Jno.  A.  B,  Jones Grand  Prelate. 

R.'.  E.'.  P.  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  c Grand  Senior  Warden,  p.  t. 

E.  ■.  Robert  B.  Brannin Grand  Junior  Warden,  p.  t. 

E.'.  Gus.  J.  Bahin Grand  Treasurer,  p.  t. 

E.*.  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

E.'.  W.  R.  Trigg Grand  Standard  Bearer,  p.  t. 

E.*.  J.  H.  Gunning Grand  Sword  Bearer,  p.  t. 

E.*.  King  Dorwart Grand  Warder,  p.  t. 

E.*.  C.  W.  Bolton Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Absent — Sir  Wm.  Richards,  Grand  Senior  Warden,  deceased;  Sir  S.  B. 
Brown,  Grand  Junior  Warden ;  Sir  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Treasurer ;  Sir 
J.  C.  French,  Grand  Standard  Bearer;  Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln,  Grand  Sword  Bearer; 
Sir  M.  Neihysel,  Grand  Warder. 

Also  present,  Past  Grand  Commanders,  E.  G.  DeLap  and  Wm.G.  Paxton,  and 
a  number  of  visiting  Knights  from  Delta  and  other  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  duly  opened  ;  and  the  Grand  Recorder  having 
announced  a  quorum  present,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  declared  ready  for  busi- 
ness. 

The  R.'.  £.*.Grand  Commander  appointed  as  the  Committee  on  Credentials; 
Sirs  J.  C.  French,  H.  W.  Hunter,  J.  H.  Gunning. 

The  R.'.  E  '.  Grand  Commander  then  proceeded  to  read  his  address,  as  follows  : 
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ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Sir  Knights,  I  greet  you  : 

Although  this  is  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
those  for  the  years  1862,  1863,  1864  and  1865,  not  having  been  held,  it  is  the 
thirty- third  year  of  its  existence.  In  the  third  of  a  century  which  has  passed 
since  its  organization  was  effected,  death  has  claimed  all  but  two  of  those  who 
were  known  to  have  been  present,  the  venerable  Sir  Knight  Thomas  Palmer, 
who  presided,  and  the  Reverend  Sir  William  W.  Lord,  D.  D.,  who  was  the 
first  Grand  Prelate.  The  former  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Canon  City,  Colo- 
rado, and  the  latter  of  Cooperstown,  New  York.  Both  of  them  were  afterwards 
Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  and  have  been  in  continuous  affiliation,  the  former 
as  a  member  of  Mississippi  and  the  latter  of  Magnolia  Commandery.  I  suggest 
as  a  mark  of  respect  to  them,  and  in  commemoration  of  this,  our  Thirty-Third 
Anniversary,  that  you  create  them  Honorary  Grand  Commanders,  and  that  their 
names  be  hereafter  borne  upon  the  roll  of  Past  Grand  Commanders. 
.  The  representatives  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i,  Magnolia  No.  2,  and 
Lexington  No.  3,  which  composed  the  Convention  at  Vicksburg  on  the  21st  day 
of  January,  1857,  were  men  of  distinguished  ability,  and  either  held  then,  or  after- 
wards, attained  to  the  most  exalted  rank  in  the  Craft.  Brothers  Stevens  and  Tap- 
pan  were  Grand  Masters,  Brothers  Lord  and  Palmer  were  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
and  no  less  than  eleven  of  those  known  to  have  been  present  were  afterwards 
either  Grand  or  Deputy  Grand  Commanders.  Two  Commanderies  were  organ- 
ized during  the  year.  Holly  Springs  and  Rosalie,  whose  Commanders  were  Harvey 
W.  Walter  and  Giles  M.  Hillyer,  respectively,  both  of  them  Past  Grand  Masters, 
and  afterwards  Grand  Commanders. 

Among  those  present  and  assisting  at  the  formation  of  Rosalie  was  our  beloved 
frater.  A..  T.  C.  Pierson,  of  St.  Paul,  whose  mortal  has  so  recently  put  on  immor- 
tality. It  is  well  that  there  should  be  placed  mile-stones  al^ng  every  road  to 
cause  men  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  the  steps  already  trod  and  meditate  upon 
those  to  be  trodden.  Organizations,  as  well  as  individuals,  need  to  be  reminded 
that, they  are  mortal  and  subject  to  vicissitudes.  A  third  of  a  century  ago,  those 
who  formed  the  Grand  Commandery,  little  thought  that  its  present  anniversary 
conclave  would  be  held  in  this  beautiful  city  of  magic  growth  and  development, 
which  then  had  no  existence.  If  any  wizard  had  ventured  to  have  foretold  the 
four  long  cruel  years  when  the  '*  land  should  reek  with  the  blood  of  the  brave, 
and  the  blackness  of  ashes  "  mark  where  there  had  stood  peaceful  and  plentiful 
homes,  they  would  have  bid  him,  **  Go,  preach  to  the  coward,  thou  death-telling 
Seer.''  If  any  had  said  that  Mississippi  Masonry  a  third  of  a  century  hence 
would  have  barely  held  its  ground,  they  would  have  scouted  the  idea,  and  yet, 
war  came  with  all  its  long  train  uf  evils,  and  to-day  we  are  lamenting  the  fact 
that  the  membership  of  our  fourteen  Commanderies  scarcely  exceeds  the  203  em- 
braced in  the  five  Commanderies  which  reported  at  the  First  Conclave,  and  that 
the  membership  of  all  of  our  Lodges  exceeds  by  only  X13  the  number  of  names 
on  the  rolls  in  1857.  These  are  startling  figures  and  may  well  cause  us  to  pause 
and  inquire  what  they  mean.  Is  it  true  that  the  land  of  the  magnolia  and  cotton 
bloom  is  not  congenial  to  Masonry  ?  Are  there  adverse  influences  prevailing 
which,  like  a  blighting  frost,  will  nip  the  shoot,  and  destroy  the  plant,  root  and 
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branch  ?  I  do  not  believe  either  proposition,  and  although  I  attribute  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  a  gradual  falling  off  in  all  branches  of  the  Masonic  institution 
with  us,  and  generally  throughout  the  Southern  States,  for  twenty  years,  to  the 
direct  results  of  the  war,  I  want  to  put  it  emphatically  upon  the  record  that 
Masonry  proved  itself  stronger  in  war  than  in  peace.  When  nothing  else  was 
powerful  enough  to  stay  the  red  hand  of  blood  and  fire  and  pillage,  the  still  small 
voice  of  Masonry  calmed  the  passions  and  stayed  the^iron  mailed  hand  of  ven- 
geance. Men  had  not  yet  time  to  lay  aside  their  uniforms  before  the  Blue  and  the 
Gray  b^an  to  gather  around  Masonic  altars.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  we  owe 
the  stagnation  in  Masonry  to  the  direct  results  of  war.  There  are  three  primary 
causes  which  have  been  at  work :  ist.  During  the  war  it  was  thought  that  every 
man  who  was  good  enough  to  fight  for  his  country,  was  good  enough  to  be  a 
Mason,  and  the  doors  were  thrown  open  to  thousands  who,  but  for  their  uniforms, 
would  never  have  seen  the  inside  of  a  Masonic  Lodge.  This  great  influx  broke 
the  charm  with  many,  for  Masonry  i^  most  attractive  when  her  votaries  are  fewest. 
It  was  not  intended  for  the  crowd  and  it  is  a  fact  that  a  man  has  to  be  bom  a 
Mason,  for  he  cannot  be  made  into  one  by  any  human  ingenuity ;  you  may  preach 
to  him,  obligate  and  tie  him  up  with  all  sorts  of  solemn  promises  and  vows  of 
fidelity,  if  the  Masonic  principle  is  not  there,  it  cannot  be  forced  into  the  man  ; 
he  will  prove  a  traitor  in  the  end.  Good  men  are  debarred  from  seeking  admis- 
sion into  the  society  of  those  who  are  not  congenial  to  them  by  a  law  as  inflexi- 
ble as  any  of  the  powers  of  nature.  If  you  initiate  men  who  have  no  proper 
realization  of  what  the  Masonic  tie  means,  you  merely  shut  the  door  in  the  faces 
of  those  who  do.  Like  oil  and  water,  they  will  not  mix.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact 
that,  during,  and  for  several  years  following  the  war,  every  man  who  knocked  at 
our  doors  was  admitted.  The  old  members  remained  at  home  and  the  new  ones 
had  no  higher  conception  of  Masonry,  than  they  themselves — for  them  there  was 
no  higher  standard  by  which  to  gauge  it.  When  the  novelty  wore  off  **  the  per- 
formance grew  tame,''  and  they  wearied  with  the  vain  repetition  of  moral  senti- 
ments which  found  no  lodgment  in  their  own  hearts,  and  which  did  not  affect,  or 
at  least  have  any  controlling  influence  upon  their  daily  lives  and  conduct:  to  save 
the  annual  dues  they  then  dimitted  or  allowed  themselves  to  be  suspended. 
Many  Lodges  could  no  longer  gather  a  quorum,  and  charter  after  charter  was 
forfeited  or  surrendered.  In  other  Lodges  there  remained  a  faithful  few  who 
struggled  on,  hoping  for  a  better  day,  and  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  our  present 
improved  condition  and  promising  outlook. 

Second. — About  the  time  when  the  evil  effects  of  too  much  Mason-making  had 
begun  to  dissipate,  came  the  day  of  cheap  Secret  Societies,  where  there  was  much 
ritualistic  attraction  to  be  found,  and  but  little  moral  restraint,  added  to  a  cheap 
form  of  life  insurance.  Much  good  wheat  went  into  this  hopper  along  with 
some  chaff.  It  was  "  cheaper  than  joining  the  Masons,"  and  that  was  a  consid- 
eration in  the  hard  times  then  prevailing.  The  result  was  that  no  candidates 
knocked  at  the  front  door,  and  we,  who  live  upon  the  parlor  floor  of  Masonry, 
secured  no  callers ;  our  apartments  upon  the  top  floor  were  empty,  cobwebs  accu- 
mulated and  the  moths  literally  fretted  our  gaudy  garments  until  they  were  quite 
effectually  disposed  of.  A  third  cause  for  this  deterioration  of  Masonry  was  the 
migratory  spirit,  which  came  over  our  people  during  the  era  of  the  reconstruction 
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of  political   government.    Men,  discouraged  by  the    failure  of   the   earth  to 
yield  her  increase,  fretted  and  annoyed  by  an  anomalous  state  of  public  affairs, 
when  the  former  servant  rode  upon  the  master's  back,  goaded  to  desperation  by 
heavy  and  constantly  increasing  taxation  which  threatened  soon  to  become  con- 
fiscation,  fled    the    country   as  from  the    wrath   to    come;  and   even   if  they 
remained,  the  all-absorbing  bread  and  butter  question  left  no  time  for  Masonry. 
The  grasshopper  (dues)  had  become  a  burden,  and,  with  country,  they  aban- 
doned Lodges,    Chapters  and  Commanderies,  suffering  themselves  to  be   sus- 
pended, because  they  were  too  proud  to  ask  a  remission  of  dues.     At  the  same 
time  another  influence  was  at  work,  which  had  temporarily  an  adverse  effect. 
The  era  of  railroad  building  began,  and  with  it  new  towns  sprang  up  to  which 
the  brethren  moved  ;  and  in  their  haste,  they  forgot  to  pack  up  their  Lodge  and 
take  it  along,  and  so  it  perished  of  inanition — for  it  could  not  exist  on  the  majes- 
tic splendor  of  by-gone  days  in  the  solitude  to  which  it  was  doomed.     Although 
it  is  now  twenty  five  years  since  the  Southern  soldier  returned  from  a  four  years' 
absence  upon  the  battle-fields  to  find  no  roof-tree  and  no  hearthstone,  with  with 
no  resources  but  his  own  strong  arms,  brawny  brain  and  brave  heart,  the  effects  of 
the  general  poverty  and  financial  distress  have  been  so  far-reaching  that  it  is  only 
within  a  few  years  past  that  men  ceased  attributing  all  the  ills,  to  which  flesh  is 
heir  to  the  war.     Happily  we  have  entered  upon  a  new  era,  and  peace,  plenty 
and  prosperity  prevail  throughout  the  land,  and  with  it  has  come  what  may  not 
inappropriately  be  styled  a  Masonic  revival.     In  many  places  the  Lodges  and 
Chapters  have  more  work  than  can  comfortably  be  done,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  during  the  ensuing  year  a  visible  result  will  be  seen  in  our  Commanderies. 
Magnolia  has  something  like  a  dozen  petitions  on  hand,  and  two  Orders  have 
been  conferred  on  this  year's  account.    There  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  are  enter- 
ing upon  a  career  of  Masonic  as  well  as  general  prosperity,  and  that  ere  long 
there  will  be  more  than  enough  work  for  all  of  our  Bodies  to  do.     It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  outer  door  will  be  more  strictly  guarded  and  the  errors  of  the 
past  will  not  be  repeated  by  the  admission  of  moral  hunchbacks  who  flock  to  us 
when  the  tide  flows  in  our  direction,  but  who  are  not  to  be  found  when  it  sets 
against  ^us.    There  is  a  golden  motto  which  ought  to  be  burned  into  the  very 
threshold  of  every  Masonic  Lodge — it  is,  **  Make  haste  slowly."    There  is  no 
sense  in  rushing  through  the  degrees  a  man  who  has  taken   ten,  fifteen   or 
twenty  years  in  making  up  his  mind  that  he  wants  to  be  a  Mason ;  and  instead  of 
removing  impediments  in  the  way  of  rushing  men  through,  I  wish  that  it  were 
in  my  power  to  increase  them  almost  indefinitely.     Brethren,  let  us  make  but  a 
few  Masons,  but  let  those  be  of  the  kind  that  will  wash  and  hold  their  color 
when  tried  in  the  wash  tub  of  adversity—  that  will  stick  to  a  brother  in  evil,  as  in 
good  report — that  know  what  it  means  to  be  a  brother  when  it  costs  something 
to  be  a  brother  indeed. 

The  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  from  an  exterior  point  of 
view,  was  an  unqualified  success.  As  the  long  line  came  gleaming  on  down 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  the  ** nodding"  of  thousands  of  plumes,  like  snow  driven 
before  the  wind,  the  glittering  of  myriads  of  swords,  reflecting  the  bright  rays  of 
a  perfect  October  'day's  sun,  the  waving  of  banners  and  clash  of  four  score 
and  more  of  bands,  was  as  grand  a  spectacular  performance  as  the  world  eve** 
saw.    The  unstinted  hospitality  and  perfect  arrangements  of  the  Washington 
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Knights,  combined  with  the  determination  of  their  guests  to  have  a  good  time, 
made  it  a  social  success,  unmarred  by  an  accident  or  unpleasant  occurrence.    From 
an  interior  point  of  view,  I  cannot  truthfully  say  that  I  look  back  upon  it  with 
unalloyed  pleasure.     Of  course,  there  were  old  Iriends  and  new  ones  in  abundance, 
whom  it  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  and  greet ;  but  the  proceedings,  aside  from  the  rit- 
ual controversy,  were  of  but  slight  importance.    In  the  Iowa  controversy,  we  met 
the  enemy  and  were  routed,  '*  horse,  foot  and  dragoons."     While  I  am  not  recon- 
ciled  to  the  result,  I  am  not  disposed  to  re-open  the  argument,  now  that  the  jury 
has  brought  in  its  verdict.     Lite  is  too  short,  and  bread  and  butter  too  dear,  to 
waste  time  in  attempting  to  convince  the  eleven  obstinate  fellows  on  that  jury 
who  were  against  me.     They  say  :  First,  the  ritual  was  legally  adopted  in  1886, 
Second,   that  it   was  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master  to  enforce  its  observance. 
Third — That  the  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa  exceeded  his  authority  in  recalling 
the  rituals.     Fourth — That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  obey  the 
mandate  of  the  Grand  Master.     Fifth — That  Iowa  is  censurable,   and  Sixth — 
That  Iowa  had  already  been  sufficiently  punished  to  vindicate  the  authority  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  which  summarized   means,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  is  of  no  binding  force  upon  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  that 
the  Grand  Master  is  above  all  law,  an  irresponsible  despot,  who  rules  according 
to  '*his  own  sweet  will,"  unrestrained  and  unrestrainable,  of  which  we  will  hear 
more  anon  *' when  some  other  fellow's  bull  is  gored."    One  incident  I  desire  to 
refer  to  in  justice  to  myself  and  Sir  Carson,  ol  Ohio.     You  will  recollect  that 
there  is  a  material  discrepancy  between  the  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, adopting  the  rituals  at  St.  Louis,  and  the  copy  of  said  resolutions,  as  printed 
in  the  rituals  themselves,  and  that  I  charged  Sir  Knight  Carson  with  having 
forged  the  record  in  furtherance  of  a  purpose  to  foist  the  rituals  upon  the  Order. 
Sir  Carson  asked  for  a  committee  of  investigation,  and  at  his  request  I  went  before 
it,  when  he  exhibited  the  original  rough  copy  of  his  report  made  at  St.  Louis, 
and  explained  that  in  preparing  the  ritual  for  publication  he  followed  his  copy, 
trusting  to  his  memory  to  supply  some  minor  differences,  and  that  there  was  no 
doubt  in  his  mind  at  that  time,  that  the  copy  printed  in  the  ritual  was  identical 
with  that  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment.     I  believe  that  he  told  the  truth* 
and  as  soon  as  I  could  conveniently  do  so,  made  a  statement  to  that  effect,  in  the 
Grand  Encampment,  fully  acquitting  him  of  the  serious  charge  I  brought  against 
him.     There  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  resolutions  in  the  record  and  as  printed 
%  the  ritual,  and  with  the  light  then  before  me,  I  was  justified  in  making  the 
charge  but  I  can  very  readily  see  how  Sir  Carson  fell  into  the  error  he  did.     It 
was  a  natural  mistake,  just  such  as  I  mighf  have  made  myself  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  I  take  pleasure  in  recalling  the  ugly  words  I  uttered  regarding  Sir 
Carson  in  my  address  last  year ;  indeed  I  am  not  sure  but  that  I  ought  to  say,  all 
I  have  ever  said  regarding  him  here  or  elsewhere,  for  if  it  be  true  that  a  **  fellow 
feeling  makes  one  wondrous  kind,"  there  ought  to  be  a  good  deal  of  "fellow  feeU 
ing"  between  us  it  there  is  any  merit  in  the  good  sound  drubbing  each  of  us  re- 
ceived at  Washington. 

Our  good  friends  and  neighbors  of  Louisiana  are  entitled  to  more  thanks  than 
words  can  convey,  for  the  very  kind  way  in  which  they  bore  the  disappointment, 
inconvenience  and  discomfort,  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  a  certain  boarding  - 
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home  keeper  in  Washington  to  cat ry  out  the  obligations  of  a  written  contract  we 
had  made  with  her  for  quarters  and  board. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  Sir  John  Armstrong  for  services  rendered  in  securing 
quarters,  and  in  other  ways  contributing  to  our  comfort  and  pleasure  while  in 
Washington. 

A  proposal  will  be  brought  to  your  attention  for  the  governing  Masonic 
bodies  in  this  State,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Masonic  Home  in  which  to  shelter 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons.  It  needs  no  argument  to  convince  any 
Mason  who  is  not  dead  to  all  his  obligations,  that  Masonry  has  some  higher  and 
nobler  mission  than  the  mere  conferring  of  degrees ;  that  the  work  of  the  Lodge 
has  a  greater  scope  than  the  repetition  of  ceremonies,  be  they  ever  so  venerable 
with  age  or  beautiful  in  sentiment ;  that  the  record  of  a  Lodge  which  does  not 
tell  us  of  some  good  deeds  performed,  some  acts  of  charity  done  for  charity*s 
sake,  is  but  a  momento  of  wasted  hours,  of  vain  pretensions,  of  solemn  promises 
broken,  of  duties  neglected.  That  it  is  entirely  practical  for  the  Masonic  bodies 
in  this  State  to  support  an  institution  of  the  character  proposed,  I  doubt  not. 
Having  devoted  some  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  I  trust  that  you 
will  pardon  here  the  repetition  of  the  conclusion  of  a  report,  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  thirteen  years  ago.  I  then  said,  speaking  for 
the  Committee : 

We  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves,  or  from  you.  brethren,  the  magnitude  of  this 
undertaking.  Before  the  endowment  fund  is  fully  raised,  many  of  us  will  have 
taken  the  last  sublime  degree  and  solved  the  great  mystery  of  death ;  but  the 
legacy  will  remain  for  those  who  shall  come  after  us,  and,  may-hap,  our  children 
will  find  shelter  beneath  the  roof  of  the  house  whose  foundations  we  are  now  lay- 
ing. It  is  seldom  that  we  reap  the  fruit  of  our  labors  in  this  world  ;  but  there 
are  things  which  can  survive  our  funerals.  Our  works,  our  influences  and  the 
effects  of  our  good  deeds,  which  are  more  to  the  world  that  survives  than  we 
ourselves  are,  do  not  pass  away  ;  these  continue  and  live.  Even  the  Temple  of 
Solomon,  the  great  type  and  symbol  of  Masonry,  would  not  have  existed  at  all 
but  for  the  provision  made  by  David,  who  was  not  destined  to  even  behold  the 
foundations  thereof,  much  less  to  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fill  the  house.  It 
was  left  for  his  son,  Solomon,  to  carry  forward  to  completion  the  great  concep- 
tion of  his  father.  But  is  not  David's  name  as  inseparably  connected  with  the 
first  temple  as  that  of  our  Ancient  Grand  Master?  Will  not  our  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  be  a  sufficient  reward,  as  from  year  to  year,  we  see  the  fund  accu- 
mulate, and  know  that  we  are  laying  up  a  store  against  the  day  of  adversity  for 
our  children  and  our  children's  children  ?  Be  assured  that  the  angels  will  not 
fail  to  write  down  to  our  credit  in  the  great  Book  of  Life,  the  vote  by  which 
this  work  shall  be  inaugurated.  It  is  possible  that  the  work  will  be  retarded, 
and,  at  times,  the  hearts  of  those  who* shall  have  charge  of  it  will  be  heavy  with 
disappointment  and  sorrow.  It  may  even  be  that  we  will  be  reproached  for 
placing  so  heavy  a  burden  upon  their  shoulders,  for  it  must  not  be  imagined 
that  this  great  undertaking  can  be  carried  forward  to  fruition  without  its  seasons 
of  adversity.  And  it  may  even  happen  that  before  others  shall  take  our  places, 
we  will  weary  with  the  work  and  faint  by  the  wayside,  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  path  has  already  been  trodden  by  brethren  who  have  turned  their 
faces  backward  in  the  day  of  battle.  More  enterprises  of  this  character  have 
failed,  miserably  failed,  than  have  succeeded.  So  far  as  we  know  there  are  but 
two  Masonic  Homes  in  successful  operation  in  all  this  broad  land  of  ours,  with 
its  more  than  half  million  of  Masons.  We  may,  from  some  unseen  defect,  fail, 
as  others  have  done  before  us.  We  know  of  no  reason  why  we  may  not  succeed, 
for  other  societies,  with  less  pretensions  and  less  ability  than  our  own,  have  done 
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so.  Everywhere  throughout  Christendom  stand  noble  monuments  of  disinter- 
ested zeal  and  true  philanthropy,  which  owe  their  origin  to  comparatively  small 
bands  of  charitably  disposed  persons,  associated  with  the  sole  object  of  doing  good 
to  their  fellow  men.  The  Church  of  Rome,  with  its  hundreds  of  orphanages, 
built  with  the  offerings  of  a  people  who  themselves,  in  many  instances,  are  objects 
of  charity,  demonstrates  what  a  little  self-sacrifice  upon  the  part  of  great  numbers 
can  accomplish.  Every  religious  denomination  has  successfully  preceded  us  in 
the  same  field  of  labor,  until  the  number  of  charitable  institutions,  maintained 
by  voluntary  offerings,  are  numbered  by  thousands.  For  years,  a  few  kind- 
hearted  and  charitably  disposed  ladies  have,  almost  single-handed  and  alone, 
carried  on  a  noble  work  at  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  in  Natchez.  If  the 
twelve  thousand  Masons  in  Mississippi  do  not  succeed  in  this  undertaking,  it 
will  demonstrate  what  we  would  be  very  loath  to  admit — that  there  is  some  rad- 
ical defect  in  the  Masonic  Institution  itself,  suggestive  of  tinkling  cymbals  and 
sounding  brass.  Surely  it  cannot  be  true,  that  with  all  its  high-sounding  pre- 
tensions, the  charitable  features  of  Masonry  are  confined  to  an  occasional  doling 
out  of  a  few  paltry  dollars,  to  relieve  the  immediate  necessities  of  casual  appli- 
cants If  such  is  the  fact,  the  sooner  it  is  demonstrated  the  better.  It  will  have 
lived  its  day,  outlived  its  usefulness,  and  must  give  place,  at  no  distant  period, 
to  something  capable  of  greater  things  than  the  conferring  of  degrees,  whose 
teachings  are  mere  theories  to  be  preached — not  practiced. 

Brethren,  the  responsibility  is  with  you,  and  it  is  for  you  to  decide.  We  have 
endeavored  to  present  the  subject,  not  alone  from  the  standpoint  which  our 
inclinations  prompt  us  to  view  it,  but  also  from  a  foreboding  and  disheartening 
aspect. 

September  17,  1889,  I  transmitted  to  Sir  L.  R.  Turner,  Eminent  Commander 
of  Grenada  Commandery,  a  request  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  15,  of  Mem- 
phis, for  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  a  Companion  residing  at  Oxford.  Emi- 
nent Sir  Turner  had  previously  written  me  that  it  had  been  impossible  to  have 
a  Conclave  of  his  Commandery,  owing  to  the  small  membership  and  the  fact  that 
but  few  members  reside  at  Grenada.  The  Commandery  tendered  a  surrender  of 
its  charter  at  our  last  Conclave,  and  Sir  Turner  writes  that  **  there  is  no  remedy 
but  to  surrender  it."  It  has  not  been  our  policy  to  declare  charters  forfeited  so 
long  as  there  was  even  a  remote  possibility  of  a  resumption  of  duty.  Under  our 
regulations  no  harm  could  come  from  this  policy,  for  Companions  being  at  liberty 
to  apply  to  any  Commandery  in  the  State  for  the  Orders,  were  not  embarrassed  or 
delayed  by  the  failure  of  the  one  nearest  to  their  residence  to  meet,  but  we  here 
have  presented  a  contingency  which  has  not  heretofore  arisen.  When  a  Com- 
panion desires  to  go  outside  of  the  State  for  the  Orders,  as  in  the  instance  under 
consideration,  the  fact  that  the  Commandery  nearest  which  he  resides  is  dormant, 
acts  as  a  perpetual  barrier  to  his  ambition.  It  is  true  that  the  Companion  in 
whose  behalf  application  is  made,  could  go  to  Holly  Springs  for  the  Orders  and 
thereby  assist  that  body  in  regaining  its  former  prestige;  but  as  long  as  Grenada 
Commandery  has  the  name  to  exist,  he  cannot  elsewhere  receive  permission  to  go 
outside  of  the  State  for  the  Orders.  Whether  you  will  think  it  expedient  to 
declare  the  charter  of  Grenada  Commandery  forfeited,  as  you  legally  may  do,  in 
order  that  a  door  may  be  opened  for  this  Companion  to  go  abroad  for  the  Orders, 
or  will  patiently  await  the  time  when  the  *'  Masonic  Revival,"  now  progressing 
in  this  State,  shall  reach  Grenada,  and  thereby  enable  that  body  to  resume  labor, 
is  for  you  to  say.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  our  policy  in  the  past  has  been 
right,  and  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  lest  a  Companion  or  two,  who  may  not  be 
satisfied  with  one  of  the  Commandries  in  this  State,  be  inconvenienced. 
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On  the  30th  day  of  May  last,  Ascension  Day,  I  visited  this  beautiful  city  of 
wonderful  growth  and  enterpiise,  and  after  attending  divine  service  at  St.  James 
church,  accompanied  by  about  twenty  Sir  Knights  in  full  uniform,  where  we  were 
led  in  our  devotions  by  the  Reverend  Sir  William  Cross,  and  heard  a  sermon  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion  by  the  Right  Reverend  Sir  Hugh  Miller  Thompson, 
Bishop  of  Mississippi,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  constituting  Delta  Commandery  No. 
16,  installing  its  officers  and  conferring  the  Order  of  Knight  Templar  upon  two 
Red  Cross  Knights. 

I  have  reieived  from  the  Grand  Chancellor  of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of 
Victoria,  copies  of  its  printed  proceedings,  and  a  circular  letter  officially  advising 
this  Grand  Commandery  of  its  organization  and  asking  for  official  and  fraternal 
recognition  and  exchange  of  Representatives,  but  as  this  is  not  a  Sovereign  gov- 
erning body,  being  merely  a  subordinate  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar  in  the  United  States,  I  was  unable  to  grant  its  request  and  forced  to  con- 
tent myself  with  an  expression  of  our  fraternal  good-will  and  best  wishes  for  the 
success  and  prosperity  of  our  Australian  Iraters. 

The  commissions  of  all  our  Representatives  to  the  other  Grand  Commanderies 
of  the  United  States  having  expired  by  limitation  I  requested  the  several  Grai  d 
Commanderies  to  make  nominations  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  created,  and  have 
duly  commissioned  all  the  fraters  whose  nominations  I  have  received,  a  list  of 
which  will  be  presented  by  the  Eminent  Grand  Recorder.  I  also  nominated  10 
the  several  Grand  Commanders,  such  fraters  as  I  deemed  entitled  to  the  honor,  by 
reason  of  their  services  to  the  Order,  to  fill  all  vacancies  created  by  death,  removal 
or  expiration  of  commission,  as  Representatives  to  this  Grand  Commandery,  and 
I  recommend  that  an  hour  be  appointed  for  their  reception.  The  Grand  Recorder 
will  also  report  this  list. 

During  the  year  I  have  issued  a  few  unimportant  dispensations  upon  subjects 
covered  by  the  Statutes  and  which  were  clearly  within  the  power  of  the  Grard 
Commander.  I  do  not  deem  it  worth  while  to  consume  your  time  in  reporting 
them. 

"Over  the  river  they  beckon  to  me, 

Loved  ones  who've  crossed  to  the  further  side. 
The  gleam  of  their  snowy  re  bes  I  see, 

but  their  voices  are  lost  in  the  dashing  tide. 
We  hear  the  dip  of  the  golden  oars. 

And  catch  a  gleam  of  the  snowy  s^il ; 
And  lo !  they  have  passed  from  our  yearning  hearts. 

They  cross  the  stream  and  are  gone  for  aye, 
We  may  not  sunder  the  veil  apart 

That  hides  from  our  vision  the  gates  of  day. 
We  only  know  that  their  barks  no  more 

May  sail  with  us  o'er  life's  stormy  sea ; 
Yet  somewhere,  I  know,  on  the  unseen  shore, 

They  watch,  and  beckon,  and  wait  for  me." 

Thus  sang  Nancy  Ptiest,  a  never-ending  yet  always  new  refrain.     It  comes  to 
us  every  day,  upon  every  breeze  that  floats  from  over  the  river  where  the  "  boat- 
man pale"  has  carried  another,  and  yet   another,  dear  friend.     Life  is  a  constant 
gain  and  never  ceasing  loss ;  is  addition  and  substraction  from  beginning  to  end 
We  make  new  friends  only  to  lose  the  old  ones  of  whom  death  robs  us.     On  the 
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i8th  day  of  jQiy»  I  made  the  following  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  Right 
Eminent  Sir  William  S.  Patton : 

Headquarters  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,   l 

ViCKSBURGy.July  1 8,  1889.     / 

When  a  few  months  since  the  Grand  Commandery  held  its  conclave  at  Meridian, 
the  entrance  to  the  Asylum  was  faithfully  guarded  by  a  Sir  Knight  whose  rank 
entitled  him  to  a  seat  in  the  East  of  all  the  bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
but  with  the  self-abnegation  which  was  characteristic  ol  the  man,  he  volunteered 
to  perform  the  duty  of  one  who  was  absent,  and  thereby  set  us  an  example  of 
humility  and  zeal  which,  now  that  he  has  passed  through  the  entrance  into  the 
Ghind  Asylum  above,  we  may  well  remember  and  practice. 

For  more  than  seventy-six  years  General  William  S.  Patton  had  led  an 
honorable  and  useful  lile.  Twice  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  twice  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  twice  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master,  he  was  al&o  a  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Templars,  and  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
A  General  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  once  a  candidate  for  Governor  oc  his 
State,  he  had  performed  life's  duties  well,  and  when  at  six  o'clock  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  of  July,  1889,  he  sheathed  his  sword  and  lay  down  to  rest,  his  friends, 
his  State  and  his  Order  suffered  an  irreparable  los*. 

We  grieve  for  the  companionship  of  those  who  have  companioned  with  us 
during  Ufe's  pilgrimage,  but  it  is  neither  natural,  nor  right,  that  we  should  mourn, 
as  those  who  are  without  hope,  the  departure  of  our  friends  who  having  com- 
pleted their  full  term  of  penance,  whose  mortal  having  put  on  immortality,  have 
entered  into  the  joy  of  their  reward ;  rather  let  us  give  hearty  thanks  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  good  examples  of  all  those  who  having  completed  their 
course  in  faith  do  now  rest  from  their  labors.  We,  who  remain  yet  for  a  little 
time,  are  the  objects  of  solicitude ;  for  them  all  doubts  and  trials  are  at  an  end, 
while  for  us  the  battle  still  rages,  and  sorrow  and  disappointments  axe  yet  to  be 
endured.  That  we  may  profit  by  the  good  example  whicn  our  friend  and  brother 
set  us,  let  us  meditate  upon  his  virtues  and  many  excellencies  of  character,  and 
that  we  may  show  our  respect  and  affection  for  him  let  the  banner  of  your  Com- 
mandery be  draped  with  black  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  and  this  order  be  read 
at  the  head  of  the  lines. 

The  station  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  is  vacant.  While  in  the  Lodge  room 
on  the  evening  of  the  I2th  of  December,  a  telegram  was  placed  in  my  hands  in- 
forming me  of  his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  had  been  my  guest,  and  we 
then  little  realized  that  the  final  separation  was  so  near.  Sir  Wiiliam  Richards 
was  bom  in  Dorset,  England,  February  25th,  1823,  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  in 
1843,  was  made  a  Mason  in  Prometheus,  now  Ozankee  Lodge,  No.  17,  at  Poit 
Washington  in  that  State  and  served  it  as  a  Deacon,  Warden  and  Master.  He 
came  to  Mississippi  with  the  Union  army  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  settled  near 
Satartia,  in  Yazoo  county,  where  he  affiliated  with  Satartia  Lodge,  No.  176,  Octo- 
ber 26th,  1 87 1,  and  served  it  as  its  Master  for  seven  years.  Exalted  in  Dent  H. 
Miles  Royal  Arch  Chapter  April  13,  1872,  he  was  its  High  Priest  fourteen  col- 
secutive  years.  He  was  knighted  in  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  May  23d, 
1874.  In  the  Grand  Lodge  he  was  a  Past  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Custodians  of  the  Work  and 
Senior  Grand  Deacon.  He  was  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  in  1882,  and  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  and  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  at  the  time  of  his  death.  As  a  ritualist.  Sir  Richards  had  few 
equals  and  no  superiors.  Jealous  of  the  honor  of  Masonry  he  was  always  alive  to 
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the  necessity  of  preserving  its  ceremonies  in  that  parity  and  integrity  which  he 
received  them,  believing,  that  as  water  cannot  rise  above  its  source,  Masons  can- 
not be  better  than  the  lessons  inculcated  by  the  ritual.  A  deeply  religious  man, 
he  was  never  a  zealot  or  bigot,  and  did  not  intrude  his  opinions  upon  others.  A 
true  man  himself,  he  did  not  seek  out  the  faults  of  others,  or  take  pleasure  in  dis- 
cussing their  short  comings.  A  firm  and  consistent  Iriend,  honest  to  the  core,  he 
was  to  be  depended  upon  in  any  emergency  and  was  an  example  of  the  best  type 
of  citizen,  churchman  and  Mason.  We  know  that  when  the  bright  summer 
morn  of  the  resurrection  appears,  and  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  shall  send 
forth  his  angels  to  collect  the  ransomed  dead,  by  the  benefit  of  the  pass,  a  pure 
and  blameless  life,  he  will  gain  a  ready  admission  into  the  Celestial  Lodge  above 
to  dwell  forever  amid  the  glorified  fraternity  of  saints  and  angels.  So  mote  it  be. 
Amen. 

In  other  jurisdictions  the  dead  strew  the  pathway  of  life.  Upon  the  mortuary 
record  there  has  been  inscribed  during  the  past  year  the  names  of  some  of  the 
brightest  and  best.  At  the  head'  of  the  list  we  place  the  name  of  our  old  per- 
sonal friend  of  many  years  standing.  Past  Grand  Commander  Azariah  T.  C.  Pier- 
son,  of  Minnesota,  who  was  first  amongst  his  equals  as  a  Masonic  author,  juris- 
prudent and  ritualist.  For  many  years  Grand  Secretary  of  all  the  Minnesota 
Grand  Bodies,  he  had  become  a  part  of  Minnesota  Masonry,  and  his  like  will 
never  again  be  seen  amongst  men  and  Masons  in  that  commonwealth.  I  saw 
much  of  him  at  Washington  in  October,  when  his  parting  words  were,  "Fare 
thee  well.  Speed,  and  if  forever,  still  forever  fare  thee  well."  Venerable  in  years, 
full  of  honors,  and  loved  by  many  dear  friends,  he  has  gone  where  there  are  no 
more  farewell  words  spoken  and  where  light  perpetual  shines.  God  grant  him 
eternal  rest. 

In  the  Empire  State  the  removal  by  death,  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  18S8, 
of  Past  Grand  Commander  Theodore  E.  Hazlehurst,  caused  a  numerous  retinue 
of  warm  friends,  who  knew  and  loved  him,  grevious  sorrow. 

Dakota,  the  youngest  in  the  sisterhood  of  States,  bows  her  head  over  a  new- 
made  grave  in  which  reposes  all  that  was  mortal  of  Past  Grand  Commander 
Samuel  Ray,  whose  mortal  put  on  immortality  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1889. 

John  M.  Clayton,  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  Arkansas,  fell  on  the  29th 
day  of  January,  1889,  the  victim  of  a  foul  and  cowardly  assassin. 

From  the  stem  and  rock-bound  coast,  consecrated  by  the  footsteps  of  the  pil- 
grim fathers  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  there  comes  a  wail  of  mourning  for  a 
favorite  son.  Past  Grand  Commander  William  H.  Kent,  who  died  on  the  7th  day 
of  February,  1889. 

The  grand  old  mother  of  States  laments  the  death  on  the  i8th  day  of  February 
last  of  Past  Grand  Commander  James  G.  Bain. 

June  8,  1889,  Frederic  Rehwinkle,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Ohio,  finished 
his  course  in  faith  and  rested  from  his  labors. 

The  Masonic  Arch  is  broken  in  the  Keytone  State  and  Pennsylvania  mourns 
for  one  of  her  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Geter  C.  Shidle,  who  on  the  nth  day 
of  June,  1889,  sheathed  his  sword. 

The  land  of  gold  mourns  for  the  companionship  of  Caknot  C.  Mason,  one  of 
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her  Past  Grand  Commanders,  who  passed  through  the  gate  of  death  and  entered 
the  golden  city  above  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1889. 

In  Connecticut  a  good  and  true  man  fell  before  the  shaft  of  the  grim  archer 
death,  when  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1889,  Past  Grand  Commander  David 
Clark  closed  a  long  and  pre-eminently  useful  life,  during  which  he  had  bestowed 
more  in  charity  than  would  have  served  to  make  another  rich  iA  this  world's 
goods. 

And  thus  we  all  float  out,  one  by  one,  with  the  ebb  of  the  tide  into  the  great 
unfathomable  sea,  with  the 

**  Sunset  and  evening  star, 

And  one  clear  call  for  me ! 
And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar, 

When  I  put  out  to  sea. 

But  such  a  tide  as  moving  seems  asleep. 

Too  full  for  sound  and  foam, 
When  that  which  drew  from  out  the  boundless  deep, 

Turns  again  home." 

And  now.  Sir  Knights,  as  the  hour  approaches  when  my  official  career  as  your 
Grand  Commander,  shall  terminate,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  give  expression  to 
the  hearty  sense  of  gratitude  which  I  feel  towards  you  one,  and  all,  for  the  long- 
continued  kindness  and  partiality  which  you  have  ever  displayed  towards  me. 
When  I  reflect  how  many  shortcomings  atid  failures. to  meet  your  just  expectations 
have  marked  my  Masonic  life,  I  am  impressed  with  the  fact  that  I  owe  more  to 
your  personal  regard  than  to  any  merit  of  my  own.  What  I  have  accomplished, 
has  been  the  result  of  an  ardent  desire  to  advance  and  promote  the  interests  of  a 
fraternity,  which  I  believe  to  have  been  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
Almighty  for  the  working  out  of  a  mighty  purpose.  In  His  inscrutable  wisdom, 
mankind  has  been  divided  into  sects  and  parties  intent  upon  the  accomplishment 
of  ends  peculiar  to  themselves,  but  outside  of  their  own  fold  there  has  been  but 
little  sought  to  be  done  for  the  amelioration  of  human  woe,  and  the  grand  idea 
of  the  brotherhood  of  man  has  been  subordinated  to  the  ends  of  selflshness.  Per- 
fection on  earth  has  never  yet  been  given  to  man,  and  no  mere  human  agency  has 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  all  that  it  has  aimed  to  do,  but  the  Masonic  Brother- 
hood, while  bound  together  by  a  no  stronger  cord  than  the  silken  tie  of  a  moral 
obligatioD,  has  proved  strong  enough  to  override  religious  and  political  animosity; 
to  bridge  over  the  impenetrable  depths  of  prejudice,  passion  and  hatred  ;  to  con- 
ciliate true  friendship  amongst  those,  who  but  for  its  benign  influences,  would  have 
remained  at  a  perpetal  distance.  Coming  to  Mississippi,  a  stranger  and  an  enemy, 
armed  in  a  caused  which  its  people  then  detested,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
bowed  down  in  the  very  depths  of  humiliation,  and  embittered  with  a  defeat 
which  stung  to  the  very  quick,  impoverished,  hungry  and  almost  naked,  nothing 
seemed  more  improbable  than  that  my  presence  should  even  be  tolerated,  much 
less  that  I  should  be  received  with  cordiality  and  honored  with  their  confidence 
and  esteem.  But  it  was  the  hand  of  a  Mason  which  first  clasped  my  own  in  fra- 
ternal embrace.  It  was  in  a  Mason's  Lodge'that  I  was  first  greeted  with  a  welcome. 
It  was  there  that  I  found  my  first,  best  and  truest  friend,  and  it  is  by  Masonic 
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hands  that  I  look  for  this  poor  body  of  mine  to  be  composed  for  the  last  long 
sleep  of  death.  Do  you  wonder,  then,  dear  friends,  that  I^stood  ft  proud  and 
happy  man  recently,  before  the  altar  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  the  New  England 
village  where  I  first  saw  the  light  of  Masonry,  and  there  bore  cheerful  testimony 
that  the  fires  of  Masonry  burn  brightly  upon  your  altars,  and  thtX  incense  h 
there  offered  day  and  night  to  the  Great  I  Am,  from  hearts  that  beat  true  and 
loyal  to  the  Masonic  creed,  which  teaches  the  fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brother- 
hood of  man  I  am  aware  that  I  have,  in  narrating  a  personal  experience,  de- 
parted somewhat  from  the  stereotyped  address  usual  upon  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  but  I  know  I  shall  stand  excused  when  I  say,  that  I  have  long  desired  an 
opportunity  to  testify  before  men  and  Masons,  to  the  truth  of  the  most  astonish- 
ing of  facts,  that  there  was  to  be  found  while  the  embers  of  a  fratricidal  strife, 
such  as  the  world  never  saw  before,  were  still  smouldering,  an  institution  which 
knew  no  North  and  no  South,  but  where  all  were  brothers,  between  whom  no  es- 
strangement  could  come,  and  where  all,  regardless  of  the  differences  and  animosi- 
ties of  the  world  of  strife  without,  met  upon  the  level  of  true  worth  and  man- 
hood. 

The  reading  of  the  address  being  concluded,  Past  Grand  Commander  Paxton 
offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resoh/ed^  That  the  address  of  the  R  -.  E.*.  Gnmd  Commander  be  received, 
spread  on  the  minutes,  and  referred  as  follows : 

1.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  Knighly  Dead,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

2.  So  much  as  refers  to  Benevolence,  t6  a  Committee  of  three. 

3.  So  much  as  refers  to  First  Conclave  and  Survivors,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

4.  So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Representatives,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

5.  So  much  as  refers  to  Decline  of  Templarism,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

6.  So  much  as  refers  to  Templar  Law,  to  the  standing  Committee  on  Templar 

Law. 

7.  So  much  as  refers  to  Finance,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  1  o'clock,  adjourned  until  2:30  o'clock  p.  M. 


APTBBNOON    SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  2:30  p.  M. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  the  Committee  continued  : 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    CREDENTIALS. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the  following 
Sir  Knights  in  attendance  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
man defies  named : 

Mississippi,  No.  i— Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Representative* 
Magnolia,  No.  2— J.  J.  Hays,  E.  C. 

J.  H.  Gunning,  C.  G. 
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Lexington,  No.  3 — No  report  or  Representatives. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4— M.  H.  Leach,  E.  C. 

Rosalie,  No.  5— M.  Neihysel,  proxy  for  E.  C  ,  J.  C.  French,  (ien'o. 

Jacob  Peebles,  C.  G. 
St.  Cyr.  No,  6— W.  E.  Moring,  S.  W. 
Winona,  No.  7 — No  report  or  Representatives. 
DeMolay,  No.  8— J.  E.  Leigh,  E.  C. 
Ivanhoe,  No.  10— W.  A.  Bodenkamer,  E.  C. 

H.  W.  Hunter,  Gen'o. 
C.  W.  Bolton,  C.  G. 
Canton,  No.  12 — Report  present,  no  Representatives 
CcEUR  DE  Lion,  No.  13— John  A.  B.  Jones,  E.  C. 
Grenada,  No.  15 — No  report,  or  Representatives. 
Delta,  No.  16— King  Dorwart,  Gen'o. 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  C.  G. 

J.  C.  French, 
H.  W.  Hunter, 
Jas.  H.  Gunning, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account,  which,  with 
accompanying  vouchers,  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  Committees : 

REPORT  OF  QRAND  RECORDER. 

To  the  R,',  E,\   Grand  Cammandery  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Recorder. 
The  receipts  of  the  past  year  are  as  follows : 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  on  account $80  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  on  account,  1888 1000 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4,  dues  of  1884,  received  July  16,   1885,  and  over- 
looked    46  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  dues  of  1888 ^S  ^^ 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  dues  of  1887 18  65 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  dues  of  i88i8 21  80 

DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8,  dues  of  1888 17  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  dues  of  1888 22  00 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  dues  of  1888 15  00 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13,  dues  of  1888 13  00 

W.  J.  Parnelle,  of  late  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9 300 

Total $  291  45 

On  February  15, 1  issued  a  charter  to  Delta  Commandery,  at  Greenville,  as  No. 
16 

A  petition  will  be  received  at  this  Grand  Conclave,  or  soon  arter  its  adjourn- 
ment, for  a  new  Commandery  at  Meridian.     I  have  issued  certificates  to  several 
members  of  extinct  Commanderies,  with  a  view  to  this.     Freemasonry  in  Meri- 
dian appears  to  be  keeping  abreast  with  the  general  prosperity  and  progress  of 
our  great  city  on  the  Eastern  border. 

Holly  Springs  Commandery  has  been  successfully  revived,  and  a  recent  remit- 
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tance  from  Magnolia,  No.  2,  amounting  to  $80.00,  on  account  of  arrears,  indicates 
a  revival  in  that  Commandery.  Its  return  for  1889  shows  no  orders  conferred 
but  seven  were  reinstated. 

Mississippi  No.  i,  is  in  a  dormant  state,  with  barely  enough  resident  members 
for  a  quorum,  and  is  in  arrears  for  dues  to  the  amount  of  $113.00,   besides  the 
dues  for  1889. 

Lexington,  No.  3,  is  in  a  dormant  condition.     No  Return  for  1888  or  1889. 

Winona  Commandery  No.  7  has  made  no  return  for  1886,  1887,  1888  or  1889, 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  hope  of  reviving  it.  I  therefore  recommend  that  its 
charter  be  declared  forfeited. 

DeMolay  No.  8  is  also  in  a  languishing  condition,  although  composed  ot  some 
of  the  brightest  and  best  Templars  in  this  or  any  other  jurisdiction. 

Grenada  Commandery  No.  15  has  been  silent  for  three  years. 

The  other  Commanderies  are  enjoying  average  prosperity. 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  submitted  : 


Commandery. 

No. 

I 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

10 

12 

13 

15 
16 

Orders  con- 
ferred. 

4-* 
CA 

cs 

V 

• 

«> 

*•» 
*^ 

8 

s 

• 

Q 

Suspended 
Dnes. 

(A 
V 

0 
•a 

0 

Total  mem' 
bers. 

MissiasiDoi 

Magnolia  . , . , 

•  •  • 

7 

9 

3 

$39  00 

38 

Lexington 

Holly  SDrin^s. : 

•  •  •  • 

14 
6 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

Rosalie 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

2 
I 

I 

87  50 
37  05 

50 

St.   Cyr 

21 

Winona 

DeMolay 

Ivanhoe . . , 

4 

4 

I 

25  60 
15  00 

26 

Canton 

IS 

Cour  de  Lion 

Grenada 

Delta 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ■  • 

«  •  •  • 

■   ■ 

•    ■  • 

I  submit  herewith  a  roster  of  commissions  as  Grand  Representatives  received 
from  other  Grand  Jurisdictions ;  also  a  roster  of  Grand  Representatives  to  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  to  whom  commissions  have  been  issued.  All  nominations 
received  have  been  duly  honored  by  our  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander.  The 
issuance  of  one  commission  is  deferred  until  another  supply  of  blanks  can  be  pre- 
pared. 

Grand  Representatives  from  Other  Jurisdictions. 

Alabama — Jas.  M.  McKee,  Vicksburg — January  17,  1890, 
Arkansas — Wm.  P.  Browne,  Meridian,  January  15 — 1890. 

California . 

Colorado — T.  G.  Birchett,  Vicksburg — January  24,  1890. 

Connecticut . 

Dakota . 
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Georgia — Wm.  Priestly,  Canton — February  4,  1890. 
Illinois — Wm.  G.  Pax  ton,  Vicksburg — ^January  22,  1890. 

Indiana . 

Iowa — Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg — December  31,  1889. 
Kansas — Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  N^atchez — January  15,  1890. 
Kentucky — John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson — January  i,  1890. 

Louisiana . 

Maine . 

Maryland — Frank  Burkiti,  Okolona — February  10,  1890. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island — B.  A.  Vaughan,  Columbus — January  15,  1890. 

Minnesota — il.  M.  Romberger,  Winona— January  15,  1890. 

Missouri — J.  L.  Power,  Jackson,  February  4,  1890. 

Montana . 

Nebraska — Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Natchez,  January  6,  1890. 
New  Jersey — N.  S.  Walker,  Port  Gibson— January  17,  1890, 

New  Hampshire . 

New  York — Enoch  Geo.  DeLap,  January  15,  1890. 

North  Carolina — W.  P.  Towler,  Jackson,  Tenn  ,  January  17,  1890. 

Ohio— Jno.  A.  B.  Tones,  Port  Gibson — January  6,  1890. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee — W^m.  Starling,  Greenville — January  21,  1890. 

Texas 

Vermont — J.  J.  Hays,  Vicksburg,  January  17,  1890. 
Virginia — Martin  Marshall,  Vicksburg — January  24,  1890. 
Washington — King  Dorwart,  Greenville — January  24,  1890. 
West  Virginia — W,  A.  Bodenhamer,  Okolona — January  i,  1890. 
Wisconsin 

Wyoming — R.  B.  Brainard,  Aberdeen — ^January  24,  1890. 


Grand  Representatives  to  other  Jurisdictions. 

Alabama.- Wm.  G.  Little,  Mobile — January,  18,  1890. 
Arkansas — Geo.  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City — ^January  18,  1890. 
California — Thos.  H.Caswell,  San  Fransisco— December  23,  1889. 
Colorado — Alfonso  A.  Bumard,  Leadville — ^January  2,  1890. 
Connecticut — Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden — To  be  issued. 

DaCota ' 

Georgia . 

Illinois — Jas.  C.  Hawley,  Dixon,  Lee  Co — December  23,  1889. 
Indiana — John  W.  Cruft,  Terre  Haute — November  28,  1889. 

Iowa — ^James  Morton, , — December,  18,  1889. 

Kansas — John  M.  Price,  Atchison — January  18,  1890. 

Kentucky . 

Louisiana . 

Maine — Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Portland — December  23,   1889. 
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Maryland — John  S.  Tyson,  Baltimore — ^January  6,  1890. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island . 

Minnesota — Calvin  L.  Spaulding,  Brainard — January  18,  1890. 
Missouri — Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis — February  5,  1890. 

Montana . 

Nebraska — Sam*l  W,  Hayes,  Norfolk — January  24,   1890. 

New  Jersey — Thos.  Godson, ,  — December  23,  1889. 

New  Hampshire . 

New  York — Horace  E.  Allen,  Binghampton — January  18,  1890. 
North  Carolina — J.  W.  Hunter,  Winston— January  21,  1890. 
Ohio— Wm.  L.  Buechener,  Youngstown, — December  20,  1889. 

Oregon . 

Pennsylvania . 

Tennessee — Morton  B.  Howell,  Nashville — January  21,   1890. 

Texas , 

Vermont — Geo.  W.  Squier,  Swanton — ^January  18,  1890. 

Virginia . 

Washington — Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma — May  24,   1889. 

Wisconsin . 

West  Virginia — Thos.  M.  Darrah,  Wheeling — February  6,  1890. 
Wyoming — Sam'l  J.  Dickey,  Evanston — ^January  18,  1890. 

Sundry  very  important  documents  from  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  were  received  within  the  past  few  days,  and  will  be  distributed  as 
by  him  directed. 

Couteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER, 

Grand  Recorder. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

The  Account  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  was  submitted  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee : 
Chas.  J.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  wkh  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Dr. 

1889.  Feb.  12.     To  balance  in  Grand  Treasury  this  date $123  88 

1890,  Feb.  II.     To  Cash  of  Grand  Recorder  .to  date 291  45 

$415  33 
Cr. 

Dues  to  Grand  Encampment  August  22,  1889 $  9  90 

W.  G.  Paxton,  Magnolia,  No.  2,  expenses 10  00 

J.  C.  French,  Rosalie,  No.  5,  expenses 25  00 

S.  B.  Brown,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  expenses 21  80 

J.  E.  Leigh,  DeMolay,  No.  8,  expenses 6  00 

Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  expenses 9  10 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Coeur  de  Lion,  No.  13,  expenses ...    13  00 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Foreign  Correspondence 25  00 

J,  L.  Power,  salary  Grand  Recorder,  1889 50  00 
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Postage  and  expenses,  18S9 16  85 

Proceedings  and  other  printing,  1889 ...•»•  160  75 

$337  40 
February  1 1,  in  treasury  this  date 77  93 

$415  33 
Courteously  submitted, 

Chas.  T.  Chamberlain, 

Grand  Treasurer. 


COMMITTEES    ON    GRAND   COMMANDER'S    ADDRESS. 

Were  announced  by  the  V.*.  E.*.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  as  follows: 

Necrology — Sirs  P.  M.  Savery,  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  W.  P.  Browne. 

BsNEVOLENCB^Sirs  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  G.  J.  Bahin. 

First  Conclave  and  Survivors — Sirs  E.  G.  DeLap,  R.  B.  Brannin,  J.  J. 
Hays. 

Grand  Representatives — Sirs  Frank  Burkitt,  King  Dorwart,  W.  E.  Moor- 
ing. 

Decline  of  Templarism — Sirs  P.  M.  Savery,  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Wm.  G.  Paxton. 

Templar  Law — Sirs  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  E.  G.  DeLap,  P.  M.  Savery. 

FiNANCE—Sirs  W.  E.  Ferguson,  Frank  Burkitt,  H.  Osborne. 

THE    REPORT    ON    FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Was  submitted  by  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  chairman,  and  the  same- was  received  and 
ordered  printed  with  the  proceedings. 
The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the 

ELECTION    OF    QRAND    OFFICERS. 

Sirs  Jas.  H.  Gunning  and  H.  W.  Hunter  were  appointed  tellers.  The  several 
ballotings  resulted  as  follows : 

Sir  Jas.  J.  Hays Vicksburg Grand  Commander. 

Sir  J.  E.  Leigh Columbus Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.  a.  Bodenhamer Okolona Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson Greenville Grand  Captain-General. 

Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Cross Greenville Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  J.  C.  French Natchez Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  H.  Gunning Vicksburg Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain.  . . Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  King  Dorwart Greenville Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  M.  Neihysel Natchez Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  W.  E.  Mooring Water  Valley Grand  Warder. 

Sir  C.  W.  Bolton Pontotoc Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

REPORT    ON    BENEVOLENCE. 

The  special  committee  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander's Address  referring  to  systematic  benevolence,  submitted  the  following : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi: 

The  following  resolutions  are  most  respectfully  submitted  for  your  considera- 
tion and  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Commandery  appoint  a  committee  to  act  jointly  with 
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committees  appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council, 
which  joint  committee  shall  consider  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Masonic 
Home  in  the  State  o(  Mississippi,  lor  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  aged,  infirm, 
and  indigent  Masons,  their  wives  and  children,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
deceased  Master  Masons,  and  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  approaching 
Annual  Grand  Communication  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Greenville,  Miss^  the 
second  Thursday  in  February,  iSqo* 

In  the  event  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  is  favorable  to  the  scheme  pro- 
posed and  its  recommendation  is  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  That  a  Masonic  Home, 
aforementioned,  be  established,  which  institution  shall  be  under  the  joint  con- 
trol, care  and  oversight  of  the  several  Grand  Bodies  above  enumerated. 

Resolved,  That  said  joint  committee  shall  take  legal  advice  as  to  whether  the 
act  incorporating  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  approved  April,  1871,  is 
sufficiently  broad  in  its  provisions,  section  2  of  said  act,  as  to  embrace  such  an  in- 
stitution and  its  purposes,  and  should  the  committee  become  satisfied  that  this  is 
true,  then  and  in  that  case,  the  said  joint  committee  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
empowered,  (should  it  be  deemed  advisable),  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  now  in 
session  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  to  amend  section  2,  in  last  line  by  adding  after  the 
word  *  institution"  the  following,  *<all  of  which  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation." 

But  should  said  joint  committee,  after  full  investigation  had,  ascertain  that 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  found  in  section  2,  do  not  contemplate  such  an  insti- 
tution as  this  paper  proposes  shall  be  erected  and  controlled  by  the  Masonic 
Grand  Bodies  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  then  and  in  that  event  said  joint  com- 
mitttee  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  procure  from 
the  Legislature  at  its  present  sitting,  the  passage  of  an  act  incorporating  said  in- 
stitution under  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Masonic  Home  for  the  relief  and 
maintenance  of  aged,  infirm  and  indigent  Masons,  their  wives  and  children  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Master  Masons,  said  Home  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  lands  and  tenements,  together  with  all  bequests  or  donations  made 
to  it  for  carrying  into  effect,  the  purposes  intended  by  the  erection  of  such  insti* 
tution,  to  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

Resolved,  That  said  joint  committee  shall  prepare  a  Constitution  for  said  Home,. 
and  submit  the  same  to  the  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Master,  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  Most  Illustrious  Master  for  their  inspection  and  approval. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  having  been  approved  by  a  majority  vote,  and 
having  obtained  the  act  of  incorporation  (should  such  be  necessary),  the  Grand 
Officers  above  named,  shall,  under  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  by  authority  of 
the  Constitution,  appoint  a  Board  of  Trustees,  which  shall  take  charge  of  and 
control  the  affairs  01  the  Home  and  report  annually  to  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies 
of  the  State  above  named. 

Resolved,  That  said  Board  of  Trustees  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  take  and  receive  bequests,  or  donations,  and  solicit  contributions  from  indi- 
vidual Masons  and  citizens  of  the  State  who  are  not  Masons,  the  Commanderies, 
Lodges,  Chapters  and  Councils,  subordinate  to  the  several  Grand  Bodies  above 
mentioned,  and  benevolent  organizations  friendly  to  the  enterprise,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  securing  the  necessary  funds  for  establishing  and  maintaining 
said  Home,  as  herein  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  soon  as  practicable  after  their  appoint- 
ment, shall  elect  a  Treasurer,  into  whose  hands  all  monies  shall  be  paid,  which 
monies  shall  be  by  him  invested  as  rapidly  as  they  are  received,  in  interest-bearing 
securities,  and  the  said  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  a  sum  double  the  amount 
intrusted  to  his  keeping. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  by  the 
several  Grand  Bodies  above  named,  the  Grand  Commandery  will  annually  set 
apart  from  the  dues  received,  the  sum  of  20  cents  per  capita,  towards  the  support 
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of  the  Masonic  Home,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Home. 

W.  G.  Paxton, 

W.   A.    BODENHAMER, 

Gus.  T.  Bahxn, 

Committee. 
The  report  was  idopted. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Representatives  submitted   the   following  report, 
which  was  adopted : 
To  iht  Ji,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Grand  Bepresentatives  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  ap- 
prove the  action  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  in  appointing  the  Sir 
IC  nights  named  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  as  our  Representatives  near 
other  Grand  Commanderies.  We  would  also  recommend  that  the  appointment 
of  the  several  Sir  Knights  accredited  to  this  Grand  Commandery  be  approved, 
And  of  these  we  beg  leave  to  present  for  your  reception  and  greeting : 

Sir  Wm.  P.  Browne,  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Arkansas. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  P.  G.  c,  irom  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed,  p.  G.  C,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Sir  J    L.  Power,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri. 

Sir  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Sir  J.  J.  Hays,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont. 

Sir  King  Dorwart,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Washington. 

Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  West  Virginia. 

Sir  Robert  B.  Brannin,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wyoming. 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  from  the  Grand  Commnndery  of  Maryland. 

Frank  Burkitt, 
King  Dorwart, 
W.  E.  Mooring, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  several  Grand  Representatives 
named  were  introduced  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  were  cordially  greeted 
And  welcomed  by  theR.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  and  the  Grand  Commander. 

CONDITION    OF   THE    ORDER. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
Totht  R,',  £,\  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  committee  on  that  portion  of  the  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander's  Address 
relative  to  the  seeming  decline  of  Templarism,  courteously  submit  the  following 
report :  That  while  we  regret  the  present  unfavorable  outlook  as  stated  by  Grand 
Commander,  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  Order  has  brighter  daysi>etore  it— 
that  the  night  js  passed  and  the  morning  cometh. 

P.  M.  Savbry, 
E.  G.  DrLap, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 
Committee. 
The  following  was  submitted  and  adopted : 

To  the  R,\  Er.  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  having  examined  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Re* 
corder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  find  them  in  all  things  correct,  and  fraternally 
recommend  their  adoption. 

S.  W.  Ferguson, 
Frank  Burkitt, 
Committee. 
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TEMPLAR    LAW. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted : 
To  the  R,\  E»\  Grand  Commandery : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence  courteously  report  that  no 
questions  requiring  consideration  have  been  submitted  during  the  current  year. 
Your  Committee  has  duly  considered  such  portions  of  the  address  of  the  R.'. 
E^*.  Grand  Commander  as  was  referred  to  us,  and  courteously  recommend  : 
1st.  That  the  report  of  doings  at  the  Triennial  be  received  and  agreed  to. 
2d.  In  the  matter  of  waiver  of  jurisdiction  and  surrender  of  charter,  the  Com- 
mittee have  no  recommendation.     While  hardship  may  have  resulted  to  an  indi- 
vidual, they  fear  greater  hardships  to  the  Order  would  follow  a  removal  of  exist- 
ing restrictions. 

Wm.  G.  Paxton, 
P.  M.  Savery, 
£.  O.  DeLap. 

Committee. 
SURVIVORS    OF    FIRST    CONCLAVE. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

To  the  R,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery: 

The  Committee  on  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Commander's  Address  relating 
to  the  first  Grand  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  courteously  report,  that 
of  the  worthy  Sir  Knights  who  participated  in  the  organization  of  this  Grand 
Body,  two  only  survive — Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  P.*.  £.*.  C*.  of  Mississippi  Com- 
mandery, No.  I,  now  a  resident  of  Canon  City,  Col.,  and  about  90  years  of  age ; 
and  Rev.  Sir  W.  W.  Lord,  now  a  resident  of  Watertown,  New  York.  We 
recommend  that  these  beloved  and  venerable  fraters  be  created  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

E.  G.  DeLap, 
R.  B.  Brannin, 
J.  J.  Hays, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  was  granted  additional  time  in  which  to  pre- 
pare report,  and  send  same  to'  the  Grand  Recorder. 

NEXT  CONCLAVE. 

The  Grand  Recorder  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  will  meet  two  days  previous  to  the 
next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  provided,  that  should  there 
be  no  Commandery  at  the  place  chosen,  the  Grand  Commander  shall  appoint  a 
different  place,  and  at  such  time  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  such  as  may  wish 
to  attend  both  bodies. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  4:30  p.  m.,  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment 

until  7  o'clock  p.  M,  • 

DEVOTIONAL    SERVICE. 

The  Grand  Commandery  re-assembled,  in  full  uniform,  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  Christ  Church,  where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  ob- 
served— Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Cross  officiating  as  Grand  Prelate,  and  delivering  a  dis- 
course very  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  A  select  choir  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  city  furnished  the  music  and  the  church  was  well  filled  with  an  apprecia- 
tive audience. 

On  returning  to  Asylum,  adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


GRANP   COMHAHSKRY   OF    HI98I88IFFI. 

SECOND   D^Y. 


TuesDAV,  Febnitry  12,  1890. 

The  Gruid  Commuidery  resumed  labor  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  proceeded  to 
tbe  special  order,  when  the  Grand  Officers  elect  were  duty  installed  bf  the 
retiring  Grand  Commander,  B.-.  E.-.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  who,  at  the  concluuon 
of  the  ccrenonies,  made  a  moit  appropriate  address. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Savery  ofTeied  ihe  following,  which  was  unanimondy 
adopted  : 

Jtesohitd,  That  ihe  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  in  a  very  special 
manner  due  to  R.'.  E.-.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which 
he  has  administered  his  high  office  during  two  j'ears— a  longer  term  than  accorded 
to  any  of  his  predecessors,  but  of  which  special  distinction  he  was  eminently 

Rtsohiid,  That  Sir  Speed  be  requested  to  write  out  and  furnish   the  Grand  Re- 
corder his  very  feliciious  remarks  at  the  close  of  the  installation  of  Grand  Officers. 
The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

COMMITTEES  : 

To  Confer  with  the  Other  Grand  Bodies  Relative  to  the  Proposed  Masonic 
Widows'  and  Orphans'   Home— Sirs  John  A.   B.  Jones,  E.  G.  DeLap,  Wm.  G. 

Templar  Law— Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  Wm.  G.   Paxton,    Vicksbttrg;    P.  M, 
Savery,  Tupelo. 
Foreign  Correspondence — E.  G.  DeLap,  Natchez. 
No  further  business  appearing,   the   Grand  Commandery  of   Mississippi,   at 

10:3a  A.  M.,  closed  its  Thirtieth  Annual  Con. 

;Iave  in  Solemn  and  Knightly  Form. 


J.J.  HAYS, 


r^^.^ 


0rand  Recorder. 


"Templarism  is  What  its  Votaries  Make  It." 


EXtRACT     FROM    ADDRESS    OF    REV.     SIR    WM.     CROSS   AT   DEVOTIONAL    SERVICE. 


And  now,  Sir  Knights,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  offer  a  few  reflections  for 
your  consideration. 

When  civilization  dawned  upon  the  world,  tradition  informs  us  that  Masonry 
went  hand  in  hand  with  it.  Rude  at  first  as  were  the  people  of  those  remote 
ages,  yet  the  broad  philanthropy  of  its  teachings  has  broken  the  barriers  of  bar- 
barism, and  has  elevated  and  ennobled  the  human  race. 

There  must  necessarily  be  severe  shocks  on  the  emergency  of  mankind  from  bar- 
barism to  civilization,  and  from  civilization'  to  enlightenment.  Through  this 
period,  our  institution,  which  exercises  such  influence  to-day,  has  kept  abreast 
of  the  best  thought  of  the  ages. 

It  enjoins  obedience  to  the  constituted  authority.  It  enjoins  and  requires  the 
recognition  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  a  belief  in  the  Christ,  to  whom  each  and 
every  one  is  morally  responsible,  without  mental  reservation. 

You  and  I  know  that  some  think  lightly  of  the  obligations  they  take  upon 
themselves,  but  let  me  assure  you,  my  brothers,  that  if  history  teaches  anything, 
those  people  who  have  recognized  their  dependence  on  Divine  Providence  and 
personal  responsibility  thereto  for  all  their  acts  in  life,  are  the  people  who  have 
made  the  greatest  progress  in  the  direction  of  advanced  civilization. 

You  may  call  it  by  any  name  you  please.  You  may  call  it  the  evolution  of 
natural  forces,  or  the  mysterious  workings  of  God,  whom  we  recognize  as  the 
Creator  of  all  things  in  the  natural  and  material  world.  Still,  we  must  admit  the 
fact,  which  is  susceptible  of  only  one  solution,  that  man's  progress  and  know- 
ledge are  derived  from  a  source  wiser  than  himself. 

The  wisdom  of  to-day  we  did  not  possess  yesterday.  To-morrow  we  shall  learn 
what  we  do  not  know  to-day. 

You  may  call  it  that  Supreme  Intelligence  which  pervades  all  nature,  and 
which  will  remain  throughout  all  eternity.  You  may  philosophize  upon  it,  and 
the  source  whence  it  comes.  Intelligence  will  remain  a  sealed  book,  until  the 
Veil  which  separates  the  present  from  the  future  is  withdrawn. 

It  is  the  recognition  of  this  great  fact  that  has  distinguished  Templars  from  the 
foundation  of  the  institution.  It  has  made  them,  in  a  sense,  a  peculiar  people. 
It  has  made  them  a  law  and  order  people,  seeking  not  to  correct  evils  by  inflicting 
greater  ones,  but  by  the  power  of  superior  over  inferior  intelligence— that  power 
which  mind  has  over  matter.  What,  then,  may  we  not  hope  from  the  influence 
of  our  sublime  teachings  in  our  own  country,  when  we  see  the  gradual  encroach- 
ments which  are  being  made  upon  our  civilization  by  the   disorderly  elements  of 
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society,  who  have  selected  this  land  of  universal  freedom  and  suffrage  for  the 
consummation  of  their  designs  against  civilized  society,  thus  mistaking  liberty 
for  license ! 

The  greatest  and  best  minds  of  ancient*and  modem  times  have  been,  and  are 
patrons  of  our  wise  and  conservative  institution.  We  can  trace  by  authentic  his- 
tory the  close  relationship  of  Templarism  with  the  processes  of  civilization. 

As  to  our  own  country — from  Washington,  who  guided  the  American  people 
and  planted  them  upon  the  plane  of  political  emancipation  and  started  them  on 
the  road  to  power  and  greatness,  through  a  long  line  of  distinguished  Americans, 
Templarism  has  kept  company  with  the  best  thought  and  wisest  statesmanship 
that  civilization  has  demanded.     Let  this  thought  ever  actuate  us. 

It  is  said  that  '<the  world  grows  wiser  as  it  grows  older,"  and  such,  in  the  com- 
mon acceptance  of  the  term  is  true ;  but  does  it  grow  better  as  it  grows  older  ? 
Does  the  moral  keep  pace  with  the  physical  and  material  developments  of  the 
human  race  ?  Looking  about  us  we  see  an  era  of  intense  intellectual  activity,  a 
mad  pursuit  of  wealth,  an  insane  ambition  of  worldly  preferment,  which,  when 
indulged  in  beyond  proper  limit  is  certain  to  result  in  demoralization  and  degrada- 
tion and  ruin. 

We  see  many  indications  of  intolerance  of  law,  both  human  and  divine,  a  dis- 
position to  replace  an  old  and  time-tried  faith  with  new-fangled  doctrines  which 
soon  degenerate  into  wild  theories  with  all  their  attendant  issues,  something  that 
has  not  even  philosophy,  so-called,  for  its  foundation. 

No,  Sir  Knights,  simple  faith  in  the  Book  of  Law  and  obedience  to  its  teach- 
ings, not  in  an  abstract  sense,  but  in  that  broader,  higher  and  more  generous 
spirit  which  naturally  wells  up  in  the  heart,  and  which  leads  the  neophyte  to  de- 
clare that  his  trust  is  in  God,  and  to  turn  to  him  for  protection  and  support. 

Templarism  is  conservative  and  naturally  opposes  such  things,  holding  fast  to 
that  which  is  good,  and  warripg  against  that  which  is  evil,  '<How  shall  this  be 
done  ?"  **What  shall  I  do  ?"  are  the  questions.  While  Templarism,  as  a  rule, 
is  well-nigh  perfect,  yet,  in  its  practical  application  it  will  be  exactly  what  its 
votaries  make  it.  You  must  remember  that  while  it  is  as  the  living  stream,  yet 
its  sources  of  supply  are  the  individuals  whom  it  takes  to  its  bosom.  As  they  are 
pure,  so  will  it  be  pure ;  as  they  are  impure,  so  will  it  be  impure.  You  must 
remember  that  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  for  a  stream  to  rise  higher  than  its 
source. 


RETURNS  OF 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDARIES. 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27,  1889 

(including  officers  for  1890.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  i— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Made  no  Report  for  1889. 


{ 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.   2— Vicksburg,   Warren  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

J.  J.  Hays E.  C.     H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

.  D  Miles,  P.  e.  c Gen'o.     J.  W.  Powell,  P.  E.  c Recorder. 

.  H.  Gunning C.  G.     W.  M.  Chamberlain St.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  e.  c.  t  P.  G.  c.  Prelate.     Wm.  Stanton   Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  G.    Birchett,  p.  e.  c S.  W .     Martin  Marshall,  P.  e.  c Warder. 

F.  Speed,  p.  E.  c.  4  G.  c J.  W .     John  Schlottman C.  of  Gu*d . 

Members— F.  M.  j\ndrews,  G.  W.  Bookout,  B.  E.  S.  Bonelli,  S.  H.  Childres.^* 
E.  C.  Carroll,  R.  L.  Dunn,  King  Dorwitt,  C.  C.  Flowerree,  Rev.  F.  M.  Feathers - 
ton,  C.  E.  Grant,  C  W.  Gibson,  I.  Hardy,  J.  L.  Hebron,  J.  E.  Halbert,  D.  B- 
Head,  A.  L.  Jaquith,  W.  G.  Kiger,  James  H.  King,  Rev.  W.  W.  Lord,  Wm- 
Murray,  M.  R.  Payne,  Charles  Peine,  A.  M.  Paxton,  D.  A.  Ray,  W  J.  Smith, 
C.  G.  Wright— 38. 

Reinstated— G.  W.  Bookout,  James  H  Gunning,  W:  S.  Harris,  R.  E.  Harris, 
James  H.   King,  J.  R.  Smith.  H  W.  Wilson.  * 

DiMiTTED — Charles  E,  Armstrong,  F.  W.  Bross,  V.  Bonelli,  Charles  El  mire, 
W.  S.  Harris,  R.  E.  Harris,  W.  H.  Richardson,  J.  R.  Smith,  H.  W.  Wilson. 

Died  During  the  Year — W.  S.  Patton,  p.  g.  e.,  July  15;  Thomas  Rigby, 
April  II  ;  Wm.  Richards,  December  12. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $39  90 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3- Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Made  no  Report  for  1888,   1889. 


HOLLY    SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,    No.   4— Holly  Springs,  Marshall 

County. 

Officers  for  1890. 

M.  H.  Leach E.  C.     Robert  Roth Treasurer. 

R.S.Stith Gen'o.     L.  B.  Mosby Recorder. 

A.  B.  McCrosky C.  G .     J.  P.  Cherry Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  D.  Baily Prelate.     J.  W.  Stephenson St.  Bearer. 

S.  H.  Pryor S.  W.     Geo  C.  Myers,  p.  E.  c Warder. 

T.  L.  Bennett J.  W.     J.  G.  Leach. C.  of  Gu»d. 

Past  Eminent  Commander— Jas.  T.  Fant. 
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Members— J.  H.  Alexander,  J.  H.  Athey,  Frank  Fewell,  W.  S.  Featherston, 
S.  D.  Hamilton,  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  J.  L.  Wilson. 

Died  Since  Last  Report — T.  B.  Parker,  I.  B.  Johnson,  R.  P.  Bowen,  W.  A. 
Compton. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $21  00 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No. '5— Natchee,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Saturday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  189a 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  e.  c E.  C.  G.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

'.  C.  French Gen*o.  Tno.  R.  Bledsoe Recorder. 

f.  Peebles C.  G.  E.  J.Guice St.  Bearer. 

).  G.  DeLap,    P.  G.  c Prelate.  W.  B.  Irvine Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  T.  Chamberlain,  P.  E.  c S.  W.  C.  H.  Keim Warder. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.  E.  c J.  W.  CM.  Sawyer C.  of  G'd. 

Members — W.  H.  Stewart,  p.  e.  c,  J.  A.  Dicks,  p.  e.  c,  G.  T.  Rehn,  p.  e.  c, 
T.  J.  Adams,  W.  H.  Aikman,  G.  J.  Bahin,  S  D  Baker,  W.  E.  Ballard,  G.  M. 
Brown,  H.  Clark,  L.  A.  Custer,  B.  B.  Davis,  R.  S.  Dixon,  J.  F.  Dixon,  J.  S. 
Douglas,  C.  F.  Farrar,  Chas.  Fitchett,  A.  H.  Foster,  J.  S.  Gaynor,  Thos.  Grafton, 
J.  A.  Guice,  Jos.  Hahn,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  R.  F.  Learned,  Z.  T.  Leavell,  C.  F, 
Merrick,  T.  Q.  Munce,  B.  T.  McBryde,  S.  McDowell,  M.  Neihysel,  Wm. 
Noonan,  H.  C.  Norman,  S.  Perrywit,  J.  B.  Scruggs,  J.  a,  Tennant,  E.  J,  Van- 
Court,  Wm.  L.  Wells,  F.  K.  Winchester— 50. 

Knighted— Z.  T.  Leavell,  W.  E.  Ballard,  W.  H.  Aikman,  S.  D.  Baker,  R. 
M.  Dixon,  I.  F,  Dixon,  S.  Perrywit,  L.  A.  Custer,  J.  S.  Gaynor,  J.  B.  Scruggs, 
J.  C.  Tennant,  J.  A.  Guice,  B.  B.  Davis,  B.  T.  McBryde. 

Died— H.  M.  Gastrell,  April  17th  ;  A.  M.  Dixon,  October  loth. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $85  70 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890, 

I,  T.  Blount E.  C .     Joel  Croom,  p.  E.  c Treasurer. 

Dan  T.  Fry Gen*o .     J.  B.  Pate,  p.  e,  c Recorder. 

John  K.  Fulson,.  p.  g.  C C,  G.     L.  W.  Dek'le St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Shackelford,  P.  E.  c . . . .  Prelate.     F.  W.  Weatherly Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  E.  Moring S.  W.     S.  B.  Brown,  P.  E.  c Warder. 

H.  Gibbons,  p.  E.  c J.  W.     W.  H.  Biles C.  of  Gu*d. 

Members — M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  p.  e.  c,  C.  H.  Bean,  W.  W.  Becton,  G.  D. 
Brown,  John  Flack,  W,  A.  Hadaway,  J.  F.  Duflf,  C.  Montgomery,  W.  C.  Winter. 
—21. 

Knighted— C.  H.  Bean,  W.  W.  Becton,  I.  T.  Blount,  G.  D.  Brown,  L.  W. 
Dekle,  W.  A.  Hadaway. 

Reinstated — ^C.  Montgomery. 

Died — ^T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  e.  c,  September  loth. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues— J.  B.  Hudspeth. 

Duet  to  Grand  Commandery $36  05 
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DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 
Regular  Conclave,  2d  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

T.  E.  Leigh,  p.  e.  c E.  C.     H .  M.  Teasdale Treasurer. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.  G.  c Gen'o,     J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  S.  Billups C.  G.     E.T.Sykes St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  P.  G.  c   Prelate.     J.  A.  Martin Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  L  Lincoln,  p.  E.  c S.  w!     L.  L.  Goodrich Warder. 

H.  Osborne J.  W.     R.  F.  Hudson C.  of  Gu'd. 

Members— A.  H.  Barklcy,  L.  M.  Tucker,  G.  A,  Evans 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $15  00 


CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9 -Meridian,  Lauderdale  County. 

Dispensation  to  resume  labor  granted  July  12,  1890,  and  reorganized  July  22, 

with  the  following 

officers  and  members. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh E.  C.  R.  E.  Harris Treasurer. 

J.  A.  Mooser Gen'o.  G.  Swalshaf Recorder. 

W.  P.Browne C.  G.  D.  A.  Ray St.  Bearer. 

W.  S.  Harris Prelate.  F.  W.  Bross Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  W.  Wilson S.  W.  C.  M.  Kelly C.  of  Gu'd. 

J.  R.  Smith J.  W. 

Members — ^Jno.  Kamper,  Jos.  Eakins — 12. 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  e.  c E.  C.     J.  M.  Trice Treasurer, 

H.  W.  Hunter Gen»o.     Z.  T.  Trice Recorder. 

C.W.Bolton C.  G.     A.  G.  Harkreader St.  Bearer. 

P.  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  c,  p.  e.  c.  Prelate.     Thomas  E.  Cannon Sw.  Bearer. 

Frank  Burkitt,  P.  E.  c S.  W.     W.  L  Harrill Warder. 

R.  C.  Patty J.  W.     John  McCurley C.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commander— C.  C.  Ross. 

Members — W.  B.  Barker,  S.  H.  Bergh.  R.  B.  Brannin,  E.  C.  Bolton,  John  S. 
Cobb,  Jr.,  N.  Cayce,  J.  T.  Harris,  E.  B.  Hood,  R.  V.  Mansion,  J.  A.  Mooser,  T. 
W.  Williams,  E.  L,  Sykes,  J.  A.  Bell— 25. 

Knighted — W.  I.  Harrill. 

Reinstated — ^J.  A.  Bell,  E.  C.  Bolton,  J.  H.  Mauldin,  J,  A,  Mooser, 

DiMiTTED — J.  A.  Mooser. 

Died  During  the  Year — ^J.  H.  Mauldin,  October  6, 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery ...••• $25  60 
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CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

William  Priestley,  p.  E.  C E.  C ,  Augustus  N.  Parker Treasurer . 

Robert  H.  Hofifman Gen'o.  R.  C.  Lee Recorder. 

H.  R.  Singleton C,  G.  John  R.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

John  W.  Yeargain,  P.  E.  c . . . .  Prelate.  John  T.  Priestley Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.  Mills S.  W.  Christian  Olsen Warder. 

Norbon  C.  Mosby S.  W .  George  W.  Thompson  ....  C.  of  Gu'd . 

Members-— J.  T.  Boyd,  W.  D.  Ferris,  J.  E.  Martin.— Total  15. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $15  00 


COUR  DeLION  commandery,  No.  13— Port  Gibson,  Claiborne  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

F.  H.  Foote E.  C.  N.  S.  Walker,  p.  E.  c Treasurer. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gen'o.  W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Trasher Q  G.  John  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  P.  B.  c Prelate.  Jas.  H.  Gordon,  p.  e.  c.  .Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  K.  Burnet S.  W.  A.  Sayer Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  P.  s.  c J.  W.  W.  B.  Lewis C.  of  Gu'd. 

Members — W.  F.  Burnet.— Total  13. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $13  00 


CHARTERS  FORFEITED. 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  and  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  being  in 
arrear  for  returns  and  dues  for  several  years,  their  charters  were  duly  declared 
forfeited,  May  24,  1890. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Commanderies  making  Return  for  1889 •  ^ 

Commanderies  since  re-organized 2 

Commanderies  failing  to  make  return  for  1889 2 

Commanderies  forfeited  charters 2 

Total  charters  in  force  August  i,  1890 10 

Knighted  in  i88q 21 

Reinstated 12 

Dimitted 9 

Died II 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues I 

Total  members  in  8  Commanderies,  for  1889 198 

Total  members  in  2  Commanderies  not  reporting 33 

Total  members  in  i  Commandery,  1890 13 244 

Receipts,  1889 $291  4$ 

Disbursements,  1889 337  40 


Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

The  undersigned  Reporter  on  Foreign  Correspondence  courteously  submits  the 
following  as  the  result  of  his  labors.  He  has  no  apologies  to  make  for  any  im- 
perfections you  may  find  in  it,  nor  is  he  actuated  by  any  desire  to  please  cranks 
like  Carson,  of  Ohio,  and  kindred  spirits,  by  anything  be  may  say.  If  Enoch 
thinks  the  whole  production  **  twaddle  and  nonsense,''  we  can't  help  it ;  in  fact 
his  condemnation  of  anything  is  about  as  good  an  endorsement  as  one  need  wish. 
With  this,  perhaps,  unnecessary  preface,  we  take  up : 

ALABAMA— 1889. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  city  of  Montgomery,  May 
15.  Henry  C.  Davidson,  Grand  Commander;  E.  R.  Hastings,  Grand  Recorder; 
Representatives  from  but  four  subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  is  short  and  much  of  it  refers  to  the  Iowa  and  Ritual  troubles, 
which,  having  been  settled  for  the  time  being,  would  not  interest  you.  The  R.*. 
E.-.  states  that  the  year  has  not  been  a  "  red-letter  year  "  in  Templar  Masonry 
throughout  the  State — ^a  state  of  things  very  similar  to  our  own.  Proceedings 
local ;  $399.99  in  the  treasury  ! 

The  Correspondence  report  is  by  Sir  Geo.  F.  Moore,  who  is  a  worthy  successor 
of  our  old  friend,  the  lamented  Sayre.  He  reviews  most  of  the  doings  of  the 
Templar  world  in  a  courteous  and  interesting  way — Mississippi  for  1888  coming 
in  for  pleasant  notice.  We  much  appreciate  his  kind  hopes  that  we  may  have  do 
more  ill  health,  but  may  forevermore  be  free  from  "dyspepsia,"  and  write  many 
more  good  things  as  well  as  eat  and  enjoy  them.  We  regret  to  say  to  Sir  George 
that  as  we  write  this  (January  1, 1890)  we  feel  too  sick  and  generally  bad  to  do 
his  report  the  justice  it  deserves.  It  is  an  excellent  one,  and  we  like  its  construc- 
tion— all  written — no  scissors. 

Grand  Commander,  Recorder  and  Reporter  all  re-elected. 


CANADA  — 1889. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  was  held  in  the  city  of  Montreal  October  22. 
M.'.  E.-.  Sir  Kt.  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  Supreme  Grand  Master,  on  the  Throne. 
The  Grand  Master's  allocution  is,  as  usual,  an  exceptionally  able  and  interesting 
paper,  though  very  short — no  doubt  the  result  of  the  ill  health  of  our  distinguished 
frater.     H6  has  to  say  of  the  late  Triennial : 
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Invitations  were  sent  to  me  from  bodies  of  the  obedience  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  and  no  doubt  were  also  received  by  others  in 
this  jurisdiction,  to  attend  the  **Triennial"  Conclave  at  Washington  during  the 
early  pa];t  oi  the  month,  which  my  failing  health  did  not  admit  ot  my  accepting, 
but  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  many  members  from  Canada  were  present,  as  it  is 
always  profitable  to  witness  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Bodies  of  the  order, 
although  differing  so  materially  from  our  own,  by  which  the  fraternal  and  kindly 
feelings  are  thus  kept  up,  and  I  rejoice  to  say,  such  exists  amongst  us.  We  can 
assure  them  at  all  times  of  a  fraternal  welcome.  No  doubt  in  the  present  instance 
our  Canadian  Iraters  found  their  visit  to  Washington  to  witness  the  magnificent 
spectacle  of  so  many  U.  S.  Templars  in  military  uniform,  and  partaking  ot  their 
generous  and  lavish  hospitality,  most  enjoyable.  To  me  large  military  organiza- 
tions are  no  new  sight,  and  I  cannot  now  leel  the  same  interest  in  those  of  an  imita- 
tive character,  more  particularly  as  I  have  long  abandoned  the  idea  that  Masonic 
Military  Templary  represents  the  **true  order,"  or  that  there  is  any  connection 
between  Templary  and  Freemasonry,  which  at  one  time  1  may  have  supposed 
existed.  At  the  same  time  the  discussions  and  proceedings  in  the  Grand  En- 
campment are  always  interesting  and  instructive.  My  correspondence  with  their 
Grand  Master,  General  Charles  Koome,  has  been  most  pleasing,  in  which  we  have 
exchanged  ideas  ot  interest  to  both  on  the  construction  of  the  two  modern  sys- 
tems. 

He  refers  regretfully  to  the  unpleasantness  still  existing  between  Canada  and 
the  Great  Priory  of  England,  but  as  Canada  is  clearly  in  the  right  we  would  sug- 
gest that  the  other  side  be  allowed  to  do  all  the  worrying.  He  continues  his 
detached  remarks  on  the  Templar  system  of  the  Empire,  began  in  last  year's  allo- 
cution, but  our  space  and  poverty  forbid  clipping.  We  trust  the  new  year 
found  the  distinguished  and  learned  frater  fully  restored  to  health. 

The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition.    Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Henry  Robertson  is  the  author  of  an  excellent  report  on  Foreign  Corres. 
pondence  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-one  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive 
courteous  notice — Mississippi  for  1889  included. 

Pardon  us  for  copying  this — little  in  space  but  big  in  all  other  respects — endorse- 
ment of  our  views  on  religious  services  with  a  sword  attachment : 

On  public  parades,  he  is  as  elegant  and  focible  as  ever  and  thoroughly  correct. 
Masonic  parades  are  in  some  quarters  altogether  too  common.  As  an  advertise- 
ment, it  may  have  some  etfect,  but  even  as  an  advertisement,  which  is  about 
the  lowest  motive  we  can  conceive,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  making  anything 
too  common  does  not  always  produce  the  best  results.  The  class  of  members 
that  are  attracted  solely  by  show  are  not  the  best  matei  ial,  and  the  more  modest 
we  are  in  our  pretensions,  the  more  attractive  we  will  be  to  the  sensible  part  of 
the  community. 

It  is  extremely  pleasant  to  be  sustained  in  our  position  by  fraters  of  his  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  sound  sense.     He  concludes  as  follows  : 

We  have  spent  a  very  pleasant  journey  through  the  various  sections  of  Tem- 
plarism  on  this  continent  and  in  the  far-off  land  of  Australia,  communing  with 
choice  spirits  and  enthusiastic  Craftsmen,  who  have  the  welfare  of  our  noble 
Order  thoroughly  at  heart,  and  who  are  using  their  best  energies  for  its  welfare  and 
success.  We  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for  our  prosperity,  but  the  best 
reward  for  all  our  work  is  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  performed,  that  our 
aims  and  objects  are  directed  to  the  elevation  of  human  character,  and  the  im- 
provement manifested  is  an  augury  of  more  successes  to  fellow. 

Our  frater's  report  has  but  one  fault,  and  that  is,  there  is  not  enough   Robert- 
son in  it« 
Grand  Master  Moore  and  Grand  Chancellor  Spry,  re-elected. 
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COLORADO— 1888. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Denver,  September  21st,  R.-.  E.*. 
Sir  Aaron  Gove,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  every  Grand  Officer,  save  one,  was  in  his  place,  also 
representatives  of  thirteen  out  of  the  fourteen  subordinate  Commanderies,  and 
six  past  Grand  Commanders,  and  one  P.  D.  G.  C. 

The  address  is  an  itemized  account  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
during  the  year.  The  following  strikes  us  as  being  about  the  correct  thing,  and 
we  commend  it  to  our  brother  Connor,  of  Tennnesee  : 

The  tenor  of  the  arguments  at  Boulder  conclave  was  of  a  character  that  would 
well  be  often  repeated.  When  at  a  banquet  two  hours  are  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  essential  elements  of  a  well-spent  life,  the  necessity  of  so  living 
that  the  life  beyond  may  be  foreshadowed  by  only  good  forebodings ;  when  the 
emphatic  declaration  that  the  religious  character  and  teachings  of  the  Order  con- 
stitute its  greatest  worth,  is  received  with  hearty  applause,  and  when  the  absence 
from  the  table  of  wine  is  noted  with  such  marked  approval  by  rank  and  Hie,  we 
may  well  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  true  good  health  of  the  Order. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  accounts  of  his  visits  to  his  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries and  we  feel  sure  that  aside  from  the  good  times  enjoyed,  that  substantial 
benefit  to  the  Order  resulted  therefrom. 

Here  is  a  sort  of  straw  that  shows  how  the  wind  of  selection  of  the  next  place 
of  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  blows : 

The  peculiar  position  which  the  Colorado  Templars  will  occupy  at  the  next 
Triennial,  for  it  is  hoped  that  Colorado  will  be  the  place  selected  for  the  next 
Encampment,  will  require  that  our  headquarters  at  that  time  be  ably  managed 
and  heartily  supported. 

To  put  it  in  plain  English — have  plenty  of  liquid  refreshments  at  head-quarters 
to  treat  the  members  of  Grand  Encampment  and  thereby  secure  their  suffrages 
for  Denver  as  the  place  ! 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  over  three  thous- 
and dollars. 

Sir  Knight  H.  M.  Orahood  is  again  the  author  of  the  Correspondence  report, 
in  which  he  briefly,  but  courteously  digests  the  transactions  of  thirty-three  Tem- 
plar Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1888  among  the  number. 

Sir  Jas.  A.  Peabody  is  R.*.  E.'.G.*.  C- ;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Recorder; 
H.  M.  Orahood,  Reporter. 


DAKOTA— 1889. 


The  Sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Mitchell,  June  5th.  R.*.  E.\  Sir  J. 
A.  Colcord,  Grand  Commander ;  E.*.  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  session  was  opened  with  nearly  all  the  Grand  Officers  in  their  places,  sundry 
P.  G.  ofiicers  and  P.  E.  Commanders,  representatives  of  all  the  subordinates,  (li) 
save  one,  and  quite  an  array  of  those  ornamental  appendages,  yclept  Grand  Rep* 
resentatives,  not  including  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 

The  pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a  portrait  of  the  sitting  Grand  Commander  Sir 
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Colcord,  who  looks  like  he  is  qualified — mentally — to  handle  our  fraters  of  that 
Territory — now  State. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  document,  simply  reciting  such  of 
his  official  acts  and  deliverances  as  should  be  communicated  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery.  We  note,  with  regret,  that  he  has  not  been  advised  of  the  stupidity 
of  the  < 'invasion"  humbug,  hence  permitted  his  subs,  some  of  them,  to 
*  invade"  !  He  promulgated  the  Iowa  Bull  of  Excommunication  in  due  form, 
but  decided  that  an  Iowa  dimitted  rebel  could  affiliate  with  one  of  his  subordi- 
nates, which  was  approved  by  the  body. 

The  order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition.  Finances  in  good  shape.  Pro- 
ceedings local.  They  have  a  Corresponding  Committee,  but  he  is  too  lazy  to 
write  a  report. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  D.  Stites  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  same  as 
before. 


ILLINOIS— 1889. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October 
22d  and  23d,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Norman  Theo.  Gassett,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Gil. 
W.  fiarnard,  Grand  Recorder.     All  the  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  stations. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  business  document,  pure  and  sim- 
ple. Much  space  is  devoted  to  matters  connected  with  the  Triennial,  which 
would  not  interest  you.     We  copy  as  follows  from  his  conclusion  : 

Sir  Knights  : — A  year  ago,  you  unaninmously  elected  me — saving  one  vote — 
to  the  exalted  office  of  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  Templars  for  the 
State  o'  Illinois ;  and  I  have  now  placed  before  you  the  record  of  my  acts  while 
I  have  held  the  office. 

I  should  feel,  personally,  that  I  had  neglected  a  duty,  did  I  not  at  this  time 
express  to  you  my  appreciation  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  make  public  avowal 
as  to  the  principal  motive  which  has  impelled  me  for  sixteen  years  to  work  for 
the  cause  of  Templary,  and  to  perform  the  duties  which  have  been  incumbent 
upon  me  for  the  last  year. 

The  truths  inculcated  by  the  order  were  the  indirect  cause  by  which  I  was  led 
to  profess  a  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge him  as  my  personal  Redeemer. 

The  faith  which  was  thus  promoted,  has  been  my  solace  in  hours  of  trouble, 
and  through  it  and  the  promises  of  Christ,  our  Lord,  I  am  filled  with  the  hope 
that  I  shall  again  see  those  who  were  so  dear  to  me  on  earth  and  whose  eyelids  I 
saw  close  in  death,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

No  greater  benison  could  have  been  vouchsafed  to  any  man  than  has  come  to 
me  through  it,  and  my  gratitude  for  it  will  continue  to  well  up  from  my  heart 
until  its  fount  has  run  dry. 

Far  away,  where  the  sunset  is  bright. 
After  shadows  have  faded  in  night. 
In  the  gloaming's  bright  shimmering  gleam. 
Ah  I  it  seems  that  I  see  bright  faces  oeam 

With  responsive  love  for  me ; 

With  responsive  love  for  me. 

Though  in  fact  'tis  but  fancy,  perchance, 
A  myth,  only  a  dream ;  that  no  glance 
Shone  from  faces  I've  loved  all  these  years. 
Yet  of  worth,  beyond  world  and  its  cheers ; 
That  one  glance  thus  caught  by  me, 
That  one  glance  thus  caught  by  me. 
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In  the  performance  of  my  tasks,  when  troubles  have  come  upon  me,  I  have 
looked  above  them  to  the  stars.  If  my  Fra*.ers  have  differed  from  me  as  to 
methods  pursued,  although  grieved,  I  have  always  had  the  hope  that  the  results 
would  be  approved,  or  that  they  would  condone  my  errors  when  they  should  dis- 
cover what  motives  impelled  the  act.' 

If  at  the  end  of  this,  my  Masonic  official  career,  I  still  retain  your  affection 
and  esteem,  upon  which  I  have  so  implicitly  relied  in  the  past,  I  am  content. 

May  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  universe  keep  and  bless  you  all. 

It  is  extremely  refreshing  to  encounter  in  the  Sahai^  of  formalism  that  extends 
over  our  entire  land  and  assumes  to  be  the  Religion  of  Christ,  a  man  who 
believes  in  a  personal  Saviour  and  a  religion  of  the  heart,  and  is  not  ashamed  to 
confess  it.  This  is  the  sort  of  religion  that  saves  people,  that  does  more  to  sub- 
stantiate the  truths  of  Christianity  and  the  divine  reality  of  the  religion  of 
Christ,  than  any  and  all  other  agencies  combined.  A  man  with  Bro.  Gassett's 
experience  is  **  a  living  epistle,  known  and  read  of  all  men."  Let  us  follow  him 
as  he  follows  the  Master. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  $7,000.  Number  of  Knights,  7,537,  an  increase  of  399 
during  the  year.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  by  Sir  Jno.  C.  Smith,  and  is  an  admirable  paper. 
He  has  adopted  a  new  style  of  review,  which  is  to  reserve  all  comments  until  the 
close  ot  the  report — a  plan  that  we  do  not  like.  He  has  this  to  say  to  Sir  Fred. 
Speed: 

We  cannot  agree  with  you,  Sir  Speed,  in  that  you  have  any  right  to  question 
the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  and  decline.  That  is  what  Grand  Commander  of 
Iowa  did,  **decline"  to  promulgate  same  in  your  jurisdiction. 

With  what  you  say  as  to  punishment  being  ** wholly  disproportioned  to  the  alleged 
degree  of  offending,"  we  do  agree,  but  we  thought  you  too  good  a  Templar  to 
disregard  the  edict  of  Grand  Master,  and  know  you  to  have  been  too  good  a 
soldier  to  have  disobeyed  or  permitted  a  disobedience  of  any  order  of  your 
superior  officer  while  in  the  army. 

No,  Fred !  that  won't  do.  Obey  orders  and  at  proper  time  and  in  proper  place 
we  will  try  and  have  such  unjust  orders  recinded  and  justices  done  the  valiant 
Templars,  who  have  done  no  wrong.  All  the  talk  about  **bad  grammar,"  and 
want  of  "literary  taste"  is  gush.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  adcption  of 
the  ritual,  "trash"  though  it  may  be.  The  ritual  was  legally  and  lawfully 
adopted  and  now  let  us  go  to  work  in  a  Knightly  and  courteous  manner  to  have 
the  same  corrected  and  improved. 

We  are  no  "literary  feller**  but  we  are  with  you  for  all  that  and  hope  to  see  an 
improved  ritual  for  1890. 

We  copy  the  following  in  regard  to  the  Triennial  for  your  information : 

Wednesday,  October  9.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  made  an  able  and 
just  report  on  the  Iowa  matter.  On  reviewing  the  same  committee  held  that  the 
Ritual  of  1886,  had  been  lawfully  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Iowa  should  have  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Master,  was  guilty 
of  disobedience  in  not  having  done  so,  and  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  was 
censurable  for  its  actions,  that  Grand  Master  exceeded  his'authority  when  he 
punished  the  Sir  Knights  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  as  all  had  suf- 
fered for  the  disobedience  the  Edict  should  now  be  withdrawn  and  the  Iowa 
Fratres  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Grand  Encampment.  The  report  and  resolutions 
were  adopted  almost  without  a  dissenting  vote,  and  Iowa  was  restored  to  its 
proper  place  in  our  Knightly  Order. 

Sir  Geo.  M.  Moulten,  R.'.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Re- 
porter continued. 
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KENTUCKY— 1889. 

Forty-second  Annual  vas  held  in  the  city  of  Cynthiana,  May  22d.  A  cordial 
and  eloquent  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Sir  Lafferty  of  the  local  Com- 
mandery  to  which  appropriate  response  was  made  by  Grand  Commander  January^ 
after  which  the  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  in 
their  places  and  delegates  from  21  out  of  the  22  Subordinates. 

The  address  is  a  comparatively  short  but  well  written  document.  Much  space 
is  devoted  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  courteous  and  magnanimous  dead  of 
that  jurisdiction.  Poet  Laureate  Robt.  Morris  being  among  the  number,  his  virtues. 
Masonic  services  and  talents  receive  appropriate  recognition  and  mention. 

He  has  this  to  say  anent  the  Chairman  of  the  F.  C.  Committee,  our  old  and 
valued  friend,  Sir  Chas.  R.  WoodruflF: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  his  reputation 
among  the  fraternity  is  too  well-known  to  need  special  praise  from  me.  I  am 
assured  his  present  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  recently  received,  is  equal  to 
any  of  his  past  efforts,  and  in  its  typographical  execution  is  to  be  specially  com- 
mended and  in  all  respects  will  challenge  the  place  of  superiority  among  the 
reports  of  all  other  Grand  Commanderies  in  the  United  States. 

In  all  of  which «we  fully  concur. 

He  reports  the  order  in  good  condition  in  Kentucky.  Grand  Recorder  reports 
a  gain  in  membership  of  48  for  the  current  year.  Our  Kentucky  fraters  contrib- 
uted the  sum  of  $433.50.  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  neat  little  balance  of 
$1,333  on  hand. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Commander's  address  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  has  been  relerred  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Com- 
mander's address  present  the  following  report : 

A  perusal  of  the  address,  and  a  careful  consideration  of  the  official  acts  and 
Knightly  sentiments  uttered  compel  the  belief,  that  the  prayer  uttefed  by  our 
distinguished,  the  Eminent  Bishop  and  frater  at  the  installation  of  the  present 
Grand  Commander,  that  our  blessed  Lord  will  illumine  the  darkness  which  has 
descended  upon  our  loved  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  by  shedding 
abroad  in  his  heart  the  light  of  His  divine  favor  and  blessing,  has  been  abund- 
antly answered. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  our  hope  that  our  retiring 
Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  may  be  blessed  with  health,  and  a  continua- 
tion of  that  Knightly  resignation  and  fortitud*  which  have  sustained  him  during 
the  past  year. 

No  doubt  our  Eminent  but  afflicted  brother,  while  denied  the  delights  of  nat-^ 
ural  sight  is  yet  permitted  through  the  eye  of  Faith  to  pierce  the  vail  which  sepa- 
rates the  trials  and  sorrows  of  earth  and  time  from  the  glories  and  delights  of 
*<The  Better  Land."  Deprivation  from  the  sight  of  the  beauties  of  our  earthly 
homes  and  surroundings  will  find  full  compensation  in  the  privilege  of  seeing  the 
Captain  of  our  Salvation,  face  to  face  and  in  an  eternity  of  blessedness  at  His  right 
hand.     God  grant  that  none  of  us  fail  to  reach  that  happy  land. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  by  Sir  Woodruff  and  reviews  the  doings  of  forty 
Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1888,  among  the  number.  We  quote  his  observa- 
tions anent  Caswell's  Bourbon  prescription  for  our  malady  : 
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The  long  suffering  Sir  Knight  persists  in  declining  Caswell's  bourbonic  prescrip- 
tion, and  indiscriminately  denounces  all  kinds  of  stimulating  beverages,  which  he 
indifterently  designates  «*Jersey  Lightning."  Now  this  latter  term  is  generally 
applied  to  a  seductive  and  deceptive  tipple  composed  of  apple  brandy,  and  this 
particular  distillation  hath  ever  been  regarded  as  a  sovereign  remedy  for  Sir 
Knight  DeLap's  complaint — dyspepsia.  Caswell's  brotherly  and  unsolicited 
advice  was  grounded  upon  a  shrewd  knowledge  of  this  fact ;  and,  moreover,  is 
patterned  after  that  of  St.  Paul,  when  the  latter  was  concerned  about  the  condi- 
tion of  Timothy's  stomach,  and  Timothy's  other  often  infirmities. 

We  can't  see  it  by  those  lamps.  While  the  disease  is  frightful,  the  remedy 
prescribed  is  worse — tt  is  damning  ! 

Sir  Charles,  under  the  head  of  **  special  subjects,"  wades  into  the  Iowa  mat. 
ter,  Sir  Speed's  "  open  letter"  and  address,  and  says  all  that  can  well  be  said  on 
his  side  of  the  case.  But  for  the  fact  that  the  matter  is  settled  we  would  clip  it 
all  for  your  benefit,  but  happily  peace  again  reigns. 

Sir  Jno.  G.  Montgomery  is  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander;  Sir  L.  D.  Croninger. 
Grand  Recorder ;  Correspondence  as  before. 


KANSAS— 1889. 


The  Twenty-First  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Scott,  May 
J4th;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Theophilus  P.  Rodgers,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  H. 
Brown,  Grand  Recorder.  Twenty-five  subordinate  Commanderies  were  repre- 
sented. The  address  is  very  short.  As  an  evidence  of  the  growth  and  condition 
of  Templary  in  that  State,  we  clip  the  following  : 

I  welcome  you  to  this,  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar of  Kansas.  Each  year  during  th^.  past  two  decades  has  been  a  meeting  of 
the  representative  knights  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Each  meeting  has  been 
larger  than  the  preceding  one,  until  now  our  knights  gather  in  such  numbers  that 
only  our  largest  cities  can  accommodate  them.  From  every  section  of  the  State  del, 
egates  to  the  Grand  Commandery  come  to  assist  in  our  deliberations,  and  to  give 
OS  the  benefit  of  their  experience.  Nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  has  contribu- 
ted to  the  ensemble  of  this  Grand  Body.  So  we  may  expect  to  find  the  garnered 
wisdom  of  the  brightest  and  best  of  the  distinguished  knights  of  the  United 
States  in  our  midst. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  our  subordinate  commanderies  have  had  an  unusu- 
ally prosperous  year,  and  my  correspondence  and  personal  acquaintance  proeves  that 
the  material  gathered  into  our  commanderies  has  been  carefully  selected ;  that 
those  who  have  been  **  dubbed  and  created"  fully  understand  and  appreciate  the 
lessons  taught  in  our  asylums,  and  will  wear  the  high  honor  with  credit  to  them- 
selves and  the  Order. 

The  only  difference  between  Kansas  and  Mississippi  is  that  while  it  take  their 
largest  cities  to  entertain  their  Grand  Commandery,  ours  could  find  ample  space 
in  a  room  twenty  feet  square  ! 

Here  is  some  more  of  the  '*  Invasien"  stupidity  : 

June  10,  1888,  I  received  the  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Re- 
corder of  Missouri,  forwarded  to  me  by  R.*.  E.'.  John  H.  Brawn,  Grand  Re- 
corder of  Kansas ; 

St.  Louis,  June  8,  1888. 
y.  H.  Brown,  Esq,,  Grand  Recorder,  Wyandotte,  Kansas : 

Dear  Sir  and  Eminent  Frater; — I  am  directed  by  R.*.  E.*.  Allan  McDow- 
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ell,  Grand  Commander  of  Missouri,  to  request  your  Grand  Commander  to  grant 
permission  to  Ascension  Commandery,  No.  39,  of  this  State,  stationed  at  Joplin, 
to  visit  the  city  of  Girard  in  your  Jurisdiction  as  a  Commandery,  they  having  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  instituting  of  a  new  Commandery  at  tha 
place  on  the  14th  inst. 

Not  knowing  your  Grand  Commander's  address,  I  have  to  request  that  yeu  ob- 
tain the  permission  as  early  as  practicable,  so  that  I  can  notify  Ascension  Com- 
mandery m  due  time. 

Yours  courteously, 

Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder. 

His  dispensations  and  decisions  are  correct.  Proceedings  local.  Treasurer's  re- 
port shows  a  balance  in  hand  of  $3164.54. 

We  note,  with  disgust  as  well  as  regret,  that  the  Grand  Commander  stultified 
the  Order  and  made  a  simpleton  of  himself  by  allowing  one  of  his  subordinates 
to  parade  in  full  uniform  on  ''Decoration  Day !"  In  perfect  resemblance  to  a 
flock  of  sheep,  which  follows  its  leader  anywhere,  the  Grand  Commandery  went 
back  on  its  latest  and  only  sensible  action  on  this  subject,  and  approved  this  dis. 
pensation. 

Our  venerable  friend  and  brother.  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  is  the  author  of  quite  a 
lengthy  report  on  F.  C,  in  which  the  doings  of  38  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously 
and  ably  digested,  Mississippi  for  1888  and  1889  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of 
attention.  After  copying  our  remark  in  reference  to  Dress  Parade  Religion — 
yclept  "Easter  and  Ascension  Day  services" — he  has  this  to  say : 

Now,  comrades,  what  do  you  think  of  our  critic  ?  We  think  he  is  heterodox- 
ically  orthodox,  more  than  half  right,  and  we  concur  with  him  in  censuring  all 
display  where  vanity  is  both  the  exciting  cause  and  the  end. 

Again,  in  reference  to  our  speech  to  Vermont  on  ''Decoration  Day,"  and  re- 
ligious parades,  we  are  glad  to  have  his  endorsement,  which  he  gives  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Whenever  Commanderies  petition  for  such  indulgencies,  it  seems  to  us  that 
they  do  not  comprehend  a  tithe  of  the  Institution  of  which  they  pretend  to  be 
members.  In  fact,  such  displays  are  strong  evidence  that  they  believe  the  Order 
was  organized  solely  to  perform  escort  duty,  and  to  them  it  should  be  of  small 
importance  what  was  to  be  escorted  if  it  was  for  the  nonce  popular,  although  its 
popularity  might  be  local  and  circumscribed.  Conceiving  that  the  Order  was 
established  for  other  and  higher  purposes,  we  cannot  approve  of  such  dispensa- 
tions. 

That  the  Fort  Scott  &  Natchez  Railroad  is  now  being  built  and,  when  finished,, 
this  scribe,  if  spared  to  see  that  time,  will  take  a  trip  to  Kansas  City  and  shake 
the  hand  of  our  friend  and  Sir  John.  We  would  be  glad  to  devote  more  attention 
to  Sir  John's  report,  which  is  always  good,  but  cannot. 

Sir  C.  W.  Hunt  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter,  same  as 
before. 


MAINE— 1889. 


Thirty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  May  9th. 
R.*.  E.*.  Jos  A.  Locke,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Recorder. 
Five  of  the  Grand  Officers  were  absent.  Fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies 
represented. 
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The  address  is  an  epitome  of  his  official  acts  and  deliverances  and  contains  but 
little  of  general  interest.  He  issued  quite  a  number  af  dispensations  on  the  'Hn< 
vasicn"  line,  others  authorizing  Commanderies  in  his  own  jurisdiction  to  visit  or 
entertain  each  other  ;  all  of  which  makes  me  tired.  He  allowed  others  to  go  to 
Bosting  on  ''Bunker  Hrll  Day.'*  Wonder  what  there  is  about  B.  H.  D.  to  make 
it  a  Masonic  occasion  more  than  ''Decoration  Day"  is,  which  latter  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  declared  was  not  such  an  occasion.  He  declined,  very  much  to  his 
credit,  though  very  much  against  his  will,  to  allow  one  of  his  detachments  to  join 
with  a  G.  A.  Post  in  the  observance  of  "Memorial  Day."  It  always  has  looked 
stupid  to  me  to  see  the  fuss  made,  both  North  and  South,  over  the  last  resting 
places  of  their  soldier  dead  and  the  serene  complacency  with  which  they  allow 
the  widows  and  children  of  those  same  dead  soldiers  to  "scratch  gravel,"  as  the 
saying  is,  for  their  daily  bread.     There  is  !ots  of  buncombe  in  the  world. 

The  Grand  Master's  Bull  against  Iowa  was  promulgated. 

As  a  whole  the  address  is  an  excellent  paper,  and  his  administration,  aside 
from  the  fallacies  named  above,  is  an  able  one.  Order  in  fine  condition.  Pro- 
ceedings local.     Finances  healthy. 

Our  old  friend  and  brother,  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  again  makes  the  Correspond- 
ence report,  in  which  he  passes  upon  the  transactions  of  thirty-six  Grand  Juris- 
dictions  in  his  usual  modest,  courteous  and  able  manner.  We  feel  honored 
because  our  brother  has  devoted  three  pages  of  his  report  almost  exclusively  to 
clippings  from  our  report  for  1888.  He  only  "kicks"  twice— the  first  time 
against  our  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  a  dimit,  aboat  which  he  says : 

It  might  happen  that  a  Knight,  removing  from  the  Jurisdiction,  should  ask 
for  a  dimit,  which  the  Commandery  is  unwilling  to  grant,  being  satisfied  that  he 
has  grown  immoral  and  unworthy.  The  Commandery  attempts  to  discipline  him, 
but  finds  it  impossible  to  prove  charges,  yet  the  members  feel  satisfied  that  he  is 
unworthy.  The  Knight  then  properly  demand.^  and  must  receive  a  discharge, 
but  the  recommendation  may  be  omitted.  There  is  no  more  reason  that  the 
Commandery  should  recommend  a  suspected  Frater  than  that  a  member  should 
recommend  a  candidate  whom  he  disapproves,  because  he  has  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  convict  him. 

Sir  Stephen  makes  out  a  pretty  good  case,  but  we  are  compelled  to  stick  to  our 
original  proposition,  i.  ^.,  that  if  a  dimit  is  anything,  it  is  an  endorsement  of  the 
worthiness  of  the  bearer,  if  not  so  stated  in  the  document  itself.  The  inference  is 
just  that  that  is  what  it  means. 

We  are  delighted  to  see  this  : 

"The  R.'.  £.'.  claims  to  be  as  truly  loyal  as  anybody,  and  to  have  as  high  a 
regard  for  the  nation's  dead,  but  he  does  not  think  Decoration  Day  or  the  Fourth 
of  July  proper  occasions  for  Templar  parades,  hence  refused  several  applications 
for  dispensations  for  those  purposes.  While  our  good  brother,  Stephen  of  Maine, 
don't  believe  this  doctrine,  we  know  it  to  be  sound  to  the  core." 

Wrong,  Sir  Knight.  We  disapprove  oi  parading  Decoration  Day  or  Fourth 
of  July,  and  dislike  the  attending  divine  service  in  uniform.  But  then  we  dis- 
approve of  some  other  things  that  we  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  grumble  about, 
either  because  we  cannot  help  them,  or  because  we  respect  the  right  of  other  peo- 
ple to  have  an  opinion,  even  when  we  do  not  respect  the  opinion. 

Reviewing  Maine,  he  says  Grand  Commander  Shaw's  address  "  is  a  pleasantly 
yrniltxk  resume  of  his  official  acts  for  the  year."  But  he  adds:  "  He  evidently 
believes  in  the  invasion  '  and  '  permission  to  cross  jurisdiction '  humbug,  which 
we  regret."  • 
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Our  pamphlet  for  1889  gets  but  a  page,  but  we  never  find  fault  with  Sir 
Stephen — his  head  is  almost  always  level  and  his  heart  is  always  right. 

We  copy  the  conclusion  of  the  report  in  full  and  append  the  names  of  the  com- 
mittee— names  that  are  an  honor  to  the  Pine  Tree  State  and  a  credit  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Maine: 

We  have  given  but  little  of  the  comment  on  the  Ritual.  Almost  every  Juris- 
diction desires  a  change  of  some  kind,  so  that  it  is  evident  that  the  present  form 
will  not  be  made  obligatory.  The  Iowa  case  will  bring  sharply  up  the  question 
of  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  We  have  strongly  urged,  ever  since 
we  took  the  pen  in  1876,  that  the  Grand  Encampment  should  confine  itself  to 
junketing  and  let  legislation  alone.  But  that  is  not  enough.  We  are  always  in 
danger  from  decisions,  which  can  make  black  white.  For  example  :  I.  Black 
and  white  are  not  colors.  II.  Black  is  simply  tAe  absence  of  light.  III.  Ergo: 
only  white  exists.  Thus  our  laws  are  changed  without  recourse.  It  is  unwise  for 
Grand  Commanderies  to  tie  their  own  hands  and  place  themselves  in  a  position 
to  be  bullied,  when  they  can  so  easily  limit  the  power  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. We  give  great  authority  to  government,  because  it  is  necessary  for 
national  preservation,  and  permit  policemen  to  be  tyrants  because  our  comfort  is 
occasionally  preserved  by  their  arbitrary  acts ;  but  why  we  should  set  up  a  tyr- 
anny  over  our  social  affairs  passeth  comprehension.  Let  Grand  Encampment  law 
be  obligatory  upon  its  subordinates,  and  recommendatory  to  Grand  Commander- 
ies, and  it  will  be  almost  unanimously  observed,  whiie  harmony  and  peace  will 
reign  from  Quoddy  Head  to  the  Golden  Gate. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Stephen  Berry, 
TosiAH  H.  Drummond, 
Edward  P.  Burnham, 

Committee. 

We  leave  Bro.  Berry  and  Maine  with  regret.  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


MISSOURI— 1889. 

The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  St.  Louis  April  23.  R.% 
E.'.  Sir  Allan  McDowell,  Grand  Commander;  W.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder. 
Forty-nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  twenty-four  Grand  Commanderies 
were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  but  is  a  well  written  and  com- 
prehensive paper.  It  refers  almost  entirely  to  local  matters,  hence  we  are  de- 
barred from  clipping.  He  reports  ''much  work  has  been  done,  and,  what  is  of 
much  more  importance,  it  has  been  good  work  on  the  choicest  material  which  the 
State  affords."  A  very  pleasant  state  of  affairs,  and  somewhat  phenomenal. 
Proceedings  local.     Finances  in  good  shape. 

We  find  a  very  interesting,  comprehensive  and  valuable  statistical  table,  pre- 
pared by  Grand  Recorder  Mayo,  in  the  appendix,  which  we  would  like  to  include 
in  our  report,  but  you  are  too  poor  to  pay  the  printing  bill.  Sir  Mayo  also  pre- 
sents the  report  on  Correspondence,  which  would  be  better  for  a  little  more  of 
Mayo  and  less  of  the  scissors.  He  compliments  us  by  making  copious  extracts 
from  our  observations  anent  the  Grand  Encampment  and  kindred  evils.  Re- 
ferring to  our  views  on  the  subject  of  Templars  in  uniform  in  God*s  house,  he 
says: 
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We  wonder  if  Sir  DeLap  was  to  drop  into  one  of  our  large  fashionable  churches 
in  any  large  city  on  a  bright  May  Sabbath  morning  and  see  the  elegant  silks  and 
satins,  the  fine  new  bonnets  that  adorn  and  beautify  three-fourths  of  any  congre- 
gation and  the  good  comfortable  cushioned  seats  in  which  the  other  fourth  (men) 
can  and  many  of  them  do  take  a  nice  quiet  sweet  little  nap  during  services,  if  he 
would  become  disgusted  with  all  religions. 

We  are  not  now,  nor  have  we  ever  been  disgusted  with  any  religion.  **  Pure 
religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and 
the  widow  in  their  affliction  and  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world."  This 
is  what  St.  James  calls  religion,  and  anything  that  lacks  any  of  the  above  requisites 
is  not  religion.  The  parties  referred  to  by  Bro.  M.,  a  goodly  number  of  them,  to 
draw  it  mildly,  as  well  as  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  Templars  who  desire 
to  attend  church  in  uniform,  belong  to  that  class  alluded  to  by  St.  Paul  as  having 
the  form  of  godliness,  but  deny  its  power.  From  such  he  directs  us  to  turn 
away,  hence  our  opposition  to  these  mockeries  ot  divine  worship  that  have  for 
their  object,  not  the  humble  adoration  of  the  Master,  but  rather  the  wish  to  dis- 
play their  showy  uniforms  and  make  themselves  conspicuous.  We  beg  to  inform 
Bro.  M.  that  in  our  remarks  about  the  different  kinds  of  uniforms  likely,  to  be  in 
Washington  we  wrote  "wear,"  not  **wore"  where  the  word  occurs  in  the  extract. 
Sir  Innes,  of  Michigan,  has  requested  us  to  kill  one  printer,  and  we  shall  certainly 
do  so  unless  he  mends  his  ways.     We  copy  as  follows  from  his  conclusions : 

Life  membership  is  receiving  some  attention  in  some  jurisdictions,  but  not 
much  yet ;  it  is  likely  to  become  a  live  issue  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

Tactics  and  drills  are  on  the  decline  and  it  is  tQ  be  hoped  that  prize  drills  in 
Templar  Masonry  will  soon  be  numbered  with  the  things  that  were. 

To  our  readers  we  now  say  in  conclusion,  read  the  extracts  we  have  selected 
for  you  from  the  different  States ;  study  our  table  of  statistics  at  the  head  of  this 
report,  and  you  will  be  very  well  posted  in  what  is  going  on  in  Templarism,  in 
their  numbers,  growth  and  prosperity,  or  adversity. 

With  good  will  toward  all,  heartv  thanks  to  those  writers  that  have  kindly 
noticed  our  jurisdiction — Grand  Old  Missouri — and  malice  towards  none. 

Sir  William  gets  up  a  good  report. 

Sir  Robt.  McCulloch  is  R.*.  E.*.  G.*.  C*. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter  same 
as  before. 


M  INNESOTA— 1889. 

The  Twenty- Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Austin  June  24. 
Sir  Jno.  A.  Schlenn,  R.*.  E/.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Re* 
corder ;  Representatives  of  seventeen  of  the  twenty  Commanderies  in  the  State 
were  present. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  exceptionally  good  one  but  is  confined 
mostly  to  matters  of  local  import.  His  **  conclusion  "  contains  so  much  of  the 
good,  beautiful  and  pure  that  we  copy  it  entire : 

CONCHJSION. 

In  the  days  of  ancient  chivalry  to  prove  the  bravest  knight  in  battle  and  thereby 
win  the  fairest  of  fair  women  was  the  ambition  of  the  valiant  knight;  and  if, 
failing  by  the  f^aracen's  hand,  he  might  feel  that  he  would  still  live  in  the  mem- 
ory of  her  he  loved,  death  bad  no  terror  for  him. 
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Such  was  the  devotion  of  the  ancient  knight  to  true  womanhood  in  the  twelfth 
century,  that  though  dead  his  influence  survives. 

To  day  we  are  not  called  upon  to  bare  onr  breasts  to  foeman's  sword  in  san- 
guinary contest,  yet  we  are  engaged  in  a  conflict  requiring  the  strongest  test  of 
manly  fortitude  and  courage.  Civilization  with  its  concommitant  evils  makes  life 
liie's  battle  an  heroic  struggle. 

If  we  would  wear  the  badge  of  knighthood  honorably,  we  must  wage^war 
against  vice  in  all  its  iorms.  Our  swords  must  be  turned  on  our  own  passions, 
and  manfully  fighting  our  way  Ve  shall  achieve  victories  more  glorious  than  those 
of  our  worthy  predecessors. 

If  we  would  strengthen  our  phalanx  by  accessions  from  the  world  at  large,  our 
recruits  must  be  men  of  pure  minds  and  noble  aspirations.  With  each  successive 
triennial  conclave  numerous  applications  are  made  for  the  orders  of  knighthood. 
The  coming  conclave  in  Washington  will  be  no  exception. 

May  I  not  be  pardoned  for  admonishing  you  to  guard  well  the  outposts  of  your 
respective  asylums  ? 

Numerical  strength  is  too  often  an  index  of  weakness,  and  large  commanderies 
are  less  less  potent  in  their  efficiency  than  smaller  ones.  Templarism  in  Minnesota 
to-day  is  no  experiment.  It  stands  forth  in  lusty  vigor,  combinining  inteli- 
gence,  wealth  and  influence.  It  will  continue  to  be  respected  and  potent  ior 
good,  just  as  long  as  its  votaries  are  true  to  themselves  and  to  the  principles  upon 
which  Templarism  is  founded. 

May  we  not  indulge  the  hope  that  no  mistake  of  ours  shall  ever  lessen  the  in- 
fluence of  this  cherished  organization  ? 

And  and  now,  dear  f raters,    the  time  has  arrived   for  me  to  return  to  you  the 

favel  which  by  your  suffrages  I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  fur  the  past  year, 
or  this  expression  of  your  confidence  and  esteem  and  for  the  kind  forbearance 
on  your  parr,  with  errors  and  omisions  resulting  from  inexperience  on  my  part,  I 
thank  you  most  sincerely.  For*the  consideration  and  support  accorded  to  me  by 
the  officers  of  this  Grand  Commandery  I  shall  ever  feel  profoundly  grateful. 

The  alacrity  and  zeal  with  which  they  performed  each  and  every  duty  assigned 
them,  deserves  more  than  passing  notice,  and  entitles  them  to  the  highest  meed 
of  praise.  The  aquaintances  which  have  ripened  into  warm  personal  friendships 
while  performmg  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me  wi41  last,  I  trust,  while  life  en- 
dures ;  and  should  it  please  God  to  prolong  my  days  until  that  time  when,  with 
tottering  steps  and  vision  dim  I  shall  feel  that  the  weight  of  years  is  upon  me,  I 
know  that  the  experience  ot  these  happy  days  and  their  pleasant  friendships  will 
make  life's  evening  sweeter  for  the  memories. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  say,  that  as  true  Knights  Templar  let  us  do  what  in 
us  lies  to  cultivate  and  develop  manly  excellence  in  ourselves. 

Let  us  foster  and  cherish  this  noble  organization,  so  useful  in  the  past,  so  benefi- 
cent in  the  present  and  giving  such  promise  for  the  future. 

Let  us  do  good  while  we  may  for  **  when  the  golden  bowl  of  life  is  breaking, 
when  our  faces  become  carved  in  storied  hieroglyphics  by  the  stylus  and  panta- 
graph  of  age,  each  act  of  kindness  done,  each  word  of  kindness  spoken,  will,  by 
natural  compensating  law,  return  like  the  dove  of  Ararat  to  the  soul  from  which 
it  was  sent,  bearing  with  it  branches  of  unfading  green  from  the  asylum  beyond 
the  river." 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  a  flourishing  condition — peace  and  harmony  pre- 
vailing. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  our  venerable  friend, 
Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  and,  like  its  predecessors  from  the  same  source,  is  first-class. 
Twenty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous  attention,  Mississippi  for 
1888  among  them.     Under  Colorado,  and  referring  to  the  Iowa  matter,  he  says  : 

Our  position  is  to  obey  the  law,  so  long  as  it  is  the  law,  whether  we  like  it  or 
not.     In  Masonic  matters  we  are  a  strict  constructionist,  and  do  not  subscribe  to 
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the  doctrine  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  question  the  validity  of  a  law  because  we 
do  not  like  it.  Obey  the  law  as  officially  promulgated.  At  the  proper  time  and 
place  use  our  endeavors  to  change. 

Although  it  is  maay  years  since,  yet  we  have  not  forgotten  the  teachings  of  the 
Masonic  slipper. 

We  are  also  inclined  to  obey  the  Law^  but  before  doing  so  we  must  be  sure  it  is 
law. 

After  quoting  Sir  Speed's  '  Christmas  observance  letter,"  he  adds : 

We  knew  Sir  Knight  Speed  when  we  were  both  many  years  younger  than  we 
are  now ;  we  have  always  entertained  a  high  respect  tor  him  personally  and  for 
his  undoubted  ^talents.  A  strong  thinker,  vigorous  writer,  tenacious  of  his 
opinions,  disposed  to  be  pugnacious  when  he  believes  himself  in  the  right,  he  cuts 
right  and  left  without  reference  to  whom  or  where  he  hits. 

We  must  be  permitted  the  remark  that  the  time  will  come  when  he  will  regret 
his  **open  letter"  and  some  other  matters  contained  in  his  address,  and  hence  we 
make  no  selections. 

We  are  iaclined  to  think  that  Sir  P.  is  mistaken  in  his  prophecy.  The  open 
letter  was  a  good  thing,  not  one  to  regret.  In  the  same  strain  he  goes  for  this 
Committee  as  follows : 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  presented,  as  heretofore,  by  Sir  £. 
G.  DeLap,  comprising  but  torty-six  pages,  yet  he  contrives  to  embody  a  large 
amount  ol  very  interesting  matter,  and  yet — well,  he  follows  the  footsteps  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  only  more  so,  in  denunciation  of  matters  that  have  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  Templar  world  for  a  couple  of  years  past. 

We  regret  that  our  brother's  nice  idea  of  loyalty  has  blinded  him  to  the  true 
inwardness  of  this  whole  matter,  including  the  legitimate  tendency  oi  the  **one- 
man"  power  arrangement. 

Under  Tennessee  we  find  this  in  answer  to  Bro.  Connor : 

Under  the  head  ot  Minnesota,  quoting  some  of  our  remarks  relative  to  the 
Grand  Conclave  at  Lake  City,  we  find : 

But  bless  you,  that  is  not  all.     Hear  his  last  flourish : 
"Why,  the  ladies  there  are  all  Knights  Templar,  at  least  in  sentiment." 
Gracious!  Art  thou  a  widower,  dear  Pierson?  It  thou  art, 
"Continue  so,  sweet  duck — continue  so." 

Widower !  No,  Sir.  If  we  have  accomplished  any  good  in  life,  we  owe  it  to 
the  one  who  has  been  our  guardian  angel  upward  of  fifty-four  years,  and  who  has 
accompanied  us  at  the  general  Grand  gatherings  for  thirty  odd  years  past  and 
hopes  to  accompany  us  to  the  next.  Perhaps  the  latter  fact  lurnishes  a  reason 
why  our  experience^  does  not  coincide  with  that  of  Sir  Knight  DeLap's,  or  Sir 
Knight  Connor's,  in  sight-seeing. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  Brother  and  Sister  P.  may  live  to  attend  thirty  more 
Annuals  together,  and  that  they  may  spend  an  eternity  of  blessedness  together 
in  heaven. 

Sir  W.  H.  Sanborn  is  Grand  Commander ;  Recorder  and  Correspondent  as 
before. 


MICHIGAN— 1889. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids  May 
2ist,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  P.  B.  Bigelow,  Grand  Commander,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  P. 
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Innes,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  stations.  There 
were  present  fifteen  Past  Grand  Commanders  (!)  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
manders, and  representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  (40)  save 
one ! 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper,  stamping  its  author  as 
being  alive  to  the  sublime  mission,  beauties  and  teachings  of  the  Order.  Unlike 
some  others  we  wot  of,  he  evidently  considers  the  mission  of  the  Institution  as 
extending  beyond  the  glory  of  a  dress  parade,  a  champagne  supper,  or  as  a 
means  of  elevating  some  nicompoop  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Templars. 
His  dispensations  were  issued  for  wise  purposes,  and  we  note  with  pleasure  that 
those  for  parades  on  other  than  Masonic  or  Templar  occasions,  were  refused. 
From  his  decisions  we  quote  the  following  : 

What  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue  when  the  candidate  says  that  he  has  an 
objection  against  participating  in  the  usual  manner?  It  seems  that  there  should 
be  some  way  to  avoid  the  difficulty.  *  •  *  * 

My  answer  was :  Substitute  pure  water,  and  may  God  'bless  and  keep  him 
steadfast  in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  resolution,  and  forbid  that  we  should 
insist  on  his  conforming  to  any  rite  or  ceremony  that  would  cause  him  to  become 
a  victim  of  the  greatest  curse  that  afflicts  mankind. 

In  which  we  concur  and  say  amen  to  the  prayer  ! 

We  note,  with  regret,  that  he  promulgated  the  Bull  of  Excommunication 
against  Iowa.     **  Hadn't  ought  to  have  done  it." 

Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  distinguished  dead  of  sister  jurisdictions, 
and  his  own  is  congratulated  upon  the  remarkable  fact  that  no  officer  of  the 
Giand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  past  or  present,  had  been  called  away  by 
death.  He  visited  more  than  half  of  his  subordinates,  we  trust  with  mutual 
pleasure  and  profit.  The  address  is  short,  but  is  entitled  to  the  endorsement, 
"  Multum  inparv:' 

Bro.  Innes  submitted  a  special  report  on  Correspondence  in  reference  to  the 
'the  birth  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Wyoming  and  Montana,  in  which  he 
uses  the  following  language : 

The  trumpet  sounds  from  the  Templar  wall  convey  the  gratifying  intelligence 
that  unto  us  are  given  two  new  sister  Grand  Bodies.  Two  constellations  added 
to  our  Templar  sky ;  two  Grand  Commanderies  are  organized  and  take  their  stand 
prepared  for  such  work  as  may  add  to  the  fame  of  Templar  Masonry  of  the 
world,  and  of  the  far  Northwest  in  particular. 

Had  we  been  doing  thie,  we  should  have  said :  '*  Unto  us  a  child  is  born,"  and 
its  twins!  •* 

We  heard  a  Baptist  preacher  hold  forth  on  the  day  of  his  wedding  from  the 
text,  *<  Unto  us  a  child  is  born  and  unto  us  a  son  is  given."  Although  we  were 
a  boy  then,  it  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  have  been  more  delicate  had  he  waited 
awhile  before  taking  so  suggestive  a  text. 

However,  there  is  no  connection  between  Sir  William's  report  and  this  story. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  made  the  following  report : 

Your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  ritual  b^  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the  two  resolutions  referred 
to  them : 

Resolved^  That  while  this  Grand  Commandery  has  been  and  is  earnest  in  its 
loyalty  and  fealty  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  believes  it  to  be  unwise  for  the 
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Grand  Encampment  to  attempt  to  prescribe  a  ritual  for  the  several  Grand  Com- 
manderies;  it  believes  that  such  legislation  is  impractical  and  pernicious ;  it 
believes  that  each  Grand  Commandery  should  be  accorded  the  liberty  to  prescribe 
such  orderly  and  knightly  forms  for  inculcating  the  principles  and  precepts  of 
our  Older  as  shall  best  convey  their  sublime  teachings  and  best  subserve  the  in- 
terest of  Templar  Masonry  within  its  jurisdiction.  Full  in  this  belief,  this  Grand 
Commandery,  unhesitatingly  but  respectfully  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  1886,  by  which  it  attempted  the  futile  work  of  es- 
tablishing a  uniformity  of  ritual,  ought  to  be  rescinded ;  and  the  delegates  from 
this  Grand  Commandery  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  in- 
structed to  use  all  reasonable  and  knightly  efforts  to  this  end. 

Which,  after  full  discussion,  was  adopted,  and  which  proves  conclusively  that 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  is  a  very  sensible  body  of  men.  'The  order 
is  in  a  lively  condition  in  Michigan.  Finances  healthy.  Our  old  and  valued 
friend  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  Wm.  P.  Innes  submitted  the  report  on  Correspondence  in 
which  the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  re- 
viewed, Mississippi  lor  1889  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of  courteous  attention. 
He  quotes  the  remarks  of  G.*.  C*.  Speed  in  re  the  Iowa  matter  in  full,  but  with- 
out comment.  We  are  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  Sir  Speed's  position  has 
the  endorsement  of  Sir  William,  he  (Wm.)  being  a  Templar  of  sense  and  judg- 
ment. We  copy  as  follows  for  the  benefit  of  Bro.  Power,  who  is  alone  at  fault, 
and  who  we  will  try  and  have  executed  with  a  stuffed  club  at  an  early  day  : 

KILL  THE  PRINTER. 

Say,  Sir  DeLap,  kill  your  printer.  He  makes  you  review  our  "Twenty-third  '' 
Conclave,  held  last  May.  It  would  have  been  all  right  if  the  "three"  was  where 
the  "two"  is.  And  here  you  go  again :  "William  Pitt  Innes  !  "  Oh,  no !  Put 
"Power**  where  "Pitt'*  is  and  you  have  hit  it.  Your  John  L.  and  ourselves  are 
both  Power(iul)  men.     Do  you  see  the  joke  ? 

W*e  see  the  goak  plainly.  For  Sir  William's  kindly  words  of  sympathy  for  us 
in  our  affliction  we  are  more  than  grateful.  We  copy  the  following  from  his 
opening  and  commend  his  remarks  on  the  two  subjects  named,  "Ritual,  Rebel- 
lion*' and  the  A.  and  A.  Rite  to  all  sensible  men  as  being  the  soundest  kind  of 
sound  doctrine : 

Our  best  wishes  will  be  with  those  who  attend  the-  coming  Conclave  in  Wash- 
ington— the  most  important,  to  our  mind,  since  the  memorable  meeting  in 
Chicago  in  1859.  The  responsibility  is  great,  the  differences  almost  unreconcil- 
able,  and  nothing  but  calm  deliberation  and  great  wisdom  can  safely  land  us  in 
the  waters  of  peace.  Concessions  must  be  made — many  pages  written  and  words 
spoken,  must  be  obliterated  from  our  minds  ere  peace,  in  word  and  deed,  can  be 
realized.  The  speck  of  rebellion,  and  the  haughty  words  of  defiance,  must  give 
place  to  conservatism,  and  all  must  agree,  in  the  future,  to  live  in  peace,  love 
and  unity,  in  deed  as  well  as  in  word.  For  ourselves,  we  hope  for  the  best  results 
in  this  direction,  and  that  it  will  be  obtained  we  have  very  little  doubt.  The 
uniform  question  is  now  settled ;  let  us  give  our  best  efforts  to  the  ritual  question, 
and  ere  we  part  let  that  be  finally  settled ;  yea,  settled,  so  that  the  most  unin- 
formed will  know  it  is  seUUd, 

Above  all,  let  the  legislation  on  matters  relative  to  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  be  eliminated  positively  and  absolutely  from  Templar  legislation. 
Templar  masonry  cannot  afford  to  travel  outside  of  its  sphere,  and  decide  on  the 
legitimacy  of  any  body  called  Masonry  with  which  she  is  not  in  any  way  con- 
nected.    We  hope  and  pray  that  ere  the  Grand  Encampment  adjourns,  such 
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legislation  will  be  had  as  will  forever  bury  this  suicidal  controversy,  which  is  not 
"worth  the  powder."  even  if  every  ntterance  against  the  so-called  illegitimate 
bodies  was  true.  We  have  no  quarrel  with  those  who  are  advocating  either  side 
of  the  question,  but  do  enter  our  knightly  protest  against  the  warfare  kept  up 
between  Knights  as  noble  as  any.  We  must  say,  "hands  ofT* — the  continual 
quarreling  forebodes  no  good  to  Templar  masonry,  and  engenders  feelings  that 
never  ought  to  enter  the  Templar  heart.  We  know  whereof  we  speak.  But, 
hold !  enough  on  this  line  of  thought,  (although  we  could  easily  fill  a  book.) 
We  are  reminded  we  have  other  duties  to  perform,  and  proceed  with  the  work  by 
introducing  the  first  jurisdiction  in  line,  namely :  Alabama. 

We  also  clip  the  very  appropriate  closing  to  •  report  covering  279  pages: 

We  are  satisfied  that  brevity  will  show  our  wit  in  not  inflicting  along  closing  to 
our  already  "more  than  enough"  report 

We  greet  you  one  and  all,  and  commend  you  to  the  watchful  eye  of  Him 
"who  careth  for  us  more  than  we  deserve." 

May  every  joy  be  yours  and  prosperity  attend  you,  is  our  parting  words. 

We  fully  reciprocate  the  kindly  sentiment  therein  expressed. 
Sir  John  A.  Gerow  is  R.-.  E  •.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


MASSACHUSETTS    AND    RHODE    ISLAND— 1888. 

A  Semi- Annual  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Providence,  May  25,  at  which 
the  attendance  was  good — nearly,  if  not  all,  the  subordinates  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander*s  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts,  and  con- 
tains nothing  of  general  interest.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Eighty-second  Annual  Conclave  crnvened  in  the  "Hub"  October  26. 
Sir  Geo.  H.  Allen,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  AKred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  R.  E.  is  evidently  a  man  of  few  words  as  his  annual  address  is  very  short. 
However,  as  he  manages  to  make  himself  understood  and  conveys  the  informa- 
tion he  wishes  to  to  his  command  we  will  not  complain.  He  issued  quite  a  num- 
ber of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes. 

As  these  Proceedings  are  rapidly  approaching  the  age  of  two  years — we  write 
January  16,  1890,  and  as  we  may  receive  those  of  1889  before  furnishing  this 
report,'we  will  say  good-bye  to  this  part  of  the  pamphlet  and  pass  on  to  the  F. 
C.  report,  which  is  an  able  and  exhaustive  production,  the  work  of  Bro.  Chap- 
man. Grand  Recorder,  and  two  preachers,  Bros.  Rugg  and  Dadum — a  kind  of 
three-barreled,  lo-inch  Columbiad,  each  barrel  loaded  for  bear!  They  open  as 
follows : 

In  presenting  the  report,  the  committee  beg  to  say  that  the  reviews  it  has  been 
their  duty  to  make,  have  been  kept  within  discreet  limits,  not,  however,  to  the 
neglect  of  a  close  observation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Com- 
manderies  hereinafter  mentioned. 

In  many  cases  we  have  omitted  to  add  the  titles  to  the  names  of  officer?, 
especially  where  the  proper  titles  of  office  are  well  understood.  This  is  in  the 
interest  of  economy  more  than  of  compliment. 

As  in  the  report  of  1887,  the  committee  divided  the  labor  and  the  initial  of 
each  member  is  appended  to  his  work. 

The  whole  is  submitted  to  your  judgment,  we  hope  to  your  favor. 
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Each  one  of  the  trio  does  his  work  well,  and  the  paper,  as  a  whole,  is  worthy 
of  the  oldest  Templar  Jurisdiction  on  the  continent.  Our  pamphlet  for  1888 
fell  into  the  hands  of  our  Rev.  Bro.  Rugg,  who  devoted  four  pages  to  our  little 
band.     Referring  to  our  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  says : 

Evidently  Sir  DeLap  sees  only  the  darker  side.  His  charges  are  altogether  too 
sweeping.  We  have  known  of  instances  where  no  liquors  were  furnished  by 
Grand  Commanderies  at  the  headquarters  of  such  bodies  on  Triennial  occasions. 
The  majority  of  the  representatives  gathered  at  Triennial  Conclaves  are  temper- 
ate, virtuous  men,  who  estimate  the  Order  according  to  its  declared  principles  and 
teachings.  This,  at  least,  is  our  judgment,  based  on  what  we  have  seen  and 
heard.  Wendell  Phillips  held  that  it  was  needful  sometimes  to  exaggerate,  in 
order  to  make  an  impression  and  promote  a  work  of  reform  ;  perhaps  the  earnest, 
vigorous  words  of  Sir  DeLap,  albeit  he  paints  the  picture  somewhat  too  darkly, 
will  have  a  wholesome  effect  and  tend  to  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  the  Tem- 
plar organization.  There  is  need  enough  of  resisting  the  tide  of  intemperance 
and  licentiousness,  which  threatens  destruction  to  all  that  is  fairest  and  best. 
We  think  the  Grand  Encampment  h*s  some  practical  utility,  and  maybe  so  gov- 
erned and  directed  as  to  become  more  useful.  To  this  end  we  agree  with  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Mississippi  Reporter,  that  there  ought  to  be  less  of  parades  and 
festivities  than  now  characterize  the  Triennial  meetings;  that  more  attention 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  business,  and  that  the  best  men  in  morals  and  character 
should  be  selected  for  legislators  in  the  highest  Templar  body. 

We  were  never  accused  of  being  pessimistic  on  any  subject,  and  plead  **  no^ 
guilty  "  in  the  present  case.  We  may  have  been  too  sweeping  in  our  expressions, 
and  if  so,  we  are  sorry.  We  are  also  sorry  that  we  cannot  devote  more  space  to 
extracts  from  this  excellent  report,  but  so  it  is,  and  we  must  say  good-bye  and 
God  bless  you  to  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  their  able  Correspondence 
Committee. 

Sir  Edward  I.  Freeman  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres. 
pondence  Committee  same  as  before. 


MARYLAND— 1888. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  November 
27.  Sir  J.  A.  Chas.  Kahler,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Chas.  T.  Sisco,  Grand  Re- 
corder.    All  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  an  epitome  of  official  acts  and  deliverances  in  which  we  find 
nothing  of  general  interest.     Proceedings  local.     Order  healthy. 

Grand  Recorder  Sisco,  after  long  and  faithful  service,  retired  from  that  position 
much  to  the  regret  of  the  Grand  Body.  Our  old  friend  and  Bro.  Sir  Fred.  J.  S. 
Gorgas  is  the  author  of  the  Correspondence  report,  covering  139  pages,  in  which 
the  minutes  of  thirty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  considered, 
Mississippi  for  1888  among  the  number.  Bro.  Gorgas  copies  largely  from  our  pro- 
ceedings. Sir  Speed's  Christmas  circular  and  Iowa  protest  entire,  and  has  a  pleas- 
ant word  for  this  Committee  which  is  appreciated.  We  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  more  of  Gorgas  and  less  of  scissors  would  improve  our  brother's  reports,  good 
as  they  are.  We  would  devote  more  space  to  Maryland  but  for  the  fact  that  these 
proceedings  are  becoming  venerable  with  age — going  on  two  years.  (We  write 
January  21,  1890).     Seems  to  us  that  the  pamphlet  for  1889  should  have  reached 
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US  ere  this.     It  may  do  so  before  we  close  our  report,  and  if  so,   we  will  do  our 
best  for  them. 

Sir  Chas.   McDonald   was  elected   Grand  Commander ;    Sir  John  H.  Miller, 
Grand  Recorder ;  Correspondent  as  before. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— 1889. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  May  23.  Sir 
John  A.  Porter,  R.*.  E,*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson,  Grand 
Recorder.  The  Credential's  report  showed  the  presence  of  representatives  from 
eight  subordinates. 

The  Giand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  covering  but  three  pages  of  the 
pamphlet,  and  yet  it  contains  all  that  he  had  to  report,  couched  in  good  English. 
He  suggests  that  a  development  of  the  social  features  of  the  order  would  result 
in  much  benefit  to  the  institution  in  that  State.  It  depends  altogether  upon  what 
sort  of  social  ''features"  are  developed. 

His  dispensations  except  the  one  authorizing  a  Virginia  Commandery  to  enter 
the  State  are  correct.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  James  Southgate  submitted  a  short  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in 
which  the  twenty-five  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous  notice — our  own 
not  of  the  number — changing  the  time  of  meeting  from  August  to  May  being  the 
reason.     We  clip  the  following  from  his  * 'closing"  : 

We  are  sincerely  grateful  for  the  kind  interest  manifested  by  our  fraters  in  our 
health,  and  trust  we  may  ever  merit  their  good  will  and  friendship.  What  are  we 
without  charity  or  love,  which  is  the  bond  of  peace  and  the  perfection  of  every 
virtue  ?  *'Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  these  three  :  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  Chari- 
ty. Faith  may  be  lost  in  sight ;  Hope  ends  in  fruition  ;  but  Charity  extends 
beyond  the  grave  to  the  boundless  realms  of  eternity."  Let  us  cultivate  this  vir- 
tue and  we  will  be  better  men  and  Masons. 

The  writer's  own  miserable  feelings  must  be  his  excuse  for  so  brief  a  notice  of 
the  "Old  North  State." 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspon- 
dence unchanged. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 1888. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  Concord,  September  25th.  Sir  John  J. 
Bell,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Geo.  F.  Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder.  Nine  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  is  local  in  its  references  except  where  the  R.*.  £.*.  makes  a  lame 
appeal  for  the  retention  of  the  stupid  custom  of  granting  permission  to  Comman- 
deries oi  other  States  to  ''invade,"  etc.  He  sends  up  a  wail  because  "in  some 
instances  Commanderies  from  other  jurisdictions  have  seen  fit  to  come  here  and 
appear  in  public  >v ithout  asking  or  receiving  permission  from  me."  Heavens! 
can  such  things  be  and  not  excite  our  direst  dread  of  the  consequences  sure  to 
result  from  such  unseemly  conduct  ?     He  takes  occasion  to  pitch  into  sundry  and 
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divers  members  of  the  ''corps'*  for  expressing  their  opinion  of  the  stupid  stupidity 
of  this  Bort  of  "boncombe  tomfoolery"  characterizing  their  very  sensible  remarks 
AS  being  ''stilted  and  almost  bombastic."  Sad,  is'nt  it  ?  He  says  he  granted  dis- 
pensations in  numerous  instances  to  his  subordinates  to  put  on  their  "biled  shirts, 
cocked  hats  and  trnsty  swords,"  and  strut  around,  but  does  not  say  what  for. 
Probably  Decoration  Day,  The  Glorious  Fourth,  Grand  Army  reunions  and  sich. 

He  pays  appropriate  tribute  to  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  juris- 
dictions. 

The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  state.  In  the  report  of  "Committee  on  Doings  of 
Grand  Officers,"  we  find  the  following  which  strikes  as  as  the  most  singularly  ex- 
pressed endorsement  that  we  have  ever  seen,  and  we  would  feel  relieved  if  some 
kind  friend  and  frater  would  rise  and  explain  just  what  it  means : 

BUsolvsdy  That  in  the  constancy  and  dispatch  of  R.*.  £.*.  G.  C.  John  James 
Bell,  this  Grand  Commandery  recognizes  an  eminent  Sir  Knight  and  extends  to 
him  its  fraternal  commendation  and  ofHcial  approval. 

The  report  on  correspondence  reviews  the  transactions  of  34  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1888  among  them,  and  it  is  the  work  of,  we  do  not  know 
who,  as  the  minutes  do  not  say.     It  is  a  fairly  good  report. 

Sir  £.  R,  Kent  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  re-elected  ;  Sir  John  J. 
Bell,  Reporter. 


NEW  YORK— 1888. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  Albany,  October  9th,  R.*.  E.-.  Sir  Theo. 
£.  Haslehunt,  G.  C;  Sir  Robt.  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers 
were  in  their  places.     Fifty-five  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

Pending  the  opening  of  Grand  Conclave,  sundry  addresses  of  welcome  and  re- 
sponses thereto  were  indulged  in. 

The  Grand  Commander's  phiz  adorns  the  first  page  of  the  pamphlet.  We  say 
* 'adorns,"  advisedly,  as  he  is  really  a  fine  looking  frater.  His  address  is  short 
and  well  written — much  of  the  spac^  being  taken  up  with  sketches  of  the 
courteous  dead  of  the  Empire  State.     Peace  to  their  ashes. 

The  Grand  Commander  issued  ten  dispensations  for  public  parades  but  does  not 
say  for  what  purpose.  One  to  allow  one  of  his  subordinates  to  past  through  a 
sister  jurisdiction,  and  one  to  a  Foreign  Commandery  to  "invade,"  etc.  Proceed- 
ings local.     Order  in  splendid  shape.     Finances  healthy. 

We  clip  the  following,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  from  the 
report  on  F.  C,  which  explains  itself  : 

In  presenting  this,  the  Thirty-sixth  annual  report  on  Correspondence,  a  word  of 
explanation  is  necessary. 

At  the  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  held  October  9th,  at  which  this  report  (incomplete)  was  presented,  the 
chairman,  M.*.  £.*.  Sir  John  W.  Simons,  was  unable  to  be  in  attendance,  owing 
to  his  severe  illness ;  and,  in  order  that  the  report  might  be  completed  in  time 
for  the  printing  of  the  transactions,  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  (elect) 
requested  the  writer  to  undertake  the  work. 

The  duty  assigned  was  in  all  respects  a  labor  of  love,  for  gladly  would  I  have, 
at  any  time,  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  aid  of  my  friend  and  loved  Sir  Knight 
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Simons.  I  regarded  the  task  a  temporary  one,  trusting  that  the  chairman  might, 
as  of  old,  continue  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  for  which  he  was  so  eminently  and 
peculiarly  fitted ;  but,  alas  "  man  proposes  and  God  overrules,"  and  it  becomes 
my  sad  duty  to  announce  that  he.  whose  pen  has  illumined  the  pages  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  for  the  past  thirty-six  years,  is  no  more. 

The  teeming  brain  is  still — the  hand  is  powerless — M.*.  E.*.  Sir  John  W. 
Simons  departed  this  life  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  in  his  sixty-eighth  vear. 

This  does  not  seem  to  me  the  time,  nor  is  it  my  province  (tha^  being  the  privi- 
lege of  others,)  to  pay  a  tribute  to  his  memory. 

It  will  ever  be  green  in  our  hearts,  and  the  remembrance  of  him  is  naught 
but  pleasant  Enemies,  he  had  none.  Friends,  he  had  many — not  only  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  but  in  all  sections  where  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  had  an 
abiding-place. 

We  most  cordially  reciprocate  the  fraternal  and  knightly  greetings  of  our  dis- 
tinguished brother,  and,  while  sincerely  and  deeply  mourning  the  loss  of  our  ven- 
erable and  gifted  friend,  Sir  Simon?,  congratulate  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
New  York  that  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  one  so  well  qualified  to  wear  it. 

Mississippi,  for  1888,  as  well  as  nearly  all  the  Templar  governing  6odie«  of 
the  world,  receive  courteous  attention.  As  the«e  proceedings  are  many  moons 
old — we  wrife  this  January  15,  1890 — we  will  close  our  notice  of  New  York,  as 
it  is  possible  we  may  receive  the  pamphlet  for  1889  before  closing  this  report. 

Sir  Austin  C.  Wood  isR.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Robert  Macoy,  Grand 
Recorder  ;  Correspondent,  as  before. 


OHIO  — 1889. 


The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  August 
14th,  Sir  William  T.  Walker,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  N.  Bell,  Grand 
Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  save  two  ;  all  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  represented,  except  one.  There  were  also  present  a  long  list 
of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives,  our  own  included. 

The  address  of  G.*.  C*.  Walker  is  an  epitome  of  his  official  acts  and  deliver- 
ances, and  stamps  him  as  an  able,  conscientious  and  painstaking  officer.  He 
reports  a  death  roll  of  70,  421  creations,  97  admissions,  52  reinstated,  161 
dimitted,  134  suspended,  16  expelled,  and  a  net  increase  for  the  year  of  189. 
Pfesei^t  membership,  6133.     **  Peace  and  prosperitv  reign  within  our  borders." 

An  escapade,  but  of  what  character  he  does  not  say,  of  a  few  Master  Masons, 
occurred   in  Zanesville.     Probably  this   is  some  move  of  the  Cerneau   muddle. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  distinguished  dead 
of  Ohio,  among  their  number  being  P.-.'G.*.  C*.  Reh winkle  and  P.\  G.*.  G.'. 
T.  F.  Nieman.     Peace  to  their  ashes. 

He  made  quite  a  number  of  decisions,  and  correct  ones,  except  his  refusal  to 
allow  a  subordinate  to  confer  the  Orders  on  a  non-resident,  elected  in  a  sister 
Commandery  in  another  State,  the  electing  Commandery  requesting  the  Ohio 
Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders.  As  compliance  would  only  have  been  an  act 
of  courtesy,  we  can  see  no  good  reason  for  asking  the  Grand  Commander's  con- 
sent to  perform  the  service,  and  still  less  for  him  to  refuse,  because  the  request 
did  not  come  through  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  other  State. 
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Some  of  our  Ohio  fraters,  however,  seem  to  have  as  little  idea  of  the  finer  sen- 
sibilities of  human  nature  and  the  demands  of  Christian  charity  and  humanity 
as  the  R.*.  E.*.  has  of  knightly  courtesy,  as  the  following,,  also  taken  from  his 
decisions,  abundantly  proves : 

Question, — A  member  of  our  Commandery,  who  is  in  arrears  for  d\ies  for  three 
years,  is  now  and  has  been  for  a  year  an.  imbecile  or  lunatic  ;  how  can  the  Com- 
mandery proceed  to  collect  the  dues  or  enforce  the  penalty,  he  being  non  compos 
mtnHs? 

The  answer  does  credit  to  the  head  and  heart  ot  our  brother,  although  we 

would  have  liked  it  better  had  he  suspended  the  charter  of  the  Commandery  until 

such  time  as  its  members  should  get  some  little  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 

the  Order  and  of  Christian  or  Masonic  charity.     Here  is  what  he  says  to  them: 

Answer. — I  know  of  no  way  by  which  dues  can  be  collected  from  a  member 
who  is,  and  has  been  for  the  past  year,  an  imbecile  or  lunatic,  and  I  doubt  the 
propriety  of  even  attempting  the  collection.  Humanity  in  such  a  case  would 
seem  to  require  that  the  Commandery  should  remit  his  dues  and  keep  the  Sir 
Knight  in  good  standing  until  such  time  as  he  should  recover  or  pass  away.  A 
Commandery  cannot  escape  the  duty  it  owes  to  one  of  its  members  who  becomes 
a  fflicted  with  a  disease  even  worse  than  death  itself. 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  of  a  local  character.  The  report  on  Correspondence 
is  again  the  production  of  that  '*  giant  intelleck,"  Enoch  T.  Carson.  It  covers  i8o 
pages,  and  is  chuck  full  of  Carson  from  beginning  to  end.  To  some  people,  notably 
Carson,  the  fact  stated  above  enhances  the  value  of  the  report  very  largely ;  while 
to  others,  and  the  number  is  respectable,  both  in  number  and  sense,  a  little  of 
Carson  goes  a  long  way.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  ability  of  Enoch,  and  still 
less  of  the  fact  that  he  knorus  he's  smart,  and  directs  his  energies  towards  con- 
vincing his  readers  that  he  knows,  not  a  great  deal,  but  all  there  is  to  be  known, 
while  the  balance  of  us  are  a  set  of  fools !  Doubtless  the  old  crank  enjoys  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  as  nobody  cares  what  estimate  he  places  upon  them,  or  says 
about  them,  we  are  in  favor  of  letting  him  *'rip."  We  have  often  said  before, 
and  repeat  it  now  that  the  old  brother  gets  up  a  first-class  report,  but  it  would 
be  better  if  there  was  less  egotism  in  it  and  more  charity  for  the  sensibilities  ot 
the  numskulls  he  is  talking  to.  We  are  poor  and  weak,  numerically  and  finan- 
cially, and  yet  we  propose  to  clip  the  entire  review  of  Mississippi  for  1889  from 
this  report,  to  show  you  the  character  of  this  doughty  knight  of  the  quill. 

We  wish  to  say  in  advance  that  nothing  he  has  to  say  in  reference  to  this  com- 
mittee has  disturbed  our  equanimity  or  digestion  in  the  slightest  degree ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  we  would  have  enjoyed  the  whole  review  but  for  his  sneering  ref- 
erence to  the  weakness  of  our  Grand  Body,  and  the  evidently  low  estimate  he 
places  upon  the  personnel  of  the  Order  in  Mississippi.  In  this  connection  we 
desire  to  say  that  we  thank  the  good  Lord  thai  there  is  no  Commandery  or  indi- 
vidual Knight  in  Mississippi  who  is  so  mean,  so  contemptible,  or  so  lost  to  every 
principle  of  humanity,  as  to  wish  to  discipline  a  lunatic  for  non-payment  of  dues ! 
While  we  are  not  numerous,  the  few  there  are  of  us  are  blest  with  souls. 

With  these  few  remarks  we  now  lay  before  you  Sir  Enoch's  review  of  the  trans- 
actions of  Mississippi  for  1889: 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was  held  in 
Meridian,  February  12,  1889,  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Of  the  thirteen  Grand  Officers  five  were  absent. 

There  were  eighteen  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  presient. 
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The  Grand  Commander's  address,  together  with  his  correspondence  with  Grand 
Master  Roome,  fills  twenty  pages. 

We  shall  not  pretend  to  foHow  Grand  Master  Speed  and  review  his  labored 
reply  to  and  protest  against  Grand  Master  Roome's  edict  against  Iowa,  and  his 
argument  to  prove  that  the  ritual  was  not  constitutionally  adopted.  A  few  ex- 
tracts must  suffice.  ' 

He  treated  Grand  Master  Roome's  edict  as  an  absolute  nulity,  and  therefore 
declined  to  promulgate  it  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  at  once  entered  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  usurpation  by  the  Grand  Master  of  powers  not  vested  in  him 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  addressed  a  letter  and  pro* 
test  to  him  to  that  effect.     The  letter  is  given  in  full  in  the  proceedings 

He  says,  addressing  his  Grand  Commandery — 

"You  are  well  aware  that  the  question  of  ritual  has  not  troubled  us  to  any 
marked  extent  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  if  the  controversy  which  has  grown  out  of 
lYi^  preietuled  oiioption  of  rituals  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Templar  Orders  at  St.  Louis, 
were  confined  to  a  mere  choice  between  one  form  of  words  and  another,  it  would 
not  have  enlisted  us  upon  either  side." 

Nothing  very  wonderful  in  that  statement.  The  ritual  should  not  trouble  Mis- 
sissippi to  any  great  extent,  inasmuch  as  but  seven  Knights  were  created  in  the 
jurisdiction  during  the  year,  and  the  total  membership  of  all  the  Commanderies 
is  only  198.  Four  Commanderies  did  not  initiate  a  single  Knight,  and  there  was 
a  loss  ot  eighteen  in  membership  during  the  year !  Astonishing  how  much  noise 
a  small  body  can  sometimes  make. 

He  informs  us  that  when  the  Grand  Encampment  was  organized  in  1816  seven 
Encampments  and  one  Council  formed  a  constitution,  and  under  and  by  virtue  of 
that  constitution  the  Grand  Commanderies  have  since  been  formed. 

This  is  true  ;  the  Grand  Encampment  was  not  organized  by  State  Orand  En- 
campments or  Grand  Commanderies.  Therefore  the  flimsy  theory  of  some,  that 
the  State  Grand  Encampment  or  Commanderies  reserved  to  themselves  certain 
rights  at  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  not  true. 

He  says  the  constitution  nowhere  gives  to  the  Grand  Encampment  or  any  of 
its  officers  powers  of  censure,  discipline,  or  admonition,  and  imposes  no  penalties- 
for  non-compliance  therewith. 

That  old  constitution,  Section  4,  Article  I,  provided  as  follows: 

"The  General  Grand  Master,  Deputy  General  Grand  Master,  General  Grand 
Generalissimo,  and  General  Grand  Captain-General  are  severally  authorized  and 
empowered  to  visit  and  preside  in  any  and  every  assembly  of  Knights  Templars 
of  the  Red  Cross  and  of  Malta  throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand 
Encampment,  and  to  give  such  instructions  and  directions  as  the  good  of  the  insti- 
tution may  require,  always  adhering  to  the  ancient  landmarks." 

It  would  appear  to  us  that  this  gave  great  powers  to  the  officers  to  preside  and 
to  give  directumsy  and  is  about  as  absolute  as  are  the  powers  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia. 

Grand  Commander  Speed  says  that  the  Grand  Master  mky  advise,  but  this  is 
the  extent  of  his  power. 

Now,  that  old  constitution  to  'which  Sir  Speed  refers  as  being  the  basis  upon 
which  the  whole  superstructure  has  been  reared  gives  him  power  to  advise  and 
direct.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  meaning  of  the  words  **  advise" 
and  "direct." 

He  argues,  it  does  not  follow  that  because  the  Grand  Encampment  had  adopted 
no  ritual  in  1886,  there  was  none  legally  existing.  Each  Grand  Commandery  had 
the  right  to  and  did  adopt  its  own  ritual. 

Therefore  Sir  Speed  would  have  us  infer  that  there  was  a  legally  existing  Grand 
Encampment  ritual.  We  do  not  see  it  in  that  light.  If  no  ritual  had  ever  been 
adopted,  then  certainly  there  was  none  legally  existing.  He  goes  into  a  tedious 
argument  to  prove  that  the  ritual  was  not  legally  adopted  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment at  St.  Louis.    The  argument  is  fallacious. 

Sir  Speed  is  reckless  in  his  charges  against  the  ritual  committee,  and  they  are  o*- 
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such  a  personal  and  unknightly  character  that  we  can  not  condescend  to  notice 
them,  bearing  in  mind  the  old  adage  that — 

'*He  who  handleth  pitch  will  be  defiled." 

Sir  Frederic  Speed,  of  Vicksburg,  was  elected  Grand  [Commander,  and  Sir  J. 
L.  Power  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  fraternal  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Sir  E.  Geo. 
PeLap.  It  is  a  characteristic  production;  no  one  else  could  write  it  but  the  afore- 
-said. 

Under  Connecticut  he  says : 

**  The  Grand  Commander  of  that  jurisdiction  issued  no  buncombe  dispensap 
tions,  except  those  to  attend  divine  service  in  uniform.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see 
the  day  when  the  children  of  Adam  will  recognize  the  fact  that  lip  service  and 
routine  religious  performances,  in  which  the  heart  is  not  interested,  count  for  but 
very  little  on  the  credit  side  of  that  Great  Book  of  Accounts  that  shall  be  opened 
on  the  last  day. 

Under  Illinois : 

**  The  Grand  Commander  issued  no  buncombe  dispensation  for  parade.  He 
did,  however,  allow  himself  to  conform  to  the  stupid  rule  in  regard  to  'invasion" 
of  another  jurisdiction — that  of  Iowa.  It  occurs  to  us  that  this  sort  of  far-fetched, 
nonsensical  nonsense  should  be  discontinued,  at  least  in  so  far  as  it  affects  the 
visiting  of  commands  in  different  States  of  our  common  eountry.  If  any  of  our 
•Commanderies  wished  to  visit  Canada,  or  any  other  foreign  country,  there  might 
be  some  sense  in  asking  permission  to  **ifn/ade,"  but  to  require  it  between  our 
4lifferent  States  is  the  essence  of  stupidity ! 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  three  and  a  half  pages. 

**  Much  of  Grand  Commander  Rehwinkel's  address  is  taken  up  with  sundry 
and  divers  quarrels,  appeals,  etc.,  much  of  the  trouble,  no  doubt,  originating  in 
the  senseless  efforts  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  to  help  the  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite  to  kill  out  its  enemy,  the  Cemeau  system.  We  have  never 
been  able  to  understand  the  action  of  this  Grand  Body  in  prohibiting  the  Knights 
of  its  obedience  from  loining  another  secret  society,  iht  principles  of  which  are 
known  to  be  neither  treasonable  or  revolutionary  in  their  character.  On  the  same 
principle  they  might  restrict  their  members  to  one  church  and  one  creed,  placing 
Jill  others  under  the  ban." 

There  is  about  as  much  cwaddle  and  nonsense  contained  in  these  few  lines  as 
could  be  compressed  into  them.  Of  course  Sir  DeLap  can  not  understand  it, — 
nothing  surprising  in  that ! 

Ohio  is  a  great  Slate,  and  we  have  a  great  big  Grand  Commandery.  TAerg 
were  554  Templars  Knighted  in  Ohio  in  1888  ;  in  Mississippi  only  Seven  were 
Knighted.  It  is  not  surprising  to  us  that  our  country  neighbors  do  not  understand 
our  metropolitan  ways  of  doing  things. 

Here  is  one  of  Sir  DeLap's  elegant  and  polished  sentences : 

**  As  Ohio  is  naturally  expected  to  feel  an  undue  interest  in  Carson's  Bastard 
Kitual,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  cheerfully  jump  on  to  Iowa  with  both 
leet." 

And  this  is  the  temperate,  polished  gentleman  who  is  continually  criticising 
others  for  using  intemperate  language.     Beautiful  and  lefined  consistency. 

Of  Grand  Commander  Rehwinkel's  decisions  he  says : 

**They,  as  well  as  his  dispensations  suit  us ;  taken  as  a  whole,  and  as  a  literary 
production,  the  address  is  an  able  paper  and  stamps  its  author  as  a  *'  prince  among 
his  equals." 

He  says  he  feels  sorry  for  us  (individually),  and  he  thinks  that  when  we  get 
through  with  Speed  of  Mississippi,  and  Vamum  and  Guilbert  of  Iowa,  and  Con- 
nor of  Tennessee,  at  Washington  in  October  next,  we  will  feel  sick.  It  is  possi- 
ble that  we  may  feel  sick,  but  it  will  not  be  the  parties  Sir  DeLap  names  who 
who  will  make  us  sick;  we  have  no  fears  on  that  score.  We  have  been  in  some 
ugly  Masonic  conflicts  before,  and  we  lived  through  them  and  didn't  get  very 
^ick  either,  and  we  have  never  yet  adopted  Jack  Falstaff's  philosophy, — 
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'*Ue  that  fights  and  runs  away 
May  live  to  fight  another  day." 

We  have  always  stayed  until  the  fight  was  over,  and  we  hope  to  stay  this  time 
until  the  last  lebellious  Templar  has  fled  from  the  field,  and  until  we  see  the 
banner  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  waving  in  victory  over 
the  foes  of  that  organization. 

He  reprints  the  Connor  Tennessee  rot  on  ritual  in  full. 

Of  course  Brother  DeLap  has  never  jeen  anything  good  in  the  Giand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  it  was  to  be  expected  that  be  would  be  opposed 
to  Grand  Master  Roome. 

In  the  conclusion  to  his  report  he  says : 

"The  Grand  Master  should  be  rebuked  for  his  arrogant  assumption  of  powers 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  low^a  should  be  sustained  in  her  action. 
The  essentials  of  the  ritual  should  be  agreed  upon  and  legally  promulgated,  and 
the  non-essentials  left  where  they  belong,  to  the  good  taste  and  judgment  of  the 
subordinate  Grand  Bodies.  That  uniformity  can  be  obtained  in  anything  beyond 
the  essential  points  in  the  ritual,  we  do  hot  believe  nor  do  we  consider  it  particu- 
larly desirable.  What  the  outcome  of  the  matter  will  be,  we  cannot  of  course 
tell,  but  we  cannot  believe  that  the  representatives  of  the  75,000  Templars  in  the 
United  States  will  endorse  the  arbitrary  excommunication  of  3,000  of  as  loyal,  in- 
telligent and  magnanimous  Sir  Knights  as  there  are  in  the  world  by  any  one  man. 
If  they  should  Ho  so,  they  may  reasonably  expect  a  similar  dose  on  the  slightest 
sign  of  a  disposition  to  assert  their  manhood,  and  we  shall  be  glad  of  it. 

Come  up  to  Washington,  Brother  DeLap,  bring  with  you  your  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  rank  and  file,  the  whole  two  hundred  and  twenty-five,  good,  bad  and 
indifferent,  and  you  will  see  and  hear  things  worthy  of  jour  serious  considera- 
tion. 

Pax  vobiscum. 

How  IS  all  the  above  for  high  ? 

We  have  no  response  to  Sir  Enoch  more  than  we  have  already  done. 

Sir  Henry  Perkins  is  G.  C. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent  continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1889. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Easton,  May  28,  1889.^ 
Sir  Wm.  W.  Allen,  Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand 
Recorder.  Representatives  of  58  out  of  the  65  Subordinate  Commanderies  were 
present.  Sundry  and  divers  distinguished  visitors  were  received  and  welcomed 
with  honors.  The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  an  exhau>tive  resume  of  his 
official  acts,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  matters  of  a  local  nature.  The  Grand 
Lodge  and  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  having  declared  the  *<Cerneau"  humbug  to 
be  clandestine  the  R.*.  £.*.  proceeds  to  give  the  concern  one  more  kick,  which 
he  does  in  a  general  order  reciting  the  above  facts,  and  closing  as  follows: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  William  W.  Allen,  Esq.,  Right  Eminent  Grand  Comman- 
der cf  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby 
require  that  you,  as  Eminent  Commander  of  your  Commandery,  ascertain  as  early 
as  possible  ii  any  of  your  members  are  unaffiliated  Master  Masons  or  Royal  Arch 
Mason?,  or  are  members  of  Lodges  and  Chapters  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  if  so, 
if  they  are  members  of  either  of  the  so-called  bodies  of  the  "Cerneau  Rite," 
with  headquarters  in  New  York  City  ;  and  if  they  are  members  thereof,  and  do- 
not  withdraw  from  the  »ame,  you  will  not  permit  them  to  be  present  in  open 
Commandery.  You  wi'l  also  see  that  the  same  requirements  as  to  the  admission 
of  visitors  be  enforced  as  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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You  will  cause  this  edict  to  be  read  ia  an  audible  voice,  and  entered  on  the 
records  in  full,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  of  your  members. 

We  cannot,  for  the  life  of  us,  imagine  what  sense  there  is  in  making  so  much 
fuss  about  nothing.  You  might  jusi  as  well  prohibit  your  members  joining  the 
Knights  of  Honor  or  the  Knights  of  Pythias  as  the  Cerneau  Abortion.  There  is 
just  as  much  Masonry  in  one  as  the  other.  His  visitations  were  quite  general  and, 
no  doubt,  resulted  in  good. 

He  says,  in  one  of  his  decisions,  that  i^  principles  of  Freemasonry  are  opposed 
to  a  non-affiliated  R.  A.  Mason  remaining  a  member  of  a  Commandery.  We 
rise  to  inquire  what  particular  prinxiple  of  Masonry  is  outraged  thereby  ? 

Another  decision  is  as  follows : 

My  Dear  Sir  Knight: — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  5th,  1889,  to  E.  Sir 

,  Division  Commander,  asking  if  you  would  be  justified  in  refusing  to  sign 

a  dimit  which  had  been  authorized  to  be  granted  by  Commandery  — ,  on  the 
ground  that  the  member  is  a  very  pronounced  unbeliever  in  our  Blessed  Lord 
and  Saviour,  I  would   say,  that  the  Sir   Knight   is  entitled  to  his  dimit.     The 

f ranting  or  refusing  of  the  dimit  will  not  change  the  religious  belief  of  the  Sir 
Lnight.  He  cannot  be  a  consistent  Knight  Templar  unless  his  belief  is  strong  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity  as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  and,  possi- 
bly, he  may  feel  uncomfortable  and  desirous  of  getting  away  from  the  Com- 
mandery and  its  teachings.  He  is,  however,  a  Knight  Templar,  in  good  stand- 
ing, entitled  to  all  its  honors  and  benefits,  and  will  continue  so  until  he  with- 
draws from  the  Order.  This  he  can  do ;  but  the  remembrance  of  his  obligations 
taken  in  the  Commandery  will  never  be  obliterated,  and  he  cannot  relieve  him- 
self of  the  several  promises  and  vows  which  he  then  voluntarily  assumed.  Let 
the  Knight  depart  in  peace. 

We  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  would  have  bten  better  to  have  given 
him  the  * 'grand  bounce."  We  dissent  from  the  proposition  that  any  man  is  a 
Templar  in  good  standing,  entitled  to  all  its  honors  and  benefits,  who  denies  the 
truth  of  the  fundamhntal  principles  and  teachings  of  the  Order.  The  thing  is 
impossible. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes. 

Among  the  dead  named  in  the  address,  we  find  that  of  our  old  friend.  Sir  Sam. 
Harper,  to  whose  virtues,  worth  and  memory,  the  R.*.  E.*.  pays  eloquent  and 
richly  deserved  tribute.  All  that  he  said  and  much  more,  would  not  exhaust  the 
subject.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  Jacksonville  and  the  timely 
and  characteristically  liberal  response  of  the  noble  fraters  of  Pennsylvania,  t^  the 
cry  for  help.  Over  $3,000  was  raised  for  that  purpose.  May  the  blessings  of 
them  who  were  ready  to  perish  be  upon  the  Templars  of  the  **Keytone  State." 

The  pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a  portrait  of  the  Grand  Commander,  and,  look- 
ing at  his  face,  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  excellence  of  his  address,  both  as  a 
business  paper  and  as  a  literary  production. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy,  finances  ditto,  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
amounting  to  $1,885.00. 

Sir  W.  J.  Kelly  is  the  author  of  a  good  report  on  correspondence  in  which  the 
doings  of  26  Grand  Commanderies  are  courteously  digested,  Mississippi  for  1888 
and  1889  among  them.     He  has  this  to  say  of  Sir  Speed  : 

He  seems  to  have  gotten  up  a  little  excitement  in  his  mind  about  Iowa  and 
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the  Grand  Master,  and  impresses  us  that,  having  accepted  the  new  Ritual  and 
given  orders  to  have  it  adopted  and  practiced  in  his  command,  he  then  got  mad 
at  himself  because  he  didn't  kick,  and  so  took  up  Iowa's  fight,  and  weakly 
attempts  to  make  powerful  that  which  has  no  power  in  it.  because  Iowa,  being 
wrong  in  her  position,  he  does  that  which  is  wrong,  even  if  Iowa  was  right.  We 
trust,  when  the  Grand  Encampment  meets  in  Washington,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Speed 
will  be  there,  and  will  endeavor  to  smooth  the  troubled  waters  and  get  us  all  in 
a  brotherly,  Knightly  mood — not  in  a  lampant,  defiant  temper,  which  would 
thoroughly  preclude  a  friendly  settlement. 

We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  our  Fred's  head  has  been  exremely  level  in  all 
this  muddle,  Bro.  Kelly's  opinion  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding.  We  would 
like  to  clip  more  from  this  report,  but  time  and  space  forbid. 

Sir  Torrence  C.  Hippie  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter  as  before. 


TEXAS— 1889. 


The  Thirty  fifth  Annual  Conclave  assembled  in  the  city  of  Fort  Worth,  May 
8th.  The  entertainment  opened  with  an  interesting  address  from  the  Grand 
Prelate.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present  except  the  Grand  Genera lifsimo, 
and  the  representatives  of  22  out  of  the  23  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  says:  **Peace  and  prosperity  has  been  vouchsafed  to  us 
by  an  Allwise  Providence  and  we  can  congratulate  ourselves  upon  this  auspicious 
occasion."  He  also  reports  the  Order  in  a  most  healthy  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion. 

Appropriate  mention  was  made  of  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own  and  sister 
jurisdictions. 

His  decisions  are  not  of  sufficient  general  interest  to  call  for  notice  at  our  hands. 
He  reports  the  granting  of  several  special  dispensations,  but  fails  to  state  for 
what,  hence  we  are  unable  to  decide  whether  he  did  wrong  or  not.  Being 
'*trooly  loyal,"  he  promulgated  the  edict  against  Iowa.  As  a  whole  the  address 
is  a  good  paper. 

Each  of  the  Grand  Officers  was  appointed  a  "Grand  Visitor,"  and  much  space 
in  the  pamphlet  is  occupied  by  their  reports  of  duties  performed  and  Comman- 
deries visited  and  inspected. 

Proceedings  local. 

Sir  R.  M.  Elgin  is  the  author  of  an  alleged  report  on  * 'Foreign  Correspondence,'' 
which  occupies  about  two  inches  of  space  on  one  page.  If  we  are  to  judge  of 
the  Order  in  the  empire  of  Texas  by  this  abortion,  the  estimate  will,  of  necessity, 
not  be  flattering.  Texas  has  promulgated  some  good  reports  under  this  head  and 
we  trust  will  be  able  to  do  so  again. 

Sir  John  Martin  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent 
same  as  before. 


TENNESSE  E— i  889. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Murfreesboro,  May  14th. 
R.-.  E.'.  Sir  Gamaliel  B.  Wilson,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  C.  Connor, 
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Orand  Recarder.     All  the  staff  present  except  Captain-General ;  also  the  repre- 
sentatives of  thirteen  subordinates. 

We  copy  the  following  timely  exhortation  from  the  opening  of  Grand  Com- 
mander's Address,  and  commend  it  to  your  thoughtful  consideration  :, 

The  year  has  passed  quickly,  very  quickly ;  indeed,  to  us  who  are  beyond  the 
meridian  of  life  and  are  on  the  descending  grade,  the  shadows  ever  lengthening 
to  the  rear,  reminding  us  we  are  fast  approaching  the  end,  whether  for  weal  or 
woe  our  acts  cannot  assure  us.  If  they  have  been  fully  up  to  the  teachings  of  our 
Order,  we  can  go  forward  with  confidence,  kncwing  our  reward  awaits  us.  If 
they  have  not  been  what  they  should  have  been,  we  go  forward  with  fear  and 
trembling,  hoping  to  find  a  merciful  Master,  but  wi»h  none  of  that  confidence 
the  knowledge  of  a  well-spent  life  would  give  us  Then  let  us,  while  there  is 
yet  time,  resolve  to  do  rif^ht because  it  is  rights  and  we  will  fear  no  evil. 

He  reters  in  fitting  terms  to  the  Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdic- 
tions and  pays  just  tribute  to  their  memory  and  worth.  The  address  is  a  short, 
business-like  document. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  condition  in  all  respects. 

We  clip  the  following  from  report  of  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers : 

6.  We  recommend  that  the  able,  elaborate,  scholarlv  and  interesting  Report  on 
Correspondence  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
and  be  sent  forth  to  the  Templar  World  with  our  approval  of  its  presentation  of 
the  law  of  the  Order  and  of  the  rights  of  Grand  Commanderies. 

This  report  is  a  masterly  production  and  is  an  honor  to  its  author  and  a  credit 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee. 

Thirty-eight  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  reviewed  by  this  young  **mutual"  in  such 
A  manner  as  to  make  Sir  Enoch  of  Ohio,  and  other  great  lights  green  with  envy* 
As  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  how  he  handles  the  pen  we  clip  his  entire  review 
of  our  report  for  l888 : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  veteran  DeLap,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  that  has  reached  this  office.  Our  frater  remains  in  ill  health,  but 
his  style  is  as  clear  and  vigorous  as  of  yore,  and  his  criticisms  are  peppered  and 
salted  in  ye  olde  tyme  style.  He  is  still  astride  his  hobby — "liquid  damnation'' — 
and  he  rides  it  with  whip  and  spur,  in  sunshine  and  storm,  over  rough  and 
rugged  ways,  regardless  of  corns,  bunions,  dyspepsia  or  the  mea<;les.  May  he 
live  long  and  prosper  I  !  * 

Sir  DeLap  is  very  clear  in  his  mind  as  to  how  people  should  dress  for  attend- 
ance upon  the  worship  of  God.  He  is  as  **down"  upon  "style"  ns  was  that 
homy-handed  tent-stuff  weaver  of  Tar«us,  and  would  have  been  in  a  perpetual 
rumpus  with  Moses  and  Aaron  about  the  Tabernacle  toggery,  and  with  the  later 
high  ones  of  the  Temple  service  about  its  flashy  auxiliaries.  If  plumes,  swords 
and  lace  would  induce  men  to  go  up  to  the  house  of  prayer  that  otherwise  do  not 
go,  they  have  our  permission  to  wear  them,  and  our  blessing  and  good  wishes 
thrown  in.     But  Sir  George  is  entitled  to  be  heard  : 

**Now  it  occurs  to  us  that  meekness  and  humility  are  peculiarly  necessary  in 
acceptably  waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  we  respectfully  submit  that  showy  uriforms 
and  sharp  swords  are  not  indicative  of  either  of  those  virtues  in  the  wearer 
when  present  in  the  house  of  God.  However,  until  man  is  regenerated  and 
purified  from  the  dross  of  the  vain  pomp  and  show  of  this  world,  he  will  lose  no 
opportunity  to  make  himself  conspicuous  in  God's  house  as  eUewhere  The 
thought  will  intrude,  though,  that  this  sort  of  religious  service  will  prove  any- 
thing but  a  spiritual  blessing  to  the  participants  therein." 

He  agrees  with  our  views  on  the  dimit  recommendation,  in  opposition  to  the 
law  established  by  California. 
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We  are  glad  to  quote  this  able  reviewer  on  the  flummery  of  Templar  parades  on 
other  than  Masonic  occasions.  The  amiable  Sir  Stephen,  of  Maine,  holds  very 
liberal  ideas,  trusting  more  to  his  heart  than  his  head,  when  expressing  himself 
on  such  displays : 

"Touching  our  remarks  on  permitting  parade  at  funeral  of  General  Grant,  he 
says:  *We  hold  that  a  proper  respect  lor  the  government  under  which  we  live 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  joining  in  any  general  public  demonstration.'  Now,  we 
take  a  back  &eat,  lor  no  man  has  more  respect  lor  and  devotion  to  the  government 
under  which  we  live,  and  yet  we  can't  reconcile  our  ideas  of  propriety  or  consis- 
tency with  Sir  Stephen's  proposition.  The  Order  never  gained  any  respect  or 
consideration  for  parading  at  the  funeral  of  a  profane,  no  matter  who  or  what  he 
was,  and  it  never  will.     'X'he  only  result  is  that  it  stultifies  itself." 

Mo  back  seat  for  us  now!  We  step  right  up  to  the  sainis'  corner  and  shout, 
Amen !     Do  it  again.  Sir  George  !  Amen  !  and  Amen  ! 

But  this  is  not  all.     Hear  him  again,  under  Michigan : 

**We  have  had  occasion  before  to  express  or  disgust  at  the  practice  of  some 
people  in  making  a  great  splurge  and  fuss  on  'Decoration  Day,'  and  the  next  day 
hiring  the  widows  of  the  soldiers  whose  graves  were  yet  bright  with  the  (lowers 
80  ostentatiously  placed  there  by  them,  to  make  shirts  at  six  bits  a  dozen  to  keep 
from  starving.  Consistency  has  always  been  a  rare  jewel,  and  we  are  unable  to 
see  any  immediate  prospect  of  its  becoming  more  common." 

Tennessee  lor  1887  receives  a  couple  of  pages  of  exceedingly  pleasant  notices. 
He  speaks  right  out  in  meetin'  in  commenting  on  Sir  Hensiey's  views  about  a 
Grand  Treasurer's  bond : 

If,  however,  the  brother  means  that  the  moral  character  of  Templais,  because 
they  are  Templars,  is  too  high  for  one  ot  them  to  tap  the  till  any  less  quickly 
than  thousands  of  others  who  have  fallen  by  the  way  and  lit  out  lor  the  land  of 
the  Canucks,  we  beg  to  dissent.  There  is  but  one  thing  that  can  enable  human 
nature  to  resist  temptation,  and  that  is  divine  grace,  and  the  average  Templar, 
of  our  acquaintance,  does  not  seem  to  carry  more  of  this  sort  of  ballast,  so  to, 
speak,  than  his  neighbors  do.  We  are  Iree  to  admit  that  membership  in  the 
Order  should  bring  forth  the  iruits  of  righteousness,  honesty  and  goodness,  but 
that  such  is  the  result,  to  any  large  degree,  we  deny  ?" 

And  then  he  jumps  astride  of  his  hobby,  regardless  of  the  tortures  of  dyspepiia 
rheumatics  and  all  his  other  ills.     Hear  him  : 

<*It  was  not  the  supposition  that  G.  C.  Gwynne  would  himself  indulge  in  these 
things  that  made  us  speak,  but  the  fact  that  such  things  should  be  allowed  on 
the  banquetiug  table  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  temperance  Some 
of  our  best  friends  love  strong  drink,  and  while  they  try  earnestly  and  religiously 
to  abstain  from  its  use,  they  know,  as  we  do  also  by  sad  experience,  that  a  single 
sip  will  land  them  in  the  gutter,  it  is  this  class  of  God's  creatures  that  we 
claim  our  Order  should  not  tempt.  *If  meat  make  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will 
eat  no  Besh  while  the  world  standeth."  We  leave  Brother  Fisher  and  Tennessee 
with  regret.  Some  of  the  best  and  bravest  ol  the  host  belong  there,  and  they 
will  all  do  to  tie  to  all  day  long." 

We  are  assured  by  theological  experts,  and  they  ought  to  know,  that  there 
lived  in  the  village  of  Cana,  in  the  province  of  Gallilee,  about  two  thousand 
years  ago,  a  kind-hearted  Jew,  who  had  a  daughter  to  wed.  Though  limited  in 
means,  he  was  desirous  of  maintaining  the  customs  of  the  **  chosen  people,"  and 
so  he  prepared  a  feast  and  served  the  best  article  of  w^ine  that  his  finances  per- 
mitted. There  was  a  large  party,  and  Jesus,  receiving  an  invitation,  attended 
with  his  mother  and  disciples.  The  wine  was  soon  drank  up,  and  then  the  com- 
pany called  for  more.  You  see  it  was  the  custom  of  the  •* chosen  people"  to  set 
forth  good  wine  at  the  beginning  of  a  feast,  and  when  men  had  well 
drunk,  and  their  tastes  became  impaired  by  inebriety,  to  give  them  a  poorer 
article.  But  this  ruler  of  the  feast  had  neither  good  nor  bad  to  offer  when 
they  called  for  more.     Then  the  beloved  Master,  Jesus  the  Christ,  came  to  his 
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assistance,  and  made  out  of  water  six  big  stone  pots  full  of  the  best  wine  that 
company  ol  Semitics  had  ever  tasted.  And  behold,  nearly  two  thousand  years 
later,  there  dwelt  a  man  on  the  banks  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  he  rose  up 
and  did  condemn  this  act  of  Jesus  the  Master,  and  did  print  the  language  quoted 
above. 

Though  Sir  DeLap  has  run  to  seed  in  his  ideas  of  the  theory^  he  is  as  sound  as 
a  hickory  nut  on  x\it practice.  Here  is  what  he  said  to  Dakota  on  their  prohi- 
bition resolutions: 

'*  The  propensity  in  our  race  to  eat  of*  forbidden  fruit  is  as  strong  to>day  as  it  was 
when  Adam  sacrificed  the  delights  of  Eden  in  order  to  gratify  it.  It  we  wish  to  save 
men  socially  and  morally,  we  must  do  so  by  leading  them  by  kindness  and  moral 
suasion  into  the  peaceable  paths  ot  righteousness,  and  not  try  by  human  enact- 
ments to  reform  a  race,  the  redemption  of  which  cost  the  sufl'ering  and  death  of 
the  Son  of  God.  It  was  infinite  love  and  pity,  coupled  with  a  knowledge  of 
how  frail  we  are,  that  brought  forth  the  remark  from  the  Saviour :  *  Neither  do 
I  condemn  thee  ;  go,  and  sin  no  more.*  ** 

Re  I  erring  to  Sir  Speed's  address  at  Meridian,  he  says : 

The  distinguished  jurist  fully  discusses  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in 
regard  to  Iowa,  giving  an  account  of  his  refusal  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  of  the  reasons  why  he  felt  bound  not  to  obey.  And  the  Grand 
Commandery  unanimously  approved  his  conduct,  and  adopted  his  construction 
of  the  law  as  applied  to  the  litual  disturbance.  It  ^eems  to  us  that  if  the  ques- 
tion had  been  as  ably  argued  in  the  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  they  would  have 
voted  as  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  voted.  Alas  !  there  has  been  too 
much  gush  over  a  mock  *<  loyalty,"  too  much  devotion  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  An- 
cient and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  not  near  enough  devotion  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple.  The  Scottish  Rite  is  the  cocoanut  that 
holds  the  milk  of  this  gush  over  **  obedience,"  or  we  are  strangely  misled  by 
appearances. 

Gladly  would  we  quote  the  entire  argument  on  the  Ritual,  but  lack  of  space 
prevents.     "We  will  try  to  extract  the  kernels: 

From  his  remarks  anent  our  effort  of  1889,  ^^  <^lip  ^^^  following,  and  make  no 
apology  for  so  doing  ;  also  a  part  of  his  conclusion : 

Tennessee  is  honored  with  five  pages  in  this  Report,  and  for  the  flattering 
things  said  of  Tennessee's  Correspondent,  we  remove  our  battered  caubeen,  grasp 
the  few  memories  left  of  a  forelock,  and  with  left  foot  gracefully  scraping  the 
glistening  sand  to  the  rear,  exclaim:  *' Thanks!  Aw,  thanks  awfully,  you 
know  !"     Think  of  that  Cockney  slang  irom  a  believer  in  Parnell ! 

Sir  George  heartily  indorses  Tennessee's  proposition  in  regard  to  the  Ritual, 
which  Ritual,  without  the  fear  of  Enoch  before  his  eyes,  he  calls  "Carson's  bas- 
tard." He  also  heartily  approves  the  course  pursued  by  low^,  and  consequently 
condemns  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master.  The  cant  of  * 'loyalty"  has  been  mor- 
tally wounded  by  these  two  Past  Grand  Commanders  of  Mississippi.  They  are  both 
ex- Federal  soldiers,  and  '^secession"  was  never  an  article  of  their  faith.  How  some 
otherwise  clever  fraters  regret  this !  They  were  trusting  so  sincerely  to  the  cry 
of  disloyalty  and  disunion  to  further  their  war  on  Grand  Commanderies  who, 
knowing  their  rights,  dare  maintain  them.  Well,  to  err  is  human,  to  forgive 
divine. 

Ah,  Sir  George,  why  did  you  call  Hamilton,  of  Georgia,  **  Harrison, "and 
persistently  salute  the  amiable  Stites,  of  Dakota,  as  **  Stiles  ?"  Your  head  will 
be  on  a  charger  the  first  you  know,  if  you  don't  crib,  coffin  and  confine  the  proof- 
reader of  that  Clarion  concern  that  does  your  printing.  But,  pshaw  !  These  are 
but  stifled  hints  of  the  vengeance  that  will  weigh  thee  down,  and  will  not  spare 
for  thy  misdeeds,  and  thy  disloyal  disrespect  for  the  power  that  be  I 
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In  the  day  of  vengeance  Enoch  will  try  thee ; 
And  annihilate  all  who  dare  approve  thee  ; 
Without  a  drop  of  mercy  he'll  pass  by  thee ; 

And  will  not  hear  thy  prayer ; 
Aye,  for  the  A.  and  A.  S.  R.  he'll  destroy  thee, 

And  will  not  spare ! 

Thy  temerity  is  refreshing,  dear  friend,  in  view  of  the  dyspeptic  twinges  which 
«corn  the  soothing  influences  of  barleycorn  and  wassail. 

Sir  DeLap  has  gone  stark,  starinj;  mad  in  his  condemnation  of  Commanderies 
going  to  church  in  uniform  !  What  a  contempt  he  must  have  for  the  tapestry 
and  millinery  of  the  Ancient  Tabernacle,  then  of  the  Temple,  then  of  the  papacy, 
and  then  of  the  churches  of  Russia  and  England.  Of  course,  Sir  George  knows 
just  how  we  should  dress  and  posture  in  order  to  worship  our  Heavenly  Father 
acceptably ;  not  a  grain  of  prejudice  in  all  that  he  writes  and  feels !  Torque- 
mado,  Zummarrago,  Leo,  Gregory,  are  bright  and  shining  lights  in  the  religious 
firmament.  They  knew  just  exactly  what  was  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,  and 
they  were  amiable  and  tolerant  like  Sir  George,  and  toyed  with  unbelievers  lov- 
ingly, using  sweet  pincers,  and  rack,  and  faggots,  and  things ! 

The  eminent  reviewer  is  charmed  with  the  Grand  Commander  ot  Kansas  for 
deciding : 

**  A  man  who  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian  religion,  in  preference  to  any 
other  known  system  of  religion,  does  not  believe  in  anything  divinely  religious. 
Of  the  different  dogmas  that  are  presented  to  mankind,  he  simply  thinks  that  one 
the  least  objectionable  " 

Just  hear  Sir  DeLap  cry  out  in  an  agony  bom  of  dyspepsia,  Methodistic  en- 
thusiasm and  Christian  charity : 

'<  A  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  is  not  a  corral  for  fools,  and  when  they 
iipproach  its  doors  they  should  be  bounced  without  the  benefit  of  clergy." 

'*  Fools!  "  Dear,  O  dear!  !  Once  in  a  Samaritan  village  to  beloved  disciples, 
James  and  John,  said  :  '*  Lord,  wilt  thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come  down 
from  heaven  and  consume  them  ?"  Now,  what  had  these  Samaritans  done?  Re- 
fused to  receive  the  Master  because  his  face  was  turned  toward  Mt.  Zion  instead  of 
Mt.  Gerizim !  The  Master  rebuked  James  and  John ;  wonder  what  he  would 
«ay  to  George  on  the  above  ebulition  ?  But  then,  "belief  is  everything  with  Sir 
George,  just  as  **  uniformity"  is  everything  with  the  centralizers.  Judiaism  is  a 
divinely  in^^pired  religion.  Now,  if  a  man  says  he  believes  in  Christianity  in  pre- 
ference to  Judiaism,  Sir  George  writes  him  down  a  fool,  and  calls  for  the  boun- 
cing committee. 

O  for  space  to  do  this  brilliant  reviewer  the  justice  his  Report  merits.  Positiv- 
ely, it  is  an  oasis  in  the  desert  of  dusty,  sombre,  silently  thirsty  avoidance  that  has 

been  developed  by  the  controversy  over  the  great  disturbance  called  a  Ritual. 

Can  the  great  "  denouncer"  be  right  ?"  Does  the  dread  of  missing  an  office 
close  any  lips,  or  put  any  pens  to  sleep  ?    And  the  echo  whispers,  "  Does  it  ?" 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Annuals  of  the  thirty-six  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  fumiah 
proofs  of  a  very  prosperous  Templar  year.  This  in  spite  of  the  unfortunate  oon- 
troversies  over  the  Standard  Ritual,  and  the  Interdiction  Order  of  the  Most  Em- 
inent Grand  Master,  whereby  Templar  intercourse  with  the  Knights  owing  alle- 
giance to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  was  forbidden. 

These  controversies  have  been  conducted  with  true  Knightly  courtesy,  with  a 
solitary  exception,  and  have  cast  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  rights  of  Templar&  as 
individuals,  and  as  members  of  Commanderies  and  Grand  Commanderies.  Rude 
speeches  and  coarse  invective  have  been  limited  to  the  chairman  of  the  Ritual 
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Committee  of  the  Grand  Encampment ;  all  other  participants  being  prominent 
for  chavalric  courtesy,  fairness  and  candor,  even  while  difiering  widely. 

In  Ohio  the  Scottish  Rite  war  has  increased  in  violence  and  intemperance  on 
all  sides.  Several  Commanderies  have  been  severely  disciplined,  and  two  or  more 
of  them  destroyed,  solely  in  the  interest  of  loreign  rite.  A  couple  of  new  Grand 
Commanderies  have  been  induced,  by  the  adherents  of  that  Kite,  to  pass  anti- 
Cemeau  resolutions — an  ism  unknown  to  Knight  Templary — which  is  founded 
upon  York  Masonry.  Heaven  forfend  that  the  sorrows  which  have  so  afflicted 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  shall  overtake  these  Western  bodies. 

The  English-Canadian  controversy  over  Canada's  chartering  Preceptories 
in  Australia  has  terminated  in  England  declaring  non-intercourse.  The  paper» 
prepared  there  on  in  this  Report  are  worth  re-reading,  inasmuch  as  they  give  an 
insightt  of  that  pepecular  Anglican  arbitrariness  which  has  wrought  disorders 
in  civil  as  well  as  in  Templar  circles.  The  spirit  of  compromise  is  not  prominent 
in  the  English  character. 

We  would  be  glad  if  you  could  read  his  whole  report ;  it  is  rich.  We  do  not 
attempt  to  answer  any  ot  his  licks  at  us — he  may  be  right  and  we  wrong  ;  at 
all  events  we  don't  care  to  be  vanquished  by  so  doughty  a  knight. 

Sir  Wm.  C.  Smith,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Reporter,  Sir  Geo.  C.  Connor. 


VERMONT— 1889. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  June- 
nth,  Sir  Delos  M.  Bacon,  Grand  Commander,  presiding  ;  all  the  Grand  Officers 
were  in  their  places ;  a  long  list  of  Past  Grand  OfHcers,  Grand  Representatives 
and  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  the  Representatives  of  ten  (all)  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  were  also  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  quite  lengthy.  Much  space  is  given  to  the 
worth  and  memory  of  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own  and  other  Jurisdictions. 
He  reports  his  acceptance  and  promulgation  of  a  Ritual  for  services  on  **  Easter' ' 
and  * 'Ascension"  days.  It  occurs  to  us  in  this  connection  that  Templars  ought 
to  be  able  to  struggle  along  in  the  commonly  accepted  routes  of  the  orthodox  or 
evangelical  churches,  without  going  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  blazing  out  a 
new  one.  The  Almighty  takes  little  note  of  forms,  ceremonies  or  language,  but 
simply  requires  the  homage  of  the  hearts  and  the  service  of  the  lives  of  His- 
worshippers.  Too  many  side  issues  and  usurpations  of  the  functions  and  mission 
of  the  Church  of  God  is  resulting  in  the  estrangement  of  the  people  from  the 
means  of  grace  provided  in  the  plan  of  salvation  and  the  adoption  of  humanly 
'  devised  plans  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  end.  We  do  not  object  to  the  ob- 
servance ot  Easter  and  Ascension  days,  provided  the  Order  observes  them  in 
such  A  spirit  of  humility  and  absence  of  ostentation  as  become  the  house  and  ser- 
vice of  God. 

Among  his  dispensations  we  find  several  allowing  Commanderies  to  paiade  on 
Memorial  Day.  This  custom  has  been  so  often  condemned,  and  is  so 
manifestly  improper,  unmasonic  and  stupid,  that  we  are  surprised  at  the  action  of 
the  R.'.  E.*.  in  granting,  and  his  subordinates  in  asking  for  the  privilege. 

Proceedings  local ;  Order  in  good  condition,  financially  and  otherwise. 

The  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  our  esteemed  and  reverend  brother,  Fisher. 
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Like  all  his  productions  it  will  pass  muster  anywhere  as  first-class.     The  report 

covers  one  hundred  pages,  and  digests  the  doings  of  the  governing  bodies  of 

most  of  the  Templar  world,  Mississippi  for    1888  receiving  due  and  courteovs 

mention.     We  clip  the  following  : 

Frater  E.  G.  DeLap  presents  the  Correspondence,  and  under  Alabama  asks: 
The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  May  i8th,  R.'. 
E.'.  Daniel  Smith,  G.'.  C/.,  presiding.  Only  five  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  represented.  There  were  thirteen  in  the  State  at  one  time,  and  the  meagre 
attendance  looks  very  much  like  some  of  them  (the  thirteen^  had  gone  up  the 
flume — like  some  of  ours.  It  is  a  mystery  to  us  why  the  Templar  Orders,  and  the 
other  branches  of  the  Masonic  family  as  well,  do  not  flourish  in  the  South  as 
they  certainly  do  in  the  North.  If  any  of  the  Mutuals  will  rise  and  explain  this 
thing,  we  will  be  grateful. 

We  might  answer  in  all  kindness  and  courteous  loyalty.  We  do  not  think 
that  annual  accusations  against  Templars  at  their  Assemblies  of  immorality  and 
drunkenness  are  conducive  to  increase  of  membership. 

Will  Brother  Fisher  kindly  explain  what  he  means  by  "loyalty"  as  used  in  the 
above  ?  We  would  like  to  know  also  who  the  son-of-a-sea-captain's-cook  is  who 
makes  the  "annual  accusations"  referred  to  ?    Name  him,  and  he  shall  be  shot  ! 

Brother  F.  doesn't  like  the  Tennessee  report  on  Carson's  Bastard  Ritual,  and  we 
fear  our  brother  is  inclined  to  doubt  the  loyalty  of  those  Tennesseeans,  not  only 
to  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  to  Uncle  Sam  as  well !  It  is  a  matter  of  deep 
concern  to  us  to  know  if  the  time  will  ever  come  when  this  feeling  of  distrust 
of  every  act  and  opinion  of  the  people  of  this  part  of  our  country  by  our  brethren 
of  the  North,  shall  cease,  and  the  fact  that  the  war  is  over  be  recognized,  in 
act  and  feeling,  from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  ?  We  trust  this  matter  of  Ritual  will  be  finally  and  pleasantly  settled, 
and  that  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  "loyalty,"  rebellion,  etc.  We  say  adieu  to 
Brother  Fisher,  with  thanks  for  his  kindly  wishes  for  our  health,  and  with  the 
earnest  prayer  that  the  Benediction  of  the  Master  may  attend  him  always. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Will  F.  Lewis  is  Grand  Commander;  F.*.  Sir  W.  G.  Reynolds, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  F.  S.  Fisher,  Reporter. 


VIRGNIA— 1888. 

The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond  November 
13th,  Jas.  B.  Blanks,  R.-.  E.*,  Grand  Commander,  R/.  E.*.  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand 
Recorder.  Representatives  from  fourteen  out  of  the  seventeen  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  pleasant  resume  of  his  official  acts,  but 
we  find  nothing  of  general  interest  therein,  except  the  following,  which  we  clip 
as  showing  the  tendency  of  the  average  Commandery  to  parade  on  any  and  every 
possible  occasion — anything  that  offers  an  opporunity  to  cut  and  swell ! 

On  December  13th,  1887,  while  in  attendance  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons, 
I  was  handed  a  printed  order  of  Eminent  Sir  George  A.  Ainslie,  requesting  the 
Sir  Knights  of  Richmond  Commandery  No.  2,  to  assemble  at  their  Asylum  on 
Thursday  evening,  15th  December,  in  full  dress  of  a  Templar  on  foot,  without 
swords^  to  march  in  a  body  to  the  theatre  to  attend  the  "  Mikado  "  entertain- 
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ment  to  be  given  by  the  Richmond  Light  Infantry  Blues.  When  the  printed 
order  was  handed  roe  by  Eminent  Sir  Ainslie,  he  made  a  verbal  request  that  nis 
Comniandery  might  be  permitted  to  act  in  accordance  therewith.  At  the  time 
the  request  was  made,  I  was  at  the  depo^,  about  to  take  the  cars  for  home,  con- 
wquently  could  not  give  an  answer  until  the  next  day,  when  I  wired  him  as  fol- 
lows: •*Can»»ot  consistently  consent  for  Commandery  to  appear  uniformed  on 
occasion  referred  to;"  and  on  the  same  day  wrote  him  declining  to  grant  the  per- 
mission asVed  for,  and  in  justification  of  mv  course  quoted  from  a  letter  of  our 
late  beloved  Grand  Commander,  Right  Eminent  Sir  John  F.  Regnault,  who.  in 
reply  to  a  somewhat  similar  request  from  Richmond  Commandery,  No.  2.  wrote 
as  follows:  "Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  pointedly 
prohibit  Templar  parades,  except  on  funeral  occasions,  or  on  such  Masonic  occa- 
sions as  the  Grand  Commander  may  in  his  judgment  deem  proper.'* 

And  yet  it  may  be  that  these  displays  look  better  in  an  Opera  House  than  in 
the  **  House  of  God."  We  find  reports  from  each  member  of  the  staff  of  visita- 
tions made  and  duties  performed  by  them  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  local ;  order  in  a  fairly  healthy  condition. 

There  is  no  report  on  F.  C.,  we  presume  because  Sir  Isaacs,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  who  is  also  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Triennial  Show,  was  kept  so  busy 
promulgating  Bulls  of  Excommunication  issued  by  his  R  H.,  theG/.  M.'.,  that 
he  had  no  time  to  attend  to  matters  of  importance,  like  writing  a  good  report 
on  this  line  would  have  been.  We  trust  the  the  present  High-Cock-a-lorm  will 
not  be  quite  so  touchy,  so  solicitous  for  the  dienity  of  his  office,  as  to  attempt  to 
sacrifice  the  rights  of  an  entire  State  on  the  altar  of  his  pomposity  and — ^stupid- 
ity.    We  tru^t  Bro.  Isaacs  will  give  us  a  good  report  next  time. 

R.\  E.".  Sir  Jas.  LaBeck  is  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter  same  as 
before. 


SOVEREIGN   GREAT    PRIORY    OF    VICTORIA— 1887— 1888— 1889. 

At  a  meeting  of  Representatives  of  the  three  Preceptories  Nos.  28,  30  and  31, 
held  at  Salisbury  Buildings,  Melbourne,  on  Tuesday,  25th  October,  1887,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  and  proceedings  had  : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  interest  of  the  Victorian  Fraters,  and  to  relieve  our  Cana- 
dian Fraters  of  the  trouble  caused  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  England 
and  Wales  who  <'alselv  claims  a  sovereign  and  supreme  jurisdiction  over  the  Tem- 
plar degrees  in  the  Colonies,  it  be  now  Resohed  hy  the  Repre«entatives  of  the 
Preceptories  dHegated  to  aUend  this  meeting,  that  the  Preceptories  now  at  work 
in  this  colony  should  unite  for  the  purpose  of  formine  a  Sovereign  Great  Priory 
of  the  United  Orders  of  the  Temnle  and  Malta  in  and  for  the  Colony  o^  Victoria, 
and  that  information  of  the  establishment  of  this  body  be  at  once  communicated 
to  all  Templar  bodies  throughout  the  world. 
By  Em.  Fra.  J.  D'Drew,  seconded  by  Fra.  Rev  D.  Meadowcroft,  and 
Resolved,  That  Em.  Fra.  D.  Munro,  33°  Mo«t  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Vic- 
toria be  elected  the  first  Most  Eminent  and  Supreme  Grand  Master  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  afterwards  to  be  adopted 

By  Fra.  B.  J.  Harrison,  seconded  by  Fra,  F.  Longmore,  and 
Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  app'>inted  for  the  purpose  of  recommending — 
id\  The  names  of  fraters  to  fill  the  various  offices  f/5)  What  constitutions  should 
be  adopted  fo-  the  eovernment  of  the  Great  Priory,  {c^  The  date  at  which  the 
installation  of  M.  E.  and  Supreme  G.  M.  and  the  officers  of  Great  Priory  should 
take  place.     Such   Committee  to  consist  of  Em.   Fraters   A.  W.  Mu^roves,  J. 
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D'Drew,  and  Fraters  B.  J.  Harrison,  Y.  Bramwelli  F.  Longmore,  and  J.  C.  Da- 
viason,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

By  Fra.  Y.  Bramwell,  seconded  by  Em.  Fra,  A.  W.  Musgrove,  and 

Resotved^  That  all  fraters  who  are  selected  for  office  aad  accept  the  same,  shall 
be  duly  qualitied  to  take  part  in  Great  Prior  Proceedings  by  being  installed  Pre- 
ceptors, and  that  ail  Knights,  Preceptors,  Past  Prov.  Grand  ofticers  shall  take 
corresponding  rank  in  Great  Priory . 

By  Fra.  £.  A.  CoUis,  seconded  by  Fra.  Y.  Bramwell,  and 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  previously  appointed  shall  be  empowered  to  re- 
commend fraters  of  distinction  who  have  rendered  services  to  the  Order,  and  who 
are  members  of  this  Great  Priory,  for  honorable  pOisition. 

Moved  by  Fra.  J.  C.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Fra.  F.  Longmore,  and 

Rtsolvedy  That  this  meeting  do  now  adjourn  until  November  22d,  and  that  the 
delegates  do  report  to  their  various  Preceptories  the  result  of  this  meeeting. 


Minutes  of  Committee  Meeting,  held  on  Monday,  November  14th,  1887,  at  the 

Salisbury  Buildings : 

Present:  Em.  Praters  J.  D'Drew,  A.  W.  Musgrove;  Fratres  Y.  Bramwell,  B. 
J.  Harrison,  Rev.  D.  Meadowcroft,  L.  S.  Dumont,  F.  Longmore,  J.  ,C.  Cov- 
erlid, P.  Oakden,  Hon.  Dr.  G,  Le  Fevre. 

Em.  Fra.  A.  W.  Musgrove  was  elected  Chairman,  on  the  motion  of  Em.  Fr&. 
J.  D'Drew,  seconded  by  Fra.  P.  Oakden. 

By  Fra.  Y.  Bramwell,  seconded  by  Em.  Fra.  J.  D*Drew,  and 

Resohedf  {a) — That  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Victoria  adopt  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada  with  such  amendments  as  may  be 
necessary. 

(b.) — That  the  Fees  be  computed  from  Canadian  to  English  currency. 
{c.) — That  there  shall  be  Fees  of  Office  which  may  be  as  follows: 

1.  On  Election  and  previous  to  Installation,  a  member  of  this  Great  Priory 
elected  or  appointed  to  the  following  otiices  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Chancellor 
towards  the  funds  of  this  Great  Priory  the  below  mentioned  Fees : 

M.  Era.  and  Supreme  Grand  Master. £5  5  o 

R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Master 3  3  o 

R.  E.  Great  Officers 2  2  o 

V.  E.  Grand  Officers I  I  o 

E.  Grand  :3tewards o  10  6 

Certificate  of  Registration  as  Preceptor o  10  6 

Certificate  of  Registration  as  Prior o  10  6 

2.  Fees  on  Re-election  to  be  same  as  set  forth  on  page  59,  in  the  Regula- 
tions of  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria.* 

*  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria,  1884,  p.  59.  Schedule  of  Fees 
and  Contributions.  *  *  *  In  the  case  of  re-election  to  the  same 
office,  or  election  to  some  other  office,  the  fee  payable  shall  be  one  half  that  in 
the  Schedule,  and,  if  elected  to  a  superior  office,  the  fee  payable  shall  be  the  dif- 
ference between  that  of  the  lower  and  higher  fees. 

{d.) — That  the  term  Sir  Kt.  be  used  as  prefix  instead  of  Frater. 

By  Fra.  D,  Meadowcroft,  seconded  by  B.  J.  Harrison,  and 

Resoivedy  {a)  That  the  inauguration  of  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Victoria  and 
Installation  of  M.  E.  and  Supreme  Grand  Master  and  the  Officers  of  Grand 
Priory,  take  place  on  the  14th  December,  1887. 
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(I)  That  in  future  the  Annual  Meeting  be  held  at  or  near  the  time  at  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  meets  to  install  the  officers  of  that  body. 

By  Fra.  Y.  Bram^ell,  seconded  by  Em.  Fra.  W.  G.  Mttsgrove,  and 

Resolved^  That  all  Knights  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  assisting  in  the  for 
mation,  erection  and  establishment  of  this  Sovereign  Great  Pnory  be  created  Pre- 
ceptors, and  a  certificate  be  issued  on  payment  of  the  fee  prescribed. 

By  Fra.  L.  S.  Dumont,  seconded  by  Fra.  J,  C.  Coverlid  and 
Resolved,  That  all  Preceptors  assisting  in  the  establishment  of  this  Great  Priory, 
be  created  honorary  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  that  all  Prov.  Priors  assist- 
ing as  above,  or  who  may  become  members  hereafter  by  attaching  themselves  to 
this  body,  shall  rank  as  Hon.  Past  Grand  Masters. 

By  Fra.  Y.  Bram well,  seconded  by  Fra.  P.  Oakden,  and 

Rescived^  That  the  honor  of  Past  Grand  Master  be  conferred,  for  services  ren- 
dered, on  R  Em.  Fra.  Daniel  Spry,  G.  C.  T.,  33°,  Past  Grand  Master,  etc ,  Can- 
ada ;  R.  Em.  Fra.  Colonel  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.  33°,  M.  E.  and  Su- 
greme  Grand  Master,  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  etc.;  Em.  Sir  ;Kt.,  Arthur  W. 
[anning,  33°,  95®,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  N.  S.  W.;  Past  Prov.  Prior,  N.  S. 
W.,  Em.  Fra.  T.  D*Drew,  33°,  95®,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Victoria,  E.  P. 
28,  C.  R.;  and  Most  Em.  Bro.  F.  F.  Oddi,  33^  97®,  90°,  F.  Sc,  S.  Egypt. 

By  Em.  Fra.  J.  D*Drew,  seconded  by  Em.  Fra.  A,  W.  Musgrove,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  honorary  Rank  of  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  be  conferred 
on:  R.  Em.  Fra.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master,  etc.,  etc., 
Canada;  R.  Em.  Sir  Kt.  Harman  J.  Tarrant  M.  D.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  N.  S. 
W.;  Em.  Sir  Kt.  Colonel  Edwin  Pamell,  33®  E.  P.  51  E.  C;  Em.  Fra.  A.  W. 
Musgrove,  33^  E.  P.  No.  30,  C  R.;  Em.  Fra.  Y.  Bram  well,  33°,  Preceptor  elect, 
No.  38,  C.  R.;  Em.  Fra.  Thomas  Main,  33®,  E.  P.  No.  31,  C.  R.;  Em.  Sir  Kt.  G. 
Talmagc,  E.  P.  51  E.  C. 

By  Fra.  Hon.  Dr.  G.  Le  Fevre,  seconded  by  Fra.  P.  Oakden,  and 
Resolved,  That  at  the  inauguration,  and  immediately  after  the  installation, 
there  should  be  a  banquet,  and  that  all  known  Knights  of  the  Order  should  be 
invited  to  attend  both  it  and  the  Ceremony  preceding.  The  Committee  then 
formed  itself  into  a  Conference  to  consider  the  names  of  officers  to  be  submitted 
to  the  public  meeting. 


Report  of  the  adjoumed  Public  Meeting  held  at  Salisbury  Building,  Novem- 
ber 22d,  1887 : 
Em.  Sir  Kt.  G.  Talmage,  in  the  Chair : 

Present— Frateis  C.  J.  Davidson,  W.  Ferguson,  L.  S.  Dumont,  S.  H.  Ridge, 
J.  Copeland,  Rev.  D.  Meadowcroft,  T.  Main,  C.  G.  F.  Stenbeck,  B.  J.  Harrison, 
J.  D'Drew,  Y.  Bramwell,  Dr.  E.  H.  Williams,  J.  M.  D'Drew,  Archibald  Aitken, 
Dr.  W.  H.  Burton,  E.  A.  Collis,  W.  Nicholls,  and  others.* 

The  above  are  a  part  of  the  proceedings  attending  the  reK>rganization  of  the 
Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Victoria, 

The  Second  Annual  Convention  was  held  at  the  same  place,  loth  December, 
1888.  Past  Grand  Master  M.-.  E.-.  Sir  Knight  J.  D'Drew  on  the  Throne.  Del- 
egates from  thive  chartered  Subordinate  and  one  U.  D.,  were  present.  There 
was  no  address  from  the  Throne.  Proceedings  unimportant.  We  clip  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  *'  Memorial  page.'' 

4>  One  half  of  Attendance  Sheet  not  at  hand  at  time  of  making  this  Report. 
0-6 
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WiLHELM  I.,  Emperor  of  Germany, 

Grand  Master,  etc.,  etc.,   Honorary  Member  National  Great  Priory  of  England 

and  Wales.     Died  9th  March,  1888. 


Friedrich  III.,  Emperor 'of  Germany, 

Grand    Master,    etc.,  etc.,    Knight   Grand  Cross  Temple,  etc.,  etc.     Died,  1 8th 

June,  1888. 


Special  Convention  was  held  at  same  place,  28th  March,  1889.  No  address 
Proceedings  unimportant.  Sir  Archibald  Aitken  was  elected  Supreme  Grand 
Master;  L.  S.  Dumont,  Grand  Registrar. 

R.'.  E.  •.  SirJ.  O.  Newman  submitted  a  short  report  on  Correspondence,  in 
\A  hich  Mississippi  does  not  appear.  We  clip  his  "  opening"  as  an  explanation  of 
its  brevity  : 

**  They  have  carefully  examined  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  Great  Priories 
and  Grand  Commanderies  received  during  the  years  1887  and  1888,  but  have  not 
had  sufficient  time  to  prepare  an  independent  report  on  the  annual  proceedings 
of  foreign  Great  Priories  and  Grand  Commanderies.  They  had  therefore  to  be 
satisfied  to  make  extracts  (principally  from  the  excellent  Report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence of  Fra.  Robertson  of  Canada)  of  matter  referring  solely  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Order  in  this  Colony." 

We  wish  our  young  sister  well  and  have  no  doubt,  she  will  grow  and  prosper, 
unless  her  multitude  of  Grand  Officers  and  their  stupendous  titles  ruins  her. 


WISCONSIN— 1889. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Milwaukee,  November  12th  and 
13th  ;  R.'.  E.".  Chandler  P.  Chapman,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  W.  Laflin, 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  very  sensible  document. 
His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes,  and  his  decisions  sound.  We 
commend  his  remarks  on  the  Grand  Encampment  as  being  extremely  sensible 
and  practical.     We  copy  as  follows : 

The  conviction  is  not  new  but  is  increasing  in  force  and  extent  that  the  Grand 
Encampment,  to  be  a  useful  legislative  body,  must  be  held  away  from  any  gen- 
eral gathering  of  Knights  Templar.  Theoretically  the  representatives  should 
attend  strictly  to  their  duties,  undisturbed  and  unmoved  by  the  festivities  about 
them  ;  but  practical  human  nature — average  human  nature — is  not  up  to  that 
standard.  The  custom  of  keeping  open  State  headquarters  with  that  '*  outward 
and  visible  sign  of  the  inward  and  spiritual  grace  "  of  hospitality,  something  for 
the  inner  man,  makes  demands  upon  the  active  officers  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  that  cannot  be  met  if  their  legislative  functions  are  to  be  exercised. 

A  radical  change  in  the  conduct  of  the  surroundings  of  the  Triennial  must  be 
made  before  its  proper  work  can  be  well  done.  I  urge  that  at  the  1890  session 
of  all  Grand  Commanderies  the  situation  be  fully  discussed  and  some  line  of 
action  determined  upon.  To  be  effective  it  must  be  the  subject  of  instruction  to 
representatives  and  be  determined  in  advance. 
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These  have  been  our  views  for  a  long  time.  We  have  always  thought  that  if 
there  is  any  good  in  the  concern,  it  would  appear  whenever  the  meetings  of  the 
body  are  held  for  busintss^  and  not  for  a  **  blow-out.'^  He  also  reports  the 
Order  in  a  healthy  and  satisfactory  state.  He  expresses  the  hope  that  the  obser- 
vance of  Easter  will  become  universal — to  which  we  say,  Amen,  provided  the 
services  are  held  in  the  Asylums.  Proceedings  local;  $i,8ooin  the  treasury,  $908 
spent  in  Washington  in  sustaining  the  dignity  of  Wisconsin  at  the  Triennial — 
wasted! 

Our  talented  and  erudite  friend  and  brother.  Sir  W.  C.  Swain,  presented  his 
seventh  Report  on  Correspondence,  which,  like  the  other  six,  is  a  mighty  good 
one.     This  is  his  preface  : 

We  come  before  our  fraters  with  osr  Serenth  Annual  Report.  It  seems  but 
yesterday  since  we  craved  indnlgence  for  our  fir^t.  We  do  not  dare  to  ask  for- 
bearance for  this,  because  you  would  naturally  say,  if  we  cannot  do  well  now,  we 
never  wilL  StiH,  Jacob  worked  on  a  stock  farm  seven  years  for  a  wife,  and  then 
he  didn't  get  his  best  girl,  and  had  to  put  in  seven  years  more  before  his  educa- 
tion in  that  line  was  completed.  So  we  will  live  in  the  hope  that,  if  we  are 
continued  to  write  for  so  long,  in  another  seven  years  we  will  give  you  something 
worth  reading,  in  addition  to  the  extracts,  which  we  especially  recommend. 

We  hope  Bro.  Swain  has  resorted  to  no  disreputable  practices  in  attaining  his 
lofty  position  in  the  corps,  as  Jacob  did  to  increase  the  number  of  ring-streaked 
and  speckled  cattle !  If  Laban  had  an  idea  that  he  could  euchre  a  descendant  of 
Abraham,  he  made  a  mistake  not  common  in  our  day. 

Under  California  we  find  this,  which  explains  itself : 

California,  not  wishing  to  be  outdone  by  any  other  Jurisdiction,  any  more  than 
did  the  colonel  who  detailed  fifteen  men  of  his  regiment  for  baptism  because  his 
rival  regiment  had  baptised  twelve,  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  ritual  to 
be  presented  to  the  Grand  Encampment.  If  all  the  rituals  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared are  presented  there  will  be  but  little  time  left  for  anything  but  their  read- 
ing. Better  adopt  the  Tennessee  plan  of  a  skeleton  ritual,  leaving  it  to  each 
jurisdiction  to  fill  in  for  itself. 

And  this  in  response  to  Caswell's  blowing  about  the  "  glorious  climate  of  Cal- 
ifornia : 

We  don't  wish  to  destroy  Caswell's  illusions,  but  the  idea  o\  enjoying  Christ- 
mas, and  its  turkeys  and  plum  puddings,  with  open  windows  and  gentle  zephyrs, 
etcetera,  is  too  preposterous.  Don't  you  know  that  Christmas  carries  with  it  the 
idea  of  pleasant  fire  places  and  good  registers  in  warm  houses,  while  a  Minnesota 
blizzard  howls  outside?  How  could  you  relish  a  hot  Scotch  \n  your  climate? 
Come  up  into  a  bracing  atmosphere,  Caswell,  and  learn,  before  you  get  too  old. 

In  this  connection  we  wish  to  state  that  we  had  to  get  out  of  bed  on  the  night 
of  the  2d  inst. — we  write  this  on  January  9th,  1890 — and  put  up  a  mosquito  bar  to 
avoid  being  devoured  by  those  musical  pests  !  And  to-day  the  grass  is  green  and 
trees  in  bloom ! 

Bro.  Swain  devotes  considerable  space  to  our  report  of  1889,  and  is  so  pleas, 
ant  in  his  objections  to  what  he  does  not  approve  in  our  ideas,  that  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  read  him.  Regarding  the  uniformed  church-goers,  he  goes  for  us  in  the 
following  pleasant  way ; 

The  question  naturally  arises,  how  does  he  know  what  amount  of  worship  was 
in  the  hearts  of  those  men  in  uniform  as  they  marched  to  church,  that  he  assumes 
they  had  no  desire  thereby  to  honor  God  ?     We  remember  the  firs.t  time  Easter 
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services  were  publicly  held  in  our  city  by  the  Templars.  The  next  day  a  prom- 
iaent  citisen,  not  a  Mason,  in  commenting  on  it,  said  that  it  brought  the  tears  to 
his  eyes  to  see  that  body  of  men,  in  these  days  of  skepticism,  thus  publicly  testis 
fying  to  their  belief  in  Christianity.  We  find  no  fault  with  DeLap  for  condem- 
ning it,  but  we  do  ask  him  to  give  the  partakers  in  the  ceremonies  a  little  more 
credit  for  purity  of  intention. 

We  may  be  wrong,  and,  in  the  light  of  the  first  verse  of  the  seventh  chapter  of 
St.  Matthew,  we  fear  we  are,  and,  if  so,  we  are  sorry  I  We  do  not  wish  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  the  motives  of  anybody,  nor  would  we,  knowingly  or  wilfully  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  humblest  of  God's  children.  We  will  leave  the  matter  with 
our  fraters,  who  like  this  sort  of  thing,  simply  breathing  a  prayer  that  when  they 
do  thus  enter  the  earthly  courts  of  His  Tabernacle  their  hearts  may  be  attuned 
to  His  worship  and  praise. 

From  his  review  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  we  extract  the  following  : 

We  Said,  under  a  California  review,  that  his  decision  there  cited  capped  the 
climax.  We  retract  that  remark.  This  decidedly  caps  that.  He  informs  Grand 
Commander  Vamum  that  he  is  not  bound  by  the  action  of  his  Grand  Command- 
ery,  and  peremptorily  orders  him  to  disobey  it ;  but  cooly  informs  a  subordinate 
Commandery  that  it  is  so  bound,  and  must  remain  in  a  rebellion  in  which  it  had 
taken  no  part,  and  cannot  become  loyal  if  it  wishes  to  do  so ! 

We  dismiss  the  subject  with  stating  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
which  sustained  the  Grand  Master  and  censured  Iowa,  and  then  voted  her  back 
into  the  fold,  without  even  requiring  her  to  first  accept  the  ritual.  However,  as 
her  act  of  rebellion  consisted  in  simply  postponing  the  adoption  until  the  Trien- 
nial, we  presume  she  will  stomach  the  censure,  and  that  the  trouble  is  ended. 

The  ritual  itself  was  referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
skeleton  to  go  into  effect  February  i,  and  a  full  ritual  at  the  next  Triennial.  We 
hope  the  committee  will  concoct  the  skeleton  and  forget  the  remainder.  We  do 
not  learn  how  the  committee  is  constituted. 

John  P.  S.  Gobin,  being  next  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  takes  the  last  step  and 
succeeds  as  Grand  Master.  We  do  not  object  to  him,  but  do  object  to  the  step- 
ladder  system. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  Grand  Master  had  committed  highway  robbery, 
murder,  rape  or  arson  his  action  would  have  been  endorsed  by  that  august  body  I 
simply  because  he  was  the  Grand  High-cock-a-lorem. 

There  are  about  four  thousand  good  things  in  Sir  Swain's  report  that  we  would 
like  to  copy — but  time  and  space  forbid. 

Sir  Adolph  H.  Wagner  is  Grand  Commander ;  Gnmd  Recorder  and  Reporter 
same  as  before. 


CONCLUSION. 


Through  great  tribulation  we  have  at  length  reached  the  end  of  our  labors.^ 
We  have  endeavored  to  properly  consider  the  different  pamphlets  that  have 
reached  us.  Quite  a  number  are  absent,  but  the  fault  is  not  ours.  No  doubt 
had  we  enjoyed  the  priceless  blessing  of  good  health,  this  would  have  been  a  bet- 
ter report.  Outside  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  the  Order  teems  to  be  in  a 
healthy  and  growing  condition,  and  we  trust  there  will  soon  be  an  awakening 
in  this  corner  of  the  vineyard.    To  those  of  the  "Corps'*  who  had  a  kindly 
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word  and  greeting  for  Mississippi  and  tlii«  Committee,  we  are  grateful ;  to  those 
^f  a  contrary  mind,  and  who  sneer  at  our  poverty  and  the  smallness  of  our  num- 
ber, we  have  only  this  to  say,  that  **  the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong."  We  are  little,  b«t  extremely  loud;  and  when  our  Speed 
gets  on  the  war-path,  loaded  for  bear»  the  ha  is  bound  to  fly. 

Praying  that  prosperity  and  happiness  may  attend  you  all,  and  that  our  Order 
may  continue  to  grow  in  numbers  and  usefulness,  I  remain 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP, 
For  the  Committee. 


SIR  J.  A.  RAINWATER, 

Mississippi  Cohmanderv,  No.  i. 


f 


Se> 


Sir  William  Richards 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand Commandery.  Representatives — PostojgUe.  Date\of  Commission, 

Alabama Wm.  G.  Little,  Mobile January  i8,  1890 

Arkansas Geo.  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City January  18,  1890 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco. .  December^23,  1890 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville. . .  January  2,  1890 

Conncticut Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden 

Dakota. 

Georgia 

Illinois Jas.  C.  H awley,  Dixon December  23,   1889 

Indiana Jno.  W.  Cruft,  Tere  Haute November  28,  1889 

Iowa James  Morton, December  18,    1889 

Kansas John  M.  Price,  Atchison January  18,    1890 

Kentucky 

Louisiana. 

Maine J.   H.  Drummond,  Portland December  23,  1889 

Maryland John  S.  Tyson,  Baltimore January  6,  1890 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island 

Minnesota Calvin  L.  Spaulding,  Brainard .  .^January  18,  1890 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis February  5,  1890 

Montana 

Nebraska Sam'l  W.  Hays,  Norfolk January  24,  1890 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey Thos.  Godson, December  23,   1889 

New  York Horace  E.  Allen,   Bingham  ton.  .January  18,  1890 

North.  Carolina J.  W.  Hunter,  Winston December  20,  1889 

Oregon - 

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell,   Nashville.  .January  21,  1890 

Texas 

Vermont Geo.  W.  Squire,  Swanton January  18,  1890 

Virginia J 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma. . .  May  24,  1889 

Wisconsin 

West  Virginia. Thos.  M.  Darrah,   Wheeling. . . .  February  6,  1890 

Wyoming. Sam'l  J.  Dickey,  Evanston January  18,  1890 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  TO  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF   MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand  Commandery,  Jiepreseniatives — Postoffice,  Date  of  Commission. 

Alabama Jas.  M.  McKee,  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Arkansas Rev.  W.  P.  Browne,  Meridian January  15,  1890. 

California 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  M.  D.,  Canton January  24,  1890. 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Georgia Wm.  Priestley,   Canton February  4, 1890. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Paxton,  p.  g.  c.  Vicksburg.  .January  22,  1890. 

Indiana 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c.  Vicksburg. . , December  31,  1889. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p  g.  c.  Natchez. .  .January  15, 1890. 

Kentucky J  no.  H.  Gordon,  p.  g.  c.  Port  Gibson.  January  i,  1890. 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland Frank  Burkitt,  Okolona February  10,   1890. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island. B.  A.  Vaughn,  p.  g.  c.  Columbus January  15,  1890. 

Minnesota ..H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  g.  c.  Winona.. January  15,  1890. 

Missouri J.  L.    Power,  Jackson February  4,  1890. 

Montana 

Nebraska Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Natchez     January  6,  1890  . 

New  Jersey N.  S.  Walker,  p.  g.  c.  Port  Gibson. January  6,   1890. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee Wm.  Starling,  Greenville January  21,  1890. 

Vermont J.J.  Hays,  g.  c,  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Washington King  Dor  wart,  Greenville January  24,  1890. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen Januasy  24,  1890. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama E.  R.  Hastings Montgomery. 

Arkansas Jas.  A.  Henry Little  Rock. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswsll San  Francisco. 

Canada,  Great  Priory Daniel  Spry Barrie,  Ontario. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Pariielee Pueblo. 

Connecticut Jos.  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

Dakota Bruce  M.  Rowley Huron. 

England  and  Wales W.  Tinkler London,  22  C.  L. 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana. Wm.  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

Iowa Alf.  Wingate Des  Moines. 

Ireland John  A.  Baker Dublin. 

Kansas C.  Beck » . . .  LetvenWorth. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninger  ....  Covington. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Ira  Berry  . .  ^ Portland. 

Maryland John  H.  Miller Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island. . .  Alfred  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota. Thos,   Montgomery St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.  Louis. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York RoBT.  Macoy New  York. 

North  Carolina Horace  H.  Munson Wilmington. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell Dayton. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meyer Philadelphia. 

Oregon F.  J.  Babcock Salem. 

Prince  Edward  Island Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Lindsey  Mackersey Edinburg. 

Tennessee Geo.  C.  Connor Chattanooga. 

Texas Robt.  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds Burlington. 

Victoria,  Great  Priory T.  O.  Neuman Melbourne,  Aus'a* 

Virginia Wm,  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

Washington Thos.  M.  Reed Qlympia. 

Wyoming Adrian  J.  Parshall Cheyenne. 

West  Virginia R.  C.  Dunnington Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment. — Sir  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Grand  Master,  Pennsylvania ;  Wil- 
liam B  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Con- 
clave, at  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1892. 


GRAND  COMMANDERS, 

Prom  Organization,  1857,  to  1890. 


Wm.  H.  Stevens 1857  to  i858->Died,  October  13,  1866. 

Geo.  p.  Crump 1858  to  1859— Died,  i860. 

Giles  M.  Hillyer 1859  to  i860 — Died,  April  23,  1871 . 

Harvey  W.  Walter i860  to  i86i^Died,  September  19,  1878* 

Benj.  S.  Tappan 1861  to  1866— Died,  March  1,1866. 

Edward  Lea 1866  to  1867— Died,  1867. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove i867  to  1868 — Died,  December  29,  1878. 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 1868  to  1869— Died,  January  26,  1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley. .  • . . .  1869  to  1870 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to  1871— Died,  October  14,  1872. 

Wm.  S.  Patton 1871  to  1872— Died,  July  5,  1889. 

£.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to  1873 

E.  T.  Henry 1873  to  1874— Died,  April  10,  1881. 

P.  M.  Savery,  Tupelo 1874  to  1875 

GiD  W.  Cox,  Columbus 1875  to  1876 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to  1877 

Wm.  a.  Faikchild 1877  to  1878'^Died,  September  20,    878. 

Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg 1878  to  1879 

Chas.  M.  Erwin 1879  to  1880 

Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez 1880  to  188 1 

Wm.  French 1881  to  i882--Died,  April  28,  1884. 

JAS.  T,  Meade 1882  to  1883 

H.  M.  Romberger,  Winona 1883  to  1884 

W.  P.  TowLER,  Jackson,  Tenn 1884  to  1885 

John  H.  Gordon.  Port  Gibson 1885  to  1886 

B.  A.  Vaughn,  M.  D.,  Columbus,.*.  1886  to  1887 

N.  S.  Walker,  Port  Gibson 1887  to  1888 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to  1890 

Jas.  J.  Hays,  Vicksburg 1890  to  1891 
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Sir    I.  J     HAWS 

SiK   J     K.    LEIGH 

Sir  W.  a  BODENHAMEk. 
Sir  S.  W.  FERGUSON  .  .  . 
Rev  Sir  \VM.  CROSS  .  .  . 
Sir  J.  C  FRENXH.  .  . 
Sir  J  as.  H.  GUNNING.  .  . 
Sir  C    T.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Sir  J.   L.   POWER 

Sir  king  DORWART  .    . 

Sir  M.   NEIHVSEI 

Sir   W.    K.   MOORING   .    .    . 
Sir  C.   W.    BOLTON  .    .    .    . 


VlCKSRlKi;   .     .     - 

coiamhvs.  .    .    . 
Okolona..  . 
CJrkknvillk  .  .    . 
Grkknville  .    .    . 

Natchez 

Vicksdurg  .    .    . 

Natchez 

LVCKSON 

Greenville.  .    . 

Natchez 

Water  V alley.. 
Pontotoc.  .    . 


.  Grand  (\mmaiuler. 

.  Deputy  GiaiK^  Cojiiinander. 

.  (Jrniifl  Gcneialissinio. 

.  Grand  Captain  General. 

(irand  Prelate. 
.  Grand  Senior  Wardtn 

Grand  Junior  Wanleri. 
.Grand  Treasurer. 
.  Grand  Recorder. 
.  Grand  Standard  Beartr. 
.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
.  Grand  Warder. 
.  CJrand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


ST  fti;;DlN.G  C0MM1TTE.E.S. 

Templar   Law— Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg  ;  Wm.   G.    Paxton,    Vicksburg; 
P,  M.  Savery,  Tupelo. 

Fraiernal  CoKREsroNDENCE — E.  Geo    DeLap,  Naichez. 


The  Thirty-First  Annial  (^rand  Conclan  e  will   \>v  held 
in  the  city  (^f  Okolona  on  the  .second  Tuesday  in  Febru- 
ary,   1 89 1,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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THE  TBIRTT-SECOND  ANNUAL  GRAND  CONCLAVE 

will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Vicksburg,  on  ihe  second  Tues- 
day in  February,  1892,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


#ran!tr  Commaittr^rs* 


THIRTY-FIRST     ANNUAL    CONCLAVE. 


^T^^HE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi  assembled 
/«^^  in  its  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of  Ivanhoe  Com- 
\j%^  mandery,  No.  to,  in  the  city  of  Okolona,  on  Tuesday,  February  lo,  1891, 
a^    at  10  o'clock  A.M. 


PRESENT : 


R.'.  E.'.  Sir  J.  J.  Hayes Grand  Commander. 

E.'.  Sir  J.  R.  McIntosh as  Deputy  Qrand  Commander. 

E.'.  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.-.  Sir  S.  W.   Ferguson Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Cross Grand  Prelate. 

R.  •.  E.-.  Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  p.g.c as  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.'.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Gunning Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.«.  Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin as  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  •.  Sir  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

E.'.  Sir  King  Dor  wart Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  •.  Sir  William  Starling i ...  as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.'.  Sir  Frank  Burkitt as  Grand  Warder. 

E.'.  Sir  C.  W.  Bolton Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

The  following  Grand  Officers  being  absent : 

V.-.  E.-.  Sir  J.  E.  Leigh Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.-.  Sir  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  • .  Sir  M.  Neihysel Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

The  following  Past  Grand  Officers  were  present : 

R.\  E.-.  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.*.  Sir  P.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

R  •.  E. •.  G.  W.  Cox Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.'.  Wm.  (5.  Paxton Past  Grand  Commander. 

R/.  E.'.  B.  A.  Vaughan Past  Grand  Commander 

R.".  E.'.  Frederic  Speed Past  Grand  Commander. 


k 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1891 

Also  a  number  of  visiting  Sir  Knights  from  Ivanhoe,  DeMolay  and  other  Com- 
manderies. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  duly  opened  and  proceeded  to  the  Baptist  church 
where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  observed,  and  a  sermon  very  appropriate  to 
the  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  William  Cross. 

The  offering  on  the  occasion  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  proposed  Masonic 
Widows'  and  Orphans*  Home,  and  amounted  to  $23,501  which  was  handed  to 
Rev.  Sir  A.  H.  Barkley,  Custodian. 

On  return  to  the  Asylum,  the  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  delivered  his  Ad- 
dress, as  follows  : 

ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Sir  Knights — I  welcome  you  to  this,  the  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  and  congratulate  you  that  so  many  of  our  number  have  been 
spared  to  renew  the  ties  of  knighthood,  to  grasp  each  other  by  the  hand,  and  to 
return  the  fraternal  salutations  which  are  known  and  appreciated  only  by  those 
who  have  entered  our  Asylum.     We  shall  miss  some  old  friends  who  have  passed 
through  the  entrance  of  the  Grand  Asylum  above,  and  who  do  now  rest  from 
their  earthly  labors,  but  in  their  places  there  will  stand  others  ready  and  willing 
to  take  up  the  work  which  they  have  laid  down.     Thus  it  is  that  Freemasonry  goes 
on  from  year  to  year  perpetuating  itself,  drawing  from  the  lives  of  those  who  have 
preceded  us  lessons  to  stimulate  us  to  manfully  perform  the  duties  of  life.     Let 
us  then  enter  upon  our  work  with  a  good  heart,  neither  discouraged  nor  dismayed 
by  the  disappointments,  anxieties  or  trials  which  we  have  to  encounter,  stimu- 
lated to  renewed  exertion  in  the  noble  cause  of  Knighthood  by  the  knowledge 
-  that  there  yet  remains  to  be  done  as  noble  deeds,  as  chivalric  acts,  as  generous 
and  noble  a  self-sacrifice  as  characterized  the  Crusaders  of  old  in  their  attempt  to 
wrest  the  Holy  Sepulchre  from  the  sacriligious  hands  of  the  infidel  hordes.     To 
assist,  protect  and  defend  the  weary,  way-worn  traveller,  who  finds  the  heights 
of  fortune  inaccessible,  and  the  thorny  paths  of  life  broken  ;  to  succor,   defend, 
and  protect  the  innocent,  the  distressed,  and  the  helpless,  is  the  creed  of  modern 
Templarism,  and  affords  a  field  of  exertion  worthy  of  our  highest  endeavor. 

The  year  which  has  passed  since  you  did  me  the  honor  to  call  me  to  preside 
over  this  Grand  Commandery,  has  been  uneventful  and  unmarked  by  any  inci- 
dents calling  for  an  extended  report.  While  the  Masonic  revival  which  has  been 
progressing  in  the  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  has  not  yet  reached  our  Comman- 
deries,  owing  to  the  slow  progress  of  candidates  through  the  Chapters,  the  out- 
look is  decidedly  promising,  and  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  theday  is  close  at 
hand  when  our  Asylums  will  again  be  thronged  with  weary  pilgrims  seeking  for 
the  honors  and  rewards  which  await  the  valiant  Knight  Templar. 

Gyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  which,  for  a  number  of  years  had  ceased  its  labors 
and  was  deemed  incapable  of  resuscitation,  has  resumed  labor  under  a  special 
dispensation  granted  by  me  on  the  14th  of  July  last,  to  C.  M.  Kelly,  James 
Eakins,  D.  A.  Ray,  R.  E.  Harris  and  W.  E.  Harris,  former  members  of  Cyrene, 
and  F.  W.  Bross  and  J.  B.  Smith,  formerly  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2  ;. 
J.    A.   Mooser,    formerly  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,    No.  10;  William  Brown, 
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formerly  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 ;  John  K  emper,  formerly  of  Mobile 
Commandery,  No.  6,  and  G.  Smallshof,  formerly  of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No. 
I,  empowering  them  to  re-open  said  Command ery  and  continue  its  labors  until 
your  pleasure  conld  be  made  known.  A  large  number  of  candidates  have  been 
Knighted  or  are  petitioning  for  the  Orders,  and  I  take  much  pleasure  in  recom- 
mending to  you  to  restore  its  charter. 

April  1st,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8,  to  act 
upon  several  petitions  for  the  Orders,  at  a  called  meeting. 

June  24th,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Delta  Commandery,  No.  16,  to  hold  a 

special  meeting  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  a  Companion  residing  in  Tunica  county. 

January  2,  1 89 1,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i, 

to  hold  a  special  Conclave  for  the  election  of  officers  and  to  act  upon  petitions, 

without  the  usual  delay. 

January  8th,  189 1, 1  granted  a  dispensation  to  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  to 
receive  and  act  upon  several  petitions  without  the  usual  delay. 

January  26th,  1891,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Delta  Commandery,  No.  16,  to 
hold  a  special  conclave  for  the  election  of  officers.  In  this  connection  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  amending  our  regulations  as  to  permit  the 
annual  election  to  be  held  after,  instead  of  before,  the  Christmas  holidays,  it 
having  been  found  impracticable  even  in  our  most  active  Commanderies,  to  se- 
cure a  full  attendance  at  that,  the  busiest  season  of  the  year. 

I  decided  that  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  could  not  hold  an  election  of  offi- 
cers until  its  charter  had  been  restored  by  you,  regarding  them  as  a  Commandery 
under  Dispensation,  until  you  should  act  in  the  premises. 

During  the  year  Right  Eminent  Charles  Roome,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Knights 
Templar  in  the  United  States,  received  his  discharge  from  this  earthly  warfare,  and 
entered  into  the  Grand  Asylum  above.  He  was  a  kind-hearted  and  amiable  gen- 
tleman, greatly  beloved  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  who  had  attained  to  the 
highest  honors  in  Masonry,  and  filled  numerous  positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived. 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  and  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  being  in 
arrears  for  returns  and  dues  for  several  years,  and  there  being  no  immediate  pros- 
pects for  their  revival,  their  charters  were  duly  declared  forfeited  May  24th, 
1890. 

During  the  year  I  received  a  commission  for  Sir  Knight  Gus.  J.  Bahin  as  the 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Texas,  and  that  of  Sir 
Knight  John  D.  Miles,  as  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
New  Hampshire. 

In  laying  down  the  trust  which  you  committed  to  my  hands  a  year  ago,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  a  regret  that  the  duties  of  the  office  have  not  been  more 
onerous,  but  as  I  have  before  said,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  of  good  heart  and 
take  courage  for  the  future.  The  duties  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  will, 
unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken  in  the  signs  of  the  times,  be  more  extensive  and 
call  for  greaterjexertions  than  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  bestow. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  confidence,  I  return  the  trust  committed  to  my 

keeping. 

JAS.  J.  HAYES,  Grand  Commander. 
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On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Savery,  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  E.*' 
Grand  Commander  was  referred — 

1.  So  much  as  refers  to  arrest  of  charters,  to  the  Committee  on  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

2.  So  much  as  relates  to  Dispensations  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations. 

3.  So  much  as  refers  to  time  of  holding  Annual  Conclave,  to  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law. 

4.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Knightly  Dead,  to  a  Special  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Sirs  J.  L.  Power,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  Fredetic  Speed. 

5.  So  much  as  relates  to  Grand  Representatives,  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 

Sirs  S.  B.  Brown,  King  Dorwart  and  B.  A.  Vaughan  were  announced  as  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  who  reported  as  follows  : 

REPORT    OF  COMBCITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

7o  the  Grand  Commantfery  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the  following 
Sir  Knights  in  attendance  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
manderies named  : 

Mississippi,  No.  i — Sir  J.  L.  Power,  p.e.c.,  Representative. 
Magnolia,  No.  2 — Sir  Jas.  H    Gunning,  Representative. 
Rosalie,  No.  5— Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  p.ec,  p.g.c,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

— Sir  Henry  Clark,  P.E.C. 

— Sir  G.  J.  Bahin,  s.w. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6 S.  B.  Brown,  P.E.C.,  E.  C. 

DeMolay,  No.  8 — ^Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.e.c,  pg.c.  Generalissimo. 

Sir  T.  A.  Teasdale,  Captain-General. 

;Sirs  Jas.  T.    Harrison,  T.   B.    Franklin,   W.  B.  Weaver, 
members. 

Cyrene,  No.  9 — Sir  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  P.E.C.,  E.  C. 

Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan. 

IVANHOE.  No.  10 — Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p  E.C.,  E.  C. 

Sir  W.  M.  Buchanan,  Captain-General. 

Delta,  No.  16 — Sir  Wm.  Starling,  E.  C. 

Sir  King  Dorwart,  Gen'o. 
Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson,  Captain- General. 

Also  a  good  number  of  visitors  from  Ivanhoe  and  other  Commanderies. 

The  following  Commanderies  are  not  represented,  nor  have  they  made  their 
returns  to  this  Grand  Conclave  : 

Lexington,  No.  3;  Holly  Springs,  No.  4;  Canton,  No.  12;  Coeur  de  Lion^ 
No.  13.  Courteously  submitted, 

S.  B.  Brown, 
King  Dorwart, 
B.  A.  Vaughan, 

Committee. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap  submitted  his  annual  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  and,  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Speed,  the  same 
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was  received  and  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings,  and  Sir  DeLap  allowed 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  preparing  the  Report. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account,  which,  with 
accompanying  vouchers,  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  Committees. 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

To  Me  H.',  £,',  Commandety  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Twenty-First  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  1890  are  as  follows: 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 Balance $19  50 

Magnolia  Coramandery,  No.  2 Dues  for  1889 38  00 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4 Dues  for  1889 21  00 

Rosalie,  No.  5 Dues  for  1889 87  50 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6 Dues  for  1889 36  09 

DeMolay,  No.  8 Dues  for  1889 15  00 

Ivanhoe,  No.  10 Dues  for  1889 25  60 

Coeur  de  Lion,  No.  13 Dues  for  1889 13  00 

Canton,  No.  12 Dues  for  1889 15  oo 

Total $270  60 

The  following  statement  of  Commanderies  in  arrear  is  submitted  for  the  action 
of  Grand  Commandery  : 

Mississippi,  No.  i — Owes  accumulated  dues  to  amount  of  $113.00,  and  made 
no  return  for  1889. 

Lexington,  No.  3 — No  return  or  dues  for  1888,  1889. 

Delta,  No.  i6->Dues  for  1889,  $35.95,  which,  with  the  dues  of  1890,  will  be 
settled  at  this  Grand  Conclave. 

The  charters  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  and  Grenada  Con:  mandery,  No. 
1 5,  arrested  by  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  for  protracted  arrearages,  and 
because  they  had  ceased  to  meet,  were  received  April  11. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  on  July  11,  of  preparing  a  dispensation  for  the  signature  of 
Grand  Commander,  for  the  revival  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9.  at  Meridian. 

The  proceedings  of  thelast  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  Consti- 
tution, Code  of  Statutes  and  Digest  were  received,  and  .duly  distributed  to  the 
Grand  Officers  and  Commanderies. 

During  the  year,  commissions  were  received  and  forwarded  to  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives as  follows : 

Grand  Commandery  of  Montana — To  Sir  R.  B.  Brannin, 

Grand  Commandery  of  Penn.«ylvania — To  Sir  Chas.  T.  Chamberlain. 

Grand  Commandery  of  California — To  Sir  P.  M.  Savery. 

Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota — To  Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson. 

Grand  Commandery  of  Texas — To  Sir  G.  J.  Bahin. 

Several  nominations  are  on  file  for  appointment  to  other  Grand  Commanderies, 
which  will  be  made  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  as  soon  as  suitable  blank 
commissions  can  be  prepared.  Those  heretofore  issued  do  not  compare  in 
**  style ''  with  most  of  those  received  from  other  Jurisdictions. 

The  following  tabulated  statemet  of  returns  received  is  submitted  : 
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COMMANDERIES. 

No. 
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8 
9 
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13 
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1 

Orders 
Conferred 

• 

no 

1 

< 

OS 

*^ 

a 

• 
V 

B 

5 

• 

Q 

I 

Suspended 
for  Dues. 

Suspended 
U.  C. 

w 

a 

o 
H 

Total 
Members. 

MississiDDi 

$i8  90 

48  85 
21  00 

63  55 

39  80 

77  30 

40  00 

51  20 
m  00 

18 

Magnolia 

Hollv  SDrinsrS* 

2 

3 

37 
21 

Rosalie 

4 
5 

lO 

8 
5 

2 

I 
I 

2 

5» 
26 

St.  Cyr 

I 

De  Molay. 

Cyrene 

26 

20 

Ivanhoe 

Canton* 

7 

3 

I 

25 

IC 

Coeur  de  Lion 

I 
I 

36. 

•  • 

12  6^    I'l 

Delta 

•0  *'j 
25  00 

00 

I 

7 

7 

7 

••    •  •• 

^Statistics  estimated. 

413  35  297 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  account  of  Grand  Treasurer  was  submitted  and  referred  to  Finance  Com- 
mittee, as  follows : 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT 


Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  wilh  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Dr. 

Feb.  II,  1890.     To  balance  this  date $  7793 

Feb.  10,   1891.     To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date 270  60 

$  348  53 
Cr. 

J.  J.  Hayes,  Magnolia,  No.  2,  expenses 9  00 

M.  H.  Leach,  Holly  Springs,  No.  4 11   50 

M.  Neihysel,  Rosalie,  No.  5,  expenses 25  00 

W.  E.  Moring,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  expenses 8  50 

J.  E.  Leigh,  DeMolay,  No.  8,  expenses 10  65 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  expenses 11  60 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Coeur.de  Lion,  No.  13,  expenses 13  00 

E.  G.  DeLap,  Foreign  Correspondence 25  00 

Duesto  Grand  Encampment ii  50 

Proceedings  and  other  printing 128  75 

Postage '. 14  65 

Salary  Grand  Recorder 5000 

*  319  IS 

In  Treasury  this  date,    Feb.  18,  1891 29  38 

$  348  S3 
Courteously  submitted, 

CHAS.  T.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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The  Graod  Recorder  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  Mississippi  Comman- 
dery,  No.  i — that  so  many  of  its  small  membership  are  nonresidents  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  a  quorum,  etc.;  and  on  motion  of  Sir  Speed,  all  arrearages  of  said  Com- 
mandery,  except  for  the  years  1889,  1890,  were  remitted. 

Sir  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  £.■.  C*.  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  submitted  the 
report  of  work  done  by  said  Commandery  since  it  had  resumed  labor  under 
special  dispensation ;  and  on  motion,  the  charter  of  said  Commandery  was  re* 
stored. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Savery,  for  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  submitted 
the  following  with  request  that  the  same  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  which  was  agreed  to  by  a  unanimous  and  rising  vote  : 


IN    MEMORIAM 


SIR  ROBERT  C.  PATTY. 

MEMBER     OF    IVANHOE   COMMANDERY,     NO.     lO,     KNIGHTS    TEMPLAR,     OKOLONA, 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Born  in  Winston  connty.  Miss.,  July  9th,  1846 ;  made  a  Mason  in  Macon 
Lodge,  No.  40,  Macon,  Miss.,  in  1874 ;  received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in 
1887,  the  same  being  conferred  by  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i,  at  Jackson, 
Miss.,  said  Commandery  acting  for  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10;  entered  rest 
at  his  home  in  Macon,  Miss.,  December  31,  1890. 

Our  beloved  Frater  was  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  a  noble  manhood — a 
leader  among  men — a  shining  light  in  the  ohurch — the  pride  and  hope  of  family, 
kindred,  and  a  host  of  devoted  friends— a  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knight, 
always  alert  and  eager  for  battle  against  the  vices  and  immoralities  of  life,  ever 
wielding  his  sword  in  defence  of  the  right  and  crushing  out  the  wrong.  God*s 
messenger  came  quickly,  but  found  him  ready.  Pilgrimage  over,  warfare  ceased, 
days  of  penance  ended,  he  has  entered  the  Asylum  of  rest  in  the  Paradise  of  God. 
His  untarnished  sword  is  sheathed,  helmet  doffed,  armor  laid  at  the  foot  of  the 
crose,  and  his  banneret  furled.  His  mortal  casket  lies  under  the  daisies,  but  his 
good  deeds  and  pure  life  are  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  his  Fraters~a  far  nobler 
mausoleum  than  was  ever  chiseled  in  marble  or  moulded  in  bronze. 

His  Masonic  life  has  been  well  spent.  In  ten  years  he  had  ascended  step  by 
step,  from  the  ground  floor  to  the  highest  seat  in  the  Temple — from  an  Entered 
Apprentice  to  Grand  Master  of  Masons.  All  his  work  was  good,  true,  square — 
just  such  as  entitles  the  craftsman  to  wages.  Charity  and  hospitality,  the  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  a  Knight  Templar,  found  in  him  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the 
precious  tenets.  Could  he  have  chosen  how  his  name  should  be  recorded  in  the 
*'Book  of  Life,"  we  conceive  he  would  have  had  it  written,  **One  who  loves  God 
and  his  fellowmen,"  and  his  parting  benediction  would  have  been 

**The  grace  of  Heaven 
Before,  behind  thee,  and  on  every  hand, 
Enwheel  thee  round." 

We  tender  Knightly  condolence  to  the  surviving  loved  ones  of  our  deceased 
Frater,  commending  them  to  the  care  of  the  Master  and  invoking  His  blessings 
upon  them. 
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Let  this  tribute  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  Commandery,  inscribed  upon  its 
records,  three  hundred  copies  printed  for  use  of  Knights  Templar  and  relatives  of 
deceased,  the  banners  of  the  Commandery  draped  and  members  thereof  wear. 
Templar  badge  of  mourning  thirty,  days  ;  also 

Let  this  tribute  be  presented  by  the  Committee  to  Grand  Commandery  Knights 
Templar  of  Mississippi  as  a  token  of  the  esteem  and  love  that  Ivanhoe  Com- 
mandery No.  lo,  have  for  their  illustrious  Brother  and  Sir  Knight. 

P.  M.  S  A  VERY,  Chr'n. 
Frank  Burkitt, 
N.  G.  Augustus, 
R.  B,  Brannin, 
Chas.  B.  Hood, 
W.  M.  Buchanan, 
C.  W.  Bolton, 

Committee  on  Tribute. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

On  motion  of  Sir  J.  H.  Gunning,  the  thanks  of  Grand  Commandery  were  ten- 
dered to  Rev.  Sir  William  Cross,  Grand  Prelate,  for  the  very  able  and  appropri- 
ate discourse  delivered  by  him  this  morning  ;  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  fur- 
nish a  copy  for  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Conclave,  and  that  three  hundred 
copies  be  separately  published  for  general  distribution. 

.  Past  Grand  Commander  Vaughan  moved  that  the  fees  of  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  for  Orders  conferred,  be  reduced  from 
$5.00  to  $3  00;  which  proposition  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  The 
Committee  reported  as  follows  : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposition  of  Sir  Knight 
Vaughan  to  reduce  the  dues  to  Grand  Commandery  for  Orders  conferred,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  make  the  reduction  at  the 
present  time. 

T.  A.  Teasdale, 
S.  B.  Brown, 
King  Dor  wart. 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
reports  and  accounts  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  checked  same 
with  vouchers  on  file,  and  beg  leave  to  report  all  as  being  correct. 

T.  A.  Teasdale, 
S.  B.  Brown, 
King  Dor  wart. 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap,  Sir  J.  D.  Miles,  Past 
Eminent  Commander  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  was  unanimously  created 
an  Honorary  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi 
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REPORT  ON  TEMPLAR  LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  : 

To  the  R,'.  £,\   Grand  Commandery  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander's  address  as  relates  to  Templar  law  beg  leave  to 
recommend  that  his  several  acts  and  dispensations  be  approved. 

Courteously  submitted » 

Frederic  Speed, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

Committee. 

ELECTION    OF    GRAND    OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  the 
several  ballbtings  resulting  as  follows : 

Sir  J.  E.  Leigh Columbus Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.  a.  BodeNhamer Okolona Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson Greenville Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  J.  C.  French Natchez Grand  Captain- General. 

Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Cross Greenville Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Jas.  H.  Gunning Vicksburg Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  King  Dorwart Greenville Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  R.  McIntosh Meridian Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  T..  A.  Teasdale Columbus Grand  Warder. 

Sir  C.  W.  Bolton Pontotoc Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

The  Grand  Commander  elect,  and  Grand  Captain-General  elect,  not  being 
present,  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  W.  G.  Paxton,  Past  Grand  Com* 
mander  B.  A.  Vaughan  was  requested  to  install  Sir  J.  £.  Leigh  into  the  office  of 
R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  in  the  Asylum  of  DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8 ; 
and,  on  his  further  motion.  Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap  was  requested 
to  install  Sir  J.  C.  French  into  the  office  of  Grand  Captain-General,  in  the  Asylum 
of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Savery,  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  was  authorized  to 
hold  a  special  Cor. clave  at  Aberdeen  during  the  present  week. 

At  2  o'clock,  the  Grand  Commandery  took  a  recess  till  4  o'clock  p.m. 


Afternoon  Session. 

The  time  of  recess  was  mainly  occupied  with  a  sumptuous  banquet  at  the  St. 
Elmo  Hotel,  tendered  by  the  courteous  and  hospitable  Knights  of  Ivanhoe 
Commandery,  No.  lo. 
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At  4  o'clock  P.M.,  Grand  Commandery  leturned  to  the  Asylum,  and  resumed 
business. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Paxton,  the  next  Annual  Conclave  shall  be  held  on  theTues* 
day  preceding  the  meeting  of-  Grand  Lodge,  and  at  same  place,  provided  there 
is  a  local  Commandery  thereat ;  otherwise,  the  Grand  Commander  shall  name  the 
place. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Commander  SAvery,  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 
was  created  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi. 

The  Grand  Recorder  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  Miss  Annie  Walter 
(daughter  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Harvey  W.  Walter),  who  is  now  pursuing 
her  studies  in  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which,  through 
the  efforts  of  friends,  she  secured  a  scholarship  ;  and  on  motion,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  towards  maintaining  this  deserving  young  lady 
in  her  studies. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Speed,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Grand  Officers  elect  be  in- 
stalled at  Aberdeen  to-morrow  morning,  except  Sir  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  Grand 
Sword  Bearer  elect,  who  is  obliged  to  leave  this  afternoon. 

Sir  Mcintosh  was  accordingly  installed  into  the  office  of  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

EXPRESSION    OF    THANKS. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap  offered  the  following,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  pre-eminently  due, 
and  hereby  most  courteously  tendered  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Ivanhoe  Comman- 
dery for  their  hospitable  and  generous  reception  and  treatment  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  at  this  Conclave. 

Resolved^  That  the  courtesies  extended  and  the  untiring  exertions  of  the  Sir 
Knights  to  make  our  stay  pleasant  will  be  an  oasis  in  the  pilgrimage  of  life  and 
a  bright  spot  upon  the  page  of  our  memory. 

Resohtdf  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
tendered  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  composing  the  choir  for  devotional  ser- 
vics. 

THANES  TO  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 

adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and  hereby  ten- 
dered to  R.'.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  Hayes  for  the  able,  urbane  and  courteous 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery and  performed  the  duties  of  his  high  office. 

REPORT  ON  TEMPLAR  LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Comnmndery : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  regarding  the  time  for  holding  the  An- 
nual Conclaves  of  Commanderies  be  adopted  by  amending  Article  III  By-Laws, 
so  as  to  read : 
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AltT.  3.  The  officers  of  Commanderies  shall  be  chosen  by  a  majority  of  ballots, 
without  nominations,  at  the  Stated  Conclave  preceding  the  Festival  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  in  each  year.  In  case  of  failure  to  elect  officers  on  the  day  desig- 
nated, the  Eminent  Commander  shall  call  a  special  conclave  for  that  purpose, 
taking  care  that  as  many  of  the  members  be  notified  of  the  time  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable. 

Frederic  Speed, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

Committee. 

GRAND  MASTER  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT. 

Sir  Speed  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Commandery  has  received  with  much  pleasure  in- 
formation of  an  intended  visit  by  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  to  this  Jurisdiction,  and  that 
he  is  to  be  accompanied  by  Sir  Geo.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Tennessee,  and  assures  them  a  cordial  welcome,  at  the  same 
time  regretting  that  their  visit  was  not  so  timed  that  they  could  be  present  with 
it  at  its  Annual  Conclave. 

THE  GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES 

Of  other  Jurisdictions,  who  had  not  previously  presented  their  Credentials, 
were  then  severally  introduced  to  the  Grand  Commandery  by  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Wm.  G.  Paxton,  as  follows : 

Grand  Commandery  of  New  York — E.  G.  DeLap,  P.G.c. 
Grand  Commandery  of  California — P.  M.  Savery,  P.G.c. 
Grand  Commandery  of  Texas— Gus  J.  Bahin. 
Grand  Commandery  of  Dakota — S.  W.  Ferguson. 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee — Wm.  Starling. 

Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island — B.  A.  Vaughan, 
P.G.c. 

Who  were  received  and  cordially  welcomed  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Fred- 
eric Speed,  who  made  complimentary  reference  to  each  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
deries named. 

Each  of  the  Grand  Representatives  then  made  suitable  response. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Savery,  in  responding  for  California,  reported  the 
death  of  four  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
within  six  months,  as  follows  : 

August  28th,  1890,  R,*.  E,'.  Sir  Tristam  Burges,  Grand  Commander  in 
1888,  died  at  his  home  in  San  Jose. 

October  30th,  1890,  R.\  /•..•.  Sir  Bruce  Benjamin  Lee,  Grand  Commander 
in  1880,  died  at  his  home  in  Red  Bluff. 

December  28th,  1890,  R,\  E,' .  Sir  Alexander  Gurdon  Abell,  Grand 
Commander  in  1861,  died  in  San  Francisco. 

January  15th,  1891,  Rr,  E,\  Sir  Philip  Walter  Keyser,  Grand  Com- 
mander in  1885,  died  at  his  home  in  Yuba  City. 

September  4th,  1890,  V.\  E.\  Sir  Alvin  Bacon  Preston,  Deputy  Grand 
Commander  in  1874,  died  in  Sonora,  California. 

Also  two  other  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery — Sir  Allen  Wood,  Past 
Eminent  Commander  of  Lassen  Commandery,  No.  ij,  died  August  1st,  1890,  at 
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Susanville;  and  Sir  Gideon  Wing,  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Pacific  Com- 
mander, No.  3,  died  August  4th,  1890,  at  Sonora,  Cal. 

The  Grand  Commandery.  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Aberdeen  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Second   Day. 


Tuesday,  February  11,  1891. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  pun-^uant  to  adjournment,   convened  at  10  o'clock 
this  morning  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NECROLOGY. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  submitted  the  following  report,  whieh  was  adop' 
ted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

To  the  R,\  E.'.    Grand  Commandery  : 

Your  Committee  on  Necrology  have  the  sad  duty  to  report  that  since  last 
Grand  Conclave,  the  following  beloved  fraters  have  ceased  from  their  labors 
among  us,  and  their  vacant  seats  in  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Asylums  remind  us 
that  "one  by  one"  we  are  passing  "over  the  river." 

Sir  "William  Priestley,  E.*.  C*.  of  Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  died 
August  12,  1890.  He  was  Grand  Prelate  in  1887,  ^^^  the  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia.  He  was  Pa^t  lV9a«>ter  of  Canton  Lodge,  No.  28, 
and  Past  High  Priest  of  Canton  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  10.  A  devoted  Tem- 
plar, and  a  useful  and  honored  citizen,  he  has  left  to  his  family  and  fraters  the 
aroma  of  a  precious  memory. 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  a  member  of  De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8,  and  Grand 
Generalissimo,  in  the  year  1878,  died  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  January  10,  1891. 
He  was  initiated,  passed  and  raised  in  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  5,  Exalted  in  Colum- 
bus Chapter,  No.  4,  and  constituted,  created  and  dubbed  a  Knight  Templar  in 
De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8  A  genial,  generous,  friend  and  Irater  has  been 
cut  down  in  the  very  prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood.     Requiescat  in  pace  ! 

The  beautiful  tribute  adopted  by  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  and  spread 
upon  the  records  of  this  Conclave,  indicates  the  great  loss  that  all  branches  of 
Freemasonry  in  Mississippi  sustains  in  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  C.  Paity.  His 
<Ieath  was  not  only  a  loss  to  our  institution,  but  to  the  various  and  important  in- 
terests with  which  he  was  identified.  After  several  years  of  faithful  service  on 
Committees  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  called  to  the  high  station  of  Grand 
Master  in  1885,  and  his  administration  came  fully  up  to  the  expectations  of 
the  Craft.  He  was  Chancery  Clerk  of  his  county  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1890,  and  Chairman  of  its  most  im- 
portant Committee,  on  Franchise.  The  arduous  labors  and  great  anxieties  inci- 
dent to  that  position,  with  other  extraordinary  demands  upon  his  time  and 
strength,  were  too  much  for  him,  and  he  left  the  Capital  for  his  home  in  Macon 
never  to  return.  He  was  born  in  Winston  county,  Miss.,  July  9,  1846,  and  died 
December  31,  1890. 

<*A  knightly  name  he  leaves  behind. 

Honored  by  all  who  knew  him  here ; 
No  spot  upon  his  shield  we  find, 

No  blemish  on  his  sword  or  spear." 
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And  there  are  others  whom  we  mourn.  In  the  return  of  Rosalie  Commandery, 
No.  5,  we  find  the  nanr.c  of  Sir  James  S.  Douglas,  who  was  knighted  in  that 
Commandery  in  1875,  and  who  has  been  a  devoted  Templar  since  that  time. 
We  are  not  informed  of  the  date  of  his  death,  but  he  hatt  finished  his  course,  and 
reached  the  end  of  life*s  pilgrimage — "not  lost,  but  only  gone  before." 

In  the  same  return,  your  Committee  find  recorded  the  death  of  Sir  Wm* 
Noon  AN,  on  31st  May,  1890.  He  had  been  a  zealous  member  of  Rosalie  for  more 
than  a  score  of  years,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  his  fraters.  He  was  genial, 
coidial  and  generous  in  disposition,  and  those  who  knew  him  best  loved  him 
most.  For  several  years  he  was  Superintendent  of  our  State  Prison,  and  dis 
charged  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position  humanely  and  efficiently. 

The  return  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  reports  the  names  of  Sir  Knights 
J.  H.  Mauldin  and  John  McCurley  as  having  entered  into  rest  during  the 
past  year — the  last  named  on  the  2Qth  of  April.  Your  Committee  regret  that  we 
have  no  data  for  such  mention  as  should  be  made  of  these  good  fraters,  who  were 
held  in  high  regard  by  their  brethren  and  by  their  fellow-citizens. 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i,  reports  the  death  of  Sir  J.  A.  Rainwater. 
He  was  a  citizen  of  Sardis,  and  died  at  his  home  in  that  place  November  30, 
1889  He  was  zealous  and  active  in  the  Lod^e  and  Chapter,  and  was  filling  the 
station  of  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  in  the  Grand  Chapter  when  the  Great  High 
Priest  summoned  him  to  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  on  high.  Sir  Knight  Rain- 
water was  prominently  identified  with  the  educational  interests  of  the  State, 
and  for  many  years  was  Superintendent  of  Education  in  Panola  county.  His 
death  was  widely  mourned,  and  his  upright  life  and  noble  character  will  be  a 
precious  memory  not  only  to  his  family  and  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  but 
to  hundreds  who  were  accustomed  to  meet  him  in  the  educational  and  fraternal 
assembles  that  he  so  loved  to  attend. 

To  the  widows  and  the  orphans  of  our  departed  brethren,  we  tender  our  pro- 
found sympathy ;  and  it  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  he  He  who  can  "temper  th^ 
winds  to  the  shorn  lambs,"  may  throw  over  them  the  shield  of  His  love  and  care, 
and  never  leave  nor  forsake  them  until,  in  the  "sweet  bye  and  bye"  they  shall  be 
re-united  forever. 

How  very  true  is  it  that — 

"Flying  months  and  years  remind  us 

Of  the  world  we're  passing  to  ; 
Let  us  leave  good  deeds  behind  us, 

In  the  world  we're  passing  through, 
Which  shall  be  the  deeds  of  kindness 

Watered  by  celestial  dew, 
And  shall  bear  good  fruits  for  others. 

Fruits  of  joy  and  peace  and  love, 
Years  long  after  we  are  singinjj 

In  the  immortal  land  above." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  Power, 
Frederic  Speed, 
B.  A.  Vaughan, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect,  except  those  heretofore  named,  were  duly  installed 
into  their  respective  stations  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed,  who 
made  a  most  felicitous  address. 

On  motion  of  Sir  DeLap,  Sir  Speed  was  requested  to  write  out  his  remarks  for 
insertion  in  proceedings. 
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The  V.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  appointed  the  foUowing  Sir  Knights 
a  Special  Committee  to  collect  fundi  and  make  all  arrangements  for  the  represen- 
tation of  ihe  Grand  Commandery  in  the  next 
Grand   Encampment :   J.   J.    Hayes,    Frank 
Burkilt,   Wm.   Cross,   J.   L.    Power,   J.    C. 

No  further  business  appearing,   the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Misussippi,   at  lO;lJ  A.M  , 

closed  its  Thirly-Firsl  Annual  Conclave  in 
Solemn  and  Knightly  Foim. 


rj^^.^ 


ADDENDA. 

The  R.-.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  elect,  Sir  J.  E.  Leigh,  was  installed  into  olhce 
Fehurary  12,  by  Past  Grand  Commander  J.  J.  Hayes,  in  the  Asylum  of  DeMolny 
Commandery  No.  8 ;  and  immediately  thereafter  advised  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
following  appoinlmenls: 

CuMMlTTEE  UN  TEMPLAR  LAW— Frederic   Speed,    Wm,   G,    PaxCon,    P.   M. 

Foreign  Correspondence — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Reporter. 

Attest  :  J-  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 
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RELIGION  versus  RELIGIONISM. 


PREACHED  AT  GREENVILLE,  MISSISSIPPI  FEBRUARY  10,  1891. 


BT    REV.    SIR   WILLIAM    CROSS,    GRAND    PRELATE. 


**  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require 
of  thee  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God." 
— MicAH  VI :  8th  Verse. 

A  few  moments  spent  in  considering  these  words  this  morning, 
would,  I  think,  be  profitable. 

They  express  the  true  object  of  all  revelation,  which  is  to 
make  men  good ;  they  express  the  inmost  meaning  of  all  life, 
which  is  the  attainment  of  holiness. 

Two  passages  ot  Scripture  propound  the  most  momentous 
question  which  the  mind  of  man  can  formulate,  and  give  the  very 
clearest  and  plainest  answer  which  the  language  of  man  can  ex- 
press. 

One  is  this  verse ;  the  other  is  the  passage  in  which  the  young 
ruler  asks,  **What  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  ?" 

There  the  answer  is  :  *'If  thou  wilt  enter  life,  keep  the  com- 
mandments.'' Here  the  answer  is :  ''  He  hath  shewed  thee,  O 
man,  what  is  good ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  but 
to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God  r 

Unmistakable  in  their  plainness,  these  words  sweep  away  the 
cobwebs  of  the  confusion  of  ages.  Frankly  accepted,  they 
would  be  an  eternal  cure  for  all  the  maladies  which,  age  after  age, 
have  afflicted  religion. 

They  show  that  the  aim  of  religion  is  to  elevate  charter,  to 
purify  conduct,  to  promote  goodness;  they  sum  up  the  mighty 
spiritual  teaching  of  the  prophets;  they  herald  the  essential 
moral  relation  of  the  Son  of  God. 

There  are  two  streams  which  flow  side  by  side  through  the  old 
Testament,  and  through  the  history  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
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frequently  do  not  mingle  their  waters — the  stream  of  religion 
and  the  stream  of  righteousness. 

The  word  "religion"  is  used  in  a  loose,  inaccurate  way  for 
various  things ;  but  in  its  proper  English  meaning,  as  when  the 
Bible  speaks  of  the  Jews'  religion,  and  as  when  Milton  speaks 
of  "gay  religion  full  of  pomp  and  gold/'  the  word  means  cer- 
tain opinions  and  certain  ordinances  ;  it  means  a  set  of  doctrines; 
it  means  a  mode  of  worship. 

Now,  outward  ordinances,  when  their  importance  is  exagger- 
ated, tend  to  become  burdensome  and  superstitious ;  and  relig- 
ious opinions,  when  maintained  by  ambition  and  self-interest 
have  deluged  the  world  with  crime  ;  and  that  is  why  the  great  poet 
Lucretius  represents  religion  as  a  lurid  and  menacing  spectre,  and 
writes  those  famous  words :  "Tantum  religio  potuit  suadere 
malorum" — so  many  curses  to  religion's  cause."  To  avoid  con- 
fusion, however,  I  will  call  this  not  religion,  but  religionism. 

Now,  a  stream  of  religionism  flows  through  the  Old  Testa- 
ment; it  centered  in  the  Temple;  the  Levitical  ordinances,  the 
whole  ceremonial  law  ;  and  the  same  sort  of  externalism  belongs 
as  much  to  idolatry  as  to  Judaism. 

All  this  code  has  neither  value  nor  significance  in  itself,  but 
solely  in  so  tar  as  it  may  be  a  help  or  adjunct  to  higher  things. 

Eeligionism,  when  it  ends  in  opinions  or  observances,  is  worth- 
less. 

Any  impure  and  ignorant  youth,  any  empty-h'eaded  and  sour- 
hearted  girl,  any  worldly  or  greedy  Dives  can,  in  this  sense,  be 
religious.  Persons  of  all  classes  are  delighted  to  believe  that 
with  such  cheap  and  easy  superficiality  Grod  is  pleased. 

Hence,  all  that  was  poorest  and  most  pagan  in  Judaism  eag- 
erly seized  on  this  element  in  their  sacred  books ;  they  would 
please  God  by  orthodoxy,  ritual,  gifts,  fastings,  holy  days,  sacri- 
fices^ the  right  way  of  burning  the  two  kidneys  in  the  fat — this 
would  give  them  a  delightful  sense  of  being  very  religious — 
while  they  let  their  slanderous  tongues  run  riot,  and  sated  with 
worldlinesa  their  greedy  hearts. 

The  religious  reform  of  Hezekiah  and  others,  being  mainly 
outward,  easily  slid  into  the  pagan  frippery  and  superstition  of 
Manasseh,  and  it  ended  in  the  worship  of  the  dead  letter,  the 
superstition  of  tradition  for  truth  and  of  religiosity  for  godli- 
ness. ' 

It  reached  the  splendor  of  its  zenith  in  Pharisaism,  which 
paid  scrupulous  tithes  of  mint,  anise  and  cummin,  and  forgot 
justice,  righteousness  and  faith. 

It  tried  to  establish  itself  forever  by  committing  the  deadliest 
crime  which  even  religionism  has  ever  achieved;  it  said  : 

"This  is  the  heir!  come,  let  us  slay  him,  and  the  inheritance 
shall  be  ours." 
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In  the  same  endeavor — ^the  endeavor  to  make  opinions  and 
observances  stand  in  lieu  of  sincerity  and  righteonsness — ^it 
scourged  St.  John,  it  imprisoned  St.  Peier,  and  it  cursed  St.  Paul ; 
it  beheaded  St.  James,  it  stoned  St.  Stephen. 

Yet  they  who  committed  all  these  deadly  crimes  were  very 
religious. 

They  would  have  held  up  their  hands  in  horror  and  amaze- 
ment had  you  called  them  irreligious ;  they  would  have  said  : 

''Our  whole  life  is  religion,  and  we  think  of  nothing  else.'^ 

When  religion  is  put  in  the  place  of  righteousness,  when,  in- 
stead of  being  regarded  as  a  mere  adjunct  to  godliness,  it  is  sub- 
stituted for  godliness,  then  it  becomes  a  deadly  thing. 

And,  therefore,  side  by  side  with  this  stream  of  religious 
ordinance  flows  through  most  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  through 
all  the  New,  the  richer,  purer  and  deeper  stream  of  righteous- 
ness. And  righteousness  expresse.s,  and  alone  expresses,  the 
essence  of  a  true  religion ;  for  true  religion  is  a  good  mind 
and  a  good  life.  It  is  not  an  affair  of  copes  and  candles  and 
such  like  things ;  but  it  is  something  which  restores  man  to 
God ;  it  enables  us  not  merely  to  wear  phylacteries  and  to  make 
long  prayers,  but  to  deny  our  wills,  to  rule  our  tongues,  to  soften 
our  tempers,  to  modify  our  evil  passions,  to  learn  patience,  hu- 
mility, and  meekness,  forgiveness  and  continuance  in  well-doing  ; 
it  is  the  will  in  the  reason,  and  love  in  the  will. 

Ask  a  dogmatist  the  question  :  ''What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  V 
and  he  will  perhaps  give  you  some  elaborate  metaphysical  defin- 
ition, and  tell  you  that  he  who  would  be  saved  must  think  of  the 
Trinity.  Ask  a  party  religionist  what  you  must  do  to  be 
saved,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  you  must  believe  in  the  Beal 
Presence.  Ask  Samuel,  David,  Isaiah,  Amos,  Micah,  Jeremiah^ 
the  four  evangelists,  the  twelve  apostles — ask  your  Lord  and 
Master  Himself,  and  their  answer  will  be  different,  not  only  in 
the  letter,  but  in  the  entire  spirit. 

It  will  not  be  "  You  must  believe  in  this  or  that  particular 
doctrine ;"  it  will  not  be,  "'You  must  practice  this  or  that  special 
ordinance/'  it  will  be  simply,  "If  you  wouldst  enter  into  life, 
keep  the  commandments."  Whatever  may  have  been  the  origi- 
nal intent  of  Levitical  rules  and  Temple  proprieties,  it  had  be 
come  so  terribly  perverted,  so  fatally  meaningless,  that  the  great- 
est prophets  speak  of  it  again  and  again  with  sweeping  and  ex- 
ceptionless depreciation.  "Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in 
burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the 
Lord?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken 
than  the  fat  of  rams."     So  spake  Samuel. 

"Thou  requirest  not  sacrifice,  else  would  I  give  it  Thee ;  but 
Thou  delightest  not  in  burnt  offerings."     So  sang  the  Psalmist. 


20  PROCISDINOS   OF   THE  [1891 

''And  now,  Israel,  what  doth  the  Lord  reqnire  of  thee/'  asks 
the  book  of  Dentoronomy,  '*  but  to  walk  in  all  His  ways  and  to 
love  Him  V 

"To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  saorifices  unto  Me  ?" 
saith  the  Lord.  ''Bring  no  more  vain  oblations ;  incense  is  an 
abomination  unto  Me:  your  hands  are  full  of  blood.  Wash  you, 
make  you  clean ;  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before 
Mine  eyes ;  cease  to  do  evil ;  learn  to  do  well.''     So  wrote  Isaiah. 

"I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days/'  says  Amos  ;  "but  let  judg- 
ment run  down  as  waters^  and  righteousness  as  a  mighty  stream." 

And  on  the  positive  side  the  answer  to  the  question:  "Who 
shall  ascend  to  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  who  shall  stand 
in  His  holy  place?"  The  answer  is  :  "He  that  hath  clean  hands 
and  a  pure  heart,  and  hath  not  lift  up  his  mind  unto  vanity,  nor 
sworn  to  deceive  his  neighbor."  And  what  does  the  Preacher  tell 
you  is  the  end  of  the  whole  matter  ?  Is  it  to  believe  in  a  vast 
amount  of  traditional  propositions  ? 

Is  it  to  go  through  a  numerous  huddle  of  fantastical  pomps 
and  cumbersome  ceremonies  ?    Not  at  all. 

But  the  whole  of  the  matter  is :  "  Fear  God  and  keep  His 
Commandments,  for  that  is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 

That  was  how,  one  after  another,  the  greatest  of  the  prophets 
spoke;  and  the  New  Testament  so  completely  endorses  their 
spiritual  idea,  that,  while  |every  page  and  verse  of  it  brea^es  of 
righteousness,  you  scarcely  find  any  religionism  at  all,  scarcely 
any  organization,  even  the  most  rudimentary,  scarcely  any 
ritual,  even  the  most  simple,  scarcely  any  dogmatic  creed,  even 
the  most  brief. 

What  was  the  sum  total  of  the  preaching  of  the  great  eremite, 
Jojin  the  Baptist  ?    Just  two  words :     "  Eepent ; "  "  obey." 

What  is  the  sum  of  the  moral  revelation  of  Christ?  Just  two 
words  :     "  Love ; "  "  serve." 

Not  one  syllable  did  Christ  say  for  the  traditionalism 
which  in  his  day  passed  for  the  only  orthodoxy  ;  not  one  word 
did  He  say  in  favor  of  all  the  elaborate  ablutions,  vestments, 
fringes,  phylacteries,  feasts  and  fasts,  and  long  prayers,  which 
then  passed  for  the  indispensable  ceremonial ;  but  while  He  was 
the  friend  of  sinners^  and  forgave  the  penitent  harlot,  and  ap- 
proved of  the  prayer  of  the  publican.  He  blighted  the  mere  pro- 
fessing religionist  with  flash  after  flash  of  His  terrible  denuncia- 
tion. 

And  the  teaching  of  every  one  of  His  Apostles  was  the  very 
antithesis  of  the  spirit  of  externalism.  They  seemed  to  treat 
that  with  sovereign  disdain,  as  though  it  belonged  to  the  infin- 
itely little. 

Their  language  is  identical  with  that  of  the  great  prophets. 
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^'  CircnmcisioD" — ^then  regarded  as  the  very  first  of  necessary  or- 
dinances— '^Circnmcision/'  said  St.  Paul,  <*  is  nothings  and  uncir- 
cnmcision  is  nothing,  bnt  the  keeping  ot  the  Commandments  of 
QodJ'  What  was  the  summary  of  St.  PauFs  teaching  ?  Two 
words :    "  In  Christ,"  and  two  words  more :  '*  Faith  f  "  works." 

What  was  the  sum  of  St.  James'  teaching  ?  Two  words  :  "Com- 
passion ; "  "  unworldliness." 

What  was  th^  teaching  of  St.  John  f    One  word  :     "Love." 

He  explains  his  apparent  truism,  "  He  that  doeth  righteous- 
ness is  righteous,"  by  that  deep  account  of  what  true  righteous- 
ness means :     "  He  that  doeth  righteousness  is  born  of  God." 

When  Christ  was  asked  what  was  the  one  test  by  which  you 
could  know  true  teachers  from  false,  was  it :  "  By  their  doc- 
trine ye  shall  know  them^"  as  men  have  most  fatally  taught  ? 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  It  was :  "  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them." 

To  preach  these  principles,  is  to  preach  the  very  essential 
heart  of  the  scriptural  morality ;  but  yet  it  is  a  preaching  that 
invariably  makes  religionists  angry. 

For  its  importance  lies  in  this,  that  it  is  the  very  touchstone 
which  discriminates  between  true  and  false  religion,  and  which 
sweeps  away,  at  any  rate,  the  exaggerated  importance  attached 
to  the  adjuncts,  the  scaffoldings,  the  traditions  and  ordinances 
of  men,  which  to  so  many  make  up  the  whole  of  their  religion. 

Now,  you,  my  friends,  are  religious  people.  Your  presence 
here  shows  that  you  profess  religion.  Nothing  is  more  impor- 
tant than  that  you  should  know  whether  your  religion  is  a  sin- 
cerity or  a  sham. 

The  Bible  teaches  you — as  I  have  shown,  and  can  show  over 
and  over  again — ^that  righteousness  and  holiness  are  the  inmost 
essence,  and  the  only  outcome  of  true  religion,  that  they  are  the 
very  end  and  object  of  life ;  that  if  you  have  attained  to  them, 
you  may  stand  free  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made 
you  free — free  from  all  morbid  scrupulosities,  from  all  carnal 
ordinances,  free  from  all  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  from  all 
priestly  domination,  free  from  all  petty  rules  about  things  which 
perish  in  the  using. 

If  you  do  not  possess  this  purity  of  heart  and  righteousness 
of  life,  the  orthodox  opinions  and  the  most  elaborate  ritual  in 
the  world  are  not  one  whit  more  pleasing  to  G-od  than  sounding 
brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal,  and  will  weigh  no  more  in  favor  than 
the  small  dust  of  the  balance. 

Are  you,  as  I  have  asked  before,  in  God's  sight,  not  deceiving 
yourself,  but  going  up  into  the  tribunal  of  your  own  conscience 
and  then  seating  yourself  before  yourself? 

Are  you,  in  truth,  each  of  you,  a  good  man  ?    If  you  are,  then, 
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though  every  Pharisee  who  ever  lived  shonld  hate  jou,  and 
though  every  church  in  the  world  should  excommunicate  you, 
and  though  every  priest  that  ever  lived  should  hurl  at  you  his 
separate  anathema,  as  they  once  did  at  the  King  of  Saints,  yet 
to  yon  the  golden  gates  of  Heaven  shall  open,  harmonious  on 
their  golden  hinges,  and  you  shall  be  folded  forever  under  the 
wings  of  eternal  love. 

But  it  you  are  not  simply  in  God's  sight  a  good  man, 
then,  like  a  saint  of  old,  you  may  torture  yourself  for 
long  years^  together  with  fasts  and  miseries,  or  like  another, 
yon  may  make  your  boast  that  you  daily  offer  seven  hundred 
prayers,  and  after  all  this  you  may  say  to  Christ:  "Have  we 
not  prophesied  in  Thy  name,  and  in  Thy  name  wrought  miracles, 
and  in  Thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works?"  But  if,  in 
spite  of  this  externalism  and  profession,  you  have  not  truly 
loved  Grod,  and  have  not  been  true  to  your  neighbor,  true  by 
God's  standard,  and  not  by  the  conventional  standard  of  the 
world  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  churches  and  party  on  the  other — 
if,  I  say,  you  have  not  been  thus  essentially  true  to  God  and 
man,  then  shall  he  say  unto  you :  "  I  never  knew  you." 

I  know  very  well  that  this  is  an  old  lesson.  You  have  heard 
it  before,  for  I  have  tried  to  insist  on  it  before,  and  may  have  to 
do  so  again,  for  it  is  the  one  lesson  which  popular  religionism 
tries  to  escape,  and  the  one  lesson  to  which  it  must  be  bound 
down  by  the  sword-point  of  the  Word  of  God. 

What  God  wants  is  not  so-called  orthodoxy,  but  "truth  in  the 
inward  parts." 

What  will  avail  you  is  not  any  amount  of  religiosity,  but 
righteousness. 

There  are  thousands  of  religious  persons  who  would  attach 
immense  importance  to  such  small  matters  as  to  whether  a  cler- 
gyman does  this  or  that  trumpery  little  thing,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  the  badge  of  party,  or  whether  we  define  Christ's  pres- 
ence in  the  elements  materially  or  spiritually,  or  whether  we 
hold  the  Bible  to  be  verbally  dictated,  or  to  contain  the  revela- 
tion of  God. 

Well — ^I  tell  you  plainly,  my  brother,  that  all  this  may  or  may 
not  be  important  as  opinion,  and  may  or  may  not  be  impor- 
tant as  ritual ;  bnt  your  opinion  and  your  ritual  one  way  or  the 
other,  is  of  quite  infinitessimal  value  as  regards  the  saving  of 
your  soul. 

Almighty  God  does  not  care  for  your  opinions  at  all,  if  only 
they  be  honest ;  He  does  not  care  about  your  ritual ;  but  Ho 
does  require  your  goodness.  Without  that  goodness,  without 
that  kindness,  without  purity  and  honesty,  without  truthfulness 
and  that  rarest  of  all  virtues,  the  love  of  truth,  unselfish  humil- 
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ity — without  these,  all  your  opinions  and  rituals  may  only  mean 
that  your  leprosy  is  white  as  snow. 

The  reason  why  it  is  neoessary  to  insist  on  this  is  that  eternal 
Pharisaism  of  the  human  heart,  which  prefers  formalism  to  spir- 
ituality, and  which  causes  a  constant  recrudescence  of  Judaism 
in  the  heart  of  Christianity. 

Very  early,  from  entire  ignorance  of  the  real  relation  of  the 
Old  Testamen^^to  the  New,  there  arose,  in  spite  of  the  whole 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  a  disastrous  confusion  between  the 
Christian  ministry  and  the  Jewish  priesthood.  And  there  fol- 
lowed a  rapid  glorification  of  shibboleths  and  ordinances. 

The  sacraments  were  soon  regarded  as  magic  amulets,  and 
Christ's  presence  was  thought  to  be  nearer  if  it  was  localized  in 
the  sacred  bread.  The  grace  of  the  Spirit  was  confined  to  me- 
chanical transmission ;  none  were  called  religious  unless  they 
went  to  deserts  or  monasteries,  or  tortured  themselves  with  fast- 
ing and  scourging;  but  if  all  this  teaching  in  Scripture  which  I 
have  read,  be  true,  all  this  is  not  what  Grod  requires,  for  all 
this,  for  whatever  it  may  be  valuable,  is,  at  any  rate,  valueless  for 
salvation.     And  things  grew  worse. 

The  conceit  of  infallible  opinion  became  a  horrible  curse  to 
mankind ;  the  blood  of  hundreds  of  martyrs  is  on  its  head,  and 
the  bitterness  of  broken  hearts  lies  at  its  door.  What  was  call- 
ed orthodoxy,  what  was  called  catholicity,  was  often  hideous 
error,  despicable  for  its  ignorance,  and  execrable  for  its  cruelties. 
Men  were  massacred  by  wholesale  for  supposed  mistaken  te- 
nets, while  vice  and  villainy  flaunted  in  high  places  unrebuked. 

A  pope  steeped  to  the  lips  in  infamy  founded  the  Inquisition  ; 
murderers  and  adultresses  died  in  the  odor  of  sanctity  if  they 
professed  zeal  for  orthodoxy  and  subservience  to  the  priests. 
Charles  Y  and  Philip  IT,  men  grossly  immoral  in  personal  char- 
acter, doomed  eighteen  hundred  innocent  victims  to  the  scaffold 
and  the  stake,  in  the  Netherlands  alone,  for  such  crimes  as  eating 
meat  in  Lent,  or  reading  the  Psalms  in  their  native  tongue. 
When  Greece  arose  from  the  dead,  with  a  New  Testament  in  her 
hand,  when  the  bright  and  blissful  Eeformation,  by  Divine  power, 
struck  through  the  black  and  settled  night  oi  ignorance  and  anti- 
Christian  tyranny,  and  the  sweet  odor  of  the  returning  Gospel 
invaded  men's  souls  with  the  brilliancy  of  heaven,  there  was  a 
brief  bursting  of  this  iron  network  of  false  traditions.  But  the 
yoke  was  soon  re-imposed  in  other  forms,  because  men  who  love 
moral  license  love  also  spiritual  serfdom,  and  at  this  very  day 
there  are  many,  whom  1  do  not  wrong  in  saying  it — for  they  make 
it  their  open  boast — there  are  many  who  are  trying  to  undo  as 
far  as  they  dare  the  work  of  the  Reformation. 

But  the  Eeformation  was  nothing  but  the  sweeping  away  of 
accumulated  falsities  and  mountainous  corruptions. 
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And  if — may  God  avert  the  omen! — but  if  the  Church  in 
America  should  grow  gradually  false  to  its  essential  principle, 
which  is  that  it  is  aEeformed  Church,  one  thing  then  I  see  with 
the  absolute  certainty  of  prophecy,  that  there  will  be  from  her  a 
vast  secession  :  "Every  knee  that  hath  not  bowed  to  Baal,  and 
every  mouth  that  hath  not  kissed  him."  If — and  I  say  again, 
may  God  avert  the  omen ! — but  if  the  Church  should  indeed  be 
dwindled  and  degenerated  into  a  feeble  imitation  of  the  Church 
of  Eome,  with  a  pale  reflection  of  her  doctrines  and  a  poor  copy 
of  her  practices,  then — sooner  or  later — if  truth  be  truth,  she 
will  collapse  into  irremediable  ruin,  and  upon  those  ruins  shall 
be  built  once  more  a  truer  and  purer  fold. 

But,  meanwhile  the  lesson  for  us  is  clear,  and  it  is  this :  our 
religious  opinions  may  be  false ;  our  party  shibboleths  may  be 
but  the  blurred  echoes  of  our  ignorance  and  incompetence  ;  our 
private  interpretations  of  Scripture  may  be  no  better  than  gro- 
tesque nonsense  in  their  presumptions  falsity,  and  all  this  may 
not  greatly  matter,  if  by  some  Divine  deliverance  from  our 
opinionated  follies  we  still  do  justly  and  love  mercy  and  ^alk 
humbly  with  our  God. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  any  one  of  you  present,  while  he 
prides  himself  on  his  orthodoxy  or  his  churchmanship,  is  mean 
in  his  conduct,  false  in  his  judgment,  dishonest  in  trade,  a  slan- 
derer in  society,  impure  in  life,  if  he  be  a  liar — and  many  a  man  who 
calls  himself  religious,  and  tries  to  stand  on  good  terms  with  the 
world,  is  a  liar  down  to  the  very  core — if  in  his  heart,  in  spite  of 
his  profession,  he  be  a  false  witness,  or  a  covetous  man  who  is  an 
idolater,  he  may  present  himself  at  the  wedding  feast,  but  he  has 
not  on  a  wedding  garment.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you  be 
indeed  pure  and  kind  and  true;  if  you  admire  that  which  is  admir- 
able and  follow  that  which  is  noble;  if  in  humility  and  love  you 
are  a  follower  of  Christ's  example,  you  may  die  hated  by  all  the 
world  and  the  nominal  church,  yet  your  Saviour,  in  whoso  foot- 
steps 3'ou  have  humblj'  tried  to  walk,  shall  decide  your  destinies 
forever  when  He  shall  whisper  to  your  weary  spirit,  "Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant." 

And  if,  in  one  word,  you  would  have  the  moral  of  this  sermon, 
it  is  this  :  "O  ye  that  love  the  Lord,  see  that  ye  hate  the  thing 
which  is  evil." 

Do  not  talk  about  your  views,  or  your  party,  or  your  observ- 
ances, do  not  deceive  yourselves  with  your  religion,  which  may 
be  but  vain,  but  search  yourselves  as  to  your  real  character. 

What  you  think,  how  you  worship,  to  which  sect  or  party  you 
belong — all  of  you  in  a  moment  can  tell  me  that;  but  God  is  not 
the  leader  of  a  sect,  or  the  champion  of  a  party.  God  trieth  the 
reins.  He  searcheth  the  heart.  He  will  not  ask  you  what  you  were 
called,  but  what  you  were. 
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Try  yourself — judge  yoursell. 

You  may  be  zealous  for  parties  or  views,  but  are  your  hearts 
set  upon  righteousness,  O  ye  congregation  f 

If  that,  through  Christ's  mercy,  shall  avail  you,  it  will  avail 
you  by  the  merits  of  His  infinite  sacrifice — ^that.  and  nothing  else. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  spend  a 
few  moments  in  the  consideration  of  the  relationship  between 
Masonry  and  Christianity. 

The  three  dispensations  of  time — ^the  Patriarchial,  the  Jewish, 
and  the  Christian — slowly,  gradually  exposed  to  man  the  knowl- 
edge he  has  ever  craved,  the  knowledge  of  that  sublime  secret, 
viz :  the  mode  in  which  the  grave  is  to  be  conquered. 

The  Bible,  as  it  came  down  from  heaven,  one  book  after 
another — ^first.  Genesis,  then  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  then  the 
New  Testament — gradnally  and  at  last  fully  revealed  it  to  him  ; 
Jesus  revealed  it  to  him ;  the  Church  reveals  it  to  him. 

And  Masonry,  in  the  magnificent  march  of  its  symbolism,  falls 
into  harmony  with  the  world,  history,  time  and  Church,  in  re- 
vealing the  same  sublime  truth. 

Here  are  no  counterfeits,  no  parodies,  no  caricatures,  but  sub- 
limity itself. 

And  as  Masonry  thus  teaches  the  great  truth  of  Shiloh,  and 
our  redemption  from  sin,  and  resurrection  by  and  with  Him ;  as 
it  teaches  us  that  He,  the  Bepresentative  of  mankind  (into  whom 
we  may  enter,  one  with  whom  we  may  each  become)  in  being 
raised  by  the  Father,  raises  also  those  who  are  thus  epitomized 
in  Him,  and  whom,  by  the  strong  grip  of  Judah's  Lion,  viz  :  the 
incarnation,  He  has  grasped  to  Himself ;  as,  in  fine,  it  teaches  us 
that  the  Father  can  raise  us  in  and  with  Him,  only  by  that  strong 
grip  of  Judah's  Lion,  so,  consistently  with  this  heart-truth  of  the 
Third  Degree — a  truth  in  which  its  solemn  rites  culminate  at  last, 
and  around  which  all  else  of  its  ritual  revolves  subordinate — as, 
I  say,  its  work  is  to  teach  this  secret  of  time,  how  mankind  can 
overcome  sin  and  death,  and  rise,  so  Masonry  provides,  with 
great  consistency,  that  none  shall  be  buried  by  its  rites  who  have 
not  advanced  to  that  solemn  degree,  wherein  the  mode  may  be 
learned. 

Well,  indeed,  might  a  friend  and  Master  of  a  Lodge  have  come 
to  me  and  said :  ^^Sir,  I  cannot  be  a  true  Mason,  and  know  and 
believe  what  it  teaches,  without  going  on  and  becoming  a  Chris- 
tian also.  I  come  to  be  baptized.  I  must  have  not  a  tempo- 
rary, but  an  eternal  union  and  identity  with  Jesus.  Masonry 
shows  me  but  a  temporaiy  union  ;  Masonry  but  points  me  the 
way." 

Nor  are  these  the  only  mysteries  taught  by  Masonry.  These 
are  mysteries  of  eai*th  and  time.     But  in  the  three  mystic  peers — 
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Him  of  Jerusalem,  Him  of  Tyre,  and  the  mighty  faithful  One  that 
every  Mason  loves,  that  suffered,  died,  and  was  raised  again;  in  the 
mystic  peers,  holding  in  their  triune  breast  secret  divine  knowl- 
edge which  their  fellow-craft  of  the  human  race  cannot  know, 
there  is  taught  us  in  Masonry,  also,  the  great  mystery  of  heaven 
and  eternity — ^the  everlasting  Trinity  of  the  Jehovah. 

Turn  where  we  will  in  Masonry,  the  Trinity  is  about  us.  It 
beams  down  on  us  from  the  lights ;  it  gazes  up  at  us  from  the 
altar ;  it  guides  us  from  the  thrones  ;  it  is  the  pearl  in  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Master  Mason  ;  we  rise  at  its  sound ;  we  bend  beneath 
its  living  arch  -,  we  join  in  it  for  agreement ;  we  go  to  it,  mutually 
to  speak  and  hear  of  God. 

CARICARTURES  ! 

Masonry  is  truth  taught  by  symbols ;  and  were  ever  truths 
more  grandly  symbolized  ? 

The  higher  you  go  in  Masonry  the  more  of  Shiloh  and  Tri- 
unity  do  you  behold,  until,  as  you  steji,  from  Lodge  to  Chapter, 
you  step,  as  it  were,  from  time  to  eternity. 

You  behold  there  the  finished  work — the  destined  completion 
of  the  spiritual  architecture  of  each  good  man — ^the  finished 
work  of  humanity  standing  as  a  temple  in  heaven.  You  behold 
the  mystery  that,  not  in  the  Lodge  of  Time,  but  in  the.  Chapter 
of  Eternity,  shall  the  human  structure  ^^come  unto  a  perfect 
man,  unto  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ." 

You  behold  the  lesson  that  after  Sin's  untimely  sundering  of 
the  Divine  Architect  from  this  not  yet  completed  work,  and 
after  the  ruins  into  which  the  human  temple  has  fallen,  if  a  per- 
fect structure  is  to  exist  at  all,  there  must  be  a  rebuilding — a 
recreation  ;  nor  can  this  be  without  Christ  for  a  key-stone. 

Masonry  is  full  of  Shiloh  and  of  God.  As  the  Lodge  has  its 
three  degrees,  so  has  Masonry,  as  a  whole,  its  three  graduated 
compartments,  viz :  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery ;  in  which 
as  you  pass  through  them,  Shiloh  the  Eedeemer^  Shiloh  the 
EesniTection,  Shiloh  the  Truth  and  the  Light,  drawn  out  fuller 
and  fuller,  until  in  the  Commandery  Jesus  Christ  is  visibly  seen. 

I  am  directed  by  my  Lodge  to  take  for  my  guide  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  I  find  scarce  anything  but  the  great  mysteries,  of 
which  He  is  the  center  running  through  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments. 

I  am  pointed  to  the  symbolic  parallel  lines  of  St.  John 
Baptist  and  St.  John  Evangelist,  and  the  point  between.  Who 
were  they  ?  The  one,  the  forerunner,  the  other  the  follower 
and  dearest  friend  of  the  Redeemer,  the  exemplifier  of  His 
teaching. 

The  lesbon  of  the  life  of  the  one  being  that  of  hope  for,  and 
of  the  other  that  of  love  for  the  same  great  Being. 
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The  one  looked  forward  to,  the  other  looked  back  tipoD, 
Christ. 

If  you  take  that  perfect  point,  that  representative  man,  that 
Shiloh,  whom  we  are  to  emulate,  out  from  between  the  forerun- 
ner and  the  follower,  which  gives  them  their  sole  relevancy  each 
to  the  other  in  the  symbolic  figure,  what  do  they  become  but 
utterly  meaningless  ? 

Below,  I  heard  of  a  plumb  line. 

Who  is  the  perfect  man,  ''set  in  the  midst  of  God's  people 
Israel ?" 

Who  is  that  alone,  erect  and  true  One  among  the  human  race, 
that  test  by  which  all  uprightness  is  to  be  tried,  for  the  sake  of 
whom  "God  will  not  pass  by  His  Israel  any  more  ?"  Who  is 
that  white,  that  alone  pure  stone,  save  Him  of  whom  it  was  said 
that  in  Him  was  no  spot  or  blemish  ?  Who  is  He  that  was  tried 
by  the  square  of  the  builders,  found  wanting,  cast  out  beyond  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem,  found  by  other  builders,  taken  up  bv  them 
and  made  the  head-stone  of  their  corner,  save  Him  alone  of 
whom  it  was  said,  in  God's  prophecy,  '* What  is  this,  then,  that  is 
written?  The  Stone  which  the  builders  rejected,  the  same  is 
become  the  head  of  the  corner  ?" 

Who  is  that  Present  Master  that,  having  served  below,  has 
alone  ascended  the  East  to  rule  above  ? 

Who  is  that  Most  Excellent  Master,  up  to  whose  perfect  pattern 
we  are  all  to  grow  ? 

Who  is  He  that  alone  has  finished  his  work  on  earth,  that 
alone  has  received  His  full  recompense,  that  alone  has  rested 
on  the  seventh  day,  after  His  finished  work  ? 

Who  is  He  that  filled  the  latter  house  with  a  glory  greater 
than  that  of  the  former  ? 

Who  is  He  that  was  lost  on  earth,  who  suffered  the  toils  and 
pains  incident  to  human  life,  who  went  a  pilgrimage,  who 
ascended,  and  is  found  in  heaven  above  ? 

And  so  I  find  that  Masonry  is  no  plaything.  In  the  gorgeous 
depths  of  its  symbolism  lie  wondrous  truths  of  Time  and  God 
and  Eternity,  truths  of  priceless  value  to  man. 

Without  going  into  Theology  or  Sectarianism,  or  Denomina- 
tionalism^  it  thus  teaches  the  great  fundamental  truths  of  the 
Bible,  which  is  its  treasure,  which  is  its  charter,  which  is  its 
great  light  irradiating  all  its  courts )  the  fundamental  truths  of 
Seligion,  of  God,  and  Shiloh,  and  the  future  life  in  that  temple 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens.  So^  too,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  great  charter  that  rests  upon  its  every  altar,  it  en- 
forces upon  its  children  the  practical  duties  set  down  in  that 
charter. 

Thus  does  it  take  its  place  side  by  side  with  the  great  teacher 
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Time  in  its  developments,  and  the  great  teacher,  the  Bible,  in  its 
developments,  and  the  great  teacher,  the  church,  in  its  develop- 
ments. All  these  sublime  companions  in  their  silent  work  under 
Grod,  combining  to  one  and  the  same  end/' 

Why  brothers,  '^Worshipftd  Master  f" 

What  is  such  a  phrase  but  a  piece  of  blasphemy  unless  he  that 
sits  in  the  Eastern  throne  with  the  initial  above  him  is  symbolic 
of  the  Great  Father,  Euler^  Architect  ? 

Your  Lodge  is  the  world  ;  its  ruler  is  G-od. 

How,  too,  can  a  man  be  justly  called  a  Master  of  truth  unless 
he  is  endowed  with  the  greatest  ot  mysteries  ?  Without  these 
he  is  but  Entered  Apprentice  or  mere  Fellow  Craft. 

What !  A  religious  institution  and  pretend  to  give  one  light, 
and  then  cheat  him  after  all  out  of  the  only  light — ^the  light  for 
which  the  world  craved  for  four  thousand  years,  and  by  the 
attainment  of  which  alone  it  was  satisfied ;  in  comparison  with 
which  all  other  information  is  darkness  I 

The  information  which  alone  entitles,  and  which  does  indeed 
entitle  the  Master's  grade  to  be  called  "The  sublime  degree  of  a 
Master  Mason,''  treating  as  it  does  of  the  mysteries  of  Time, 
God  and  Eternity.  Such,  then,  is  a  brief  account  of  the  rela- 
tionship between  Masonry  and  Christianity. 

A  single  word — for  my  time  is  spent — on  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two. 

You  may  enact  rules — rigid  rules,  and  force  a  man  to  obey 
them.  But  no  regulations  closing  about  a  man  from  the  outside, 
will  or  can  make  a  different  creature  of  him.  A  man  may 
abstain  from  doing  wrong;  he  may  even  perform  many  right 
acts,  and  yet  in  the  heart  may  be  by  no  means  fair  in  God's  eyes. 

To  change  the  man  you  must  go  within  and  change  his  heart. 

Masonry  does  not  pretend  to  include  within  itself  the  means 
of  grace,  which  alone  avail  to  work  this  change,  nor  the  means 
of  connection  with  Shiloh  that  rose  from  the  dead. 

No  where  in  her  ritual  do  you  hear  the  word  Holy  Ghost. 

She  simply  gives  man  information ;  information  touching  the 
mysteries,  information  touching  a  man's  moral  duties. 

Masonry  works  intellectually  by  means  of  its  symbols ;  the 
church,  spiritually,  by  means  of  its  symbols. 

Masonry  works  from  without,  the  church  starts  from  within. 
The  one  brings  words,  the  other  the  Spirit.  The  one  brings 
mere  sayings,  the  other  sacraments.  The  one  gives  not  the 
needed  union  with  Shiloh,  the  other  gives  that  union. 

Masonry,  therefore,  does  not  interfere  with  the  great  work  of 
the  church.  That  great  work  is  still  necessary  to  be  done  though 
a  man  is  a  Mason ;  indeed  if  a  man  be  a  true  Mason,  he  should 
go  on  and  allow  that  great  work  to  be  done  in  him. 
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Masonry  has  to  do  with  the  mind  and  the  conduct.  The  church 
with  the  heart,  which  is  the  only  transformer  of  the  whole  man 
into  a  new  being. 

Masonry,  therefore,  never  can,  nor  does  she  anywhere  pretend 
to  take  the  place  of  the  church.  Would  you  leave  her  strong, 
rear  for  her  no  false  claims. 

Masonry  I  She  is  the  churches'  handmaid !  The  brunette  twin- 
sister  of  the  blonde  bride  of  Christ.  And  they  go  forth  through 
the  world,  not  asenemies,  but  hand  in  hand,  with  the  same  Bible 
between  them,  the  same  Shiloh  within  them,  and  the  same  God 
above  them,  on  their  common  mission  of  good- will  to  man. 


RETURNS    OF 


Subordinate  Commanderies. 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27,  1889. 

(including  officers  for  1891.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  i.— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

George  Lemon E.  C.  H.  M.  Taylor Treasurer. 

R.  F.  McGill Gen*o.  M.  F.  Ash,  P.E.c Recorder. 

J.  L.  Power,  p  E.c C.  G.  Luther  Manship St.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  McKee,  p.e.c Prelate.  Jno.  McGill,  P.E.C Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  p.ex S.  W,  R.  Bradley Warder. 

Oliver  Clifton,  P.E.C J.  W.  J.  M.    Cain Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Thos.  Palmer,  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  W.  S.  Ham- 
ilton. 

Members — Geo.  T.  Gracey,  W.  C.  Harrell,  Wirt  Johnston. — Total  18. 
Died — J.  A.  Rainwater,  November  30,  1889. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  90 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

.     Regular  Conclaves,   ist  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

T.  G.  Birchett,  p.e.c E.  C.     H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

J.  D.  Miles,  P.E.C Gen'o.     J.  W.  Powell,  P  E.c Recorder. 

E.  C.  Carroll C.  G.     Chas.  Peine St.  Bearer . 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.g  c Prelate.     Wm.  Stanton Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  L.   Jaquith S.  W.     Wm.  Chamberlain Warder . 

Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c J.  W.     Jno.  Schlottman Capt.   of  Gu*d. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Martin  Marshall,  J.  J.  Hayes,  r.e.g.c. 

Members — F.  M.  Andrews,  G.  W.  Bookout,  Emile  Bonelli,  B.  E.  S.  Bonelli, 
S.  H.  Childress,  R.  L.  Dunn,  C.  C.  Floweree,  Rev.  F.  M.  Featherston,  J.  H. 
Gunning,  C.  E.  Grant,  C.  W.  Gibson,  T.  D.  Godman,  I.  Hardy,  J.   L.    Hebron, 
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J.  E.  Halbert,  J.  H.  King,  W.  G.  Kiger,  Rev.  W.  W.  Lord.  Wm.  Murray,  A.  M. 
Paxton,  M.  R.  Payne,  W.  J.  Smith,  C.  G.  Wright— Total  37. 

Knighted — Emile  Bonelli,  T   D.  Godman. 

DiMiTTED — D.  A.  Ray,  D.  B.  Head  and  King  Dorwart,  members  of  Delta  Com- 
mandery. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $48  85 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5.— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

J.  C.  French E.  C.  Geo.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

Jacob  Peebles. Gen'o.  Jno.  R,  Bledsoe Recorder. 

J.  F.  Dixon G.  G.  W.  B.  Irvine. St.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Stewart,  p.e.c Prelate.  G.  J.  Bahin Sw,  Bearer. 

C.  T.  Chamberlain,  P.E.C S.  W.  B.  B.  Davis Warder. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.E.C J.  W.  CM.  Sawyer Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — E.  G.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c, 
Jno.  A.  Dicks,  W.  H.  Stewart,*  G.  T.  Rehn. 

Memesrs — T.  J.  Adams,  W.  H.  Aikman,  Geo.  M.  Brcwn,  W.  E.  Ballard,  Sam 

D.  Baker,  L.  A.  Custer,  R.  S.  Dixon,  C.  F.  Farrar,  A.  H.  Foster,  Thos.  Grafton, 

E.  J.  Guice,  J.  S.  Gaynor,  Jno.  A.  Guice,  Jos.  Hahn,  C.  H.  Keim,  R.  F.  Learned, 
E.  A.  Lawrence,  T.  Q.  Munce,  C.  E.  Merrick,  C.  H.  Mcllwaine,  S.  McDowell, 
B.  T.  McBryde,  S.  D.  McNair,  H.  C.  Norman,  M.  Neihysel,  S.  Pennywitt,  Jno. 
B.  Scruggs,  S.  C.  Sims,  J.  B.  Tennant,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  F.  K.  Winchester,  W.  L. 
Wells,  B.  D.  Watkins,  Jno.  P.  Walworth.— Total  51. 

Knighted — S.  D.  McNair,  Jno.  P.  Walworth,  S.  C.  Sims,  B.  D.  Watkins. 

Dimiteed — Z.  T.  Leavell,  Charles  Fitchett. 

Died — J.  S.  Douglass,  Wm.  Noonan,  May  31,  1890. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery.. $63  55 


♦Since  deceased. 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

S.  B.  Brown  p.e  c E.  C.     Joel  Croom,  p.e.c Treasurer. 

F.  W.  Weatherly Gen'o.     J.  B.   Pate,  P.E.c Recorder . 

W.  C.  Winter C.  G.     L.  W.  Dekle St.  Bearer, 

G.  D.  Brown Prelate.     H.  McColgan Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  E.  Moring S.  W.     I.  T.  Blount,  p.e.c Warder. 

Harry  Gibbons,  p.e.c J.  W.     W.  H.  Biles •.  .Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members — W.  C.  Shackleford,  p.e  c,  M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  p  e.c.  H.  M.  Rom- 
berger,  P.o.c.  A  P.EC,  John  K.  Fulton,  p.g  e.c.*p  e  c,  W.  W.  Becton,  J.  F. 
Duff,  J  E.  DeLoach,  John  Flack,  D.  T.  Fry.  W.  A.  Hadaway,  E.  G.  Leonard, 
C.  Montgomery,  J.  B.  Rogers,  C.  H.  Bean— Total  26. 
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Knighted — J.  E.  DeLoach,  E.  G.  Leonard,  H.  McColgan,  W.  C.  Persons,  J . 
B.  Rogers. 
Affiliated — H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c.ap.e.c. 
DiMiTTED — W.  C.  Persons. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery , $39  80 


DeMOLAY  commandery,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1891. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  P.E.C E.  C.  C.  S.  Franklin Treasurer. 

B,  A.  Vauglian,  p.g.c.&p.e.c Gen'o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

T.  A.  Teasdale C.  G.  J.  W.  Gardner St.  Bearer . 

G.  W.  Cox,  P.E.c.*P.G.c Prelate.  T.  B.  Franklin Sw.  Bearer . 

Willis  Banks S.  W.  B.  A.  Weaver Warder. 

M.  A.  Franklin J.  W.  S.  C.  Munger Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members— A.  H.  Ba^kley,  J.  S.  Billups,  J.  H.  Field,  L.  L.  Goodrich,  R.  F. 
Hudson,  J.  T.  Harrison,  J.  E.  Leigh,  J.  A.  Martin,  E.  S.  Moore,  Hampden  Os- 
borne, H.  C.  Powers,  E.  T.  Sykes,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale— Total  26. 

Knighted- Willis  Banks,  T.  B.  Franklin,  C.  S.  Franklin,  M.  A.  Franklin,  J. 
W.  Gardner,  J.  T.  Harrison,  E.  S.  Moore,  H.  C.  Powers,  T.  A.  Teasdale,  B.  A. 
Weaver. 

DiMiTTED — G.  A.  Evans. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $77  30 


CYRENE  COMMANDEJIY,  No.  9— Meridian,  Lauderdale  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh E.  C.     R.  E.  Harris Treasurer. 

L  A.  Mooser. Gen'o.     G.  Smalshof Recorder. 

W.  S.  Harris C.  G.     D.  A.  Ray St.  Bearer . 

W.  P.  Browne Prelate Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  R.  Smith S.  W Warder. 

H.W.Wilson J.  W.     C.  M.  Kelly Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members — W.  D.  Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  J.  M.  Buchanan,  John  Kamper,  T. 
B.  Lamb,  J.  F.  McCormick,  J.  L.  Spinks,  Arthur  Smith,  Jos.  Eakins — Total  20. 

Knighted — J.  M.  Buchanan,  W.  D.  Cameron,  J,  W.  Collins,  J.  F.  McCor- 
mick, T.  B.  Lamb,  J.  L.  Spinks,  Arthur  Smith*  J.  T.  Iglehart. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $40  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  ^d  Friday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1891. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.e.c E.  C.     J.  M.  Trice Treasurer. 

C.  B.  Hood Gen*o.     Z.  T.  Trice Recorder. 

W.  M.  Buchanan C.  G.     W.  H.  D.  Crawford St.  Bearer . 

P.  M.  Savery,  P.G.C,  P.E.C ....  Prelate.     A.  G.  Harkreader Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  B.  Brannin S.  W.     W.  I.  Harrell Warder. 

J.  M.  Davis J.  W.     C.  W.  Bolton Capt.  of  Gu'd . 
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Past  Eminent  Commanders — E.   M.  Walker,  C.  C.  Ross,   Frank  Burkitt. 

Members— -W.  B.  Barker,  S.  H.  Burgh,  E.  C.  Bolton,  John  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  N. 
Cayce,  J.  T.  Harris,  R.  V.  Manderson,  B.  A.  P.Selman,  E.  L.  Sykes,  T.  W.  Wil- 
liams.— Total  25. 

Knighted — N.  G.  Augustus,  Exile  Burkitt,  J.  M.  Davis,  F.  P.  Jenkins,  W.  B. 
Walker. 

Reinstated — W.  M.  Buchanan,  W.  H.  D.  Crawford,  James  Gordon,  J.  R. 
Mcintosh,  P.E.C.,  T.  H.  Williams,  R.  M.  Young,  B.  A.  P.  Selman. 

Dimittei>— J.  R.  Mcintosh,  p.e.c. 

DiED—J.  H.  Mauldin,  John  McCurley,  April  20  ;'R.  C.  Patty. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $51  20 


COUR    DE  LION    COMMANDERY,    No.     13— Port    Gibson,    Claiborne 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1891. 

F.  H.  Foote E.  C.  N.  S.  Walker,  p.e.c,  p.g.c. Treasurer. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gen*o.  W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G.  John  W.  Andrews. St.  Bearer. 

J.  A .  B.  Jones,  P.E.C Prelate.  John  H.  Gordon Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  K.  Burnet S.  W.  A.  Sager » Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  P.E.C J.  W,  W.  B.  Lewis Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members— W.  F.  Burnet.— Total  13. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery . . $13  65 


[Return  for  1889.] 
DELTA  COMMANDERY,  No.  16— Greenville,  Washington  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1890. 

Wm.  Starling E.  C.  John  P.  Finlay Treasurer. 

King  Dorwart Gen'o.  D.  B.  Head Recorder . 

S.  W.  Ferguson C.  G.  G«o.  E.  Billingsley St.  Bearer . 

Wm.  Cross Prelate.  E.  F,  Schuler Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  N.Thomas S.  W.  W.  P.  McBath Warder. 

J.  W.  Yeargain J.  W.  S.  Archer Cp.pt.  of  Gu'd . 

Members— L.  Bratsen,  W.  R.  Trigg,  C.  W.  Dudley,  W.  S.  Clack,  R.  L.  Clack, 
R.  M.  Standifer,  C.  H.  Smith.— Total  19. 

Knighted— C.W.  Dudley,  C.  H.  Smith,  R.  M.  Standifer,  S.  Archer. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $35  95 

3 
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[Return  for  1890.]  * 

DELTA  COMMANDERY,  No.  16— Grbenville,  Washington  County, 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1891. 

Wm.  Starling E.  C.  Jno.  P.  Finley Treasurer. 

King  Drwart Gen*o.  D.  B.  Head Recorder. 

S.  W.  Ferguson C.  Q.  Geo.  E.  Billingsley St.  Bearer. 

Wm.  Cross Prelate.  E.  F.  Schuler Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  N.  Thomas S.  W.  W.  P.  McBath Warder. 

J.  W.  Yeargain J.  W.  S.  Archer Capt.  of  G'ud. 

Members— L.  Bratsen,   W.  .R.  Trigg,  C.  W.  Dudley,  W.  S.  Clack,  R.   L. 
Clack,  R.  M.  Standifer,  C.  H.  Smith,  W.  G.  Jacques — 20. 
Knighted — W.  G.  Jacques. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery , $2$ .  00 


Statistical  Summary. 


Coommanderies  making  Return  for  1890 ^^ 

Commanderies  failing  to  report  for  1890 2  ^ 

Knighted  in  1890 36 

Reinstated 

Dimitted 

Died 

Total  membership 297 

Dues  of  Commanderies  (including  2  estimated) $413  34 


7 
7 
7 


Receipts  for  1890 $270  60 

Disbursements  1890 «.. .   319   15 


REPOIU  oh.  FliATEpi  C0R[|ESPONDENCL 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Misssissippt  : 

The  undersigned  submits  the  following  Report  on  Correspondence  as  the  best 
he  can  do  under  the  pressure  of  long  continued  ill  health  and  a  lack  of  mental 
capacity. 

The  following  pamphlets  have  been  considered  : 

Alabama 1890    Montana 1889 

Arkansas ..1890    Minnesota 1890 

Canada 1890     Missouri 1890 

California 1890    New  Hampshire 1890 

Colorado 1889  and  1890    Nebraska 1890 

Connecticut 1890    North  Carolina 1890 

Georgia 1890    New  Jersey 1890 

Indiana 1890    Ohio 1890 

Iowa 1890     Pennsylvania 1890 

Kansas 1890    South  Dakota ^ 1890 

Kentucky '. 1890    Tennessee 1890 

Louisiana 1890    Texas 1890 

Maine 1890    Virginia 1889  and  1890 

Michigan 1890    West  Virginia 1890 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. ..1889    Vermont 1890 

Maryland 1889 


ALABAMA— 1890. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Huntsville  May  24. 
R.-.  £.*.  Henry  C.  Davidson,  Grand  Commander;  £.*.  £.  R.  Hastings,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Representatives  of  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  eleven  Grand 
Commanderies. 

1  he  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  well  written  paper,  but  is 
confined  to  local  matters  almost  exclusively.  His  description  of  the  parade  in 
Washington  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  does  credit  to  his  ability 
as  a  reporter.  Some  people  grow  ecstatic  on  slight  provocation ;  others  will 
travel  long  journeys  and  spend  ducats  in  order  to  see  and  participate  in  a  one' 
horse  show,  but  we  could  never  see  any  great  amount  of  pleasure  in  that  sort  of 
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thing.  If  we  consider  the  Triennial  as  a  show,  it  is,  generally,  a  success,  of  its 
kind.    If  we  are  hunting  for  utility  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  we'll  get  left. 

The  R«*.  E.*.  reports  the  year  as  being  peaceful,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  pros- 
perous, in  his  command.  This  is  comforting,  as  they  certainly  need  a  revival 
over  there  about  as  badly  as  we  do.  They  are  weak.  So  are  we,  but  God  has 
chosen  the  weak  things  of  this  world  to  confound  the  things  that  are  mighty. 
Several  of  the  minor  Grand  Officers  made  reports  of  thir  visitations  during  the 
year. 

The  proceedings  are  locaL  They  are  a  trifle  ahead  of  us  in  the  matter  of  cash 
on  hand.  They  have)$396.oo ;  we,  $77.00.  Poor,  but  respectable  !  They  lead  us 
about  a  **head''  in  membership,  266  to  244 !     Both  "little  but  loud.*' 

Sir  Geo.  F.  Moore  is  the  author  of  a  good  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which 
the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies  aie  pretty  thoroughly,  but 
courteously  digested — Mississippi  and  this  committee  receiving  due  attention. 
He  characterizes  Sir  Speed's  address  as  an  **able  paper."  Says  we  ignored  Ala- 
bama in  our  report  for  1889.  We  hasten  to  say  the  fault  was  not  with  us.  We 
ipost  always  commence  with  our  neighbor,  and  are  always  sorry  if  she  is  absent. 

Referring  to  our  strictures  on  the  practice  of  attending  divine  service  in  uni- 
form, he  says : 

"These  are,  to  us,  very  hard  and  harsh  words.  We  ask,  in  all  candor  and  earn- 
estness, without  making  any  pretension  to  being  a  strict  religionist,  why  may 
not  Templars  show  their  belief  in  the  Christian  religion  by  attending  church  on 
a  day  peculiarly  appropriate  to  their  order  by  reason  of  its  place  in  their  ritual  ?"^ 

To  which  we  beg  to  reply  :    They  may  do  so,  and  it  is  eminently  proper  and 
right  that  they  should,  and  this  committee  has  never  written  a  word  in  bar  of  that 
privilege  and  duty.    What  we  object  to  is  the  fuss,  feathers  find    "trenchant 
blades,"  together  with  the  tactics  and  drill,  which  are  essential,  some  think,  to  a 
proper  (?)  performance  of  the  drama.     What  we  further  object  to,  is  the  igno- 
ring of  the  self-evident  proposition,  and  Bro.  Moore  can't  deny  it,  that  these  os- 
tentations and  alleged  military  processions  to  the  house  of  God,  the  "  Prince  of 
Peace,"  are,  and  must  be,  an  abomination  in  His  sight     If  a  sincere  desire  to 
honor  and  worship  God  is  the  object  of  the  ritual  and  ritualists,  why  not  lay  aside 
the  showy  uniform,  the  nodding  plumes  and  "trusty  swords,"  march  in  a  body 
and  in  plain  citizen's  dress,  to  the  church,  perform  your  devotions  with  a  mind 
undistracted    by  the  thought  of  what  a  stunner  I  am — a  thought  inseparable 
from  the  participants  in  these  alleged  "devotional"  services  as  usually  conducted. 
What  would  be  better  still,  would  be  to  hold  these  services  in  the  Asylum.     God 
is  iA^re,  as  .He  is  every  where,  and  He  is  as  ready  to  accept  the  sincere  devotion 
and  service  of  His  people  when  offered  there,  as  in  the  Temple  of  Solomon. 
This  being  true,  and  Bro.  Moore  knows  it  is,  then  one  or  more  of  several  reasons 
calls  us  from  the  privacy  of  the  Asylum  to  the  publicity  of  the  ch'Wrch.    The  first 
of  these  reasons,  a  desire,  bom  of  anything  but  a  wish  to  honor  God,  to  cut  a 
swell — show  our  shape,  our  good  clothes  and  our  brilliant  uniforms — to  be  gauped 
and  giggled  at  by  silly  girls  and  brainless  fops  ;  to  be  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes  and 
the  heroes  of  the  hour !     The  second  reason  may  be  found  in  the  hope  that  this 
sort  of  thing  will  popularize  the  Order  and  catch  some  gudgeons !     There  are 
others  equally,  and  no  more  sensible,  for  the  practice  of  desecrating  the  house  of 
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God  by  making  it  the  theatre  for  such  displays  !  We  have  no  desire  to  be  harsh 
or  hard,  but  we  have  no  patience  with  a  religion  of  lip-service,  while  the  heart  is 
far  from  God.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions,  but  they  are  as  scarce  as  hen's 
teeth. 

If  we  have  said  anything  wrong  or  unkind,  may  the  Master  forgive ;  we  did 
not  mean  to  do  so.  May  the  Lord  bless  Bro.  Moore  with  religion  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  gold  of  heart  service,  and  the  dross  of  formality  and  eye- 
service.     Sorry,  but  we  must  stop. 

Sir  Wm.  A.  Alexander,  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


ARKANSAS— 1890. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  little  Rock,  April  23d.  R.** 
E.*.  Sir  Logan  H.  Roots,  G.-.  C*. ;  E.*.  Sir  Jas.  A.  Henry,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
the  Representatives  of  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  G.'.  C.*.*s  address  is  a  very  short  but  well  written  resume  of  his  official 
acts,  which  brevity  is  foreshadowed  in  the  opening  paragraph  : 

Our  Constitution  provides  that  the  Grand  Commander  shall,  at  each  Annual 
Conclave,  present  a  written  report.  But  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  said  report  should  be  extended  to  cover 
the  larger  part  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery ;  and  mine 
shall  not. 

We  commend  this  example  to  Carson,  in  the  continuation  of  his  report  on 
Correspondence. 
From  his  decisions  we  clip  the  following  : 

A  Commandery  having  presented  to  me  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  con- 
ferring Knightly  Orders  upon  one  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  most  worthy 
Companion,  who  had  lost  his  left  forearm ;  the  subject  gave  me  much  solicitude. 
My  own  inclinations  are  to  the  theory  that  a  Master  Mason,  mentally  and  morally 
worthy,  should  not,  as  a  rule,  be  prevented  from  advanc'ng  on  account  of  acci- 
dent to  his  limbs.  But  I  do  not  find  the  law  to  fully  sustain  this  theory.  And 
when,  through  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  the  Companion  in  whose  interest  the 
application  was  made  had  not  supplemented  his  abbreviated  limb  with  any  artifi- 
cial device  for  grasping  or  carrying  therewith,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  withhold  my 
approval  of  his  being  made  a  Knight  Templar. 

In  which  we  do  not  concur.  He  could  do  all  the  fighting  necessary  with  one 
arm  and  a  fraction.  Besides,  in  the  building  we  are  erecting,  the  mental  and 
moral,  not  the  physical,  qualifications  are  what  we  should  consider.  So  far  as 
the  necessity,  on  any  account,  of  the  perfect  man,  physically,  is  concerned,  it 
don't  amount  to  anything  of  moment,  unless  the  defect  is  of  a  more  serious  na- 
ture than  that  mentioned.  To  be  sure,  he  would  not  cut  such  an  imposing  figure 
in  those  Ascension  and  Easter  Day  parades  as  some  other  of  the  alleged  wor- 
shippers, but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  moral  turpitude  of  the  performance  would 
be  guaged  by  the  quantity  of  man  that  is  on  hand  in  the  **procesh".  He  is  still 
in  favor  of  uniformed  religion  on  the  days  named  above,  having  issued  a  dispen- 
sation for  that  purpose.     He  refers  to  the  Saviour's  Cross  as  the  hope  and  profes- 
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sion  of  Templars,  from  which  proposition  we  beg  leave  to  dissent,  as  the  idea  is 
misleading.  The  Cross  is  neither  the  hope  nor  yet  the  profession  of  Templars. 
It  is  wrong  to  lose  sight  of  the  result  in  devotion  to  the  instrument  used  in  its  ac- 
complishment. The  atonement  was  made  by  the  Master,  in  voluntarily  laying  down 
His  life.  The  cross  was,  in  no  sense,  the  cause  of  His  death,  but  is  the  fupe  of  Tein' 
plars,  as  it  is  of  all  evangelical  Christians.  It  is  barely  possible  that  this  is  what 
our  distinguished  brother  meant,  but  it  is  not  what  he  said.  If  we  follow  the 
Master,  we  must  take  up  our  crosses,  i.  e.,  discharge  every  duty,  pleasant  or  not ; 
deny  ourselves,  i,  e.,  avoid  sin  in  all  shapes,  and,  among  others,  the  sin  of 
making  God's  house  a  stage  on  which  to  exhibit  our  nice  uniforms. 

He  pays  his  respects  to  us  and  some  other  sensible  people  in  the  subjoined : 

TWENTY-FOURTH  TRIENNIAL. 

There  are  iconoclasts  who  have  been  able  to  see  nothing  good  in  the  Triennial 
Conclave.  Most  such  seems  to  entertain  especial  aversion  to  parades,  and  be- 
cause there  was  an  inspiring  parade  in  the  city  in  which  the  Conclave  was  held, 
the  Triennial  Encampment  was  by  them  classed  among  nuisances  to  be  abated. 
With  such  views  I  am  not  in  sympathy. 

Every  intelligent  person  knows  that  no  human  organization  can  long  exist 
without  some  recognized  concentration  of  authoritative  controlling  power. 
Without  such  a  recognized  governmental  head  disintegration  will  follow  as  cer- 
tainly as  night  succeeds  the  day.  And  while  persons  with  rheumatic  afflictions 
and  souls  with  no  music  therein  may,  by  reason  of  their  abnormal  condition,  in- 
veigh against  parades,  it  may  safely  be  said  that  since  the  beneficial  conduct  of 
the  last  Triennial,  the  authoritative  head  must  be  so  universally  appreciated  that 
a  Legislative  Grand  Encampment  can  never  be  abrogated. 

Carson  has  called  this  Committee  everything  except  an  iconoclast^  (znde  Ohio), 
and  we  presume  he  will  include  this  in  his  next  list  of  epithets.  We  regret  that 
the  second  paragraph  should  have  been  added  to  the  iconoclastical  first,  as  it  so 
summarily  leaves  us  out  in  the  cold  in  the  matter  of  intelligence.  We  don't  be- 
lieve any  such  nonsense  as  he  advances,  hence  we  are  not  intelligent,  and  don't 
wish  to  be.  That  there  is  the  slightest  necessity  for  the  Grand  Encampment  in 
the  interest  of  Templary,  is  too  absurd  to  talk  about. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership,  440. 

Sir  Innes  O.  Adams  is  the  author  of  a  report  covering  54  pages  on  Correspon- 
dence, in  which  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies  of  Templary  receive  attention,  our 
own  for  1889  getting  a  page,  and  your  committee  credit  for  advancing  ideas  that 
he  never  thought  of !  He  starts  out  with  the  assumption  that  our  opposition  to 
uniformed  worshipers  (?)  is  the  result  of  "nightmare,"  and  then  says: 

It  seems  to  us  a  most  remarkably  conception,  to  call  this  profanity.  How 
could  a  body  of  Knights,  in  Templar  dress,  engaged  in  solemn  worship,  be  a 
desecration  to  the  Lord's  house  ?  And  it  does  appear  to  be  a  wonderful,  thing 
indeed,  that  Sir  George,  way  over  in  Mississippi,  can  look  down  on  an  assembly 
that  is  conducted  in  a  decorous  way,  is  under  the  control  and  management  of  one 
of  God's  ministers,  and  say  it  is  an  abomination. 

How,  pray,  does  he  know  that  this  goodly  band  of  Knights  that  are  met 
together  to  honor  their  Lord's  Ascension,  have  no  devotion  in  their  hearts  ?  We 
had  the  privilege  of  being  one  of  that  number,  and  we  remember  that  there  were  a 
good  many  there  at  least  who  have  the  reputation  of  being  sane.  In  looking  back 
on  this  occasion,  we  don't  see  that  any  that  were  at  the  setvice  he  condemns. 
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have  grown  weaker  in  mind,  diminished  in  spiritual  life,  that  the  Commandery 
has  suffered,  or  that  God's  house  is  any  worse  for  it.  We  would  have  him  tell  us 
why  it  is  any  greater  sacrilege  to  observe  Ascension  Day  than  it  is  to  keep  Christ- 
mas Grand  Commander  Speed  authorized  the  latter  and  three  Commanderies 
carried  out  the  suggestion,  and  the  Grand  Commander  expressed  himself  as  grati- 
fied. But  we  imagine  that  when  Sir  George  reads  that  Delta  Commandery 
actually  attended  service  at  St.  James  Church,  Greenville,  in  unifirMt  and  heard 
an  address  from  Rev.  Sir  Cross,  he  fairly  shivered  to  think  there  were  such  pro- 
fane men  in  Mississippi. 

To  his  query  in  first  paragraph,  we  reply,  they  could  not  be  a  desecration. 
What  we  have  been  trying  to  beat  into  the  craniums  of  Sir  Innes,  et  al.,  is  the  self- 
evident  proposition  that  one  uniformed  and  armed  (alleged)  worshipers  do  not 
go  there,  i.  e.,  to  church,  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  or  worshiping  God,  but, 
in  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  out  pf  a  thousand,  the  animus  of  the 
whole  thing  is  a  destre  to  cut  a  swell,  and  he  knows  it  as  well  as  we  do!  We 
feel  sorry  for  the  one  poor  publican  on  account  of  his  surroundings !  We  have 
said  nothing  about  the  sanity  of  any  of  these  Ascension  and  Easter-Day  Chris- 
tians. They  are  sane  enough,  but  they  lack  both  discretion  and  humility.  If 
we  had  ever  doubted  the  correctness  of  our  position,  which  we  have  not, 
Sir' Innes'  alleged  argument  against  it,  would  have  made  us  certain  we  are  right. 

We  would  like  to  talk  a  little  more  on  this  line,  but  Arkansas  has  already  taken 
too  much  of  our  forty  pages  Bro.  Innes'  evidently  means  well  but  he  is  a  little 
off-color  in  some  matters. 

R.'.  £.-.  Sir  Wm.  K.  Ramsey  is  G.*.  C*. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter  con- 
tinued. 


CANADA— 1890. 


The  Seventh  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  the  city  of  Kingston,  Ont.,  July 
15th.  M.'.  E.\  Sir  Kt.  W.  J.  B.  MacLeod  Moore,  Supreme  Grand  Master;  R.*. 
E.-.  Frater  Daniel  Spry,  Grand  Chancellor;  a  long  list  of  "Great"  Officers,  Grand 
Officers  and  Representatives  from  nineteen  Preceptories,  eight  not  being  repre- 
sented. 

The  "Allocution"  of  the  G.*.  M.-.  is,  as  usual,  an  interesting  paper.  We 
copy  the  following  from  his  opening  : 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  and  presiding  over  your  councils  at 
Montreal  in  October  last,  I  have  been  confined  to  the  house,  seriously  ill,  for 
nearly, the  whole  time,  and  had  almost  given  up  hope  of  our  ever  again  meeting, 
but  the  goodness  of  an  all-merciful  and  gracious  God  has  spared  me  a  little  longer 
to  continue  my  pilgrimage  on  earth  It  is  therefore  with  profound  humility  I 
offer  up  my  grateful  thanks  for  this  and  all  His  other  mercies,  and  my  best  wishes 
tor  your  welfare  and  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Templar  Order  in  the  Domin- 
ion, for  which  we  may  reasonably  hope  so  long  as  the  precepts  and  teachings  of 
our  Divine  "High  Captain — "Immanuel" — are  observed. 

Also  this,  as  possessing  elements  of  interest  and  the  merit  of  sound  sense : 

"Some  of  our  Fraters  are  still  much  exercised  upon  the  oft-discussed  question 
of  the  "out-door"  costume  and  military  practices  of  the  American  Templars,  and 
seem  to  feel  that  if  these  latter  day  off-shoots  (the  out-come  of  the  vigorous  growth 
in  the  United  States  of  an  organization  in  which,  as  adapted  to  the  popular  taste, 
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historical  aocuracy  is  not  aimed  at,  and  ^'tradition  is  made  of  none  effect,"  thus 
leaving  their  Commanderies  free  to  gratify  the  natural  love  of  military  display, 
and  indulge  in  demonstrativeness,  which  our  * 'Soldiers  of  the  Cross"  are  so  eager 
to  imitate) — if,  as  I  say,  these  could  be  grafted  upon  our  widely  different  system, 
they  think  a  new  era  would  begin,  and  what  is  <^led  progressiveness  ensue,  but 
change  and  progress  are  not  identical,  as  the  Templars  of  Canada  have  abundant- 
ly proved,  nor  will  mistaken  ideas  as  to  cause  and  effect  form  a  sound  basis  upon 
which  to  found  a  revolution  in  the  old  order  of  things.  The  military  drill  and 
uniform  of  our  American  Praters  is  a  very  modern  feature  of  their  Knights 
Templary,  introduced  well  within  the  recollection  of  even  those  who  are  not  open 
to  reproach  on  the  score  of  their  age,  and  is  not  the  foundation  of  their  strength 
or  power,  although  unquestionably  many  recruits  to  their  ranks  have  been  gained 
by  these  features,  but  is  among  the  least  important  of  the  signs  by  which  they 
publicly  manifest  their  pride  and  delight  in  the  organization  which  each  man 
amongst  them  assists  in  building  up  and  consolidating.  Having  given  full  prac- 
tical expression  to  their  feelings  in  the  erection  of  Temples,  Asylums,  Schools  and 
Homes,  their  vitality  has  found  an  outlet  in  what  to  old  world  Templars  is  foreign 
and  incongruous ;  but  we  must  look  before  the  surface  show  of  plumed  Knights 
and  fantastic  drills  to  find  the  source  of  their  progress.  What  has  been  lately 
said  of  the  American  Church  may  be  applied  to  American  Templars  as  well. 
They  have  the  power  bom  of  unity ;  not  in  the  shallow  sense  of  seeming  uniform- 
ity, but  the  unity  which  covers  diversity  and  protects  individuality.  It  is  here 
we  shall  discover  the  springs  of  that  active  progressiveness  which  arouses  the 
envy  of  Canadian  Templars.  In  this  great  particular  our  Fraters  may  well  ieam 
from  them,  if  instead  of  carping  and  criticisms,  those  who  thus  preach  the  gospel 
of  reform  in  everything  not  consonant  with  their  own  views,  would  give  constant 
support  and  united  service,  the  goal  of  their  desires  might  be  more  easily  reached. 
With  such  a  mighty  lever  our  grand  and  ancient  Order  could  be  easily  drawn  from 
this  "Slough  of  Despond*'  alluded  to  by  the  editor  of  the  "Craftsman."  If  his 
expression  "half-hearted"  be  really  applicable,  it  is  more  than  plain  that  we  have 
ourselves  to  blame  if  the  status  of  the  Order  is  not  what  we  would  have  it.  More 
life  may  be  needed,  but  the  source  of  supply  can  be  found  within  our  own  bor- 
ders, in  a  deeper  sense  of  the  voluntary  obligations  assumed  by  our  Fraters. 
Every  individual  connecting  himself  with  any  organization,  by  that  one  act  alone 
pledges  himself  to  abide  by  and  sustain  the  rules  (by  whatever  name  they  may  be 
designated)  governing  the  body  with  which  he  is  allied,  having  presumably  in- 
formed himself  of  their  meaning  and  import  before  undertaking  obligations  of 
which  he  cannot  divest  himself. 

There  are  many  things  in  the  address  that  would  be  of  interest  to  you  but  our 
limited  space  will  not  admit  of  further  clipping. 

Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Frater  Hy  Robertson,  covering  thirty-six 
pages,  in  which  the  transactions  of  only  eighteen  Grand  Commanderies  are  con- 
sidered— Mississippi  not  included.  Doubtless  this  was  owing  to  the  unavoida* 
ble  delay  in  publishing  our  pamphlet  last  year.  The  report  is  a  very  good  one, 
but  lacks  originality.  A  little  more  of  Robertson  and  a  little  less  of  the  scissors 
would  improve  it. 

Grand  Master  and  Chancellor  both  re-elected. 


CALIFORNIA— 1890. 

Thirty-Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  Tues- 
day, April  17th,  R.'.   E.-.   Sir  Samuel  Hopkins,  Dep.  G.\  C.\,  presiding;  Sir 
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Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder.     Representatives  of  28  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  absence  of  the  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  is  thus  accounted  for  in  the 
address  of  the  acting  Grand  Commander  : 

Sir  Knights  :  One  year  ago  you  elected  for  your  Grand  Commander,  Sir 
Camot  Courtland  Mason.  Rumors  had  come  to  us  from  time  to  time  of  his  feeble 
health  and  failing  strength,  but  we  hoped  against  hope,  and  we  almost  felt 
that  the  honor  we  delighted  to  bestow  upon  him  must  stay  the  hand  of  disease ; 
but  alas  !  Sir  Knights,  na  ght  of  human  love  or  earthly  honor  could  arrest  the 
steady  advance  of  death,  and  three  months  from  the  time  when  our  united  voices 
chose  him  for  our  head  we  laid  to  rest  in  the  beautiful  Cemetery  at  Chico  all  that 
was  mortal  of  our  Grand  Commander.  As  Templars,  we  shall  ever  cherish  a 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  virtues.  He  has  been  a  faithful  worker  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Fraternity,  and  we  mourn,  not  only  the  vacancy  in  our  fraternal 
ranks,  but  in  those  of  civil  and  social  life  in  which  he  was  known  as  an  open- 
handed  and  spirited  citizen,  a  warm-hearted  and  faithful  friend,  and  a  courteous 
and  honored  member  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

'*Oh,  cut  off  untimely !  when  thy  reason  in  its  strength. 
Ripened  by  years  of  toil  and  studious  search. 
And  watch  of  Nature's  silent  lessons,  taught 
Thy  hand  to  practice  best  the  lenient  art 
To  which  thou  gavest  thy  laborious  days. 
And,  last,  thy  life.'' 

We  beg  to  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  with  both  our  fraters  of  California, 
and  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother.  The  death  roll  is  quite  large,  several 
members  of  the  Grand  Body,  besides  the  R.*.  £.*.,  having  been  called  to  their 
reward.  Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  each  and  just  tribute  paid  to  their  vir- 
tues and  memory. 

We  find  no  buncombe  dispensations,  which  is  refreshing. 

Much  space  in  the  address  is  devoted  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  much 
more  to  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  which  re- 
ports show  the  Order  to  be  in  an  exceptionally  prosperous  condition  in  that 
State. 

Proceedings  local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  our  old  and  valued 
friend.  Sir  Caswell.  It  is  a  voluminous  document,  covering  130  pages,  all  of 
them  being  full  of  good  things.  He  reviews,  in  his  customary  courteous  and 
sensible  style,  the  doings  of  all  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  but  three,  Mississippi 
for  1889  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of  kindly  attention.  Under  Kansas,  and 
discussing  a  report  of  committee's  approving  dispensations  to  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  to  parade  on  secular  days,  Sir  Thomas  has  this  to  say  : 

We  think  that  in  this  instance  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  is  against  both 
law  and  precedent.  By  what  process  of  reasoning  they  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  provision  of  the  Codje  quoted,  is  not  mandatory,  and  <*not  within  the 
scope  of  the  Af.',  E.\  Grand  Master's  authority,  nor  within  the  legislative  juris- 
diction of  the  Grand  Encampment,"  puzzles  us  to  determine.  Because  some 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  has  at  some  time  granted  a 
dispensation  for  a  Lodge  to  parade  in  public  on  an  occasion  other  than  Masonic, 
acting  thereby  contrary  to  the  general  usages  of  Masonry,  is  no  authority  for  a 
Grand  Commander  t  >  violate  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
That  Masonic  Bodies  should  appear  in  public  only  on  Masonic  occasions  is  part 
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of  the  universal  law  of  Masonry,  the  violation  of  which  can  only  be  detrimental 
to  the  Craft  in  general  by  popularizing  it  and  bringing  it  down  to  the  level  of 
modern  societies,  which  are  only  too  glad  to  advertise  their  existence  by  parad 
ing  in  public  as  often  as  pojisible      If  Commanderies  ave  to  b:  permitted  to  pa- 
rade on  Memorial  Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  may  expect  to  see  them  called 
upon  to  celebrate  St.  Patrick's  Day,  or  escort  a  circus  through  the  town. 

In  all  of  which  we  concur  most  heartily. 

Sir  Caswell  quotes  quite  copiously  from  our  minutes  and  the  report  of  this  Com- 
mittee. We  do  not  know  where  the  fault  for  the  absence  of  California  last  year 
lies,  but  feel  sure  it  is  not  with  us.  We  are  particularly  partial  to  California,  and 
more  so  to  Brother  Caswell ;  hence,  would  not  leave  him  or  it  out  if  we  could 
avoid  it.  We  thank  him  for  his  kindly  prayer  for  our  speedy  restoration  to  health. 
May  it  reach  the  ear  ot  the  Father  of  Mercies. 

Under  Ohio  he  quotes  as  follows  : 

Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on  motion, 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  when  a  petition  is  presented  to  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand 
Commander  for  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery,  be  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  tkOWo  grant  such  dispensation,  but  refer  the  same  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery at  its  next  Annual  Conclave,  with  such  comments  on  the  same  as  he  may 
deem  proper ;  provided,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  apply  to  the  applicati  >n  of 
the  Sir  Knights  at  Findlay." 

This  resolution  **gets"  us.  What  is  Carson  after  now?  What  becomes  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Grand  Commander  ?  Can  he  not  be  trusted  with  discretionary 
power  as  has  been  the  custom  from  time  immemorial?  There  must  be  some 
colored  man  lurking  in  the  hedge  there.  Plea^ie  explain.  Sir  Enoch,  and  gratify 
our  curiosity. 

Carson  is  simply  putting  on  the  breeching  to  assist  him  in  running  the  Templar 
business  in  Ohio.  He  has  been  carrying  the  whole  caboodle  in  his  pocket  for  years, 
and  it  is  possible  some  of  them  are  growing  restive.  As  to  **our  brother  in 
black,"  Enoch  has  long  been  an  admirer  of  him  and  considers  him  his  equal — 
a  proposition  we  are  fain  to  admit. 

Sir  Thomas  closes  his  most  excellent  report  as  follows  : 

As  we  survey  the  great  Templar  field  over  which  we  have  passed,  we  behold 
but  little  that  mars  the  beauty  of  the  landscape.  All  along  the  Templar  line  the 
white  signal  of  peace  is  hoisted,  and  Committees  on  Grievance,  like  Othello, 
find  their  "occupation  gone."  The  "Great  Reaper,  whose  name  is  Deaih,"  has 
not  been  idle,  and  many  a  ripened  sheaf,  as  well  as  budding  flower,  has  by  Him 
been  garnered.  But  this  we  must  expect  in  the  course  of  nature.  Let  us  not 
mourn  for  those  who  have  gone  before,  but,  thanking  the  Heavenly  Father  that 
we  still  live,  press  onward  with  all  the  more  energy  and  perseverance  to  carry  on 
the  noble  work  which  they  have  left  us  to  perform,  so  that,  when  we,  too,  grow 
weary  and  lay  the  burden  down,  we  may  meet  them  on  the  shining  shore  and  be 
greeted  with  the  blessed  salutation,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants." 
So  mote  it  be. 

Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, 

For  the  Committee. 

Sir  Samuel  Hopkins  Wagener  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Re" 
porter  same  as  before. 
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CONNECTICUT^!  890. 

Sixty*Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  March  i8th. 
R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Fred  A.  Spencer,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  Jos.  K. 
Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder. 

We  note  the  presence  of  fourteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  42  Past  Eminent 
Commanders  and  25  Representatives  of  Sister  Grand  Commanderies — among  the 
latter  our  own.     All  the  Subordinates  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts  for  the 
term.  His  visitations  were  quite  general,  and  doubtless  resulted  in  good.  He 
issued  six  dispensations  "to  appear  in  public  in  uniform,"  but  fails  to  say  on 
what  occasions.     We  hope  that  none  of  them  were  for  buncombe. 

He  decided  that  the  Grand  Commander  had  no  right  or  power  to  suspend  the 
By-Laws  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery. 

Fitting  tribute  is  paid  to  the  virtues  and  memory  of  the  magnanimous  dead, 
both  of  Connecticut  and  other  jurisdictions.     Peace  to  their  ashes. 

Proceedings  of  no  general  interest. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  presented  by  that  Prince  of  Mutuals, 
Sir  Jos.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder,  and,  like  its  predecessors  from  the  same 
source,  is  first-class  in  all  respects.  We  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from 
this  report,  but  as  our  minutes  for  the  current  year  are  not  yet  published,  (Aug. 
23),  we  presume  our  Brother  Wheeler  was  not  in  fault.  Here  is  a  bit  of  good 
advice  : 

Knights  Templars  should  be  exceedingly  careful  in  selecting  those  to  represent 
the  Order  as  their  chief  officers.    The  ritual  of  Knights  Templars,  when  uttered 
by  lips  habitually  profane,  is  but  a  shallow,  hollow  mockery,  and  falls  with  dis- 
^gust  even  on  the  ears  of  those  who  have  no  religious  convictions. 

There  are  many  gems  of  thought  in  this  report  which  we  would  like  to  incor- 
porate into  ours  had  we  space  and  means. 

Sir  Ira  L.  Gardiner,  R.*.  E.\  G.-.  C.*.;  E.*.  Sir  Jos.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent. 


COLORADO  — 1889. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  September  20. 
R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Peabody,  Grand  Commander ;  £.*.  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  representatives  from  all  the  fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  present. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  well  written,  comprehensive  and  full  report  of  his 
official  acts.  Much  space  is  devoted  to  the  preparations  for  the  trip  to  the  Tri- 
ennial at  Washington.  We  presume  our  Fraters  had  a  good  time  ;  they  prepared 
and  paid  for  it,  at  any  rate. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  R.*.  E.*.  refused  to  grant  dispensations  for  Temp- 
lar parades  on  occasions  not  Masonic. 

We  find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sir  Orahood  is  again  the  author  of  this  report  which  is  made  up  almost  entirely 
of  clippings.  We  would  suggest  to  our  brother  that  he  should  let  his  light  so 
shine  in  these  pages,  that  others  may  be  encouraged  to  do  the  best  they  can. 

Referring  to  General  Order  issued  by  G.*.  C*.  of  Arkansas,  announcing  the 
assassination  of  Sir  Jno.  M.  Clayton,  D.  G.  C,  and  candidate  for  Congress,  he 
has  this  to  say  : 

<'To  us  the  temptation  to  say  more  of  the  cause  of  his  murder  is  strong  ;  but 
we  forbear.  We  join  with  his  brethren  and  fraters  in  deploring  his  death  and 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  in  offering  our  sincere  tribute  to  his  memory.  If 
the  blood  of  martyr  was  ever  spilled  it  was  when  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  foul 
assassin.'' 

We  respectfully  dissent  from  the  proposition  that  Bro.  Clayton  was  a  martyr. 
A  martyr  is  one  who  surrenders  his  life  for  a  principle,  with  a  knowledge,  at  the 
time,  that  adherence  to  that  faith  or  principle  means  death.  Martyrs  are  never 
assassinated ;  Bro.  Clayton  was.  While  the  deed  was  damnable  and  its  perpetra- 
tors or  perpetrator  richly  deserve  both  torture  and  death,  yet  these  facts  do  not 
make  a  martyr  of  the  victim. 

We  thank  Sir  Orahood  for  his  kind  regret  about  our  health  which  still  remains 
poor, 

I.  H.  Peabody  re-elected  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder,  Horace  N.  Banks;  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


COLOR  ADO— 1890. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  was  held  at  Denver,  June  3d.  Sir  James  H.  Peabody, 
R.'.  £.-.  Grand  Commander;  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other 
Giand  Officers  and  Representatives  from  the  sixteen  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
with  a  goodly  number  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  address  is  a  nice  paper,  slightly  grandiloquent,  perhaps,  in  its  reference  to 
Denver,  but,  otherwise,  * 'strictly  business."  Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the 
Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  other  Commands.  Considerable  space  is  devoted 
to  the  Triennial  blow-out  at  Washington,  and  the  one  in  prospective  at  Denver, 
in  none  of  which  we  feel  a  very  lively  interest.  They  seem  to  be  pretty  enthu- 
siastic out  there  on  the  subject  of  <* Dress  Parade  Piety,''  as  the  R.*.  E.*.  issued 
seven  dispensations,  allowing  sundry  members  of  his  command  to  strut  religiously ! 

This  thing  of  serving  the  Lord  in  uniform,  and  accoiding  to  Grant's  Templar 
Tactics,  makes  us  tired.  If  that  double-barreled  Georgia  Committee  would  take 
this  heresy  in  tow,  and  correct  it,  as  soon  as  they  get  the  Corps  Reportorial  to  writ- 
ing elegant  and  refined  literature,  it  would  be  a  blessing.  Speaking  of  the  parade 
at  Washington,  he  says : 

"The  parade  was  honored  by  passing  in  review  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  members  of  his  cabinel"  *  '*^  (italics  ours).  We  respectfully  dis- 
sent. No  Masonic  organization  ever  derived  any  honor  by  the  notice  of  or  affilia- 
tion with  it  of  any  one  man,  or  set  of  men  ;  it  is  not  constructed  on  that   plan. 
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The  honor  goes  the  other  way.  There  are  some  people  who  would  feel  flattered 
if  recognizjd  on  the  street  by  a  ward  constable,  but  this  Committee  is  *not  built 
that  way.*  *' 

Our  Colorado  Fraters  are  making  big  preparations  for  the  Triennial  show,  and 
we  presume  the  quantity  of  liquid  damnation  that  will  be  provided  and  consumed 
will  astonish  the  natives  and  disgust  people  who  admire  consistency. 

Our  old  friend  Sir  Harper  M.  Orahood  is  again  the  author  of  the  Correspond 
dence  report,  in  which  the  minutes  of  twenty  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  consid- 
ered, our  own  not  among  the  number.  Sir  Harper  makes  a  good  report,  but  our 
time  and  space  prevents  a  more  extended  notice. 

Sir  G.  W.  Wyman,  Longmont,  isG.'.  C.-.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter  same 
as  before. 


GEORGIA— 1890. 


The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Rome,  April  i6th. 
Present:  Sir  Azariah  G.  Howard,  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Samuel  P. 
Hamilton,  Grand  Recorder;  five  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commanders'  address  is  a  short,  well-written  and  business  document, 
confined  almost  entirely  to  local  matters.  He  granted  several  permits  to  ballot 
on  petitions  in  short  order,  but,  we  are  glad  to  say,  issued  no  buncombe  dispen- 
sations. He  made  but  one  decision,  viz :  That  objection  to  advancement  of  a 
Red  Cross  Knight,  must  be  in  the  shape  of  charges,  on  which  regular  trial  must 
be  held  and,  if  acquitted,  the  objection  fails.  This  is  good  sense  as  well  as  sound 
law.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and  harmonious  condition.  He  also 
recommends  a  competitive  or  display  drill  at  each  Annual  Assembly.  In  the 
proceedings  we  find  the  following  as  indicating  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia 
has  been  after  the  Cerneau  Rite  : 

* 'Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Georgia  has  defined  the  bodies 
recognized  by  it  as  constituting  the  American  System  of  Freemasonry;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Body  it  is  desirable  to  cultivate  an 
intimate  relationship  and  a  system  of  correspondence  between  the  Masonic 
bodies  governing  the  Degrees  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  as  constituting  the  American  System  of  Freemasonry  ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  deemed  desirable  that  Knights  Templar,  as  members  of  the 
highest  Order  of  this  branch  of  the  American  System  of  Freemasonry,  should  be 
thoroughly  informed  as  to  occurrences  taking  place  in  the  Masonic  world ;  there- 
fore, 

Resolved^  That  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery  be  annu- 
ally, hereafter,  sent  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  F.  &  A.  M.,  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  M.,  to  the  General  Grand  Council  and  Grand 
Councils  of  R .  &  S.  M.,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  &  A 
S.  Rite  for  the^outhern  and  Northern  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  coupled 
with  a  request  to  these  Grand  Bodies  to  exchange. 

Resolved^  That  such  Proceedings  of  these  Grand  Bodies  as  may  be  received  shall 
hereafter  be  reviewed  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence." 

This  extensive  advertising  of  this  humbug  by  men,  who  ought  to  know  that,  to 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  apostate  Adam,  •''stolen   waters  are  sweet,  and  bread 
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eaten  in  secret  is  pleasant,"  makes  us  tired.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  race  to  eat 
forbidden  fruit,  and  the  more  you  say  you  shan't  they  will  eat  the  more.  Aside 
from  all  this,  where  is  the  sense  of  kicking  up  a  fuss  about  what  orders  Masons 
may,  or  may  not,  join  ?  The  Institution  of  Masonry,  hoary  with  age,  grand  in 
its  benefactions  to  the  human  race,  divine  in  its  principles  and  teachings,  is  not 
likely  to  be  injured  by  these  ephememl  off-shoots  of  the  brain  of  some  aspiring 
crank  !  Let  the  thing  alone  1  If  you  will  do  so,  it  will  soon  die  of  its  own  ac- 
cord, but  the  moment  you  commence  persecuting  it,  its  growth  will  be  phenome- 
nal. 

Total  membership,  423. 

Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Nunn  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence  in  which 
the  minutes  of  thirty-six  Templar  Grand  Bodies  have  attention,  our  own  not 
among  the  number.  This  double-barreled  committee,  in  its  introductory  remarks, 
takes  occasion  to  read  sundry  and  divers  of  the  corps  a  sort  of  left-handed  lecture 
on  the  proprieties,  and  intimate  that  some  of  us,  less  refined  and  more  boorish 
Mutuals,  have  been  writing  something  that  would  shock  the  sensibilities  of 
< 'courteous  Knights  and  accomplished  ladies/'  Sad,  is'nt  it  ?  Yet  we  are  not 
without  hope,  as  the  following  excerpt  from  said  opening  indicates  that  the  efforts 
of  these  giant  minds  in  the  direction  of  reform  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with 
success : 

**It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  system  of  correspondence  inaugurated  in 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  has,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  met  with  considerable 
favor,  and  elicited  some  flattering  comments  from  other  States.  It  is  also  evident 
that  other  Committees  are  treading  in  the  same  path,  and  that  the  days  of  long, 
meaningless  polemics  and  bitter  personal  discussion,  under  the  misnomer  of  cor- 
respondence, are  likely  to  be  short  in  the  land." 

We  commend  the  last  clause  to  Sir  Enoch,  of  Ohio.  He  is  the  only  one  that 
indulges  in  "bitter  personal  discussion,"  but  his  use  of  "long,  meaningless, 
polemics"  is  not  so  pronounced  as  it  might  be  ! — possibly  not  so  much  so  as  the 
deliverances,  some  of  them,  of  our  double-barreled  friends. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder  both  re-elected. 


INDIANA— 1890. 

The  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Grand  Conclave  was  held  at  Indianapolis,  April  15. 
R.'.  E.'.  Duncan  T.  Bacon,  Grand  Commander,  presiding  ;  E.\  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Smythe,  Grand  Recorder ;  thirty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  opens  in  this  encouraging  strain : 

"Sir  Knights — The  past  Templar  year  has  been  one  of  unexampled  prosperi- 
ty to  our  Order  in  Indiana  ;  and,  as  to-day,  we  come  together  in  the  Thirty-Sixth 
Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  there  is  cause  for  congratulation 
and  thankfulness  that  we  are  again  permitted  to  meet  and  greet  each  other,  to 
renew  friendships  formed  here  which  can  never  be  effaced,  and  that  while  some 
seats  are  vacant  that  are  wont  to  be  filled,  70€  live.  The  records  show  that  there 
has  been  a  net  gain  in  our  membership  of  120  Sir  Knights,  again  of  50  per  cent, 
over  the  net  gain  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and,  although  the  season  has  been  un- 
usually unhealthy^  that  less  than  the;  usual  number  of  deaths  have  occurred." 
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The  address  is  quite  lengthy  and  is  devoted  exclusively  to  matters  of  local  im- 
port. He  issued  about  forty  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes — no 
buncombe !     His  decisions  are  sensible  as  well  as  good  law. 

The  Grand  Prelate,  a  Methodist  and  political  preacher,  no  doubt,  went  wrong, 
skipped  the  country,  was  subsequently  arrested  for  murder  and  suspended  by 
special  order  from  his  office,  and  will  probably  be  hung  later.  Being  a  Methodist 
ourself,  it  is  very  painful  to  see  the  ministry  or  members  of  that  church  get  out  of 
the  way,  and  the  fact  that  cases  of  this  kind  are  exceedingly  rare  is  the  only  salve 
for  the  wounds  thus  inflicted  upon  the  good  of  all  denominations  as  well  as  the 
cause  of  the  Master. 

Proceedings  local. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle  is  once  more  the  author  of  an  excellent  Re- 
port on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  forty-two  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  are  carefully  and  courteously  cont-idered,  Mississippi  for  1889  among  the 
number.  He  quotes  liberally  from  Sir  Speed's  address  and  our  report,  but  in- 
dulges in  no  criticism.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  if  Sir  Nicholas  would  in- 
ject a  little  more  of  his  own  impressions  and  views  into  his  reports,  and  use  the 
scissors  less,  there  would  be  a  marked  improvement  in  the  production. 

Under  Ohio  we  find  the  following  : 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  maintenace  of  organized 
institutions  of  charity  is  among  the  duties  with  which  Grand  Bodies,  constituted 
and  supported  as  are  the  Masonic  Associations,  should  be  charged.  Charity,  in 
a  Masonic  sense,  should  be  voluntary  and  spontaneous,  not  a  forced  levy  or  assess- 
ment. Masonry  does  not  collect  a  fixed  charge  sufficient  to  support  a  pension 
roll  or  pay  a  death  benefit.  No  one  can  reasonably  expect  to  receive  the  bene- 
fits of  a  life  assurance  without  the  payment  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  amount 
to  be  drawn  out ;  and  those  seeking  such  benefits  can  secure  them  more  econom- 
ically by  an  investment  in  any  one  of  the  numerous  assessment  societies. 

We  believe  that  if  charitable  institutions  under  exclusively  Masonic  auspices 
are  necessary,  that  they  should  be  conducted  by  organizations  so  ordered  that 
the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  should  not  be  hampered  by  their  administration  or 
embarassed  by  their  support ;  in  other  words,  that  such  institutions  should  be  as 
independent  of  the  Grand  Bodies  as  are  the  assessment  companies  of  all  degrees 
now  sailing  under  the  self-assumed  title  of  *'  Masonic." 

In  which  we  do  not  concur.  There  are  some  people  that  can  only  be  made 
charitable  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  assessments  for  charitable  purposes 
must  be  made  in  order  to  reach  these.  If  our  Grand  Bodies  would  devote  nearly 
all  their  time  and  attention  to  charity  and  quit  enacting  laws  that  are  utterly 
unnecessary,  the  Institution  would  stand  higher  in  the  good  opinion  of  the 
world,  and  certainly  the  favor  of  God. 

Sir  Hy.  H.  Lancaster  is  R.\  E.*.  G.'.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent 
same  as  before. 


IOWA— 1890. 


The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  **  Templar  Park,"  Spirit 
Lake,  August  19th.  Present,  R.*.  E.'.  Cyrus  W.  Eaton,  Grand  Commander ; 
Sir  Alf.  Wingate,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Representatives  from  about  three-fourths 
of  the  fifty  odd  Subordirate  Commanneries. 
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The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  strictly  business.  His  opening  is  refreshing, 
as  these  long-winded  welcome  addresses  are  more  frequently  tiresome  than  inter- 
esting : 

We  are  greeted  by  no  words  of  welcome  uttered  by  silver  voiced  orator  as  we 
assemble  to  hold  our  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Conclave ;  but  nature  herself  greets 
us  with  a  pleasing  welcome  in  the  sparkling  waters  of  the  beautiful  lake  near  by 
our  home,  in  the  waving  branches  of  the  sheltering  shade  trees  o'er  our  heads — 
homes  of  the  leathered  songsters — all  uniting  to  bid  us  a  silent  welcome  to  Tem- 
plar Park. 

Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  illustrious  dead  of  his  own  and  other 
commands. 

He  has  a  word  commendatory  of  the  observance  of  Templar  Days,  including 
'^uniformed  piety."  A  glance  at  the  report  of  Committee  on  Credentials  reveals 
the  absence  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Sir  Guilbert.  We  sincerely  trust  that 
affliction  of  any  sort  to  him  and  his  was  not  the  cause  Jof  his  absence.  The 
Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  minus  Guilbert  would  be  bereaved  indeed.  Pro- 
ceedings local.  Order  healthy.  Total  membership,  3,756;  182  Knighted,  124 
dimitted,  42  died,  18  suspended  and  2  expelled. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  is,  like  all  literary  productions  from  the  Iowa 
Committee,  a  first-class  document  in  all  respects,  and  is  the  work  of  our  good 
brother,  W.  L.  Babb.  We  copy  his  opening  because  it  is  interesting  reading  as 
well  as  sound  sense : 

We  have  included  in  this  report  all  proceedings  received  up  to  August  1st. 
The  present  Templar  year  in  Iowa  being  but  nine  months  long,  will  explain  the 
absence  of  those  omitted. 

While  the  year  has  been  thus  short,  yet  the  period  since  we  closed  our  former 
report  has  been  prolific  in  events  important  to  our  fraters  in  this  State,  but  they 
are  so  lully  known  and  understood  by  them  that  they  need  but  slight  attention 
at  our  hands. 

Then  all  eyes  were  directed  to  the  National  Capital,  where  the  highest  legisla- 
tive and  judicial  body  known  to  American  Templars  was  about  to  assemble,  and 
we  were  being  denounced  as  traitors  to  the  order  we  loved,  and  all  fraternal  in- 
tercourse with  us  was  forbidden. 

Then  mutterings  of  discontent  were  heard  upon  every  hand  at  the  attempt  of 
a  few  to  force  upon  the  order  that  wretched  Carson  abortion,  termed  a  ritual, 
and  grave  feelings  of  anxiety  prevailed  as  to  the  future. 

Now,  the  Grand  Encampment,  with  its  pageantry  and  parade,  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  and  the  record  of  its  deliberations  have  passed  into  history. 

Carson  and  his  weak  and  deformed  progeny,  so  strongly  resembling  each  other 
in  life,  were  buried  in  one  common  grave  at  their  death  so  deep  that  they  no 
longer  vex  or  annoy.     Peace  to  their  ashes. 

The  foul  aspersion  attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  the  Sir  Knights  of  Iowa, 
that  they  were  disloyal  and  in  rebellion,  was  found  by  a  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Master  not  to  be  true,  and  he  was  found  to  have  exceeded  his  author- 
ity when  he  issued  his  famous  edict  against  us.  These  things  were  not  only  so 
found  by  the  Committee,  but  their  report  was  adopted  with  substantial  unanim- 
ity by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Iowa,  while  censured  for  not  attempting  to  use  this  printed  ritual,  was  wel- 
comed back  with  knightly  greetings  by  the  Templar  hosts  from  every  part  of  the 
land. 

The  lowering  clouds  have  passed  away;  and  the  future  is  bright  with  auspi- 
cious omens.  We  rejoice  at  the  return  ot  peace  and  the  restoration  of  those  fra- 
ternal relations,  which  were  never  severed  in  fact.     We  rejoice  still  more  in  the 
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belief  that  the  contest  through  which  we  have  passed  will  redound  to  the  posi- 
tive good,  not  only  of  ourselves,  but  of  Teraplarism  everywhere. 

Not  the  least  among  these  benefits  is  that  it  has  called  attention  to  some  very 
serious  defects  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  the  pros- 
perity of  the  order  demands  should  be  remedied  as  early  as  possible.  It  would 
be  a  very  rare  case,  indeed,  where  a  Grand  Commandery  or  its  officers  would 
knowingly  do  any  act  in  violation  ot  a  clear  and  plain  provision  of  law ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  we  may  safely  say  it  would  be  an  equally  rare  case  where  the 
Grand  Encampment  or  its  offieri  would  attempt  to  exercise  powers  not  belonging 
to  them,  if  such  powers  and  duties  were  clearly  defined. 

The  most  casual  observer  cannot  fail  to  see  that  at  present  there  is  too  much 
that  is  left  vague  and  uncertain,  both  as  to  such  powers  and  the  mode  of  exercising 
them.  The  only  way  to  secure  a  peaceful,  quiet  and  orderly  administration  of 
atlairs  in  Templarism  is  to  define  with  precision  the  powers  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment and  its  Grand  Master,  and  the  methods  of  enforcing  them,  and  mark 
out  with  equal  accuracy  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Grand  Commandeiies,  and 
almost  all  occasion  for  trouble  would  end. 

There  should  be,  as  we  take  it,  an  intermediate  court  of  appeals  to  hear  and 
determine  any  appeals  in  a  controversy  between  the  Grand  Master  and  any 
Grand  Commandery,  their  decision  to  be  final  until  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  which  shall  have  the  power  to  affirm  or  reverse  it ;  this  court  to  be 
composed  of  members  selected  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

So  long  as  we  go  on  with  the  present  Constitution,  with  its  vague  and  uncer- 
tain division  of  powers  and  duties,  with  so  much  left  open  for  construction  and 
dispute,  so  long  we  may  expect  'dissensions,  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  or 
what  may  seem  as  such,  which  only  tends  to  anarchy  and  confusion. 

Let  the  next  Grand  Encampment,  instead  of  wasting  its  time  on  disputes 
growing  out  of  attempts  to  construe  our  present  laws,  devote  itself  to  an  intelli- 
gent revision  of  the  same. 

We  may  honestly  differ  as  to  what  these  several  powers  and  the  mode  of  en- 
forcing them  should  be,  but  there  should  be  no  question  as  to  the  necessity  of 
clearly  defining  them  ;  and  in  all  our  differences  let  us  remember  that  we  are  all 
brethren,  laboring  for  the  same  great  end,  and  let  a  broad  spirit  of  charity  govern 
all  our  deliberations. 

He  pays  his  respects  to  our  valued  friend  and  admirer,  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  in  the 

following  brief,  but  rather  pointed  remarks  : 

He  closes  his  report  alter  the  meeting  of  that  Grand  Body,  and  it  is  really 
pitiful  to  read  his  doleful  story  and  predictions.  The  idol  of  his  heart,  the  only 
authorized  ritual,  recalled  and  discarded ;  Sir  Knight  Connor,  of  Tennessee,  and 
others  of  that  type,  in  charge  of  the  work  of  the  Ritual  Committee ;  the  acts  of 
the  Grand  Master  condemned,  and  Carson  shorn  of  his  power.  In  such  an  hour 
as  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  he  should  utter  some  groans  as  the  iron 
pierced  his  heart. 

**  I  have  touched  the  highest  point  of  all  my  greatness. 
And  from  that  full  meridian  of  my  glory 
I  haste  now  to  my  setting  ;  I  shall  fall. 
Like  a  bright  exhalation  in  the  evening, 
And  no  man  see  me  more." 

We  harbor  no  anger  or  bitterness  toward  him  for  all  he  has  said,  and  as  he  passes 
of}  the  stage  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  Templarism,  we  wish  him  many  years  of 
quiet  and  peace. 

**  So  may  we  rest ;  his  faults  lie  gently  on  him." 

May  his  virtues  be  engraven  in  brass,  and  his  vices  be  written  in  the  sand. 

Sir  Enoch  has  enough  brass  in  his  "makeup"  to  serve  for  the  graver's  pur- 
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pose.  We  are  inclined  to  think,  also,  that  the  old  reprobate  is  far  from  consid- 
ering himself  as  dead  as  Sir  Babb  seems  to  think  he  is.  Iowa  goes  for  Carson 
without  gloves ;  Carson  reaches  for  the  hirsute  covering  of  Iowa  with  a  vindic- 
tiveness  somewhat  at  variance  with  the  usually  accepted  ideas  of  Christians  on 
the  subject.  We  suggest  the  burial  of  the  Thomas- Hawk,  and  that  we  all  go  oat 
and  help  kill  the  balance  of  the  Sioux  and  other  red-skins.  We  write  this  Janu- 
ary 7,   1891. 

Sirjas.  A.  Guest  is  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Re- 
porter, as  before. 

KANSAS— 1890. 

The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Leavenworth,  May  13th. 
Present — SirChas.  W.  Hunt,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  John  H.  firown« 
Grand  Recorder.     Twenty-nine  subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 

P.-.  G.-.  C.-.  Carl  A.  Woodruff,  of  North  Carolina,  and  P.*.  G.-.  C.-.  Edgar  S. 
Dudley,  of  Nebraska,  were  in  attendance,  were  treated  nicely  and  had  a  chance 
to  bloviate,  which  they  improved. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  **  short  as  pie-crust."  He  made  eight 
"Decisions,"  but  the  matters  at  issue  are  not  of  sufficient  moment  to  justify  any 
discussion  of  their  merits.  He  refused  to  allow  any  of  his  subordinates  to  stul- 
tify the  order  by  parading  on  *'  Memorial  Day."  Several  of  them,  however,  got 
piously  inclined  along  about  '^  Easter  Sunday,"  and  *'  Ascension  Day,"  and  the 
people  out  there  were  treated  to  the  sight  of  armed  men  playing  at  religion  ; 
It  makes  me  tired  to  hear  this  custom  extolled  and  the  hope  expressed  that  it 
will  become  more  general,  and  it  is  not  restful  to  have  some  formalist  advance 
the  idea  that  there  is  any  devotion  to  God  in  the  performance.  We  venture  to 
say  there  is  not  a  man  that  ever  strutted  into  God's  house,  in  uniform^  who  would 
dare  to  say,  in  the  solemn  hour  of  death,  that  in  doing  it  his  prime  motive  was 
the  glory  of  God  and  his  earnest  desire  to  humbly  wait  upon  Him  in  His  earthly 
courts.  This  proposition  refers  to  preachers  as  well  as  to  the  laity  !  If  the  coat 
fits,  put  it  on.  If  it  does  not,  I  don't  mean  you !  You  are  the  exception  that 
proves  the  rule.  An  indignant  kick  or  two  will  be  taken  as ^tfe^i/ evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  the  assumption.  The  world  is  on  the  road  to  hell,  down  grade, 
and  the  train  is  made  up  of  forms,  ceremonies,  the  observance  of  holy  days  and  a 
desire  in  the  human  heart  to  attain  heaven  by  some  other  way  than  that  traveled 
by  that  innumerable  multitude,  whom  John  saw,  **  who  came  up  through  great 
tribulation,"  not  in  uniform  or  with  nodding  plumes ! 

**1  am  the  door  !  By  me,  if  any  man  enter  in  he  shall,"  etc.  There  is  lots  of 
humbuggery  nowadays  and  this  alleged  devotion  is  about  the  largest  pup  in  the 
litter ! 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  condition.     Total  membership,  2,248. 

Bro.  Jno.  H.  Brown  again  presents  the  report  on  Correspondence,  covering 
more  than  a  hundred  pages,  in  which  he  makes  clippings  from  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-six  Grand  Bodies,  not  including  ours.  If  our  venerable  brother  would 
hurl  a  little  more  original  matter  into  his  reports  it  would  be  a  move  in  the  right 
direction  we  think.     However,  the  report  is  a  first-class  one  as  it  is. 
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Sir  Geo.  W.  Port  is  R.*.  E/.  Grand  Commander.    Grand  Recorder  and  Re- 
porter same  as  before. 


KENTUCKY— 1890. 

The  Forty-Third  Annual  Asfembly  was  held  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  May 
14th  and  15th. 

The  performances  opened  wiih  the  "Offices  of  Public  Worship,"  followed  by 
an  eloquent  address  of  welcome  by  Sir  Regenald  H.  Thompson,  Grand  Standard 
Bearer,  to  which  response  was  made  by  Grand  Commander,  after  which  the  Grand 
Commandery  was  opened  with  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  G.  Montgomery,  G.*.  C*.  in 
command,  and  E.\  Sir  Lorenzo  Dow  Croninger  as  Grand  Recorder.  (We  will 
wager  a  pint  of  pickled  peppers  that  Sir  Croninger's  family  were  Methodists  and 
admirers  of  that  eccentric  genius,  zealous  Christian  and  good  preacher,  Lorenzo 
Dow.) 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  official  acts  and  de- 
liverances in  which  we  find  nothing  to  condemn. 

We  copy  his  decisions  in  full  for  your  information : 

"In  all  other  cases  I  recommended  for  reappointment  the  Sir  Knight  whose 
commission  has  just  expired. 

DECISIONS. 

No  questions  of  grave  importance  have  been  submitted  for  decision. 
Under  date  of  June  21,  I  received  the  following  query  from  the  Captain-Gen- 
eral of  Newport  Commandery : 

Can  an  Eminent  Commander  on  leaving  the  city  for  a  brief  period,  delegate 
his  authority  to  a  Past  Eminent  Commander  to  open  the  Commandery  on  regular 
meeting  night  when  the  Generalissimo  or  Captain-General  is  present,  capable 
and  claiming  prerogative  ? 

To  which  I  replied  : 

In  the  absence  of  the  Eminent  Commander,  the  Generalissimo  is  by  right  the 
ranking  officer  ;  in  the  absence  of  Eminent  Commander  and  Generalissimo,  the 
Captain-General,  and  the  Eminent  Commander  can  delegate  no  authority  that 
during  his  absence  will  set  aside  this  right. 

To  an  inquiry  from  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Russellville  Commandery,  U. 
D.,  I  replied  that  a  member  had  the  same  right  of  dimit  from  a  Commandery  U. 
D.  as  from  a  Commandery  under  charter.  A  member  of  a  Commandery  U.  D. 
is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  that  membership  in  a  Commandery 
under  charter  would  confer. 

About  the  loth  September,  the  following  reached  me  from  P.*.  E.*.  C*.  D.  S. 
Hamilton,  of  Newport  Commandery,  No.  13,  with  papers  of  appeal : 

Transcript  of  minutes  01  Newport  Commandery,  No.  13,  K.\  T.'.,  in  refer- 
ence to  dimit  of  Sir  Knight  Theodore  Fagin,  and  rulings  of  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander thereto. 

June  21,  1889 — Sir  Knight  Theodore  Fagin  asked  for  a  dimit,  which  was 
granted. 

July  19,  1889 — Sir  Knight  Pagan  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  P.*.  E.*.  C*. 
Sir  Knight  C  J.  Jones,  Sr  ,  that  Theodore  Fagin,  be  made  an  honorary  member 
of  this  Commandery. 

The  above  motion  being  stated  from  the  chair,  and  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, the  Eminent  Commander  made  the  following  rulings : 
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That  the  dimit  granted  to  Sir  Knight  Theodore  Fagin  was  not  legal,  in  that  it 
being  signed  by  the  acting  Eminent  Commander  (P.*.  £. .  C*.  Thomas  Dixon), 
outside  of  the  Asylum,  and  after  the  Commandery  had  closed. 

The  Eminent  Commander  further  ruled :  That  the  action  had  at  the  last  Stated 
Conclave,  granting  dimit  to  Sir  Knight  Theodore  Fagin,  could  be  rescinded. 

Sir  Knight  James  Pagan,  then  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion  making 
Theodore  Fagin  an  honorary  member.  P.*.  E.-.  C*.  D.  S.  Hamilton  objected 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion.  The  Eminent  Commander  allowed  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion. 

P.*.  £.-.  C.'.  Sir  Knight  D.  S.  Hamilton  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  the  Eminent  Commander. 

P.*.  E.-.  C.'.  Sir  Knight  Joseph  H.  Ashbraugh  then  moved,  and  was  seconded 
by  P.*.  E.*.  C.-.  Sir  Knight  C.  J.  Jones,  Sr.,  that  the  action  of  granting  Sir 
Knight  Theodore  Fagin  a  dimit  at  the  last  Stated  Conclave  be  rescinded,  and  Sir 
Knight  Theodore  Fagin  be  made  a  life  member  of  this  Commandery.  The  mo* 
tion  was  carried. 

August  i6,  1889 — On  motion,  the  Recorder  was  directed  to  furnish  P.*.  E.*.  C.'. 
D.  S.  Hamilton  a  transcript  of  the  minutes  of  all  matters  relating  to  dimit  of 
Theodore  Fagin,  and  ruliqgs  of  the  Eminent  Commander  thereto. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest:  H.  F.  Schrader,  Recorder. 

As  in  my  judgment  the  entire  question  presented  rested  upon  two  or  three 
points  at  issue,  I  replied,  advising  for  the  good  of  all  concerned,  that  the  matter 
be  settled  without  further  action  as  to  appeal,  and  decided — 

1st.  When  dimit  was  granted,  as  shown  by  record  of  June  21st,  Sir  Theodore 
Fagin  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Commandery  the  moment  the  action  was- 
taken  and  recorded.  This  was  the  case  no  matter  where,  when  or  by  whom  the 
certificate  of  dimit  was  signed,  and  whether  such  writing  was  ever  signed  or  not. 
He  was  made  a  dimitted  Knight  by  the  action  of  the  Commandery.  The  signed 
document  (dimit)  was  only  evidence  of  the  fact. 

2d.  A  motion  may  be  reconsidered  same  day  action  is  taken  thereon. 

3d.  A  motion  seconded  and  regularly  stated  by  the  chair  becomes  the  property 
of  the  Commandery,  and  should  th^re  be  an  objection,  can  be  withdrawn  only 
by  permission  of  the  Commandery  by  a  majority  vote. 

Hearing  nothing  further  I  take  it  for  granted  the  matter  was  satisfactorily 
settled. 

Is  it  correct  for  a  Commandery  to  stand  at  present  swords  when  an  order  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  or  any  other  order  is  being  read — or  *  published  ?"  If  not. 
what  is  the  correct  position  and  why  ? 

It  is  not  correct,  and  because :  An  order  is  read  *'for  the  information  and 
guidance  of  all  concerned,"  and  to  insure  the  best  attention,  the  Sir  Knights 
ought  to  be  in  the  easiest  possible  position  consistent  with  dignity  and  Knightly 
bearing.  To  hold  the  arm  in  the  position  of  present  swords  for  any  length  of 
time  is  fatiguing  and  ungraceful,  as  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  at  a  line  after  some 
moments  have  been  consumed  in  reading. 

The  correct  position  is  Parade  Rest ;  this  insures  steadiness,  attention  and  ease, 
the  best  for  the  object  in  view.  The  analogy  will  be  found  in  the  ceremony  of 
Dress  Parade. — (See  Tactics  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery). 

Proceedings  local.  Our  old  and  valued  friend  Sir  Chas.  Woodruff  produced 
one  of  his  standard  Correspondence  reports  in  which  nearly  all  the  Templar  world 
has  courteous  attention,  Mississippi  included.  We  copy  his  closing  in  full,  which 
is  good : 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  the  gratification  of  presenting  in  the  foregoing  report  a  review  of 
the  proceedings  of  each  of  the  Grand  Templar  Bodies  in  correspondence  with 
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the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  and  have  found  interesting  subjects  in 
many  of  them  to  enliven  this,  our  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  on  Correspon- 
dence. 

The  Ritual  begins,  again,  to  become  an  absorbing  topic,  and  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  in  defining  the  "essentials"  was  laudable  and  proper,  and, 
possibly,  all  that  was  generally  expected  or  demanded :  and,  quite  likely,  all  that 
can  be  fully  accomplished. 

In  forming  a  Committee  to  make  another  effort  to  arrange  an  acceptable  Ritual, 
a  fair  and  wise  plan  was  adopted  in  selecting  a  member  from  each  Grand  Juris* 
diction,  and  the  appointment  on  this  Committee  of  Sir  Knight  Charles  H.  Fisk 
was  most  appropriate,  and  argues  well  for  harmonious  and  definite  results. 

If  by  some  good  chance  the  Committee  should  agree  upon  a  Ritual  and  the 
Grand  Encampment  should  happen  to  approve  it,  then  there  is  the  difficulty 
about  all  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  honestly  adopting  it ;  and  more  than  that, 
the  trouble  about  getting  the  Eminent  Commanders  to  work  it. — '*You  may  take 
a  horse  to  the  water,  but  you  cannot  make  him  drink." 

We  must  confess  to  a  considerable  abatement  of  the  enthusiasm  we  once  enter- 
tained upon  the  general  use  of  a  common  Ritual,  and  the  experience  of  the  past 
three  years  in  the  effort  to  establish  a  Grand  Encampment  Ritual  has  proved  to 
be  anything  but  encouraging.  From  the  various  Grand  Commandery  proceed- 
ings we  gather  the  sad  information  that  while  the  new  work  was  formally  adopted, 
it  was  hardly  anywhere  accurately  observed,  and  the  officers  of  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies, as  a  rale,  continued  to  practice  the  same  old  forms  and  ceremonies 
they  bad  been  so  long  accustomed  to,  without  any  variation  or  change,  and  with 
an  outspoken  aversion  to  anything  different. 

Precisely  such  a  state  of  affairs  was  repeatedly  predicted  by  some  of  the  more 
experienced  Sir  Knights  pending  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  reviewing  the 
old  Rituals,  and  long  before  that  time,  and  the  following  prophetic  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  Sir  Knight  Enoch  T.  Carson,  in  1876,  represent  the  feeling  upon  this 
subject  which  then  quite  generally  prevailed:  *'The  Grand  Master  who  shall  dare 
to  move  in  the  direction  of  enforcing  uniformity  of  work  will  find  himself  in  a 
storm,  compared  with  which  the  costume  question  was  only  a  quiet  zephyr.  The 
pressing  of  the  constitutional  provision  of  uniformity  of  Work  will  make  'Rome 
howl.»  " 

We  have  serious  doubts  whether  there  are  two  States  (except  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island),  that  work  precisely  alike,  and  many  of  them  differ  in  the  most 
important  matters.  And  yet  each  claim  to  have  the  only  pure  and  ancient  work — 
the  real  *'Jacob  Townsend  Sarsaparilla."  And  woe  to  the  man  who  undertakes 
to  interfere  with  their  Ritual. 

On  this  subject  there  is  the  greatest  amount  of  bigotry  among  the  Templars 
of  the  different  jurisdictions.  To  develop  this  it  is  only  necessary  for  you  to  un- 
roll your  ritual  from  book  or  brain,  before  a  ritualist  of  another  jurisdiction  who 
will,  without  the  least  hesitation,  cheerfully  point  out  the  errors  in  your  Ritual, 
and  undertake  to  demonstrate  that  you  are  following  Allyn,  Bernard,  or  some 
other  equally  disreputable  **authority." 

The  correctness  of  the  views  thus  taken  by  Sir  Knight  Carson  has  been  com- 
pletely ^substantiated  by  succeeding  events,  which  have  passed  into  the  history  of 
Templary,  filling  many  a  tumultuous  page,  only  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  early 
teaching  of  experience. 

The  study  of  the  evolution  and  progressiveness  of  matters  ritualistic  presents 
an  interesting  and  fascinating  field  for  investigation,  and  has  been  carefully  illus- 
trated by  several  Templar  Correspondents  by  comparing  the  '*coun ting-out 
rhymes"  used  by  children  in  their  games. 

We  have  recently  encountered  a  number  of  these  selections  and,  being  im* 
pressed  with  the  aptness  and  freshness  of  some  of  them,  we  cannot  resist  the 
temptation  of  quoting  a  few  as  follows  : 
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**Onery,  twonerj,  dickeiy,  davy, 
Hallabonc,  crackabone,  tcwcry,  navy, 
Disciim,  dandniDy  merry  come  time, 
Humbledy,  bumbledy,  twenty-nine. 
O-U-T,  ovLt\"-^Amaiam. 

"Enery,  twaery,  tnckery,  tayven, 
Halaba,  crackery,  ten  or  eiayren, 
Peen,  pan,  musky  dan, 
Feedelam,  fadolam,  twenty-one."— &v^^ 

"Ain,  tain,  fethery,  in ; 
Arte,  Slatur,  debl>ery,  dick ; 
Aintic,  tain  tic,  fethurtic,  bumpit ; 
Ain  bampit,  tain,  bumpit,  gee-kit  I"— »WM. 

"Ekkeri,  akairi,  you  kair-an, 
Fiilisin,  fallisin,  Nicholas  ja'n, 
Kirl,  kail,  Irishman, 
Stini,  stani,  buck." — Ronumy, 

The  reference  to  the  Goat  in  the  following  «*brilliant  extract"  may  5erve  to 
stamp  it  as  strictly  and  originally  Masonic,  and  of  ancient  date  : 

**One  is  all,  two  is  all,  zick  is  all  zan, 
Bobtail  nanny-goat,  tittle,  tall,  tan ; 
Hamm,  scarum,  Virgin  Mary, 
Singleum,  sangleum,  jolly,  oh,  buck." 

The  article  from  which  this  "  poetry  "  is  taken  considers  the  last  verse  a  food 
illustration  of  the  evolution  theory  of  modern  scientists : 

**  The  first  form  of  « bobtail  nanny-goat,'  changes  to  « bob-tail  billy-goat,'  'bob- 
tail  dominicker,'  •  bobtail  vinegar,'  and  at  last,  through  course  of  time  and  altered 
conditions  of  existence,  the  despised  *  bobtail  nanny-goat '  ultimately  develops 
into  the  highly  respectable  form  of  *  Baptist  Minister.'  "  .         *^ 

We  have  gone  into  this  prolific  subject  at  much  greater  length  than  we  at  first 
intended,  and  have  presented  some  of  the  more  prominent  difficulties  surround- 
ing rituals  in  general,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  a  conservative  expectation 
in  the  matter  of  "improvements,"  "corrections,"  and  "embellishments." 

We  most  thankfully  recognize,  however,  the  great  step  in  advance  attained  by 
the  Grand  Encampment  in  unanimously  determining  the  "  essentials  "  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  concerned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  R.  Woodruff, 

For  the  Committee. 
William  Hy.  Miffert,  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent continued. 


LOUISIANA— 1890. 

The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
February  14th.  Sir  David  R.  Graham,  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  P.".  G.». 
C*.  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  matters.     He  speaks  pleasantly  of 
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Sirs  Speed  and  llajres  in  connection  with  the  Tiieani>),  and  psfs  appropriate 
tiibute  to  the  memory  and  victtuB  of  the  diitinguished  dead. 

Preceedings  local. 

Keport  on  CoirespondeDce  by  the  K.-,  E,-.  Grand  Recorder  is  as  rollows: 

"  I  have  reviewed  the  proceeding!  of  the  following  Grand  Commanderies  since 
our  Use  CoDClave."     (Here  follows  the  list.) 

The  report  could  not  have  been  more  interesting,  had  it  occupied  less  space. 

Sir  D.  Alfred  De Pass  is  R,-.   E.'.  Grand  Commander:  Grand  Recorder  co n- 


M  AINE— 1890. 


The  Thirtf-Njuth  Annual  wu  held  in  Portland,  M&y  Sth-  There  were  present 
R.-.  E.-.  Joseph  A.  Loclic,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Ira  Beiry,  Grand  Recorder  ; 
alt  [he  itaEF  save  one  ;  re  present  a  lives  of  fourtean  Subordinales,  together  with  a 
multitude  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Fast  Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  qnite  lengthy,  and  is  a  well  written  and 
exhaustive  report  of  the  official  acts  of  a  fniihlul,  zealous  and  conscientious  offi- 
cer. He  says  the  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  and  peace.  Net  gain  in  mem- 
bership, 146;  total  membership,  2,324.  Eloquent  and  appropriate  tribute  is 
paid  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the  magnanimous  dead.  One  new  Comman- 
dery  was  constituted  and  a  diapen>alion  issued  for  another.  We  note  with  pleas- 
ure the  absence  of  buncombe  dispensations,  any  reference  to  Uniformed  Religious 
Service  and  the  "Invasion"  tomfoolery.  His  decisioris  are  sound.  The  address 
is  a  credit  10  its  author,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  title  page. 

E'roceedings  of  no  ganeral  interest. 

Oar  well  beloved  old  friend,  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  of  Xmas  Libation  fame,  is 
again  the  author  of  the  Correspondencerepoct,  which  covers  over  sixty  pages  right 
in  the  bowels  of  the  minutes.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  commend  Sir  Stephen's 
wiirk— it  speaks  for  itself.  We  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from  the  report, 
but  for  this  be  was  not  in  fault.  There  are  about  a  thousand  good  things  in  Bro. 
Stephen's  report,  but  at  we  propose  to  steal  his  statistical  tables  entire,  we  will 
have  to  omit  the  balance. 

STATISTICS. 
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STATISTICS— Continued 


Georgia,  April  i6 . . . . 

Illinois,  Oct.  22 

Indiana,  April  15 

Iowa,  Nov.  14 

Kansas,  May  13 

Kentucky,  May  14.... 
Louisiana,  Feb  14. . . . 

Maine,  May  8 

Maryland,  Nov.  26. . . 
Mass.&R.  I.,  Oct  30. 
Michigan,  May  20. . . . 
Minnesota,  June  24. . . 
Mississippi,  Feb  11... 
Missouri,  April  22. . . . 
Montana,  Oct.  29  ... . 

Nebraska,  June  3 

New  Hamp.,  Sept.  24. 
New  Jersey,  May  13. . 
New  York,  Oct.  22... 
N.  Carolina,  June  12.. 

North  Dakota 

Ohio,  Aug.  20 

Oregon,  Sept  12 

Pennsylvania,  May  27. 

South  Dako  a 

Tennessee,  May  13... 

Texas  April  16 . . . 

Vermont,  June  10. . . . 
Virginia,  Nov  13... . 
Washington,  June  16.. 
W.  Virginia,  May  14.. 
Wisconsin,  Nov  12.... 
Wyoming,  July  10. . .. 
G.  En.  Subordinates. . 

Total,  in  U.  S 

Canada,  July  15 

England  and  Wales. . , 

Ireland 

Scotland 

Victoria,  Australia.... 

Total  in  world 


890  8 
889;  58; 
890,  32 


889 
890 
890 
890 
890 
889 


889 
«90 

889 
890 
890 
890 
889 
890 
890 
890 
890 
890 
889 
890 
890 
889 
890 
889 


52 

33 

23 

3 

19 
8 


889I  41 

890!  39 

890I  21 

89O;  II 

890!  55 
889  6 
890 I  22 
10 
16 

56 
8 

4 
46 

3 


1 

H 

24 
10 

18 

5 

9 

22 

3 
22 


890'  84Q 
890'  28 
890  106 
890  41 
800  10 
890   I 


463 

7537 
2816 

3713 
2246 
1661 

274 
23241 

897 
8110 
4221 

1967 

244 

3253 
225 

1268 

1473 
1401 

8369 
231 
180 

635 « 
191 

8758, 

509 
912 

1420 

»093 
1024 

227 

492 
2191 

161 
1932 


83.933 
990 

2900 

1300 

450 
80, 


1890  1038  89,653  6738 


47 

9 

6 

10 

•  •  ■  • 

•  ■ 

12 

5*^ 

89 

33 

167 

79 

4!  72 

232 

49 

15 

84 

57 

4,  29 

221 

68 

2 

198 

57 

I   42 

211 

38 

2 

91 

26 

i>  18 

140 

13 

16 

19 

22 

si  28 

14 

•  ■  •  • 

2 

■  •  •  • 

II 

5 

174 

15 

.  • « • 

17 

5 

..1  21 

78 

6 

3 

16 

7 

I  16 

700 

49 

7 

60 

34 

I'  no 

290 

39 

6 

91 

38 

2;  43 

194 

no 

2 

99 

2 

..!   25 

21 

•  •  • 

12 

9 

I 

,•_ 

II 

305 

77 

9 

93 

48 

44 

28 

4 

•  •  •  « 

6 

•  •  •  • 

3 

147 

15 

4 

31 

23 

6 
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For  statistics  in  advance  of  publication  we  are  indebted  to  Grand  Recorders 
Connor,  of  Tennessee,  Croninger,  of  Kentucky,  Dunnington,  of  West  Virginia, 
Parmelee,  of  Colorado,  Rowley,  of  South  Dakota,  Bell,  of  Ohio,  Bowen,  of 
Nebraska,  and  our  Grand  Representative  S.  H.  Rush,  of  Washington. 

All  the  jurisdictions  in  this  country  have  increased  excepting  Alabama,  Io\ra> 
Louisiana  and  Wyoming.  The  increase  in  the  United  States  is  5,584  against 
3,036  last  year,  being  7  percent,  against  4 per  cent,  increase  last  year. 

We  give  a  full 
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COMPARISON  OF  NORTH   AMERICAN   STATISTICS. 


{Percentage    of 

Date. 

Templars. 

Royal  Arch. 

M.  Masons. 

Templars   to 
M.   M's. 

1816 

500 

6,000 

30,000 

1848 

1,200 

12,000 

60,000 

1856 

4,710 

26,411 

120,000 

1859 

7,344 

30,723 

141,255 

5-25 

1865 

10,000 

31.051 

161,330 

6 

1866 

11,602 

34,722 

224.274 

5 

1867 

14,414 

54,083 

321,451 

4.50 

1868 

20,118 

75,485 

387,402 

5 

1869 

22,522 

87,231 

435,068   . 

5 

1870 

25,844 

96,275 

483,535 

5 

1871 

30,351 

105,351 

501,702 

6 

1872 

34,468 

112,594 

529,307 

6.50 

1873 

37,294 

"3,431 

556.295 

6.75 

1874 

39,364 

125,027 

575.929 

7 

1875 

44,018 

130,554 

585,269 

7.50 

1876 

46,235 

132.063 

594,617 

7.75 

1877 

48,539 

134,926 

602,089 

8 

1878 

49,260 

133,648 

592,443 

8.33 

1879 

49,924 

128,196 

582,556 

8.50 

1880 

50,681 

127,025 

573,317 

8.84 

1881 

53,734 

127,105 

567,128 

.  9.47>4 

1882 

55,186 

128,557 

566,149 

9.75 

1883 

59,835 

132.737 

579,826 

10.32 

1884 

65.396 

137,617 

587,321 

ii.i3>i 

1885 

68,. 126 

140,960 

593,164 

11.50 

1886 

70,154 

132,194 

596,464 

11.7614 

1887 

73.274 

146,336 

605,408 

12 

1888 

76,260 

149*903 

615.136 

i«-39K 

1889 

79,255 

152,132 

630,960 

12.56 

1890 

84,923 

157,898 

651,028 

13 

The  increase  in  percentage  of  Templars  continues,  and  the  steady  gain  from 
1867  is  noteworthy.  Courteously  submitted, 

Stephen  Berry, 
JosiAH  H.  Drummond, 
Edward  P.  Burnham, 

Committee. 

We  beg  to  express  our  thanks  to  our  Brother  for  the  above. 
Sir  Edwin  M.  Fuller  is  R.'.   £.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand   Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


MICHIGAN  — 1890. 

Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  May  20th. 
Sir  Jno.  A.  Gerow,  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Recor- 
der.    We  note  that  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  places. 

An  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  Hugh  McGurdy,  opened  the  performance  with 
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one  of  his  best  speeches  in  response  to  an  address  of  welcome.     He  closes  as 
follows : 

And  may  the  mystic  chords  of  memory,  reaching  from  that  symbol's  rugged 
height,  from  the  empty  sepulchre,  from  the  olive  crowned  mount  of  Ascension, 
from  many  a  hard  fought  battlefield  and  many  a  lonely  conflict  in  defense  of  its 
great  truth,  reaching  from  the  noble  deeds  of  our  own  honored  dead  to  our  every 
living  heart  and  hearthstone,  all  over  this  broad  land,  touched  by  the  better 
angels  of  our  nature,  bind  us  more  indissolubly  to  the  past  and  inspire  us  with 
larger  hopes  for  the  future. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Addre<:s  is  a  short,  but  well-written  account  of  his 
stewardship,  in  which  we  find  nothing  to  condemn.  His  dispensations  were  all 
for  proper  purposes.  His  only  decision  was  that  it  is  improper  to  confer  the  degree 
of  Knighthood  on  Sunday.  We  respectfully  dissent  so  far  as  the  order  of  the 
Temple  and  Malta  are  concerned.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  these  solemn  cere- 
monies, when  propealy  performed  and  not  in  conflict  with  the  ordinary  religious 
services,  as  to  time,  would  be  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  '*Him  with  whom  we 
have  to  do." 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  Oar 
venerable  friend.  Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  agaiu  comes  on  deck  with  the  report  on  Cor- 
respondence, which,  this  year,  covers  only  276  pages  of  fine  print^  and  reviews 
the  doings  of  thirty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies— our  own  not  among  the  num- 
ber. We  have  no  disposition  to  quarrel  with  our  brother  for  killing  us  bsfore  our 
time.     We  hope  to  be  ready  when  the  summons  comes. 

Sir  William  says  some  pleasant  things  of  us  and  also  of  our  good  friend  and 
f rater  Speed,  for  which  we  are  gratelul. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Doly  is  R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


MASSACHUSETTS    AND    RHODE   ISLAND— 1889. 

The  Semi-Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence,  May  24thy 
at  which  the  attendance  was  large  and  proceedings  interesting,  locally. 

The  Semi-Annual  Address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  devoted  to  matters  of  local  in- 
terest. Courteous  and  appropriate  notice  is  taken  of  the  magnanimous  dead, 
and  their  virtues  made  a  matter  of  record.  Peace  to  their  ashes.  The  closing 
paragraph  is  as  follows  : 

M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master  Roome  has  informed  me  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  obtain  permission  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  several  Grand  Commander- 
ies  on  the  way  to  Washington  to  attend  the  Triennial. 

We  regret  that  our  good  brother  should  have  lent  encouragement  to  the  stupid 
nonsense  of  "  invasion"  and  ^* passing  through  lines^^^  by  asking  the  question. 


The  Eighty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  city  of  Boston,  on  October  30th. 
Sir  Edgar  L.  Freeman,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Alph.  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Re- 
corder.    All  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Warder,  were  in  their  places,  and 
hirty-five  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 


J 
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The  address  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  is  a  well  written  resnme  of  his 
official  acts  and  deliverances,  together  with  quite  a  lengthy  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  Grand  Encampment,  in  none  of  which  you  are  very  deeply  interested.  He 
issued  a  lot  of  dispensations  but  all  for  legitimate  purposes.  The  Order  is  in  a 
healthy  state.  Finances  of  Grand  Commandery  in  first-class  condition ;  the 
"Grand  Fund"  amounting  to  over  $17,000.00.' 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  a  three-barreled  one,  and,  as  before,  is  the 
combined  efforts  of  our  good  brothers  Chapman,  Rugg'and  Dadmun,  and,  like 
its  predecessors  from  this  Triumvirate,  is  good.  It  covers  seventy  closely  printed 
pages  and  deals  with  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar  family.  Mississip- 
pi for  l82$9,  being  among  the  number,  and  Bro.  Rugg,  the  reviewer.  Bro.  Rugg 
pays  his  respects  pleasantly,  to  Grand  Commander  Speed's  circular  to  Subordin- 
ates and  his  "open  letter"  to  Grand  Master  Roome  anent  the  Iowa  trouble.  The 
matter  having  been  settled  at  Washington,  he  is  chary  of  co.nment8. 

He  says  our  report  is  "sprightly"  and  contains  sundry  "nuggets  of  thought," 
but  declines  to  endorse  some  of  our  strong  criticisms,  referring,  we  presume,  to 
our  opposition  to  the  parade  of  "  Fuss  and  Feathers"  in  God's  house  on  "As- 
cension Day,"  "Easter,"  and  kindred  occasions.  We  do  not  mean  to  be  unchar- 
itable, nor  do  we  propose  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  acts  and  motives  of  our  fel- 
lows, but  we  are  utterly  unable  to  reconcile  these  gaudy  transactions  with  our 
ideas  of  acceptable  religious  service.  It  is  possible  that  we  are  a  crank, — Car- 
son calls  us  a  blackguard — but  we  can't  help  it.  A  church  of  Christ,  we  mean, 
of  course,  the  building,  is  not  the  place  for  the  exhibition  of  gaudy  uniforms  and 
glittering  swords.  We  cannot  divest  our  minds  of  the  thought  that  if  our  hearts 
are  right  before  God,  and  attuned  to  His  worship,  we  will  prefer  less  ostentation 
and  more  of  humility  as  being  more  in  consonance  with  the  teachings  and  ex- 
ample of  the  Master.  Our  three  Fraters  always  produce  a  more  than  creditable 
production,  one  of  the  best  that  comes  to  us.  Since  their  last  was  written,  one 
of  them,  Frater  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  has  finished  his  earthly  course,  and  is,  we 
doubt  not,  to-night,  with  the  blest  in  heaven.'    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

"  Servant  of  God,  well  done ! 

Rest  from  thy  loved  employ, 
The  battle's  fought,  the  victory  won, 

Enter  thy  Master's  joy. 
The  voice  at  midnight  came; 

He  started  up  to  hear  ; 
A  mortal  arrow  pierced  his  frame; 

He  fell, — but  felt  no  fear. 

Tranquil  amid  alarms, 

It  found  him  on  the  field, 
A  vet'ran,  slumbering  on  his  arms. 

Beneath  his  red-cross  shield, 
His  sword  was  in  his  hand, 

Still  warm  with  recent  fight, 
Ready  that  moment,  at  command. 

Through  rock  and  steel  to  strike." 

Our  heart  goesi  out  in  sincere  sympathy  with  our  fraters  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  as  also  to  the  immediate  family  of  our  departed  brother.     Only  the 
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joys  of  heaven  can  coin{>ensate  for  the  trials,  afflictions  and  sorrow  of  this  world 
and  only  the  comforting  infloence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  heal  the  wounds  inci- 
dent to  the  visits  of  the  "  Pale  Horse  and  his  Rider." 

Sir  James  Swords,    R.-.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;   Sir  Alfred   F.   Chapman, 
(since  deceased),  was  rr -elected  Grand  Recorder,  and  Correspondence  as  before. 


MARYLAND— 1889. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  Baltimore,  November  26th.  Sir 
Charles  McDpnald,  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  Henry  Miller,  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  ::ddress  is  simply  an  epitome  of  his  official  acts  and  deliverances,  with 
none  of  which  are  we  disposed  to  complain.  He  issued  a  doud  of  dispensations, 
but  all  for  proper  purposes,  and  then  remarks:  **  I  am  very  much  opposed  to 
this  practice  of  railroading  our  candidates  through,"  etc.  Now  it  occurs  to  us 
that  if  we  are  opposed  to  doing  a  certain  thing,  and  have  the  power  of  choice 
as  to  whether  we  will  or  no,  if  we  do  it  we  are  entitled  to  no  sympathy.  It 
strikes  this  scribe  that  it  is  absurd  to  run  a  R.  A.  Mason  through  a  committee 
and  a  month's  probation,  when  he  has  been  known  among  us  for  years,  prob- 
ably. However,  there  are  lots  of  stupid  things  in  the  world — ^among  others  the 
idea  that  Craftsmen  at  the  building  of  the  Temple  carried  dressed  ashlers  30x1  ox  12 
feet  between  their  thumbs  and  forefingers,  for  inspection  ! 

The  address  is  a  good  one.  The  Order  is  in  a  state  of  prosperity,  health  and 
peace. 

Proceedings  local. 

Over  a  hundred  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  an  excellent  report  on 
Conespondence  by  our  old  friend,  Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  Past  Grand  Commander,  in 
which  the  transactions  of  twenty-seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  carefnlly 
digested.     We  regret  that  our  own  is  not  of  the  number. 

Sir  A.  £.  Booth,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  H.  Miller,  Grand 
Recorder  ;  Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  Reporter. 


MONTANA  — 1889. 

Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Helena,  October  29.  R.*.  E.-.  Andrew 
J.  Fisk,  Grand  Commander ;  E.'.  Sir  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Recorder;  Rep- 
resentatives from  four  Subordinates  were  present. 

The  address  is  very  short.  As  a  literary  production  it  is  all  O.  K.,  but  we  find 
in  it  nothing  of  general  interest,  except  that  the  Order  there  is  in  a  fairly  pros- 
perous condition.     No  buncombe,  Tom- Fool, dispensations  were  issued. 

Proceedings  local. 

No  report  on  Correspondence  on  account  of  poverty  and  a  mistaken  idea  of  the 
Grand  Recorder  that  at  least  one  trip  to  the  Triennial  blow-out  is  necessary  to 
qualify  one  for  the  position  of  Correspondent.  It  is  barely  possible — but  not  at  all 
probable — that  some  one  ot  the  Mutuals  has  been  inspired  by  the  influences  and 
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surroundings  of  this  concern  to  write  something  ^t^^ijf,  but  we  doubt  it.  It  is  no^ 
every  man  who  is  so  constituted  as  to  be  compelled  to  take  on  a  cargo  of  whisky 
to  enable  him  to  discharge  one  of  literature  or  eloquence. 

A.  H.  Barrett,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Recorder. 


MINNESOTA~i89o. 

The  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Brainard,  June  24.  Present, 
Sir  Walter  H.  Sanborn,  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thos.  Montgomery, 
Grand  Recorder ;  a  full  staff  and  the  Representatives  of  twenty-one  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  business  document,  well- written  and  creditable.  The  R.*.  E.\ 
reports  the  starting  of  three  Masonic  Temples  in  the  State  and  the  completion  of 
two  of  them.  The  other,  at  Duluth,  will  be  completed  this  year,  1891,  and  will 
be  as,  are  the  others,  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  and  zeal  of  the  Craft  in  that 
State.     He  issued  no  stupid  dispensations. 

Referring  to  "Easter  Sunday,'*  he  says  : 

**The  comrades  throughout  this  jurisdiction  generally  observed  the  ceremonies 
of  Easter  Sunday,  and  your  Grand  Commander  takes  this  occasion  to  say,  that 
during  the  year  he  has  used  every  reasonable  effort  to  stimulate  the  Commanderies 
to  observe  such  occasions.  The  beautiful  ritual  of  the  Order,  carefully  and  prop- 
erly used  by  a  large  body  of  Knights  Templar  on  occasions  like  Easter  Sunday 
and  Ascension  day,  in  the  presence  of  a  sympathetic  audience  from  the  better 
classes  of  the  community,  tends  to  strengthen  the  sentiments  of  reverence  and 
affection  for  the  Christian  religion  and  its  teachings,  which  it  is  the  great  purpose 
of  our  Order  to  inculcate.  It  has  now  become  an  almost  universal  custom  for  our 
Commanderies  to  attend  service  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  wise 
and  salutary  addition  to  this  custom  if  the  service  on  Ascension  day  could  be 
similarly  and  universally  honored,  as  I  learn  it  was  by  Damascus,  No.  I,  ot  St. 
Paul,  this  year." 

Perhaps  so.  In  our  opinion,  however,  if  the  uniform  and  arms  were  dispensed 
with,  on  those  occasions,  the  services  would  be  more  pleasing  in  the  eyes  of  "Him 
with  whom  we  have  to  do."     Those  adjuncts,  as  helps  to  devotion,  are  away 

■ 

below  par. 

We  copy  the  following  sketch  of  our  venerable  and  valued  friend,  Sir  Pierson, 
from  the^ddress,  and,  while  fully  endorsing  the  eulogism,  drop  a  tear  of  affection 
and  regret  at  his  decease. 

IN   MEMORIAM. 

But  this  bright  picture  of  duty  done  and  lasting  results  attained  has  been 
shaded  and  saddened  by  the  death  of  the  most  widely  known,  the  most  persis- 
tent and  energetic  Mason  that  that  ever  lived  in  Minnesota. 

E.-.  Sir  Azariah  Theodore  Crane  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder  and  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  Past 
Grand  Captain-General  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States,  Past  Commander  of  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  i,  of  St.  Paul, 
passed  peacefully  from  earth,  full  of  years  and  honors,  on  the  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.,  i88q,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age. 

Facile  princeps  in  every  Masonic  order  in  Minnesota,  an  encyclopedia  of  Ma- 
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sonic  learning,  the  monitor  and  guide  of  Minnesata  Masons^  in  every  day  of 
doubt  and  difticulty ;  the  arbiter  of  every  dispute,  gentle,  kindly,  loving^  and 
generous  to  a  fault,  no  man  and  Mason  could  have  fallen  in  Minnesota  whose 
loss  would  have  been  more  universally  regretted  or  sincerely  mourned  among  our 
fratcrs  of  every  degree. 

We  copy  the  opening  ceremonies.     By  a  slight  change  they  can  be  utilized  in 

our  Subordinate  Commanderies : 

RESPONSES   AT   OPENING. 

To  ihe  Grand  Commandery  of  Minnesota  : 

Your  Committee  on  Preparing  Suitable  Responses  for  the  officers  at  the  open- 
ing 01  the  Grand  Commandery  courteously  recommend  the  following,  and  that 
the  same  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Conclave  : 

Grand  Commander — Sir  Grand  Generalissimo,  are  you  a  Knight  Templar  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — That  is  my  title. 

Grand  Commander — Where  were  you  created  a  Knight  Templar  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — In  a  lawful  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar. 

Grand  Commander — What  number  compose  such  a  Commandery  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — There  is  an  indispensable  number  and  a  constitutional 
number. 

Grand  Commander — What  is  an  indispensable  number  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — Three. 

Grand  Commander — Under  what  circumstances  may  three  Knights  Templar 
lorm  and  open  a  Commandery  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — Three  Knights  Templar  hailing  from  three  different 
Commanderies  and  acting  under  the  sanction  of  a  legal  warrant,  may  form  and 
open  a  Commandery  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 

Grand  Commander — What  is  a  constitutional  number? 

Grand  Generalissimo — Nine  or  more. 

Grand  Commander — When  composed  of  eleven,  of  whom  does  it  consist  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — The  E.  *.  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain-General, 
Prelate,  Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Recorder,  Standard  Bearer, 
Sword  Bearer  and  Warder. 

Grand  Commander — Of  whom  is  the  Grand  Commandery  composed  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — The  R.-.  E.-  Grand  Commander,  V.*.  E.*.  Deputy 
Grand  Commander,  the  E.*  Grand  Generalissimo,  Grand  Captain-General,  Grand 
Prelate,  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Grand  Junior  Warden,  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand 
Recorder,  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Grand  Warder,  Grand 
Captain  of  the  Guard,  all  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
manders, Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and  Past  Grand  Captains-General  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  all  Past  Commanders  by  service  of  chartered  Com- 
manderies under  its  jurisdiction,  and  the  Commanders,  Generalissimos  and  Cap- 
tains-General, for  the  time,  of  the  several  chartered  and  duly  constituted  Com- 
manderies subordinate  thereto. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Warder's  station  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — On  the  left  of  ihe  Grand  Standard  Bearer  in  the  West, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  central  division,  or  Grand  Standard  Guard. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty,  Sir  Grand  Warder? 

Grand  Warder — To  announce  the  approach  of  the  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander 
and  his  aids ;  to  post  the  Grand  Sentinel,  and  see  that  the  Grand  Asylum  is  duly 
guarded. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Sword  Bearer's  station  ? 

Grand  Warder — On  the  right  of  the  Grand  Standard  Bearer  in  the  West ;  on 
the  right  of  the  Grand  Standard  Guard,  or  on  the  right,  or  in  front  of  the  cen- 
tral division. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty,  Sir  Grand  Sword  Bearer  ? 
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Grand  Sword  Bearer — ^To  assist  in  protecting  the  Banner  of  our  order,  and 
command  the  Grand  Standard  Guard,  or  central  division. 

Grand  Commander — Yoar  duty,  Sir  Grand  Standard  Bearer  ? 

Grand  Standard  Bearer — ^To  display,  support  and  protect  the  banner  of  our 
order. 

Grand  Commander — Why  is  your  station  in  the  West  ? 

Grand  Standard  Bearer — That  the  brilliant  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  shedding 
luster  on  the  banner  of  our  order,  may  animate  and  encourage  all  valliant  and 
magnanimous  Knights,  and  confound  and  dismay  their  enemies. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Recorder's  station  ? 

Grand  Standard  Bearer — On  the  left  front  of  the  Grand  Captain-General. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty.  Sir  Grand  Recorder  ? 

Grand  Recorder — Fatih fully  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery,  collect  its  revenue,  and  promptly  pay  it  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Treasurer's  station  ? 

Grand  Recorder — On  the  right  front  of  the  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Grand  Commanoier — Your  duty.  Sir  Grand  Treasurer? 

Grand  Treasurer — To  receive  in  charge  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Grand 
Commandery ;  pay  all  orders  drawn  on  the  treasury,  and,  when  required,  render 
a  faithful  account  of  receipts  and  disbursemeiUs. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Junior  Warden's  station  ? 

Grand  Treasurer — At  the  northwest  angle  ot  the  triangle ;  on  the  left,  or  in 
front  of  the  second  or  rear  division  when  separately  formed,  and  on  the  left  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  when  in  line. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty.  Sir  Junior  Warden  ? 

Grand  Junior  Warden — To  command  the  second  (or  rear)  division,  and  act  as 
left  guide  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Senior  Warden's  station  ? 

Grand  Junior  Warden — At  the  southwest  angle  of  the  triangle ;  on  the  right 
of  the  first  division  when  separately  formed,  and  on  the  right  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  when  in  line. 

Grand  Commander— Your  duty,  Sir  Grand  Senior  Warden  ? 

Grand  Senior  Warden — To  command  the  first  division  and  act  as  right  guide 
of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Pt date's  station  ? 

Grand  Senior  Warden — On  the  right  of  the  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Grand  Commander— Your  duty,  Sir  Grand  Prelate  ? 

Grand  Prelate — to  minister  at  the  altar  and  offer  up  prayers  and  obligations  to 
Deity. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Captain  General's  station  ? 

Grand  Prelate— On  the  left  front  of  the  V.-.  E/.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Grand  Commander — Your  Huty,  Sir  Grand  Captain  General? 

Grand  Captain  General — To  see  that  the  proper  officers  make  due  preparation 
for  the  Conclaves  of  the  Grand  Commandery;  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  R.*. 
E.*.  Grand  Commander,  and  in  his  absence,  and  that  of  the  V.*.  E.-.  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  and  E.-.  Grand  Generalissimo,  to  preside. 

Grand  Commander — The  Grand  Generalissimo's  station  ? 

Grand  Captain  General — On  the  right  front  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Comman- 
der. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty,  Sir  Grand  Generalissimo  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo— To  act  as  chief  aid  to  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander, 
and  in  his  absence,  and  that  of  the  V. ".  E. .  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  to  pre- 
side. 

Grand  Commander — The  V.*.  E.*.  Deputy  Grand  Commander's  station  ? 

Grand  Generalissimo — On  the  left  nf  the  R  *.  E.-.  Grand  Commander. 

Grand  Commander — Your  duty,  V  •.  E.*.  Sir  Deputy  Grand  Commander? 

Deputy  Grand  Commander — Faithfully  to  perform  all  the  duties  that  may  be 
assigned  to  me  by  the  R.  .  E.  .  Grand  Commander  or  Grand  Commandery,  and 
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in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Commander,  to  be  charged  with  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  that  officer. 

Grand  Commander — ^The  station  of  the  R.'.  E.-.  Grand  Commander? 

Deputy  Grand  Commander — In  the  East. 

Grand  Commander — And  his  duty  ? 

Deputy  Grand  Commander — To  inculcate  the  principles  of  charity  and  hos- 
pitality, suppress  profanity,  and  have  a  watchful  supervision  over  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  of  the  jurisdiction ;  and  see  that  the  constitution  and  statutes  of 
the  order  are  duly  observed. 

Total  membership,  1967.     Finances  sound.     Order  prosperous. 

£  '.  Sir  Thos.  Montgomery,  Grand  Recorder,  is  the  worthy  successor  of  the 
venerable  and  lamented  Pierson,  and  is  the  author  of  an  excellent  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  proceedings  are  ably  and 
courteously  considered ;  Mississippi  for  1889,  among  the  number.  He  quotes 
Sir  Speed's  Xmas  circular  and  also  a  few  titbits  from  our  respects  to  him  of  that 
year,  without  comment. 

Sir  Thomas  puts  in  more  original  matter  than  did  Bro.  Pierson,  which,  we  are 
inclined  to  think,  is  an  improvement.  Our  motto  has  always  been,  **Blow  your 
trumpet,  if  you  don't  sell  a  clam  !"  Our  friend  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  has  been  doing 
this  for  tourteen  years,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  done  but  little  else,  is  no  sign 
that  the  motto  is  not  a  good  one. 

We  note  that  Sir  Thomas  has  a  high  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  purity  of 
motive  of  Sir  Enoch,  in  which  we  concur.     We  would  like  to  spend  more  time 

• 

with  Sir  Thomas,  but  must  stop. 

Sir  Anthony  Z.  Levering  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Reporter  as  before. 


MISSOURI— 1890. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  April  22d.  Sir  Robt. 
McCuUoch,  R.'.  E.".  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand 
Recorder.     Fifty-five  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  extremely  short,  covering  but  four  pages,  and  is  confined  to 
local  matters.     He  says  in  his  opening  : 

♦*The  Saracen  no  longer  confronts  the  Templar,  but  a  foe  worse  than  the 
Saracen  is  always  in  our  midst."  Which  we  wish  to  remark  is  a  lucky  coinci- 
dence for  the  modern  Templar,  who  would  stand  about  as  much  chance  in  a 
battle  with  those  grim  old  warriors,  as  a  stub-tailed  cow  in  fly  time  !  As  war- 
riors fighting  against  the  worst  loe  in  our  midst,  always,  it  will  be  as  well  lor  us 
to  remember  the  old  couplet : 

"It  makes  the  devil  run  to  see. 
The  weakest  saint  upon  his  knee ;" 

And  act  accordingly.  The  "Grim  Reaper"  has  dealt  gently  with  us,  only  two 
members  of  this  Grand  Body  having  received  orders  to  "return  their  swords  to 
the  scabbard,  and  there  let  them  remain."     *     * 

Although  the  address  is  short,  the  list  of  dispensations  is  not,  but  we  are  glad 
to  say  they  were  all  for  legitimate  purposes. 
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Procetdings  local.  Order  Iq  fvceUcypt  condition,  financially  and  otherwise. 
Total  membership,  3253. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo  is  again  "to  the  fire''  with  an  excellent  report  on  Correspon- 
dence, in  which  the  transactions  of  moat  of  the  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous 
attention — Mississippi  very  briefly  included.  The  report  covers  102  pages,  25  of 
which  ar^  taken  up  with  review  of  Grand  Encampment.  Sir  William  seems  to 
be  a  rath«r  warm  paitisan  of  the  late  Grand  Master  and  against  rebellious  Iowa, 
which  he  has  the  right  to  be.     The  report  is  an  elegant  one  throughout. 

Sir  Walter  J.  Hilton  is  R.*.  E.-^  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand 
Recorder  and  Reporter. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE— 1889. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Concord,  September  24th.  Pres. 
ent — Sir  Edward  R.  Kent,  R.*.  £.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  George  P.  Cleaves, 
Grand  Recordor  ;  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  sundry  P.-.  E.*.  C's  and  Rep- 
resentatives and  delegates  from  ten  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  short  one,  most  of  it  being  reports  of  dispensations  to  his 
subordinate  Commanderies  to  make  '*  pilgrimages,"  go  to  church,  and  stultify 
themselves  and  the  Order  by  acting  as  escort  for  the  political  organization  known 
as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  on  ''Memorial  Day'!''  Then  there  are  sev- 
eral *'  Permits  to  Invade,"  and  siclv  recorded  with  all  the  solemnity  that  should 
attach  to  a  sensible  proceeding. 

He  reports  perfect  harmony  and-  prosperity  as  prevailing.  Proceedings  local. 
Finances  in  good  order.     Total  membership,  1,473. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  signed  **  Volunteers,"  and  is  a  good  one,  in 
which  the  doings  of  thirty-three  Templar  Bodies  receive  courteous  attention, — 
Mississippi  not  included,  owing,  possibly,  to  non-receipt  of  oui  pamphlet.  He  is 
quite  chary  of  blowing  his  own  trumpet  or  advancing  his  opinions. 

Under  Iowa  he  has  this  to  say  : 

A  very  large  part  of  the  address  is  devoted  to  the  ritual,  and  the  troubles 
with  the  Grand  Encampment.  As  this  subject  is  to  be  considered  at  the  next  Trien- 
nial, and  disposed  of  and  become  a  matter  of  history,  it  is  not  useful  to  take 
time  or  space  to  consider  it  here. 

A  very  able  and  exhaustive  report  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  appears 
upon  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master.  Their  reasoning  is  good, 
but  from  wrong  premises.  They  contend  against  the  position  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  approve  the  course  of  their  Grand  Commander. 

The  "premises"  as  well  as  the  reasoning  are  all  correct  and  sound. 
Chas.  Carroll  Danforth  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


NEW    YORK— 1889. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hornellsville,  Oc- 
tober  22d   and   23d.     Austin   C.  Wood,  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander ;  E.*.  Sir 
Robt.  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder. 
5 
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We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  every  Grand  Officer  was  in  his  place,  and  nearly 
all  the  subordinate  Commandtries  were  represented. 

The  proceedings  were  inaugurated  by  a  welcoming  speech  by  Sir  Frank  H. 
Robinson,  in  which  he  cites  the  Eifel  Tower  as  an  instance  of  the  advance  of  the 
science  of  civil  engineering,  comparing  that  flimsy  pile  to  the  Pyramids.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  2ifew  things,  and  they  are  very  few  modem  achievmenis 
surpass  those  of  the  ancients,  but  this  certainly  does  not  hold  good  when  we  con- 
sider the  composition  of  the  pyramids,  the  immense  blocks  of  stone  therein,  and 
the  immense  distances  which  these  stones  were  transported.  As  a  Tower  of  Babel 
the  Eiffel  is  a  success  ;  as  a  triumph  of  the  engineer's  skill  it  is  fair,  but  consid- 
ering the  latter  alone,  it  sinks  into  utter  insignificance  when  compared  with  works 
of  remote  antiquity. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  interesting  paper.  He  pays  eloquent 
and  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the  distinguished  dead, 
especially  Sir  John  W.  Simons,  who,  since  our  la»t  review  of  New  York,  has 
doffed  his  armor  and  entered  a  heavenly  rest.  The  best  we  can  do  in  the  way  of 
eulogy  is  to  heartily  concur  in  the  thousand  recitals  of  his  merits  and  virtues, 
and  in  the  grief  universal  at  his  death. 

Wood  cuts  of  deceased  (raters  appear  in  the  proceedings.  We  find  nothiog 
else  of  general  interest  in  the  address.  The  Order  is  healthy  and  in  good  con- 
dition everyway. 

A  very  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Recorder  Macoy  on  *'  Religious  Ser- 
vices," and  a  short  sketch  of  the  Festival  Days  observed  by  the  church.  We 
copy  that  portion  in  reference  to — 

MAUNDY-THURSDAY. 

This  Festival  is  intended  to  represent  the  last  supper  of  our  Lord  with  His  dis- 
ciples. It  occurs  on  the  day  before  Good  Friday.  Our  Scottish  Rite  brethren 
observe  it  as  a  regular  and  required  feast.  In  the  solemn  rites  of  our  Order  the 
scenes  of  Maundy-Thursday — the  last  supper  of  the  Master  with  His  disciples — 
are  brought  vividly  to  our  minds.  "Now  when  the  even  was  come.  He  sat 
<iown  with  the  twelve."  Then  followed  the  trial  ol  the  disciples — "Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  one  of  you  shall  betray  me."  What  a  charge  against  the  followers  of 
the  great  teacher !  -'Then  Judas,  which  betrayed  Him,  answered  and  said: 
Master,  is  it  I  ?  He  said  unto  him.  Thou  hast  said."  This  incident  and  the  oth- 
ers that  crowded  so  closely  one  upon  another  on  that  most  eventful  night,  are 
dear  to  every  soldier  of  the  cross. 

The  observance  of  Maundy-Thursday  is  traceable  to  the  fourth  century.  It 
was  celebrated  by  a  solemn  celebration  of  the  Eucharist,  which  on  this  day  was 
administered  '*in  the  evening  in  imitation  of  the  communion  of  the  Apostles 
at  our  Lord's  last  supper."  It  is  now  generally  observed  in  the  Roman  Church, 
and  the  Church  of  England. 

The  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi,  for  1889, 
among  them — are  ably  considered  in  a  report  on  Correspondence,  covering  one 
hundred  pages,  signed  by  Sirs  Jesse  B.  Anthony  and  Jno.  B.  Alliger.  They 
quote  extensively  from  Sir  Speed's  address  and  our  report ;  express  regret  at  the 
absence  of  New  York  therefrom,  which  was  no  fault  of  ours,  and  say  some  pleas- 
ant things  about  your  committee  for  all  of  which  we  are  obliged.  We  are  glad 
that  the  mantle  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Sir  John,  has  fallen  upon  such 
worthy  shoulders.     It  tries  one's  nerves  to  assume  the  place  ol  a  mind  like  his. 
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R  -.  E.-.  Sir  Foster  N.  Mabee,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  same  a 
before  ;  also  Correspondence  Committee. 


NEBRASKA  — 1890. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  was  held  in  Hastings,  Apiil  15th.  Present,  Sir  Her  ry 
Gibbons,  R.*.  E/.  Grand  Commander;  E.-.  Sir  Wm.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  Representatives  from  eighteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  short,  but  well-written  resume  of  the  Grand  Commander's  offi- 
cial acts  and  deliverances,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  His 
dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes.  He  decided  that  a  Red  Cross  Knight 
who  had  lost  a  toot  was  ineligible  to  receive  the  Templar  Degree,  which  decision 
was  not  approved. 

Proceedmgs  local.  Order  prosperous.  Finances  in  a  healthy  state.  Peace 
prevails.  Amen !  Total  membership,  1,268.  The  pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a 
fine  portrait  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Gibbons. 

We  find  no  report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  the  only  indication  we  see  that 
our  Fraters  of  Nebraska  are  behind  the  age. 

R.\  E.'.  Sir  Lewis  M.  Keene,  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Wm.  R.  Bowen, 
Grand  Recorder. 


NORTH     CAROLINA— 1890. 

ytfc  T&TTffr  ^nnarwarftefltf  nr  file  9t$ft  mk  ^ihtin'llr.  June  12th.  Present,  Sii 
Jno.  A.  Porter,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson,  Gmid  Recorder 
and  the  Representatives  of  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper,  short  and  to  the  point. 
In  his  opening,  he  says  : 

**This  has  been  an  eventful  year  in  Templar  Masonry,  and  to  us  in  North  Car- 
olina perhaps  the  most  prosperous •  one  *wc' have*  evier  enjoyed.-  Our  growth  in  the 
entire  jurisdiction,  with  perhaps  an  exception  in  one  Subordinate  Commandery,  has 
been  healthy,  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  now,  as  I  surrender  to  you  the  office 
which  I  have  received  as  a  gift  at  your  hands  for  two  successive  years,  to  report 
to  you  that  the  Order  is  in  better  condition  than  I  have  ever  known  it  to  be  in 
North  Carolina.  Our  hearts  should  be  filled  with  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  His  blessings  on  us  during  the  past  year,  and  for  this  re-union  under 
auspices  so  favorable  and  encouraging." 

All  this  is  peculiarly  pleasant. 

Under  "Necrology,"  he  copies  in  full,  :he  announcement  of  the  decease  of 
Past  Grand  Generalissimo  Nieman,  of  Ohio,  and  our  own  loved  and  venerable 
Bro.  Past  Grand  Commander  Pat  ton,  appropriately  notes  the  demise  of  others  who 
crossed  over  the  Jordon  of  Death,  and  who,  we  trust,  are  to-day  basking  in  the 
loving  smile  of  our  Great  High  Priest. 

He  issued  several  dispensations — but  one  being  for  the  display  of  uniformed 
piety.  This  is  refreshing.  We  hope  this  sort  of  thing  will  not  spread  in  this 
part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard,  as  a  very  little  of  it  goes  a  long  way.     If  the  devil 
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could  g^t  this  sort  of  devotioo  generally  adopted,  it  would  relieve  him  of  a  gr^t 
strain,  and  allow  him  a  chance  to  take  a  rest. 

Proceedings  local.     Finances  about  like  ours.     Total  membership,  231. 

Sir  Jas.  Southgate  is  the  author  of  an  admirable  Correspondence  report,  review- 
ing the  transactions  of  thirty-five  Grand  Bodies  in  an  exceedingly  entertaining 
manner.     Mississippi  for  1889,  included. 

Under  Connecticut,  we  find  the  following : 

'*We  like  the  spirit  of  this  report  and  especially  the  moral  tone  of  much  that 
is  said  in  a  religious  way,  but  we  cannot  agree  with  our  Frater  on  some  few  points 
which  we  have  not  time  to  specify  in  full.  We  copy,  under  Tennessee,  his  words 
descriptive  of  a  grand  ball,  and  while  he  is  rather  'non-committal'  as  to  his 
approval  of  '^ch'  displays,  we  are  very  decidedly  'agin*  it." 

From  which  we  infer  that  onr  brother  is  a  Methodist.  Following  the  clipping r 
he  remarks : 

"We  have  been  young  and  are  now  nearly  three-score,  but  'none  of  these  things 
have  ever  moved  us'  to  the  point  of  approbation  or  indulgence.  We  have  seen 
so  much  evil  and  no  good  resulting  therefrom  that,  as  a  Christian  Knight,  we 
would  see  them  banished  from  our  Assemblies,  and  if  there  are  those  who  wish  to 
engage  in  such  revelry  as  the  dance,  there  are  numerous  places  and  opportunities 
without  giving  offence  to  those  Fraters  who  oppose  such  and  yet  are  eompelled  to 
bear  the  onus  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  because,  forsooth,  it  seems  to  have  the 
sanction  of  and  be  engaged  in  by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

We  are  not  by  these  remarks  condemning  those  who  fancy  such  proceedings^ 
but  simply  making  the  point  that  where  these  displays  are  necessary  they  should 
not  be  brought  in  the  Templar  program,  but  as  an  outside  matter,  so  that  our 
Christian  Order  would  not  have  to  bear  the  reproach  of  engaging,  as  an  Order, 
in  such  worldly,  and,  what  the  Church  calls,  sinful  amusements." 

There  are  so  many  more  glaring  sins  than  the  one  in  question,  that  it  is  the 
tecdency  of  the  church  and  the  age  to  look  with  mQre  indulgence  upoq  it  than 
they  probably  should.  Whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  i^  a  com- 
mand and  rule  prohibiting  the  doing  of  anything  that  cannot  be  done  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  is  a  mighty  safe  one  for  Christians  to  follow. 

Under  Maine  we  find  : 

We  note  that  the  inevitable  banquet  abounded  wherever  the  Grand  Officers 
went,  and  while  these  give  temporary  enjoyment,  yet  we  cannot  see  where  the 
benefit  comes  in.  We  doubt  their  use  and  fear  they  produce  absolute  harm. 
We  roust«  however,  be  cautions  along  here  or  Sir  Knight  Berry  will  call  us  to- 
account  next  Christmas,  when  he  proposes  the  health  of  the  Grand  Master, 
which  we  style  the  6th  lib  ,  and  which  we  take,  using  cold  water.  It  is  to  this 
part  of  the  banquet  we  object,  because  we  think  it  encourages  intemperance 
among  the  brethren,  and  while  we  strive  to  inculcate  temperance  within  our 
sanctuaries,  we  should  not  by  example  belie  our  profession  at  the  banquet. 

All  of  which  we  heartily  endorse.  There  is  just  as  much  propriety,  consider- 
ing the  basis  upon  which  our  order  rests — i.  e.,  the  Christian  religion,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues — in  having  wine  and  strong  drink  at  a  church  as 
at  a  Templar  banquet,  and,  to  be  consistent,  we  must  kick  out  our  foundation  or 
discard  these  adjuncts  of  hell  and  helps  of  eternal  damnation.  We  rejoice  to 
know  that  in  the  army  of  **Mutuals"  there  is  one,  ^if  no  more,  who  has  the 
courage  of  his  convictions  sufficiently  to  induce  him  to  "  speak  out  in  meeting  '^ 
on  our  side  of  this  question. 
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Our  good  brother  has  some  pleasant  words  to  say  of  your  Committee,  which 
gratifies  us  much — mostly,  however,  by  his  endorsement  of  and  assistance  in  our 
crusade  against  <'  Uniformed  Religion  "  and  **  Armed  Piety." 

We  copy  this  as  showing  the  character  of  at  least  one  lawyer  in  the  Old  North 
State : 

Under  North  Carolina,  we  .copy  what  he  has  to  say  of  Sir  Blount's  report : 
"The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  maiden  effort  of  Sir  G.  W.  Blount. 
The  child  is  healthy,  but  small,  and   the  mother  claims  to  enjoy  the  travail  of 
maternity.    Bro.  Blount  talks  like  a  preacher  of  the  *  Everlasting  Gospel,'  and 
presume  his  title  to  *  Sir '  thould  be  preceded  by  *  Rev.'  " 

Sir  Blount  makes  a  marginal  note  in  reply,  he  having  reviewed  the  proceedings, 
in  which  he  says,  '<  No — ^a  busy  lawyer."  We  remark,  Sir  DeLap,  that  he  is  one 
of  those  lawyers  who  don't  let  his  law  get  away  with  his  religion.  He  keeps  up 
both. 

We  would  dwell  longer  on  this  excellent  report,  but  we  have  devoted  all  the 
space  we  can  spare,  and  must  hie  oh. 

We  are  delighted  to  know  it.  Feel  sure,  however,  that  Sir  Blount  is  doing,  by 
his  daily  walk  and  conversation,  some  mighty  good  preaching.  We  have  in  our 
mind  at  least  one  lawyer  besides  Bro.  Blount  who  does  not  forget  God  and  his 
duty  to  Him  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Another,  Sir  Knight  and  Judge 
B.  T.  Kimbrdugh,  of  this  State,  who  lives  daily  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  religion 
of  Christ.     Would  that  the  number  were  multiplied. 

We  would  like  to  stay  longer  with  Brother  S.,  but  cannot.  May  tht  benedic- 
tion of  the  Master  be  upon  him  always. 

Sir  William  W.  Alleh  isR.*.  B.-.  Grand  CothtAktidtr ;  Orfltid  Recorder  s&me  as 
before. 


NEW    JERSEY— 1890. 

The  Thirty-Second  Annual  was  held  at  Trenton,  May  13th.  There  were  pres- 
«nt  Sir  Albert  D.  Winfield,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recor- 
der, many  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  16  of 
the  17  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  simply  a  l)usiness  document  reciting  his 
official  acts  and  deliverances  during  the  year.  He  says,  like  many  others,  that 
his  assumption  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  was  attended  with  *'many  mis- 
givings as  to  my  ability,  etc.,"  all  of  which  is  the  veriest  bosh  and  raakesus  tired. 
If  I  had  any  doubt  as  to  my  capacity  to  run  the  machine,  t  should  decline  the 
office.  Any  man  that  has  *'sense  enough  to  pound  sand"  will  be  able,  in  this 
enlightened  age,  to  make  of  himself  a  first-class  Grand  Commander.  About  all 
.he  needs  is  the  capacity  to  write  out  a  permit  for  his  subordinates  to  'invade"  an 
adjoining  State;  exercise  themselves  a  little  in  uniform  piety  and  stullify  the 
Order  by  acting  as  an  alleged  *'escort"  to  some  Grand  Army  Post  on  Memorial 
Day!  He  issued  only  twenty-three  dispensations^  but  they  were  for  almost 
«very  conceivable  purpose^  except  parading  on  Memorial  Day  and  the  glorious 
Fourth.    The  '^Invasion  stupidity  still  lingers  in  that  "neck  of  the  woods." 

Nearly  all  the  staff  officers  made  written  reports. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  condition,  financially  and  otherwise. 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Grand  Recorder  Bechtel,  and  con- 
siders the  transactions  of  thirty-five  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  50  pages,  Missis- 
sippi not  included. 

Sir  Leonard  L.  Grear  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


OHIO— 1890. 


The  Forth-Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Toledo,  August  20th.  Pres- 
ent: Sir  Henry  Perkins,  R.*.  E.-.  G.-.  C.'.;  Sir  Jno.  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  the  Representatives  of  47  Subordinate  Commanderies,  also  a  long  list  of  Past 
Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  Grand  Representatives. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Perkins  is  a  document  the  volume  of  which 
is  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  multitude  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
It  covers  about  42  pages  and  is  an  excellent  paper.  He  pays  eloquent  and  appro- 
priate tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  mighty  dead  of  his  own  and  other 
jurisdictions. 

From  his  decisions  we  quote  the  following  : 

Questum — Is  it  proper  and  permissible  in  the  work  of  the  Templar  Order   to 

have  the   preliminary  questions  propounded  to  the  candidate printed 

and  bound  in  book  form,  or  should  they  be  written  and  on  a  single  or  separate 
sheet  of  paper  ? 

Answer — ^There  is  no  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  or  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Ohio  immediately  or  specifically  referring  to,  or  prohibiting  the 
printing  of  these  certain  questions,  but  there  is  enough  of  the  general  law,  I 
think,  to  make  it  an  offence  to  do  so,  according  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  in  1886,  relative  to  the  printing  of,  or  bartering  in  any  part 
of  the  esoteric  portion  of  the  ritual. 

In  which  we  do  not  concur,  although  the  Law  Committee  does.     If  it  is  law, 
the  law,  written  or  unwritten,  is  a  poor  one  and  ought  to  be  repealed.     We  use 
the  printed  questions,  bound,  and  why  that  is  not  as  safe  a  plan  as  the  other  wc 
cannot  conceive. 

There  are  a  great  many  things  in  this  paper  that  are  interesting  but  time  and 
space  both  forbid  further  clipping.  A  splendid  portrait  of  its  author  adorns  the 
first  page  of  the  pamphlet. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  reports  by  the  staff*,  as  inspectors,  from  which  we 
learn  that  all  is  prosperity  and  peace  in  this  great  jurisdiction. 

Total  membership  6,351,  a  net  gain  of  218.  Greetings  were  sent  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa,  unanimously  by  resolution  offered  by  the  present  Grand 
Commander  Sir  Wm.  B.  Melish.  We  presume  Bro.  Carson  retired  pending  the 
vote,  with  a  view  to  break  the  quorum.  He  hardly  endorsed  the  very  courteous 
and  fraternal  spirit  of  the  dispatch,  judging  by  his  savage  review  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  plucky  jurisdiction.  We  simply  do  him  the  honor  of  supposing  that 
he  is  not  one  likely  to  take  water  on  both  shoulders  at  once. 

That  astute,  urbane,  courtly,  polished,  learned,  gentle  and  magnanimous  Sir 
Knight  Enoch  T.  Carson,  once  more  copies  to  the  front  with  a  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, covering  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pages,  in  which  the  transactions 
ot  thirty-six  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are   handled  **with  charity  for  none    and 
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malice  towards  air*  who  presume  to  differ  with  him.  Mississippi,  for  1889,  get's 
**Hail  Columbia,"  in  five  pages.  He  is  frank  and  truthful  enougli  to  say  of  Grand 
Commander  Speed,  that  he  "delivered  a  most  interesting  address,  filled  withhiN- 
toric  matters."  He  quotes  Sir  Speed's  remarks  anent  the  Iowa  call  in  Grand  En- 
campment, and  says : 

vWe  beg  to  assure  our  good  brother  of  Mississippi  that  if  we  did  get  a  drubbing 
in  the  Grand  Encampment  we  were  not  aware  of  it.  • 

The  ritual  that  had  given  such  offense  to  some  was  not  our  ritual  at  all.  We 
did  not  feel  any  degree  of  responsibility  for  it  further  than  to  vindicate  ourselves 
from  having  acted  dishonorably  in  connection  with  its  presentation  and  adoption 
by  the  Grand  Encampment." 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  paternity  of  a  bastard  has  been  denied  by  the 
author  of  its  being.  Speaking  of  our  report,  he  says  :  **The  following  is  the 
overture  to  this  production.' '  He  characterizes  our  respects  to  Kansas  as  **an 
elegant  and  refined  passage."  With  a  view  to  securing  a  just  verdict  in  reference 
to  the  chamcter  of  our  very  temperate,  fraternal,  courteous  and  gentle  remarks 
when  compared  with  the  Chesterfieldian  response  of  our  valued  and  venerable 
friend.  Enoch,  we  copy  the  whole  thing : 

**He  has  the  following  beautiful  pastoral  on  ourselves : 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  of  a  local  charter.  The  report  on  Correspondence 
is  again  the  production  of  that  **giant  intelleck,"  Enoch  T.  Carson.  It  covers 
one  hundred  and  eighty  pages,  and  is  chuck  full  of  Carson  from  beginning  to 
end.  To  some  people,  notably  Carson,  the  fact  stated  above  enhances  the  value 
of  the  report  very  largely ;  while  to  others,  and  the  number  is  respectable,  both 
in  number  and  sense,  a  little  of  Carson  goes  a  long  way.  There  is  no  question  as 
to  the  ability  of  Enoch,  and  still  less  of  the  fact  that  he  knows  he's  smart  and 
directs  his  energies  toward  convincing  his  readers  that  he  knows  not  a  great  deal, 
but  all  there  is  to  be  known,  while  the  balance  of  us  aie  a  set  of  fools !  Doubt- 
less the  old  crank  enjoys  this  sort  of  thing,  and  as  nobody  cares  what  estimate  he 
places  upon  them,  or  says  about  them,  we  are  in  favor  of  letting  him  **rip."  We 
have  often  said  before,  and  repeat  it  now,  that  the  old  brother  gets  up  a  first  class 
report,  but  it  would  be  better  if  there  was  less  egotism  in  it  and  more  charity  for 
the  sensibilities  of  the  numbskulls  he  is  talking  to.  We  are  poor  and  weak,  na- 
merically  and  financially,  and  yet  we  propose  to  clip  the  entire  review  of  Missis- 
si  opi  for  1889  from  this  report  to  show  you  the  character  of  this  doughty  knight 
ot  the  quill. 

We  wish  to  say  in  advance  that  nothing  he  has  to  say  in  reference  to  this  com- 
mittee has  disturbed  our  equanimity  or  digestion  in  the  slightest  degree  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  we  would  have  enjoyed  the  whole  review  but  for  his  sneering  refer- 
ence to  the  weakness  of  our  Grand  Body,  and  the  evidently  low  estimate  he 
places  upon  the  personnel  of  the  Order  in  Missisippi .  In  this  connection  we 
desire  to  say  that  we  thank  the  good  Lord  that  there  is  no  Commandery  or  indi- 
vidual Knight  in  Mississippi  who  is  so  mean,  so  contemptible,  or  so  lost  to  every 
principle  of  humanity  as  to  wish  to  discipline  a  lunatic  for  non-payment  of  dues  ! 

While  we  are  not  numerous,  the  few  there  are  of  us  are  blest  with  souls, 

**  It  is  well  known  to  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  correspondence  reports  for 
the  past  fifteen  years  that  Sir  DeLap  has  been  a  common  scold  and  defamer  uf 
everybody  and  everything  that  did  not  suit  his  particular  taste.  During  all  these 
years  he  has  been  treated  with  a  great  deal  ot  charity  and  forbearance  by  the 
Correspondence  Committees,  and  he  has  been  allowed  to  go  comparatively  scot 
free  from  the  criticisms  he  so  richly  deserved  for  his  never-ending,  slashing, 
senseless,  abuse  and  defamation.  Now,  failing  in  argument  and  invective,  he 
has  got  down   to  calling  names,   become  a  common   blackguard,  and  there  we 
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leave  him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  Billingsgate  slang,  coarse  blackguardism 
and  vulgarity.     Vale,  DeLap." 

It  is  known  to  all  who  are  familiar  v^ith  the  correspondence  reports  for  tbe 
past  twenty  years  that  Sir  Carson  has  been  a  very  uncommon  angel  of  meekness 
and  gentleness,  and  has  shown  the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  for  every- 
body and  everything  that  ran  counter  to  his  particular  views  and  taste.  Daring 
all  these  years  he  has  been  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  unkindness  by  the  Corres- 
pondence Committees,  and  has  never  received  from  them  the  rich  mede  of  praise 
and  Commendation  to  which  his  ability  as  a  writer,  his  eminence  as  a  Templar, 
and  his  gentle,  Christian  forbearance  entitle  him  !  Now,  failing  in  securing  the 
recognition  his  distinguished  services  in  the  field  of  Ritualistic  Composition  so 
justly  deserves,  he  proceeds,  with  a  modesty  peculiar  to  the  climate  ot  Ohio,  to 
pose  as  the  embodiment  of  injured  innocence  and  the  essence  of  polite  language. 
Now,  whois  the  liar  ? 

Time  was  when  we  could  have  given  Enoch  a  Roland  for  his  Oliver,  but  that 
is  past.  We  are  told  that  he  is  an  old  man,  and,  while  we  are  not  young,  iv^e 
have  too  much  respect  for  gray  hairs  and  the  infirmities  of  age  to  say  aught  that 
that  could  wound  the  feelings  even  of  one  who  seems  to  feel  so  bitterly  towards, 
not  ourselves  alone,  but  so  many  others.  We  leave  the  reader  to  judge  as  to 
which  IS  the  greater  blackguard,  vulgarian,  etc.,  conscious  that  in  What  we  have 
written,  from  time  to  time,  there  has  been  no  element  of  malice  or  unkindness. 
We  should  be  glad  to  favor  you  with  his  entire  review  of  Iowa  as  a  specimen  of 
his  iratemal,  polite  and  courteous  literature,  but  Ohio  has  already  received  more 
than  her  share  of  space.     Vale,  Enoch. 

Sir  William  B.  Melish  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter 
continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1890. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  met  in  Lock  Haven,  May  fl/th.  Pres- 
ent— SirT.  C.  Hippie,  R.v  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer, 
Grand  Recorder ;  a  long  list  of  ornamental  frescoes,  yclept  Grand  Representa- 
tives and  delegates  from   fifty-seven  out  of  the  sixty-five  subbordinate  Comman- 

deries  in  the  State. 

The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  being  present,  was  received  with 
the  usual  honors  and  made  a  speech  in  response. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  interesting  paper.  Calling  to  mind  the 
flood  at  Johnstown,  in  which  he  was  a  sufferer.  His  anxiety  and  exposure  and 
work  incident  to  that  sad  event  came  near  ending  his  earthly  pi^rimage.  We  re- 
joice with  our  fratcrsof  Pennsylvania  and  the  R.*.  E.'.  on  the  improved  state  of 
his  health.  Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  the  Triehnial  Show  at  Washington, 
in  which  we  do  not  feel  special  interest. 

From  his  decisions,  and  as  a  matter  of.  interest,  we  quote  tke  following : 

First  Question  — "Is  it  correct  fdr  the  Commandery  to  use  white  balls  and 
black  cubes,  instead  of  white  balls  and  black  balls  for  balloting  ? 

I  replied  as  follows :  •*  I  do  not  knoW  of  any  Tetnplar  law  strictly  prohibiting 
the  use  of  black  cubes  by  Coihmanderies.     l^he  question   doed  appear  to  have 
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arisen  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  reason,  doubtless,  that  the  use  of  cubes  by  Com- 
manderies  for  balloting  was  not  known  or  suspected.  However,  their  use  by 
Blue  Lodges  in  Pennsylvania  was,  some  years  ago  (in  1868,  I  think),  positively 
prohibited  by  the  then  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  whose  action  has  ever 
since  been  acquiesced  in.  In  my  opinion  the  use  of  cubes  for  balloting  is  more 
than  undesirable,  and  is  calculated  to  cause  trouble  rather  than  accomplish  any 
good.  You  will,  therefore,  discontinue  absolutely  the  use  of  cubes  of  any  kind 
or  color  for  balloting  in  your  Commandery,  and  you  will  substitute  therefor,  and 
hereafter  use,  only  white  balls  and  black  balls  for  balloting  for  candidates.  This 
decision  is  not  to  be  nstreactive  In  its  effects,  nor  shall  it  any  way  affect  anything 
heretofore  done  or  determined  by  your  Commandery." 

Now  what  we  wish  to  know  is,  What  is  the  objection  to  the  use  of  cti^es  for 
rejection  and  baih  for  election  ?  Seems  to  us  that  they  supply  a  long-felt  want  to 
aged  and  near-lighted  people,  and  we  confess  our  utter  inability  to  imagine 
wherein  they  can  be  objectionable.     Will  Pennsylvania  please  tise  and  explain  ? 

We  also  clip  this  in  reference  to  the  persecuted  humbug  known  a^  the  '*  Cerneau 
Rite :" 

**A  person  who  was  a  member  of  the  so-called  "  Ceriieau  Rite*^  applied  to 
Commandery  No.  —  for  membership  and  afBliation.  I  was  asked  as  to  the  right 
of  the  Commandery  to  leceive  and  act  upon  his  application. 

I  replied  :  **The  edict  of  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  William  W.  Al- 
len, regarding  members  of  the  so-called  <*Cemeatt  Rite,"  was  approved  by  our 
Grand  Commandery,  at  the  Conclave  held  at  Easton  in  May  last.  That  edict 
was  unequivocal,  and  the  approval  thereof  by  the  Grand  Commandery  may  be 
considered  the  voice  of  our  Grand  Commandery  on  that  question." 

All  this  fuss  and  blowing  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  other  jutisdictions  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  concern  has  struck  us  as  very  stupid  !  What  has  the  orders  of  Knight- 
hood to  do  with  the  matter?  What  right  has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
to  ask  a  candidate  what  church  he  belongs  to  ?  and  yet  they  have  as  much  right 
to  dictate  what  church  as  they  have  to  say  what  other  organization  I  may  belong 
to,  always  excepting  clandestine  York  Lodges.  There  is  a  world  of  humbug- 
gery  about  this  alphabet  Scottish  Masonry  in  Which  there  are  so  many  degrees 
and  so  many  high-sounding  titles  that  it  takes  a  splendid  memory  to  retain  half 
of  them,  i.  e.,  i\it  names  and  tides,     'the  address,  as  a  whole,  is  a  good  one. 

Proceedings  local.     Finances  healthy.    Total  membership,  8,800. 

Sir  W.  ].  Kelly  submitted  a  short  but  good  Report  on  Correspondence^  in 
which  the  minutes  of  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive 
brief  but  courteous  attention — Ntississippi  for  '89  among  the  number.  Sir  Kelly 
is  sparing  of  comment  or  criticism,  the  scissors  and  paste-pot  being  the  prime 
factors  in  making  up  the  report.  This  is  not  the  best  way — we  think.  When- 
ever you  see  a  head,  hit  it,  is  a  better  He  quotes  freely  from  Sir  Speed's  ad- 
dress and  sufBciently  from  ourd.  Don't  forget  the  injunction.  Sir  Kelly,  to  let 
your  light  shine,  and  do  not  depend  for  illumination  on  the  tallow-dips  of  your 
neighbors,  while  yoir  tWo-thous2iAd  cafadle  power  electric  drc  light  is  hid  under 
a  half-bushel  of  modesty.  ^ 

The  death,  Which  occurred  Istst  night,  of  a  beloved  brother  and  /flehd  of 
many  yel^rs'  standing,  Fist  Grand  Master  k6bt.  C.  Patty,  iias  ib  saddened  us  tJiat 
it  is  hfird  wofk  to  fufti  our  mtiid  to  aiiy  othet  sabject.  The  thought  thstt  we  shal^ 
mCet  i^iltn  Wher«  th4  s^HrroWs  afkd  anguish  of  iHrth  ddn  neVet*  corner,  Where  the 
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parting  hand  is  never  taken,  and  the  tear  of  sorrow  never  falls,  is  the  only  conso- 
lation in  this  hour  of  sadness. 

Give  joy  or  grief,  give  ease  or  pain  ; 

Take  life  or  friends  away  ; 
But  let  me  find  them  all  again 

In  that  Eternal  day. 

Mississippi  had  no  son  mort  justly  entitled  to  her  unbounded  confidence,  or 
more  worthy  of  her  highest  honors  than  was  Bro.  Patty.  As  a  citizen,  as  a 
Mason,  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  term,  as  a 
friend,  faithful  and  true,  and  as  a  husband,  father,  son  and  brother,  he  was  *'  tfu 
first  amang  his  eqtuUs.^'*  Peace  to  his  ashes  and  benediction  upon  his  memory. 
May  the  grass  grow  greenly,  the  winds  [blow  gently,  the  flowers  bloom  sweetly 
and  the  sods  rest  lightly  over  the  last  resting  place  of  the  casket  that  once  con- 
t.ined  the  soul  of  Robt.  C.  Patty. 

Sir  John  J.  Wadsworth  is  R.*.  £.  *.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


SOUTH     DAKOTA— 1890. 

The  Seventh  Annnal  was  held  in  the  city  of  Sioux  Falls,  June  3d.  Present : 
R.'.  £.*.  Sir  Wm.  D.  Stites,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley^  Grand 
Recorder ;  two  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  representatives  from  each  of  the 
twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  strictly  business.  He  reports 
prosperity  and  peace  as  prevailing  ;  issued  no  buncombe  dispensations,  but  states, 
with  the  most  commendable  gravity,  that  he  had  authorized  one  of  his  subordi- 
nate Commanderies  to  ''pilgrimage  "  to  Detroit  Lake,  Minn.,  **  having  first  asAed 
permission  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Minnesota^  which  was  granted"  How 
utterly  childish  and  stupid  this  sort  of  nonsensical  nonsense  is,  anyway  ! 

A  portrait  of  the  Grand  Commander  occupies  the  first  page  in  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  local.  Total  membership  one  year  ago,  689.  No  report  on  cor- 
respondence.    Until  they  do  have  such  a  report  they  won't  amount  to  much. 

R.'.  £.*.  Sir  Jno.  F.  Schrader  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  contin- 
ued. 


TENNESSEF^i890. 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Paris,  May  13-14.  Sir  Wm.  C. 
Smith  R/.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  G.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Recorder.  Rep- 
resentatives of  thirteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  full  and  interesting  paper,  in  which  such 
subjects  as  had  his  ofiicial  attention  are  duly  considered.  He  pays  fitting  trtbute 
to  the  Magnanimous  Dead  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.     He  issued  no 
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buncombe  dispensations.  His  decisions  are  sound,  but  few  in  number.  On  the 
whole,  the  address  is  a  good  one. 

Proceedings  local. 

Financially,  Tennessee  is  a  good  deal  like  Mississippi — poor,  but  honest.  The 
pamphlet  is  adorned  with  an  excellent  picture  of  our  good  friend  and  very  (and 
justly)  distinguished  frater.  Past  Grand  Commander,  Geo.  C.  Connor,  who  as  a 
**  Mutual "  has  no  equal  and  but  few  superiors.  He  is  the  author  of  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  oi  most  of  the  Templar  family  re- 
ceive such  courteous  and  interesting  attention  as  only  he  can  give.  He  says 
Mississippi,  for  the  current  year  is  among  the  number,  but  this  can  hardly  be,  as 
our  pamphlet  is  not  yet  out  (August  27th). 

Bro.  Connor  cudgels  this  writer  most  shamefully  in  his  last  year's  report,  anent 
our  temperance  and  other  views,  but  he  does  it  all  so  pleasantly,  that  it  is  a  real 
pleasure  to  read  him.  There  are  many  things  hi  this  report  (1890)  that  we  would 
like  to  copy,  but  are  obliged  to  be  content  with  his  closing  remarks. 

VALE. 

The  last  page  is  at  last  reached,  and  our  heart  pours  forth  a  pean  of  gratitude 
for  the  life  and  the  health  that  have  been  given  us  to  complete  this  third  report. 
During  September  of  1889  we  began  to  despair  of  ever  again  clasping  the  hands 
of  our  beloved  fraters  in  Annual  Conclave.  We  were  nigh  unto  death,  wasting 
away  without  knowing  the  cause.  But  our  loving  Heavenly  Father  said,  Not 
yet,  his  WORK  is  not  done. 

Fraters  of  Tennessee,  I  have  discharged  the  trust  confided  to  me  with  pure 
motives  and  honesty  of  intention.  I  have  not  knowingly  misrepresented  or  mis- 
led.    I  hnve  done  my  bost ;  I  could  do  no  less  and  be  a  faithful  servant. 

Fraters  of  the  Guild,  do  not  misjudge  us;  how  can  you  when  you  profess  such 
affection  ?  That  we  have  erred  in  our  criticisms  and  advocacy  is  probable,  be- 
cause we  are  entirely  human.  That  we  erred  through  heedlessness,  willful  blind- 
ness, or  deliberate  intention,  yon  will  not  believe,  for  we  are  known  to  nearly  all 
'  of  you.  That  you  are  our  brethren,  near  and  dear,  honored  and  respected,  we 
hereby  put  on  record.  There  is  not  the  semblance  of  a  jar  in  our  affection  for 
any  frater  whose  name  we  have  called  in  the  preceding  pages.  May  God  forbid 
there  should  be. 

**  Then  let  us  pray  that  come  it  may 
As  come  it  will  for  a*  that ; 
That  sense  and  worth,  o*er  a'  the  earth. 
May  hear  the  gree  and  a'  that ; 
For  a'  that,  and  a*  that. 
Its  coming  yet  for  a'  that, 
'  That  man  to  man,  the  world  o*er,  , 

Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that." 

Sir  Nathan  S.  Woodward  is  R.*.  £.■.  Grand  Commander;  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Connor,  Recorder  and  Reporter. 


TEXAS— 1890. 


The  36th  Annual  convened  in  Dallas,  April  i6th.  Present — Sir  John  Martin, 
R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  R.  Brewster,  Grand  Recorder.  Eighteen  sub- 
ordinate Commanderies  were  represented. 
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The  address  is  a  short  resume  of  official  acts,  bat  contains  nothing  of  general 
interest.  His  visitations  were  quite  extensive  and,  we  trust,  will  result  in  good. 
He  issued  the  usual  number  of  special  dispensations,  some  of  them  for  the  dis* 
play  of  godliness  (?)  in  uniform.  Possibly  some  of  them  were  for  parades  on 
secular  days,  but  he  does  not  say  so ;  hence  we  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  dottbt. 

Proceedihgs  local;  $1,323.88  in  the  treasury.     Total  membership,  1252. 

No  report  on  Correspondence,  — why,  we  do  not  know.  We  note  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  for  that  purpose  for  the  current  year,  and  hope  he  will,  for 
the  haoor  of  a  State  that  contains  one-tenth  of  the  area  of  these  United  States, 
produce  one  commensurate,  in  excellence,  with  the  magnitude  of  the  Empire 
State  of  the  South. 

Sir  L.  M.  Knepfly  is  R.*.  £.'.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Sir  R.  M.  Elgin,  Reporter. 


VIRGINIA— 1889. 


The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Fredricksburg,  November  13th. 
Present — R.*.  E.*.  Jas.  L.  Beck,  Grand  Commander;  R.'.  E.-.  Wm.  B.  Isaacs, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  the  kepresentatives  of  thirteen  Subordinate  Commander- 
ies,  including  two  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  matters,  except 
a  little  breeze  that  resulted  from  certain  protests  of  members  of  subordinate  Com- 
manderies  against  the  levy  of  a  per  capita  tax  by  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
meet  thi  expenses  of  Virginia  Head-Quarters  at  the  Triennial.  The  matter 
finally  Reached  the  Grand  Master,  who  decided  the  objections  not  valid.  There 
can,  in  our  opinion,  be  no  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
tax  its  subordinates  for  any  purpose  by  it  deemed  necessary,  and  as  this  was  the 
question  at  isstie,  this  decision  was  borrect. 

Proceedings  local. 

No  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

R.\  E.'.  Sirl.S.  Tower,  Grand  Cotnmartder;  tJrand  Recorder  continued. 


VIROINiA— 1890. 

The  Sixiy-eighth  Annual  Assembly  convened  in  the  city  of  Roanoke,  October 
30th.  Present — R.*.  E.*.  Isaac  S.  Tower,  Grand  Commander;  W.  B.  Isaacs, 
Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  staff  and  representatives  from  fourteen  subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short  and  confined  to  local  matters. 
He  reports  a  steady  increase  in  the  membership  by  accessions  of  the  best  type  of 
American  citizenship.  This  is  the  right  sort  of  material  out  of  which  to  make 
Templars.  He  granted  no  bumcombe  dispensations.  Proper  mention  is  made 
of  the  magnanimous  dead  and  just  tribute  paid  tb  iheir  meinory  and  worth.  He 
decides  that  a  non-affiliate  (R.  A.  M.)  i^  not  in  *<  good  standing,"  and;  there- 
fore, is  not  eligible  to  receive  the  orders  of  Knighthood  ! !     It  is  alt  ri^fat  fof  Vn^ 
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giDia  to  require  affiliatioa  with  the  Liodge  and  Chapter,  if  she  ao  elepl^,  hot  to  say 
that  a  Qon* affiliate  is  not  in  good  standing  is  ruoning  the  thing  into  the  ground  1 
There  are  certain  rights  that  a  non-affiliate  is  denied,  but  until  he  is  under  charges 
for  iinmasonic  conduct  he  is,  like  an  affiliate  in  **  good  standing"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute. 

Proceedings  local.     Treasury  balance  $884.oa 

The  <*Mother  of  Statesmen,  etc.,''  is  a  little  ahead  of  the  Father  oi  Unique 
Constitutions,  in  the  matter  of  money.     Total  membership  1064. 

We  regret  to  find  no  report  on  Correspondence,  although  they  still  appoint  our 
venerable  brother  Isaacs  to  get  up  one.     What  is  the  matter,  Bro.  I  ? 

R.'.  E.'.  Daniel  J.  Turner  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Report- 
er as  beiore. 


VERMONT—1890. 

The  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Conclave  at  Burlington,  Tuesday,  June  10th.  R.'. 
E.*.  Sir  Will  F.  Lewis,  Grand  Commander ;  E.*.  Sir  Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Grand 
Recorder.  There  were  present  a  large  array  of  Past  Grand  Officers;  Past  E.*. 
C's,  Representatives  of  27  State  Grand  Cominanderies,  and  10  Subordinates. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  simple  resume  of  his  official  acts, 
among  them  several  buncombe  dispensations,  allowing  some  of  his  subordinates  to 
parade  as  escort  on  Memorial  Day.  We  wish  something  could  be  said  or  written 
on  and  against  this  stupid  noasense  that  would  reach,  with  convincing  force,  the 
benighted  minds  of  these  people.  A  display  of  good  clothes,  biled  shirts  and 
trusty  swords  are  but  poor  indices  of  respect  for  the  Nation's  dead.  A  looking 
after  apd  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  dear  ones  left  behind  would  be  much 
more  likely  to  receive  the  mede  of  praise  and  gratitude  from  the  silent  host, 
could  they  but  speak.  The  address  is  a  good  one  were  it  not  for  the  part  to 
which  we  have  referred.  However,  **  Ephraim  is  joined  to  his  idols,  let  him 
alone."     The  Order  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  financially  and  otherwise. 

Proceedings  local. 

An  old  friend,  Sir  F.  S.  Fisher,  is  again  at  the  fore  with  one  of  bis  excellent 
reports  on  Correspondence,  in  which  he  pays  his  respects  to  nearly  all  the  Tem* 
plar  world, — Mississippi  for  1889  coming  in  for  her  full  quota  of  courteous  no- 
tice. 

We  clip  as  follows  from  his  review  of  our  remarks  anent  the  '*  Colored  Grand 
Commandery  of  Ohio  " 

Now,  when  charged  with  wrong,  we  dislike  to  clear  ourselves  by  throwing 
that  charge  upon  another,  yet  must  say,  had  our  Frater  of  Mississippi  been  in 
health,  he  would  have  seen  that  the  above  digest  was  taken  from  the  statistics  so 
happily  furnished  by  Maine,  and  so  gladly  appropriated  by  the  other  mutuals. 
We  have  not  recognized  the  colored  Masons  of  Ohio,  for  we  have  not  affiliated 
with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  ;  we  are  not  that  kind,  neither  is  our  courteous 
Frater,  Berry,  of  Maine,  who  gave  the  information  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  at 
least  so  judges  one  not  overcome  by  the  demon  of  dyspepsia. 

We  beg  pardon  both  of  Sir  Fisher  and  Sir  Berry. 

Touching  our  comments  on  Memorial  Day  parades  and  religious  services  in 
Templar  uniform  our  good  brother  gives  us  a  hard  hit  in  the  following  : 
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We  give  this  further  review  under  Vermont,  and  do  not  attempt  to  say  a  word 
in  reply,  for  we  have  found  it  useless  to  reply  to  those  who  say  unto  their  God 
even  in  the  Asylum,  *<God,  I  thank  fhee  that  I  do  not  as  these  men  do." 

Now,  if  in  all  or  anything  we  have  written  or  said  on  these  ssbjects  there  is  an 
element  or  a  trace  of  Phariseeism  we  are  not  conscious  of  it,  and  if  there 
is  now  in  our  heart  one  thought  that  would  arrogate  to  onistli^tS'that  we  are  bet- 
ter than  our  neighbors  we  pray  the  good  God  to  take  it  all  away.  All  that  we 
ask  is  that  the  fundamental  principles-of  the  Order  may  not  be  disregarded,  and 
that  in  our  devotions  we  should  remember  that  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall 
be  exacted  to  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him  who  is  a  Spirit  and  who 
requires  his  worshippers  to  do  so  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  With  profound  sorrow 
for  the  event  that  inspired  it,  the  assurance  ot  our  sincere  sympathy,  and  com- 
mending our  brother  to  the  comforting  influeiKses  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  append 
his  closing : 

It  is  finished.  This  review  was  begun  in  joy  and  happiness,  was  continued  in 
bereavement  deep  and  bitter,  and  is  ended  in  sorrow.  Scarcely  had  we  entered 
on  our  Templar  year,  when  **fell  asleep  in  the  Lord"  our  oiily  child,  a  dear 
daughter,  who  in  the  bright  morning  of  her  life,  escaping  the  glare  of  noon 
and  the  shadow  of  night,  has  passed  on  to  the  temal  day.  Our  scribe  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  printer,  she  always  claimed  rank  in  the  Guild,  and  was  proud  of  the 
orders.  Our  Fratre  esteemed,  of  Maine  once  wrote  :  **Your  report  reads  as  if 
you  plived  always  in  the  sunshine  of  life."  A[ shadow  is  now  i|i  the  sunlight,  but 
beyond.  Light  perpetual. 

"  Give  joy  or  grief,  give  ease  or  pain. 
Take  life  or  friends  away, 
But  let  me  find  them  all  again 
In  that  Eternal  day." 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspondent  all  continued. 


WEST    VIRGINIA— 1890. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  was  h^A  m  the  city  of  Parkersburg  on  the  14th  of  May. 
Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  W.  G.  Bennett,  Grand  Commander;  E*.  Sir  R.  C.  Dun- 
nington,  Grand  Recorder,  and  representatives  from  nine  Subordinate  Coman- 
deries. 

Tfre  Grand  Commander  submitted  a  short  but  elegant  address,  confined  mostly 
to  the  Triennial  Show  at  Washington,  with  appropriate  tribute  to  the  magnani- 
mous dead. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership,  492.     No  report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  W.  M.  Hovey  is  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  R.  C.  Dunnington, 
Grand  Recorder. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  having  finished  the  duty  assigned  us,  we  submit  the 
work  for  your  inspection.     It  has  many  defects  and  but  little  to  commend  itself 
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to  your  favor,  but  the  passing  years  and  the  hand  of  affliction  operating  together 
tend  to  lessen  the  little  capacity  we  may  have  had,  when  we  were  younger  and 
blest  with  health,  for  this  sort  of  work.  However,  we  never  complain,  even  in 
thought,  of  the  dispensations  of  God's  providence  toward  us,  and  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  doing  so  now.  If  we  have  written  an  unkind  word  about  any 
one  in  this  report,  we  beg  to  recall  it .  Life  is  too  short  and  eternity  too  long  to 
excuse  any  real  harshness,  unkindly  feeling  or  quarrelling  among  the  brethren. 
We  find,  in  making  our  annual  trip  through  the  pamphlets,  that  the  Order  is 
generally  prospering  ;  that  peace  and  harmony  are  almost  universal.  In  fact,  we 
find  no  indications  of  bitterness  remaining  as  the  result  of  the  Iowa  troubles,  ex- 
cept between  that  State  and  Sir  Enoch  of  Ohio ;  and  We  are  inclined  to  think 
that  the  fault  for  this  lies  at  the  door  of  the  imperious  old  crusader  againt  every- 
thing and  everybody  that  does  not  agree  exactly  with  him.  As  he  is  getting 
along  in  years,  we  lovingly  suggest  that  hatred  in  the  heart  against  a  brother 
makes  a  h^d  pillow  to  a  bed  of  death,  and  it  is  apt  to  people  the  **  Valley  of 
the  Shadow  "  with  anything  but  comfort. 

Together  let  us  sweetly  live ;  '  v 

Together  let  us  die ; 
And  each  a  starry  crown  receive, 

And  reign  above  the  sky. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  all  the  Templar  family  throughout 
the  world,  I  remain 

Courteously, 
January  lo,  1891.  E.  G.  DeLAP. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Edmund  R.  Ha^tihgs^ » .  Montgenery. 

Arkansas \ Jas.  A.  Henry , h\t%ki  Rock. 

California Tuos.  \l.  ^aswell Sao  Francisco. 

Canada,  Grea.t  Priory Daniel  Spry.. .Barfi^  Qptario. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  PARMEi.SE , . . . .  i:)«iLV«r. 

Connecticut Jos.  K.  Wheeler. Hartford. 

England  and  Wales Vf,  Tinkler Lon^oq,  22  C,  I^. 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Sfivannab. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Qarna^d... Chicago- 
Indiana Wm.  H.  Smythk Indianapolis. 

Iowa Alf.  Wingate D«6  Hoiae^. 

Ireland John.  A  Baker , Doblin. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown Ki^n^as  City. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninger Covipgton. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

Maryland John  H.  Miller Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island. . .  Seranus  Bowen Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota Thos.  Montgomery St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.  Louis. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey  Chas.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York Robt.  Macoy New  York. 

North  Dakota Wm.  P.  Perkins Bismarck. 

North  Carolina Horace  H.  Munson W^ilmington. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell Dayton. 

Oregon Frelon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meyer Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Lindsey  Mackersey Edinburg. 

South  Dakota Bruce  M.  Rowley Huron. 

Tennessee Geo.  C.  Connor Chattanooga. 

Texas Robt.  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds Burlington. 

Victoria,  Great  Priory T.  O.  Neuman Melbourne,  Aus. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

Washington Horace  W.  Tyler Spokane  Falls. 

Wyoming Adrian  J.  Parshall Cheyenne. 

West  Virginia R.  C.  Dunnnington Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment — Sir  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Grand  Master,  Pennsylvania ;  Wil- 
liam B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Con- 
clave, at  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1892. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  TO  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Gand  Contmandery,  Representairves — Postoffice.  Date  of  Commission. 

Alabama James  M.  McKee,  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Arkansas Rev.  W.  P.  Brown,  Meridian January  15,  1890. 

California 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  M.  D.,  Vicksburg.  January  24,  189D. 

Connecticut 

Dakote 

Georgia 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Paxton,  p.g.c.  Vicksburg... January  22,   1890. 

Indiana 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c.  Vicksburg.  December  31,  1889. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c.  Natchez.  January  15,  1890. 

Kentucky ....Jno.  H.  Gordon,  p.g.c.  Port  Gibson.January  i,  1890. 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland Frank  Burkitt,  Okolona February  10,  1890. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.g.c.  Columbus... January  15,  1890* 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c.  Winona.  January  15,   1890. 

Missouri J.  L.  Power,  Jackson February  4,  1890. 

Montana R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen ..March  10,  1890. 

Nebraska Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Natchez January  6,  1890. 

New  Jersey N.  S.  Walker,  p.g.c.  Port  Gibson...  January  6,  1890. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez....March  14,  1890. 

Tennessee Wm.  Starling,  Greenville January  21,  1890. 

•    Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez January  24,  1891. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c.  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Washington King  Dorwart,  Greenville , ...January  24,   1890. 

Wisconsin • 

Wyoming R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen January  24,   1890. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand  Commandery,  RepreseniaHves — PostoffUe,  Date  of  Cotnmissum, 

Alabama Wm,  G.  Little,  Mobile January  i8,  1890 

Arkansas Geo.  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City January  18,   1890. 

California «..  .Thos.  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco .  December  23,  1890 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville . .  January   2,   1890 

Connecticut Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden July  10,   1891. 

Georgia 

Illinois J  AS.  C.  H  awley,  Dixon December  23,  1890 

Indiana Jno.  W.  Cruft,  Terre  Haute November  28,  1889 

Iowa James  Morton December  18,  1889 

Kansas* John  M.  Price,  Atchison January  18,  1890 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine J.  H.  Drummond,  Portland December  23,    1889 

Maryland George  Cook,  Baltimore April  9,  1891 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island 

Minnesota Calvin  L.  Spaulding,  Brainard..  .January  18,   1890 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis.... February    5,   1890 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City 

Nebraska Sam'l  W.  Hays,    Norfolk January  24,  1890 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey Thomas  Godson December   23,  1889 

New  York Horace  E.  Allen,  Binghampton .  January  18,  1890 

North  Dakota 'J^mes  A.  Jenks,  Grand  Forks June  8,   1891 

North  Carolina. J.  W.  Hunter,  Winston December  ao,  1889 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania J  as.  H.  Codding,  Towanda July  10,   1891 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton July  10,   1891 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell,  Nashville..  .January  21,   1890 

Texas Heny  M.  Holmes,  Austin May  i,   1891 

Vermont Geo.  W.  Squire,  Swanton January  18,    1890 

Virginia 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  I'acoma. . . May  24,    1889 

Wisconsin 

West  Virginia Thos.  M.  Darrah,  Wheeling..  ..Februry  6,    1890 

Wyoming Sam»l  J.  Dickey,   Evanston January  18,    1890. 


GRAND   COMMANDERS, 

From  Organization,  1857  to  i8gi. 


Wm.  H.  StEVENS 1857  to  1858— Died,  October  13,  1866. 

Geo,  p.  Crump 1858  to  1859— Died,  i860. 

Giles  M.  Hillyer 1859  to  i860— Died,  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  W.  Walter i860  to  1861— Died,  September  19,  1878. 

Benj.  S.  Tappan 1861  to  1866 — Died,  March  i,   1866. 

Edward  Lea 1866  to  1867 — Died,  1867. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to  1868 — Died,  December  29,  1878. 

Feeet  C.  Mercer 1868  to  1869 — Died,  January  26,  1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to  1870 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to  1871— Died,  October  14,  1872. 

Wm.  S.  Patton 1871  to  1872— Died,  July  5,1889. 

E.  Geo  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to  1873 

E.  T.  Henry 1873  to  1874— Died,  April  10,  1881. 

P.  M.  Savery,  Tupelo 1874  to  1875 

Gid  W.  Cox,  Columbus 1875  to  1876 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to  1877 

Wm.  a.  Fairchild   1877  to  1878 — Died,  September  20,  1878. 

Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg 1878  to  1879 

Chas.  M.  Erwin 1879  to  1880 

Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez 1880  to  1881 

Wm.  French 1881  to  1882— Died,  April  28,  1884. 

JAS.  T.  Meade 1882  to  1883 

H.  M.  Romberger,  Winona 1883  to  1884 

W.  P.  Towler,  Jackson,  Tenn 1884  to  1885 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson  1885  to  1886 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  M.  D.,  Columbus... 1 886  to  1887 

N.  S.  Walker,  Port  Gibson 1887  to  1888 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to  1890 

Jas.  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 1890  to  1891 

J.  E.  Leigh,  Columbus 1891  to  1892 
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— return  of 31 

Savery,  p.  M. — commissioned  Grand  Representative 7 

— received  as  Grand  Representative 13 

— reports  by,  on  Templar  I^aw 1 1— 12 

— re-appointed  on  Committee 16 

Speed,  Frederic — reports  by  on  Templar  Law 1 1-12 

— welcomes  Grand  Representatives 13 

— re-appointed  on  Templar  Law  Committee 16 

Starling,  William — received  as  Grand  Representative 13 
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St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 — return  of 31 
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Sir  J.   K.   LEIGH    CoLUMKra    Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.   a.   BODENHAMER..Ok(>L()NA Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sirs.   W.  FERGUSON Greknvili.e Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  J.   C.   FRENCH    Natchez    Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  WM.  CROSS Grek.nvillf. Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  JAS.   H.  GUNNING.  ..  .   Vickskurg   Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  frank  BURKITT Okolona Grand  Junior  Warden 

Sir  G.  J.  BAH  IN    Naichk/'.    Grand  Treasurer, 

Sir  J.   L.  POWER    Ja<:kson    Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  KING    DORWART Greknville Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  R.   McINTOSH    Meridian Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  T.  a.  TEASDALE Columbus Grand  Warder. 

Sir  C.  W.  BOLTON .  Pontotoc   Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


STANDING    COMMITTEES. 


FRATtJiNAL  CoKRESi'ON'DE.N'CE — E.  Geo    DeLap,   Natche?. 


|:      Templar    L.-wv — Frederic  vSpeed,  Vicksburg  ;    \Vm.    G.    Paxton,  Vickshurg  ; 
il  P.  M.  Savcry,  Tupelo 
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THE  THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  GRAND  CONCLAVE 

will  be  held  in  llic  City  of    V'ick>l)iir{;,  on  the  si'cnnd  Tuii^day 
in  Fchruary,  1S92,  comriieiicin(,'  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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THIRTY  SECOND  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


-OF  THE- 


GRAND  GOMMANDERY 


KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 
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State  of  Mississippi, 


-HELD  AT- 


VICKSBURG,    FEBRUARY    0,    1802 
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JACKSON,  MISS.; 

THE  CLARION   STEAM    PRINTING   ESTABLISHMENT. 

1892. 


The  ThlptyxThlivd  Annual  Grand  Conelave 

will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Natchez,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  February,  1893,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


Gl^AHD    CO]V[]«[AHDEt^V. 


THlHTV'^SECO]4D     A]4]4tiAIi     COHCIkAVB. 


HE  Grand  Commandxry  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi  assembled 
in  its  Thirty-Second  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery,  No.  2,  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  on  Tuesday,  February  9,  1S92, 
at  10  o'clock  A,M. 

PRESENT. 

..■■HMMaMMHM^^M^vMMiBa ■ Gfaud  Commandcr. 

R.'.  E.  *.  Sir  W.  A.  Bodrnhamer Deputy  Grand  Commander, 

acting  Grand  Commander, 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson Grand  Generalissimo. 

R.\  E. *.  Sir  J.  C.  French Grand  CapUin-General» 

Rev.  Sir  F.  A.  DeRossett. as  Grand  Prelate. 

R.  *.  E.*.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Gunning Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.-.  Sir  S«  B.  Brown as  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.*.  E.-.  Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin Grand  Treasurer. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  King  Dorwart Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

R.*.  E.-.  Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.g.c as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.'.  Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan as  Grand  Warder. 

E.  *.  Sir  John  Schlottman as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

The  following  Grand  Officen  being  absent : 

R.\  E.'.  Sir  Frank  Burkitt Grand  Junior  Warden. 

R.*.  E.-.  Sir  J.  R.  McIntosh Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

R .-.  E.  •.  Sir  T,  A.  Teasdale. Grand  Warder. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  C.  W,  Bolton Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Also  present : 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap. Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  p.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton Post  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  B.  a.  Vaughan « Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed Past  Grand  Commander. 

Also  a  good  number  of  visitors  from  Magnolia  and  other  Commanderies. 


4  PROCEEDINGS    OF  THE  [1892 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  been  duly  opened,  the  R/.  E/.  Deputy  and 
Acting  Grand  Commander  proceeded  to  read  his  Address,  as  follows : 

ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  COMKAHDER. 

Sir  Knights — By  the  beneficence  of  a  kind,  overruling,  but  all  wise  Provi- 
dence, we  are  again  permitted  to  assemble  in  Grand  Conclave  to  examine  and 
adjust  the  work  of  the  last  Templar  year,  and  to  counsel  together  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  Christian  Order  during  the  next,  which,  after  having  invoked  the 
Master's  blessing,  guidance  and  approval,  should  be  done  with  an  eye  single  to 
His  kingdom  and  the  advancement  of  His  cause  on  earth,  that  good  may  re- 
dound to  His  children  wherever  dispersed. 

At  this,  the  Thirty-second  Conclave,  we  may  felicitate  ourselves  upon  the 
pleasure  of  greeting  and  welcoming  each  other  in  the  beautiful  and  renowned 
**  Hill  City  " — the  metropolis  of  Mississippi — whose  brave  men  and  fair  women 
have,  by  their  constancy,  devotion  and  heroism,  stamped^her  name  and  fame  in- 
dellibly  in  the  history  of  America,  the  fairest  land  on  God's  earth,  where  the 
stars  and  stripes  will  forever  wave  on  freedom's  breeze  and  over  the  happy 
homes  of  a  homogenous,  brave  and  contented  people.  Vicksburg  has  ever  been 
the  abiding  place  of  great  Masons,  whose  profound  learning  and  zeal  have  been 
invaluable  to  the  Fraternity,  and  she  now  nurtures,  on  her  snow-white  bosom, 
lights  that  will  not  dim  by  comparison  with  the  lustre  of  any  other  Jurisdiction. 

Our  draped  banner  admonishes  us  that  the  '*  Grim  Reaper"  has  been  abroad 
in  the  land,  that  he  has  assaulted  our  lines,  and  that  some  beloved  frater  has  fal- 
len from  our  serried  ranks.  It  was  our  Grand  Commander  who  doffed  his  armor 
and  passed  over  to  the  dark  unknown  shore. 

It  was  with  unfeigned  sorrow  that  I  took  up  his  sword.  One  year  ago  R/. 
£.*.  Sir  Leigh  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi,  and  though  in  bad  health  and  not  hopeful  of  long  service,  yet  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  his  condition  was  so  much  improved  that  I  was  inspired 
with  the  hope  that  he  would  be  spared  to  us  yet  awhile,  and  be  able  to  complete 
his  term  by  presiding  at  this  Grand  Conclave.  Alas !  **  man  proposes,  but  God 
disposes." 

On  the  13th  day  of  November  last,  I  received  from  R,*.  E.*.  Sir  J.  L.  Power, 
Grand  Recorder,  the  official  announcement  of  his  death,  when  I  immediately 
issued  the  announcement  following : 


Office  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander  Grand  Commandery  ^ 

Knights  Templar,  Stats  op  Mississippi.         V 
Okolona,  Miss.,  November  13,  1891.     j 

To  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi: 

**  Life  is  but  a  day  at  most, 
Sprung  from  night,  in  darkness  lost." 

This  may  be  true  with  some — not  so  with  those  whose  life,  whether  of  many 
or  few  years,  \%  as  filled  with  manly  toil,  honest  effort,  and  noble  impulses.  Such 
are  immortal.  If  it  were  otherwise,  the  loftiest  ambition  would  be  futile  and 
despised. 

It  is  with  sadness  and  deep  sorrow  that  I  announce  the  death  of 
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R.-.    E.'.    SIR    JOSEPH    E.    LEIGH, 

Grand  Commander  of  Knight  Templar 

in  this  Jurisdiction,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Columbus,  on  the  7th  inst., 
at  11:30  o'clock  p.  m.  A  weary  pilgrim  has  fallen  by  the  way.  A  pilgrim  war* 
rior  is  at  rest,  and  his  earthly  sword  sheathed  forever.  A  pilgrim  penitent  has 
periormed  his  "his  full  term  of  penance,"  for  corruption  has  put  on  incorrup- 
tioQ«  and  mortality  immortality.  A  burning  taper  is  extinguished,  but  has  been 
relighted  on  the  other  shore,  where  it  will  forever  burn  with  renewed  "brilliancy 
and  splendor." 

'  Sir  Leigh  was,  I  believe,  a  native  of  Mississippi,  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
"learned  above  his  fellows,"  and  had  attained  eminence  therein.  With  him 
nature  was  munificent  in  her  gifts.  He  served  several  terms  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  credit  to  himself  and  great  advantage  to  his  constituency. 
As  a  Mason,  he  was  renowned  for  his  fervency  and  zeal.  For  a  number  of  years, 
and  until  elected  Grand  Commander,  he  was  at  the  head  of  De  Molay  Com- 
mandery,  ■  and  under  his  command  it  grew  and  flourished.  His  entire  Masonic 
record  is  that  of  "duty  well  performed." 

"  Leave  him  to  God's  watching  eye  ; 
Trust  him  to  the  hand  that  made  him ; 
Mortal  love  weeps  idly  by — 
God  alone  has  power  to  aid  bins" 

In  assuming  command  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  I  do  it  with  a  full  sense  of 
the  gravity  and  responsibility  of  the  office,  and  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties thereof  faithfully  and  with  the  best  intelligence  I  can  command,  bespeaking 
in  advance  the  kindly  consideration  of  the  fraters  of  this  jurisdiction,  assuring 
them  that  whatever  errors  I  may  commit  "  shall  be  of  the  head — not  of  the 
heart." 

The  banner  of  the  Grand  Commandery  will  be  draped  in  mourning.  Emi- 
nent  Commanders  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  their  banners  and 
asylums  are  properly  draped,  to  remain  so  until  the  next  Grand  Conclave ;  that 
suitable  tributes  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  dead,  and  that  this 
order  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  lines. 

W.  A.  BoDENHAMER,  Acting  Grand  Commander. 


The  angel  of  death  has  not  been  idle  among  our  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
Ivanhoe  mourns  her  loved  and  lost.  Two  of  her  members.  Sirs  R.  V.  Manston 
and  R.  M.  Young,  the  one  on  July  nth,  and  the  other  on  September  3d,  1891, 
beloved  fraters  and  courteous  Knights  in  whom  there  was  no  guile,  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus.  I  fear  that  others  of  our  sister  Commanderies  have  also  loved  ones  to 
mourn,  but  of  this  I  have  no  information,  the  reasons  for  which  will  be  manifested 
further  on  in  this  report. 

IN  OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 

"The  Axman  of  life,  at  the  Master's  decree. 
Stepped  from  the  clearing  and  girdled  a  tree  ; 
An  aged  oak  that  stood  in  sympathy  o'er 
The  ashes  of  trees  that  had  been  girdled  before." 

Em.  Sir  Albert  Pike  went  "  to  join  with  those  who  have  gone  before"  on  the 
2d  day  of  April,  1 891.  He  was  a  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  the  first  Com- 
mandery   organized  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  Grand  Commander  of  the 
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Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Degrees.  He  was  distinguished  in  all 
the  walks  of  life.  His  long  and  great  Masonic  career  has  given  his  name  and 
fame  permanently  into  Masonic  keeping.     Rest  in  peace. 

Distinguished  and  beloved  fraters  all  over  this  land  have  yielded  to  the  dread 
conquerer,  sheathed  their  swords  and  laid  themselves  down  to  eternal  resL  It 
would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  suitably  mention  each  name,  so  far  as 
known,  but  my  physical  condition  and  want  of  time  prevent. 

Many  of  them — «  valiant  and  magnanimous  Templars  whose  well-earned  fame 
have  spread  far  and  wide  for  deeds  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence" — in  life, 
with  true  self-abnegation,  without  ambition,  yet  with  knightly  hand,  have  en- 
graved their  names  high  on  glory's  steel-clad  crest.  Their  *'  acts  of  charity  and 
deeds  of  mercy  "  have  erected  to  them  monuments  grander  than  marble  and 
more  enduring  than  brass.  They  will  live  In  memory  as  long  as  Freemasonry 
survives.  It  will  never  die.  Let  us  then  emulate  their  example,  by  living  with 
*'  humility  and  faith  "  in  the  light  of  that  Christian  hope  and  creed  which  this 
valiant  and  magnanimous  Order  professes  and  inculcates,  doing  our  whole  duty 
both  to  God  and  man,  so  that  when  **  life's  fitful  fever  is  over  "  we  may  deserve 
the  kindly  remembrance  and  commendation  of  our  fellow  man,  and  on  that 
great  day,  when  the  quick  and  the  dead  are  to  be  judged,  we  may  receive  from 
Immanuel,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  welcome  plaudit,  **Well  done  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord." 

OFFICIAL  ACTS  OF  THB  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

On  January  the  6th  last,  I  wrote  to  Past  Grand  Commander  B«  A.  Vaughan 
for  a  short  biography  of  Sir  Leigh,  and  his  official  acts  in  such  form  as  his  judg- 
ment might  determine.  On  the  24th  of  same  month  I  received  his  courteous 
reply  informing  me  that  he  had  forwarded  by  express  everything  pertaining  to 
Sir  Leigh's  administration  that  could  be  found  in  his  office. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Grand  Conclave  a  number  of  Sir 
Knights,  residing  at  Aberdeen,  and  members  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10, 
petitioned  the  Grand  Commander  for  a  dispensation  to  form  and  open  a  Com- 
mandery at  Aberdeen,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  Aberdeen  Commandery. 
On  or  about  the  last  of  March,  or  xst  of  April  following,  after  taking  all  due  pre- 
caution that  the  law  was  fully  complied  with,  he  granted  the  dispensation  and 
said  Commandery  was  instituted.  The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
and  working  with  this  Commandery  on  several  occasions.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  state  that  it  possesses  a  capable,  active  and  enthusiastic  membership.  Some 
of  the  members — I  am  unable  to  give  the  number — have  provided  themselves  with 
handsome  uniforms.  Their  Asylum  outfit  is  one  of  the  neatest  in  the  State. 
Ivanhoe's  first  born,  of  whom  she  is  justly  proud,  bids  fair  at  an  early  day  to 
become  one  of  the  foremost  Commanderies  in  the  State.  I  cheerfully  recom* 
mend  that  a  charter  be  granted  at  this  Conclave. 

SPECIAL   DISPENSATIONS. 

Dispensations  were  asked  for  as  follows  : 

March  25th,  1891 — By  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  stationed  at  Natchez,  for 
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permifisioB  to  elect  and  install  PreUte,  Warden,  etc.,  in  the  place  of  Sir  Knights 
who  had  been  elected  at  the  regular  election,  but  failed  to  present  themselves  for 
installation. 

May  I2th,  1891 — By  Em.  Sir  T.  G.  Birchett,  Eminent  Commander  of  Mag. 
nolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  stationed  at  Vicksburg,  for  permission  to  hold  a  reg- 
ular conclave  to  act  upon  the  applications  of  several  Companions  (named)  and 
such  other*  as  might  be  presented,  divers  reasons  being  assigned  therefor. 

June  2d,  1891 — A  similar  application  was  made  by  the  same  Em.  Sir. 

June  8,  1891 — By  Em.  Sir  F.  P.  Jinkins,  of  Aberdeen  Commandery  U.  D., 
stationed  at  Aberdeen,  for  permission  to  elect  and  confer  the  orders  upon  two 
Companions,  out  of  the  regular  order. 

What  disposition  was  made  of  the  foregoing  applications,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
as  there  is  nothing  among  the  papers  at  my  command  to  disclose  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Commander,  but  from  his  careful  and  painstaking  methods  I  doubt 
not  his  action  was  in  accordance  with  propriety  and  the  law  in  each  case.  Sir 
Leigh,  as  appears  from  his  files,  had  some  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Juris- 
dictions of  Maryland  and  Texas,  the  nature  of  which  I  am  unable  to  glean. 

It  seems  that  during  the  month  of  March  last  the  Grand  Commander  made 
application  to  the  Grand  Comminder  of  Alabama  for  a  dispensation  authorizing 
De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8,  to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  on  a  Com- 
panion (J.  M.  Easton)  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Columbus,  Miss., 
but  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  and  residing,  as  claimed  by  the  Grand  Commander  of 
Alabama,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  lo,  stationed  at 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  which  was  denied  unless  said  Cyrene  Commandery  would  con* 
s^nt.  It  seems  that  later  in  the  correspondence  Sir  Leigh  assumed  that  inasmuch 
as  the  Companion's  Chapter  membership  was  in  Columbus  and  his  residence, 
though  in  Alabama,  was  nearer  to  Columbus  than  Birmingham,  no  dispensation 
was  necessary,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  De  Molay  was  complete  without  it, 
which  position  was  controverted  by  the  Grand  Commander  of  Alabama. 
Here  the  correspondence  appears  to  have  closed.  Whether  Sir  Leigh  acquiesced 
in  the  final  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Alabama  is  not  apparent. 

On  or  about  the  5th  or  6th  of  June  last  the  Grand  Commander  signed  and  for- 
warded the  charter  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  stationed  at  Meridian,  thereby 
fulfilling  the  action  of  this  Grand  Body  at  its  last  Grand  Conclave. 

This  closes  the  official  acts  o(  Sir  Leigh  so  far  as  I  can  learn  by  the  closest  ex« 
amination  of  his  office  possible  for  me  to  give.  His  long  suffering  doubtless  ren- 
dered it  exceedingly  irksome  and  difficult  even  to  approximate  order  or  give 
thoughtful  attention  to  the  details  of  his  various  duties. 

My  official  acts  have  been  few. 

DECISIONS. 

I  have  decided  that  an  honorary  member  of  a  Commandery,  unless  an  active 
member  thereof,  ib  ineligible  to  vote  or  hold  office  therein,  honorary  membership 
being  a  compliment  only. 

X  have  decided  that  a  Commandery  cannot  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 
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upon  any  Companion  without  the  fees  therefor  are  paid  in  advance  ;  that  should  a 
Commandery,  for  want  of  information  or  too  great  ardor  for  increase  of  membership, 
violate  this  provision,  the  recipient  is  not  excused  or  exempted  from  the  penalty 
of  unmasonic  and  unknightly  conduct,  should  he  fail,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  pay 
such  fees,  because  of  the  want  for  authority  in  the  Commandery.  Such  occupy 
the  position  of  the  one  who  under  the  statute  of  the  State,  obtains  goods  under 
false  pretenses. 

This  decision  was  rendered  to  Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan,  Eminent  Commander  of 
Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9.  It  is  proper  to  note,  however,  that  the  action  had 
in  conferring  the  orders  without  payment  of  fees  was  in  1S90,  while  the  Com- 
mandery was  working  U.  D.,  and  before  Sir  Buchanan  became  Eminent  Com- 
mander— in  fact  it  was  at  the  time  he  himself  received  the  orders.  I  wrete  him 
that  I  regretted  to  find  his  Commandery  in  such  an  attitude,  as  it  might  subject  it 
to  discipline  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  Having  written  him  fully  I  am  satis- 
fied that  it  will  not  again  occur  in  this  Commandery,  and  I  recommended  that  no 
action  be  had  in  relation  thereto. 

I  have  decided  that  a  dimit  can  only  be  granted  at  a  Stated  Conclave  and  in 
open  Commandery  upon  the  written  application  of  a  Sir  Knight ;  that  the  mistake 
of  a  Recorder  cannot  sever  the  membership  of  a  Sir  Knight  from  his  Comman- 
dery ;  and  that  in  case  of  an  entry  on  the  minutes  granting  a  dimit,  the  positive 
recollection  and  Knightly  word  of  the  Sir  Knight  is  of  more  value  than  such 
entry  unsupported  by  the  Recorder  or  other  proof. 

On  January  the  6th,  last,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  I  issued  the  fol- 
lowing circular  letter  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Grand  Recorder  for  printing  : 


Headquarters  Grand  Cokmandxry, 
Knights  Templar,  State  of 
Office  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Okolona,  Miss. 


inylANDXRY,  1 

Mississippi,     y 
5.,  Jan.  6,  1892.  j 


Eminent  Sir:  My  succession  to  command  being  too  late  to  admit  of  a  personal 
inspection  of  your  Commandery,  and  deeming  it  inexpedient,  at  this,  the  'business 
season  of  the  year,  to  attempt  the  usual  inspection  by  division,  among  the  Grand 
Officers,  and  believing  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Grand  Commandery 
should  be  fully  advised  as  to  the  condition  of  Knighthood  in  this  jurisdiction,  I 
do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you  Inspector  of  your  own  Commandery;  and  I 
earnestly  and  courteously  request  you  to  make  a  special  report,  at  as  early  a  date 
as  possible — not  to  be  later  than  February  ist,  next — upon  subject  matter  as  fol- 
lows :  Your  total  membership  to  January  ist,  1892.  Number  Knighted  since 
last  Grand  Conclave.  Financial  condition.  Equipments  of  Knights  and  the 
Asylum.  The  condition  of  your  books  and  records.  Proficiency  of  officers  and 
members  in  work  and  drill,  and  the  number  of  deaths.  Give  full  name  of  each, 
with  a  short  and  concise  biography  of  each. 

I  sincerely  trust,  the  Templar  year  being  so  nearly  concluded,  you  will  be  prompt 
in  furnishing  the  desired  information. 

Fraternally  and  courteously  yours, 

W.    A.   BODENHAMER,    D,  G.  C, 

Acting  G.  C. 

My  purpose  was  to  direct  one  to  each  Grand  Officer,  and  one  to  each  Eminent 

Commander,   whose   Commandery  had  no  representation  on  the  roll  of  Grand 

Officers,  and  forward  the  same  in  time  to  lay  before  you   their  special  reports  in 

response  thereto,  giving  the  exact  condition  of  Knighthood  in  this  Jurisdiction. 
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Unfortunatelyi  however,  on  the  i8th  day  of  January,  I  was  severely  stricken  with 
^*La  Grippe/'  and  was  thereby  wholly  incapacitated  for  any  business  whatever, 
for  more  than  two  weeks.  During  this  time  my  mail  matter  was  necessarily  neg- 
lected. The  printed  circular  came  to  hand  in  time,  but  I  was  unable  to  act.  The 
opportunity  was  gone,  and  my  design — whether  wise  or  otherwise — frustrated. 

TRIENNIAL. 

The  next  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States> 
will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  State  of  Colorado,  early  in  August  next.  At 
•our  last  Grand  Conclave,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  a  number  of  Sir  Knights, 
the  Deputy  Grand  Commander  presiding,  appointed  a  eommittee  consisting  o 
Past  Grand  Commanders  J.  J.  Hayes  and  J.  L.  Power,  Eminent  Sirs  J.  C.  French, 
<jrand  Captain  General,  Wm.  Cross,  Grand  Prelate,  and  Frank  Burkitt,  Grand 
Junior  Warden,  to  raise  funds  and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  repre- 
'sentation  of  this  Grand  Commandery  at  the  next  Grand  Encampment.  Whilst  I 
am  fully  in  Jiccord  with  the  sentiments  of  our  Knightly  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  as  to  the  utility  and  propriety  of  these  magnificent  displays,  ye^ 
so  long  as  the  Grand  Encampment  sees  fit  to  keep  them  up,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Mississippi  to  be  represented.  To  the  end,  therefore,  that  Mississippi  shall 
be  creditably  represented,  and  enabled  to  do  well  her  part  in  the  hospitalities  of 
the  occasion,  and  otherwise  keep  step  with  sister  jurisdictions,  I  recommend  that 
this  committee  be  continued. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  pilgrimage  of  life  through  which  we  are  all  passing  is  over  a  straight  and 
narrow  way,  the  latter  part  of  which  1$  all  down  grade.  No  part  of  it  can  ever 
be  revived.  Every  act  becomes  an  accomplished  fact  and  cannot  be  recalled. 
Every  word  spoken  goes  on,  through  all  the  ages,  doing  good  or  evil,  as  the  case 
may  be.  Let  us  be  prudent,  and  guard  well  every  thought,  act  and  word.  An- 
other year  has  closed  and  another  mile-pK)st  passed,  to  be  looked  on  no  more  by  the 
same  eyes.  The  wrinkles  are  getting  on  our  brows,  and  the  frosts  of  age  forming 
thicker  and  faster  over  our  heads.  These  reflections  remind  us  that  we  will  be 
£Oon  gathered  unto  our  fathers,  to  be  succeeded  by  a  younger  generation.  May 
our  experience  be  a  guide  to  their  feet,  and  may  they  serve  the  Master  more 
faithfully  and  wisely  than  we  have  done. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Commander,  as  far  as  could  be  obtained,  wfth  my 
own,  though  little,  is  before  you.  It  is  submitted,  craving  the  indulgence  and 
•charity  for  which  this  Grand  Body  has  ever  been  noted.  In  taking  a  retrospective 
view  of  my  attendance  upon  your  Conclaves,  I  can  but  feel  gratified  for  the  cour- 
teous treatment  I  have  ever  received  at  your  hands ;  for  your  many  evidences  of 
•confidence ;  and  the  many  honors  you  have  seen  proper  to  bestow  upon  me.  It 
is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  now  tender  each  and  every  member  my  heartfelt 
thanks. 

To  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Power,  the  knightliest  of  all  Grand  Recorders,  whose  large 
heart  is  overflowing  with  the  **  milk  of  human  kindness,"  and  whose  head  is 
filled  with  Masonic  lore,  I  feel  under  special  obligations,  and  I  now  sincerely 
thank  him  for  his  timely  suggestions  and  valuable  assistance. 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  detain  you  longer  from  the  regular  business  oi  the  Con- 
clave. 

Before  laying-  down  the  authority  with  which  I  have  been  invested  for  a  brief 
period,  I  must  invoke  the  richest  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  upon  you. 
May  He  direct  and  guide  us  through  life^  preserving|us  from  all  evil  and  filling 
our  hearts  with  love  for  one  another,  thereby  enabling  us  by  precept  and  example, 
to  disseminate  and  extend  the  principles  of  this  Christian  Order,  that  all  may  re- 
downd  to  the  good  of  mankind,  and  to  His  honor  and  glory  now  and  forever. 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER,  D.  G.  C, 

As  Grand  Commander. 

On  motion  of  Sir  E.*.  Geo.  DeLap,  the  Address  of  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander 
was  received,  ordered  spread  on  the  minutes,  and  referreit: 

1.  So  much  as  refers  to,  the  Templar  Dead,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

2.  So  much  as  refers  to  Dispensation  to  new  Commandery»  to  Committee  on 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

3.  So  much  as  refers  to  Special  Dispensations,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar 
Law. 

4.  So  much  as  relates  to  Matters  connected  with  other  Jurisdictions,  to  the 
same  Committee. 

5.  So  much  as  refers  to  decisions  of  law  questions,  to  same  Committee. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following — 

Committee  on  Credentials — Sirs  C.  A.  Lincoln,  Wm.  Starling,  J.  J.  Hayes. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Generalissimo  announced  the  following  Special  Commit- 
tees: 

Templar  Dead— Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  Wm.  Cross,  J.  A.  B.  Jones. 

Subordinate  Commanderies — Sirs  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  S.  B.  Brown,  Wm.  Star* 
ling. 

Finance — Sirs  N.  S.  Walker,  N.  G.  Augustus,  S.  B.  Brown. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was^ 
adopted  : 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    CREDEITTIALS. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the  following 

Sir  Knights  in  attendance  as  Representatives  of  the  Commanderies  named  : 

Mississippi,  No.   i — Sir  J.  L.  Power,  p.e.c,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — Sir  E.  C.  Carroll,  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Wm.  Stanton,  Captain-General. 

Lexington,  No.  3— 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4 — 

Rosalie,  No.  5 — Sir  J.  C.  French,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  J.  F.  Dixon,  Generalissimo. 
Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin,  Captain-General. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6 — Sir  S.  B.  Brown,  Eminent  Commander. 

De  Molay,  No.  8 — Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln,  Eminent  Commander. 

Cyrene,  No.  9 — Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan,  Eminent  Commander. 
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IVANHOE,  No.  lo— SirN.G.  Augustus,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  J.  M.  Davis,  Captain-General. 

Canton,  No.  12— 

CcECJR  DE  Lion,  No.  13— Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  p.g.c,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Delta,  No.  16— Sir  Wm.  Starling,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  King  Dowart,  Generalisin- o. 
Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson,  Captain-General. 

Aberdeen,  U.  D.  — W.  P.  Jinkins,  Eminent  Commander. 

W.  G.  Syke^,  Captain-General. 

Courteously  submitted, 

C.  L.  Lincoln, 
J.  J.  Hayes, 
Wm.  Starling, 

Committee. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap  submitted  his  Report  on  Fraternal  Cor* 
respondeuce,  which  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  and  Account,  which,  with 
accompanying  vouchers,  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDBR. 

To  the  R,\  J£,\  Grand  Cammandery  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Twenty-second  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Re- 
corder. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  1891  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i Dues  to  1890,  inclusive. $  40  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 Dues  1890 48  85 

St.  Cyr  Comandery,  No.  6 Dues  1890 39  30 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  4 Dues  1890 63  55 

DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8 Dues  1890 77  30 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10. Dues  1890 51  20 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13 Dues  1890 13  ^5 

Delta  Commandery,  No.  16 Dues  1889 25  9^ 

Delta  Commandery,  No.  16 Dues  1890 35  95 

Aberdeen  Commandery,  U.  D Dispensation 90  00 

Dues  of  members  defunct  Commanderies,  to  whom  certificates  issued. . .  6  00 


Total  receipts $491  70 

Which  is  $221.10  in  exeess  of  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year,  and  making  a 
balance  in  Treasury  this  date  of  $201.88. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  on  30th  March,  of  issuing  a  Dispensation,  by  authority  of 
the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Aberdeen.  There 
were  fourteen  petitioners ;  Sir  F.  P.  Jinkins  was  named  as  E.  C. ;  Sir  W.  B. 
Walker,  as  Generalissimo  ;  Sir  W.  G.  Sykes,  as  Captain-General.  Application 
for  a  charter  has  been  duly  filed. 

I  am  advised  that  steps  are  being  taken  for  the  organisation  of  a  Commandery 
at  Summit.  The  Companions  of  that  place  and  of  Brookhaven,  as  well  as  sev 
eral  noR.afBliated  Sir  Knights  at  McComb,  will  supply  the  material  for  a  strong 
Commandery. 
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The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  condition  of  the  Commanderies 
for  the  past  year  : 


Commanderies. 

No. 

I 

2 

5 
6 

8 
9 

lO 
12 

13 
i6 

U.D 

• 

1 

4 
8 

15 

5 
II 

lO 

5 

i 

I 

•  •  « ■ 

1 

6 

2 

•  •  •  • 

2 

1 

«  •  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

I 

0 

1 

1 

1 

29 

43 

65 

34 

36 

31 

24 

15 
12 

20 
19 

328 

• 

{5 

Mississippi 

$  41  $0 

Magnolia. 

67  00 

102  $0 

46  50 

63  50 

54  00 

33  50 
15  00 

12  00 

Rosalie 

St.  Cyr 

3 

2 

I 
3 

2 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  a   ■  • 

2 
f 
2 

De  Molay 

2 

Cyrene 

Ivanhoe 

2 

Canton 

Coeur  de  Lion 

Delta 

20  00 

Aberdeen 

6 
64 

15  00 

9 

10 

7 

6 

«  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ■ 

Total 

$470  50 

Which  shows  a  substantial  increase  in  orders  conferred,  and  a  net  gain  in  mem- 
bership of  31. 

On  8th  November,  I  received,  through  Past  Grand  Commander  Vaughan,  the 
sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Joseph  E.  Leigh,  Grand  Commander, 
after  a  protracted  illness,  at  his  home  in  Columbus.  The  V.-.  £.'.  Deputy  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  being  duly  notified,  he  assumed  the  office 
thus  made  vacant,  and  in  a  circular  to  the  Commands  of  this  and  other  jurisdic- 
tions,  paid  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  lamented  friend  and  frater. 

The  other  deaths  in  our  jurisdiction,  for  the  year,  are  : 

Sir  Heman  Denio,  Magnolia,  No.  2 June  23,  1891. 

Sir  F.  M.  Featherston,  Magnolia,  No.  2 July  — ,  1891. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Rosalie,  No.  5 June  16,  1891. 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  De  Molay,  No.  8 January  10,  1891. 

Sir  R.  V.  Manston,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10 ....July  11,  1891. 

Sir  R.  M.  Young,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10 September  3,  1891. 

All  good  men  and  true,  who  were  useful  and  honored  in  their  respective  fields 
of  labor,  and  who  exemplified  in  their  lives  the  principles  of  our  Order. 
RequUscai  in  pace  / 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  having  made  no  return  or  paid  dues  for  1889, 
1890,  1891,  I  recommend  that  its  charter  be  declared  forfeited.  It  is  hopelessly 
dormant.  Some  of  its  members  desire  Grand  Commandery  certificates  to  enable 
them  to  affiliate  elsewhere. 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  the  charter  of  which  was  restored  in  1889, 
has  made  no  report  for  1890  or  1891.  I  recommend  that  its  charter  be  again 
declared  forfeited,  unless  it  makes  a  satisfactory  showing  within  the  next  ninety 
days. 
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Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  owing  to  the  death  of  Sir  Wm.  Priestley,  and 
removals,  is  also  in  a  very  weak  state. 

With  these  exceptions,  the  Commanderies  are  in  a  better  condition  than  for 
some  years  past. 

On  May  ist,  by  direction  of  the  Grand  Commander,  I  issued  a  commission  to 
Sir  Henry  M.  Holmes,  as  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Texas.  On  August  14,  received  a  coarteous  letter  from  him  declining,  on 
account  of  age,  etc.,  to  serve. 

On  June  8«  a  commission  to  Sir  James  A.  Jenks,  as  Grand  Representative  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  North  Dakota. 

On  July  10,  a  commission  to  Sir  E.  D.  Aiken,  as  Representative  to  Grand 
Commandery  of  Montana. 

July  10,  a  comm^'ssion  to  Sir  Levi  B.  French,  as  Representative  to  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  South  Dakota. 

Same  date,  a  commission  to  Sir  James  H.  Codding,  Representative  at  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  to  succeed  Sir  J.  H.  Dusenberry,  dimitted. 

Same  date,  a  commission  to  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  at  Grand  Commandery  of  Con- 
necticut. 

August  8,  re-commissioned  Sir  John  J.  Lyle,  Representative  to  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Kentucky. 

August  10,  xe-commissioned  Rev.  Sir  Daniel  Crane  Roberts,  D.  D.,  as  Repre- 
sentative to  Grand  Commandery  of  New  Hampshire. 

On  September  5,  requested  the  re-appointment  of  Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln  as  the 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine  at  this  Grand  Commandery, 
and  he  was  accordingly  re-commissioned  on  iith  of  that  month. 

On  14th  August,  I  forwarded  to  Grand  Recorder  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore,  a 
complete  file  of  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Commandery,  from  1857  to  1891, 
to  replace  his  files  destroyed  by  fire. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  in  every  year  the  condition  of  our  treasury 
justifies,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  be  appropriated  to  the  Protestant  Orphan 
Asylum,  at  Natchez. 

I  further  recommend  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  raise  funds  for  the  expenses  of  this  Grand 
Body  at  the  next  Triennial,  at  Denver,  and  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  author- 
ized to  invite  contributions  from  the  several  Commanderies  for  this  purpose. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER, 

Grand  Recorder. 


Sir  G.  J.  Bahin  submitted  his  account  as  Grand  Treasurer,  as  follows : 
GRAND    TREASURER'S    ACCOUNT. 

Gus  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  : 

Dr. 

February  8,  1891 — ^To  balance  this  date $    29  38 

February  9,  1892 — To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date 491  7o 

Total $521  08 
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Cr. 

S*  W.  Ferguson,  Delta  Commandery,  No.  i6,  expenses $  800 

Jas.  H.  Gunning,  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  expenses 5  <^ 

S.  B.  Brown,  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  expenses 16  40 

E.  G.  DeLap,  for  Correspondence 50  00 

W.  M.  Buchanan,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  expenses 4  50 

Grand  Recorder,  postage,  1S91 14  80 

Grand  Recorder,  salary,  1891 50  00 

Proceedings  and  other  printing,  1891 170  50 

Total $  319  20 

In  Treasury,  this  date,  February  9,  1892 201  08 

Total $  520  28 

Courteously  submitted, 

GU9  J.  BAHIN, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  the  Account  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
On  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers,  resulting  as  follows : 

Sir  W.  a.  Bodknhamer Okolona. Grand  Commander. 

Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson Greenville Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  J.  C.  French Natchez, Grand  Generalissimo. 

Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Cross Greenville Grand  Captain-General. 

Rev.  Sir  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones.  ...  Bolton Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  King  Dorwart Greenville Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  F.  p.  Jinkins Aberdeen Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gub  J.  Bahin Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  £.  C.  Carroll Vicksburg Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  S.  B.  Brown Water  Valley ....  Grand  3word  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan Meridian Grand  Warder. 

Sir  John  Schlotman Natchez Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Bodenhamer  being  indisposed,  and  desiring  to  retire  to  his  room,  was  at 
once  installed  into  the  office  of  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  by  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander  Frederic  Speed. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Speed  announced  that  the  Offices  of  Devotion  would 
be  observed  to-night  at  Christ  Church. 

Ihe  Committee  on  Subordinate  Commanderies  recommended  that  a  charter  be 
granted  to  Aberdeen  Commandery  U.  D.,  to  take  rank  as  No.  17  ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  J.  Hayes,  for  committee  to  arrange  for  transportation  to,  and  entertain- 
ment at,  next  Triennial  Grand  Encampment,  at  Denver,  in  August,  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  what  he  had  already  accomplished,  and  what  further  would  be  re- 
quired. He  was  confident  that  he  would  feel  authorized  to  charter  at  least  one 
Pullman  sleeper. 

On   motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Vaughan,  the  Grand   Recorder  was 
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authorised  to  procure  a  suitable  badge  for  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  Jurisdiction, 
who  may  attend  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  have  an  engraving  of  Grand  Com- 
mandery  banner  made  for  same. 

At  12.30  the  Grand  Commandery  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock  p.m. 


Afternoon  Session. 

Recess  having  expired,  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

7o  the  Grand  Commandery: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  reports  of  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Grand  Treasurer  for  examination,  we  find  their  financial  statements 
correct,  and  sustained  by  proper  vouchers. 

As  to  portion  of  report  recommending  forfeiture  of  charters  of  Lexington  Com- 
mandery, No.  3,  and  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  we  offer  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  the  charter  of  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  be  declared  for- 
feited. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  present  no  action  be  taken  against  Holly  Springs  Com- 
mandery, No.  4. 

N.  S.  Walker, 
S.  B.  Brown, 
N.  G.  Augustus, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  reports,  which  were 
adopted : 

REPORTS  ON  TEMPLAR  LAW. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  R.*. 
£.*.  Grand  Commander's  Address  as  relates  to  Templar  Law,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend that  his  several  acts  and  dispensations  be  approved. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Speed, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

Committee. 
To  the  Grand  Commanaery: 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  at  the  request  of  our 
late  lamented  Grand  Commander,  they  examined  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
consent  of  the  nearest  Commandery  is  necessary  before  a  dispensation  can  issue 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Commandery.  The  conclusion  reached  by  them  was 
that  it  was  not  only  necessary  that  such  consent  should  be  given,  but  that  it  must 
be  unanimous. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  Grand  Commanders  may 
grant  letters  of  Dispensation  to  form  and  open  a  new  Commandery  *<upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commandery  in  the  same  territorial  jurisdiction  nearest 
the  location  of  the  new  Commandery  prayed  ior."     Par.  4,  Sec.  7. 

The  Grand  Encampment  had  the  identical  question  before  it  in  18S6,  upon  the 
appeal  of  Muncie  Commandery  against  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana,  and 
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upon  the  appeal  of  Lansing  Commandery  against   the   Grand  Commanderj  of 
Michigan,  and  dodged  the  issue  by  virtually  deciding  that  its  Constitution  was 
a  mass  of  glittering   generalities,  meaning  nothing,  a  perfectly  harmless  and  in- 
offensive document   made  for  ornament  and  not  use,  except,    of  course,  when  a 
tyrannical  Grand  Master  requires  a  blind  from  behind  which  to  shoot  at  a  Grand 
Commandery,  an  edict  of  excommunication,  when  all  the  truly  loyal  may  use  it 
to  take  a  shelter  from  which  to  hurl  hard  words  at  those  who  do  not  believe  in 
the  infallibility  of  Masonic  Popes.     The  Digest  says  that  ''the  provisions  requir- 
ing the  recommendation  of  the  nearest  Commandery  in  order  to  form  a  new  one, 
does  not  apply  to  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  Master,  who  has  absolute 
power  in  the  premises. — Sec.  8,  Title  xii.     The  Grand  Encampment  says  "  That 
the  granting   of  charters  to  Subordinate  Commanderies  in   territory  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery,  is  one  of  the  powers  specially  dele- 
gated to  such  Grand  Bodies  by  the  Constitution,  and  their  action  in  exercising 
this  authority  is  presumed  to  be  in  aecordanee  with   law.     No  jurisdiction  exists 
in  the   Grand  Encampment   to  interfere  with  a  charter  granted." — Resolution, 
1 886.     So  it  seems  that  according  to  the  highest  Teoiplar  authority — Paragraph 
4,  Sec.  37  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  has  no  meaning  what> 
ever  and  no  earthly  application.     Hence  we  need  not  stand  in  awe  of  it.     We 
are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a  remembrance  of  the  fact  that  we  in   Mississippi 
have  always  been  the  most  loyal  of  the  loyal  in   obedience  to  the    laws  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  it  was  therefore  important  that  we  should  not  presume 
to  follow  the  plain   requirements  of  our  own  laws   until  we  could   make  sure  of 
knowing  whether  they  were  in  conflict  with  the  high  and  mighty  power  to  which 
we  owe  allegiance.     We  confess  that  there  is  little  satisfaction  to  be  gained  from 
the  examination  of|the  question  at  the  fountain  source  of  information,  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  the  original  sourco  of  light  don't  seem  to  know  its  own  mind, 
and  therefore  does  not  emit  much  light.     A  rule  which  says  you  must,  but  '^on"^ 
don't  mean  "you"  or  the  other  fellow  either,  is  most  too  indefinite  to  form  a  safe 
guide,     it   would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  Grand  Encampment  to  make  up  its 
mind  what  it  wants  done,  and  then  to  express  it  in  intellible  English,  or  better 
still,  for  it   to    eliminate  all  provisions  of  its  Constitution  which  relate  exclu- 
sively to  the  domestic  affairs  ot  the  Grand  Commanderies. 

But  there  was  a  time  when  the  Grand  Commanderies  thought  they  had  sonls 
of  their  own,  and  had  some  powers,  during  which  period  of  halucination  the 
Grand  Commanderies  indulged  in  a  little  Constitution  making  and  ordained  :  ^*No 
dispensation  to  open  and  form  a  new  Commandery  shall  be  issued,  except  upon 
the  unanimous  recommendaiion  of  the  nearest  Commandery.  Sec.  2,  Art.  v.  As 
it  was  reasonably  certain  that  this  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  supreme  law  of 
American  Templarism,  we  use  the  word  reasonably  with  deliberation,  for  since 
the  Lansing  and  Muncie  Commandery  appeal  cases,  and  the  lame  and  impotent 
decision  of  the  Iowa  case,  no  man  has  a  right  to  suppose  himself  possessed  of 
suflicient  wisdom  to  even  venture  a  guess  as  to  what  construction  will  be  given  to 
that  remarkable  document,  when  next  some  one  presumes  to  give  the  tail  of  one 
of  its  dignataries  a  twist.  We  say  then,  as  it  was  reasonably  certain  that  our 
constitutional  requirement  would  not  call  down  upon  us  an  anathma  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  we  advised  the  Grand  Commander  that  he  ought  with  safety  re- 
quire the  unanimous  consent  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery  to  be  given  before  grant- 
ing a  dispensation  to  form  a  Commandery  at  Aberdeen. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Speed, 
P.  M.  Savery, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 

Committee. 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  has  answered  the 
following  questions  during  the  year  : 
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Question  i.  A  Knight  Templar  is  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  by  his 
Lodge ;  does  it  affect  his  standing  in  the  Commandery  ? 

Answer,  It  does ;  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  declares  such  suspension  to  be 
absolute,  and  it  debars  the  party  from  all  Masonic  intercourse. 

Ques,  2.  Where  does  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Craft  Masons  derive  its  authority  to 
prevent  rae,  as  a  Knight  Templar,  from  having  intercourse  with  another  Knight 
Templar,  as  for  instance,  one  suspended  by  the  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues  ? 

Ans.  It  does  not  attempt  to  control  you  as  a  Knight  Templar,  but  it  does  as 
a  Master  Mason.  If  you  can  tell  some  way  by  which  you  can  divest  yourself  of 
the  Master  Mason  basis  upon  which  the  Templar  superstructure  is  built,  without 
destroying  the  whole  edince,  we  will  answer  what  would  be  left  of  your  question  ? 
The  Grand  Lodge  says  to  you  as  a  Master  Mason,  owing  it  obedience,  that  yon 
must  not  have  Masonic  intercourse  with  a  certain  other  Master  Mason,  and  it 
leaves  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Knight  Templars  and  others,  the  figuring  out  of  the 
problem  of  dealing  with  the  party's  relations  elsewhere. 

Ques,  3.  A  party  suspended  by  his  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues,  goes  for- 
ward and  pays  the  amount  he  owed  on  suspension,  which  payment  has  the  effect 
to  restore  him  then  and  there,  without  any  vote  of  the  Lodge,  does  it  reinstate 
him  in  the  Commandery? 

Ans.  Not  necessarily,  but  it  is  one  step  in  that  direction.  If  a  party  stands 
suspended  for  non-pa>  ment  of  dues  in  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery,  pay- 
ment in  the  Commandery  would  do  him  no  good  until  he  had  also  paid  the.Lodge 
and  Chapter.  Before  a  man  can  enter  an  Asylum  of  Templars,  or  converse  with 
a  Templar  as  such,  he  must  be  in  good  standing  both  as  a  Master  and  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  We  are,  so  to  speak,  the  third  story  of  the  structure  ;  before  we 
can  occupy  it,  there  must  be  two  good  stories  beneath  ours  ;  if  either  ot  them  is 
knocked  from  under  us,  down  comes  our  house  and  we  cannot  build  it  up  again 
until  the  missing  one  is  rebuilt. 

Ques,  4.  Suppose  I  want  to  drop  out  of  the  Lodge  and  retain  my  membership 
in  the  Commandery,  can't  I  do  so  ? 

An^,  Certainly.  But  as  none  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  would  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  you  Mason ically,  unless  you  pay  the  Lodge  under  whose  juris- 
diction you  reside,  a  sum  equal  to  the  ordinary  Lodge  dues,  your  position  will 
not  be  a  very  enviable  one.  Our  advice  is  to  do  your  duty  squarely  as  a  Mason 
from  Lodge  to  Commandery,  and  then  you  will  appreciate  and  enjoy  Masonry. 
Our  experience  has  been  that  a  man  who  does  not  care  for  the  Lodge  soon  ceases 
to  take  any  interest  anywhere,  and  quickly  drops  out  bf  the  procession  and  is  lost 
amongst  the  great  army  of  stragglers,  yclept  non-affiliates.  If  you  are  contemplat- 
ing Masonic  suicide,  don't  go  through  a  long,  painful  process,  but  cut  your  throat 
from  ear  to  ear,  and  make  a  quick,  sure  job  ot  it.  It  will  be  better  for  you  and 
vastly  more  comfortable  for  your  friends,  because  then  they  will  know  you  are 
dead,  and  will  cease  wasting  time  attempting  to  galvanize  a  little  life  in  you. 
When  a  man  is  as  far  gone  as  to  ask  the  question  you  do,  it's  time  to  send  for  a 
Masonic  coroner,  who  will  write  the  verdict,  with  his  eyes  shut,  died  of  Masonic 
inanition,  and  summon  the  buzzards. 

Ques,  5.     Can  I  join  any  Commandery  I  please  or  must  I  go  to  the  nearest  ? 

Ans,  Just  jump  right  in  where  you  can  find  any  one  which  will  have  you. 
The  jurisdictional  fences  have  long  ago  been  torn  down  and  burnt  up  in  this 
State.  It  took  us  a  long  time  to  make  up  our  minds  that  men  should  not  go 
around  the  entire  circuit  of  the  Delta  to  find  a  Commandery,  but  we  did  it  at  last 
after  much  coaxing,  and  now  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  pick  out  a  Commandery 
which  will  have  you  and  patronize  the  Masonic  millinery  men  with  liberality,  and 
you  will  quickly  become  entitled  to  dangle  a  toy  sword  at  your  side  and  to  trip 
yourself  up  with  it,  in  the  most  approved  fashion. 

Courteously  submitted,  Frederic  Speed,  Chairman. 

Phineas  M.  Savery, 
W.  G.  Paxton,      Committee. 
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No  further  business  appeariog,  the  Grand  OlliceT*  «1ect  were  then  duly  iDitalled 
by  Past  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed,  who  made  some  eaceedingly  appro- 
priate remarks,  and  which,  on  molion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  DcLap,  he  was 
requested  to  write  out  tor  insertion  in  these  proceedings. 

Grand  Recorder  stated  thai  he  had  been  directed  by  the  R/.  E.'.  Grand  Com- 
mander to  announce  the  Committees  on  Templar  Law  and  Fraternal  Correspond- 
ence, the  same  as  last  year,  to-wit  ; 

Templar  Law.— Frederic   Speed,    p.o.c,   Wm.   G.    Paxton,   p.g.c,    P.    M. 

Fratsrnal  Corrbspondbhce. — E.  G.  DeLap,  p.g.c. 

At  6  o'clock  P.M.,  Grand  Commandery  took  a  recess  until  7:30  p.m.,  when  it 
assembled  in  the  A>ylum,  and  proceeded  thence,  under  the  escort  of  Magnolia 
Commandery,  No.  2,  to  Christ  Church,  vrhere  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  ob> 
served  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  led  by  Rev.  Sir  Wm.  Crow,  Grand  Prelate, 
and  assisted  by  Rev.  H.  Sansom,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  the  Church,  Rev.  Norvell 
Logan,  Rector  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Vicksbu^;  Rev.  Sir  F.  A,  DeRossett, 
Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Natchez,  and  a  member  of  DeMolay  Commandery, 
No.  5,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  Sir  DeRossett  delivered  an  address  very  appro- 
priate to  the  occasion  ;  and  a  colleelion  was  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pro- 
testant Orphan  Asylum,  at  Natchez,  amounting  to  $20.20.  The  exercises  were 
interspersed  wiih  choice  music  by  a  select  choir  0I  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and 
a  large  congregation  was  present,  and  evidently  enjoyed  the  occasion. 

On  returning  to  the  Asylum,  aod  while  the  Sir  Knights  were  in  line,  it  was 

moved,  and  unanimously  carried,  that  the 

next  Grand  Conclave  be  held  in  Ihn  city  of 

Natchez  on   the  Tuesday  preceding  the  An. 

nual  Communication  of  the  Grand   Lodge 

The  V.-.  E.-.  Deputy  Grand  Commander 

thereupon  closed  the  Thirty-Second  Annual 

Commandery  in  Solemn  and  Knighty  Form. 

W.  A.  BODENHAMBR, 

Grand  Commander. 


-^ 
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Gham>  Recorder. 


RETURNS   OF 

Subordinate  Commanderies, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27,  i89l. 

(Including  officers  for  1892.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  i— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

D.  P.  Porter E.  C.     H.  M.Taylor Treasurer. 

R.  F.  McGill Gcn*o.     M.  F.  Ash,  p.e.c Recorder. 

J.  A.  Webb,  P.E.C C.  G.  .  W.  H.  Gibbs St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  f.b.c,  p.g.c Prelate.     John  McGill Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  *.E.c S.  W.    Oliver  Clifton,  P.E.C.,  p.g.c  .  Warder. 

Luther  Manship J.  W.     J.  M.  Cain Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Thos.  Palmer,  J.  T.  Buck,  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr., 
Geo.  Lemon,  J  as.  M.  McKee. 

Members — Geo.  T.  Gracey,  W.  C.  Harrell,  J.  S.  Hamilton,  Wirt  Johnston,  A. 
G.  Lewis,  W.  J.  Ferguson,  R.  Bradley,  Geo.  S.  Lacey,  J.  W.  Power,  J.  M. 
Symlie,  W.  B.  Taylor,  W.  H.  Tegarden— Total  29. 

Knighted — W.  J.  Ferguson,  W.  B.  Taylor,  J.  W.  Power,  A.  G.  Lewis,  Geo. 
S.  Lacey. 

Affiliated — J.  A.  Webb. 

Reinstated — D.  P.  Porter,  W.  H.  Gibbs,  J.  S.  Hamilton,  J.  M.  Smylie,  W, 
H.  Tegarden,  J.  T.  Buck. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — W.  S.  Hamilton. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $41   50 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

J.  D.  Miles,  p.g.c E.  C.     H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

E.  C.  Carroll Gen'o.     J.  W.  Powell,  p.e.  c Recorder. 

Wm.  Stanton C.  G.     Chas.  Peine St.  Bearer. 

T.  G.  Birchett,  p.g.c Prelate.     Emile  Bonelli Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.g.c S.  W.     Wm.  Chamberlin Warder, 

F.  Speed,  p.e.c J.  W.  Jno.  Schlottman . . .  .Capt.  of  Gur*d . 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Martin  Marshall,  J.  J.  Hayes. 
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Members — F.  M.  Andrews,  G.  W.  Bookout,  S.  H.  Childress,  R.  L.  Dunn,  C. 
C.  Flowerree,  J.  H.  Gunning,  C.  E.  Grant,  T.  D.  Godman,  C.  W.  Gibson,  M.  O. 
Gorman,  C.  £.  Gore,  Jas.  M.  Gibson,  I.  Hardy,  J.  E.  Htdbert,  A.  L.  Jaquith, 
Jas.  H.  King,  W.  G.  Kiger,  W.  W.  Lord,  Wm.  Murray,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Charles 
Pare,  M.  R.  Payne,  J.  C.  Prichett,  Lee  Richardson,  Jr.,  A.  A.  Sharpe,  W.  J. 
Smith,  L.  J.  Thomas,  C.  G.  Wright,  S.  A.  Woolford— Total  43. 

Knighted — M.  O.  Gorman,  S.  A.  Woolford,  J.  C.  Prichett,  Lee  Richardson, 
Jr.,  Chas.  E.  Gore,  L.  J.  Thomas,  Jas.  M.  Gibson,  A.  A.  Sharpe. 

Reinstated — Chas.  Pare,  H.  Denio. 

DiMiTTED — B.  E.  S.  Bonelli,  J.  L.  Hebron. 

Died — H.  Denio,  June  23,  1891 ;  F.  M.  Featherson,  July  — ,  1891. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $67  00 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclave^,  2d  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

J.  C.  French,  p.e.c E.  C.  Geo.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

J.  F.  Dixon Gen*o.  Jno.  R.  Bledsoe Recorder. 

G.J.  Bahin C.  G.  W.  B.  Irvine St.  Bearer. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.E.C Prelate.  W.  Rutherford Sw.  Bearer. 

F.  L.  Rumble S.  W.  Jas.  A.  Clinton Warder. 

David  King J.  W,  CM.  Sawyer Capt.  of  Gu'd, 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — E.  G.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  H.  Clark,  W.  G.  Ben- 
brook,  P.G.c,  C.  T.  Chamberlain.  Jno.  A.  Dicks,  G.  T.  Rehn.     • 

Members — T.  J.  Adams,  W.  H.  Aikman,  G.  M.  Brown,  W.  E.  Ballard,  Sam. 
D.  Baker,  L.  A.  Custer,  John  Conner,  R.  S.  Dixon,  B.  B.  Davis,  Aug.  Day,  W. 
L.  Davis,  C.  F.  Farrar,  A.  H.  Foster,  Jas.  S.  Fleming,  Thos.  Grafton,  E.  J. 
Guice,  Jno.  A.  Guice,  Jas.  S.  Gaynor,  C.  H.  Gates,  Jos.  Hahn,  W.  H.  Hendrick. 
C.  H.  Keim,  W.  J.  Kaiser,  R.  F.  Learned,  E.  A.  Lawrence.  C.  F.  Merrick,  T. 
Q.  Munce,  S.  McDowell,  C.  H.  Mcllwaine,  S.  D.  McNair,  B.  T.  McBryde,  H. 
C.  Norman,  M.  Neihysel,  J.  Peebles,  S.  Pennywitt,  J.  J.  Proby,  Jno.  B.  Scruggs, 
S.  C.  Sims,  B.  C.  Smitha,  Wm.  Stietenroth,  J.  B.  Tennant,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  F.  K. 
Winchester,  W.  L.  Wells,  B.  D.  Watkins,  Jno.  P.  Walworth,  J.  S.  York.— Total 
65. 

Knighted — R.  Rutherford,  Augustus  Day,  W.  H.  Hendrick,  W.  J.  Kaiser, 
J.  S.  York,  B.  C.  Smitha  David  King,  J.  S.  Fleming,  Jas.  A.  Clinton,  Wm. 
Stietenroth,  J.  J.  Proby,  W,  L.  Davis,  C.  H.  Gates,  John  Conner,  F.  L.  Rumble. 

Died — W.  H.  Stewart,  p.e.c,  June  16,  1891. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $102  50 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,   No.  6— Water  Valley,    Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

S.  B.  Brown,  P.E.C E.  C.     W.  H.  Biles Treasurer. 

F.  W.  Weathersby Gen'o.     J.  B.  Pate Recorder. 

J.  E.  Deloach C.  G.     R.  Spearman St.  Bearer. 

G.  D.  Brown Prelate.    T.  F.  Trainer Sw.  Bear'r. 

W.  E.  Moring S.  W.     I.  T.  Blount,  P.E.C Warder. 

H.  Gibbons J.  W.     Joel  Crooms Capt.  of  Gu*d. 
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Past  Eminent  Commanders — W.  C.  Shackelford,  M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  H.  M. 
Romberger,  p.g.c,  C.  Montgomery,  J.  K.  Fulson,  P.G.c. 

Members— J.  F.  Duff,  Jno.  Flack,  W.  C.  Winters,  W.  W.  Becton,  W.  A.  Had- 
away,  L.  W.  Deekle,  C.  H.  Bean,  H.  M.  Colgan,  £.  G.  Leonard,  J.  B.  Rogers, 
W.  H.  Price,  C.  R.  Cocke,  W.  T.  Wynn,  D.  C.  Powell,  Jno.  Wright,  R.  N. 
Owens,  J.  S.  Kettle,— Total  34. 

Knighted— W.  H.  Price,  C.  R.  Cocke,  T.  F.  Trainer,  W.  T.  Wynn,  D.  C. 
Powell. 

Affiliated — Jno.  Wright,  R.  N.  Owens,  J.  S.  Kettle. 

Reinstated— J.  B.  Hudspeth,  D.  T.  Fry. 

Dimitted— J.  B.  Hudspeth,  D.  T.  Fry. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery. • , . .  $46  50 


DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

C.  I*.  Lincoln,  p.e c : E.  C.    C.S.  Franklin Treasurer. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  P.E.C.,  p.g.c . . .  Gen'o.     J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

Willis  Banks. C.  G.    J.  P.  Stansel St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  P.G.c.  A  P.E.C Prelate.     W.  D.  Prowell Sw.  Bearer. 

B.  A.  Weaver S.  W.     E.  M.  Prowell Warder. 

T.  B.  Franklin J.  W.     S.  C.  Munger Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members — A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  N.  L.  Davis,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  H. 
Field,  M.  A.  Franklin,  W.  S.  Farmer,  L.  L.  Goodrich,  J.  W.  Gardner,  J.  D. 
Guyton,J.  T.  Harrison,  R.  F.  Matthews,  J.  A.  Martin,  E.  S.  Moore,  C.  W.  Mills, 
H.  Osborne.  H.  C.  Powers,  E.  T.  Sykes,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale,  T.  A. 
Teasdale,  W.  E.  Waring,  G.  B.  Wilmot,  W.  W.  Westmoreland.— Total  36. 

Knighted— N.  L.  Davis,  W.  S.  Farmer,  J.  D,  Guyton,  W.  H.  Johnston,  C. 
W.  Mills,  E.  M.  Prowell,  W.  D.  Prowell,  J.  P.  Stansel,  W.  E.  Waring,  G.  B. 
Wilmot,  W.  W.  Westmoreland. 

Affiliated — ^J.  M.  Easton,  R,  F.  Matthews. 

Dimitted — W.  H.  Johnston. 

Died — R.  F.  Hudson,  January  10,  1891 ;  J.  E.  Leigh,  g.c.  andP.E.c.,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1891. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $63  50 


CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9— Meridian,  Lauderdale  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

J.  M.Buchanan E.  C.  R.  E.  Harris Treasurer. 

I.  A.  Mooser Gen*o.  H.  C,  Smith Recorder. 

J.  W.Collins. C.  G.  A.  J.  Peck St.  Bearer. 

~.  R.  Mcintosh Prelate.  T.  B.  Lamb Sw.  Bearer. 

.T.  Iglchart S.  W.  J.  H.Wright Warder. 

.  L.  Spinks J.  W.  O.  A.  Harrison Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Members— F.  A.  Bross,  W.  D.  Cameron,  T.  C.  Carter,  Joseph  Eaken,  Charles 
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Elmire,  C.  L.  Gaston,  W.  S.  Harris,  W.  H.  Howard,  C.  M.  Kelley,  J.  F.  Mc- 
Cormick,  D.  A.  Ray,  J.  R.  Smith,  G.  Smallshof,  Arthur  Smith,  M.  J.  Thompson, 
H.  W.  Wilson,  W.  R.  Woods,  W.  E.  Keller,  C.  S.  Starkweather. —Total  31. 

Knighted— T.  C.  Carter,  C.  L.  Gaston,  J.  C.  Hough,  W.  H.  Howard,  O.  A. 
Harrison,  A.  J.  Peck,  H.  C.  Smith,  M.  J.  Thompson,  W.  R.  Woods,  J.  H. 
Wright. 

Affiliated — Charles  Elmire. 

DiMiTTED — W,  P.  Browne,  J.  C.  Hough. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery < $54  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  lo— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Thursday  after  the  2d  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

N.  G.  Augustus E.  C.  J.  M  Triee Treasurer. 

W.  M.  Buchanan Gen*o.  Z.  T.  Trice Recorder. 

J,  M.   Davis C.  G.  W.  H.D.Crawford St.  Bearer. 

P.  M.    Savery,  f.g.c,  P.E.C..  .Prelate.  Thos.  H.  Williams Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  I.  Harrell S.  W.  Frank  Burkitt,  P.E.C Warder. 

C.  W.  Bolton J.  W.  A.  G.  Harkreader Capt.  of  Gu'd. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders. — W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  o.c,  E.  M.  Walker,  C.  C. 
Ross. 

Members— W.  B.  Barker,  E.  C.  Bolton,  J.  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  N.  Cayce,  J.  T.  Har- 
ris, T.  E.  Connei,  C.  B,  Hood,  H.  W.  Hunter,  B.  A.  P.  Selman,  T.  W.  Wil- 
Lams — Total,  25. 

Knighted— James  A.  Bowen,  J.  J.  Ellis,  Charles  Lundtn,  A.  A.  Posey,  W. 
G.  Sykes. 

Affiliated — W.  E.  Howard,  C.  N.  Simpson,  S.  T.  Sykes. 

DiMiTTED — (To  form  Aberdeen  Commandery.) — James  A.  Bowen,  R.  B. 
Brannm,  S.  H.  Bergh,  Charles  Lundin,  J.  J.  Ellis,  W.  E.  Howard,  W.  G. 
Sykes,  A.  A.  Posey,  C.  N.  Simpson,  E.   E.  Sykes,  S.  T.  Sykes,  W.  B.  Walker. 

Died — R.  V.  Manston,  July  11,  1891 ;  R.  M.  Young,  Sept.  3,  1891. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $33  50. 


COUR  DeLION  COMMANDERY.    No.  13  — ?ort  Gibson,   Claiborn 

County. 

Regular  Conclaver,  ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

F.  H.  Foote E.  C.  N.  S.  Walker,  p.e.c  ,  P. G.c. .Treasurer. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gcn'o.     Wm.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G.    John  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.e.c Prelate.  J.  H.  Gordon,  p.e.c,  p.o.c.Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  K.  Burnet S.  W.     A.  Sager Warder. 

R.  A.  Owen,  p.e.c J.  W.     W,  B.  Lewis Qapt.  of  Gu'd. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — W.  F.  Burnet, 
Dues  !o  Grand  Commandery $12  00. 
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ABERDEEN  COMMANDERY,  U.  D.*— Aberdeen,  Monroe  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  eaeh  month. 

Officers  for  1892. 

F.  P.  Jinkins E.  C.     S.  H.  Berg Treasurer. 

W.  B.  Walker Gen'o.     W.E.Howard Recorder. 

W.  G.  Sykes C.  G.     O.  L.  McKay St.  Bearer. 

J,  A.  Bowen , Prelate.     C.  F.    Lundin Sw.  Bearer. 

Jesse  J.   Ellis S.  W.     E.  N.  Simpson Warder. 

A.  A.  Posey J.  W.     S.  Turner  Sykes Capt.  of  G'ud. 

Members— D.  P.  Barker,  R.  B.  Brannin,  Hugh  Campbell,  J.  W.  Eckford,  J. 
C.  Gathings,  Jr.  E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  F.  Thomas.— Total,  19. 

Knighted— D.  P.  Barker,  Hugh  Campbell,  J.  W.  Eckford,  C.  L.  McKay,  J. 
C.  Gathings,  Jr.,  W.  F.  Thomas.; 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $15  00 

^Organized  under  Dispensation,  issued  March  28,  1891.     Chartered  as  No.  17, 
February  9,  1892. 


Commanderies  Failing  to  Report. 


Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3 ^Charter  declared  forfeited. 
Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4 — In  arrearfor  1890  and  1891. 
Canton  Commandery,  No  12 — In  arrear  for  1890  and  1891. 
Delta  Commandery,  No.  3 — In  arrear  for  1891. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1891. 


Chartered  Commanderies  making  reports  for  189 1 8 

U.  D.  Commanderies  making  reports  for  1891. .    .  •  , i 

Commanderies  failing  to  report  for  1891 3 

Total  Commandenes  in  Jurisdiction 12 

Knighted  during  year 65 

Affiliated 10 

Reinstated 10 

Died 7 

Membership  in  Commanderies  reporting 294 

Estimated,  in  Commanderies  not  reporting 45 

Total  membership  in  Jurisdiction 339 

Dues  of  Commanderies  reporting $435  50 

Estimated,  of  those  not  reporting 45  00 

TotBl  dues  for  1891 .$480  50 

Receipts  for  1891 $491   70 

Disbursements  for  1891 319  20 


EEPORT  on  FRATEIiML  CORpPOpp, 


To  the  R,'.  En\  Grand  Commandery  KtUghts  Templar  of  Mississippi : 

JJJ|lhc  undersigned  Reporter  on  'Correspondence  respectfully  and  courteously 
presents  the  result  of  his  labors  in  the  thought^,  words  and  clippings  following. 
That  the  report  is  not  of  that  high  order  of  literary  excellence  as  would  natu- 
rally and  under  more  favorable  circumstances  be  expected  from  the  distinguished 
source  from  which  this  springs,  yet  it  is  the  best  that  we  were  able  to  produce. 
We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  peace  and  'prosperity  seem  to  prevail 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  frozen  borders  of  Maine  to  the 
sunny  glades  of  the  Rio  Grande.  We  are  as  yet  without  the  Ohio  pamphlet,  and 
are,  per  consequence,  unaware  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Sir  Enoch's  bailiwick, 
whether  anything  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  equanimity  of  his  meek  and  loving 
heart.  We  hope  there  is  nothing  wrong,  but  there  is  no  telling  what  presumptions 
Templar  has  taken  the  liberty  of  joining  some  church  or  society,  the  creed  and 
practice  of  which  is  inimical  to  the  ideas  of  that  fiery  old  reprobate.  We  notice 
that  Cemeauism  is  exercising  an  undue  influence  on  the  good  sense  and  tolerance 
of  a  few  others  besides  Sir  Enoch,  all  of  which  we  regret,  not  alone  because  this 
sort  of  thing  is  childish  and  absurd,'but,  also,  because  persecution  always  has  a  ten- 
dency to  popularize  the  people  or  thing  persecuted.  If  we  treated  these  things 
with  the  contempt  their  worthlessness  demands,  their  lease  of  life  would  be  but 
short.  In  the  journey  through  the  pamphlets  we  have  found  only  kind  words  and 
sympathetic  expressions  toward  our  little  body,  and  this  is  what  we  always  have 
received,  except  from  'our  friend  Enoch,  of  Ohio.  We  do  not  presume  that  he 
meant  to  be  unkind  in  that  any  more  than  he  does  when  he  so  confidently  calls 
all  the  balance  of  us  fools,  and  for  this  we  have  no  unkind  feelings  toward  him, 
nor  have  we  any  doubt  but  that  his  heart  is  as  warm,  his  feelings  as  gentle  and 
his  sentiment  as  fraternal  toward  us  all  as  are  those  of  others  who  are  not  so 
plain  and  emphatic  as  he  is.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  pamphlets  that  have 
not  yet  come  to  hand,  besides  Ohio.  If  they  reach  us  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  they  shall  have  the  attention  they  deserve  ;  if  they  do 
not,  the  fault  is  not  with  us.  With  these  few  remarks  we  pass  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  transactions  of : 

ALABAMA— 1892. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  May  20th.  R.*.  £.*. 
Wm.  A.  Alexander,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Seven  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  represented. 
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The  address  is  a  short  but  well  written  business  document,  but  is  confined  en- 
tirely to  local  matters. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  fairly  prosperous.  Owing  to  pressure  of  business, 
the  Committee  prepared  no  Report  on  Correspondence.  We  sincerely  trust  that 
this  unseemly  state  of  affairs  will  not  again  prevail  in  this  sister  Jurisdiction. 

Sir  John  A.  McKinnon  isR.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  E.  R.  Hastings  is 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  Geo.  F.  Moore,  Correspondent. 


ARKANSAS— 1891. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  April 
28th,  Sir  Wm  King  Ramsey,  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Nearly 
all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  the  Representatives  of  nine  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resupu  of  his  official  acts  and  de- 
liverances. He  says,  among  other  things,  that  **  in  the  cotton  growing  belt  of 
our  State  we  find  that  the  extraordinary  large  yield  of  the  fleecy  staple  has  been 
a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing.'*  It  is  barely  possible  that  if  this  <* curse" 
teaches  the  planters  of  the  South  to  have  their  granaries,  smoke-houses  and  hay- 
stacks at  Aomf,  instead  of  in  the  Norhwest,  it  will  be  the  greatest  blessing  that 
the  Father  of  Mercies  could  send  us  of  a  temporal  nature.  We  find  nothing  in 
his  address  of  general  interest. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  fairly  healthy;  total  membership,  469;  net  in- 
crease, 29. 

Sir  James  Adams  is  the  author  of  the  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence, 
covering  about  ninety  pages,  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  world  is  courteously 
noticed,  Mississippi  for  1890  among  the  number. 

We  judge  from  Sir  Adams'  style  that  he  dearly  loves  praise  and  that  he  is 
always  ready  to  identify  himself  with  the  **  you  tickle  me  and  I'll  tickle  you  " 
contingent,  and  as  an  evidence  of  this  propensity  in  our  young  brother,  we  take 
the  following  from  his  review  of  Sir  Enoch,  of  Ohio : 

"  Surely,  with  this  before  him,  he  could  not  well  think  that  we  forgot  Ohio,  or 
intentionally  lett  it  off  our  list.  No,  Sir  Carson,  we  don't  do  things  that  way  ; 
the  only  reason  you  did  not  receive  notice  from  us  was,  the  proceeding  of  your 
Grand  Commandery  did  not  come  to  us ;  and  the  only  time  in  our  life  that  we 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  into  a  copy  of  your  proceedings,  was  when  we 
read  the  one  now  before  us.  Quite  a  number  of  your  good  Knights  are  onr 
friends;  and  we  think  too  much  of  them,  to  cut  in  any  direction  whatever.  So, 
Sir  Knight,  banish  your  bad  opinion  of  us,  and  in  your  next,  if  possible,  speak 
some  good  words  to  help  us  on." 

We  hope  Sir  Enoch  will  pat  the  young  mutual  on  the  back  and  be  kind    to 

him. 

Under  Mississippi  we  find  this: 

'^Report  on  Correspondence,  written  by  Sir  DeLap  in  his  usual  strong  and  caus- 
tic style.  Arkansas  is  ignored ;  even  Sir  Tuft's  prediction  that  we  would  hear 
from  him  "next  year"  was  not  enough  to  make  him  turn  his  attention  this  way. 
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If  it  was  only  in  the  present  review  that  no  recognition  of  us  is  made»  we  might 
think  that  our  proceedings  did  not  reach  him,  but  when  it  is  an  oft  repeated  mat- 
ter, we  pause  that  we  may  think." 

Will  our  brother  kindly  send  us  the  pamphlet  containing  Sir  Tuft's  remarkable 
prediction  ?  We  have  never  seen  it ;  if  we  had  and  there  had  been  anything  in 
it  to  merit  the  attention  of  our  '*giant  mind,"  you  would  certainly  have  heard 
from  us.  We  have  never  ignored  Arkansas  yet,  hence  the  necessity  for  Sir 
Adams  to  pause  that  he  "may  think,"  is  not  apparent.  Sir  A.  would  make  an 
admirable  '^mutual"  if  he  was  not  troubled  with  the  disease  mentioned  above. 

R.*.  E.'.  Charles  Northrop  Rix  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Jas.  A.Henry, 
Grand  Recorder ;  Correspondent  as  before. 


CANADA  — 1891. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Toronto  July  21st.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Knight  Henry  Robertson,  Q.  C,  acting  Supreme  Grand  Master.  A  large  atten- 
dance. The  acting  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Knight's  address  is  a  short,  well-written  and 
interesting  paper.  Referring  to  the  decease  of  R.*.  E.'.  Sirs  McLeod  Moore 
and  James  A.  Henderson,  both  of  whom  had  doffed  their  armor  and  entered  the 
**better  land"  during  the  year,  he  says : 

Praters  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada : 

The  past  year  has  been  fraught  with  sadness  for  Canadian  Templars.  Within 
the  short  space  of  a  few  months  our  first  Grand  Master  and  his  successor  have 
both  passed  away,  full  of  years  and  of  honors,  and  we  are  left  lamenting  their 
absence.  The  names  of  McLeod  Moore  and  James  A.  Henderson  have  been  so 
long  as  household  words  with  all  Templars  in  Canada  that  it  is  difficult  to  realize 
the  fact  that  they  are  no  longer  with  us — that  we  will  no  more  hear  their  cheery 
voices  or  listen  to  their  words  of  wisdom — that  we  will  no  more  clasp  their  hands 
in  fraternal  affection,  or  enjoy  their  beloved  companionship  in  our  Annual  Con- 
claves. 

Grand  Master  Mooie  died  in  the  early  part]of  the  year,  and  a  Special  Assem- 
bly was  held  in  July  at  which  Grand  Master  Henderson  was  elected,  who  died  on 
the  next  7th  December. 

Our  Canadian  fraters  and  the  families  of  the  deceased  have  our  profound  sym- 
pathy.   The  Order  universal  is  bereaved. 

Referring  to  the  matter  of  <* Ritual"  he  says: 

''There  are  four  courses  open  for  adoption  by  the  Great  Priory,  namely,  to 
continue  as  we  are,  in  line  with  the  Great  Priory  of  England.  To  adopt  the 
United  States  work  in  toto.  Adopt  the  United  States  work  with  such  additions 
from  our  own  as  may  be  thought  desirable ;  or  to  revise  our  present  Ritual  by 
making  such  alterations  and  augmentations  as  may  be  found  expedient  to  enable 
our  fraters  to  join  without  hesitation  any  body  of  Templars  in  the  neighboring 
Republic  with  whom  we  are  so  constantly  associated." 

We  should  be  glad  to  clip  all  his  interesting  remarks  on  this  subject,  but  our 
report  is  too  large  already.     Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  shape. 

The  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Henry  Roberson,  and  reviews  the  minutes  of 
thirty-two  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  in  a  courteous  and  pleasant  strain,  Missis- 
sippi for  T890  among  them.     He  devotes  three  pages  to  extracts  from  Sir  Speed's 
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address,  and  says  to  this  Committee :  "  We  cannot  afford  to  put  anj  more 
'  Robertson'  "  in  ours.  Frater  DeLap  and  we  are  not  worrjring  ourselves  at  all 
oyer  the  onconrteons  acts  of  oar  '  big  brother.'  The  situation  is  of  his  own  crea- 
tion, and  the  only  parties  incommoded  are  those  of  his  own  obedience."  The 
best  thing  for  our  Canadian  neighbors  to  do  is  to  cnt  loose  from  that  unnatural 
"  big  brother"  and  join  our  family,  where  they  will  be  somebody  and  be  appre- 
ciated also. 

R.'.  E.-.  Sir  Knight  Henry  Robertson,  late  Foreign  Correspondent,  is  now 
Sovereign  Grand  Master.  We  tender  our  hearty  congratulations.  The  Great 
Priory  honored  itself  in  the  selection.     Sir  Knight  Dan'l  Spry,  Grand  Chancellor. 


COLORADO— 1891  . 

Sixteenth  Annual  at  Denver,  June  2.  The  Grand  Comandery  was  opened  in 
Knightly  form  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander.  After  which  his  High  Mighti- 
ness, Geo.  Wyman,  Grand  Commander,  was  introduced  and  received  in  "knight- 
ly form."  We  presume  that  unless  too  much  fatigued  by  his  exertions  and  the 
ponderosity  of  his  official  position,  that  he  presided  afterwards.  Fourteen  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies  represented.  The  address  is  an  exceptionly  well  written 
paper  and  reflected  great  eredit  upon  its  author.  We  find,  however,  nothing  of 
general  interest.  He  reports  the  Order  in  excellent  condition.  No  Buncombe 
dispensations.  Three  of  his  subordinates  indulged  in  armed  religion  on  £aster 
Sunday. 

Procedings  local.     Total  membership,  1,094 — a  gain  of  155. 

Our  old  friend  and  Bro.  Orahood  submits  an  excellent  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, in  which  most  of  the  Templar  world  has  courteous  notice,  Mississippi  for 
1890  included. 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  we  find  the  following  which  we  com- 
mend as  a  warning,  to  Sirs  Speed,  Paxton,  Savery,  Hayes,  Burkitt,  et  al. : 

"That  your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  record  of  said  trial  and 
found  that  he  was  charged  with  being  *  notoriously  untruthful,'  with  several  spe- 
cifications alleging  the  instances  relied  upon  to  show  such  charge  to  be  true.  *  * 
*  *  The  charge  is  something  unusual,  yet,  we  think,  it  is  within  the  power  of 
a  Commandery  to  expel  a  Templar  upon  that  ground  ;  and,  with  nothing  to  show 
error  in  other  respects,  the  Grand  Body  should  affirm  the  action  of  the  Subordin- 
ate Commandery,  and  we  recommend  such  action  in  this  case." 

"If  he  was  a  liar,  which  is  the  charge  as  we  understand  it,  the  fact  of  its  be- 
ing notorious  does  not  add  to  the  offense.  We  know  some  Sir  Knights — a  few — 
we  hope  there  is  not  many  of  them,  who  will  seriously  object,  for  personal  rea- 
sons, to  having  this  case  established  and  acted  on  as  a  precedent.  None  of  them, 
so  far  as  we  know,  write  reports  or  correspondence." 

If  this  thing  should  spread  the  result  would  be  disastrous  and  our  membership 
would  be  reduced  to  the  minimum  ! 

Sir  Orahood  quotes  copiously  and  approvingly  from  Sir  Speed's  address ;  says 
this  writer  "  has  not  fully  recovered  his  health,  but  he  is  able  to  *kick'  vigor- 
ously when  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  are  mentioned."  There  is  a  heap  of 
difference  between  powers  and  usurpations.     The  latter  is  what  we  kicked  at. 
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We  sometimes  indulge  in  a  little  kicking  at  the  Grand  Encampment,  simply  be- 
cause ftf  is  an  excrescence  on  the  body  of  Templary,  a  nuisance  that  ought  to  be 
abated. 

Sir  Byron  R.  Carr,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand    Recorder  and  Correspondent 
same  as  before. 


CONNECTICU  T— I  891. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  Asylum  of  Gyrene  Commandery,  No. 
8,  Middletown,  March  17,  Sir  Ira  L.  Gardiner,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Eminent  Com- 
manders, Grand  Representatives,  our  own  included,  and  the  representatives  of 
II  subordinate  Commanderies.  The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  strictly 
business,  and  shows  him  to  have  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer.  He  issued 
three  dispensations  to  confer  the  Order  of  the  Temple  upon  more  than  one  can- 
didate at  the  same  time  !  We  confess  our  ignorance  of  just  hovo  this  could  be 
done.    Will  Committee  explain  ?     His  decisions  are  sound. 

Death  has  been  busy  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  the  Right  Eminent  pays 
fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  departed.  We  are  glad  to  note 
the  absence  of  buncomb  dispensations  of  all  sorts. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  Total  mem- 
bership .1851,  a  gain  of  92. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  the  production  of  our  good 
friend.  Grand  Recorder  Wheeler,  in  which  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Tem- 
plar world  are  carefully,  courteously  and  ably  considered,  our  own  for  1890, 
among  them.     We  clip  the  following  anent  our  Speed's  address  : 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Speed  is  a  fine  document,  just  snch  as  one 
might  reasonably  expect  from  so  distinguished  a  Frater.  From  his  address  we  learn 
that  the  prospects  for  Masonry  and  Knighthood  are  brightening  in  the  land  of  the 
magnolia  and  the  cotton  bloom.  He  gives  expression  to  some  noble  thoughts  that 
should  be  heeded ;  and  concerning  the  cause  that  has  worked  so  unfavorably  to 
the  institution,  we  feel  there  is  much  truth  in  his  statements,  to  which  many 
Masonic  bodies  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  could  say.  Amen !  We  quote 
him  fully  on  this  subject,  which  we  consider  of  vital  importance — for  it  is  only 
by  reviewing  the  past  that  we  are  enabled  to  correct  errors  and  make  for  the 
good  of  the  Crait  in  the  future. 

And  this  in  regard  to  ourselves : 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Knight  E.  George  De  Lap, 
and  though  somewhat  brief  is  a  very  creditable  document.  We  think  he  might 
improve,  however,  by  toning  down  his  style  of  expression.  There  has  been  in 
several  instances  too  much  of  a  personal  nature  expressed  in  some  of  these  re- 
ports, that  speak  ill  of  Templary.  Now  this  is  the  way  he  goes  for  Sir  Knight 
Carson,  of  Ohio. 

We,regret  that  our  style  does  not  suit  our  brother.  It  has  always  been  our  custom 
to  call  a  spade,  a  spade,  and  the  implement  has  never  been  injured  thereby.  The 
same  rule  will  apply  to  our  language  in  reference  to  what  we  honestly  con- 
demn in  the  Templar  World.  In  regard  to  personalities,  and  Carson  as  the 
aggrieved  party,  we  desire  to  say  that  what  we  have  said  of  him  has  been  in 
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no  unkind  spirit,  but  with  a  desire,  if  possible,  te  keep  along  in  the  same 
neighborhood  with  him.  If  Carson  ever  respected  the  feelings  or  opinions  of 
others,  we  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  it,  hence  he  is  entitled  to  no  consideration 
at  our  hands,  and  won't  get  it,  Sir  Joseph's  ideas  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. I 

Bro.  Wheeler's  report  is  made  up  too  much  of  clippings — not  enough  Wheeler 
m  It. 

K/.  E.*.  Sir  Costello  Lippitt,  Grand  Commander ;  Secretary  and  Reporter  as 
before. 


CALIFORNIA— 1891. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco  April 
23d.  Sir  Samuel  Hopkins  Wagener,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  presided. 
Eleven  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  representatives  of  twenty-eight,  out  of 
thirty.  Subordinate  Commanderies,  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  excellent  paper.  * 'Never,  in  any  one 
year  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Body,"  he  says,  '*has  death  so  often  entered  its 
ranks.  Death,  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  as  the  remorseless, 
seizing  its  victims  and  pausing  not  for  tears  or  entreaties,  for  breaking  hearts  or 
desolated  homes.  *  *  *."  It  is  so  always  except  when  He,  who  conquered 
death  and  triumphed  over  the  grave,  exerts  His  almighty  power.  Were  it  not 
for  the  comforting  assurances  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  this  would  be,  indeed  a 
''vale  of  tears."  Thank  God  for  the  promise  of  re-union  with  the  loved  and  lost, 
after  we  too  shall  have  crossed  the  Jordan  af  Death. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  insists  that  Eminent  Com- 
manders should  wear  something  to  indicate  their  rank  as  well  as  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  honor  conferred  upon  them  by  their  brethren.     A  good  idea. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  reports  of  inspectors,  all  of  whom  performed  their 
duty  nobly. 

Grand  Recorder  Caswell  reports  2,553  affiliated  Sir  Knights  in  that  jurisdic- 
tion.    In  number  they  lead  us,  considerably. 

Our  old  friend  and  Doctor  is,  as  usual,  the  author  of  a  first-class,  all-wool-and-a 
yard-wide  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-nine 
Grand  Commanderies  are  digested,  as  only  Sir  Thomas  could  have  done  it.  Our 
pamphlet  for  1890  getting  more  than  we  deserve. 

Under  Maine,  we  find  this,  anent  the  "glorious  climate  of  California."  Frater 
Berry  comments : 

••We  have  often  wondered  how  Christmas  seemed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Southern  Hemisphere,  where  it  comes  in  summer,  and  the  whole  symbolism  is 
reversed.  Instead  of  being  a  rejuvenation  of  nature  it  is  the  turning  point  to- 
wards its  death.  Do  they  value  and  appreciate  the  festival  as  Northern  nations 
do?" 

We  of  California  are  not  of  the  ••  Southern  Hemisphere,"  but  we  live  in  a 
land  of  perpetual  summer.  As  we  write  these  lines  the  Christmas  bells  are 
ringing,  the  flowers  bloom  and  fill  the  air  with  fragrance,  the  birds  are  singinf 
in  the  trees,  and  troops  of  joyous  children  fill  the  street  and  make  the  air  echo 
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with  their  delighted  greetings  and  shouts  of  gladness.  With  us  it  is  the  rejuve- 
nation of  nature,  for  the  rains  have  come,  and  the  hills  and  vales  are  clothed  in 
richest  green,  and  countless  flowers  shed  their  fragrance  upon  the  air  and  de- 
light the  eye  with  their  beauty  and  variety.  Warm,  hearty  greetings  aie  ex- 
changed on  every  side ;  the  widow  and  orphan,  the  poor  and  needy,  the  sick 
and  afflicted,  even  the  criminals  in  our  jails  and  penitentiaries  are  not  forgotten ; 
the  hearts  of  our  people  are  opened,  and  liberal  provision  is  made  for  a  bounti- 
ful Christmas  dinner  tor  every  soul  who  is  uaable  to  provide  one  for  himself,  be 
he  Jew  or  Gentile,  Turk  or  Heathen,  criminal  or  deserving  poor — all  are  pro- 
vided for.  The  children  io  the  hospitals  and  asylums  are  toaded  with  toys  and 
other  presents  in  honor  of  the  day,  the  newsboys  and  street  gamins  are  ban- 
quetted,  and  the  words  of  the  Master,  **  Peace,  good  will  toward  men,"  are  gen- 
erally observed.  Christmas  trees  are  in  nearly  every  house  where  children  are 
found,  and  the  time  is  one  ot  general  rejoicing  and  good  cheer.  The  churches 
are  crowded,  and  the  pleasure  resorts  overflowing.  If  some  poor  fellow  takes 
too  large  a  dose  of  climate,  and  is  per  consequence  provided  with  lodgings  in  the 
city  prison,  the  police  judge,  taking  the  circumstances  into  account,  mercifully 
discharges  him  next  morning,  with  the  admonition ;  "Go,  and  sin  no  more.'' 
As  for  Frater  Swain's  question  relative  to  our  enjoyment  of  a  *'hot  Scotch,"  we 
will  say  that,  after  partaking  of  the  usual  Christmas  libatioa,  now  become  al- 
most universal  among  Templars  in  the  United  States,  we  enjoyed  a  hot  Scotch 
in  the  evening,  and  drank  it  without  fear  of  its  freezing  under  our  nose. 

Such  is  Christmas  in  California.  Dost  like  the  picture  ?  We  can  suffer  a 
great  deal  of  enjoyment  in  the  Golden  State,  without  the  snow,  and  ice  and 
frost  of  eastern  ctimes. 

He  quotes  largely  and   approvingly  from  Sir  Speed's  address,  and  hopes  that 

Carson   will  accept    the   "  olive  branch,"  and   that    the    Tomahawk   may   be 

buried.     He  also  quotes  freely  from  Sir  Cross'  address,  which  he  styles  elegant, 

and  this  is  part  of  what  he  says  of  your  Committee  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  as  usual,  was  prepared  by  Frater  £.-.  Geo. 
DeLap.  Like  all  the  reports  from  this  source,  it  is  an  excellent  paper  and  full  of 
interest  from  beginning  to  end.  It  would  have  been  fuller  had  California  been 
included  in  his  list,  but  it  is  just  our  **  dog-goned  "  luck  ;  those  whom  we  most 
wish  to  notice  us  are  the  very  ones  who  fail  to  receive  our  proceedings  ;  and 
this  makes  us  use  Scriptural  quotations,  not  usually  decanted  upon  in  Sunday 
Schools,  and  we  fall  back  in  disgust  upon  our  glorious  climate  for  relief.  Sir 
Knight  DeLap  is  a  victim  to  the  fearful  demon,  dyspepsia  ;  a  disease  that  dries 
up  the  fountains  of  human  sympathy,  and  makes  a  veritable  Sahara  of  man's 
nature.  But  even  in  Sahara,  there  are  little  green  spots ;  oases  in  the  desert, 
where  the  exhausted  traveler  may  lie  down  beneath  the  grateful  shade  of  the 
palm  trees,  quench  his  thirst  at  the  babbling  fountains,  and  refresh  himself  with 
the  fruits  that  grow  spontaneous  to  his  hand.  Deep  down  in  the  heart  of  Fra- 
ter DeLap  are  well-springs  of  fraternal  love  and  sympathy,  which  even  the 
scorching  fires  of  dyspepsia  cannot  dry  up  or  diminish  ;  and  although  he  ig- 
nores us,  and  refuses  to  take  our  medicine,  we  will  bear  with  him,  praying  that 
his  dyspeptic  devil  may  be  cast  into  utter  darkness. 

Thanks  for  the  kind  words.  Though  Sir  Thomas  is  a  mighty  poor  doctor,  he 
is  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  race  in  other  respects.  We  beg  to  assure  our 
brother  that  we  never  go  back  on  the  California  pamphlet.  It  is  one  of  our 
prime  favorites  and  will  always  have  a  place  at  the  head,  so  long  as  we  run  the 
machine. 

Under  Wisconsin,  and  talking  to  Swain,  he  says  : 

In  reviewing  our  report,  he  says : 

*'The  first  snag  we  run  against  is  the  fact  that  Caswell  has  such  an  overweening 
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{)ride  in  his  'climate'  that  he  is  ignorant  of  famous  people  oatside  of  his  State,  and 
ike  the  Texan,  who  when  *Now  I  lay  me'  was  repeated  to  him  for  the  Lord's 
prayer,  thought  it  all  right,  he  echoes  the  blunder  of  Smith  of  Illinois.  We 
were  intending  to  roast  Smith  for  it,  but  we  will  take  the  two  together,  and  Cas- 
well's pun  shan't  save  him.     Here  is  what  we  find  in  thfe  leview  of  Illinois  : 

<*  *In  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  *sweet  singer  of  Michigan,'  Mrs.  Ella 
Wheeler  Wilcox,  was  visiting  in  the  'Nutm^  State,'  and  had  written  a  beautiful 
poem  for  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  9,  he  says : 

**  *What  are  you  about,  Sir  Innes,  to  let  Ella  wander  so  far  from  home?' 

'*  We  know.  Sir  Knight  Innes  thinks  he's  a  Ella  ver  feller,  and  that  his  pro- 
tecting arm  extends  over  half  the  continent.' 

**We  remember,  during  the  war,  as  an  illustration  of  fame  and  glory,  an  officer 
was  shot  through  the  head,  his  name  was  spelled  wrong  in  the  dispatches,  and 
he  was  dismissed  from  the  service  without  leave.  The  above  is  about  as  bad. 
It  shows  that  both  Smith  and  Caswell  are  too  old  to  appreciate  "Poems  of  Pas- 
sion," etc.  The  idea  of  calling  Ella  the  *sweet  singer  of  Michigan,'  when  she 
was  indigenous  to  Wisconsin,  and  acquired  her  fame  here,  and  resided  among  us 
until  she  married  a  Connecticut  Yankee  I  We  will  admit  that  we  never  read  her 
poems,  but  we  will  resent  the  attempt  to  rob  us  of  the  glory  of  having  sent  her 
forth  to  the  world.  We  are  like  the  book-worm,  who  had  obtained  possession  of 
a  very  rare  old  work,  and  was  showing  it  with  great  pride  to  his  friend. 
*What  is  it  about?'  'I  don't  know,  but  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  have  it.'  Cas- 
well, we  will  trust  you  with  that  nunnery,  after  all." 

We  plead  guilty  to  the  indictment,  and  fs  a  penance  are  willing  to  take  charge 
of  the  nunnery,  provided  no  sighing  swain  is  allowed  to  come  around  and  inters 
tere  with  our  prerogatives. 

In  referring  to  the  fact  that  we  once  sat  on  the  judicial  bench,  he  rings  in  the 
following  old  chestnut  on  us  : 

**We  recently  saw  an  account  of  the  trial  at  the  time  when  he  was  one  of  the 
judges.  The  paper  had  the  name  wrong,  but  that  does  not  signify.  The  case  of 
the  horse-thief  had  gone  to  the  jury,  who  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  determina- 
tion to  acquit,  when  one  of  the  judges  tapped  at  the  door,  and  politely  requested 
them  to  hurry  up  with  the  verdict,  as  they  needed  the  room  to  /a^  out ikg  corpse,** 

In  referring  to  our  remarks  on  the  climate  of  Wisconsin,  he  says : 

*'We  are  doubtful  about  quoting  the  following  slander  on  our  Wisconsin  cli- 
mate, for  fear  that  when  Caswell  comes  here  to  the  Triennial,  in  1895,  ^^  can't 
find  a  room  big  enough  to  accommodate  all  who  will  want  to  get  in  to  see  him 
laid  out." 

He  quotes  it  all  the  same,  nevertheless,  and  leaves  us  to  take  the  chances 
of  being  *4aid  out"  in  '95.  Well,  we  can  only  say  that,  if  our  fraters  of  Wiscon- 
sin attempt  to  lay  us  out,  there  will  be  the  greaiiest drawtMig'  oj  badgers  that  ever 
took  place  in  that  neck  of  woods." 

Sir  Thomas  is  a  brick  but  we  must  drop  him  now. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  Asbury  Johnson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Reporter,  Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell,  as  before. 


GEORGIA— I  89  I. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Macon,  May  6th.  Sir  Azariah 
G.  Howard,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Seven  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  represented. 

The  exercises  commenced  with  a  rather  fulsome  address  of  welcome,  all  of 
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which  is  Buncombe.     Sundry  and  divers  Grand  Representatives,  ours  included, 
^ere  received  and  welcomed  by  the  R.*.  £.*.  in  the  following  words: 

**  Eminent  Sirs  :  It  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  me  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  great  State  of  Georgia,  to  receive  and  extend  you  a 
most  cordial  greeting  and  hearty  welcome  into  this  Grand  Body.  To  each  of 
you,  the  Grand  Representatives  of  our  sister  jurisdictions,  with  whom  I  am  glad 
to  say  we  enjoy  the  most  pleasant  fraternal  relations,  which  I  trust  will  never  be 
disturbed.  I  am  gratified  to  find  the  jurisdictions  so  ably  and  largely  represent- 
ed at  this  Conclave.  Your  duties  are  not  onorous,  but  your  trusts  are  important 
and  most  honorable,  and  I  hope  will  always  be  as  creditably  filled  as  by  your- 
selves. I  invite  you  to  seats  in  this  Grand  Body  and  to  a  full  participation  in  our 
exercises  and  deliberations,  and  hope  you  will  enjoy  your  communion  with  us  as 
we  shall  in  having  your  presence.  Please  convey  to  each  of  the  Grand  Bodies 
you  represent  our  Knightly  greeting  and  best  wishes  for  their  continued  pros- 
perity." 

The  nebulous  character  of  the  second  sentence  tloes  not  at  all  detract  from  the 
character  of  the  paper  when  we  consider  the  matter  under  consideration. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  epitome  of  his  administration,  in  which 
we  find  nothing  of  general  interest. 

Proceedings  local.  Finances  similar  to  ours.  Balance  in  Treasury,  $10.55  ! 
Total  membership,  571  ;  a  gain  of  58. 

Anent  the  matter  of  Correspondence  we  except  the  following  as  being  of  in- 
terest : 

INTERCHANGE  OF  MASONIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

V.'.  E.'.  Sir  Richard  J.  Nunn  offered  the  following  preambles  and  resolutions, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  which  he  offered  at  the  last  Annual  Grand  Con- 
clave, which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  In  the  make-up  of  the  American  System  of  Freemasonry^  there  is 
embraced  Bitte  or  Symbolic  Masonry^  with  its  reveral  Grand  Lodges  representing 
in  their  sovereignty  the  foundation  Rite ;  Capitular  Masonry,  represented  by  the 
Grand  Chapters,  and  their  confederation  into  a  General  Grand  Chapter;  Cryptic 
Masonry,  represented  by  the  Grand  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and 
their  confederation  into  a  General  Grand  Council ;  Templar  Masonry,  represented 
by  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar,  and  their  confederation  into  a 
Grand  Encampment;  7he  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  represented 
by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors  General  of  the  several  States  and  by  the 
Supreme  Councils  of  these  Inspectors  General  for  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  and 
for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  their  Territories  ;  and 

Whereas,  These  several  Bodies  exist  as  separate  organizations^  representing 
respectively  these  various  divisions  of  a  common  fraternity,  distinct  as  organiza- 
tions, but  one  as  a  brotherhood ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  believed  that  a  more  intimate  interchange  of  fraternal  courte- 
sies between  these  several  organizations,  and  the  establishment  of  some  legiti- 
mate channel  of  inter-communication  between  these  several  bodies  will  tend  to 
brighten  the  chains  that  bind  us  together,  serve  to  give  strength  to  that  union, 
enable  us  to  unite  or  to  concentrate  our  forces  and  powers  for  good  and  to  solidify 
the  entire  Commonwealth  of  Freemasonry. 

Therefore^  For  the  purpose  of  opening  a  channel  of  fraternal  inter-communi- 
cation between  the  several  organizations  entering  into  the  make-up  of  this 
American  system  and  for  the  establishment  of  more  intimate  fraternal  relations  ; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  some  steps  be  taken  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
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intercommunication  and  information  for  said   several  organizations,  as  to  the 
status  and  condition  of  the  same  for  the  jurisdictions  in  this  country. 

For  carrying  forward  this  object,  be  it  further 

Resolved^  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Grand  Recorder  in  the  distribution 
of  our  printed  proceedings,  do  send  three  copies  of  the  same  to  the  following 
(^rand  Bodies,  and  such  others  as  will  exchange : 

The  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M of  Georgia. 

The  Grand  Council,  R.  &  S.  M of  Georgia. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M of  Georgia. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M United  States  of  America. 

The  General  Grand  Council,   R.  &  S.  M United  States  of  America. 

And  one  copy  of  the  same  to — 

The  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General,  33°,  A.  &  A.  S.  R of  Georgia. 

The  Sovereign  Grand  Commander,  S.  J.,  S.  R United  States  of  America. 

The  Grand  Commander,  N.  J.,  A.  &  A.  S.  R United  States  of  America. 

Resolved^  That  the  above  and  foregoing  Bodies  and  Officers,  be  and  they  are 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  reciprocate  by  sending  severally  and  respectively, 
copies  of  their  printed  proceedings  to  our  Grand  Recorder  to  be  distributed  as 
are  the  printed  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Commanderies  in  Fraternal  Corres- 
pondence  with  this,  that  is,  one  to  the  library  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and 
one  copy  to  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  and  one  copy  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence  ;  furthermore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  include  in  their  several  reports,  from  year  to  year,  a  review  of 
the  printed  proceedings  ot  such  Bodies,  hereinbefore  designated,  as  may  be  re- 
ceived by  them  ;  furthermore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  various  Bodies  composing  this  American  system,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  respectfully  and  fraternally  requested,  to  give  this  matter  their 
earnest  attention,  and  to  lend  their  aid  in  opening  the  proposed  channel  of  infor- 
mation and  inter-communication  as  herein  proposed  by  the  adoption  of  this,  or 
some  other  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  end  ;     furthermore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Comm'*tee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  as  a  special  committee  by  this  Grand  Commandery  with  power 
and  instruction  to  communicate  with  the  several  Grand  Bodies  of  this  State,  and 
with  other  jurisdictions  included  within  the  scope  of  these  resolutions,  with  a 
view  to  the  consummation  of  the  object  herein  contemplated,  and  to  suggest  that 
the  CorresponHents  of  the  several  jurisdictions  be  requested  to  leview  respectively 
and  reciprocally  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Bodies  of  their  respective 
States  or  Territorial  Jurisdictions  ;  furthermore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee  report  progress  at  the  next  Annual  Convoca- 
tion of  this  Grand  Body,  and  thence  annually  continuing  their  work  from  time  to 
time  and  from  year  to  year. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  **  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle.'*  We  do  not  see 
that  any  practical  benefit  would  result.  However,  we  will  see  what  we  shall 
see. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a  triple-barreled  production,  being  the 
united  effort  of  Sirs  Orr,  Wheeler  and  Hayne,  and  considers  in  a  scissorial  way, 
the  doings  of  thirty-seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  our  own  for  1890  coming  in 
for  an  extended  notice.  The  Committee  pay  marked  attention  to  Sir  Speed's 
address,  and  say  it  * 'should  be  read  by  every  Sir  Knight."  Of  the  undersigned, 
they  say,  *'Sir  D.  seems  to  let  some  bodily  ill  feeling  find  vent  through  his  pen, 
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and  lets  a  little  venom  escape  now  and  then.     He  does  not  seem  to  enjoy  having 
the  fur  rubbed  the  wrong  way/* 

We  rise  to  a  question  of  inquiry  and  ask,  when,  under  the  canister  of  heaven, 
have  any  venomous  deliverances  appeared  over  our  signature  ?  We  do  not  recall 
them  I  Never  have  written  what  we  would  not  say  to  the  fellow's  face,  and 
always  in  the  kindest  and  most  fraternal  manner  and  spirit.  Nor  do  we  at  all 
object  to  the  direction  in  which  the  hair  is  rubbed,  but  if  we  have  any  preference 
it  is  for  the  wrong  way,  as  they  understand  it.  It  makes  things  interesting  and 
spicy.  We  clip  their  opening,  which,  we  regret  to  say,  is  also  their  valedictory. 
They  make  a  good  team,  and  Georgia  had  better  keep  thepi : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia : 

If  this  was  not  '*  positively  the  last  appearance"  of  this  Committee,  it  would 
make  suitable  apology  for  the  crude  work  presented  as  its  maiden  effort. 

Fortunately  brilliant  editorial  talent  is  hardly  expected  in  a  shoemaker,  cotton 
spinner  or  banker,  so  we  present  our  work,  such  as  it  is,  with  the  hope  that  the 
'^clippings"  may  include  items  of  interest  to  our  fraters  of  this  jurisdiction. 

One  member  of  the  committee  feels  that  we  have  used  the  scissors  too  freely. 
Another,  commenting  after  the  work  was  completed,  was  of  the  opinion  they 
could  still  be  used  to  advantage.  We  have  derived  infinite  pleasure,  as  well  as 
much  information,  reading  after  the  brilliant  reportorial  staff,  who  compose  the 
present  corps  of  correspondents,  and  it  is  with  much  personal  regret  that  pressure 
of  business  will  cause  us  to  sever  our  humble  connection  therewith. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  K.  Orr, 
Charles  D.  Wheeler, 
L.  C.  Hayne, 

Committee. 

Having  devoted  more  space  to  Georgia  than  her  share,  we  close. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Richard  J.  Nunn  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Samuel  P.  Hamilton, 

Grand  Recorder ;  and  E.*.  Sir  Roland  B.  Hall,  Correspondent. 


ILLINOIS— 1890. 


The  Thirty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  Asylum  of  Apollo  Commandery, 
No.  I,  Chicago,  October  28,  R.*,  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  Mayhew  Moulton,  Grand  Com- 
mander, presiding.  A  large  delegation  from  the  Subordinates  and  a  long  list  of 
Past  Grand  Of!icers  were  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  voluminous,  is  well  written  and 
'^strictly  business"  from  end  to  end.  Appropriate  mention  is  made  and  eloquent 
tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knighly  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdic- 
tions. Anent  the  mater  of  those  useful  and  ornamental  appendages,  *'Grand  Rep- 
resentatives," he  notes  the  commendable  action  of  Sir  Will  Paxton  (we  are  glad 
Pax  has  done  something  to  meet  commendation),  and  makes  suggestions  in  the 
following  strain  : 

It  is  proper  that  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Knights  J.  S.  Carr  and  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  respectively  our  Representatives  near  the 
Grand  Commanderies  of  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi,  favored  me  with  an 
early  report,  in  advance  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Conclaves  of 
their  respective  Grand  Commanderies.     This  is  a  procedure  which  I  would  fra- 
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temally  recommend  to  the  Representatives  here  present,  of  other  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  to  pursue,  and  can  assure  them  that  their  considerate  action  in  this 
regard  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commanders  whom  they 
represent. 

All  of  which  is  sound  sense.  As  a  preface  to  a  recommendation  to  the  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies  to  indulge  in  a  little  dress-parade  pieiy,  in  "Circular  No. 
2,"  he  gives  voice  to  the  following  beautiful  thoughts  and  sentiments: 

Greeting  :  Amid  all  the  mighty  changes  among  men  and  things  which  the 
world  has  witnessed  since  onr  Saviour  came  on  earth,  in  the  performance  of  his 
mission  of  love  and  mediation,  the  light  of  the  Christian's  faith  has  steadfastly 
beamed  forth  for  the  enlightenment  and  salvation  of  erring  humanity.  Gradually 
but  surely  it  is  spreading  its  effulgent  rays  over  the  entire  human  race,  and  extend- 
ing to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  The  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues  is 
multiplying  in  the  land.  Our  beloved  Order  is  aiding  most  nobly  in  the  cause. 
As  Knights  of  the  Temple,  we  are  Solders  of  the  Cross.  The'  Beauseant  of  our 
Order  is  the  Standard  of  Christianity.  The  story  of  the  maryrdom  on  the  cross, 
the  conquered  Sepulcher,  and  the  final  Triumphant  Ascension  into  Heaven  of 
that  perfect  man,  who  died  that  all  other  men  might  have  everlasting  life,  is 
familiar  to  you  all. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  we  as  Knights  Templar  especially  commemorate  the 
anniversary  ef  one  or  both  of  these  Divine  triumphs  over  mortality  and  the  grave. 
Therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  custom,  etc. 

In  all  of  which  we  concur,  except  the  "custom."  We  note  among  "special 
dispensations,"  several  to  Commanderies  desiring  to  attend  and  participate 
in  '^Ascension  Day"  services  under  the  auspices  oiJacks<m  Lodge^  A,  F,  &*  A,  MJ 
It  appears  from  this  that  "uniformed  piety"  is  becoming  quite  popular,  and  that 
there  is  considerable  sectarianism  in  one,  at  least,  of  the  Blue  Lodges  of  the 
Sucker  State. 

We  also  note,  with  entire  satisfaction,  the  complete  absence  of  buncombe  dis- 
pensations. His  decisions  are  sound  and  his  whole  administration  an  honor  to 
himself  and  worthy  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

Reports  were  made  by  each  of  the  staff  as  inspecting  officers.  Proceedings 
local.     Order  in  excellent  condition  in  all  respects. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  Jno.  Carson  Smith ;  is 
quite  voluminous,  covering  115  pages,  and  is  as  good  as  it  is  long.  Most  of  the 
Templar  world  comes  in  for  courteous  attention;  our  own  pamphlet  for  1890 
among  the  number.  Two  pages  are  devoted  to  clippings  from  Sir  Speed's  address, 
which  he  characterizes  as  "a  document  every  way  worthy  of  the  noble  spirit 
and  great  heart  of  our  esteemed  frater — our  Fred.,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Speed."  He  also 
has  a  pleasant  word  for  this  Committee,  which  is  appreciated. 

They  are  building  in  Chicago  an  eighteen-story  Masonic  Temple.  While  com- 
mending their  energy  and  go-ahead-aliveness  we  beg  to  be  excused  from  visiting 
either  the  building  (inside)  or  the  Bodies  that  meet  in  it.  A  three  or  four-story 
IS  high  enough  for  us. 

R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Joseph  Edward  Dyas,  is  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Gilbert  W. 
Barnard,  Grand  Recorder ;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  C.  Smith,  Correspondent. 


ILLINOIS  — 1891. 

The  Thirty-Fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,   October  29th    and 
30th.     R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.     There  were 


1892]        BSPOBT  ON  FBATIBNAI.  C0RRS8P0NDEM0E.  37 

present  sixteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty-nine  Grand  Representatives 
(ours  included),  thirty*four  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  the  Representatives 
of  fifty-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  short,  well-written  business  paper.  Appropriate  and  eloquent 
tribute  is  paid  to  the  magnanimous  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions;  par- 
ticular and  special  mention  being  made  of  the  worth  and  merit  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  Norman  J.  Cassette.  The  loss  of  such  a  man  is  a  bereavement  of  the 
Order  and  Masonry  everywhere.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

We  copy  his  decisions  in  full : 

DECISIONS. 

1.  upon  a  member  of  a  Commandery  being  summoned  to  pay  dues,  he  an- 
swered that  two  years  before  he  presented  to  the  Recorder  a  proper  application 
for  a  dimit,  and  that  at  that  time  he  was  not  in  arrears  for  dues ;  was  in, all  respects 
entitled  to  a  dimit,  and  that  the  dues  now  claimed  have  accrued  since  that  time. 
It  also  appeared  that  the  Recorder  never  presented  the  application  for  dimit.  Held, 
that  the  Sir  Knight  not  having  made  application  foradimitjinopen  Commandery, 
he  remained  a  member  thereof  and  was  subject  to  the  payment  of  dues. 

2.  The  Grand  Commandery  cannot  recognize  any  agreement  between  a  char- 
tered Commandery  and  a  proposed  Commandery  as  to  division  of  territory.  That 
the  consent  to  form  a  new  Commandery  must  be  unconditionally  given  by  the 
chartered  Commandery,  if  given  at  all. 

3.  That  a  Knight  Templar  is  entitled  to  Templar  burial  when  it  is  requested 
by  his  family  after  his  death,  even  thofigh  at  the  time  of  his  death  charges  were 
pending  against  him. 

4.  That  where  an  application  for  recommendation  to  form  a  new  Commandery 
shall  be  read  at  a  stated  Conclave,  made  a  matter  of  record  and  ordered  to  lie 
over  until  the  next  stated  Conclave  such  action  is  equivalent  to  receiving  it,  within 
the  meaning  of  paragraph  4,  section  15,  Statutes  of  Grand  Commandery,  and  no 
formal  vote  to  receive  the  application  is  requisite. 

And  regret  to  demur  to  Nos.  i  and  3.  Both  look  fair  and  right  on  their  faces, 
but  there  is  a  nameless  something  about  them — the  latter  in  particular — which 
we  do  not  like..  It  was  wrong  to  make  the  brother  suffer  for  the  failure  of  the 
Recorder  to  do  his  duty,  and  it  is  wrong  to  bury  with  Templar  honors,  one  who 
is  not  under  the  tongue  of  good  report. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  grand  shape.  Correspondence  covers  105  pages, 
is  all  good  reading,  and  is  the  work  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  J.  Carson 
Smith.  This  is  Bro.  Smith's  third  report,  but  it  is  better  than  our  tenth.  He 
devotes  a  page  and  a  half  to  ns,  and  asks  Sir  Frederic,  **  Where  are  your  remarks. 
Sir  Knight  Speed  ?  How  can  you  go  back  on  the  genial  DeLap  ?"  To  which 
we  reply,  that  naught* but  laziness  prevented  the  appearance  of  said  remarks — a 
chronic  disease  with  Fred.  We  beg  to  say  that  it  was  no  fault  of  ours  that  Illinois 
was  omitted  from  last  report.  We  are  sorry,  always,  when  she  is  absent.  We  would 
like  to  devote  more  space  to  Illinois  and  Bro.  Smith,  but  both  have  already  re- 
ceived their  full  quota. 

R.*.  £.*.  SirS.O.  Spring  is  Grand  Commander  ;  E.'.  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand 
Recorder;  and  Past  Grand  Commander,  Jno.  C.  Smith,  is  continued  as  Corres- 
pondent. 
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INDIANA— 1891. 

The  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  was  held  at  Terre  Haute,  April  21st.  R.*.  E.*. 
Sir  Henry  A.  Lancaster,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Thirteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  about  fifty  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  Representatives  from 
thirty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  addrefts  is  quite  lengthy,  well  written  and  contains  a 
faithful  account  of  his  stewardship.  Much  space  is  occupied  by  appropriate 
mention  of  those  whose  earthly  house  and  tabernacle  have  been  dissolved  and 
been  exchanged  for  a  ^'building  of  God ;  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  Heavens."     Peace  to  their  ashes. 

He  issued  sundry  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes,  if  we  except  those 
authorizing  a  display  of  uniformed  piety  and  armed  religion.  It  is  barely  possi> 
ble  that  we  are  somewhat  presumptions  in  expressing  our  condemnation  of  this 
sort  of  thing,  as  it  is  no  particular  business  of  ours,  and  it  may  be  wrong  for  us 
to  assume  the  office  of  judge.  If  so,  we  are  sorry.  His  decisions  are  sound  sense 
and  good  law.  A  thorough  inspection  of  each  Commandery  in  the  State  by  two 
of  his  staflF  was  had.  The  order  is  in  a  healthy  and  excellent  condition.  Total 
membership,  2,878 ;  a  gain  of  60.     Proceedings  local.     Cash  account  all  right. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  123  pages,  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  N.  R.  Ruckle,  m  which  he  pays  his  respecis  to  the  transactions  of 
forty  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  all  which  aie  courteously  and  ably  considered.  Mis- 
sissippi for  1890  getting  six  pages.  He  clips  largely  from  Sir  Speed's  address 
and  hits  this  Committee  a  lick  **below  the  belt,"  as  witness  the  following: 

**He  allowed  others  to  go  to  Bosting  on  *Bunker  Hill  Day.'  Wonder  what 
there  is  about  B.  H.  D.  to  make  it  a  Masonic  occasion  more  than  'Decoration 
Day'  is,  which  latter  the  Grand  Lodge  had  declared  was  not  such  an  occasion. 
He  declined,  very  much  to  his  credit,  though  very  much  against  his  will,  to  allow 
one  of  his  detachments  to  join  with  a  G.  A.  R.  Post  in  the  observance  of  'Memo- 
rial Day.'  It  has  always  looked  siupid  to  me  to  see  the  fuss  made,  both  North 
and  South,  over  the  last  renting  places  of  their  soldier  dead  and  the  serene  com- 
placency with  which  they  they  allow  the  widows  and  children  of  those  same  dead 
soldiers  to  ^scratch  gravel,'  as  the  saying  is,  for  their  daily  bread.  There  is  lots 
of  buncombe  in  the  world." 

And  there  is  no  finer  specimen  than  in  the  concluding  lines  of  the  above  ex- 
tract. To  us  the  sentiment  is  very  familiar,  and  (with  the  exception  of  DeLap) 
we  have  never  heard  it  from  the  lips  of  one  who  would  either  honor  the  dead  or 
assist  the  living. 

The  trouble  about  Bro.  Nicholas  is,  that  he  either  does  not  know  what  **bun- 
combe"  is,  or  he  don't  know  the  character  of  the  undersigned.  If  he  denies  the 
correctness  of  our  remarks,  which  he  quotes,  or  claims  that  it  is  proper  or  right 
in  any  sense,  for  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  to  be  running  around  as  escort  or 
anything  else,  to  the  G.  A.  R.^or  on  Memorial  Days,  ///  has  no  conception  of  the 
character  and  mission  of  the  institution. 

We  are  disposed  to  regret  ihe  fact  that  Sir  Nicholas  is  not  in  accord  with  us  on 
these  matters,  but  it  cannot  be  helped. 

Sirlrvin  B.Webber  is  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  H.  Smythe, 
Grand  Recorder;  R.\  E.*.  Sir  N.  R.  Ruckle,  Correspondent. 
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IOWA— 1891. 

The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  mef  at  Temple  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  July  14.  R.*. 
E.'.  Jas.  A.  Guest,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  Alf.  Wingate,  Grand 
Recorder.  Thirty-eight  out  of  the  fifty-two  Subordinate  Commanderies  weie 
represented.  The  G.  C.'s  address  is  quite  voluminous,  and  is  a  well-written  tC' 
sume  of  his  official  acts.     We  copy  the  following  from  his  opening  ; 

•*  We  rejoice  lo-day  that  as  Knights  Templar  we  are  no^  judged  by  any  stand- 
ard or  creed.  That  we  are  not  muzzled  by  any  conference  or  convention  ;  but 
that  each  individual  Sir  Knight  is  given  the  liberty  to  think  under  the  law  of 
truth  ;  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  independent  con- 
science. Our  glorious  order  is  not  the  creature  of  any  locality,  nationality,  or 
temporary  emergency,  but  is  under  the  leadership  of  God  and  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Under  the  binner  which  bears  the  motto,  **  Love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself,"  we  are  marching  on,  resolved  to  gain  new  victories  in  the  pilgri- 
mage of  life." 

And  deny,  in  toto,  the  two  first  counts  in  the  paragraph.  We  are^  if  we  are 
true  Templars,  judged  by  a  creed,  and  that  creed  is,  the  Divine  nature  of  God, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  If  we  are  true  Templars  we  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  that  there  is  no  other 
name  given  in  heaven  or  among  men  whereby  man  can  can  be  saved.  li  this  is 
not  a  creed,  what  is  it  ?  If  any  of  our  Iowa  Commanderies  have  members  who 
do  not  subscribe  to  this  creed  it  will  be  in  order  to  give  them  the  grand  bounce! 
Had  the  R.\  E.'.  been  talking  of  the  Blue  Lodge  his  lemarks  would  have  been 
all  right,  but  as  the  case  stands,  they  were  all  lyrong.  The  Commandery  is  not 
a  corral  ior  free  thinkers,  nor  lunatics  of  any  sort. 

We  note  that  **  Cerneau"  Masonry  is  getting  to  be  a  disturbing  element  in 
Iowa,  the  G.  L.  of  that  State  having  taken  up  the  sword  against  it.  All  this 
looks  extremely  stupid  to  us.  What  right  has  Masonry  to  say  to  what  other  Or- 
der I  may  belong  ?  It  would  be  just  as  sensible  for  the  Order  to  place  some  one, 
or  more,  of  the  religious  denominations  under  the  ban  and  forbid  our  belong- 
ing to  them.  If  Masonry,  after  the  manner  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  is  going  to 
resort  to  persecution  of  its  rivals,  it  will  soon  come  to  grief,  while  they  will  grow 
and  prosper.  Best  pay  no  attention  to  these  side-shows ;  it  helps,  does  not  injure 
them. 

The  address  is  almost  entirely  local  in  its  references.  Proceedings  ponderous 
but  local.  Order  in  excellent  shape.  Total  membership,  3,789.  The  pam- 
phlet is  adorned  with  portraits  of  R.*.  E.*.  Sirs  Guest,  Parvin  and  Lebbingwell, 
Past  Grand  Commanders. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  again  from  the  head,  heart  and  mechanical  con- 
trivances of  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  W,  I.  Babb.  It  is  ponderous,  grand,  imposing  and  in- 
teresting. Thirty-three  pamphlets  are  digested  in  this  able  paper,  our  own  for 
1S90  among  the  number.  He  characterizes  Sir  Fred's  address  as  **  an  exceed- 
ingly able  and  brilliant"  one,  and  copies  a  goodly  share  of  it.  He  says  some 
flattering  things  of  your  Committee  which  are  fully  appreciated.  The  evidences 
of  love  and  affection  (or  Sir  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  by  our  brethren  of  Iowa,  and  ]>ar- 
ticularly  Bro.  Babb,  is  phenomenal.  At  the  same  time  there  is  a  vein  of  Chris- 
tian charity  for  the  fiery  old  Crusader  apparent  all  along.  We  clip  Bro.  B.*s  re- 
view of  Ohio  correspondence  for  your  delectation  : 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Enoch  T.  Carson  devotes  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  pages  to  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Bodies.  Iowa  has 
ten  of  these.  His  love  for  us  does  not  seem  to  grow  with  advancing  years.  Last 
year  we  closed  our  review  of  Ohio  by  stating  that  as  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  con- 
trolling factor  in  Templar  Masonry,  we  had  no  farther  quarrel  with  him.  It  is  in 
this  spirit  that  we  will  attempt  to  review  this  report,  overlooking  the  snarls  at 
Iowa  and  her  correspondent,  except  to  call  his  attention  to  one  or  two  facts  that 
he  has  seemingly  overlooked. 

In  referring  to  our  report  written  in  1889  he  says: 

**  It  is  a  pity  that  after  the  Grand  Encampment  disposed  of  their  case  as  it  did, 
and  so  utterly  squelched  all  his  arguments  against  the  authority  and  action  of 
the  Grand  Master,  that  he  didn't  suppress  his  report." 

The  learned  Sir  Knight  must  know  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Grand  Master  did  report :  **  We  are  constrained  to  think  that  there  7vas  mo  sufficient 
cause  for  the  Grand  Master  to  pronounce  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  ana  all 
Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience  in  a  state  of  disloyalty  and  rebellion,^'* 

This  was  the  doctrine  for  which  we  argued,  largely,  and  we  feel  glad  to  know 
that  the  Grand  Encampment  adopted  this  v:ew.  It  does  not  sound  much  like 
the  denunciations  from  the  correspondent  from  Ohio.  Will  Sir  Knight  Carson 
correct  the  error  into  which  he  seems  to  have  fallen? 

Again  he  says : 

**  Under  Indiana  he  opens  up  the  case  again,  Iowa  vs.  Grand  Master  Roome. 
And  after  elaborate  argument  apparemly  succeeds  in  satisfying  himself  that 
Grand  Master  Roome  had  no  such  powers  as  h^  exercised,  though  he  was  sus- 
tained by  the  highest  court  of  appeal  we  have  in  Templary — the  Grand  En- 
campment." ' 

In  error  again,  as  the  Committee  reported  and  the  Grand  Encampment  adopt- 
ed the  report,  as  shown  above,  in  which  they  say  they  are  constrained  to  think 
that  the  Grand  Master  had  no  right  to  act  as  he  did  in  in  issuing  his  famous 
edict.     Please  correct  this  unintentional  error. 

Again  he  adds : 

**  Did  they  show  afterwards  that  they  were  not  guilty  as  charged  and  convicted 
by  the  Grand  Master  ?  The  Grand  Encampment  affirmed  this,  and  found  that 
they  were  guilty.  Then  where  was  the  injustice  done  in  this  particular  case  ?  It 
can  only  be  said  that  it  was  a  post-mortem  trial  by  the  Grand  Encampment." 

Did  you  ever  read  the  report?  The  Committee  reported  and  the  Grand  En- 
campment adopted  it,  in  \^  hich  they  say  the  action  of  Iowa  cannot  be  considered 
**  contumacious  or  rebellious." 

We  will  clip  one  thing  more  from  his  review  of  Iowa.  They  are  his  partiag 
words : 

*'  In  this  connection  we  would  like  to  ask  why  it  is  that  the  Knights  Templar 
of  Iowa  have  not  been  made  acquainted  with  the  six  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  disposing  of  their  case  ?  Why  are 
they  kept  in  ignorance  of  what  was  really  done  ?  The  publication  of  these 
resolutions  would  be  very  damaging  to  much  of  the  fairy  tale  Templar  literature 
with  which  they  have  been  flooded.  Our  motto  is,  and  we  trust  ever  will  be, 
*  Magna  est  Veritas.^  " 

We  think  we  have  seen  that  motto  before,  and  are  truly  glad  you  have  at  last 
adopted  it. 

You  know  full  well  that  the  six  resolutions  referred  to  were,  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  embodied  in  full  in  our  report  last  year.  Do  not  worry  ever 
Iowa  Sir  Knights ;  they  have  had  the  full  report  and  resolutions. 
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Now  for  your  motto.  Will  you  do  as  much  for  the  Sir  Knights  of  Ohio,  and 
print  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  full  upon  the  subject  as  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  ?  That  is  fair.  Let  Templars  read  for  themselves  just  what 
was  done  and  it  is  worth  more  than  pages  of  denunciations  and  assertions. 
Enough  of  this ;  we  will  take  up  a  few  other  subjects  found  in  this  report. 

In  his  review  of  Canada,  in  speaking  of  the  American  ritual  as  compared 
with  the  English  and  Canadian,  he  says : 

*•  We  have  said  in  our  former  reports  that  there  is  more  of  the  early  "Dunck- 
erly)  ceremonial  retained  in  the  Templar  ritual  as  generally  practiced  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  than  there  is  in  the  present  English  or  Canadian  ceremonials. 

'*The  early  English  Templar  ceremonial  was  a  most  uncouth,  incoherent  jum- 
ble. It  is  probable  that  it  was  this  ceremonial  that  was  used  when  the  order 
was  introduced  into  the  country  in  the  last  century.  The  emblems  upon  old 
American  patents,  seals,  etc.,  such  as  the  ladder,  the  human  skull  and  saw,  the 
lamb,  cock,  etc.,  indicate  this.  Of  these  emblems  only  the  skull  is  now  retained 
in  our  American  rituals,  and  there  is  no  explanation  of  it.  The  English  and 
Canadian  rituals  retain  and  explain  all  of  them. 

**  The  *  grievous  heavy  burden,*  which  the  neophyte  bore  upon  his  back,  and 
which  was  a  remarkable  and  striking  [feature  in  the  early  English  ritual,  is  no 
longer  retained  in  any  of  them. 

**  The  ritual  has  been  revised  several  times  in  England.  Canada  has  a  ritual 
adapted  from  the  English.  Both  differ  materially  in  ceremonial,  but  not  in 
doctrine,  from  the  early  ritual.  The  American  ritual  was  introduced  substan- 
tially in  its  present  form  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

*'Both  the  English  and  Canadian  rituals  especially  the  latter,  ^re  superior  in 
style  and  ceremonial  to  our  own." 

We  heartily  endorse  his  views  as  embodied  in  this  extract,  as  to  the  policy  of 
restricting  the  establishment  of  Commanderies : 

**  We  fully  endorse  every  word  of  the  foregoing.  We  are  making  too  many 
Commanderies,  consequently  they  are  financially  poor  and  not  able  to  present 
the  orders  with  that  eclat  and  solemn  and  impressive  grandeur  that  they  should 
be.  Fewer  Commanderies  and  more  grandeur  of  costume,  scenery,  machinery, 
music,  etc.,  in  conferring  the  orders  would  add  much  to  the  fame  of  the  order. 

As  to  physical  perfection,  he  says,  with  emphasis  peculiarly  his  own  : 

"  O  Lord  1  how  long  will  this  barbarbarous  relic,  physical  perfection,  wise  in 
its  time,  continue  to  dishonor  the  Masonic  escutcheon  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury ?" 

There  are  other  things  of  interest  in  this  report,  but  we  must  not  extend  this 
review : 

"  Like  the  rest  of  us.  Sir  Knight  Carson  has  his  virtues  as  well  as  his  faults, 
and  we  have  endeavored  to  recognize  that  fact  in  writing  this  review,  and  have 
not  gone  into  unnecessary  controversy  over  questions  of  the  past." 

We  would  like  to  devote  more  space  to  this  report,  but  must  forbear.     Sir  W. 

F.  Cleveland  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent 

continued. 


KANSAS— 1891. 


The  Twenty-third  Annual  was  held  at  Parsons,  May  12th,  Sir  Geo.  W.  Port, 
R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Cammander,  presiding.  Twenty-four  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries were  represented.  ^ 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  comprehensive  epitome  of 
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his  administration.     In  it  we   find  nothing   to  find  fault  with.     He  issued  no 

stultifying  dispensations. 

From  his  decisions  we  clip  the  following,  which  we  shall  entitle,  "A  Speci* 

men  of  Kansas  Knightly  Courtesy  :  " 

*'  During  the  past  year  I  have  received  from  Sir  E.  B.  Fowler,  Seattle,  Wash  , 
communications,  in  which  he  sets  forth  the  fact  that  during  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  1888,  Newton  Commandery,  No.  9,  suspended  him  for  non-payment  of  dues  ; 
after  which,  and  before  leaving  Newton  for  Washington,  the  Commandery  re- 
ceived and  receipted  to  him  for  $11.70,  in  full  for  dues  and  special  assessments. 
After  which,  the  Commandery  having  refused  to  reinstate  him  and  grant  him  a 
dimity  he  appeals  to. me  for  advice  in  the  matter.  As  this  is  a  case  which  is  en- 
tirely new  to  me,  and  there  being  no  law  on  the  subject,  I  suggest  that  it*  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence." 

Which  was  done,  and  the  Committee  reported,  <*no  cause  of  action*' — in  other 
words,  endorsed  this  summary  and  un-Knightly  method  of  getting  rid  of  obnox- 
ious members.  Another  case  of  stultification,  Bro.  Brown !  Sorry  we  are,  but 
tnagna  estveritat  et  prevaUhii. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  fine  condition. 

The  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  Sir.  Brown,  in  which  he  digests 
the  doings  of  thirty-seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1890  getting 
three  pages.  He  says  Sir  Speed's  address  **  is  a  very  able  production."  He 
makes  copious  extracts  therefrom  and  from  our  minutes.  He  has  this  to  say  of 
our  report : 

Our  proceedings  for  1889  receive  attention,  all  courteous  enough,  except 
where  he  charges  our  Grand  Commander  with  stultifying  himself  by  permitting 
a  Commandery  to  form  in  the  ceremonies  on  Memorial  day.  Such  language  is 
not  Knightly,  .however  much  a  reviewer  may  deprecate  such  dispensations. 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

<<  That  the  Fort  Scott  &  Natchez  Railroad  is  now  being  built  and,  when  fin- 
ished, this  scribe,  if  spared  to  see  the  time,  will  take  a  trip  to  Kansas  City  and 
shake  the  hand  of  our  friend  and  Sir  John." 

Come  up,  Sir,  and  you  will  receive  a  kind  welcome. 

We  beg  to  suggest  that  the  truth  is  always  Knightly^  and  that  is  what  our  lan- 
guage conveyed.  We  feel  duly  grateful  for  the  rather  frigid  respone  to  our 
proposition  to  visit  our  brother. 

Sir  W.  S.  Corbett  is  R.*.  E  *.  Grand  Commander;  John  H,  Brown,  Recorder 
and  Reporter. 


K  E  N  T  U  C  K  Y— 1 8  9  0-^9  i . 

Two  special  Conclaves  were  held,  the  first,  November  nth,  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  to  Past  Grand  Commander,  Hiram  Bassett,  and  the  second,  April  Sth, 
1891,  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  Commander,  Samuel  S.  Parker.  How 
are  the  mighty  fallen  ! 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Frankfort,  May  27th.  A  prcK 
cession  was  formed  and  marched  to  the  first  Presbyterian  Church,  where  some 
ariped  and  uniform  devotion  was  indulged  in.  After  which  the  procession  re- 
formed and  returned  to  the  Asylum,  where  Sir  Knight  J.  Proctor  Knott,  who  at 
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one  time  indulged  in  a  few  entertaining  remarks  about  Duluth^  made  an  address 
of  welcome,  which  was  worthy  of  its  distinguished  author.     Can  we  say  more  ? 

Grand  Commandery  was  then  opened,  Grand  Commanner  Wm.  H.  Meffert  pre' 
siding.  Twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented.  The  address  is  a 
full  and  well  written  resume  of  his  official  acts  and  utterances.  He  says:  ''The 
past  year  has  been  marked  by  an  unusual  activity  in  the  growth  of  Templar  Ma- 
sonry within  our  Jurisdiction."     Peace  and  harmony  prevail. 

Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  the  many  numerous  dead  of  his  own  and  othe^^ 
commands.  Peace  to  their  ashes.  His  decision  is  sound  if  he  states  the  law 
correctly,  which  we  do  not  doubt,  but  the  law  is  a  poor  one.  Notice  and  sum- 
mons  to  attend  the  January  Conclave,  stand  his  trial  or  pay  his  dues.  We  don't 
believe  in  suspending  by  resolution.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate 
purposes. 

He  has  this  in  relation  to  the  **Home  :'*  "The  eyes  of  the  Masonic  world  have 
been  upon  us,  anxiously  watching  and  praying  that  the  undertaking  would  prove 
successful  and  enduring — until  now  the  most  doubting  has  been  convinced  of  the 
feasibility  of  organized  charity." 

Proceedings  local.  Finances  healthy.  Net  gain  in  membership  since  1880, 
559.  Our  old  friend.  Sir.  Woodruff,  is  again  to  the  front  with  an  excellent  re- 
port on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  forty*one  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  receive  courteous  attention,  Mississippi  for  1890,  getting  six  pages* 
over  two-thirds  of  which  are  devoted  to  Sir  Speed's  address.  We  would  like  to 
devote  more  time  to  Sir  Charles,  but  as  we  had  a  chill  and  a  night-sweat  last  night, 
do  not  feel  well,  and  he  will  excuse  us. 

Sir  Jno.  H.  Pruett  is  R.\  £.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Lorenzo  Dow  Croninger, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  Chas.  Rankin  Woodruff,  Reporter. 


LOUISIANA— 1891. 

The  28th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  February  13.  Sir  D. 
A.  DePass,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder.  There 
was  in  attendance  quite  an  array  of  P.  G.  Commanders  and  Grand  Representa- 
tives.    Only  three  subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  covering  less  than  three  pages 
of  the  pamphlet.  He  reports  having  marshalled  the  Templars  of  New  Orleans 
on  **Ascension  Day"  **for  the  purpose  of  making  a  pilgrimage  to  Trinity  church, 
there  to  offer  up  our  devotions  (?)  to  the  ever-living  God."     Yes,  perhaps! 

If  the  husks  with  which  the  ''Prodigal  Son"  was  fain  to  fill  his  belly  were  no 
more  satisfying  or  nutritious  to  his  physical  nature  than  this  sort  of  food  is  to  the 
spiritual  requirements  of  our  race,  then  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  P.  S. 
got  up  and  dusted  for  home ! 

Nothing  further  of  general  interest  in  the  address.  Proceedings  local.  Bal- 
ance in  Treasury,  $211.50. 

Sir  A.  S.  Badger  is  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 
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MAINE— 1891. 

The  40th  Annual  was  held  at  Portland,  May  7th.  R.-.  £.■.  Sir  Edwin  M.  Fnl- 
ler,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  Eighteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  were 
represented. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy,  containing,  as  it  does,  a 
summary  of  his  official  acts  and  deliverances.  The  death  roll  is  large  and  proper 
mention  is  made  of  the  virtues  and  worth  of  the  departed.  In  a  circular  announc- 
ing  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Captain-General,  Silas  Alden,  we  find  the  following, 
*'  which,"  the  R-.*  £.-.  says,  <*  he  was  wont  to  add  to  his  Masonic  cards  in  his 
later  years'* : 

MY  WISH. 

"  May  the  blessing  of  God  wait  upon  thee,  and  the  sun  of  glory  shine  around 
thy  head.  May  the  gates  of  plenty,  honor  and.  happiness  be  always  open  to  thee 
and  thine.  May  no  strife  disturb  thy  days  nor  sorrows  distress  thy  nights  ;  may 
angels'  hands  thy  eyelids  close,  and  the  pillow  of  peace  kiss  thy  cheek ;  and  when 
length  of  years  make  thee  tired  of  earthly  joys  and  the  curtains  of  death  gently 
close  round  the  scenes  of  thy  existence,  may  the  angels  of  God  attend  thy  bed, 
and  take  care  that  the  expiring  lamp  of  light  shall  not  receive  one  rude  blast  to 
hasten  its  extinction. 

*'  I  expect  to  pass  through  this  world  but  once.  Any  good  thing,  therefore, 
that  I  can  do,  or  any  kindness  I  can  show  to  any  fellow  human  being,  let  me  do 
it  now.     Let  me  not  defer  or  neglect  it,  for  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again." 

A  benediction,  sublime  in  its  scope,  and  Christ-like  in  its  brotherly  love.  He 
issued  a  long  list  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  legitimate  purposes. 

The  custom  Aat  obtained,  in  Maine,  for  the  Grand  Commander  to  serve  two 
terms,  and  to  this  the  R.  E.  objects,  as  being  unjust  to  those  below  who,  in  pass- 
ing from  "Warden"  to  Grand  Commander  would  grow  old.  To  avoid  this,  and 
allow  the  meritorious  to  succeed  to  the  highest  office,  he  recommends  that  the 
term  be  limited,  by  law,  to  one  year,  and,  to  prove  his  faith  by  his  works  declared 
his  intention  to  not  accept  a  re-election.  In  all  this  there  is  sound  sense  and 
much  to  commend.    The  Grand  Body  approved. 

Proceedings  would  be  local  if  our  good  friend  Stephens  had  not  injected  his 
Correspondence  report  right  into  its  bowels.  This  report,  like  its  predecessors 
from  same  source,  reviews  the  doings  of  nearly  all  the  Templar-known  world,  is 
perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  complete  as  a  whole.  Mississippi,  1890,  gets  two 
pages  in  this  report.  He  says  Sir  Speed  made  a  very  able  address,  etc.  Thrue 
for  you ! 

After  sundry  quotations  from  our  remarkable  production,  among  them  this 
remark :  *'We  are  little,  but  extremely  loud,  and  when  our  Speed  gets  on  the 
war  path,  loaded  for  bear,  the  fur  is  bound  to  fly,"  to  which  he  replies  thasly : 

His  Speed  is  our  Speed,  for  he  was  made  a  Mason  in  Harmony  Lodge,  Gorham, 
Maine,  and  we  know  Mississippi  will  let  us  be  a  little  fond  and  proud  of  him, 
too,  as  a  Maine  soldier  and  a  Maine  Mason,  a  courteous  Templar  and  a  dear  good 
fellow. 

As  usual  we  appropriate  Sir  Stephen's  **  General  Table  "  for  your  information, 
and  with  thanks  to  him : 
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GENERAL    TABLE. 
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Sir  Arlington  B.  Mason,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent. 

Since  these  proceedings  were  printed  Sir  Ira  Berry,  then  Grand  Recorder,  has 
finished  his  earthly  course  and  gone  home  to  Heaven.  We  drop  the  sympa- 
thetic tear  over  the  grave  of  our  deceased  f rater.     May  he  rest  in  peace. 


MASSACHUSETTS    AND     RHODE     ISLAND— 1890. 

The  Semi-annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence,  May  28th,  R.'. 
£.-.  Grand  Commander  James  Swords  presiding. 

The  address  is  a  business  document.  The  dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate 
purposes — that  is,  if  it  is  legitimate  to  go  to  God's  house  in  uniform  and  with 
arms.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Eighty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  **  Hub,"  October  24th. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Swords  is  an  elegant  paper,  as  it  should  be, 

coming  from   a  citizen  of  Massachusetts.     Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the 

Knightly  dead,  particularly  to  our  late  brother,  Rev.  Jno.  W.  Dadmun,  of  the 

Correspondence  Committee.    Peace  to  his  ashes,  and  may  his  crown  of  rejoicing 

be  full  of  stars. 

**  Servant  of  God,  well  done, 
Rest  from  thy  loved  employ." 

Under  the  head  of  <*  Dispensations"  we  find  the  following  nonsensical  non- 
sense : 

To  Haverhill  Commandery  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Bedford,  Me.,  on  June 
26th-27th,  permission  therefor  having  been  granted  by  the  Grand  Commanderus  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire^* 

Italics  ours.    Comment  unnecessary. 

And  this  : 

To  Milford  Commandery  to  appear  in  costume,  but  without  music,  on  Sunday, 
June  29th,  to  escort  Montgomery  Lodge  to  attend  St.  John's  Day,  service,  St. 
George's  Church. 

Now,  is  there  a  man.  in  Massachusetts  who  for  a  moment  believes  that  the  de- 
sire to  honor  God,  or  to  reverently  engage  in  His  worship  and  service,  had  the 
smallest  place  in  the  motives  that  concerned  this  exhibition  of  Dress  Parade  and 
Uniformed  Religion  ?  We  think  not.  Such  playing  at  religion  and  pity,  con- 
trolled by  '*  Grant's  Tactics,"  is  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  that  God  who 
has  said  emphaticaily  that  they  that  worship  Him  must  do  so  in  spirit  tLndi  in  truth. 

He  decided  that  the  title  *<  Knights  Templars"  is  the  correct  one  instead  of 
**  Knights  Templar."     We  can't  see  it  in  that  light. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in  good  shape  in  all  respects. 

Sirs  Chapman  and  Rugg  presented  an  excellent  Correspondence  Report,  in 
which  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  and  cautiously 
considered,  our  own  for  1890  among  the  number. 

The  report  opens  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  present  this  report  under  circumstances  of  sorrow,  death  hav- 
ing arrested  our  third  member,  the  E.'.  Sir  Knight  John  W.  Dadmun. 


J 
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The  work  he  did  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  needs  not  to  be  eulogized  by 
his  associates;  the  pens  of  others,  for  whose  benefit  he  wrote,  have  inscribed 
sympathetic  messages,  and  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him  by  personal  associa- 
tion, or  by  fraternal  correspondence,  have  been  hurt  by  this  common  loss. 

The  work  he  did  secured  approbation.  That  which  he  would  have  done 
in  this  correspondence  has  fallen  to  his  associates  who  present  this  report.  The 
Bodies  assigned  to  him  have  been  reviewed  by  us,  and  our  initial  letter  will  in- 
dicate as  before  the  part  we  each  have  taken. 

In  many  cases  we  have  omitted  prefixing  the  titles  of  office,  but  in  all  such  it 
it  has  been  to  avoid  repetition,  and  not  any  lack  of  courtesy  or  of  official  respect. 
We  have  arraged  our  review  in  alphabetical  order,  and  commence  with,  etc. 

The  report  is  almost  entirely  made  up  of  original  matter,  but  comparatively  few 
clippings  appearing.  We  like  this,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  able  to  do  likewise, 
but  our  talent  for  summarizing  is  not  largely  developed,  hence,  if  we  wish  our 
readers  to  know  what  others  say,  must  quote  them  literally.  That  is  the  easiest 
way,  too,  and  the  least  susceptible  of  error. 

Sir  John  P.  Sanborn  is  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman, 
Grand  Recorder  ;  Correspondents  as  before. 

[Since  the  foregoing  was  written  the  sad  tidings  came  that  Sir  Chapman  has  closed 
his  earthly  pilgrimage;  but  we  feel  assured  that  with  him  all  is  well«  He  was  one 
of  nature's  noblemen-^a  true  Mason  and  a  Templar  worthy  of  the  name.] 


MASSACHUSETTS   AND    RHODE    ISLAND— 1891. 

We  had  already  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Body  for  1890,  but  as 
these  have  reached  us  in  time,  we  sCbo  include  them,  even  at  the  risk  of  exceed- 
ing the  forty  pages  allowance. 

A  semi-annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Cambridge,  January  7,  at  which  a  large 
amount  of  business  was  transacted,  but  mostly  of  a  local  character,  including  the 
the  address  of  Grand  Commander  Sanborn. 

The  Eighty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  Boston,  October  30,  Sir  John  P.  Sanboin, 
Grand  Commander,  presiding.    There  were  present : 

Grand  Officers,  14;  Past  Grand  Officers,  10;  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  108; 
Eminent  Commanders,  33  ;  Generalissimos,  19 ;  Captain  Generals,  23  ;  Proxies, 
10; — total,  217. 

'1  he  address  is  a  business  paper,  containing  the  principal  events  of  his  admin, 
istration. 

He  granted  quite  a  number  of  dispensations  for  **  pilgrimages"  and  permits  to 
"invade,"  which  latter  he  considers  eminently  the  proper  and  right  thing  to  do, 
and  tries  to  sustain  his  ideas  by,  alleged,  argument.  Nevertheless,  we  must  be 
excused  from  considering  the  custom  a  sensible  or  proper  one.  We  find  in  the 
minutes,  that  hereafter  any  member  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  who  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Encampment,  will,  if  he  attends  the  Triennial  Show,  have  his 
traveling  and  hotel  expenses  paid. 

This  is  pleasant,'  and  is  done  with  the  view  of  securing  more  representatives  of 
the  jurisdiction  in  the  Encampment.  The  committee  say,  in  connection  with  the 
above  action,   that  at  the  last  Triennial  Massachusets  and  Rhode  Island,  with  a 
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membership  of  8i  lo,  had  8  votes !  while  another  with  only  303,  had  9  votes ;  an- 
other, with  423,  had  10  votes.  Fourteen  jurisdicttons,  with  an  aggregate  member- 
ship not  greater  than  that  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  had  121  represen- 
tatives!    This  it  all  in  keeping  with  the  general  tendency  of  the  concern. 

There  is  but  one  of  the  original  trio  composing  the  Correspondence  Commit- 
tee left.  Our  Rev.  Bro.  Rugg,  who  is  the  sole  author  of  a  voluminous  and  most 
excellent  report,  covering  130  pages  and  courteously  considering  the  doings  of 
most  of  the  Templar  world,  our  own  pamphlet  for  1891,  getting  four  and  a  half 
pages.  In  his  opening  he  gives  a  history  of  the  committee,  as  originally  consti- 
tuted, and  pays  eloquent  and  loving  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  his  late 
associates.     Peace  to  the  memory  of  the  righteous  dead. 

Quoting  some  of  our  deliverances  on  the  subject  of  **  Dress  Parade  Piety,'' 
he  discourses  as  follows : 

Thus  to  impugn  motives  and  put  the  worst  possible  construction  upon  a  cus- 
tom so  generally  prevalent  is  neither  just  nor  generous ;  but,  however  we  object 
to  such  wholesale  criticism,  we  give  our  hearty  approval  to  the  suggestion  thai 
when  Commanderies  are  moved  to  attend  religious  services  in  a  church,  they 
should  go  quietly  to  the  place  and  service  of  worship.  Everything  should  be 
done  **  decently  and  in  order."  and  with  as  little  display  as  possible.  We  are 
glad  to  express  our  opinion  on  this  matter,  because  Sir  DeLap  assumes  in  his  re- 
view of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  that  we  favor  **  Fuss  and  Feathers  "  in 
God's  house  on  Ascension  Day,  Easter,  and  kindred  occasions.  This  is  not  our 
position.  On  the  contrary,  we  hold  that  such  occasions  are  better  observed  by 
Commanderies,  when  their  members  appear  without  '*  gaudy  uniforms  and  glit- 
tering swords."  But  holding  to  such  a  view  as  to  the  better  way  and  manner  of 
procedure,  we  are  yet  unable  to  endorse  the  severe  strictures  of  Sir  DeLap  on  the 
practice  of  Commanderies  attending  church,  on  some  special  occasions,  in  um' 
form.  The  better  form  seems  that  which  we  have  indicated  ;  but  no  church  is 
**  desecrated  "  by  the  presence  of  a  body  of  Templars  in  uniform — and  who 
shall  say  that  when  thus  assembled  before  a  christian  altar  they  do  not  render 
acceptable  religious  service  ? 

We  regret  that  our  brother  thinks  us  unjust  or  ungenerous  in  all  this  matter. 
We  feel  perfectly  sure  of  the  justice  of  our  assumptions,  and  equally  so  of  the 
perfectly  generous  and  loving  spirit  in  which  they  were  conceived.  We  read 
somewhere  in  Th€  Book,  that  where  the  watchman  upon  the  walls  fails  to  give 
warning  of  approaching  danger,  and  the  people  are  lost,  "  Their  blood  will  I 
require  of  that  unfaithful  watchman,  saith  the  Lord."  We  are  glad  that  Bro. 
Rugg  is  so  nearly  in  accord  with  us  in  regard  to  conspicuous  dress  and  trappings 
in  God's  houses. 

There  are  many  excellent  things  in  Sir  Rugg's  report  that  we  should  be  glad 
to  clip  but  for  the  fact  that  this  Jurisdiction  has  already  taken  an  undue  amount 
of  space  in  this  report.  May  God  abundantly  bless  the  brethren  of  the  Bay 
State  and  Little  Khody. 

Sir  Robert  H.  Chamberlain  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Benjamin  W.  Howell  i» 
Grand  Recorder  ;  Reverends  H.  W.  Rugg  and  P.  Voorhees  Finch  are  the  Coi^ 
respondents. 


MONTANA— 1890. 
Third  Annual  at  Livingston,  September  23d.     R.*.  E.*.   Anthony  H.  Barrett, 
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Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Six  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  repre* 
sen  ted. 

The  address  covers  less  than  two  pages  of  the  pamphlet  and  is  devoted  to  local 
matters  entirely.  **Time  has  dealt  kindly  with  us,"  he  says,  *^and  the  Angel  of 
Death  has  not  rapped  at  our  portals.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  "most  flourish- 
ing condition  ;"  the  membership  increasing  about  twenty  per  cent. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  had  this  to  say  in  regard  to 
Foreign  Correspondence  reports : 

'*As  in  the  Annual  Blue  Lodge  reports,  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence should  be  one  of  the  principal  features.  This  report  conveys  in  a  nut- 
shell to  the  individual  Te«nplarthe  doings  of  our  Order  throughout  the  world." 

So  far  so  good,  but  when  they  proceed  to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Recorder 
start  the  work  in  a  modest  way,  at  first,  to  be  increased  from  year  to  year,  they 
showed  their  ignorance  of  the  labor,  etc.,  necessary  to  make  these  reports  of  any 
value.  One  report,  and  that  of  several  others,  is  small,  but  they  look  ponderous 
and  immense  beside  the  effort  made  by  the  Grand  Recorder  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee.  There  is  very  little  of  the  doings  of  the 
Templar  fraternity  in  the  report,  but  there  is  a  heap  of  sense.  Here  is  the  entire 
lay  out : 

FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

At  our  late  Grand  Annual  Cdnclate  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  OfR* 
cers  kindly  recommended  that  the  Grand  Recorder  should  hereafter  prepare  re- 
ports on  Fraternal  Correspondence  to  appear  with  our  Annual  Proceedings,  be- 
ginning the  present  year  in  a  '*modest  way."  We  fancy  the  Committee  took 
little  thought  of  what  labor  is  involved  in  the  preparation  of  such  a  report,  as 
would  do  the  writer  or  our  jurisdiction  credit,  or  the  increased  expense  of  pub- 
lication. 

We  did  not  think  to  say  a  word  in  this  capacity,  but  at  a  recent  banquet,  while 
speaking  of  the  circumstances  that  called  Knight  Templarism  into  existence  and 
the  object  that  inspired  the  chivalrous  exploits  that  glow  upon  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, it  occurred  to  us  that  there  was  much  the  same  work  to  be  done  to-day  as 
in  the  time  of  the  Crusades.  Palestime  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  infidels  and 
Christian  Knigthood  should  undertake  its  deliverance.  True,  the  believers  in 
Christianity  are  not  now  prohibited  from  visiting  the  Holy  Land,  nor  are  they  in 
serious  danger  of  their  lives  in  performing  such  pilgrimages.  But  the  country 
has  been  made  and  is  kept  a  desert  more  forbidding  and  repulsive  than  if  filled 
with  ai'med  hosts  in  hostile  array.  Misgovernment,  more  than  false  religion,  has 
here  wrought  its  complete  work.  To  the  ravages  of  war  and  of  time  have  been 
superadded  the  ravages  of  systematic  misgovernment.  This  land  that  once 
blossomed  as  the  rose  and  teemed  with  life  is  now  but  little  better  than  a  section 
of  Sahara.  It  is  not  the  curse  of  God  but  of  man  that  rests  upon  this  country. 
Who  of  any  Christian  name  would  not  rejoice  to  see  this  land  of  so  many  hal- 
lowed associations  redeemed  from  centuries  of  decay  and  deepening  desolation, 
covered  with  beauty,  vegetation  and  active  life,  filled  with  thriving  cities,  towns 
and  happy  homes !  It  can  be  done  ;  it  ought  to  be  done,  and  why  should  not 
Knight  Templars  undertake  the  work  ?  Wo  have  no  thought  of  preaching  a 
crusade  in  arms,  but  one  that  shall  marshal  the  moral  and  intellectual  forces  of 
Christendom  and  arouse  them  to  the  shame  of  allowing  Palestine  to  remain  un- 
der Turkish  sway.  We  want  nothing  that  shall  appeal  to  bigotry,  superstition  or 
intolerance,  but  the  broadest  spirit  of  enlightened  Christianity  with  no  discrim- 
ination against  Jews.     Let  the  lost  tribes,  out  of  every  nation  and  country,  of 
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^very  tongue  and  lineage  be  free  to  enter  and  engage  in  the  work  of  rebuilding 
the  waste  places  Turkey  might  be  compensated,  but  should  understand  that 
the  general  voice  of  Christendom  was  to  be  respected. 

Knight  Templars  should  first  canvass  the  matter  among  themselves  and  then 
exert  their  united  influence  upon  society  and  the  governments. 

We  verily  believe  that  the  united,  determined  efforts  of  Knights  Templar 
throughout  the  world  could  accomplish  the  deliverance  and  rehabilitation  of  Pal- 
estine within  ten  years  time.  What  say  you.  Sir  Knights,  to  drawing  the  sword 
in  this  cause  ? 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Chairman. 

R.'.  E.\  Ansalem  J.  Davidson,  G.  C.  ;  E.'.  Sir  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand 
Recorder  and  Chairman  Correspondence  Committee. 


MONTANA— 1891. 

The  Fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Butte,  October  13th.  R.-.  E.- 
Grand  Commaner  A.  J.  Davidson  presiding.  Six  Subordinate  Commanderies 
represented. 

The  addres&  covers  two  pages.  The  R.'.  E.*.  has  not  much  to  say  and  says  it 
in  as  few  words  as  possible. 

Correspondence  is  located  in  the  bowels  of  the  minntes,  covers  two  pages,  and 
contains  nothing  of  a  startling  character.  The  author  seems  to  be  somewhat 
iHood-thirsty,  as  he  seems  to  think  it  the  duty  of  the  good  Templars  of  the  United 
States  to  march  to  the  rescue  of  the  **Holy  City  and  sepulchre"  from  the  Infidels  { 
Think  of  it,  Hannah !  Good  carpet  Knights,  the  majority  of  whom  would  run 
from  a  graven  image,  pitching  into  the  **  Sublime  Porte !"  The  contemplation 
of  the  carnage  that  must  ensue  when  our  doughty  Knights  of  the  Temple  go 
for  the  Saladins  of  Jerusalem,  is  something  frightful  to  think  of!  Can  such  things 
be  and  not  excite  our  direst  dread ! 

Total  membership,  313.  Orders  conferred  in  the  year,  173  !  which  proves  them 
alive. 

Sir  Carl  T.  Peterson  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent. 


Nf  INNESOTA— 1891. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  June  24th. 
R.*.  E  •.  Sir  A.  Z.  Levering,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

All  the  staff  were  present,  together  with  a  long  array  of  Past  Grand  Officers, 
Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  the  Representatives  of  nineteen  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  document,  covering  thirty, 
eight  pages,  and  contains  a  general  history  of  his  administration.  Much  space  is 
devoted  to  eloquent  and  appropriate  tributes  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the 
magnanimous  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  His  dispensations 
were  of  the  sensible  sort.  No  buncombe.  The  address  and  the  administration 
were  each  a  success. 
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.  The  Order  is  fairly  prosperous.  Proceedings  local.  Total  membership,  2,066 ; 
a  gain  of  ninety-six. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Thomas 
Montgomery,  covers  nearly  a  hundred  pages,  in  which  the  transactions  of  forty-five 
Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  and  pleasantly  considered,  Mississippi  for 
the  current  year  r9i)getting  nearly  five  pages. 

Bro.  Thomas  quotes  largely  from  our  report.  Not  always  approvingly.  Says 
some  pleasant  words  of  us,  and  agrees  with  us  in  repard  to  wine  at  Templar  ban- 
quets, for  all  of  which  we  are  grateful.  He  fears  we  have  allowed  our  '^bodily 
infirmities  to  warp  our  obligations  of  charity  and  brotherly  love,  which  thinketh 
no  evil."    *    » 

If  this  be  true,  may  the  good  Lord  forgive  and  deliver.  Vie  are  not  conscious 
of  an  uncharitable,  unkind,  unchristian  or  unworthy  feeling  in  our  heart  towards 
any  human  being,  and  don't  believe  that  any  exists.  Our  duty  and  service  to 
God  are  very  solemn  things,  and  the  immeasurable  results  that  are  to  follow, 
whether  of  weal  or  woe,  demand  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  consideration  on 
our  part,  lest  a  mistake  be  made  that  will  last  through  eternity.  We  should  like 
to  quote  largely  from  this  excellent  report,  but  fear  we  have  already  exceeded 
the  forty- page  law. 

Sir  Milton  E.  Powell  is  R.*.  £.-.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery, 
Past  Grand  Commander,  is  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


M  I  S  S  O  U  R  I  —  I  8  9  I  . 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  was  held  at  St.  Louis  April  21st.  Sir  Walter  J.  Hilton, 
Grand  Commander,  presiding.  The  entire  staff  was  in  attendance  together  with 
a  long  list  of  Grand  Representatives  and  d6le(;ates  from  fifty-two  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  full  resume  of  his  acts  during  the  year.  As  a  literary  produc- 
tion it  is  first-class,  and  his  administration  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  must 
redound  to  ihe  good  of  the  Order  and  to  his  own  honor.  His  dispensations  were 
all  for  legitimate  purposes.  Several  of  his  subordinates  asked  for  leave  to  make 
fools  of  themselves  on  the  "Glorious  Fourth,"  but  the  R.".  E.*.  respectfully 
declined,  we  presume  with  right,  that  any  of  his  command  should  be  so  stupid. 

His  decisions  are  in  accord  with  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  but  con- 
trary to  right  and  justice — of  course.  Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy  and 
prosperous.     Total  membership,  3,435. 

Grand  Recorder  Mayo  submits  his  fourteenth  annual  report  on  Coriccspondence 
and  it  is  a  good  one,  covering  nearly  100  pages,  and  digesting  the  minutes  of 
forty  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1890  getting  flattering  attention. 
He  prefaces  copious  extracts  from  Sir  Speed's  address  with  the  remark :  "Sir  S. 
is  a  good  writer  and  speaker,  always  commanding  the  attenf^ion  and  respect  of  his 
readers  and  listeners  whether  they  fully  agree  with  him  or  not."  All  of  which 
is  eminently  correct.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  Sir  Mayo  approves  our  idea 
anent  stupidity  of  the  ^sA,  North  and  South,  over  the  soldier  dead,  while  they 
allow  the  widows  and  children  of  those  same  dead  heroes  to  shift  for  themselves 
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as  best  they  can.  ^'Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these, 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me,"  was  not  spoken  in  reference  to  dead 
men. 

We  copy  Sir  William's  closing  as  being  a  rather  superior  specimen : 

We  have  had  our  march  through  the  thirty-eight  Grand  Jurisdictions,  a  study, 
very  pleasant ;  and  an  interesting  tramp  it  has  been — ^so  entertaining  in  many 
cases  that  we  were  wrapt  in  thought  and  admiiation  with  what  was  around  us  for 
hours  at  a  time,  perfectly  oblivious  to  time  or  place  that  contained  our  mortality, 
until  some  intruder  broke  our  reverie,  and  we  awoke  to  a  realization  of  the  fact 
that,  instead  of  standing  on  the  cold  granite  hills  of  old  Maine,  or  lounging  in 
the  shade  of  the  live  oak  and  magnolia  of  Alal)^ma,  enjoying  the  gentle  zephyrs, 
freighted  with  fragrance  from  the  orange  groves  of  Florida  and  Louisiana ;  or 
standing  on  Mount  Lookout  in  Tennessee,  enchanted  with  the  magnificent 
scenery,  which  can  nowhere  else  be  found,  whirling  around  through  the  Royal 
Gorge,  Grand  Canon,  in  Colorado,  coming  from  the  health-giving,  life-prolong- 
ing climate  of  California,  and  standing  with  awe  in  the  Garden  of  the  Gods, 
seated  on  Spirit  Lake,  in  Iowa,  or  climbing  up  and  out  on  Maiden's  Rock,  over- 
looking Lake  Pepin,  in  Wisconsin. 

Instead  of  these  soul-iuspiring  surroundings,  we  were  but  a  mere  grain  of  sand 
on  the  great  shore  of  time — a  poor  mortal,  seated  in  our  dark  and  dingy  sanc- 
tum, trying  to  glean  something  from  the  pamphlets  before  us  that  would  inter- 
est and  instruct  our  readers,  make  better  men  of  them  and  more  useful  citizens, 
and,  above  all,  broader-minded,  more  tolerant,  true  christian,  charitably-dis- 
posed Freemasons. 

If  we  have  done  anything  in  thought,  word  or  act  to  promote  these  things, 
we  will  feel  that  our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain. 

R.'.  £.*.  Sir  Noah  M.  Govan  is  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Mayo,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MICUIGAN~i89i. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  May  19th, 
Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Doty  presiding.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  a  large  del- 
egation of  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  representatives  of  thirty-eight  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  performance  commenced  with  the  announcement  of  the  presence  of  our 
beloved  friend,  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, who  was  received  with  the  honors  due  his  rank  and  exalted  worth. 
To  this  Sir  Hugh  responded  in  a  short  but  characteristically  beautiful  speech, 
such  an  one  as  he  is  always  res|dy  to  make.  We  should  like  to  favor  you  with 
extracts,  but  this  would  not  do.     It  all  goes  together. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  comprehensive  statement  of  his  official 
acts.  He  decided  that  a  Templar  had  no  right  to  sell,  give.away  or  lose  his  uni- 
form  ;  in  other  words,  that  he  has  no  right  to  **  unfrock  "  himself  in  any  way. 
This  is  a  good  deal  like  some  people's  religion  :  when  they  once  get  it  they  caH*i 
lose  iff  no  matter  how  hard  they  try  to.  Under  this  ruling  your  Committee  would 
be  in  a  bad  fix,  as  he  gave  his  entire  outfit  away  years  ago,  siipply  because  he 
felt  like  a  fool  when  wearing  it,  and  not  doubting  that  he  looked  like  one  as 
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well.  He  granted  no  buncombe  dispensations.  By  this  I  mean  none  to  parade 
on  secular  days,  not  that  I  take  any  stock  in  the  Easter  or  Ascension  Day  parades. 
The  address^  as  a  whole,  is  first-class. 

We  find  nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  proceedings.  Order  in  flourishing 
condition.     Finances  healthy.     Total  membership  4*367,  a  gain  of  147. 

A  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  256  pages,  and  digesting  in  a  masterly 
manner  the  doings  of  nearly  the  whole  Templar  world,  was  submitted  by  our  old 
and  valued  friend,  Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  Past  Grand  Commander.  As  Sir  William 
is  rather  modest  in  the  line  of  the  expression  of  his  own  convictions,  we  copy 
his  opening  entire,  so  that  you  can  see  what  manner  of  man  he  is : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  Knighis  Templar  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

m 

With  Knightly  charity  and  love,  we  will  endeavor  to  write  this,  our  twenty- 
first  annual  review. 

All  differences,  if  any,  will  be  discussed  as  between  Knights  Templar,  **  with 
love  towards  all  and  malice  toward  none." 

The  many  volumes  before  us  contain  endless  space  of  beauty  of  thought  and 
feeling,  and  convey  the  earnest  workings  of  the  best  minds  in  the  Templar  vine^ 
yard. 

In  our  report  we  shall  endeavor  to  -review  carefully  and  fraternally  the  pro- 
ceedings as  they  come  before  us,  and  will  give  prominence  to  those  salient  points 
which  seem  most  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  Order  and  Templar  Masonry  in 
generaL 

To  faithfully  perform  this  part  of  a  reviewer's  duty  requires  time  and  thought, 
and  should  we  by  chance  appear  to  some  as  commenting  upon  matters  which 
seem  to  demand  no  attention,  and  omit  what  others  think  ought  to  be  com- 
mented upon,  we  shall  in  advance  admit  our  error  and  give  as  our  excuse  the 
gretet  fields  of  beauty  and  intelligence  before  us,  which  often  places  us  in  a  maze 
of  doubt  as  to  what  is  most  necessary  to  cull  and  what  points  of  discussion  most 
require  comment. 

We  shall,  as  usual,  proceed  with  our  review  of  the  States  in  alphabetical 
order,  hoping  fondly  that  all  will  answer  at  roll  call.  The  first  on  call  is  Ala- 
bama, and  as  she  answers  **  present,"  we  proceed. 

Mississippi  for  '90  gets  ten  pages  in  this  ponderous  and  admirable  report — Sir 
Speed  six,  and  this  Committee  four — which,  considering  the  vast  difference,  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  in  the  matter  of  caliber,  is  not  a  proper  division.  He  seems 
to  have  a  very  exalted  opinion  of  one  Fred,  which  he  ought  to  do,  and  to  feel 
kindly  toward  this  writer,  for  all  of  which  we  feel  duly  grateful.  He  seems  to 
think  Memorial  Day  should  be  made  an  exception  in  the  matter  of  public  Tem- 
plar parades,  and,  while  we  cannot  endorse  the  proposition,  we  are  not  disposed 
to  quarrel  with  our  brother  because  he  differs  with  us.  Under  Maryland,  Sir 
William  regrets  that  Sir  Gorgas  gave  Sir  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  a  Roland  for  his  Oli- 
ver, but  we  are  inclined  to  think  Sir  G.  did  exactly  right.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  venerable  martinet  of  Ohio  should  be  taught  a  lesson  in  the  proprieties.  He 
certainly  needs  it.  We  would  be  glad  to  devote  more  time  and  space  to  Sir 
William  and  Michigan,  but  must  close.  We  leave  both  with  regret  and  a  pro- 
found sense  of  the  Knightly,  Christian  and  intellectual  worth  of  the  former,  and 
the  deservedly  high  rank  the  latter  occupies  in  the  Templar  World.  May  the 
Lord  bless  the  Wolverines. 
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Sir  Edward  C.  Smith  is  Grand  Commander;  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  W.  P.  Innes  con- 
tinued as  Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter. 


MARYLAND  — 1890. 

Twentieth  Annual  was  held  in  Baltimore  Noveipber  25th.  Sir  Alfred  Edward 
Booth,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  were 
represented. 

The  address  is  a  good  paper,  quite  long  and  is  devoted  to  matters  of  local  im- 
port. He  reports  the  Order  in  fine  condition  ;  issued  no  buncombe  dispensations 
and  placed  upon  record  a  clean  administration  in  which  there  is  no  act  to  regret. 
Our  Masonic  brethren  of  Maryland  deserve  our  hearty  sympathy  for  the  loss  of 
their  Temple  in  Baltimore  by  fire.  We  commend  the  following  to  your  practical 
attention,  and  by  practical  attention  we  mean  for  you  to  read  what  Bro.  Miller 
says,  and  then,  if  you  have  what  he  wants,  or  any  of  it,  send  to  him  by  express 
prepaid. 

CHRISTMAS,    1890. 

Owing  to  the  complete  destruction  of  the  Archives  of  this  Grand  Commander^ 
by  the  fire  which  is  now  rapidly  consuming  the  Asylum  of  the  Maionic  Temple, 
Baltimore — the  rQom  containing  our  records,  books,  exchanges,  etc.,  being 
already  destroyed — Grand  Recorders  of  sister  Grand  Commanderies,  including 
the  Grand  Encampment  and  Great  Priories  ot  Great  Britain,  Canada,  etc.,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  send  complete  sets  of  their  printed  proceedings,  and  any 
extra  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  they  may  have 
in  their  possession. 

While  many  valiant  Knights  of  the  Temple  were  drinking  a  toast  to  the  health 
of  the  mobt  Eminent  Grand  Master  ot  Knights  Templar  ot  the  United  States, 
Gen.  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  an  insidious  foe  was  slowly,  but  surely, 
creeping  up  the  back  part  of  our  Temple,  and  at  i  o'clock  p.m.,  all  of  our  valu- 
able records  and  books,  most  of  our  jewels  and  uniforms,  and  all  of  our  exchanges 
were  consumed  by  fire. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend  and  brother,  Gorgas,  is  the  author  of  an  excellent 
report  on  Correspondence,  digesting  the  minutes  of  thirty-six  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  ours  for  1890  getting  several  pages.  He  quotes  largely  from  Sir  Speed's 
address,  and  has  this  to  say  to  our  request  for  a  little  more  original  matter  in  his 
reports,  all  of  which  is  very  nice  and  commendable  but  we  of  the  same  opinion 
as  before,  f.  ^.,  that  the  Reporter  ought  to,  occasionally,  blow  hix  own  trumpet 
and  let  the  world  know  he  is  around.  The  Irishman's  rule  with  reference  to  his 
shilleto,  **Whenever  you  see  a  head,  hit  it,"  is  a  good  one  for  thissort  of  business. 
We  think  Bro.  G.  does'nt,  as  the  extract  proves.     Here  it  is : 

If  we  could  command  unlimited  space  for  comments  as  well  as  for  matters  of 
interest  in  our  report,  we  should  gladly  add  more  of  the  latter  ;  but  our  idea  of 
the  object  of  such  reports  is  that  they  should  consist  of  the  summary  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  sister  Grand  Bodies  for  the  information  of  such  of  our  Praters 
who  are  interested  in  Templar  Masonry  ;  and  therefore  we  select  the  matters  of 
interest  to  exclusion  ot  personal  comments,  except  upon  points  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  which  involve  questions  at  issue  and  which  are  not  made  plain  by 
codes  of  statutes,  etc. 
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Henry  O  Reese  is  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Jao.  U.  Miller,  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  Correspondent. 


NEBRASKA-^iSqi. 

The  19th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Kearney,  April  7th.  R/.  E.'.  Sir 
Lewis  M.  Keene,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Sixteen  subordinate  Command- 
eries  were  represented.     An  elequent  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  the  R.  E. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  business  document,  well  written,  but  de- 
void of  general  interest.  His  decisions  and  dispensations  are  sound  and  sensi- 
ble.    Proceedings  local.     Order  heahhy  and  finances  sound. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  by  a  trio  of  literary  stars,  as  the  following  * 'open- 
ing chorus"  abundantly  proves ;  if  it  does  not,  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  legend  at  its  head ; 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  FELLOW  GRAND  COMMANDERIES. 
Fraters  of  the  Temple: 

Prefaces  are  seldom  read,  and  to  a  great  extent  are  going  out  of  fashion,  yet 
here  one  is  needed  to  btand  as  a  matter  of  record,  even  if  not  read  till  reference 
to  it  becomes  requisite. 

In  some  respects  the  reports  on  correspondence  form  a  Held  of  battle  like  that 
of  an  ancient  tournament  where  the  field  was  kept  by  champions  bound  to  meet  all 
comers,  and  reviewers  are  like  the  knights  who  entered  the  lists,  lance  in  hand, 
and  who  touched  the  shields  of  the  challengers  in  token  of  their  acceptance  of 
the  gage  of  battle. 

When  a  single  individual  acts  the  reviewer,  it  is  a  case  of  the  herald  proclaim- 
ing aloud  the  name  and  quality  of  the  knight  who  enters  the  lis^s,  but  when  two 
or  three  divide  the  work  among  them,  the  case  resembles  rather  that  of  knights 
who  enter  visor  down  with  shields  bearing  an  unknown  device  We  do  not  want 
to  touch  a  shield  sheltered  by  our  visers  hiding  our  faces,  therefore  we  raise  our 
visors  with  all  humility  and  courtesy,  and  touching  the  shields  of  our  opponents, 
but  not  with  the  point  of  our  lances,  stand  each  responsible  for  his  own  daring 
act. 

The  review  fiom  Alabama  to  Kentucky  is  written  by  Sir  Charles  J.  Phelps  (9), 
from  Louisiana  to  North  Carolina  by  Sir  Frank  E.  BuUard  (13),  from  North  Da- 
kota to  the  close  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  who  is  responsible  also  for  the  introduc- 
tory and  closing  remarks. 

The  motto  ot  the  committee  as  a  whole,  and  each  of  the  knights  who  thus  en- 
ter the  lists  for  the  first  time  to  "flesh  their  maiden  swords,"  is  **In  Fraternity 
with  all,  with  malice  toward  none." 

From  the  above  )ou  will  see  that  Sir  Bullard  is  the  author  of  the  review  of 
Mississippi  for  1890,  in  which  he  quotes  from  Sir  Speed's  address,  which  he  dubs 
*'a  unique  document."     We  quote  his  speech  anent  our  report . 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  signed  by  Sir  E.  George  DeLap,  is 
prefaced  with  a  vicious  dab  at  Carson,  of  Ohio,  probably  the  result  of  a  touch 
of  dyspepsia  or  gout ;  but  in  the  review  he  is  evidently  well  enough  to  catch  all 
the  good  things  as  they  pass  before  him,  and  when  he  reaches  Ohio  the  gout  gets 
after  him  again,  and  he  makes  the  flur  fly,  but  we  imagine  that  after  all  his  bark 
is  probably  worse  than  his  bite,  and  that  if  he  and  Carson  were  to  get  together 
over  a  pipe  and  jug  the  outside  observer  would  take  them  to  be  veritable  old 
cronies. 
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We  rise  to  deny  the  viciousnets  of  anything  we  ever  wrote  of  Sir  Enoch  or  any 
one  else.  We  do  not  suppose  there  is  an  unkind  feeling  in  his  heart  towards  us, 
and  we  know  there  is  not  a  pulsation  ot  ours  that  is  unfriendly  or  unloving  to- 
wards him. 

It  don't  hurt  us  for  him  to  call  us  a  *'  common  scold,"  nor  him  tor  us  to  call 
him  a  **crank*'  or  any  other  little  pet  name.  If  we  thought  it  possible  for  what 
we  write  to  give  pain,  we  would  quit  and  stay  quit.  Again,  if  there  was  an^  Ill- 
feeling  between  Sir  Carson  and  ourselves,  and  we  met  and  shook  hands,  we  would 
not  celebrate  the  peace  by  having  recourse  to  a  jug  of  liquid  damnation,  to  show 
our  joy.  That  is  not  the  way  sensible  people  manifest  their  gratification.  We  are 
not  partial  to  these  three  barreled  reports,  because  it  takes  longer  to  break  three 
heads  than  one,  and  it  hardly  ever  occurs  that  they  do  not  all  need  it. 

R  ■.  E.'.  Sir  Lewis  H.  Korty,  G^rand  Commander ;  Sir  Wm.  R.  Bowen  Grand 
Recorder. 


NEW    YORK— 1890. 

Seventy-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  October  7th.  R.*. 
£.*.  Sir  Foster  N.  Mabee,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Fifty- four  Command- 
eries  were  represented.  A  very  pleasant  little  address  of  welcome  was  made  by 
the  Mayor,  to  which  appropriate  response  was  made  by  the  Grand   Commander. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  an  interesting  and  able 
paper.  Feeling  and  beautiful  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly 
dead,  and  their  portraits  adorn  the  pages  of  the  proceedings.  May  they  rest  in 
peace,  and  have  part  in  the  First  Resurrection. 

He  indulged  a  little  in  the  "invasion"  humbuggery,  and  reports  it  as  follows  : 

INVASION  OF  JURISDICTON. 

I  have  received  several  requests  from  Grand  Commandersof  sister  jurisdictions, 
for  permission  to  pass  through  this  jurisdiction  ;  all  of  which  have  been  promptly 
granted.  Why  this  is  required,  I  have  been  unable  to  intelligently  understand. 
We  are  all  members  of  the  same  Grand  Encampment,  bound  by  the  same  laws, 
and  should  be  allowed  to  visit  each  other  without  let  or  hindrances  and  I  would 
very  much  like  to  see  this  Grand  Commandery  take  one  step  in  advance,  by  issu- 
ing a  perpetual  dispensation  to  each  Grand  Body  owing  allegiance  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  inviting  them  to  invade  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  as  often  as  the 
spirit  moved  them. 

The  best  way  to  have  disposed  of  these  requests  would  have  been  to  tell  their 
authors  that  proper  and  courteous  attention  would  be  accorded  to  all  sensible  or 
rcasonzble  requests,  but  that  such  as  these  would  be  "received  and  filed." 

The  custom  is  too  silly  for  longevity,  and  we  wiil  rejoice  to  see  it  dead  and 
buried.  The  address  is  an  excellent  one  in  all  respects,  and  his  aministration  a 
success. 

The  Order  is  in  splendid  condition.  Total  membership,  8,663,  ^  g^ii^  o^  294, 
more  than  we  have  in  our  entire  State  !     Proceedings  local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  114  pages,  is  the  production,  we 
presume,  of  Chairman  Sir  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  although  the  names  of  Sirs  Alleger 
and  O'Connor  are  also  signed  to  it.     The  report  is  an  excellent  one,  worthy  of 
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its  author  and  the  imperial  Jurisdiction  for  which  it  is  made.  Thirty-eight 
Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  considered,  ours  for  1890,  and  Sir  Speed's  address, 
get  ample  notice  and  some  pleasant  words.  Our  brother  thinks  that  in 
some  instances  your  Committee  uses  words  out  of  character  in  a  Correspondence 
Report.  Perhaps  he  is  right,  and  that  it  is  the  correct  thing  to  say  :  **  Remove 
that  dilapidated  linen  from  the  incipient  shrubbery,"  instead  of  "Take  the  rag 
off  the  bush."  We  sometimes  feel  that  mild  words  will  not  do  express  the  senti- 
ments we  entertain,  when  reading  the  tirades  of  Carson,  the  report  of  dispensa- 
tions granted  to  Templars  to  play  at  dress-parade  piety,  or  strut  in  uniform  as  a 
guard  of  honor  to  a  political  organization  on  Memorial  Day,  when  some  crank 
goes  to  lauding  the  doings  or  fancied  benefits  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and 
when  we  read  that  permission  was  accorded  to  the  Commandcry  at  Fooltown  to 
iftvade  the  territory  of  some  adjoining  State.  These  things  make  us  tired,  and 
when  we  are  tired  we  talk  plain. 

R.-.  E  •.  Sir  George  McGown  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Robert  Macoy,  Grand 
Recorder  ;  Correspondence  as  before. 


NEW    YORK— I  89  I. 

The  Seventy- eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  village  of  Saratoga 
Springs^  September  ist-2d.  Sir  Geo.  McGown  presiding.  Fifty-six  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address,  in  length  and  excellence,  as  a  business  pa- 
per, is  commensurate  with  the  majesty  and  greatness  of  the  Empire  State.  He 
issued  fourteen  dispensations  to  appear  in  public  for  various  purposes.  We  hope 
none  were  for  Decoration  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  or  such.  This  would  destroy 
the  symmetry  of  an  an  otherwise  model  administration.  His  decisions  are  cor- 
rect. 

Proceedings  local.    Order  in  splendid  condition. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  the  work  of  Sir  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  in  which  the 
doings  of  thirty-six  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  considered  and  di- 
gested, Mississippi  for  1891  among  the  number. 

Sir  Jesse  copies  sundry  remarks  of  our  anent  Dress- Parade  Piety,  and  thus  dis- 
courses upon  them : 

Upon  this  we  think  our  frater  is  passing  an  unwarranted  judgment.  There 
are  undoubtedly  some  to  whom  it  may  be  applicable,  and  yet  as  a  whole,  we 
think  the  same  criticism  could  be  applied  to  ordinary  attendance  upon  divine 
service  with  equal  propriety.  Our  frater  should  exercise  more  charity  in  his 
views. 

We  Hnd  upon  some  other  points  he  is  an  extremist,  and  apt  to  look  upon  the 
darkest  side.  His  views  are  expressed  in  forcible  and  pointed  language,  rather 
more  so  than  we  like  to  see  in  a  report  of  this  nature. 

If  I  judge  another  by  myself  the  judgment  is  just,  and  that  is  exactly  the 
guiding  rule  of  our  criticisms  of  this  sort  of  thing.  If  you  ever  see  the  writer 
in  a  Templar  uniform  in  God's  house,  you  may  know  that  to  show  off  was  the 
prime  motive  that  took  us  there. 
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Sorry  Sir  Jesse  thinks  us  pessimistically  inclined.     We  were  not  aware  of  it. 

We  would  he  glad  to  devote  more  space  to  New  York,  bat  as  this  is  the  second 
pamphlet  reviewed  in  this  report  from  that  State,  we  must  forbear. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  F.  Loderis  Grand  Commander  ;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Robert  Macoy, 
Grand  Recorder  ;  Correspondence  as  before.     Sir  Macoy  is  the  senior  Grand  Re- 
corder, in  term  of  service,  in  the  United  States,  and  our  Sir  Power  is  next  in 
that  honorable  line. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE— 1890. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  September  30.  R.-. 
E.'.  Sir  Charles  B.  Daaforth,  Grand  Commander.  All  of  the  Grand  Officers, 
save  one,  were  present ;  also  thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  eight  Subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  business  paper.  He  had  nothing 
much  to  talk  about,  had  sense  enough  to  know  when  he  was  done  and  then  quit. 
Aside  from  his  adherence  to  the  ''invasion"  stupidity,  his  administration  was  a 
success.  He  had  sufficient  nerve  as  well  as  sense  of  propriety  to  refuse  to  allow 
one  of  his  subordinates  to  act  as  escort  to  the  G.  A.  R. — Great  American  Repub* 
lican — party,  on  "Memorial  Day."  The  Order  is  in  good  shape  in  all  respects. 
Total  membership,  1,558,  a  gain  of  85.     Proceedings  local. 

P.*.  G.'.  C,'.  Albert  S.  Wait  is  the  author  of  the  good  report  on  Correspondence^ 
reviewing  the  minutes  of  thirty-lour  Grand  Bodies  in  a  pleasant,  chatty  and  in- 
teresting style.  We  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from  this  paper,  bat  pre- 
sume our  pamphlet,  being  late  in  coming  out,  did  not  reach  him. 

Sir  Henry  Augustus  Marsh,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Geo.  Pearly  Cleavesy 
Grand  Recorder ;  Reporter,  same  as  before. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE— 1891. 

The  Thirty-Second  Annual  was  held  at  Concord  on  September  a9th.  Sir 
Henry  A.  Marsh,  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Ten  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short.  He  says :  "The  past  year  has 
been  the  most  prosperous  one  in  the  history  of  Templar  Masonry  in  this  Juris- 
diction." 

We  regret  that  our  New  England  fraters  still  adhere  to  the  custom  of  askings 
and  granting  permission  to  "invade,"  etc.  Strange  that  men,  otherwise  of  bril- 
liant intellect,  should  continue  this  childishly  stupid  custom.  Proceedings  locaL 
Total  membership,  1,665;  ^ct  increase,  107. 

R.*.  E.*.  Albert  S.  Wait,  whose  venable  and  pleasant  looking  phiz  adorns  the 
title  page  of  the  pamphlet,  is  the  author  of  what  seems  to  us  to  be  unexcep- 
tionally  good  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  doings  of  thirty-seven 
Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous  and  pleasant  attention.     It  is  his  second  attempt 
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but  will  compare  more  than  favorably  with  those  of  the  veterans  of  the  Gnild. 
Our  brother's  review  of  Mississippi  for  iSqo-'qi  is  exceedingly  fraternal,  and 
especially  in  reference  to  this  writer.  All  of  which  we  appreciate  most  highly. 
We  beg  to  assure  our  brother  that  there  is  never  any  malice  in  anything  we  write 
in  these  reports,  nor  is  there  any  feeling  of  unkindness  in  our  heart  towards  any 
one,  no  matter  how  much  we  have  scolded  them. 

Sir  George  W.  Currier  is  R.\  E.'.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  George  P.  Cleaves, 
Grand  Recorder;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  A.  S.  Wait,  Reporter. 


NORTH    DAKOTA  — 1890. 

A  Convention  of  Knight  Templars  of  North  Dakota  assembled  in  the  city  of 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  on  June  4th,  1890,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  **The  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  and  the  appendant  Orders  of  North  Dakota." 
After  the  necessary  preliminaries  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Leonard  A.Rose  was  elected  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Wm.  T.  Perkins,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Grand  Body 
launched  upon  the  ocean  of  Templary.  May  its  career  prove  a  benediction  upon 
the  Order  throughout  the  world,  and  its  success  commensurate  with  the  warmth 
with  which  we  welcome  it  into  the  sisterhood  of  Templar  Grand  Bodies. 


NORTH    DAKOTA  — 1891. 

The  Second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fargo  June  iStK  R.*.  E.*. 
Leonard  A.  Rose,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  A  large  array  of  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives, Past  Commanders  and  two  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  four  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  digested  business  paper  in  which, 
however,  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  Proceedings  local.  Order  in  good 
shape.     Total  membership,  190. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  David  M.  Holmes,  R.*.  E.'.  Crand  Commander  ;  Sir  Wm.  T.  Perkins, 
Grand  Recorder ;  Sir  Thos.  J.  Wilder,  Correspondent. 


NEW    JERSEY— 1891. 

The  Thirty-Third  Annual  at  Trenton,  May  nth.  R.\  E.\  Sir  Leonard  L. 
Grear,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  There  were  present  five  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, two  Deputies  and  the  representatives  of  fifteen  Subordinate  Comman- 
^4eries. 

The  address  is  short,  but  as  it  contains  all  the  R.'.  E.*.  had  to  say,  it  is  long 
enough,  and  as  a  literary  production  it  is  first-class.  He  reports  the  Order  in 
excellent  condition.  His  dispensations  are  mostly  in  the  interest  of  uniformed 
piety  and  Dress-Parade  Religion,  and  are  all  right  as  the  world  goes.     His  ideas 
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of  "Heaven"  are  somewhat  unique,  as  witness  the  following :  **Sir  Knights  let 
us  be  kind  to  each  other  on  earth,  it  will  save  us  so  much  confusion  when  we 
meet  in  Heaven."  This  is  the  legitimate  fruit  of  a  religion  that  struts  into  God's 
house  armed  with  a  trusty  sword,  etc.  These  people  are  not  aware,  apparently, 
there  is  no  "confusion"  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  abodes  of  the  blest.  Proceed- 
ings local.    Total  membership,  1,415,  a  gain  of  90. 

Thirty-six  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed  in  a  report  covering  59  pages  by 
Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Mississippi  getting  two  and  a  half  pages.  He  says  Sir  Speed's 
address  "is  a  scholarly  document."  As  his  closing  contains  a  sort  of  crashing 
thrust  at  some  "few  of  the  Correspondents"  and  as  it  is  barely  possible  that  we 
are  one  of  the  batch,  to  which  reference  is  had,  we  clip  the  entire  effort : 

The  proceeding's  examined  show  an  almost  unanimous  acquiescence  with  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  the  adoption  of  the  "Essentials,"  and  only 
a  few  of  the  Grand  Bodies  want  any  Ceremonials  adopted,  deeming  their  own 
the  best  that  can  be  produced.  We  believe  that  the  "Essentials"  only  should 
emanate  from  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  Ceremonials  to  be  added  by  the  differ- 
ent Grand  Commanderies. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  in  some  of  the  proceedings  on  our  table  we  find  that 
personalties  take  the  place  of  argument.  The  language  used  is  disgraceful,  and 
unworthy  of  any  one  training  under  the  Banner  of  the  Cross. 

We  have  reference  to  a  few  of  the  Correspondents,  who,  in  stating  their  pecu- 
liar dogmas,  descend  to  personalities,  and  mar  the  book  in  which  they  appear. 

This  should  not  be.  Correspondents  should  never  forget  that  the  average 
reader  of  their  proceediugs  has  no  interest  in  these  personal  quarrels,  and  they 
should  have  no  place  in  any  Massonic  publication. 

Craving  the  indulgence  of  ovLv/ra/ers  for  any  shortcomings  that  may  manitest 
in  this  report,  we  submit  it  to  their  tender  care. 

The  world  is  losing  a  great  deal  by  the  confinement  of  this  "Giant  Intelleck" 
and  conservator  of  correct  Masonic  literature  to  the  somewhat  narrow  precincts 
of  New  Jersey.     We  are  sorry. 

Sir  Jos.  E.  Fulper  is  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  Bechter, 
Grand  Recorder. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— I  891. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Morehead  City,  June  ii»  R.-.  £.'• 
Wm.  H.  Allen,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Seven  Subordinate  Commanderies 
represented.  The  address  is  a  short  but  elegant  paper,  barring  the  fact  that  the 
usual  acknowledgement  of  and  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  Mercies  for  the  mani- 
fold blessings  of  life  enjoyed  by  our  brethren  of  North  Carolina  is  omitted.  In- 
gratitude towards  man  is  bad,  towards  God  inexcusable. 

A  letter  of  regret  for  non-attendance  was  received  from  Sir  Blount,  Chairman 
Correspondence  Committee,  with  request  that  he  be  allowed  to  finish  report  and 
have  same  published  with  the  proceedings,  which  request  was  granted.  The  re- 
port of  this  new  Knight  of  the  peacil — he  doesn't  use  the  scissors — is  spicy,  orig* 
inal  and  interesting  ;  short  but  to  the  point.  Note  what  Mississipi  gets  from  this 
new  "Mutual."     We  copy  the  entire  lay-out : 

Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  Greenville,  February  ii,  1890.    Fred- 
eric Speed  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  present  and  presiding.     He  mentions  in 
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his  address  the  formation  of  two  new  Commanderies  during  the  year,  Holly 
Springs  and  Rosalie,  and  that  A.  T.  C  Pierson,  of  St.  Paul,  who  was  Grand  Re- 
corder of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Minnesota,  was  present  at  Rosalie,  assisting 
in  the  ceremonies — now  dressed  in  immortality.  Report  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence is  full  and  bristling  all  ihe  way  through  with  intense  interest,  and  with  war 
paint  for  Carson.  Let  DeLap  and  Carson  have  it  all  their  own  way.  I  don't 
know  which  is  the  smartest  or  thinks  himself  the  smartest.  North  Carolina  is 
noticed  continuously,  though  Mississippi  is  not  noticed  at  the  Souihgate.  I  don't 
know  what  he  will  do  next  time  when  he  comes  to  review  North  Carolina  and  sees 
how  smart  this  correspondent  thinks  himself  to  be.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
proceedings  of  February,  1891.  Full  time  for  them  to  have  been  received  and 
looked  into.  I  am  not  smart  enough  to  give  a  review  of  any  Grand  Commandery 
when  I  have  proceedings  before  me  ;  commenting  on  those  a  year  behind  looks 
like  drinking  cold  soup.  So  I  will  stop  by  saying  Sir  J.  J.  Hayes  was  elected  R.-. 
E.*.  Grand  Commander,  and  was  expected  to  preside  February,  ^1891,  S.  J. 
Power  to  record  the  proceedings,  and  I  'spec  they  did.  E.  G.  DeLap  was  to 
have  done  the  reviewing — wish  I  had  his  fulminations. 

After  reading  the  above  we  were  convinced  of  the  excellence  of  the  advice, 
**Go  away  from  home  to  hear  the  news."  It  is  certainly  strange  that  Holly 
Springs  and  Rosalie  Commanderies  should  have  been  so  recently  organized.  The 
writer  has  been  a  member  of  the  latter  for  twenty- five  years,  and  the  former  is 
■till  older  !  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  was  never  inside  the  Asylum  of  either,  and  we 
do  not  so  read  Sir  Speed's  address.  Is  it  possible  that  Sir  George  saw  double  ? 
We  presume  not.  Mistakes  will  occur.  He  is  correct  in  thinking  that  our  pam- 
plet  for  the  current  year  should  have  been  in  his  hands.  Sorry  it  was  not.  We 
find  nothing  to  blame  in  Sir  George,  except  as  above  stated,  together  with  Bro. 
Powers  initials,  which  he  gives  as  S,  J,  and  the  way  he  spells  shekels^  in  his  salut- 
atory. We  copy  his  conclusion,  which  is  good,  interesting  and  sensible  read- 
ing: 

CONCLUSION. 

Well,  I  am  done — and  done  for — ^just  broke  down,  worked  to  death,  and  will 
start   for   some  boundless   contiguity   of  shade  to  rest  and  refresh  myself.      If 
Southgate  sends  me  papers  again  I  shall  immediately  Send  them  to  Sir  Stubs, 
who  is  a  preacher  and  better  fitted  for  writing  than  either  myself  or  Southgate, 
for  both   of  us  are  in  our  dotage,  while  Sir  Stubs'!  is  in  youthful  prime,  hale, 
hearty  and  vigorous,  fully  panoplied  and  thoroughly  furnished  for  the  good 
work.     Now,  Munson  will  say  I'm  'lectioneering  him,  for  I  have  been  repeatedly 
saying  the  duty  ought  to  be  assigned  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  had  his  hopes 
up  high.     I  have  enjoyed  my  intercourse  with  the  fraters  of  the  quill,  and  will 
say  now,  if  I  have  said  anything  I  ought  not  to  have  said,  or  left  unsaid  what  I 
ought  to  have  said,  please  forgive.     I  have  seen  a  very  great  deal  I  might  have 
struck  a  lick  at,  but  that  charity  which  endureth  all  things  constrained  me.     So 
I  will  not  say  how  much  I  was  annoyed  at  the  mention  of  rttuat,  holy  days,  ascen- 
sion, Good  Friday,  etc.,  and  so  on.    While  Knight  Templars  are  professed  Chris- 
tions,  and  my  prayer  is  that  they  may  all  be  experimental  ones,  I  cannot  so  far 
forget  the  sanctity  of  our  holy  religion  as  to  encourage  the  devotional  so  far  as  to 
fasten  on  to  our  observances  as  an  organized  body,  the  celebration  of  such  days. 
Let  each  individual  worship  as  his  conscience  and  the  Bible  directs,  but  don't 
fasten  on  us  what  to  some  might  be  obnoxious.     Let  us  fight  for  the  principles 
of  our  holy  religion ;  inculcate  its  truths  in  Conclave  ;  practice  charity  and  hos- 
pitality ;  suppress  profanity ;  wield  our  our  swords  in  defense  of  the  widow  and 
orphans,  and  be  indeed  as  a  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill  that  cannot  be  hid,  and 
like  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  shed  luster  on  the  banner  of  the  cross  wherever 
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we  may  be,  without  sectarian  bias.  Holy  days  are  not  encouraged  by  the  Bible. 
One  of  the  prophets  in  impetuous  language  declared  against  them  when  they 
were  misused,  saying,  **  Away  with  them,  it  is  iniquity,  even  the  solemn  meet- 
ing.'' I  am  done.  So  say  **  vale  tango  tempore."  May  we  all  meet  in  the  Grand 
Conclave  which  will  never  adjourn,  where  our  Grand  Ccmmander  is  the  Light 
thereof,  so  we  shall  need  no  sun,  no  moon,  or  stars,  where  we  may  all  praise  His 
manifold  mercies  and  goodness  in  having  redeemed  us,  and  made  us  fit  stones 
for  the  temple  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens. 

George  W.  Blount. 

The  idea  of  a  man  being  '*  broke  down,"  ''done  for  "  apd  worked  to  death 
writing  a  twenty-four  page  report ! 

We  have  no  desire  to  get  rid  of  either  Sir  George  or  Southgate,  but  would 
like  to  hear  from  the  young  preacher.     Trot  him  out ! 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondence  same  as  before. 


OREGON— 1890. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Conclave,  which  was  held  in  Albany, 
October  28th,  cover  but  fifty-nine  pages,  including  Foreign  Correspondence  and 
the  returns  of  the  three  Subordinates,  all  of  which  were  represented. 

Grand  Commander  Earhart  submitted  a  short  address,  which  is  entirely  local 
in  its  references. 

The  proceedings  are  local,  the  Order  healthy. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  incorporated  in  the  very  bowels  of  the  minutes, 
and  is  the  production  of  Sir  John  M.  Hodson.  Though  short,  he  has  a  word 
for,  or  extract,  from  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1889  getting  nearly 
a  page.     He  has  this  to  say  of  your  Committee  : 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  by  E.*.  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap  while  not  so 
exhaustive  as  in  many  of  the  larger  jurisdictions,  bristles  with  salient  points  upon 
all  questions  considered.  He  is  especially  severe  upon  agnostics  and  unitarians 
and  advises  "the  kicking  out  of  the  whole  caboodle  of  them."  In  all  of  which 
he  manifests  a  little  too  much  of  the  spinl  that  would  do  credit  to  an  inquisitor 
or  witch-burner  of  the  ancient  school  of  thought. 

To  our  mind  belief  has  but  little  to  do  in  the  make-up  of  an  acceptable  frater, 
for  **even  devils  believe,"  but  it  is  something  worthy  of  consideration  that  he  be 
actuated  by  the  magnanimous  spirit  that  feeds  the  hungry,  clothes  the  naked 
and  binds  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted.  No  question  arises  in  our  mind  as  to 
whether  he  believes  in  a  three-bodied,  three-minded  triune  deity,  or  in  one  con- 
centrated intelligence  which  wields  the  forces  of  the  Universe. 

Bro.  Hodson  would  doubtless  like  to  start  a  Commandery  made  up  of  agnostics, 
devils,  infidels,  atheists,  and  other  fools  ;  the  only  qalifieation  being  required  by 
him  beyond  a  magnanimous  spirit  that  feeds  the  hungry,  etc.  While  this  may 
look  all  right  to  Bro.  H.,  it  is  not  exactly  the  correct  thing  for  an  institution 
founded  upon  the  Christian  Religion.  We  hope  that  the  same  loose  notions  of 
the  proprieties  does  not  generally  prevail  in  Oregon  or  anywhere  else, 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Ferdinand  N.  Shurtleff,  G.  C.  ;  E.-.  Sir  Frelon  J.  Babcock,  Grand 
Recorder;  R.-.  E.-.  Sjr  R.  P.  Earhart,  Correspondent. 
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O  H  I  O— I  891. 

The  49th  Annual  Ccoiclave  was  held  at  Cincinnati,  Seprember  23d-24th.  W.  B. 
Melish,  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  N.  Bell,  Grand  Re- 
corder. There  were  present  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders ;  one  Deputy  G.  C.  ; 
twenty-four  Grand  Representatives,  (ours  included),  a  long  roll  of  Past  Com- 
manders, and  the  Representatives  of  forty-nine  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  elegant  paper,  covering  nearly 
fifty  pages  and  containing  a  complete  account  of  his  stewardship.  He  reports  the 
net  gain  for  three  years  as  follows  :  1889—189;  1890 — 218;  and  1891 — 363!  Their 
net  gain  last  year  exceeding  our  entire  membership.  Ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the 
6,438  members  are  uniformed  ! 

Total  assets  of  the  49  Commanderies,  $158,870.62  ;  liabilities,  $9,661.52!  Only 
4  Commanderies  are  uninsured.  (Sensible  45).  His  dispensations  were  all  for 
proper  purposes.  We  regret,  however,  that  he  refused  one  for  a  Templar  Ball. 
The  entertainment  having  been  given  by  a  Commandery  for  its  benefit,  financially 
and  socially,  this  fact  made  it  sufficiently  Masonic  for  all  practical  purposes. 

We  copy  the  closing  as  being  excellent  reading : 

- 1  have  no  sympathy  with,  and  take  no  stock  in,  the  lepeating  of  phrases  from 
the  ritual  of  our  Order,  beautiful  though  they  may  be,  unless  they  are  exempli- 
fied in  our  daily  walks  in  life.  We  are  here  as  representatives  of  an  Order  second 
to  none  in  the  purity  of  its  aims  for  good,  having  duties  to  our  families,  to  our 
neighbors,  to  the  institutions  and  business  with  which  we  are  connected,  to  our 
country,  but  above  all  and  through  and  by  all  these,  duties  to  our  God,  by  whose 
beneficent  guidance  our  Order  was  founded,  and  by  whose  favor  and  protection 
it  has  been  preserved. 

Our  pilgrimage  in  this  world  is  but  a  short  one ;  our  chief  work  is  our  influence 
upon  others.  It  behooves  a  man  to  think  right,  speak  right  and  do  right  that  he 
may  direct  and  lead  others  in  a  right  direction.  At  the  close  of  this  session  I 
shall  surrender  the  trust  which  you  reposed  in  me  ;  a  year  of  congenial  associa- 
tions, and  of  kindly  courtesies  from  all  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact,  that 
have  fully  repaid  me  for  the  cares  of  office.  The  administration  of  the  trust  has, 
I  hope,  made  me  a  better  man.  If  I  have  aided  others  in  the  same  direction,  I 
have  the  more  to  be  thankful  for.  In  conclusion,  my  beloved  fraters,  may  some- 
thing of  the  influence  of  this  hour,  this  cathedral,  the  spirits  of  those  who  have 
gone  before,  but  above  all  and  through  all.  the  teachings  of  our  Glorious  Exemp- 
lar, make  an  impress  on  our  lives  in  this  Order  throughout  all  time. 

Each  of  the  staff  made  reports  of  visitations  made  by  them. 

Proceedings  local. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend.  Sir  Enoch,  again  comes  to  the  front  with  a  ponder- 
ous report  on  Correspondence  in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Templar 
Grand  Bodies  receive  such  consideration  as  their  merit  demands,  Mississippi  for 
1 89 1  getting  a  page.  He  says :  * 'Grand  Commander  Hayes'  address  is  a  business 
paper  of  only  two  pages.  He  goes  directly  to  work,  says  what  he  has  to  say  and 
quits."     He  speaks  very  kindly  of  this  committee,  as  follows : 

**We  simply  repeat  what  we  said  in  our  last  in  regard  to  the  Scold,  DeLap. 
We  have  no  reason  to  change  our  view  of  the  gentleman  as  then  expressed." 

We  are  sorry  our  brother  can  remain  unjust  as  well  as  irrascible.  Do  as  we 
do,  Bro.  Enoch,  quarrrel  as  much  as  you  please,  but  don't  forget  to  love  the  one 
you  are  jawing  at.     We  are  afraid  that  there  is  not  in  Sir  Enoch's  heart  that  feel- 
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ing  of  affection  and  charity  towards  our  Iowa  fraters,  that  there  ought  to  be. 
His  review  of  the  Iowa  report  has  a  ring  of  malice  in  it  that  we  regret.  Fuss  at 
each  other  as  much  as  you  please,  brethren,  but  don't  get  mad.  He  seems  to  be 
prejudiced  somewhat  against  reformed  or  Christianized  Jews,  as  this  rare  tid-bit 
which  he  serves  up  to  Alabama  will  prove  : 

We  find  the  following  in  the  Grand  Generalissimo's  report  of  his  visitation  to 
a  Commandery : 

**  The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  conferred  on  the  evening  of  my  visitatioii 
upon  a  clergyman,  and  it  was  very  touching  to  see  a  converted  Hebrew,  with  all 
the  sincere  feeling  and  pathos  imaginable,  delivering  his  lecture  to  that  good 
man,  the  caindidate.*' 

We  never  had  much  use  for  the  converted  from  one  religion  to  another  taking 
front  seats,  where  those  religions  are  so  diametrically  opposed  as  are  Judaism 
and  Christianity.  We  have  the  greatest  respect  for  an  orthodox  Jew,  one  who 
believes  in  and  practices  pure  Judaism  as  taught  in  the  Old  Testament.  ^  On  the 
other  hand,  we  have  no  respect  for  self-styled  Jews,  those  who,  whilcjclaiming  to 
be  Jews,  ridicule  and  sneer  at  the  old  dogmas  of  the  Jewish  religion  and  Jewish 
usages.  There  are  thousands  of  such  Jews.  They  are  about  as  much  Jew  as 
Bob  Ingersoll  is  Christian.  Then  there  is  the  converted  Jew.  There  are  very 
few  of  them  ;  generally  they  come  from  the  free-thinking  Jews,  i.  e.,  those  Jews 
who  had  no  religion  at  all.  These  **  converts  "  make  themselves  very  prominent 
in  Christian  Masonry,  and  manage  in  some  way  to  get  themselves  advertised  as 
**  converted  "  Jews. 

In  all  which  we  heartily  concur.  There  are  lots  of  good  things  in  this  report, 
but  we  are  already  too  tull  to  devote  more  space  to  Sir  E. 

Sir  Huntington  Brown  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  John  N.  Bell,  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  Sir  £.  T.  Carson,  Correspondent. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1891. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Erie,  May  26th,  V.*.  E.*.  Sir 

Joseph  S.  Wright,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Sixty*stx  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Sir  John  Wadsworth,  being  absent,  by  the  advice  of 
his  physician,  the  Grand  Recorder  read  his  address,  in  which  we  find  nothing 
of  general  interest.     The  R.*.  E.\  has  our  sympathy  in  his  affliction. 

Proceedings  local.  Finances  and  Order  in  good  shape.  Total  membership, 
9,200. 

That  **  Giant  Mind,"  Sir  W.  J.  Kelly,  is  the  author  of  the  Correspondence 
Report,  which,  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  the  Order,  is  not  a 
success  ;  nor  is  the  amount  of  information  contained  in  it  at  all  calculated  to  en- 
hance the  popularity  of  these  reports.  We  feel  perfectly  sure  that  Sir  Kelly  is 
fully  competent  to  present  a  good  report,  hence  our  indignation  at  the  "abor- 
tion '*  before  us. 

The  report  covers  thirteen  pages,  and  is  an  alleged  review  of  the  doings  of 
thirty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies!     We  copy  his  entire  review  of  Mississippi, 
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which   is  above  the  average,  in  length,  and  is  very   pleasant  reading  for  >  our 
committee : 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Greenville,  February  ii,  1890,  at 
which  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Grand  Commander,  presided.  His  address  is 
excellent,  and  in  it  he  refers  to  the  proposed  Masonic  Home  of  Mississippi.  Sir 
Geo.  DeLap  furnishes  the  report  on  Correspondence,  much  of  which  would  have' 
been  better  if  it  had  not  been  written.  Personalities  and  slang  are  not  evidences 
of  a  good  report  on  Correspondente,  for  which  the  Treasury  of  the  Grand  Body 
should  be  taxed. 

J.  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Commander ;  John  L.  Power,  Jackson,  Grand 
Recorder. 

We  might  say,  with  equal  propriety  and  more  truth,  that|the  world  would  have 
lost  nothing  had  Pennsylvania  committee  failed  to  report.  When  we  feel  the 
need  will  call  upon  our  brother  for  instructions  a«  to  what  constitutes  a  good  re- 
port on  Correspondence — that  is,  we  would  do  so  did  we  think  him  a  competent 
judge. 

Sir  Jos.  H.  Wright  is  R.*.  £.'.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas  £.  Meyer  Grand 
Recorder.    Correspondent,  Kelly. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA  — 1891. 

The  Eigth  Annual  assembled  in  the  city  of  Watertown  June  8,  1891.  Present: 
R,*.  E.\  Sir  Jno.  F.  Schrader,  Grand  Commander;  E.-.  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley, 
Grand  Recorder ;  Representatives  of  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  quite 
a  crowd  of  those  fancy  attachments,  Grand  Representatives,  not  including  ours, 
were  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  his  official  acts, 
but  contains  nothing  of  special  interest  to  outsiders,  except  a  record  of  the  fact 
that  the  entire  command  took  a  drink  with  Sir  Stephen,  of  Maine,  on  Christmas 
day  at  12  o'clock,  Washington  time,  as  the  manner  of  some  is.  He  pays  appro- 
priate tribute  to  the  courteous  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  The  Order 
is  in  a  healthy  state.  He  issued  several  dispensations  for  the  exemplification  of 
armed  piety,  in  public.  Proceedings  local.  They  are  not  much  richer  than  we 
are.     Total  membership,  559,  an  increase  of  56. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  which  looks  bad. 

R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Sam'l  H.  Jumper  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Bruce  M.  Row- 
ley, Grand  Recorder  ;  Sir  Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Reporter.  (We  hope  he  will 
make  a  report). 

TEXAS-1891  . 

The  3  7th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Waco,  April  7th.  R/.  E.\  Grand 
Commander  L.  M.  Knepfly,  presiding.  Twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  present. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  quite  voluminous  and  is  a  complete  re. 
sume  of  the  acts  of  his  administration. 

0O-5 
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He  repoits  the  Order  in  good,  growing  condition  ;  pays  proper  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions ;  recooi* 
mends  a  change  in  the  by-laws  giving  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  authority 
to  strut  religiously  and  in  God's  house,  on  **Good  Friday,"  and  the  other  Tem- 
plar Dayp,  to  their  hearts  content  and  the  Devil's  delight.  He  granted  no  purely 
bunbumbe  dispensations.  His  decisions  are  sound.  He  visited  and  inspected 
several  of  the  old  and  constituted  two  new  Commanderies.  Proceedings  local. 
Finances  healthy. 

Sir  Robt.  M.  Elgin  is  the  author  of  a  report  on  Correspondence  covering  57 
pages,  and  is  published  in  a  separate  pamphlet.  Why  they  do  this  we  are  un- 
able to  say  unless  it  is  in  order  to  dodge  the  responsibility  for  any  idiosyncraciet 
or  heresies  of  the  author.  Sir  Robert  presents  a  document  that  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  of  the  pamphlets,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  have 
been  printed  with  the  proceedings.  He  gives  Mississippi  for  1890  a  pleasant 
notice  of  nearly  two  pages.  He  has  a  flattering  word  for  Sir  Speed  and  this  Com- 
mittee, for  which  we  are  gratified. 

Anent  our  quotation  of  St.  James'  definition  of  **  Religion"  he  says: 

**We  are  as  far  as  any  can  be  from  advocating  pomp  and  parade  for  the  sake  of 
show,  especially  in  connection  with  serious  and  divine  affairs.  But  how  far  Sir 
Knight  DeLap's  quotation  is  applicable  may  be  a  question.  It  is  said  his  Satanic 
Majesty  is  sometimes  given  to  quoting  Scripture,  and  at  the  risk  of  having  that 
fact  thrown  up  to  us,  we,  while  tempted  to  quote,  will  make  it  venr  brief — 'judge 
not.'" 

Now  the  question  that  is  agitating  the  American  mind  just  now  is,  does  Sir 
Robert  mean  to  call  this  writer  the  Devil,  or  nQt  ?  We  would  like  to  ask  him, 
also,  if  pomp  and  parade  are  not  for  sAow^  what,  under  the  canister  of  Heaven  are 
they  for  ?     Possibly  a  bait  to  catch  simpletons  with. 

Bro.  Elgin  gets  up  a  first-rate  paper,  and  there  are  many  things  in  it  we  should 
be  glad  to  copy,  but  time,  space  and  poverty  forbid. 

Sir  James  Garitty  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Robt.  Brenrster,  Grand  Recorder; 
Sir  Robert  M.  Elgin,  Reporter. 


TENNESSEE  —  1891. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  at  Knoxville,  May  27th.  Sir  Nathan  S.  Wood- 
ward, Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Quite  an  array  of  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders, Past  Commanders,  and  the  representatives  of  13  Subordinate  and  21  Grand 
Commanderies  were  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  eloquent  review  of  his  admiuistra- 
tion.  Its  references  being  almost  entirely  local,  we  refrain  from  using  the  scissors. 
His  decisions  are  in  accord  with  law  and  common  sense.  His  dispensations, 
except  those  authorizing  Dress  Parade  Devotion,  are  O.  K.  He  reports  the 
Order  as  in  capital  condition,  in  all  respects.  Quiet  reigns  to  such  an  extent  and 
wiih  so  happy  results  as  to  induce  him  to  exclaim,  **Peace  hath  her  victories  no 
ess  renowed  than  war."     So  mote  it  be — alwalys. 

Grand  Recorder  Connor  has  this  to  say  regarding  the  late  visit  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter Gobin : 


J 
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**  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  visit  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  of 
Templars  to  this  and  contiguous  States  during  the  past  month  will  be  productive 
of  much  good.  I  am  positive  that  his  words  of  cheer  gave  us  new  hopes  in 
Nashville,  Memphis  and  Chattanooga.  My  only  regret  is  that  he  was  unable  to 
visit  Jackson,  which  so  cordially  invited  him. 

It  may  be  expected  that  in  this  tour  of  Commanderies  in  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  in  which  your  Grand  Recorder  had  the  honor  to  travel 
as  special  escort,  the  Grand  Master  has  been  properly  impressed  with  the  charac- 
teristics of  Freemasonry,  and  especially  of  Templary,  «n  these  Southern  States. 
In  the  mighty  host  of  the  Temple  our  numbers  appear  insignificant,  but  our  spirit, 
aspirations  and  achievements  are  up  to  the  standard." 

All  of  which,  we  hope,  will   **  pan  out"  exactly  as  Bro.  George  predicts. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership  964,  a  gain  of  46. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the,  as  usual,  peerless  production  of  Past 
Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  Geo.  C.  Connor,  and  digests  the  tran- 
sactions of  thirty^seven  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  his  own  inimitable  style  and 
ability.  Mississippi  for  the  current  year  included.  Prefacing  extensive  clippings 
from  Sir  Speed's  address,  he  says :  **  The  Grand  Commander  maintained  his 
reputation  as  jurist  and  rhetorician  in  the  excellent  address  he  read  to  the  Grand 
Commandery.  Had  he  not  been  in  love  with  the  Carlisle  length  of  paragraphs, 
the  composition  had  been  perfect."  We  know  of  but  one  who  could  have  im- 
proved on  the  eflfort,  and  that  is  Connor.  He  quits  Sir  Fred  with  the  following 
invocation,  to  which  we  say  amen :  **  May  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers  long 
preserve  the  lives  of  such  noble  fellows,  who  are  able,  out  of  the  abun- 
dance of  their  personal  experience,  to  bear  such  testimony  to  the  power 
and  influence  of  Freemasonry.  How  different  to  the  coarse  invective  with 
which  so  many  refer  to  our  sunny  land.'-  Precisely  so  !  It  is  the  peculiar  forte 
of  certain  political  barnacles  to  indulge  in  sectional  villification,  but  the  very 
large  majority  of  the  men  who  did  the  fighting  have  always  been  ready  to  recog- 
nize the  fact  th&t  the  war  is  over,  and  that  sectional  lines  should  be  obliterated, 
and  the  country  made  as  great,  glorious  and  powerful  as  God's  good  providence 
will  allow,  and  as  an  united  people  can  make  it.  Any  other  sentiment,  at  this 
period  in  our  country's  history,  is  unpatriotic,  treasonable,  and  accursed. 

We  wish  our  means  would  permit  the  incorporation  of  all  Sir  Connor's  deliv- 
erances in  this  report.  We  are  bound,  however,  to  clip  his  entire  report  refer- 
ring to  ourselves.  Barring  the  pleasant  things  he  says  of  us,  it  will  amuse  you, 
and  you  can  imagine  how  much  fun  and  sound  sense  is  to  be  found  in  the  ninety, 
seven  pages  his  report  covers  : 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Past  Grand  Commander,  made  the  Report  on  Correspon- 
dence. Sorry  he  was  a  little  out  of  sorts  when  he  mounted  the  tripod,  but  glad 
that  health  improved  as  he  progressed.  When  Tennessee  waj»  reached,  my  !  my ! 
Ah,  Sir  George,  we'll  talk  it  all  over  when  we  meet  in  that  land  of  pure  de- 
light, where  pleasures  banish  pain.  Were  >>e  only  a  youth,  we  might  tremble 
for  our  vanity. 

The  following  is  .found  as  criticism  of  Denver's  probable  method  of  influen- 
cing fraters  at  Washington  to  hold  the  next  Triennial  in  that  great  city  of  the 
mountains : 

**  To  put  it  in  plain  English,  have  plenty  of  liquid  refreshments  at  headquar- 
ters to  treat  the  members  of  Grand  Encampment,  and  thereby  secure  their  suf- 
frages for  Denver  as  the  place  !  " 
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And  this  they  did  not  do,  and  it  is  a  pity  Sir  George  believes  that  the  writer 
might  be  influenced  by  refreshments  of  any  kind  !  He  is  one  of  the  members, 
dear  fra.  This,  after  giving  fall  weight  to  the  paragraph,  he  commends  to  our 
consideration. 

Under  the  heading  **  Maine  "  we  extract  this  rare  morsel  of  si^rcasm  : 

'*  It  has  always  looked  stupid  to  me  to  see  the  fuss  made«  both  North  and 
South,  over  the  last  resting  places  of  their  soldier  dead,  and  the  serene  compla- 
cency with  which  they  allow  the  widows  and  children  of  those  same  dead  sol- 
diers to  scratch  gravel  for  their  daily  bread.  There  is  lots  of  buncombe  in  the 
world." 

That  there  is,  dear  brother  ;  but  who  of  us  can  decently  cast  the  first  stone  ? 
There  is  a  trace  of  buncombe  in  every  soul  that  liveth. 

**The  Almighty  takes  little  note  of  forms,  ceremonies  or  language,  but  simply 
requires  the  homage  of  the  hearts  and  the  service  of  the  lives  of  His  worshipers. 
Too  many  side  issues  and  usurpations  of  the  functions  and  missions  of  the  Church 
of  God  is  resulting  in  the  estrangement  of  the  people  from  the  meams  of  grace 
provided  in  the  plan  of  salvation  and  the  adoption  of  humanly  devised  plans  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  end.  We  do  not  object  to  the  observance  of  Elaster 
and  Ascension  days,  provided  the  Order  observes  them  in  such  a  spirit  of  humil* 
ity  and  absence  of  ostentation  as  become  the  house  and  service  of  God." 

Aye,  Sir  George  must  know  just  what  our  Heavenly  Father  demands,  else  he 
would  not  speak  so  positively.  Verily  he  speaks  as  one  having  occult  powers,  and 
not  as  chattering,  plain  mortals  !      Our  salaam  ! 

Ha !  ha ! !  ha ! !!  Here  is  a  good  one  on  our  amiable  Isaacs,  of  the  mother  of 
States  and  statesmen.  Oh,  fy,  Sir  George,  only  Milesians  make  bulls  in  this  land 
of  the  West : 

*<There  is  no  report  on  F.  C,  we  presume  because  Sir  Isaacs,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and  who  is  also  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Triennial  Show,  was  kept 
so  busy  promulgating  Bulls  of  Excommunication  issued  by  his  R.  H.,  the  G.  M., 
that  he  had  no  time  to  attend  to  matters  of  importance,  like  writing  a  good  re- 
port on  this  line  would  have  been." 

If  the  following  is  a  general  description  of  climate,  then  from  the  mosquito 
bars  of  Natchez,  Miss.,  may  the  good  Lord  deliver  us : 

*'In  this  connection  we  wish  to  state  that  we  had  to  get  out  of  bed  on  the  night 
ot  the  2d  inst. — we  write  this  on  January  9,  1890 — aj^d  put  up  a  mosquito  bar  to 
avoid  being  devoured  by  those  musical  pests !  And  to-day  th^  f^fsues  is  green  and 
trees  in  bloom !" 

Positively  we  suffer  mental  intoxication  while  reading  the  report  of  this  mar- 
velous DeLap.  Closing  our  eyes  and  letting  slip  our  imagination,  we  see  his 
rheumatic  anatomy  perched  in  the  centre  of  the  Round  Table,  armed  with  that 
ponderous  battle-axe  that  is  conceded  to  be  mightier  than  the  sword.  His  hair  is 
on  end  as  were  the  quills  of  Shakespeare's  porcupine ;  his  grey  eyes  are  streaked 
with  carmine  ;  lightnings  dart  from  every  angle  of  his  lofty  brow.  The  Mutuah 
dive  beneath  the  table  as  do  ducks  in  a  mill-pond  when  the  doughty  reviewer 
shouts  his  words  of  defiance.  Here  and  there  a  head  pops  up  only  to  be  cracked 
or  crushed  1  *Tis  cowardice  to  stay  below,  'tis  ignominious  defeat  to  dare  to 
arise. 

At  last  Tennessee  meekly  lifts  her  head,  but  at  safe  distance,  and  behold  the 
grim  menace  disappears  and  a  ludicrous  smile  creeps  out  of  his  thin  lips  and  dis- 
appears behind  his  ears.  **Not  yet,"  he  murmurs,  "not  yet ;  you  are  too  young 
and  fresh !  Wait."  The  next  moment,  axe-less  and  loving,  he  is  seated  in  the 
circle,  honored  and  respected,  the  equal  of  all,  the  superior  of  many. 

God  bless  our  physically  afflicted  frater  of  Mississippi,  and  may  he  long  be 
spared  to  do  yeoman's  service  in  the  cause  of  Templary.  And  may  a  kind  Prcr- 
idence  send  us  ere  long  to  your  nook  on  the  bank  of  the  Father  of  Waters. 
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.  We  beg  to  assure  Bro.  C.  that  we  do  not  claim  to  know  the  Almighty  mind, 
except  as  it  is  revealed  in  His  word.  From  that  I  learn  the  Dress  Parade  Devo- 
tion and  Armed  Piety  are  not  pleasing  in  His  sight.  We  must  lay  aside  Tennes- 
see and  will  close  with  Bro.  Conner's 

CONCLUSION. 

The  report  is  closed  this  year  unusually  early,  April  15th,  because  of  the  great 
pressure  upon  our  time.  Should  anything  require  review  between  this  closing 
and  the  Annual  Conclave,  May  28th,  it  will  be  given  attention  in  a  supplement. 

The  foregoing  report  has  been  written  in  the  same  spirit,  and  prompted  by  the 
same  desires  as  the  three  that  have  preceded  it.  I  may  have  erred,  but  I  have 
set  nothing  down  in  malice,  nor  given  expression  to  any  personal  pique,  if  I 
entertain  such  an  unknightly  emotion.  I  have  tried  to  write  in  the  fear  of  God, 
and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  Templary,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  Order  in  Tennessee.  I  sincerely  pray  that  I  may  not  have 
written  in  vain. 

Accompanied  by  my  family,  I  will  sail  (D.  V.)  in  the  Utiuria,from  New  York 
to  Europe,  on  June  13,  1891,  to  be  absent  until  April,  1892.  There  I  hope  to 
recover  a  portion  of  my  lost  youth,  and  gather  materials  for  my  next  report.  I 
I  hope  to  visit  many  of  the  shrines  ot  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and. the  cathedrals 
and  tombs  of  the  Ancient  Templars.  And  what  I  see  and  learn  I  will  tell  you, 
my  dear  fraters,  if  the  Father  spares  and  permits.  I  will  write  from  York, 
Malta,  Newry,  London,  Rhodes  and  Rome.  I  shall  spare  no  pains  to  make  my 
journeyings  instructive  and  pleasant  to  you,  and  I  hope  to  collect  materials  that 
will  be  of  value  esoterically. 

Fraters  of  Tennessee,  my  cup  is  full  while  I  write  these  closing  lines.  I  think 
of  the  future  and  its  unknown  probabilities,  but  I  murmur  not ;  not  even  in  the 
darkest  shadow,  for  my  life  has  been  happier  than  I  deserved.  I  may  never 
address  you  again,  but  I  know  that  you  will  not  forget  m6,  or  blot  from  your 
memories  the  principles  I  have  advocated  since  you  took  me  into  your  con* 
fidence.  I  know  that  if  I  fall,  even  on  a  foreign  shore,  that  I  will  not  go  back  to 
mother  dust  unhonored  and  unsung.  You  will  remember  me  at  the  Conclave 
of  1892. 

Mutuals  beloved,  I  will  not  say  farewell,  but  I  will  ask  that  when  each  of  you 
bow  at  the  Mercy  Seat  that  you  will  remember  your  wantenng  frater.  I  hope  to 
meet  you  all  in  Denver,  in  1892,  but  if  a  merciful  Father  decrees  otherwise  I  beg 
that  you  will  believe  that  if  I  am  alive  my  heart  will  go  out  with  you ;  and  if  I 
am  dead,  and  it  is  permitted,  my  spirit  will  stand  beside  him  who  presides  at  the 
annual  refection. 

And  when  I  am  far  away,  if  I  forget  thee,  my  fraters  beloved,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  its  cunning. 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  him  and  his,  and  bring  them  safe  home,  and 
finally  to  a  home  in  heaven. 

Sir  Robt.  Pillow  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent,  as 
before. 


VERMONT  — 1891  . 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  Tuesday,  June 
9th.  R.*.  £.'.  Sir  Will  F.  Lewis,  Grand  Commander,  pfesiding.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  ten 
Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 
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The  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  well  written  and  is  devoted  almost  entirely 
to  local  affairs.  He  reports  a  steady  growth  of  the  Order  and  the  prevalence  of 
peace  and  quiet  is  inferred. 

We  clip  the  following  as  a  practical  illustration  of  the  fact  that  a  man  some- 
times holds  a  position  the  duties  of  which  he  lacks  the  mental  caliber  to  fill  prop> 
erly : 

**  I  have  also  permitted  the  appearance  in  public  of  our  Commanderies  upon 
Decoration  Day.  There  has  been  some  ciiticism  upon  this  action,  and  the  ques* 
tion  ha*  been  asked,  *'How  can  this  be  called  a  Masonic  occasion  ?"  I  do  not 
claim  that,  strictly  speaking,  and,  and  when  guaged  by  narrow  rules  and  predjn* 
dices,  it  was  what  we  term  **Masonic," — but  I  hold  that  we«  as  Templars,  can  in 
no  better  way  indicate  our  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  government  under  which 
^  we  live — which  is  always  inculcated  a»  a  Masonic  duty,  or  better  demonstrate  our 
devotion  to  the  principles  we  profess — those  grand  characteristice  of  Justice, 
Truth  and  Rational  Liberty — than  in  joining  with  dignity  and  Knightly  bearing 
in  the  observance  ol  the  day  setapait  to  show  our  veneration  for  the  memory  of 
those  patriots  who  gave  their  lives  in  defense  of  their  country's  integrity,  and 
the  maintenance  of  her  liberty  and  honor.  Can  it  be  said  that  it  is  less  ennobling, 
or,  if  you  please,  "Masonic,"  than  the  occasional  junketings  and  "pilgrimages*' 
which  are  allowed  to  pass  without  comment." 

Who  has  questioned  the  **  allegiance  and  loyalty"  of  the  Templars  of  Ver* 
mont  that  they  must  needs  demonstrate  their  purity  by  making  fools  of  them- 
selves and  prostituting  the  Order  to  a  level  with  a  w^ird  caucus ! 

Give  us  rest  on  this  *•  veneration  for  the  memory"  business,  and  if  you  really 
desire  to  show  your  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the  soldier-dead  do  it  by 
ministering  to  the  comfort  of  those  they  left  behind  !  This  dress  parade  appre- 
ciation ain't  worth  shucks  when  ,properly  considered,  and  these  fellows  who  are 
so  anxious  to  show  their  "loyalty"  by  cutting  a  swell  on  "Memorial  Day"  are 
no  better.  The  war  has  been  over  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ;  it  was  a 
civil  war,  a  f;;mily  quarrel,  und  when  it  ended  every  man.  North  and  South,  who 
loved  his  country  was  in  favor  of  burying  everything  connected  with  it  out  of 
sight.  Politicians  and  fools,  the  former  for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and  the 
latter  for  lack  of  sense,  have  kept  alive  the  memories  and  animosities  of  the  war 
by  the  organization  of  the  G.  A.  of  the  Republic,  Sons,  and  baughters  of  Vet- 
erans, Memorial  Days  and  kindred  stupidities,  that  make  a  patriot,  pure  and 
simple,  tired.  Any  man  that  does  aught  to  foster  the  feeling  of  sectional  ani- 
mosity, or  that  revives  the  memories  of  the  war  in  a  kindred  spirit,  ought  to  be 
hung  to  the  nearest  limb  or  lamp  post,  let  him  be  Northern  or  Southern  !  Those 
are  our  sentiments,  and  if  auy  one  objects  to  them  let  him  pitch  right  in  ! 

Proceedings  local.  Our  old  and  talented  friend,  Sir  Fisher,  submits  his  last  re- 
port on  Correspondence,  which,  like  its  predecessors,  is  first-class.  His  review  o^ 
Mississippi  lor  1890  is  very  full  and  pleasing.  He  says  of  Sir  Speed  :  "That  the 
Grand  Commander  was  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  would  testify  at  once,  that  the  ad" 
dress  is  able,  eloquent  and  grand."  Thanks.  He  copies  largely  from  Sir  Fred* 
eric,  has  a  pleasant  word  for  us,  calls  us  DcSap  and  quits. 

We  clip  the  following  to  show  what  sort  of  man  Sir  Fisher  is : 

A  few  words  to  answer  a  criticism  under  Vermont,  last  year.  We  do  not  doubt 
the  loyally  ol  the  Southern  people,  and  we  honor  them  for  the  higher  feelings  of 


1892]        REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENOJB.  71 

the  better  nature  displayed,  as  no  other  people  ever  disolayed  them,  in  defeat 
and  ruin.  The  civil  contest  made  our  union,  for  the  first  time,  a  nation.  And  in 
this  nation  there  should  never  be  any  sectional  feeling. 

In  the  Temple  Order  there  is  no  East  nor  North,  South  nor  West,  for  the  Lord 
is  the  Centre  and  Shrine.  In  the  country,  we  hope  the  same  centre  will  banish 
divisions,  and  the  Templar  say,  for  one  and  all  parts  united,  in  the  words  of  the 
motto,  ''Pro  Deo  Patria." 

We  are  sbrry  to  lose  Bro.  Fisher,  and  hope  it  won't  be  for  long.  May  the  ben- 
ediction of  the  Master  attend  him  always. 

Sir  Kittridge  Haskins  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  W.  G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  Sir  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence. 


WYOMING— 1890. 


The  Third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cheyenne,  July  9-1 1.  Sir  Truman 
B.  Hicks,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.*  Two  Subordinate  Commanderies  rep- 
resented. 

The  address  is  very  short  and  contains  nothing  of  general  interest.  He  issued 
''Special  Order  No.  i,"  authorizing  the  entire  kit  and  caboodie  to  turn  out  on 
"Good  Friday,"  **Easter  and  Ascension  Day,"  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  "at- 
tending the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,"  realty  to  show  their  good  clothes, 
gleaming  swords  and  sich,  using  God's  house  as  a  theatre  for  the  display  !  May 
the  Master  forgive  us  if  we  condemn  this  sort  of  thing  wrongfully.  The  Order 
seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.     Proceedings  local.     Cash,  $192  00. 

Sir  J.  C  Baird  submitted  a  very  good  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  a  majority  of  the  Templar  Grand  Commanderies,  our  own  for  '90 
getting  two  pages.  He  quotes  largely  and  comments  pleasantly  on  Sir  Speed's 
address,  which  shows  his  good  sense 

He  has  this  to  say  of  our  amiable  friend  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  all  of  which  is  cor- 
rect, except  the  assumption  that  the  old  Saracen  is  a  Methodist :  Ordinary 
Methodists  have  more  of  the  grace  of  charity  and  brotherly  kindness  than  Bro. 
Enoch  seems  to  carry  in  stock.  We  have  always  considered  him  a  ***  Nothing 
Arian."     But  here  is  the  clipping  : 

Correspondence  by  Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson,  embracing  181  gages. 

Sir  Carson  is  evidently  a  good  old  elder  of  the  Methodist  persuasion,  judging 
from  the  very  religious  manner  in  which  he  dubs  so  many  Sir  Knights  with  the 
title  of  "Brother."  And  he  deals  with  his  brethren  in  a  good  and  kind  old 
Methodist  fashion,  except  those  who  have  in«roked  his  ire,  and  as  to  these  he 
pounds  his  quill  savagely  on  their  armor,  making  many  a  joint  thrust,  too,  and 
occasionally  unhorsing  one.  Sir  Knight  Carson  seems  tu  have  been  the  target  for 
a  great  many  shafts  of  criticism  on  the  ritual  question,  and  it  appears  he  attracted 
to  his  head  many  blows  on  this  issue.  However,  now  that  the  ritual  question  has 
been  settled,  much  that  has  been  written  by  Sir  Carson  and  Connor  and  others 
need  never  again  be  repeated. 

Sir  Baird  will  do  as  a  Scribe. 

Sir  Otto  Gramm  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  J.  Parshall,  Grand  Recorder  ; 
Correspondence,  as  before. 


72  BXPORT  ON  TBATBRNAL  0OEBB8POin>»0S.  [1892 

WEST    VIRGINIA  — 1891. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Wheelinj^,  May  13th.  Pres- 
ent— R.'.  £.*.  Sir  W.  M.  Hovey,  Grand  Commander;  £.-.  Sir  R. C. Dnnnington, 
Grand  Recorder ;  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  made  a  short  address  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  gen* 
eral  interest.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Officers.  '1  he 
Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  of  $434.71. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership,  572 ;  a  gain  of  80. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  W.  Morris  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 
He  is  also  Chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  and  ought  to  make 
a  repoit. 


WASHINGTON— 1890. 

The  Third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ellensburg,  June  i6th.  Sir  Elijah 
M.  Beatty,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Five  Subordinate  Commanderies  were 
represented. 

(The  pamphlet  contains  also  the  minutes  of  the  Second  Annual,  but  as  they 
are  grown  somewhat  venc/able,  we  skip  them.) 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Beatty  is  a  well  written  and  somewhat 
poetical  paper.     Hear  him  anent  the  Order  : 

"Not  only  in  our  own  jurisdiction  but  throughout  our  beloved  country,  has 
Templarism  pursued  its  silent  and  onward  march,  freighted  with  the  richest 
blessings  of  love  and  happiness  to  all  who  have  taken  shelter  under  its  banner." 

No  great  amount  of  "silence"  is  apparent  to  the  undressed  eye.  Nor  is  there 
any  more  "love"  and  "happiness"  than  would  be  required  to  properly  equip  a 
small  family.  He  issued  one  dispensation  to  parade  on  "Memorial  Day,"  sim- 
ply because  the  Grand  Commandery  had  authorized  the  entire  caboodle  of  them 
to  turn  out  on  that  day,  without  dispensations,  which  being  in  conflict  with  some 
of  the  regulations  of  the  Central  Excrescence,  he  disregarded.  He  redeemed  his 
good  name  and  sense  by  recommending  that  dispensations  for  public  parades  be 
confined  to  Masonic  occasions  only.  The  Grand  Body  adopted  the  suggestion 
and  our  Washingtonians  can  no  longer  strut  in  Templar  costume  on  secular  days. 

Order  healthy.     Total  membership  227,  a  gain  of  26. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  full,  pefect  in  all  its  parts  and  complete  as  a 

whole,  and  is  couched  in  the  words,  sentences  and  language  following,  to-wit — 

that  is  to  say  : 

REPORT  ON   CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  above  caption  doubtless  requires  an  explanation.  It  may  be  misleading, 
and  lest  it  should,  we  will  say,  "  No  Report  on  Correspondence.".  And  why 
not  ?  We  reply  by  saying  that  the  duty  of  preparing  that  report  was  assigned 
to  the  writer  of  this  "  apology,"  and  that  it  has  been  utterly  impossible  for  him 
to  perform  the  task.  It  may  be  proper  also  to  state  that  the  desire  and  expecta- 
tion to  do  80  were  always  present  with  him  until  since  the  moment  of  its  impossi- 
bility of  accomplishment  has  been  fully  demonstrated. 
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Duties  seemingly  by  the  multitude  have  been  constantly  calliug  us  to  action 
during  the  past  year,  and  while  bringing  all  possible  energies  mentally  and 
physically  to  labor  for  their  fulfillment,  we  could  only  accomplish  so  much ;  the 
remainder  must  pass  undone.  Thomas  M.  Reed,  Chairman. 

Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Horace  W.  Tyler ,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Sirs  Tyler,  Reinhart  and  Daniels,  Committee  on  Correspondence. 


WASHINGTO  N— I  8  9  i-'  9  a. 

The  Fourth  Annual  was  held  at  Seattle,  June  I3th-i5th,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Yancey 
C.  Blalock,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Five  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  represented,  and  four  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  brief  rtsume  of  his  administration,  in 
which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  He  says  that  the  Order  has  kept 
pace  with  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  State.  No  buncombe  dispensations. 
Decisions  sound. 

Proceedings  local.     Finances  healthy.     Total  membership  365,  a  gain  of  139  ! 

The  Correspondence,  covering  two  and  a  half  pages,  and  about  as  interesting 
as  it  is  long,  was  presented  by  Sir  H.  W.  Tyler. 

Sir  S.  Harry  Rush  is  R.-.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock, 
Grand  Recorder,  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee. 


WISCONSIN— 1890. 

The  32d  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  October  14  and 
15th.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Adolph  H.  Wagner,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir 
Jno.  W.  Laflin,  Grand  Recorder.  Twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  and  well-written  resume  of  his 
official  acts  and  deliverancrs. 

Among  his  decisions  we  note  that  he  bars  a  candidate  because  of  z.  crooked  leg. 
As  this  decision  is  in  conformity  to  Section  2  of  Code  of  Statutes  G.  E.  Title, 
XLVIII,  which  he  quotes,  we  are  not  disposed  to  quarel  with  the  R.  E.  for  the 
position  he  takes — he  had  no  alternative,  but  we  do  object  to  all  such  nonsense 
in  an  institution  of  the  character  of  ours.  If  we  are  making  soldiers,  tte  argu- 
ment is  sound  ;  if  we  are  engaged  in  elevating,  ennobling  and  bettenng  humani- 
ty, it  is  absurd.  If  Templary  has  no  higher  mission  than  dress-parade  displays, 
which  crooked  legs  and  deformed  bodies,  certainly,  do  not  enhance  the  beauty 
of,  then  the  law  is  a  good  one,  but  if  the  object  of  the  Order  is  higher,  holier 
and  more  commendable,  then  let  us  look  at  the  character,  not  the  legs,  of  can- 
didates. 

No  buncombe  dispensations.  The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  excellent  cne. 
Proceedings  local.     Order  in  excellent  shape. 

The  report  on  Coriespondence  is  the  work  of  that  prince  of  Reporters,  Sir 
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Wm.  C.  Swain,  in  which  the  transactions  of  nearly  all  the  Tenplar  Grand  Bodies 
are  courteously  digested  in  a  paper  of  ninety-five  pages.  Mississippi  for  1890 
getting  four  pages. 

Under  Arkansas  and  anent  the  subject  of  physical  qualifications  for  candidates, 
he  has  this  to  say : 

We  suppose,  as  soon  as  the  candidate  has  **  supplemented  his  abbreviated 
limb/'  he  will  be  eligible.  Fortunately  for  him  it  is  in  his  own  power,  provided 
he  can  earn,  borrow  or  beg  the  necessary  funds,  to  do  away  with  the  physical 
disqualification.  There  seems  to  us  to  be  some  absurdity  in  such  rulings,  but 
still  we  think,  under  the  Code,  we  could  have  been  compelled  to  decide  the  same 
way. 

Sir  William  quotes  from  Sir  Speed's  address  and  has  this  to  say  of  your  Com- 
mittee : 

£.  Geo.  De  Lap's  report  shows  that  he  is  very  much  alive,  despite  of  djrspep- 
sia.  We  are  glad  we  do  not  have  to  write  his  obituary.  We  heard  a  rumor — we 
do  not  know  from  what  source  it  emanated — that  he  had  passed  beyond  the 
shining  river  Investigation  proved  it  to  be  unfounded.  We  very  much  prefer 
that  he  shall  write  our  obituary  notice,  though  the  following  indicates  that  he 
would  consider  it  a  piece  of  stupidity  to  do  so  : 


(• 


It  has  always  looked  stupid  to  me  to  see  the  fuss  made,  both  North  and 
South,  over  the  last  resting  places  of  their  soldier  dead  and  the  serene  compla* 
cency  with  which  they  allow  the  widows  and  children  of  those  same  dead  sol- 
diers to  **  scratch  gravel,"  as  the  saying  is,  for  their  daily  bread.  There  is  lots 
of  buncombe  in  the  world." 

In  paying  his  compliments  to  us,  he  says  : 

**  We  hope  Bro.  Swain  has  resorted  to  no  disreputable  practices  in  attain- 
ing his  lofty  position  in  the  corps,  as  Jacob  did  to  increase  the  number  of 
ring-streaked  and  speckled  cattle  !  If  Laban  had  an  idea  that  he  could  euchre 
a  descendant  of  Abraham,  he  made  a  mistake  not  common  in  our  day." 

It  never  occurred  to  us  to  ask  ourself  the  question.  But  now  it  is  asked,  we 
we  give  it  up.  We  can't  answer  it.  At  first  thought  we  would  have  said  no, 
but,  on  second  thought,  we  have  been  placing  such  a  variegated,  ring-streaked 
and  speckled  mass  of  extracts  before  the  eyes  of  our  readers,  these  seven  years — 
how  can  we  tell  what  their  effect  has  been?  If  so  requested,  we  will  plead 
guilty. 

I  have  never  said,  thought  or  intimated  that  there  was  anything  stupid  or 
wrong  in  paying  proper  respect  to  the  dead,  and  Bro.  Swain  knows  it.  He  also 
knows,  and,  in  his  heart,  fully  endorses  the  sentiment  contained  in  the  quota- 
tion. I  thank  the  good  God  that  I  am  yet  alive,  and  also  that  no  call  has  been 
made  for  an  obituary  notice  of  Bro.  Swain,  and  pray  that  he  '*  may  live  long  and 
prosper." 

There  are  about  two  thousand  pleasant  things  to  read  in  Sir  Swain's  report, 
all  of  which  we  would  be  glad  to  incorporate  in  ours,  but  the  report  would  be 
too  long. 

R.-.  E.'.  Sir  E.  G.  Jackson  is   Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent same  as  before. 
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WISCONSIN— 1891. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  at  Milwaukee,  October  I3th-I4th,  R.'.  E.-.  E.G. 
Jackson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  address  is  a  short,  well  written  and,  locally,  an  interesting  paper.  His 
decisions  are  sound.     His  dispensations  for  proper  purposes. 

Twenty«four  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented.  Proceedings  local.  To- 
tal membership  2,388.     Finances  healthy.     Order  in  excellent  shape. 

Oar  old  and  excellent  friend,  Swain,  is  again  the  author  of  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  the  most  of  the  Templar  World  has  inch  attention  as 
only  he  can  give.     His  opening  is  characteristic      Here  it  is : 

We  herewith  present  our  ninth  report.  Nine  is  a  cabalistic  number,  but  we  do 
not  expect  on  that  account,  that  our  readers  will  search  for  any  hidden  meaning 
in  the  report.  The  nine  is  sometimes  considered  to  be  of  no  account,  because  it 
is  neither  high  nor  low,  and  doesn't  count  for  game.  An  American  author  at- 
taches a  peculiar  significance  to  the  lead  of  the  nine  ;  but  as  we  do  not  feel  the 
significance,  we  will  lead  with,  etc. 

He  devotes  three  pages  to  Mississippi  for  1891,  most  of  it  regulating  and  con- 
demning the  idiosyncracies  of  this  committee,  for  all  of  which  we  are  obliged  ; 
says  Sir  Hayes'  address,  is  the  shortest  on  record — less  than  two  pages. 

Referring  to  the  creation  of  Sir  J.  D.  Miles  as  Honorary  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander, he  asks :  '*Will  DeLap  please  explain  how  they  can  make  a  Past  Grand 
Commander,  even  though  honorary,  out  of  one  who  has  never  held  the  posi- 
tion ?"  Can't  tell  exactly  hew  we  could  do  it,  but  the  fact  remains  that  we  did  do 
it,  and  it  was  eminently  right. and  proper  that  we  should  do  it.  We  knew  it  and 
acted  accordingly. 

He  has  this  to  say  in  reference  to  our  remarks  on  Dress- Parade  Piety,  Pessim- 
ism, etc.: 

Women  are  admitted  to  be  more  devotional  than  men  and  more  conscientious 
and  devout  church  goers.  But  did  he  ever  know  any  woman,  even  the  best  of 
her  sex,  to  be  willing  to  go  to  church  Easter  if  her  new  spring  bonnet  had  not 
come  home  ?  No  one  but  a  bigot  is  willing  to  say  there  is  no  true  religion  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  But  haven't  they,  in  all  ages,  spent  vast  sums  of  money 
in  the  adornment  of  their  churches?  And  is  there  not  a  tendency  on  the  part  oif 
their  Protestant  brethren  to  imitate  them  in  this  respect  ?  Then  why  find  fault 
with  the  poor  deluded  man,  who  fancies  he  is  adorning  himself  for  the  service  of 
God  when  he  puts  on  his  fine  feathers  ?  DeLap  himself  uses  the  ritual  in  his 
Templar  service.  Why  isn't  that  an  affectation  just  as  much  as  the  uniform? 
Why  not,  with  equal  propriety,  throw  that  away  and  fall  back  upon  the  old- 
fashioned,  ungrammatical  extempore  exhortation  ? 

How  is  this  little  bit  of  pessimism  on  the  same  subject  ?  If  our  reading  is  cor- 
rect, similar  remarks  were  in  order  several  thousand  years  ago,  and  were  proba- 
bly made  by  the  original  '^connecting  link,"  when  he  saw  his  descendant  try  to 
wear  clothes  instead  of  going  about  in  his  native  hair  : 

'*The  world  is  on  the  road  to  hell,  down  grade,  and  the  train  is  made  of  forms, 
ceremonies,  the  observance  of  holy  days  and  a  desire  in  the  human  heart  to  attain 
heaven  by  some  other  way  than  that  traveled  by  that  innumerable  multitude, 
whom  John  saw,  **who  came  up  through  great  tribulation,"  not  in  uniform  or 
with  nodding  plumes!" 

Does  DeLap  remember  the  statement  of  the  * 'Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table," 
of  how  he  once  ate  too  much  rich  pie  for  dinner,  and  wrote  several   poems  in 
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which  he  took  very  desponding  views  of  life,  and  thought  everything  was  going 
to  the  dogs?  But  alter  he  recovered,  he  labeled  them  <'pie-crast,"  and  cnxefnily 
put  them  away,  and  would  not  let  them  see  the  light.  We  are  anzions  to  read 
one  of  the  cheerful  reports  which  DeLap  is  going  to  write  after  he  is  cured  of 
dyspepsia. 

Will  DeLap  please  explain  how  they  can  make  a  Past  Grand  Commander,  even 
though  honorary,  out  of  one  who  has  never  held  the  position  7 

There  is  no  similarity  between  the  adornment  of  women  in  the  chnrch«  the 
gorgeousness  of  the  Catholic  worship .  and  the  matter  at  issue,  and  Bro.  Swain 
knows  it.  With  the  women  it  is  natural  for  them  to  look  lovely  and  God  intended 
they  should.  The  church  of  Rome  adorns  its  houses  of  worship  and  decks  its 
priests  in  magnificence,  all  of  which  is  in  perfect  propriety  now  as.  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Solomon.  There  is  no  precedent,  however,  for  an  uniformed  and  armed 
tongregation^  outside  of  our  Order. 

We  beg  to  assure  Bro.  Swain  that  all  these  ideas  of  ours  are  consdentioMS^  not 
dyspeptic,  nor  has  the  experience  of  the  ** Autocrat"  anything  in  common  with 
ours.  We  are  glad  he  approves  as  much  of  our  effort  as  he  does.  As  we  have 
already  reviewed  Wisconsin  for  1890  in  this  report  we  must  quit.  God  bless  all 
the  Badgers! 

Sir  D.  Lloyd  Jones  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  J.  W.  Laflin,  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  Correspondent,  as  before. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  our  work  is  done,  we  hope  to  your  satisfaction,  although  it  is  far 
from  {^easing  us.  Under  the  circumstances  of  continued  ill  health,  which  have 
prevailed,  it  is  the  best  we  had  in  the  shop.  Though  feeling  so  badly,  most  of 
the  time,  there  has  been  an  element  of  pleasure  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty. 
We  have  tried  to  be  just  and  kind,  but  if  we  have  failed,  or  if  we  have  said  a 
word  that  would  or  could  wound  the  sensibilities  of  any  of  our  brethren,  we 
sincerely  regret  it,  and  beg  to  withdraw  it,  and  that  it  may  be  as  though  never 
having  been  written.  There  is  naught  in  our  heart  but  a  feeling  of  affection 
and  kindness  for  each  and  all  of  those  with  whom  we  have  talked,  whom  we 
may  have  scolded,  and  we  earnestly  pray  the  Father  of  Mercies  to  let  His  bene- 
diction rest  upon  each  and  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  come. 

Courteously  and  lovingly  yours, 

,E.  G-  Del  A?. 
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^     SIR  IRA  BERRY, 


THE  VETERAN  GRAND  RECORDER 
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,  CHAPMAN, 

INC    YEARS 

^ND  COHHANDERY 


op  0|1B 

Whose  memory  is  forever  blessed,  and  like  the  green  . 
bay.  tree  shall  flourish  in  immortal  green, 


PMST  ORJ{HD  COIHKMKDER 


OF 


TEMPLARS    IN    ILLINOIS, 


WHO 


Was  bom  at  Townsend,  Va.,  April  21,  1889,  and  whose 
mortal  put  on  Immortality  at  Chloa^o,  111., 


MARCH    28,    1891. 


We  write  of  him  in  biB  own  beautifal  words : 

"  'Tis  sitid  tliere  is  a  Cliuroh  of  Orief,  where  all 
The  memberB  know  each  other.   Ah  t  how  great 
The  Church  of  Joy  above,  where  angel  throngs 
Will  know  us  all,  as  one  by  one  we  pass 
Beyond  the  boundary  line  between  to-day 
Of  world  to  that  to-morrow  of  Heaven,  whose 
Gates  of  pearl  swing  wide." 


How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle !  I  am 
distressed  fOr  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan :  very  pleasant  bast 
thou  been  to  me.  F.  B. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Edmund  R.  Hastings Montgomery. 

Arkansas Jas.  A.  Henry Little  Rock. 

California ...Thos.  H.  Caswell San  Francisco. 

Canada,  Great  Priory Daniel  Spry Barrie,  Ontario.  ' 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Parmelee Denver. 

Connecticut Jos.  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

England  and  Wales W.  Tinkler London,  22,  C.  L. 

Georgia '. . . .Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana Wm.  H.   Smythe Indianapolis. 

Iowa Alf.  Wingate Des  Moines. 

Ireland John  A.   Baker Dublin. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown Kansas  Citj. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninger  . . .  .Covington. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Stephen  Berry Portland. 

Maryland F.  J.  S.  Gorgas Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island). . Benj .  W.  Rowell Lynn. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota Thos.  Montgomery St.  Paul 

Mississippi .J.  L.   Power Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St  Louis. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York Robt.  McCoy New  York. 

North  Dakota Wm.  P.  Perkins Bismarck. 

North  Carolina Horace  H.  Munson Wilmington. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell. Dayton 

Oregon Jas.  F.  Robinson Eugene. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meyer Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Lindsey  M acrersey Edinburg. 

South  Dakota Bruce  M.*.  Rowley Huron. 

Tennessee Geo.  C.  Connor Chattanooga. 

Texas Robt.  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds Burlington. 

Victoria,  Great  Priory T.  O.  Neuman Melbourne,  Aus, 

Virgina Wm.  B.    Isaacs Richmond. 

Washington Yancey  C.  Blalock Walla  Walla. 

Wyoming Adrian  J.  Parshall Cheyenne. 

West  Virginia R.  C.  Dunnington Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  W.   Laflin Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment. — Sir  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Grand  Master,  Pennsylvania  ;  Wil. 
liam  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond  Va.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Con- 
clave, at  Denver,  Colorado,  August  9,  1891. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  TO  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand  Commandery,  ReptesentaHve — Postoffice.  Date  of  Commission, 

Alabama .James  M.  McKek,  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Arkansas Rev.  W.  P.  Browne,  Meridian* January  15,  1890. 

California 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchbtt,  M.  D.,  Vicksburg January  24,  1890, 

Connecticut 

Georgia 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Paxton,  p.g.c.,  Vicksburg* January  22,  1890. 

Indiana 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c.  Vicksburg December  31,  1889. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Natchez January  15,  1890. 

Kentucky Jno.  H.  Gordon,  p,g.c,  Port  Gibson.. .  .January  i,  1890. 

Louisiana. 

Maine 

Maryland Frank  Burkitt.  Okolona February  10,  1890. 

Massachusetts   and 

Rhode  Island. .  .B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.g.c,  Columbus January  15,  1890. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Rombergbr,  p.g.c,  Winona January  15,  1890. 

Missouri J.  L.  Power,  Jackson February  4,  1890. 

Montana R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen March  10,  1889. 

Nebraska 

New  Jersey N.  S.  Walker,  p.g.c  ,  Port  Gibson January  6,  1889. 

North  Dakota : . 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1890. 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee Wm.  Starling,  Greenville January  21,  1890. 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez January  24,  1891. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg January  17,  1890. 

Washington.' King  Dorwart,  Greenville January  24,  1890. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming R.  B.  Brannin,   Aberdeen January  24,  1890. 


^Removed  from  State. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPL 


Grand  Comntandery ,  Re^esentaHves-^Postoffice,        Date  of  Commisskm, 

Alabama. Wm.  G.  Little,  Mobile.., January  18,  189a 

Arkansas Geo.  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City. January  18,  189a 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell,  San  Frahciseo. .  December  23,  1890. 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville. .January  2,  1890. 

Connecticut Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden July  10,  1891. 

Georgia. 

Illinois Jas.  C.  Hawley,  Dixon December  23,  189a 

Indiana Jno.  W.  Crupt,  Terre  Haute November  28,  1889. 

Iowa James  Morton December  18,  1889. 

Kansas John  M.  Price,  Atchison January  18,  1890. 

Kentucky Regnald  Heber  Thompson June  18,  1892. 

Louisiana 

Maine J.  H.  Drummond,  Portland December  23,  1889. 

Maryland Geo   Cook,  Baltimore April  9,  1891 . 

Mass.  &  Rhode  Island 

Minnesota Calvin  L.  Spaulding,  Brainard. . .  January  18,  189a 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Docker y,  St.  Louis February  5,  1890. 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City 

Nebraska  Sam'l  W.  Hays,  Norfolk January  24,  189a 

New  Hampshire Rbv.  Daniel  Crane  Roberts,  D. 

D.,  Concord 

New  Jersey Thos.  Godson December  23,  1889. 

New  York Horace  E.  Allen,  Binghampton.  .January  18,  1890. 

North  Dakota James  A.  Jenks,  Grand  Forks June  8,  1891. 

North  Carolina J.  W.  Hunter,  Winston. December  20,  1889. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Jas.  H.  Codding,  Towanda July  10,  1891. 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton July  10,  189 1. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell,  Nashville  ..  .January  21,  189a 

Texas Henry  M.  Holmes,  Austin May  i,  1891. 

Vermont Geo.  W.  Squire,  Swanton January  18,  1889. 

Virginia , 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma. . .  May  24,  1889. 

Wisconsin 

West  Virginia Thos.  M.  Darrah,  Wheeling February  6,  1890. 

Wyoming Sam'l  J.  Dickey,  Evanston January  18,  1890. 


GRAND  COMMANDERS, 

From  Organization  1857  to   1892. 


Wm.  H.  Stevbns 1857  to  1858— Died,  October  13,  1866. 

Geo,  p.  Crump 1858  to  1859— Died,  i860. 

Giles  M.  Hillyer 1859  to  i860— Died,  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  W.  Walter i860  to  1861— Died,  Sept'r  19,  1878. 

Benj.  S.  Tappan ; 1861  to  1866— Died,  March  i,  1866. 

Edward  Lea 1866  to  i867~Died,  1867. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to  1868— Died,  Dec'ber  29,  1878. 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 1868  to  1869— Died,  January  26,  1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to  1870— 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to  187 i—>Died,  October  14,  1872. 

Wm.  S.  Patton 1871  to  1872— Died,  Julys,  *889. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to  1873— 

E.  T.   Henry 1873  to    874— Died,  April  10,  188 1. 

P.  M.  Savery,  Tupelo ....1874  101875 — 

GiD.  W.  Cox,  Columbus 1875  101876— 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson ^. . . .  1876  to  1877-— 

Wm.  A.  Fairchild 1877  to  1878— Died,  Sept.  20^  1878 

Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg 1878  to  1879— 

Chas.  M.  Erwin 1879  to  1880 — 

Wm.  G.  Bknbrook,  Natchez 1880  to  1881— 

Wm.  French 1881  to  1882— Died,  April  28,  1884 

Jas.  T.  Meade 1882  to  1883— 

H.  M.  RoMBERGER,  WinoiiO. 1883  to  1884— 

W.  P.  TowLER,  Jackson,  Tenn 1884  to  1885— 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson 1885  to  1886— 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  M.  D.,  Columbus 1886  to  1887— 

N.  S.  Walker,  Port  Gibson 1887  to  1888— 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to  1890 — 

Jas.  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 1890  to  1891 — 

J.  £.  Leigh,   Columbus 1891  to  1892— rDied,  November  7,  1891. 

W.  A.  Bordenhamer 1892  to  1893— 


HONORARY  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDERS. 

John  D.  Miles,  p.e.c Magnolia,  No.  2 — elected  1892. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.e.c Mississippi,  No.  i — elected  1891 


FEES    FOR    THE    ORDERS- 

Shall  not  be  less  than  forty  dollars,  but  each  Commandery  may  charge  a  higher 
sum.  Fees  cannot  be  remitted,  directly  or  indirectly.  Recorder  is  responsibie 
for  their  payment. 

ANNUAL   DUES. 

Amount  is  fixed  by  each  Commandery,  payable  on  or  before  Stated  CondaYc 
in  December.  Two  year's  indebtedness  forfeits  membership,  and  the  member 
can  only  be  reinstated  by  paying  up  all  arrearages ;  but  "the  Commandery  may 
excuse  the  payment  of  dues  under  peculiar  circum$tai^ces." 

DUES    TO    GRAND    COMMANDERY. 

Committee  on  Templar  Law  has  decided  that  the  dues  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  each  Templar  created  during  year, 
is  five  dollars,  and  that  a  resolution  in  18^  proposing  to  reduce  same,  is  yotd 
because  a  constitutional  amendment  could  not  be  entertained  or  adopted  except 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  Constitution.  And  the  Grand  Commandery,  in 
1891,  decided  that  the  dues  should  remain  at  five  dollars.  The  fee  for  each  mem- 
ber on  the  roll  December  27,  is  one  dollar ;  and  one  dollar  per  annum  for  each 
member  reinstated,  for  the  number  of  years  the  Commandery  requires  arrear- 
ages to  be  paid. 

JURISDICTION    OF   COMMANDERIES. 

Section  3,  General  Regulations,  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Commanderies 
over  applicants  for  the  Orders  was  repealed  in  1886,  vide  page  12,  proceedings, 
and  all  restrictions  upon  jurisdiction  over  candidates  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
''abolished."  It  is  entirely  competent  for  a  Commandery  in  the  extreme  south- 
ern limits  of  the  State  to  entertain  a  petition  from  a  candidate  residing  in  the 
most  northern  ;  in  other  words,  applicants  may  go  where  they  please  for  the  Orders 
so  long  as  they  do  not  go  outside  of  the  State. 


IN  DEX. 


PAGK 

Aberdeen  Commandery— organization  of 6,  1 1,  14 

Address  of  Grand  Commander 4,  10 

Bahin,  G.  J. — report  of,  as  Grand  Treasurer 13 

— re-elected  Grand  Treasurer 14 

Bodenhamer,  W.  A. — address  of 4-10 

— elected  Grand  Commander 14 

Buchanan,  J   M — elected  Grand  Warder 14 

Brown,  S.  B.— elected  Grand  Sword  Bearer 14 
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STANDING  COmmiTTHES. 

Templar  Law — Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg ;  Wm.  G.   Paxton,    Vicksburg  ; 
P.  M .  Savery,  Tupelo. 
Frx\ternal  Correspondence — E  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez. 
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GRAHD  commflHDEJ^v. 


THIIITVmTHIIID     Rfiri^flli     COHCIiAVH. 


HE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi  assembled 
in  its  Thirty-Third  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of  Rosalie  Com- 
mandery No.  5,  in  the  new  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Natchez, 
c)  •     on  Monday,  February  6,  1893,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

PRESENT. 

R.*.  E.'.  W.  A.  BoDENHAMER Grand  Commander. 

V. • .  E.'.  S.  W.  Ferguson Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.'.  J.  C.  French Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.'.  Wm.  Cross Grand  Captain-General. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Augustus Grand  Prelate. 

E.-.  Wm.  Starling Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.'.  F.  P.  Jenkins Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.'.  G.  J.  Bahin Grand  Treasurer. 

E.-.  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  J.  F.  Hodges as  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.'.  G.  SMALSikAF as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E,'.  J.  M.   Buchanan Grand  Warder. 

E.'.  John  Schlottman Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

The  following  Grand  Officers  being  absent  : 

Sir  E.  C.  Carroll Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  S.  B.  Brown Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Also  present : 

SiE  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  P.  M    Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook Past  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed Past  Grand  Commander. 

Also  present,  the  Representatives  of  nine  Commanderies,  and  a  large  number 
of  visitors  from  Rosalie  and  other  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  Form. 
The  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the 
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Committee  on*  Credentials — Sirs  John  K.  Fulson,  G.  Smalshaf  and  W.  G- 
Sykes. 

The  Committee,  forthwith,  submitted  the  following  report : 

REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE    ON    CREDENTIALS. 

To  THE  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  Com- 
manderies  are  represented  by  the  Sir  Knights  named,  who  are  entitled  to  seats 
in  this  Grand  Kody  : 

Mississippi,  No.  i — 

C.  W.  Ileitzman,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 
Jos.  W.  Power,  proxy  lor  Generalissimo. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

John  Schlottman,  Eminent  Commander. 

Rosalie,  No.  5 — 

G.  J.  Bahin,  Eminent  Commander. 
J.  F.  Dixon,  Generalissimo. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.E.C.,  Captain-General. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6— 

John  K.  Fulson,  P.G.c,  Eminent  Commander. 

De  Molay,  No.  8 — 

B.  A.  Weaver,  Captain*General. 

Cyrene,  No.  9 — 

G.  Smalshaf,  Eminent  Commander. 

IvANHOE,  No.  10 — 

N.  G.  Augustus,  Eminent  Commander. 

J.  M.  Davis,  Generalissimo. 

J.  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  Captain-General. 

Delta,  No.  16 — 

Wm.  Starling,  Eminent  Commander. 
S.  W,  Ferguson,  Captain-General. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17 — 

W.  G.  Sykes,  Captain-General. 

Holly  Springs  No.  4,  Canton  No.  12,  and  Coeur  de  Lion  No.  13  arc  not  repre- 
sented. 

Your  Committee  are  also  pleased  to  report  the  presence  of  the  following^  Sir 
Knights  from  different  Commanderies  :  Edwin  Wright,  Jas.  H.  Gunning,  R.  B. 
Brannin,  C.  F.  Merrick,  E.  J.  Guice,  M.  Neihysel.  C.  N.  Simpson,  ^  J.  Ellis, 
A.  A.  Posey,  Jas.  T.  Harrison,  M.  Franklin,  R.  Collins,  J.  F.  Hodges,  VV.  X. 
Wilson,  Geo.  C.  Hoskins,  W.  D.  Ferriss,  J.  S.  Gaynor,  John  Conner,  Oscar  F^ 
Bledsoe,  Frank  Rumble,  W.  B.  Lewis,  W.  B.  Ervin. 

Courteously  submitted, 

John  K.  Fulson, 
G.  Smalsraf, 
W.  G.  Sykes, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander  then  read  his  Annual  Address,  as  follows  : 
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ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Sir  Knights — It  is  with  unalloyed  pleasure  that  1  greet  you  in  the  Queen 
City  of  the  South,  and  extend  my  heartiest  welcome  to  this,  the  Thirty-third 
Grand  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  That  this  progres- 
sive and  prosperous  people  understand  and  appreciate  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristics of  Knights  Templar,  charity  and  hospitality,  is  evidenced — the  latter  by 
the  earnest  welcome  and  unbounded  hospitality  they  have  to-day  extended  to 
you,  and  the  former  by  the  Orphan  Asylums  located  within  the  city,  or  at  its 
gates.     May  they  live  long  and  ever  be  coniented,  prosperous  and  happy. 

Having  offered  to  the  "  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  "  our  grateful  thanks  for  His 
manifold  blessings  in  the  past,  and  invoked  His  guidance,  protection  and  sup- 
port in  the  work  before  us,  let  us  consider  well  the  duties  and  necessities  of  the 
hour  and  act  with  the  discretion  and  devotion  which  become  Christian  Knight- 
hood. 

GONE    BEFORE. 

Whilst  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  our  lines  are  unbroken,  it  is  with 
regret  and  anguish  that  I  note  the  devastation  wrought  by  the  monster  Death 
in  other  parts  of  the  Templar  vineyard. 

I  have  Been  officially  notified  of  the  demise  of  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Nicholas  Van 
£Iyck,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  which 
occurred  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  March  the  3d,  1892. 
Sir  Van  Slyck  was,  at  the  time  Qf  his  death,  the  Representative  of  this  Grand 
Commajidery  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  faithful  in  all  the  walks  of  life.*  As  our  Representative,  his  duties  were 
well  performed  and  duly  appreciated!  ilis  Grand  Commander  says  of  him : 
'*  In  the  death  of  this  good  and  amiable  man,  society  has  lost  one  of  its  bright- 
est jewels  and  Freemasonry  an  ardent,  earnest  and  enthusiastic  adherent.  Devo- 
ted to  the  interest  of  his  profession,  faithful  to  every  trust  committed  to  his 
charge,  his  entire  life  is  a  monument  of  noble  endeavor  in  good  works."  Mis- 
sissippi mourns  with  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

The  venerable  and  beloved  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  Past  Eminent  Commander  of 
Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i,  departed  this  liie  at  Canon  City,  Colorado,  on 
the  2d  of  last  month.  He  was  made  a  Mason  at  Canandaigua,  New  York,  about 
seventy  years  ago,  and  was  said  to  be  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  world.  Most  of 
his  business  and  Masonic  life  was  spent  in  this  State.  He  assisted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  this  Grand  Body  in  1857,  and  was  active  and  prominent  in  the  other 
Grand  Bodies.  During  the  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Denver,  in 
August  last,  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Sir  Knights  from  this  Jurisdiction  to  pay 
the  venerable  frater  a  visit,  which  he  greatly  enjoyed.  I  recommend  .that  a  more 
extended  mention  be  made  of  the  long  and  useful  life  of  our  beloved  frater  by  a 
special  committee  or  otherwise. 

Other  deaths  of  distinguished  Sir  Knights  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  so  far  as  known  to  me,  are  as 
follows ; 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  J.  S.  Tower,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Virginia,  January  29, 
J  892. 
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R.-.  £.'.  Sir  £.  D.  Benedict,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Michigan,  January 
3o»  "892. 

R.-.  E.*.  Sir  S.  G.  Owen,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Nebraska,  March  S, 
1892. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  John  Byrd,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Maine,  March  10,  1892. 

R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Wiliam  Hacker,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Itidiana,  March  30, 
1892. 

R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Daniel  Dustin,  Past  Grand  Commander  ot  Illinois,  March  30, 
1892. 

R.*.  £.'.  Sir  John  S.  Lyle,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Kentucky,  April  13, 
1892. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  J.  S.  Titus,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  California,  April  22,  1892. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  J.  E.  Krebs,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Maryland,  April  26, 
1892. 

R.\  E.*.  Sir  S.  T.  Williams,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Indiana,  April  29, 
1892. 

All  courteous  Knights,  good  and  true.     They  have  simply  crossed  over  the 

river,  and,  on  their  bright  shields,  are  resting  **  in  the  shade  of  the  trees." 

CONSTITUTION   OF   ABERDEEN   COMMANDBRY. 

At  last  Grand  Conclave  a  charter  was  granted  to  Aberdeen  Commandery,  U. 
D.  In  conformity  with  this  action  the  charter  was  duly  issued,  and  upon  my 
warrant  the  Sir  Knights  of  the  Commandery  were  summoned  to  convene  in 
their  Asylum,  on  the  evening  ot  June  the  3d,  1892,  for  the  purpose  of  constitu- 
tion. There  was  a  full  attendance.  By  request  I  was  present.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  E.'.  Sir  N.  G.  Augustus,  Sirs  J.  M.  Davis  and  J.  F.  Hodges,  of  Ivanhoe 
Commandery  No.  10,  I  duly  constituted  said  Commandery  as  Aberdeen  No.  17, 
and  installed  E.*.  Sir  F.  P.  Jinkins  as  Eminent  Commander,  Sir  W.  B.  Walker 
as  Generalissimo,  and  Sir  W.  G.  Sykes  as  Captain-General.  The  other  officers 
were  then  chosen  and  duly  installed.  These  ceremonies  having  been  concluded, 
and  there  being  in  waiting  several  candidates  who  had  been  previously  duly 
elected  to  receive  the  orders,  the  Commandery  proceeded  to  confer  them.  The 
work  was  well  done.  The  officers  and  Sir  Knights  are  entitled  to  commenda- 
tion for  their  proficiency.  Before  closing  the  Commandery  a  sumptuous  ban- 
quet was  spread,  at  which  the  visitors  won  immortal  renown  by  the  vigorous 
and  spirited  manner  in  which  they  disposed  of  the  delicious  viands. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

During  the  year  I  granted  a  number  of  special  dispensations  to  confer  the 
Orders  out  of  the  regular  course  for  reasons  which  appeared  good  and  sufficient. 
In  each  case  the  application  was  based  on  the  vote  of  the  Commandery.  I  re- 
fused to  grant  two  such  requests  because  of  their  irregularity  and  the  absence  of 
any  valid  reason.  I  granted  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  a  dispensation  to  hold 
public  religious  services,  in  uniform,  on  Ascension  Day.  I  also  granted  a  gen- 
eral permit  to  all  the  Commanderies  of  the  Jurisdiction  to  hold  public  Christmas 
service.  • 

I  have  had  no  calls  for  opinions  or  constructions  of  law  on  any  question  of 
importance,  and,  therefore,  have  made  no  decision  worth  noting  here. 
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INSPECTION. 

No  inspection  of  Commanderies  has  been  had  in  this  Jurisdiction  during  the 
term  just  closed.  However,  by  invitation,  I  visited  Cyrene,  No.  9,  at  Meridian, 
on  the  29th  of  December  last,  and  Aberdeen,  No.  17,  on  the  26th  day  of  Janu- 
ary following.  They  conferred  the  Orders  with  their  own  forces.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  be  able  to  compliment  them  for  the  able  and  knightly  manner  in  which 
they  did  the  work,  and  especially  for  the  interest  they  are  awakening  in  the 
cause  of  Knighthood  at  their  respective  Stations.  I  predict  for  thom  a  prosperous 
future.  For  courteous  knights  and  generous  hospitality  they  are  among  the  peers 
of  Templars.  If  the  other  Commanderies  of  the  State  are  keeping  pace  with 
them,  or  leading  them,  as  I  sincerely  hope  they  are,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  will  cease  to  make  sport  of  the  paucity  of  Templars  in 
Mississippi. 

TRIENNIAL. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman  ot  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  tor  the 
pilgrimage  to  Denver,  and  to  facilitate  as  fariu  I  could  the  success  of  the  special 
train  provided  by  him  for  visitors  from  this  State  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  I 
issued  the  order  following  : 

Headquarters  Grand  Commandbry, 
Knights  Teemplar,  State  of  Mississippi, 

Okolona,  July  14,  1892. 

To  the  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi; 

Past  Grand  Commander  J.  J.  Hayes,  Chairman  Committee  of  Arrangements 
of  this  Jurisdiction,  on  account  of  the  .'approaching  Triennial  at  Denver,  having 
engaged  a  special  train  with  sleeping  and  other  accommodations,  it  is  suggested 
that  Mississippi  Knights,  contemphiting  the  pilgrimage,  join  the  same. 

It  is  hereby  acknowledged  and  declared  the  official  train  of  this  State.  I  hope 
Mississippi  will  be  well  represented. 

Fraternally  and  Courteously, 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Grand  Commander. 

Circumstances  over  which  I  could  exercise  no  control  prevented  my  attend- 
ance. Whilst  a  great  disappointment  to  me,  I  am  sure  the  fraters  from  Missis- 
sippi lost  none  of  the  zest  of  pilgrimage  on  account  of  my  absence.  From  the 
newspapers  and  accounts  of  attending  Sir  Knights,  I  conclude  that  Mississippi 
made  quite  a  creditable  showing.  Being  under  the  command  of  our  valiant  and 
magnanimous  Sir  Knight,  the  Grand  Cap  tain- General,  it  could  not  hatre  been 
otherwise.  He  kindly,  on  request,  furnished  me  with  a  report,  in  detail,  of  the 
pilgrimage.     It  is  as  follows  : 

Greenville,  Miss.,  January  2d,  1893. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Grand  Commander,  K.  T.,  Okolona  : 

My  Dear  Sir  Bodenhamer — Now  that  I  have  a  few  minutes  respite,  and 
undertake  to  make  a  regular  report  of  the  Pilgrimage  to  Denver,  I  realize  how 
little  there  is  for  me  to  say,  bearing  directly  upon  the  Triennial.  The  trip  to 
Colorado  and  return,  with  the  side  excursions  made  by  the  members  of  the  party, 
could  be  written  up  to  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  those  who  enjoyed  them, 
but  I  doubt  if  there  would  be  anything  of  interest  in  such  an  account  to  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  so  I  will  not  attempt  a  word-painting  of  the 
glorious  scenery  it  was  my  privilege  to  enjoy  while  in  Colorado.     Except  the 
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adoption  of  the  Ritual  as  submiited  by  the  Committee,  there  was  little  other  in- 
teresting business  transacted,  than  that  ot  the  Grand  Encampment  routine.  The 
much  vexed  Ritual  question  is  at  last  settled,  it  is  to  be  hoped  finally,  certainly 
for  the  next  generation.  The  Ritual,  both  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Order  of  the 
Temple,  being  universally  satisfactory  and  welcome  to  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  unanimously  adopted.  It  would  appear  from  the  general  satisfaction  ex- 
pressed  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  Ritual-revising  is  at  an  end.  Little  good 
can  result  from  continual  tampering  with  a  work  of  so  much  beauty  and  im- 
pressiveness,  which  has  grown  close  to  every  Knight,  and  is  surrounded  by  mem- 
ories and  associations  both  softening  and  inspiring.  The  trip  out  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  much  praise  is  due  Sir  J.  J.  Hayes  for  his  «ery  successful 
management  of-the  Pilgrimage.  The  Silver  Triennial  wcs  a  marked  and  glorious 
success  The  great  Parade  unsurpassed  for  size  and  appearance.  A  lovlier  day 
could  not  have  been  under  Colorado  skiea.  The  four  miles  of  march  seemed  all 
too  short.  Along  the  entire  route  Mississippi  was  the  recipient  of  continuous 
ovation,  which  was  very  gratifying  to  the  pride  of  the  few  Knights  representing 
this  jurisdiction.  After  the  Parade  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  and 
guests  and  band,  were  delightfully  entertained  by  Col.  Fiske,  a  former  resident 
of  Vicksburg,  but  now  a  successful  capitalist  of  Denver.  Mr.  Max  Kuner,  also 
formerly  of  Vicksburg,  entertained'  a  part  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  a  most 
elegant  and  hospitable  manner. 

The  generous  hospitality  and  perfect  arrangements  of  the  Denver  Knights, 
made  the  Silver  Triennial  a  perfect  success,  unmarred  by  an  accident  or  un- 
pleasant occurence  Bearing  in  mind  the  wishes  of  many  of  our  fraters  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  there  weie  to  be  found  at  the  Mississippi  headquarters  in 
Denver,  only  a  hearty  and  knightly  welcome,  with  an  occasional  cigar.  Two 
cases  of  light  wine  had  been  donated  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in 
entertaining  their  guests  and  visiting  (raters,  but  it  was  decided  to  leave  them  on 
our  car,  and  so  far  as  the  intentions  of  our  worthy  fraters  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  were  concerned,  I  believe  they  were  more  nearly  car- 
ried out  to  the  letter,  and  perhaps  more  strictly  so,  than  if  we  had  made  the  Pil- 
grimage tied  down  by  resolutions  which  certainly  would  bring  mortification  to 
the  members  of  the  party.  I  do  not  think  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi, or  any  member  thereof,  need  ever  deem  it  necessary  to  resolute  its  repre- 
sentatives into  Temperance.  The  visit  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  the  ven- 
erable Sir  Thomas  Palmer  was  one  of  deep  impressiveness  and  long  to  be  re- 
membered. Grand  Recorder,  J.  L.  Power,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  the  venerable  Sir  T.  W.  Caskey  responded  for  his  aged  fraler,  who 
made  him  a  Templar.  After  the  addresses  the  Sir  Knights  passed  into  the  house 
and  each  one  was  presented  to  our  venerable  frater,  after  which  refreshments 
were  served.  A  quiet,  peaceful,  yet  sad  hour  was  spent  with  the  children  and 
family  of  Sir  Palmer.  The  Rev.  W.  K.  Douglass,  Past  Grand  Prelate  o^  Missis- 
sippi, and  an  old-time  personal  friend  of  Sir  Palmer,  closed  the  visit  with  appro- 
priate religious  services,  and  we  took  our  departure  feeling  softened  and  also 
cheered  by  the  visit. 

There  is  really  no  more  that  I  can  say  in  this  matter.  The  published  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encapment  will  furnish  you  an  account  of  routine 
work.     You  doubtless  have  a  copy  of  this  report. 

I  suppose  a  word  might  and  perhaps  should  be  said  about  our  Band,  which,  by  the 
way,  was  as  good  and  as  enthusiastically  cheered  as  any  in  the  long  line  of  march, 
behind  whose  inspiring  strains  Mississippi  Knights  marched  without  shadow  of 
fatigue.  This  is  all  of  any  importance,  I  think,  and  really  the  report  could  be 
made  in  very  few  words,  viz  :  That  the  Silver  Triennial  was  in  all  respects  a 
thorough  and  complete  success,  and  that  Mississippi  Knights  received  courtesies 
not  soon  to  be  iorgotten.  Hoping  this  will  be  satisfactory,  and  wishing  you  a 
happy  and  prosperous  New  Year,  I  am. 

Courteously  and  fraternally  yours,  Wm.  CROSS, 

Grand  Captain-General. 
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The  success  of  the  special  train  and  other  arrangements  for  the  Pilgrim's  are  to 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  Past  Grand  Commander  J.J.  Hayes,  chairman  of  the 
Triennial  Committee.  He  proved,  as  usual,  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and 
is  entitled  to  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  Pilgrims,  as  well  as  the  other  Mis- 
sissippi  Knigts.  That  Mississippi  may  keep  up  with  this  advanced  step  and 
improve  in  the  future,  I  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  at  this  Grand 
Conclave  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  the  pilgrimage  to  Boston 
in  1895.  I  further  recommend  that  it  be  made  a  Standing  Committee,  the  mem' 
bers  of  which  shall  be  appointed  at  the  Grand  Conclave  next  succeeding  each 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  By  the 
means,  in  my  opinion,  a  creditable  showing  may  be  made  without  bearing  too 
heavily  upon  individual  Knights,,  or  becoming  a  burden  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

RITUAU 

At  the  last  Grand  Encampment  the  vexed  Ritual  question  received  its  quietus 
by  the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  let  us  hope  it 
will  remain  settled  forever.  The  continued  agitation  of  this  question  only  breeds 
discord  and  cripples  the  usefulness  of  Subordinate  Commanderies.  Whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  let  us  take  it  and  be  done  with  it.  In  the  language  of  St.  Paul, 
-''Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all 
speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you  :  but  that  ye  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  the  same  judgment." 

GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

A  number  of  Grand  Commanderies  having  fixed  the  term  of  office  of  Grand 
Representative  at  three  years,  to  expire  with  each  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  I  have,  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  commis!iioned.as  the  rep- 
resentatatives  of  this  Grand  Commandery  the  Eminent  Sir  Knights  following : 

Sir  Thomas  Darrah,  of  Wheeling,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  of  Meriden,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut. 

Sir  Felix  Corput,  of  Macon,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia. 

Sir  James  Norton,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa 

Sir  James  A.  Hawley,  of  Dixon,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

Sir  Benj.  W.  Powell,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island. 

Sir  Peter  Zinzer,  of  Selma,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama. 

DISCIPLINE. 

On  the  24th  day  of  August,  1892,  I  issued  an  order  suspending  the  Eminent  Com. 
mander  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  I  from  the  further  discharge  of  duty  as 
Commander,  but  for  certain  reasons  did  not  promulgate  it  until  the  24th  of 
November,  three  months  later.  This  action  was  based  upon  information  received 
from  the  Recorder  of  said  Commandery  and  others,  as  well  as  the  reticence  of 
the  Commander — to  whom  I  applied  for  information  with  the  purpose  of  fully 
investigating  the  matter.     From  June  the  9th,  the  date  of  my  letter  of  inquiry, 
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to  the  promulgation  of  the  order,  he  remained  as  silent  as  the  grave,  notwith. 
standing  the  fact  that  on  his  failure  to  furnish  the  desired  information,  my  request 
was  repeated  through  the  Grand  Recorder,  who  served  him  with  a  copy  of  the 
original  letter  «ome  d&ys  later.  The  order  oi  suspension,  however,  brought  about 
a  correspondence  which  is  altogether  too  voluminous  for  reproduction  here.  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  publish  the  order  for  suspension  as,  after  a  time,  through 
R.*.  £.'.  Sir  Power,  who  kindly  consented  to  act  for  me,  investigated  the  matter 
and  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  suspension  of  the  Eminent  Commander,  to 
the  time,  was  a  sufficient  admonition  to  the  Commandery,  and  that  it  would  be 
more  prudent  in  the  future.  The  order  was  therefore  revoked  by  him  under  the 
authority  with  which  I  had  invested  him.     Thus  ended  this  unpleasant  episode. 

CHRISTMAS. 

On  December  the  i8th,    I  received  the  following  circular  letter,  to  which  I 

made  courteous  response,  with  the  assurance  that  I  would  call  the  attention  of 

Mississippi   Knights  thereto,  and  doubted  not   their  compliance.     It  explains 

itself. 

grand  encampment  knights  templar,  u.  s.  a. 

Office  of  the  Committee  on  Christmas  Observance,  \ 

Portland,  Maine,  December  i,  1892.      j 
Dear  Sir  Knight: 

The  following  was  adopted  at  the  late  Triennial  Conclave : 

In  Grand  Encampment,  Denver,  12th  August,  iSq:^. 
It  was 

*^Resolve<iy  That  the  Grand  Encampment  approves  and  gives  its  official  sanction 
to  the  observance  of  Christmas  day  by  Knights  Templar,  either  in  their  official 
capacity  or  as  Commanderies,  and  that  annually  there  be  a  Christmas  toast  and 
response  prepared  and  transmitted  to  all  Grand  Commanderies  and  constituent 
Commanderies  owing  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Encampment. 

**^While*life  and  strength  remain  to  him,  the  managemeht  of  the  matter  could 
not  be  in  better  hands  than  those  of  the  beloved  frater  to  whom  credit  is  due  of 
originating  the  beautiful  idea,  and  we  therefore  further  recommend  that  he  be 
charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  the  *  sentiment '  annually  during  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  that  the  expense  thereof  be  paid  on  the 
order  of  the  Grand  Master.'' 

In  obedience  to  that  resolution  the  following  toast  has  been  prepared : 

**  To  our  Grand  Master,  Hugh  McCurdy.  From  Ocean  to  Ocean  and  from 
the  Gulf  to  ihe  Lakes,  ninety  thousand  Templars  send  merry  Christmas  greet' 
ings." 

The  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response  : 

**  Christmas;  The  birthday  of  Him  who  is  the  embodiment  of  all  Templars' 
hopes.  The  Inspirer  of  that  spirit  which  makes  all  Knights  Templar  one,  where- 
soever dispersed  around  the  globe." 

Will  you  join  in  these  sentiments  on  Monday,  December  26th,  at  noon,  East' 
em  Standard  time,  (equivalent  to  5  p.  m.  Greenwich),  and  will  you  extend  the 
invitation  to  your  command,  as  well  as  to  all  true  Templars  and  their  friends, 
wherever  dispersed,  on  land  or  sea  ? 

Courteously  and  fraternally  yours, 

Stephen  Berry,  Committee/ 

Portland,  Maine. 
Christmas  falling  on  Sunday,  the  following  day  will  be  observed. 


J 
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I  at  ODce  issued  i  circular  to  llie  iivteis  of  tto  Jaicudiction,  requesting  their 
compliance.     It  is  as  follows  : 


} 


Apartments  of  Grand  Commander  Grand  Commanderey 
Knights  iemplar,  State  of  Mississippi, 

Okolona,  Miss.,  December  20,  1892. 

To  Mississippi  Knights  Templar  : 

You  are,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States,  at  Denver,  Colo- 
rado, requested  to  convene  in  your  asylums  on  Monday,  the  26th  inst.,  at  iloon. 
Eastern  Standard  time,  (equivalent  to  5  p.  m.,  Greenwich),  for  the  purpose  of 
observing  Christmas  Day,  and  to  join  in  the  following  sentiment,  offered  by 
authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  to-wit : 

^*  To  our  Grand  Master,  Hugh  McCurdy.  From  Ocean  to  Ocean  and  from 
the  Gulf  to  the  Lakes,  ninety  thousand  Templars  send  merry  Christmas  greet- 
ings." 

The  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response : 

**  Christmas;  The  birthday  of  Him  who  is  the  embodiment  of  all  Templars' 
hopes.  The  Inspirer  of  that  spirit  which  makes  all  Knights  Templar  one,  where* 
soever  dispersed  around  the  globe." 

All  Knights  Templar,  and  their  friends,  wheresoever  dispersed,  are  invited  to 
be  present  and  participate.  Christmas  falling  on  Sunday,  Monday  is  designated 
by  authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  Commanders  may  have  public  service 
on  that  day  if  they  desire,  and  this  shall  be  the  Dispensation  therefor. 

Fraternally  and  courteously, 

W.  A.  Bodenhambr,  Grand  Commander. 

recommendations. 

The  poverty  of  this  Grand  Commandery  has  long  been  a  question  of  concern 
to  its  members,  and  a  source  of  chagrin  to  the  Sir  Knights  under  its  jurisdiction. 
It  strikes  me  that  such  should  not  necessarily  remain  its  condition.  The  fault  is 
its  own.  Why  not  find  aji  antidote  and  use  it  ?  Orders  may  now  be  conferred 
for  forty  dollars,  five  of  which  are  paid  into  the  Grand  Treasury.  Why  not  fix 
the  minimum  fee  for  the  Orders  at  fifty  dollars,  and  require  the  payment  of  ten 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  ?  This  would  double  its  income  and  work  no  hard- 
ship on  Subordinate  Commanderies.  Under  this  regulation  the  Commanderies 
that  confer  the  Orders  for  forty  dollars'would  contribute  materially  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  yet  cover  into  its  own  treasury  five  dollars  more  than  it  now 
does.  But  it  may  be  said  that  it  would  operate  as  an  estoppel  to  petitions  for  the 
Orders  in  the  future.  This  is  fallacious.  In  my  opinion,  the  Companion  who 
would  refuse  the  Orders  to  save  ten  dollars,  is  too  penurious  to  become  a  good 
Templar.  My  experience  and  observation  teaches  that  cheap  Masonry  does  not 
pay  the  body  or  the  member.  I  know  three  Commanderies  that  exact  fifty  dol- 
lars for  the  Orders  and  they  will  not  confer  them  for  less,  and  they  are  among 
the  most  prosperous  Commanderies  in  the  State.  They  encounter  no  obstacles 
on  account  of  the  price.  I  don't  believe  that  a  levy,  by  the  Grand  Commlindery, 
of  a  fifteen-doUar  tax  on  Orders  conferred  would  be  extravagant.  Wherein 
would  be  the  hardship  on  a  Commandery  to  confer  Orders  for  fifty  dollars  and 
retain  thirty-five,  as  those  now  do  that  confer  them  for  forty?  I  fear.  Sir 
Knights,  we  are  too  prone  to  self-indulgence. 
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It  may  be  asked,  why  the  necessity  for  this  change  ?  I  answer,  ^'*  in  the 
character  of  Knights  Templar  we  wage  war  on  the  enemies  of  innocent  maidens, 
destitute  widows,  helpless  orphans,  and  the  Christian  religion."  The  sword  has 
long  ceased  to  be  available  in  this  warfare.  Let  the  Commanderies  ''take  up 
the  "  purse,  *'  fight  manfully  their  way,  and  with  "  charity  *•  run  their  coarse, 
and  the  Lord,  who  is  a  strong  tower  of  defense  to  all  who  put  their  trust  in  Him, 
will  be  now  and  ever  more  their  protection  and  support."  The  adoption  of  this 
change  in  fees  will  enable  this  Grand  Body,  annually,  to  make  a  handsome 
appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Masonic  Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans. 
This  being  accomplished  a  great  victory  has  been  won.  Again,  we  have  a  num- 
ber of  f raters,  good  men  and  true,  as  valiant  as  ever  drew  a  blade  or  warded  off 
a  blow  with  shield  ever  so  bright,  with  ability  equal  to  any  emergency,  and 
whose  service  with  sword,  purse  and  tongue  entitle  them,  in  turn  with  their  more 
fortunate  brethren,  to  wear  the  honors  of  the  Order,  who  are  deterred  therefrom 
by  the  expen.^es  incident  to  attendance  upon  Grand  Conclave.  A  more  plethoric 
treasury  will  enable  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  a  short  time,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Grand  Officers.  In  legal  parlance,  "the  premises  considered,"  I 
recommend  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  at  this  Grand  Conclave  to  make 
the  change  indicated,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Orders  shall  not  be  conferred  for 
less  than  fifty  dollars,  not  less  than  ten  of  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  Grand 
Treasury. 

DECEASED   GRAND   COMMANDERS. 

This  Grand  CommaYidery  has  honored  thirty-one  of  her  Knights  by  electing 
them  Grand  Commanders  Of  this  number  fourteen  have  passed  into  that  realm  of 
light  and  life  from  which  there  is  no  return.  I  deem  it  appropriate,  yea  a  sacred 
duty,  to  preserve  their  faces  to  present  and  future  Templars.  Their  many  •<  acts 
of  charity  and  deeds  of  mercv  "  will  perpetuate  their  memory.  It  is  a  deserved 
tribute  to  the  distinguished  dead  who,  ip  life,  devote'd  their  be.st  energies  and 
tesources  to  the  success  of  the  God-like  aim  of  this  Order.  I,  therefore,  recom- 
mend that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  required  to  obtain  their  photographs,  or  other 
pictures,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that  the  printed  proceedings  of  this  and 
each  succeeding  Conclave  be  embelished  with  two  engravings  to  be  chosen  by 
seniority  ot  service,  until  the  list  has  been  completed. 

ORPHANS*    HOME. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Masonic  Home  wai>  submitted  to  me  by  Rev.  Bro.  A. 
H.  Barkley  for  approval  or  rejection.  It  was  by  me  approved.  In  accordance 
with  its  provisions  I  appointed  two  Trustees  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
— R.*.  E.*.  Sir  P.  M.  Savery  and  Sir  R.  B.  Brannin.  I  have  an  abiding  faith  in 
the  success  of  this  enterprise.  It  should  lie  closest  to  every  Templar's  heart. 
There  must  be  no  laggards.  It  must  be  a  success.  This  Grand  Body  shonld 
charge  itself  with  a  fair  proportion  of  the  obligations  necessary  to  assure  its 
achievement,  and  should  do  more  than  it  promises.  As  to  the  advisability  or 
practicability  of  its  management  by  a  combination  of  all  the  Grand  Bodies,  I  have 
some  doubt,  but  not  having  sufficiently  considered  the  question  I  am  unable  now 
to  give  a  definite  opinion.     It  may  be  that  the    Grand  Lodge,  beings  the  most 
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Opulent  and  numerically  the  strongest,  should  have  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
institution.  However  this  may  be,  Templars  will  never  abate  their  interest  in  it. 
Orphans  will  ever  have  a  strong  hold  upon  the  charity  of  this  Christian  Order — 
limited  only  by  its  ability. 

*'God  pity  the  motherless  children  ! 

O,  if  love  were  not  selfish  to>day, 
We  would  brush  every  cry  that  is  wafted  on  high 

From  the  orphans  that  throng  in  our  way. 
We  would  clasp  litle  hands,  we  would  cheer  little  hearts, 

As  motherhood  blesses  and  charms. 
We  would  gather  them  in  from  sorrow  and  sin, 

As  Christ  folded  them  into  his  arms." 


MEETING   OF   CONCLAVE  CHANGED. 

The  following  order  explains  itself: 

Apartments  of  Grand  Commander, 


:"• } 


Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi 
Okolona,  January  9th,  1893 


NOTE. 

The  portraits  of  deceased  Past  Grand  Commanders,  as  recommended  by  Grand 
Commander  and  by  Committee  on  Necrology,  could  not  be  obtained  in  time  for 
the  publication  of  this  pamphlet.  Grand  Recorder  will  endeavor  to  obtain  all 
during  the  present  year,  with  appropiiatie  biographical  data. 


In  issuing  the  foregoing  I  was  doubtful  of  my  authority  in  the  premises,  but 
deeming  it  an  imperative  necessity,  I  took  all  the  chances.  It  has  been  said 
that  ''necessity  knows  no  law." 


[io,| 


SPURIOUS   MASONRY. 

The  following  circular  letter  is  courteously  presented.    Its  purpose  is  apparent : 

Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templars  of  Ohio, 
Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Sept.  21,  A.  D  1892,  A.  O.  774. 

To  all  Legally  Constituted  Masonic  Bodies  throughout  the  United  States  of  America : 

G  .eeting  —At  the  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Tem- 
plars of  Ohio,  held  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  September  6,  1892,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  it  is  reported,  and  known  to  be  a  fact,  that  there  are  persons  in 
Columbus  engaged  ir.  conferring  in  a  clandestine  manner,  degrees  which  they 
call  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross,  Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of  Malta,  and  claim- 
ing their  organization  to  be  a  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars — it  being  under- 
stood that  this  does  not  refer  to  the  Commandery  of  Colored  Knights  Templars — 
be  it 

Reso.vedy  That  the  R.".  E.*.  Grand  Commander  be  requested  to  issue  a  printed 
circular,  warning  the  Knights  Templars,  and  all  Masons  in  the  United   States 
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against  this  fraudulent  organization,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  sane  be  transmitted 
to  every  Subordinate  Commandery,  and  to  every  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  United  States. 

'  NoWf  therefore,  in  accordance  ^vith  the  request  therein  made,  I  hereby 
announce  that  the  only  legally  constituted  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
stationed  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  isMt.  Vernon  Commandery,  No.  I,  of  our  obedience, 
and  any  person  claiming  to  be  a  Knight  Templar,  hailing  from  any  other  organ- 
ization or  body  of  so-called  Knights  Templars  located  in  that  city,  is  an  impostor 
and  unworthy  of  recognition. 

The  leading  spirits  in  this  pretended  Commandery  are  known  as  persons  with- 
out standing  in  any  regular  Masonic  body,  and  are  believed  to  be  the  same 
individuals  who  were  prominent  tn  the  recent  schism  from  the  Grand  Lodge  F. 
A.  M.  of  Ohio,  and  the  promoters  and  organizers  of  the  notorious  clandestine 
Grand  Lodge  in  this  State.     I  remain. 

Courteously  and  Fraternally  yours, 

Martin  J.  Houck,  Grand  Commander. 
Attest : 

Jno.  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder. 

LATE   R.'.  E.-.    SIR   H,    W.    WALTER. 

On  my  way  hither,  on  arriving  at  Holly  Springsj  finding  I  had  several  hours  at 
my  disposal,  accompanied  by  a  small  detachment  from  Ivanhoe  Commandery, 
No.  lo,  consisting  of  Sirs  J.  M.  Davis,  Generalissimo;  John  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  Captain 
General ;  R,\  E.-.Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  Prelate  ;  Sirs  W.  X.  Wilson,  Senior  Warden; 
and  J.  F.  Hodges,  Recorder,  I  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  the  late  R.'.  E.*. 
Sir  Harvey  W.  Walter,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi,  and  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  same  Juri>diction.  His  last  rest- 
ing place  is  marked  only  by  a  small  mound  of  earth  with  a  small  stone  at  the 
head  on  which  appears  simply  his  name,  ^is  distinguished  services  in  behalf  of 
Masonry  and  Knighthood  are  too  well  known  to  require  further  mention  liere. 
This  spot  should  always  be  sacred — a  trysting  place  for  Masons.  May  it  not  long 
remain  so  neglected  by  the  Fraternity  he  loved  so  well. 

CONCLUSION. 

I 

To  R.\  E.'.  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder,  I  am  ifnder  renewed  obligations. 
I  here  tender  him  my  sincere  thanks  for  his  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies.  The 
worthy  Mason  who  leans  on  him  will  never  be  disappointed  or  forsaken. 

Doubtless,  Sir  Knights,  you,  as  well  as  I,  are  about  to  enter  upon  the  next 
Templar  year  with  new  resolves  for  better  work  and  greater  achievements.  We 
desire  an  increased  prosperity  for  Knighthood  that  it  may  extend  its  usefulness. 
To  be  true  to  these  resolves  will  make  us  better  men  and  better  Masons.  If  we 
shall  grow  weary  or  become  impatient  let  us  not  fall  or  falter  by  the  way,  bat, 
each  day  gathering  fresh  courage  and  enthusiasm,  let  us  press  onward  and  up* 
ward  until  success  is  assured.     Remember 

**  We  have  not  wings,  we  cannot  soar;" 
But  we  have  feet  to  scale  and  climb, 
By  slow  degrees,  by  more  and  more. 
The  cloudy  summits  of  our  time." 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER,  Grand  Commander. 
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ADDENDUM. 

Since  the  reading  of  the  foregoing  report  I  have  been  informed  of  the  death 
of  a  distinguished  frater  in  whose  life  all  Freemasons  are  deeply  concerned.  His 
eminent  service  has  rendered  his  name  a  household  word  among  them  all  over 
the  world.  His  life  and  character  furnished  a  bright  example  of  all  that  is  good 
and  true.  When  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  F.and  A.  M.,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States,  and  Grand  Standard  Bearer  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Knights  Templar,  he  discharged  every  duty  with  that  distinguished  ability, 
amiable  fidelity,  and  even-handed  justice  which  ever  marked  his  conduct  as  a 
man  and  Mason.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Law  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  which  he  resigned  nt  the  last  Triennial  Conclave  because  of  ill- 
health.  I  allude  to  Right  Eminent  Sir  Joseph  Potts  Horner,  of  New  Or- 
leans, La. 

Masonry,  in  all  its  branches,  has  suffered  an  irreparable  loss.  It  ever  seems 
that  the  most  loved  and  the  best  are  the  first  summoned.  An  accomplished 
scholar  an  amiable,  and  upright  gentleman,  who,  having  lived  in  the  Christ- 
ian faith,  we  may  hope  with  assurance  now  enjoys  a  blissful  immortality 
in  that  realm  of  felicity,  where  pain,  sorrow,  and  suffering  are  no  more,  over 
which  Jehovah  and  His  blessed  Son  now  rules,  and  will  forever  reign.  Whilst 
all  ihat  is  mortal  of  Sir  Horner  has  passed  into  dust  and  from  the  sight  of  his 
brethren  forever,  he  still  lives,  and,  at  the  Master's  call,  'will  beckon  the  true  and 
the  worthy  to  join  him  in  Heaven. 

W.  A.  BoDENHAMER,  Grand  Commander. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  Geo.  DeLap  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  be  received, 
spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  referred  as  follows : 

1 .  So  much  as  refers  to  Necrology,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

2.  So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Encampment,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

3.  So  much  as  refers  to  special  Dispensations,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar 
Law. 

4.  So  much  as  refers  to  Triennial  Grand  Encampment  1895,  ^^  ^^^  Committee 
on  Templar  Law. 

5.  So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Representatives,  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

6.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Mississippi  Commandery 
No.  I,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

7.  So  much  as  refers  to  circular  letter  of  Sir  Stephen  Berry  for  remembrance 
of  ihe  Grand  Master  of  Templars  on  Christmas  Day,  to  a  special  committee  of 
three. 

8.  So  much  as  relates  to  finances,  fees  and  dues,  to  such  Committee  on  Finance 
as  may  be  appointed. 
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9.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  deceased  Grand  Commanders  of  Mississippi,  to  the 
Committee  on  Necrology. 

10.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  Masonic  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,  to  a 
special  committee  of  three.     ^ 

11.  So  much  as  refers  to  General  Order  No.  i,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar 
Law. 

12.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  circular  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio, 
to  the  Committeee  on  Templaj  Law. 

13.  So  much  as  refers  to  the  tomb  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Harvey  W, 
Walter,  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

The  Committees  provided  for  in    the  foregoing  were  announced  by  the  R.*. 

E.*.  Grand  Commander,  as  follows  : 

Necrology  and  Portraits  of  Deceased  Past  Grand  Commanders— 
Sirs  N.  G.  Augustus,  W.  G.  Sykes,  Wm.  Cross. 

Grand  Encampment — Sirs  Wm.  Starling,  John  K.  Fulson,  F.  S.  Shaw. 

Grand  Representatives — G.  Smalshaf,  J.  L.  Power,  John  Schlottman. 

Communication  prom  Sir  Stephen  Berry — Sirs  J.  M.  Buchanan,  B.  A. 
Weaver,  John  S.  Cobb,  Jr. 

Finance — Sirs  Wm.  Starling,  C.  W.  Heitzman,  J.  M.  Davis. 

Masonic  Home — Sirs  B.  A.  Weaver,  John  S.  Cobb,  Jr.,  J.  M.  Buchanan. 

Tomb  of  Past  Grand  Commander  H.  W.  Walter— Sirs  J.  L.  Power,  Ni 
G.  Augustus,  G.  J.  Bahin. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  Geo.  DeLap  submitted  his  Annual  Report  on  Fn* 
ternal  Correspondence,  which  was  received  and  ordered  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORpER. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Twenty-third  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Recorder, 
A  Roster  of  Grand  Commanderies  recently  compiled  by  Grand  Recorder 
Bowen,  of  Nebraska,  shows  that  in  point  of  continuous  service  I  am  next  to  the 
head  of  the  column,  having  been  first  elected  January  22,  1870.  The  veteran  Sir 
Robert  Macoy  of  New  York,  heads  the  list.  A  large  number  who  have  served  the 
Order  in  this  capacity,  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  have  gone  to  their  reward;  and 
those  who  now  lead  the  procession  will  ere  long  step  out  of  line — let  us  hope,  to 
find  rest  from  life's  pilgrimage  in  the  Grand  Asylum  above.  If  our  records  here 
shall  pass  the  inspection  of  our  friends  and  fraters,  may  we  not  expect  the  final 
plaudit,  **Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants." 
The  receipts  for  the  year  1892  are  as  follows : 

grand  commandery  REckirrs. 
1892. 

February  9.     Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i — Dues  189 1 • .  .$  55  4$ 

Magnolia  Commaiidery  No  2 — Dues  189I 67  00 

Rosalie  Commandery  No.  5 — Dues  1891 102  50 

St.  Cyr  Commandery  No.  6 — Dues  1891 46  50 

DeMolay  Commandery  No.  8 — Dues  1891 63  50 
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Cyrene  Comraandery  No.  9 — Dues  1891 54  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  10 — Dtes  1891 ss  5° 

Cour  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13 — Dues  1891 12  00 

Total  receipts $434  45 

Theie  has  been  some  confusion,  or  rather  misunderstanding,  as  to  the  dues  to 
Grand  Commandery  for  Orders  conferred.  In  1888  a  resolution  was  adopted 
reducing  the  amount  from  $5.00  to  $2  50,  and  several  settlements  were  made  on 
that  basis.  The  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  however,  has  decided  that  a  Con- 
stitutional provision  cannot  be  changed  by  a  mere  resolution,  and  that  the  action 
of  1888  is  void.  And  the  Finance  Committee  in  1891  reported  adversely  on  a 
proposition  to  reduce  the  fee  from  $5.00  to  $3.00,  and  the  Grand  Commandery 
decided  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  make  any  reduction.  But  most  of  the  Re- 
turns that  came  up  at  last  Grand  Conclave,  for  the  year  1891,  estimated  the  dues 
for  Orders  conferred  at  $2.50,  and  receipts  were  given  accordingly. 

The  following  are  the  balances  due  Grand  Commandery : 

Magnolia  No.  2.     On  Orders  conferred  189 1 $    20  00 

Rosalie  No.  5.     On  Orders  conferred  1891 . ,  * 37  50 

St.  Cyr  No.  6.     On  Orders  conferred  1891 12  50 

De  Molay  No.  8.     On  Orders  conferred  1891 27  50 

Cyrene  Commandery  No.  9.     Dues  and  Orders  1890 40  00 

Balance  on  Orders  1891 25  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  10.     Balance  on  Orders  1891 22  50 

Delta  Commandery  No  16.     Dues  1891 since  paid. 

Total $     185  00 

The  Commanderies  in  arrears  are  : 

Holly  Springs  No.  4--for  1890,  189 1,  1892. 
Canton  No.  12 — for  1890,  1891,  1892. 

The  following  Commanderies  have  ceased  to  exist : 

Lexington  No.  3. 
Winona  No.  7. 
Kosciusko,  No.  ix. 
Canton,  No.  12. 
Mary  (Corinth)  No.  14. 
Grenada  No.  15. 

At  all  these  places,  where  Commanderies  are  either  dead  or  dormant,  Free- 
masonry is  now  fairly  prosperous,  and  there  are  strong  Chapters  at  Lexington, 
Canton  and  Corinth ;  and  I  suggest  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  toward  their 
re-organization.  A  personal  visit  from  the  Grand  Commander,  or  some  Sir 
Knight  specially  commissioned  by  him,  with  authority  to  rally  the  Sir  Knights, 
re-organize  and  confer  the  Orders,  would  be  effective — the  necessary  expense  to 
be  defrayed  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  This  Jurisdiction  should  have  at  least 
twenty  working  Commanderies. 

The  Returns  of  the  ten  working  Commanderies  for  the  year  1892  have  been 
received,  and  the  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  membership,  etc.: 

C-2 
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RECAPITULATION   OF   MEMBERSHIP. 


Commander  IKS. 

No. 

I 

2 

3 
6 

8 
9 

lO 
12 

i6 
17 

• 

1 

8 
i8 

I 
II 

5 
5 

12 

1 

3 

1 

I 
I 

•  •  •  • 

2 

1 

I 

•  •  ■  ■ 

I 

2 
2 

•  •  ■  • 

1 
1 

5 

•  •  •  • 

5 

2 

•    ■    •  • 

31 
61 

59 
47 
38 
38 

35 
12 

17 
22 

f5 

Mississippi 

Maf  nolia 

$  71  00 

151  00 

64  00 

loi  00 

63  00 

60  00 

Rosalie 

St.Cyr 

De  Molay 

Cyrene 

Ivanhoe 

2 

91  00 
12  00 

Cour  de  Lion 

Delta 

3 

22  00 

Aberdeen 

12* 

67  00 

Holly  Springs 

Canton 

1 

72 

■ 

3 

4 

9 

4 

•4 

n 

360 

$702    00 

♦Three  of  these  were  Knighted  in  1891,  but  not  before  reported. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  your  Grand  Recorder  to  participate  in  the  pilgrimage 
to  the  Triennial  Grand  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  Denver,  in  Aagrost 
last.  It  is  the  province  of  the  Grand  Captain  General,  Sir  Wm.  Cross,  and  of 
Past  Grand  Commander  J.  J.  Hayes,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arran^- 
ments,  to  make  formal  reports  of  that  interesting  occasion  ;  but  it  may  not  be 
inappropriate  for  me  to  submit  a  few  observations. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Misrissippi  certainly  made  a  very  creditable  show- 
ing  in  numbers  and  Knightly  bearing  at  the  Triennial.  Most  of  the  parficipants 
started  from  Vicksburg  on  the  Pullman  chartered  by  Sir  Kt.  Hayes.  We  reached 
Denver  Sunday  night,  and  were  courteously  received  and  escorted  to  our  head- 
quarters at  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel.  Our  splendid  Continental  Band  informed 
everybody  that  we  had  arrived,  and  kindly  demonstrations  greeted  us  all  the  ^way 
from  the  depot  to  the  hotel.  That  Band  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  Trien- 
nial ;  and  what  we  lacked  in  the  way  of  elegantly  fitted  rooms,  refreshments,  etc., 
we  made  up  in  music  and  badges.  Sir  Hayes  deserves  infinite  credit  for  the 
pluck  and  fine  judgment  displayed  ;  and  if  financially  he  may  have  come  oat  at 
the  little  end  of  the  horn,  he  had  the  big  horn  and  all  the  other  instruments  to 
cheer  him. 

Our  Grand  Commandery  and  the  individual  members  thereof,  received  many 
courtesies,  and  of  course  we  reciprocated  to  the  best  of  our  ability ;  but  being 
unable  to  *'keep  open  house,"  we  helped  others  to  keep  theirs  open.  The 
fact  is,  we  were  "not  in  it,"  except  in  a  way  that  made  us  feel  our 
poverty.  The  little  unfurnished  room  we  had  cost  fifty  dollars  a  day,  and 
we  were  made  to  feel  very  grateful  for  securing  it  at  so  modest  a  figure.    We 
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had  no  *'fund''  to  furnish  it,  or  to  enable  u;  to  dispense  the  hospitalities  that  ap- 
pear to  be  customary  on  such  occasions  ;  and  those  who  went  from  our  Jurisdic- 
tion, did  not  feel  able,  individually,  to  incur  the  necessary  expense.  It  would  be 
well  to  begin  now  to  provide  for  expenses  of  the  next  representation  at  Trien- 
nial, or  abandon  altogether  the  idea  of  Grand  Commandery  headquarters.  If 
a  fund  for  legitimate  and  proper  expenditure  could  be  provided  in  advance,  so 
that  those  who  participate  may  be  excused  from  additional*  assessments,  I  am 
very  sure  that  the  attendance  from  our  Jurisdiction,  instead  of  having  thirty 
swords  in  the  procession,  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  or  more  would  follow 
our  standard. 

Your  Grand  Recorder  was  specially  honored  during  one  evening  of  the  Con- 
clave by  a  formal  call  from  the  other  Grand  Recorders  attending  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. Being  the  senior  in  service  of  all  at  Denver,  I  had  enjoyed  correspond- 
ence with  some  of  these  good  fraters  for  a  score  of  years,  and  it  was  exceiedingly 
pleasant  to  hear  their  kind  words  for  me  personally,  and  for  our  Jurisdiction. 
They  and  many  others  made  special  inquiry  for  our  Past  Grand  Comander  Speed, 
and  his  absence  from  the  grand  banquet  was  specially  regretted. 

It  was  the  special  wish  of  all  our  party  to  extend  our  pilgrimage  to  the  sum- 
mit of  Pike's  Peak,  but  the  limited  railway  car  was  over-taxed.  Our  zealous  and 
plucky  Sir  Smalshaf,  however,  tried  the  foot  route,  and  he  had  an  experience 
worth  relating. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  episodes  of  the  Grand  Conclave  was  the  visit  by  the 
Mississippi  Sir  Knights  to  Sir  Thomas  Palmer — then  the  oldest  Mason,  perhaps, 
in  the  world.  His  name  has  been  for  more  than  forty  years  on  the  rolls  of  all  the 
Masonic  Bodies  in  Jackson,  from  which  place  he  removed  about  fifteen  years  ago 
to  Canon  City,  Col.,  where  he  resided  with  one  of  his  sons.  Before  reaching 
Denver,  we  had  resolved  to  make  a  special  trip  to  Canon  City,  but  on  our  arrival 
learned  that  he  was  then  in  the  city,  at  the  residence  of  another  son,  and  that  he 
had  come  to  Denver  as  a  the  special  guest  of  Canon  City  Commandery.  Taking 
our  Continental  Band  along,  and  being  escorted  by  a  delegation  of  Canon  City 
Commandery,  we  called  at  the  family  residence,  and  found  the  venerable  frater, 
his  children  and  grand  children,  and  many  of  his  neighbors  awaiting  us.  The 
old  gentleman  was  on  the  porch,  and  it  was  my  privilege  to  express  the  pleasure 
we  enjoyed  of  paying  such  a  mark  of  respect,  as  well  as  to  refer  to  his  honorable 
and  useful  career  as  Mason  and  citizen  of  Mississippi.  Standing  by  his  side  was 
the  venerable  Sir  Kt.  T.  W.  Caskey,  on  whom  Sir  Palmer  conferred  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood,  and  who  succeeded  Sir  Palmer  as  Eminent  Commander  of  Mis- 
sissippi, No.  I.  He  responded  with  much  emotion,  for  Sir  Palmer.  After  a 
brief  stay  with  our  frater,  and  after  partaking  of  refreshments  with  the  family,  our 
Past  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  K.  Douglass,  now  of  New  Orleans,  read  some 
appropriate  passages  of  scripture,  and  then,  all  kneeling,  offered  prayer,  and  as 
he  closed  placed  his  hand  on  the  head  of  Sir  Palmer,  and  pronounced  a  most 
earnest,  fervid  benediction.  This  was  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  to  have 
been  a  participant  was  richly  worth  the  time  and  expense. 

Sir  Palmer  has  since  closed  his  remarkably  long  life.  A  telegram  from  his  son 
iinnounced  his  death  at  Canon  City  on  the  night  of  January  2d. 
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Sir  Palmer  was  for  many  years  a  citizen  of  Jackson,  and  was  active  and  prom' 
inent  in  journalism  and  Masonry.  He  published  7he  Flag  of  The  Union — 
the  organ  of  the  old  Whig  party — and  washy  it  elected  State  Printer  in  1850. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ontario  Lodge  No.  23,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  seventy 
years  ago ;  resided  afterwards  in  Bosten  and  Philadelphia,  and  on  his  re- 
moval to  Mississippi  at  once  affiliated  with  all  branches  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
He  was  present  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  in 
1857,  and  at  the  date  of  our  visit  to  him  he  and  Sir  Knights  Lord  and  Caskey 
were  the  sole  survivors. 

Sir  Palmer  was  born  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  January  1st,  1799,  ^"^^  ^^^l*  there* 
fore  just  completed  his  ninety-fourth  year.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1818,  a  printer-boy,  and  followed  that  business  until  compelled  by  age  and  in- 
firmity to  lay  down  his  working  tools.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  into  this 
country  the  glue  and  molasses  composition  roller,  prior  to  which  the  type  was 
inked  with  balls  and  pads. 

It  will  be  appropriate  for  this  Grand  Commandery,  through  Committee  or 
otherwise,  to  pay  tribute  to  his  life  and  worth. 

COMMISSIONS   ISSUED. 

By  authority  from  R/.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  commissions  have  been  issued 
during  the  year  as  follows : 

On  March  25,  received  notice  from  Grand  Recorder,  Robert  Macoy,  of  the 
death  of  Sir  Horace  £.  Allen,  at  Binghampton,  N.  Y.,on  4th  November,  1891- 
He  had  held  our  commission  for  several  years.  And  on  request  of  Grand  Com- 
mander Loder,  of  New  York,  Sir  John  Anderson,  of  Binghampton  Commandery, 
was  commissioned  as  our  Representative. 

November  26,  re-commissioned  Sir  Thomas  M.  Darrah,  of  Wheeling,  as  Rep- 
resentative to  Grand  Commandery  of  West  Virginia ;  and  I  requested  the  re. 
appointment  o(  our  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  as  the  Representative  of  West 
Virginia,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

November  28 — Issued  commission  to  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden,  Conn.,  and 
suggested  the  re-appointment  of  Sir  John  A.  Dicks  for  Connecticut,  who  was 
duly  commissioned. 

November  28 — Re-commissioned  Sir  James  Morton,  Representative  to  Grand 
Commandery  Iowa. 

On  November  25  notified  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Georgia  of  the  death  of  Sir 
Wm.  Priestley  ;  and  on  December  7  was  notified  of  the  appointment  of  Sir  J. 
C.  French,  his  successor  as  Grand  Representative . 

December  16 — Commissioned  Sir  Benj.  Rowell,  Lynn,  Representative  of 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

December  21 — Received  Commission  for  Past  Grand  Commander  J.  J.  Hayes, 
as  Representative  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont — for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  October  i,  1892. 

January  18— Commission  to  Sir  Peter  Zinzer,  Birmingham,  as  Representative 
to  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama. 

On  June  17,  forwarded  to  Grand  Recorder  Isaacs,  Richmond,  the  dues  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  for  1891  and  1892,  to  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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On  December  21  received  and  distributed  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 

On  motion,  the  Report  of  Grand  Recorder  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com 
mittee. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer,  submitted  his  Report,  which  was  received 
and  referred  to  Finance  Committee  : 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

Gus  J.  ]Uhin,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  Account  with  the  Grand  C^mmandery  of  Mississippi, 

Dr. 

Feb.  9,  1892 — To  balance  this  date $  201  08 

Feb.  6,  1893 — To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  date , .     434  45 

Total $635  53 

Cr. 

Expenses  Representatives  1892 %  77  60 

Appropriation,  Foreign  Correspondence 50  00 

Appropriation,  expenses  Grand  Encampment* loo  00 

Proceedings  and  other  printing 158  75 

Grand  Encampment  Dues  1891,  1892 27  30 

Lilley  &  Co.,  material  for  badges 29  22 

Lusk  &  Buckley,  material  for  badges t .  32  00 

Postage,  express  and  telegrams 20  00 

Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  ^appropriation 25  00 

Salary  Grand  Recorder 50  00 

Total $  569  87 

In  Treasury  this  date,  February  6,  1893 ^5  ^ 

%  63s  53 
Courteously  submitted, 

GUS  J.  BAHIN,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Courteous  and  hospitable  invitations  were  read  from  the  Opera  House  Club, 
Literary  and  Social,  and  Social  Clubs,  of  the  city,  to  visit  their  rooms,  and  the 
thanks  of  Grand  Commandery  were  tendered  for  same. 

Sir  Federic  Speed  announced  the  following  program  for  to-morrow  : 

Grand  Council — 9  a.  m. 

Grand  Chapter — li  a.  m. 

Grand  Commandery — 2:30  p.  m. 

Grand  Chapter — 7  p.  m. 

Order  of  High  Priesthood — 9  p.  m. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers — 
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Sirs  N.  G.  Augustus  ami  W.  X.   Wilson  being  appointed  tellers.     The  several 
balloiings  resulted  as  follows : 

Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson..  . . Greenville Grand  Commander. 

Sir  J.  C.  French ' Natchez Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  Cross Greenville Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  F.  p.  Jinkins Aberdeen Grand  Captain- General. 

Rev.  Sir  N.  G.  Augustus.  . Okolona Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  J.  M.   Buchanan Meridian Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  J  as.  T.  Harrison Columbus Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J .  L.   Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  E.  C.  Carroll Vicksburg Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Edwin   Wright Sardis Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  G.  iiMALSHAF Meridian Grand  Warder. 

Sir  John  Schlottman Vicksburg Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard . 

Sir  J.  C.  French,  in  behalf  of  Rosalie  Coromandery  No.  5,  invited  the  Grand 
Commandery  and  visiting  Knights  to  an  informal  banquet  immediately  after  the 
Offices  of  Devotion  to-night. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  adjourned  till  7:30  p.  m.  to-night. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandeiy  re-assembled  at  half-past  seven  o'clock;  and,  bein^ 
formed  in  procession,  moved  to  the  Methodist  Church,  where  a  large  congregation 
had  assembled,  and  where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  impressively  observed. 
The  Grand- Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones,  being  unavoidably  absent.  Rev. 
gir  William  Cross  read  prayers  and  Rev  Sir  N.  G.  Augustus  the  lesson,  and  Rev. 
Sir  A.  H.  Barkley  delivered  a  very  appropriate  sermon.  The  church  choir, 
and  others  assisting,  iurnished  delightgful  music.  A  collection,  amounting  to 
$3080,  was  taken  up  for  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum. 

On  return  to  the  Asylum  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  the  Grand  Commandery 
partook  of  elegant  refreshments,  generously  and  courteously  served  by  the  fratcrs 
of  Rosalie.  After  which,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  half-past  two 
o'clock  lo-morrow  afternoon. 


SECONp  PAY. 


Tuesday,  February  7,  1893. 
The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  at  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

MASONIC    HOME. 

The  following  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  sub- 
ject: 
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KEPORT   OF   CUSTODIAN   OF   MASONIC   HOME. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  : 

In  the  welfare  of  the  needy  ones  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  it  has  pleased  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  to  manifest  an  interest,  which  is  worthy  of 
the  zeal  of  any  one  who  claims  the  distinction  of  being  a  Sir  Knight.  To  this 
cause  the  Grand  Commandery  has  given  its  pledge  in  a  most  solemn  manner, 
The  work  has  gone  forward,  and  something  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  pro- 
viding materials  for  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  those  who  have  claims  upon  our 
benefactions. 

A  few  plain  words  may  serve  to  acquaint  the  Grand  Commandery  and  Sir 
Knights  of  the  progress  that  has  thus  far  been  made. 

The  beginning  of  this  work  was  the  investment  made  by  Past  Grand  Master 
and  Sir  Knight  Patty,  of  $175,  of  funds  collected  for  the  Home,  by  mortgage 
on  real  estate,  at  ten  per  cent,  per  annum — interest  to  be  paid  annually.  The 
security  is  amply  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  loaned. 

At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  held  at  Aberdeen,  a  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Home  was  raised  (of  business  men,  four  in  number)  of  which  I  was  made 
chairman,  to  take  charge  of  and  invest  the  funds  until  the  Home  was  organized. 

In  obedience  to  this  order  the  Committee  invested  $3,400  in  Aberdeen  Hotel 
bonds  at  7  per  cent.  The  loan  was  secured  by  mortgage  on  property  valued  at 
$35,000,  and  insured  for  $17,000  in  favor  of  the  bond  holders.  Up  to  the  1st  of 
January  last  the  Committee  held  one-half  the  outstanding  bonds  ($7,600).  At 
that  time  the  first  bond  of  $500  reached  its  maturity  and  was  paid,  with  interest, 
as  was  also  the  interest  on  the  remaining  bonds  except  one,  the  interest  on  which 
will  not  be  due  until  the  ist  day  of  June  next. 

The  Committee  have  never  had  any  doubt  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  secuiity, 
or  the  prompt  payment  of  the  bonds  at  their  maturity. 

A  short  time  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Grand  Bodies  last  year,  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Home  effected  a  loan  of  $2,500  of  the  funds  of  the 
Home  on  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Meridian  for  6ve  years  at  8  per  cent,  per  an- 
num— the  interest  to  be  paid  into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Meridian,  the  21st  of 
March  in  each  year,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Committee  or  their  successors. 
The  loan  is  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  buildings  and  furniture,  are  insured  for 
$3,000  each  in  two  companies,  and  a  clause  inserted  in  favor  of  the  Committee 
or  their  successors,  in  trust  for  the  Home.  The  Committee  hold  duplicate  re- 
ceipts of  the  premiums,  and  an  abstract  of  title.  The  security  is  held  by  busi- 
ness men  to  be  "gilt-edged."  The  property  is  in  the  business  part  of  the  city, 
and  in  good  condition,  and  valued  at  $11,000  by  the  owner.  The  tax  valuation 
being  $6,000. 

A  change  may  be  made  in  some  of  the  securities  before  the  Grand  Bodies 
meet,  (and  this  alone  for  prudential  reasons.)  The  management  of  the  funds 
will  doubtless  pass  to  other  hands  at  an  early  day,  and  the  committee  prefer 
closing  the  account  as  far  as  possible,  and  I  shall  cheerfully  pass  the  honor  of 
collecting  the  funds  to  the  accredited  ofHcer  of  the  new  government. 

The  sum  of  $895.05  have  passed  into  my  hands,  and  this  amount  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Committee.  The  greater  portion  of  this  money  has  been  col- 
lected during  the  past  month  and  is  uninvested. 

Of  the  subscriptions  made  to  the  Home  there  remains  unpaid  $365*  The  pay- 
ment of  this  money  at  this  time  would  add  to  the  amount  of  our  collections. 

The  work  to  be  done  is  before  us — the  duty  is  upon  us,  nor  can  we  thrust  it 
into  a  corner  as  of  no  binding  force,  and  thus  forget  what  we  owe  to  the  widows 
and  orphans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Andrew  H.  Barkley,  Custodian. 
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REPORTS    ADOPTED. 

The  following  reports  were  submitted  and  adopted : 

Past  Grand  Commander  Savery  made  a  verbal  report  for  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  recommendation  of  a  monument  to  the  late  Past  Grand 
Commander  Harvey  W.  Walter,  suggesting  that  said  Committee  be  authorired 
to  confer  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  Grand  Bodies,  and  make  a  re* 
port  to  the  Grand  Commander  for  his  approval  and  promulgation  to  the  Craft. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  : 

Your  Committee  to.  which  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Custodian  of  the 
Masonic  Home,  and  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  the  same 
behalf,  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  this  Grand  Body  recede  from  the  concordat 
providing  for  joint  control,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  be  requested  to  assume 
the  entire  direction  of  the  laudable|undertaking,  hereby  pledging  our  continued 
and  hearty  co-operation  in  carrying  out  any  plans  that  may  be  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.  B.  A.  Weaver, 

J  NO   S.  Cobb,  Jr., 
J.  M.  Buchanan, 

Committee. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  R.*. 
E.*.  Grand  Commander,  as  relates  to  the  Christmas  observance  proposed  by 
Grand  Recorder  Stephen  Berry,  of  Maine,  approve  the  action  taken  by  the 
Grand  Commander.  J.  M.  B(7CHANAn, 

B.  A.  Weaver, 
Jno.  S.  Cobb,  Jr., 
%  Committee. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  : 

Vour  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  and  accounts  of 
the  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  find  the 
same  correct.  Wm.  Starung, 

C.  W.  Hbitzman, 
J.  M.  Davis, 

Committee. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  : 

Your  Committee  on  Grand  Representatives  recommend  approval  of  all  ap- 
pointments of  Grand  Representatives  during  the  past  year,  and  that  those 
commissioned  by  other  Grand  Commanderies  as  Representatives  to  this  Grand 
Commandery,  are  courteously  and  cordially  welcomed,  personally  and  officially. 

G.  Smalshaf, 

J.  SCHLOTTMAMy 

J.  L.  "Power, 

Committee. 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  : 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  beg  leave  to  recommend  : 

I  We  recommend  to  this  body  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Com* 
mander  that  portraiu  of  deceased  Past  Grand  Commanders  be  secured. 
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2.  As  to  illustrious  dead,  we  ask  leave  to  submit  report  to  Grand  Recorder  at  a 
future  time.  Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  G.  Augustus, 
wm.  Cross, 
W.  G,  Sykes, 

Committee. 
The  following  was  offered  and  adopted  : 

Whereas,  the  Masonic  Bodies  of  Natchez  are  financially  embarrassed  at  the 
present  time  because  of  the  erection  of  their  new  Temple ;  therefore — 

Resotvedy  That  the  dues  of  Rosalie  Commandery  No.  5,  for  the  year  1892  be 
remitted. 

REPORT    ON    TEMPLAR    LAW. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery: 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  courteously  report  that  no  special  questions 
have  been  presented  for  their  consideration  during  the  past  year. 

Of  the  several  matters  treated  in  the  Grand  Commander's  Address  and  referred 
to  them  lor  consideration,  they  express  their  approval  of  and  concurrence  in  his 
action  in  the  matters  of — 

Dispensations  granted  and  refused. 

General  Order,  No.  i. 

And  circular  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio. 

In  the  matter  of  Standing  Committee  "  to  arrange  for  Triennial,"  it  seems  fit- 
ting and  proper,  in  order  that  the  Grand  Commandery  may  be  represented  in 
manner  and  form  that  shall*  be  commensurate  with  its  dignity  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  occasion,  that  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  arrangements 
should  have  ample  time  for  performing  the  onerous  and  reponsible  duties,  and 
heartily  re  commend  that  the  committee  be  appointed. 

In  the  matter  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i,  after  consideration  of  facts 
in  the  case,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  "if  any  error"  was  commit- 
ted by  the'Grand  Commat^der,  it  was  in  the  lineiof  leniency  and  with  purpose 
jand  desire  to  illustrate  the  principles  of  the  Order  and  advance  \f&  interests,  and 
therefore  recommend  thht  his  action  in  the  premises  be  approved  and  endorsed. 

In  the  matter  of.the  Masonic  Home,  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
success  of  the  enterprise  so  much  desired,  and  so  near  to  their  hearts  and  hopes, 
4:an  best  be  attained  by  simplifying  its  plan  of  organization  and  machinery.  The 
present  arrangement  requiring  concurrent  action  and  approval  of  all  the  Grand 
Bodies,  and  that  concurrence  being,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  difficult  if 
not  impossible  of  attainment,  we  recommend,  with  no  abatement  of  zeal,  no 
falling  off  of  interest  in  this  good,  even  holy  cause,  that  the  concordat  be 
repealed,  and  the  further  management  of  the  Home  transferred  wholly  and  en- 
tirely to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Speed, 
i.  M.  Savery, 
W.  G.  Paxton, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  night  at  8  o'clock. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  February  8,  1893. 
The  Grand  Commandery  re-assembled  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  the  special  pro- 
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gram  for  the  hour  being  announced,  the  observance  of  the  Seventy-fifth,  or 
Diamond  Anniversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Commandery,  escorted  by 
Rosalie  Commandery,  Ko.  5,  proceeded  to  Institute  Hall,  and  from  thence 
escorted  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Opera  HcTuse  in  rew  Masonic  Temple,  where  a 
large  audience  had  assembled. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand 
Officers,  together  with  the  Officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Grand  Council  and 
Grand  Commandery,  were  escorted  to  and  seated  on  the  stage.  Led  by  a  large 
choir  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Natchez,  who  had  kindly  lent  their  services  to  the 
Craft  for  the  occasion,  the  entire  company  joined  in  singing,  **  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow."  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Andrew  H.  6arkl«y  then 
invoked  the  Divine  blessing  and  the  audience  united  in  singing  "America."  The 
Grand  Marshal  presented  the  Grand  Master,  who  in  a  brief  and  impressive  address 
stated  that  the  occasion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  emerging  from  its  usual -retirement 
to  make  this  public  demonstration,  was  the  celebration  of  the  Seventy-filth 
Anniversary  of  its  organization,  which  occurred  in  the  city  of  Natchez  in 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  in  conclusion,  he  introduced  Past 
Grand  Master  Frederic  Speed,  who  had  been  designated  to  deliver  the  anniver- 
sary oration,  who  spoke  extemporaneously  for  ninety  minutes,  making  a  most 
eloquent,  impressive  and  instructive  historical  exposition  of  Freema^ionry,  in  which 
he  reviewed  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  institution,  its  o^ce  and  work  in  the 
world,  teaching  men  the  great  fundamental  principle,  that  as  children  of  a 
common  Father  they  were  under  the  recriprocal  obligations  of  Brotherhood  to 
each  other ;  that  man,  while  sovereign  over  his  mind  and  conscience,  owed  to 
society  and  the  State  the  duty  of  obedience  to  law  and  government ;  and  that 
the  great  guarantee  of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  which  was  the  peculiar 
legacy  of  all  English-speaking  people,  came  to  and  was  planted  in  the 
virgin  soil  of  America  cotemporaneously  with  the  Lodge,  which  had  always  and 
everywhere,  in  exercising  its  office  of  teacher,  so  moulded  the  minds  of  men 
that  when  in  God's  providence,  the  hour  came,  they  were  fitted  to  enter 
upon  the  great  experiment  of  self-government.  Before  the'  broad  banner  of 
Spain,  symbol  of  religious  and  political  tyranny,  was  driven  back  before  the 
advancing  legions  of  Anglo-Saxon  civilization,  there  came  to  the  Florida  terri' 
tory  a  noble  band  of  brothers,  here  to  set  up  a  Masonic  sanctuary,  from  whose 
altar  there  had  eradiated,  with  effulgent  splendor,  a  light  which  illuminated  the 
dark  and  dreary  pathway  through  the  unbroken  wilderness,  by  which  these 
pioneers  came,  and  which  had  found  expression  in  the  laws  which  they  enacted, 
the  constitutional  guarantees  they  had  graven  in  tablets  more  enduring  than  stone, 
'  and  in  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Society  they  created.  The  speaker  then 
graphically  reviewed  the  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Mississippi,  since  the  organiza. 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Natchez,  in  1818,  with  appropriate  reference  to  the 
lives  and  characters  of  those  who  composed  the  first  Grand  Lodge. 

The  address,  though  lengthy,  was  listened  to  with  unabated  interest  to  the 
close,  and  if  written  out  would  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  many  contri- 
bations  that  Sir  Knight  Speed  has  made  to  the  literature  of  Freemasonry. 

Sir  Speed  was  followed  by  the  Grand  Master  elect,  R.\  W.'.  Bro.  Irvin  Miller, 
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R.\  W.".  Bro.  James  T.  Harrison,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Savery,  who  each  made 
short  but  very  felicitous  addressed,  and  these  were  interspersed  with  vocal  and 
instrumental  music. 

The  exercises  were  closed  by  the  audience  singing  Auld  Lang  Syne,  and  the 
Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Bro.  Irvin  Miller. 

On  returning  to  the  Asylum,  the  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenh^mer  offered  the 
following,  which  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote : 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  extend  to  the  Sir  Knights,  of  Rosalie 
Commandery  No.  5,  and  to  the  open  and  generous-hearted  citizens  of  Natchez,  its 
heart-felt  thanks  for  their  courteous  and  munificent  l^spitality. 

Resolved,  That  the  pleasures  of  this  pilgrimage  are  indelibly  imprinted  on  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  every  member  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  will  long  be  cherished 
with  affection  and  gratitude ;  that  it  is  an  oasis  in  the  )ourney  of  life,  alike 
refreshing  and  invigorating  to  mind  and  body. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  declared  at  refreshment  until  re-convened  by 
the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander. 


T|f iRP   PAY. 


Thursday,  February  9,  1893. 

The  Grand  Commandery  re-aesembled  at  9.30  A.  M. 

The.  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  that,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  Grand  Council  and  Grand  CoAmandery  in  receding  from  the  con. 
cordat  relating  to  the  Masonic  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,  adopted  at  Green- 
ville, the  Grand  Lodge  had  concurred  in  said  action  and  assumed  the  entire 
direction  and  control  of  that  great  and  cherished  interest  of  the  Craft. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resloved,  That  the  next  Conclave  be  held  at  the  place  selected  by,  and  two 
days  preceding,  the  Grand  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  are  in  a 
very  special  manner  due  to  the  R.'.  E.-.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  W.  A.  Boden- 
hamer,  for  his  zealous,  faithful  and  efficient  administration  of  the  office  of 
Grand  Commander,  and  to  his  intelligent,  diligent  and  courteous  discharge  of 
duly  we  may  justly  attribute  much  of  the  revived  interest  in  Templary  in  this 
jurisdiction  during  the  past  year. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  Past  Grand  Commander 
Frederic  Speed  in  his  usually  impressive  manner — his  remarks  to  the  R.'^  E.-. 
Grand  Commander  elect.  Sir  S.  W.  Ferguson,  and  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  being 
specially  appropriate  and  felicitous. 

TRIENNIAL    COMMITTEE. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the  Committee  to  make  all 
arrangements  far  transportation,  quarters,  etc.,  for  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  who  may  attend  the  next  Triennial  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
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in  BoiitoD,  Sin  J.  L.  Power,  J.  J.  Hajes,  J.  C.  French,  Jm.  T.  HaiiisoD,  G.Smil- 
sbaf,  W.  A.  Bodcnhamer,  W.  G.  S;ket,  Wm.  Cross. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand   Commaoder   aDDouDced  the  re-appoiolment  of  Slaodiag 
CommiKees,  as  followt : 
Tbhplar  Law— Frederic  Speed,  p.g  c  ,  Chairman,  Vickibnrg. 
Wm.  G.  Pailon,  P.c.c,  Vicksbutg. 
P.  M.  Savcry,  P.G.c.  Tupelo. 

FSATBRNAL  CORRESPONDBNCR— 

E.  Gee.  DeLap,  P.G.c.  Reporter,  Natchez. 
The  Grand    Commandeiy   ihen   closed   its  Thirtjr-Third    Anonal    ConctaTe 
in  Solemn  and  Knightlj  Form  : 


S.  W.  FERGUSON. 
Grand  Coumandbk. 


r^^.^. 


Grand  Recordek. 


i 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  27,  1892. 
(Including  officers  for  1893.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDBRY,  No.  i— Jackson,   Hinds  County. 

I 

Regalar  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

D.  P.  Porter E.  C.     H.M.  Taylor Treasurer. 

W.  B.  Taylor Gen'o.  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  P  E.c ....  Recorder. 

B.  W.  Griffith C.  G.     C.  W.  Heilzman St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.e.c Prelate.     Jos.  Vf.  Power Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Gibbs S.  W.     Oliver  Clifton,  P.G.c Warder. 

A.  G.  Lewis J.  W.    J.  M.  Cain Capt.  of  Guard . 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — M.  F.  Ash,  J.  A.  Webb,  R.  F.  McGill. 

Members — Robt.  Bradley,  W.  J.  Ferguson,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  J.  A,  Hoskins, 
W.  C.  Hairell,  Geo.  C.  Hoskins,  R.  H.  Henry,  Wirt  Johnston,  Geo.  Lemon, 
John  McGill,  James  M.  McKee.  W.  W.  Moore,  O.  B,  Quin,  W.  W.  Roberson, 
J.  E.  Seavey,  W.  H.  Tegarden — 31. 

Knighted — W.  W.  Moore,  W.  W.  Robertson,  O.  B.  Quin,  Geo.  C.  Hoskins, 
J.  E.  Seavey,  B.  W.  Griffith,  R.  H.  Henry,  Chas.  W.  Heitzman. 

Reinstated — J.  A.  Hoskins. 

DiMiTTED— Geo.  S.  Lacey. 

Died — Thomas  Palmer,  p.ec,  January  2,  1893. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — John  T.  Buck,  J.  S.  Hamilton, 
Geo.  S.  Green,  J.  M.  Smylie,  Luther  Manship. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $71  00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Monday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1893. 

John  Schlottman E.  C.     H.  W.   Boweu Treasurer. 

E.  C    Carroll Gen'o.     A.  M.  Paxton Recorder . 

Wm.  Stanton C.  G.    Jason  W.  James St.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  P.G.i; Prelate.     Z.  R.  Day Sw. .  Bearer. 

Jas.  H.  Gunning S.  W.     G.  L.  Gurley I Warder. 

Frederic  Speed,  P.G.c J.  W.     M.  O.  Gorman Capt.  of  Guard . 
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Past  Eminent  Commanders — John  W.  Powell,  T.  G.  Birchett,  Martin  Mar- 
shall, J.  D.  Miles,  P.G.C.,  J.  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c. 

Members — F.  M.  Andrews,  G.  W.  Bookout,  Emile  Bonelli,  Joe.  Biedenhani, 
Wm.  Chamberlin,  S.  H.  Childress,  W.  W.  Campbell,  Wm.  Curphey.  R.  L. 
Dunn,  C.  C.  Floweree,  C.  E.  Grant,  C.  W.  Gibson,  T.  D.  Godman,  C.  E.  Gore, 
Jas.  M.  Gibson,  Wm.  Gilmore,  I.  Hardy,  J.  B.  Hamilton,  A.  L.  Jaquith,  James 
H.  King,  W.  G.  Kiger,  W.  E.  B.  Kersker.  W.  W.  Lord,  B.  T.  Lawrence.  Wm. 
Murry,  Jas.  K.  Moore,  W.  J.  McKee,  Peter  Matherson,  Chas  Pare.  M.  R.  Payne, 
Chas.  Peine,  J.  C.  Prichett,  J.  W.  Parkhurst,  Lee  Richardson,  Jr.,  W.  J.  Smith, 
A.  A.  Sharpe,  Murry  F.  Smith,  Phin.  H.  Starr,  J.  D.  Smith,  L.  J.  Thomas,  C. 
G.  Wright,  S.  A.  Woolford,  J.  C.  White,  J.  B.  White— 6i. 

Knighted — Joe  Biedenharn,  Wm.  Curphey,  Z.  R.  Day,  Wm.  Gilmore,  G.  L. 
Gurley,  J.  B.  Hamilton,  W.  E.  B.  Kersker,  B.  T.  Lawrence,  Jas.  K.  Moore,  W. 
J.  McKee,  Peter  Matth.erson,  John  W.  Parkhurst,  M.  F.  Smith,  P.  H.  Starr,  J. 
C.  White,  Jason  W.  James,  J.  D.  Smith,  J.  B.  White. 

Reinstated — W.  W.  Campbell. 

Died — J.  E.  Halbert,  August  27,  1892. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $151  00 


ROSALIE   COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

G.  J.  Bahin .; E.  C.     G.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

J.  F.  Dixon Gen*o.    John  R.  Bledsoe* Recorder. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.E  c C.  G.     W.  B.  Irvine Standard  Bevrer. 

E.  G.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  p.e.c Prelate.     W.  Rutherford Sword  Bearer. 

F.  L.  Rumble S.  W.     W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.e  c.f Warder. 

C.  F.  Merrick J.  W.     C.M.Sawyer Capt.  of  Guard. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — C.   T.   Chamberlain,  John  A.   Dicks,    J.   C 
French. 

Members — T.  J.  Adams,  W.  H.  Aikman,   G.  M.  Brown,  W.  E.  Ballard,  Sam. 

D.  Baker,  L.  A.  Custer,  J.  A.  Clinton,  John  Conner,  R.  S.  Dixon,  Aug.  Day, 
W.  L.  Davis,  A.  H.  Foster,  C.  F.  Farrar,  Jas.  S.  Fleming,  John  A.  Guice,  J.  S. 
Gay  nor,  E.  J.  Guice,  Thomas  Grafton,  C.  H.  Gates,  Jos.  Hahn,  W.  H.  Hen- 
drick,  C.  H.  Keim,  David  King,  W.  J.  Kaiser,  R.  F.  Learned,  S.  McDowell,  C. 
H.  Mcllwaine,  W.  G.  McNair,  T.  Q.  Munce,  M.  Neihysel,  H.  C.  Norman,  J. 
Peebles,  S.  Pennywitt,  J.  J.  Proby,  S.  C.  Sims,  John  B.  Scruggs,  B.  C  Smitha, 
Wm.  Stietenroth,  J.  B.  Tennant,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  B.  D.  Watkins,  W.  L.  Wells. 
F.  K.  Winchester,  J.  S.  York.— Total  59. 

Knighted — W.  G.  McNair. 
DiMiTTED— G.  T.  Rehn,  p  e.c. 
Died — H.  Clark,  p.e.c,  April  30,  1892. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues— B.  B.  Davis,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  S. 
D.  McNair,  B.  T,  McBryde,  John  P.  Walworth. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $64.00 


♦Died  March  7,  1893. 

tElected  Recorder,  to  fill  vacancy  occasioned  by  death  of  Sir  John  R.  Bled* 

e  ;  Sir  Wm.  Steitenroth  elected  Junior  Warden. 
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St.  ^CYR   COMMANDERY,    No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

J.  K.  Fulson,  P.G.c E.  C.  J.  B.  Rodgers Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles Gen'6.  J.  B.  Pate,  P.E.C Recorder. 

I.  T.  Blount,  P.E.C G.  C.  T.  F.  Trainer Standard  Bearer. 

S.  B.  Brown,  p.b.c Prelate.  G.  J.  Robertson Sword  Bearer. 

D.  H.  Hallowell S.  W.  Wt  H.  Price Warder. 

C.  E,  Romberger J.  W.  Joe  Crooms,  p.e.c .... Capt.  of  Guard. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c,  C.  Montgomery, 
M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  W.  C.  Shackleford. 

Members— W.  W.  Becton,  J.  V.  Blackmur,  G.  D.  Brown,  C.  H.  Campbell,  C. 
R.  Cocke,  L.  W.  Dekle,  J.  E.  Deloach,  John  Flack,  J.  H.  Fulson,  H.  Gibbons, 
H.  A.  Gant,  J.  T.  Goodwin,  H.  K.  Hill,  John  Kirby,  J.  S.  Kettle,  Alex  Ken- 
nedy, E.  G.  Leonard,  W.  E.Moring,  H.  M.Colgon,  R.  N.  Owens,  W.  P.  Painter, 

D.  C.   Powell,  J.  T.  Lay,  R.  Spearman,  T.  H.  Walker,  F.  W.  Weatherby,  W. 
C.  Winters,  John  Wright,  Edwin  Wright,  T.  O.  Watkins,  W.  T.  Wynn.— Total 

47. 

Knighted— J.  V.  Blackmur,  J.  H.  Fiilson,  H.  A.  Gant,  J.  T.  Goodwin,  D.  H. 
Hallowell,  H.  K.  Hill,  C.  E.  ;Romberger,  G.  J.  Robertson,  Edwin  Wright,  A. 
J.  Whitworth,  T.  O.  Watkins. 

Affiliated— C.  H.  Campbell,  J.  T.  Lay,  T.  H.  Walker. 

Reinstated — W.  P.  Painter,  John  Kirby. 

DiMiTTED— C.  H.  Bean,  A.  J.  Whitworth. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — ^J.  F.  DuflF,  W.  A.  Hadoway. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $101 .  00 


DeMOLAY  commandery.  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

C.  L   Lincoln,  p.e.c E.  C.  C.  S.  Franklin Treasurer. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  P.E.C.,  P.G.C, .  .Gen'o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

B.  A.  Weaver C.  G.  W.  W.  Westmoreland. .  .St'n*d  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  P.E.C,  P.G.c Prelate.  J.  W.  Gardner Sword  Bearer. 

H.  M.  Waddell *. S.  W.  M.  A.  Franklin Warder. 

T.  B.  Franklin J.  W.  D.  S.  McClanahan Capt.  of  Guard. 

Members — A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  Willis  Banks,  C.  C.  Buder,  N.  L. 
Davis,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  H.  Field,  ij.  D.  Guylon,  J.  T.  Harrison  W.  R.  Har- 
rington, R.  F.  Matthews,  J.  A.  Martin,  S.  C.  Munger,  E.  S,  "Moore,  C.  W. 
Mills,  H.  Osborne,  B.  L.  Owen,  H.  C.  Powers  E.  M.  Prowell,  W.  D.  Prowell, 
K.  T.  Sykes,  J.  P.  Stansel,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale,  W.  E.  Waring,  G. 
B.   Wilmot.— Total  38. 

Knighted — C.  C.  Buder,  W,  R.  Harrington,  D.  S.  McClanahan,  B.  L.  Owen, 
H    M.  Waddell. 

Dimitted — W.  S.  Farmer,  T.  A.  Teasdale. 

Died — L.  L.  Goodrich,  March  18,  1892. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $63 .00 


I 
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CYRENE   COMMANDERY,  No.  9— Meridian,  Lauderdale  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

G.  Smalshaf E.  C.     W.  S.  Harris Treasurer, 

I.  A.  Mooser Gen'o.     H.  C.  Smith Recorder. 

J.  T.  Iglehart C.  G.     F.  B.  Lamb Standard  Bearer. 

D.  B.  VVaddell Prelate.     C.  L.  Gaston Sword  Bearer, 

O.  A.  Harrison S.  W.     J.  H.  Wright Warder. 

J.  M.  Buchanan,  p.ec J.  W.     J.  R.  Alexander Capt.  of  Guard. 

Past  Eminent  Commander — J.  R/Mclntosh. 

Members — F.  W.  Bross,  W.  D.  Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  T.  C.  Carter,  Joseph 
Eaken,  Charles  Elmire,  K.  E.  Harris,  W.  H.  Howard,  C.  M.  Kelly,  Jobo 
Karoper,  J  F.  McCormick,  C.  C,  Miller,  A.  J.  Peck,  D.  A.  Ray,  J.  R.  Smith,  J. 
L.  Spinks,  Arthur  Smith,  S.  A.  Scruggs,  M.  J.  Thompson,  H.  W.  Wilson,  \V. 
R.  Woods,  J.  B.  Watts. 

Honorary  Members— W.  E.  Keller,  C.  S.  Starkweather,  W.  J.  Collins^.— 
Total  38. 

Knighted — S.  A.  Scruggs,  J,  B.  Watts,  D.  B.  Waddell,  J.  R.  Alexander,  C. 
C.  Miller. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $60  00 


*  Omitted  in  last  report. 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Thursday  after  2d  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

N.  G.  Augustus E.  C.     T.  W.  Williams® Treasurer. 

J.  M.  Davis . . .  .* Gen'o.     J .  F.  Hodges Recorder. 

J.  S.  Cobb,  Jr C.  G.     W.  H.  Griffin St.  Bearer. 

P.  M.  Savery,  p.g.c Prelate.     Thos.   H.  Williams Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  X.  Wilson S.  W.     W.  L  Harrell Warder. 

J.  Q.  Robbins J.  W.     G.  W.  Anglin Capt.  or  Guard. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  G.c,  E.  M.  Walker,  Frank 
Burkitt. 

Members — W.  B.  Barker,  C.  W.  Bolton,  W.  M.  Buchanan,  W.  L.  Burnett,  N. 
Cayce,  R.  H.  Collin?,  W.  H.  D.  Crawford,  Jesse  T.  Davis,  D.  H.  Goff,  C.  B. 
Hood,  J.  T.  Harris,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  B.  McCuUar,  L.  B.  McCullar,  Jerry 
Seale,  J.  M.  Trice,  B.  A.  P.  Selman. 

Exempt  from  Dues.— E.  C.  Bolton^  T.  E.  Cannon**,  H.  W.  Hunter**.— 35. 

Knighted— G.  W.  Anglin,  W.  L.  Burnett,  R.  H.  Collins,  Jesse  T.  Davis,  D. 
H.  Goff,  W.  H.  Griffin,  J.  F.  Hodges,  B.  McCuUar,  L.  B.  McCuUar,  J.  Q.  Rob- 
bins,  Jerry  Seale,  W.  X.  Wilson, 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — C.  C.  Ross,  Z.  T.  Trice. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery .$91  00 
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COEUR    DeLion  COMMANDERY,  No.  13— Port  Gibson,  Claiborne 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

F.  H.  Footc E.C.  W.  S.  Walker,  p.e.c  ,  p  g.c.  .Treas'er. 

S.  M.  Briscoe Gen'o .  W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G.  Jno.  W.  Andrews Standard  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  r.s.c   Prelate.  J.  H.  GordonP.E.c,  p.(;.c Sw.  B*r. 

A.  K.  Burnet    S.  W.  A.  Sager ' Warder. 

R,  A.  Owen,  p.e.c J.  W.  W.  B.   Lewis Capl.  of  Guard. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $12.00 


DELTA  COMMANDERY,  No.  16— Greenville,  W/PSHington  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  o^  each  month. 

Officers  for  1893. 

Wm.  Starling E.  C.     John  P.  Finley Treasurer. 

King  Dorwart Gen'o.     Dan  B.  Head Recorder. 

S.  W.  Ferguson C.  G.     R.  L.  Clack Standard  Bearer. 

Wm.  Cross Prelate.     R   M.  Standifer Sword  Bearer. 

E.  N.  Thomas S.  W.     M.  P.  McBeath Warder. 

W.  R.  Trigg J.  W.     S.  Archer Capt.  of  Guard. 

Members— L.  Bratson,  W.   L.  Clack,  C.   A.   Smith,  C.  W.  Dudley,  W.  G. 
Jaques. — Total  17. 

DiMlTTED — J.  W.  Yeargain,  E.  F.  Shuler,  Geo.  E.  Billingsley. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22 .  00 


ABERDEEN  COMMANDEERY,  No.  17— Aberdeen,  Monroe  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  each  moifth. 

Officers  for  1893. 

W.  G.  Sykes, E.C.     J.  A.  Bowen Treasurer. 

W.  B.Walker Gen'o.     O.  L.  McKay Recorder. 

S.  H.  Berg C.  G.     L.  G.  Nesbit St.  Bearer. 

F.  P.  Jinkms Prelate.     R.  A.  Honea Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  J.Ellis S.  W.     R.  B.  Brannin Warder. 

A.  A.  Posey J.  W.     C.  F.  Lundin Capt.  of  Guard . 

Members— D.  P.  Barker,  H.  Campbell,  J.  W.  Eckford,  C.  W.  Gibson,  J.  C. 
Gathings,  W.  E.  Howard,*  S.  T.  Sykes,  C.  N.  Simpson,  E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  F. 
Thomas — 22. 

Knighted— H.  Campbell,  J.  W.  Eckford,  J.  C.  Gathings,  W.  F.  Thomas,  O. 
L.  McKay,  D.  P.  Barker,  C.  W.  Gibson,  L.  G.  Nesbit,  R.  A.  Honea. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $67  00 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1802. 


Commanderies  making  reports  for  1892 10 

Knighted  during  year 72 

Affiliated 3 

Reinstated 4 

Died 4 

Total  membership  in  Jurisdiction 360 

Dues  of  Commanderies $702  00 

Receipts  for  1892 •. .  .$434  45 

Disbursements  for  1892 569  87 
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IH    IWEMOt^IAM. 


There  is  a  blessed  home 

Beyond  this  land  of  woe. 
Where  trials  uevei*  come. 

Nor  tears  of  sorrow  flow ; 
Where  faith  is  lost  in  sight, 

And  patient  hope  is  crowned. 
And  everlasting  light 

Its  glory  throws  around. 

There  is  a  land  of  peace : 

Good  angels  know  it  well ; 
Glad  songs  that  never  cease 

Within  its  portals  swell ; 
Around  its  glorious  throne 

Ten  thousand  saints  adore 
Christ,  with  the  Father  One, 

And  Spirit,  evermore. 

Long  life  is  not  in  itself  a  blessing ;  to  have  lived  aimlessly,  to  have 
gathered  in  a  goodly  store  that  we  alone  might  enjoy  the  luxurious  ease 
that  wealth  confers,  to  have  sat  idle  while  the  millions  around  us  have 
toiled,  to  have  been  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  our  fellows  in  the  great 
struggle  for  existence,  is  to  have  merely  been  here  for  a  time,  and  the  world 
might  have  been  the  better  for  it  if  we  had  not  existed  at  all ;  but  if  it  can 
truthfully  be -said,  after  we  are  laid  in  our  graves,  at  the  termination  of  au 
earthly  pilgrimage  of  ninety-four  years,  that  all  our  days  were  those  Of 
usefulness  and  honest  endeavor  of  benefit  to  our  fellow- travelers  on  the 
great  journey  of  life,  as  it  may  be  of  our  venerable  frater, 

THOMAS    PALMER, 

HONORARY    PAST  GRAND  COBIMANDBR 

of  jthis  Grand  Gommandery,  then  long  life  is  a  blessing  to  be  desired.  "  He 
was  especially  fortunate,"  wrote  the  most  illustrious  of  Masons,  Albert 
Pikp,  of  a  friend,  '*  that  age  had  not  blunted  his  sensibilities,  nor  benumbed 
his  sympathies,  nor  soured  his  temper,  nor  chilled  his  affections,  nor 
dimmed  the  brightness  of  his  intellect.  Death,  as  he  came  slowly  from 
afar  to  him,  had  cast  no  shadow  upon  his  heart  and  soul  to  darken  them 
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with  decay  and  dotage."     Words  so  singularly  applicable  to  our  departed 
frater  that  we  apply  them  to  describe  the  sunset  of  his  career. 

During  the  Templar  Conclave  in  Denver,  in  August  last,  the  Mississippi 
Sir  Knights  paid  a  visit  of  respect  to  their  venerable  frater,  which  was  one 
of  the  most  interesting  episodes  of  the  Grand  Conclave.  The  old  gentle- 
man was  very  much  affected  by  the  incident,  and  very  much  enjoyed  meet- 
ing  his  visitors  from  the  home  of  years  of  his  strength  and  manly  en- 
deavor. For  a  long  time  he  was  a  citizen  of  Jackson,  where  he  published 
The  Southron  and  The  Flag  of  the  Union,  and  in  1850  was  State  Printer. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ontario  Lodge,  No.  23,  at  Canandaigua,  New 
York,  seventy  years  ago,  and  had  been  a  member  of  Pearl  Lodge,  No.  2:i, 
since  1S52.  He  was  the  Representative  of  Mississippi  Commandery  and 
presided  over  the  Convention  which  organized  this  Grand  Commandery  in 
1857.  » Three  years  ago  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  rank  of  Past  Grand  Commander.  When  he  was 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age  he  served  for  two  years  as  the  Commander 
of  Mississippi  'Commandery,  and  continued  to  retain  his  interest  in  the 
Craft  until  the  last. 

Born  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  January  1,  1799,  he  died  at  Canon  City,  Col., 
January  2, 1893,  j^st  as  he  was  entering  upon  his  ninety-lifth  year.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1818,  and  after  residing  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
Boston  and  Philadelphia,  removed  to  Mississippi.  He  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duce in  this  country  the  glue  and  molasses  composition  roller,  since  in  gen- 
eral use,  prior  to  which  time  type  w^aa  inked  with  balls  and  pads.  The  best 
type  of  American  citizenship,  he  was  thoroughly  representative  of  the  pro- 
gressive men  who  have  made  the  land  of  their  adoption  to  bloom  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  We  did  not  throw  away  our  honors  when,  in  his  old 
age,  we  recognized  what  he  had  been  to  Masonry,  and  bestowed  upon  him 
the  highest  rank  m  our  power  to  give.  '*Let  us  imitate  his  amiable  and 
virtuous  conduct,  his  inflexible  integrity  to  his  trust,  and  his  unfeigned 
piety,"  so  that  when  the  last  summons  may  come,  it  may  find  us,  also^ 
readv.  p«  s. 
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A  R.'.  E.'.  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Louisiana, 


GENERAL  OR  AND  HIGB 


'■I  Grand  Chaptsp  Unltad  Stataa. 
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woik,  and  on  every  hand  are  endur 
his  fidelity  and  leal.    The  recol- 
nany    "    ues  wll  Inge     Ike 
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TRANSACTIONS  REVIEWED. 


ALABAMA, 

ARKANSAS. 

CALIFORNIA, 

COLORADO. 

CONNECTICUT, 

GEORGIA, 

ILLINOIS,  • 

INDIANA, 

IOWA, 

KANSAS, 

KENTUCKY, 

LOUISIANA, 

MAINE, 

MARYLAND, 

MASS.  AND  RHODE  ISLAND, 

MICHIGAN, 

MONTANA, 

MINNESOTA, 

MISSOURI, 


NEBRASKA, 
NEW  JERSEY, 
NEW  YORK, 
NORTH  CAROLINA, 
NORTH  DAKOTA, 
OHIO, 
OREGON, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 
SOUTH  DAKOTA, 
TENNESSEE, 

TEXAS, 

VERMONT, 

VIRGINIA, 

WASHINGTON, 

WEST  VIRGINIA, 

WISCONSIN, 

WYOMING, 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT, 

VETERAN  ASSOCIATION. 
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Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


To  the  R,*,  £.\  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi: 

Dear  Fraters  :  The  undersigned  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
courteously  submits  the  following  facts,  figures,  clippings  and  remarks,  as  the 
result  of  his  labors  in  this  behalf.  We  beg  to  assure  our  brethren  of  the  Guild 
that  although  we  are  still  unwell,  and  have  not  seen  a  day  devoid  of  suffering 
since  the  commencement  of  the  report,  that  our  affliction  is,  in  no  wise,  respon- 
sible for  any  of  the  fulminations  that  may  strike  them  as  cranky  or  dyspeptic. 
We  simply  give  voice  to  convictions  of  half  a  century's  growth  and  observation 
in  the  light  of  God's  Word,  as  it  strikes  us.  We  regret  the  somewhat  loneliness 
of  our  situation,  but  deny,  in  toto,  the  charge  that  we  consider  all  who  do  not 
concur  in  our  views  as  fools.  These  matters  are  to  be  adjusted  between  us  and 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  and  to  Him  we  are  all  alike  amenable.  We  claim 
the  right  to  hold  and  freely  express  our  own  opinipns,  and  we  cheerfully  accord 
the  same  latitude  to  the  balance  of  the  world.  The  light  of  Eternity  will  dem- 
onstrate who  is  in  the  right.  God  grant  that  those  of  us  who  make  mistakes  and 
wander  f  rum  the  right  path,  may  see  our  error,  repent,  be  forgiven  and  finally 
saved  in  Heaven. 

With  these  few  remarks,  we  move  at  once  on  the  works  of  the  Alabamians. 


ALABAMA— 1892. 

Thirty-second  Annnual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Selma,  May  iith.  R.'.  £.'• 
John  A.  McKinnon,  Grand  Commander ;  £.*.  Sir  Edmund  R.  Hastings,  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  G.  C.'s  address  is  a  resume  of  his  official  acts  and  deliverances.  Appropriate 
mention  is  made  of  the  virtues  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead.  Of  Bro.  Leigh 
he  says:  "  Erudite,  eminent,  faithful  and  zealous,  honored  by  men  and  Masons." 

His  dispensations  were  for  practical  purposes.  His  decisions  are  in  accord 
with  common  sense.  He  refused  dispensations  to  attend  the  wedding  of  a  Tem- 
plar in  uniform ;  also  one  to  parade  at  the  dedication  of  a  bridge.  Where  will 
they  stop,  or  would  they,  if  given  carte  blanche  ? 

Most  of  the  staff  made   reports  which  show  that  the  Order  is  in  fairly  good 

shape. 

Finances  healthy.     Proceedings  local. 

Bro.  Geo.  F.  Moore  is  the  architect  of  the  Correspondence  end  of  the  pam- 
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phlet.  His  introductory  remarks  are  quite  long,  and  in  them  he  quotes  Bro. 
Swain's  criticism  of  his  style,  which  Swain  says  is  abominable,  but  readable. 
The  trouble  is,  Bro.  Moore  don't  use  different  type  for  original  and  selected  mat- 
ter, which  is  likely  to  make  a  jumble.  However'^  Bro.  MoOre  gives  us  an  excel- 
lent report,  in  which  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  Templar  world  is  considered, 
Mississippi  for  1891  and  your  Committee  getting  flattering  attention.  We  beg  to 
assure  our  brother  that  we  are  not  "judging"  our  brother  in  the  sense  meant  by 
the  text.  The  Master  says,  m  his  inimitable  sermon  on  the  mount:  "By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them.  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles  ?**' 
Do  men  gather  the  humility  and  meekness,  inseparable  from  a  state  of  saving 
grace,  from  the  ostentation,  arms  and  pomp  of  this  sort  of  devotion  ?  Not  mucli. 
We  are  glad  to  know  that  onr  good  brother  is  an  advocate  of  plain  dress  at  these 
Battalion  Religion  gatherings.     Half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread. 

We  beg  to  say  that  all  is  at  peace  between  Bro.  Carson  and  ourselves. 

Bro.  Moore  gets  up  a  good  report  and  we  would  like  to  appropriate  more  of 
it,  but  time,  space  and  poverty  forbid. 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent  unchanged. 


ARKANSAS— 1892. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Smith,  April  19th.  Sir 
Charles  N.  Rix,  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  James  A,  Henry,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

The  address  is  simply  a  business  paper,  couched  in  ordinary  business  language, 
and  is  entirely  local  in  its  references  The  Order  seems  to  be  in  fairly  good 
shape,  and  he  so  reports  it. 

Proceedings  local.  Two  charters  were  arrested  on  account  of  the  inanimate 
condition  of  the  bodies.     Total  membership,  465. 

Sir  Innes  O.  Adams  is  the  architect  of  the  Correspondence  Report,  which 
covers  forty-three  pages  and  considers  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar 
family,  Mississippi  for  '91,  among  the  rest.  Our  brother  seems  to  have  an  awfnl 
time  in  reference  to  his  name,  the  **  intelligent  compositors"  in  some  places  get- 
ting it  "Andrews,"  in  others  '^Jones  O.  Adams,"  and  so  on.  We  beg  to  sug- 
gest that  he  remain  quiet  until  they  call  him  John  Smith  and  then  wade  right  in 
after  scalps. 

We  noted  last  year  the  evident  craving  of  our  brother  for  praise  and  commen- 
dation of  his  work,  and  that  peculiarity  is  more  pionounced  in  this  than  in  his 
last  report.  He  writes  a  >fery  good  report,  but  it  would  be  better  if  the  above 
feature  were  omitted.  His  review  of  Mississippi  is  full,  fraternal  and  pleasant. 
He  says  of  Sir  Hayes'  address  that  it  **is  short,  but  full  of  interest  to  the  reader." 
His  comments  anent  your  Committee  are  kind  and  somewhat  flattering.  He 
says  our  report  is  **  very  able."  We  deny  the  soft  impeachment.  There  is 
nothing  really  able  about  any  of  our  productions  in  this  line.  Our  reports  are 
good  and  readable  documents,  and  we  know  it,  and  no  opinion  uttered  or  unex- 
pressed by  any  of  the  family  of  **  Mutuals  "  to  the  contrary  would  disturb  our 
equanimity  in  the  least. 
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We  regret  that  Sir  Innes  O.  is  not  in  accord  with  our  views  in  regard  to 
Uniformed  Piety,  Dress  Parade  Religion,  and  sich.  He  is  a  preacher  of  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel,  or  the  Apostolic  succession  (the  terms  are  not  synonymous),  and 
he  ought  to  stand  by  us,  t.  ^.,  if  the  first — if  the  latter  we  do  not  expect  it.  He 
takes  comfort  in  the  thought  that  he  is  not  alone  by  a  large  majority,  forgetting, 
evidently,  the  Master's  remark  in  reference  to  the  ways  of  life  and  death.  The 
first  straight  and  narrow,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it,  while  on  the  other  hand, 
**Broad  is  the  road  that  leads  to  death,  ^nd.  thousands  walk  together  there."  God 
helping  us,  we  will  try  to  enter  at  the  straight  gate,  at  the  same  time  earnestly 
entreating  our  brethren  not  to  trifle  with  anything  so  serious  and  so  important  as 
the  acceptable  service  of  God. 

Sir  Charles  Edward  Rosenbaum  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


CALIFORNIA— 1892. 

The  Thirty-fourth  AnnuU  Assembly  met  in  San  Francisco,  April  21.  R.*.  E.*. 
Sir  George  Asbury  Johnson,  Grand  Commander ;  E.*.  Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell, 
Grand  Recorder  ;  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  a  large  delegation  from  the 
Subordinates  were  present. 

The  address  is  an  excellent  paper,  but  is  devoted  almost  entirely  to  local 
matters.     He  says : 

After  much  experience  in  life,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  Masonry, 
I  can  truthfully  furnish  this  testimonial,  that,  aside  from  the  elevating  and  evan- 
gelical influences  of  the  Christian  church,  there  is  no  institution  which  can  com- 
pare in  its  aims,  its  aspirations,  its  creed  and  its  results,  with  the  Orders  of 
Christian  Knighthood. 

We  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  <*  results,"  or,  if  preferred,  by  inserting 
before  * 'results," /flf«r«/y  of  goody  making  the  last  clause  read,  '*  *  *  and  paucity 
of  good  results  with  the  Orders  of  Christian  Knighthood. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  practical  and  sensible  purposes.  His  decisions 
were  correct  as  the  law  stands.  The  report  of  the  Inspector^,  which  are  incor- 
porated into  the  address,  show  the  Order  to  be  in  first-class  condition  in  all 
respects,  m  that  State.  The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  of  $4,143.21! 
Proceedings  local. 

Owing  to  illness,  affecting  the  eyesight  of  our  beloved  friend,  brother  and  doc- 
tor, Grand  Recorder  Caswell,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  Correspond- 
ence Committee,  and  that  report  is  made  by  Sir  Edward  Spalding  Lippitt.  Bro. 
Thomas  has  our  profoundesi  sympathy  in*his  affliction,  and  we  earnestly  pray 
that  the  Father  of  mercies  may  bless  the  means  used  to  his  speedy,  complete  and 
permanent  cure.  The  Masonic  loss  to  the  field  of  literature  by  his  retirement  is 
incalculable.  We  have  no  disposition  to  disparage  Bro.  Lippitt's  effort,  for  it  is 
an  admirable  production,  but  we  have  been  so  accustomed  and  partial  to  Bro. 
Caswell's  literary  menu  that  it  is  hard  to  change  landlords. 

May  God  bless  our  brother,  and  while  the  natural  eye  may  grow  dim  with  dis- 
ease or  age,  may  he  with  the  eye  of  Faith  pierce  the  vail  that  hides  the  glories  of 
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the  'better  land''  and  live  in  the  constant  enjoyment  of  the  Divine  Love,  and  have 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  of  his  Hicceptance  with  God,  which  is  the  most  perfect 
and  only  panacea  for  the  trials  and  sufferings  of  this  life.  Bro.  Lippitt  digests 
the  transactions  of  thirty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  our  own  for  189 1  coming 
in  for  a  full  allowance. 

Referring  to  our  remarks  on  Dress  Parade  Piety,  under  Kansas,  which  he  copies, 
he  says : 

*'Is  it  not  well  to  get  mailed  warriors  once  in  awhile  under  the  sound  of  gospel 
teaching,  even  with  "fuss  and  feathers,"  **  dangling  swords"  and  * 'waving 
plumes  ?"  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  objection  to  any  one  making  the  gate  to 
heaven  through  **great  tribulation"  if  he  prefers.  Let  the  strife  be  to  so  i up  the 
Christian  race  that  we  may  **win  the  crown." 

Referring  to  the  Correspondent's  remarks  and  Grand  Recorder  Caswell's  note  in 
reference  to  Sir  Cross'  sermon  at  Okolona,  we  have  to  say,  that  after  full  consul- 
tation with  Bro.  C,  we  are  constrained  to  exonerate  him  from  all  blame  in  the 
matter.  The  failure  to  give  credit  was  purely  accidental,  and  entirely  uainten* 
tional  on  his  part.  It  is  one  of  those  peculiar  cases  in  which  there  is  an  indica- 
cation  of  turpitude  which  the  facts  do  not  sustain  or  warrant  in  the  least  degree. 
We  regret  that  our  good  Bro.  Caswell  did  not  write  Bro.  Cross  in  reference  to  the 
matter  before  publishing  his  note.  Had  he  been  in  healtb  we  are  sure  he  would 
have  done  this  and  thereby  avoided  wounding  the  feelings  and  good  name  of  a 
worthy  brother. 

It  is  the  fear  that  the  means  in  question  will  not  **  win  the  crown,"  that  makes 
us  say  what  we  do.  We  have  the  authority  of  God's  word,  '*•  That  they  tha^ 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  persecution,"  hence  the  assumption  of 
the  poet  that  there  are  troubles  and  trials  in  the  way  which  may  amount  to  great 
tribulation,  is  doubtless  true  in  the  experience  of  every  real  child  of  God. 

''Are  there  no  foes  for  me  to  face  ? 
Must  I  hot  stem  the  flood  ? 
Is  this  vile  world  a  friend  of  grace  ? 
To  help  me  on  to  God  ? 

Sure  I  must  fight  if  I  would  reign,         1 

Increase  my  courage  Lord, 
I'll  bear  the  toil,  endure  the  pain, 

Supported  by  Thy  word." 

There  are  a  good  many  things  in  Bro.  Lippitt's  report  that  we  would  like  to  clip, 
but  time  is  up.  R.*.  £.'.  Sir  Jacob  Hurt  NefT  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent  as  before. 


C  O  L  O  R  A  DO— I  892. 

Seventeenth  Annual  was  held  at  Denver,  June  7th,  Sir  Byron  L.  Carr,  G.". 
C*.  ;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand  Recorder;  Representatives  from  seventeen 
subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  addiess  is  long  and  interesting.     He  did  what  so  few  do,  visited  all  his 
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subordinates.  In  addition  to  this,  he  made  quite  an  extended  tour  outside  ;  tak- 
ing in  Detroit,  New  Orleans,  Vicksbarg  and  other  places.  Of  his  visit  to  Vicks- 
burg  he  says : 

At  Vicksburg,  I  was  most  cordially  and  hospitably  entertained  by  R.*.  E.'.  Sirs 
James  Hayes  and  Frederic  Speed,  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  by  them  was 
shown  over  the  several  historic  battle-fields  around  that  historic  city,  and  through 
the  National  Cemetery.  As  both  uf  these  Eminent  Sir  Knights  were  soldiers 
engaged  in  the  great  conflict,  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  the  other,  their  de- 
scriptions were  intensely  interesting  and  their  remarks  decidedly  piquant. 

I  attended  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Chapter  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
Royal  Arch.  As  I  looked  upon  that  body  of  men,  composed  mostly  of  soldiers 
and  about  equally  divided  between  those  of  the  Union  and  the  Confederacy, 
and  all  dwelling  together  in  harmony,  I  felt  more  than  ever  the  truth  of  the 
adage . ^ 

**  Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  war." 

It  was  with  sincere  regret  that  I  bade  adieu  to  those  valient  Sir  Knights  at 
Vicksburg.  Their  hearts  are  as  warm  as  their  sunny  clime,  and  their  hospitality 
is  unbounded. 

His  decisions  are  sound.  His  dispensations  for  proper  purposes.  Out  of  a 
total  membership  of  1395,  389  indulged  in  armed  piety  on  the  different  **Tem* 
plar  days"  of  the  year.  Sometl]jing  is  wrong  with  the  system  or  else  a  large 
majority  of  our  Colorado  brethren' are  in  backsliding  state!  As  a  whole  the  ad- 
dress is  an  admirable  paper. 

The  proceedings  were  local.     Order  was  on  a  Triennial  boom.     Net  gain  301. 

The  appendix  contains,  among  other  things,  a  review  of  the  minutes  of  thirty- 
eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies  by  our  good  Bro.  Orahood,  ours  for  1891  among  the 
number. 

His  review  of  Mississippi  is  short  but  fraternal.  We  note,  with  regret,  that 
he  is  rather  chary  of  criticism,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  rap  of  his  shillelah, 
occasionally,  would  add  spice  to  his  otherwise  excellent  reports. 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


CONNECTICUT— 1892. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  in  Norwich,  March  15th.  Sir  Costello  Lip- 
pctt,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  presiding;  Sir  Jos.  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Re- 
corder. A  full  delegation  from  the  Subordinate  Commanderies ;  a  large  number  of 
Past  Grand  Commanders  and  P.  E.  Commanders,  and  more  than  twenty  Grand 
Representatives  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  Is  rather  short,  but  as  it  probably  contains  all  the  R.  E  had  to 
say,  is  long  enough.  We  note  that  he  was  requested  by  the  G«  E.  of  K.  T.  of 
Scotland  to  nominate  a  "Sir  Knight  of  some  eminence  and  ability"  for  the  post 
of  Grand  Representative  of  Scotland  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecti- 
cut. With  this  request  came  an  offer  of  honorary  membership  in  said  Grand 
Encampment,  with  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Master. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  Grand  Master  Gobin,  who  replied  that  the  Scotland 
Encampment  had  never  been  recognized  as  a  Supreme  Body,  hence  the  G.  £.  of 
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the  U.  S.  declined  to  exchange  with  any  but  the  Convent  General  and  iti  Grand 
Master,  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

So  we  supposed  !  Another  practical  exhibition  of  American  toadyism  to  every- 
thing and  everybody  that  is  connected  with  royalty.  Aside  from  this,  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  imagine  what  the  Grand  Encampment  or  Grand  Master  had  to  do  with 
this  case  any  more  than  with  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada.  We  are  not  advised 
that  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Scotland  is  under  the  ban  of  condemnation  as 
an  illegal  body  by  His  Royal  Highness,  and  if  not,  can  see  no  good  reason  why 
the  central  luminary  over  here  should  withhold  recognition  of  its  legitimacy,  if 
not -of  its  supremacy. 

Among  his  dispensations  was  one  for  Memorial  Day  parade.  **Ephraimb 
joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone."  His  visitations  were  quite  general,  and  re- 
suited  in  banquets,  with  the  usual  condiments. 

We  clip  the  following  "  Gem  "  by  Sir  J.  K.  Wheeler,  which  we  find  among 
the  memorial  pages  to  Ira  Berry,  of  Mame,  who  passed  to  rest  last  year : 


>) 


"  ABIDE     IN     ME. 

Abide  in  me  ;  tread  not  the  thorny  path  alone, 

The  way  is  dark  and  drear. 
Put  thou  thy  trust  in  me,  I'll  lead  thee  safely  on  ; 

Dispel  thy  doubts  and  fears. 
For  this  I  come  from  mine  own  Father's  throne, 
To  lead  his  children  through  the  darkness  lone. 
And  give  them  peace  along  their  journey  home : 

Fear  not,  abide  in  me. 

Abide  in  me,  dear  one  ;  the  way  I've  tried  before, — 

I  know  its  piercing  thorns. 
Put  thou  thy  helpless  hand  in  mine,  and  fear  no  more. 

And  safe  I'll  lead  thee  on. 
Abide  in  me  as  branch  doth  in  the  vine, — 
Around  me  fast  tby  feeble  arms  entwine,   ' 
And  I  will  keep  thee  evermore  as  mine  : 

Doubt  not,  abide  in  me. 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler. 

Tennyson  may  have  equalled,  but  he  never  surpassed  it. 

CORK  ESPON  DENCE. 

The  report  is  again  the  work  of  Sir  Wheeler,  covers  seventy  pages,  and 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies.  Bro.  Wheeler 
can  get  up  a  first  class  report,  as  well  as  write  first-class  poetry. 

Under  California  we  find  this,  which  we  do  not  exactly  like : 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Grand  Recorder  Caswell  is  the  architect  ol  this  portion  of  the  published  pro- 
ceedings, fulfilling  the  duty  with  his  accustomed  zeal  and  ability.  He  devotes 
two  pages  and  over  to  our  Jurisdiction,  small  in  area  but  large  in  numbers,  and  we 
trust  strong  in  its*moral  force  ;  and  in  his  review  of  us  we  find  nothing  that  attracts 
our  attention,  except  referring  to  words  spoken  by  us  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
former  report,  he  asks :     **  How  iu  the  name  of  the  nine  muses  can  a  rhyme 
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listen  to  its  own  jingle  ?"  Now,  Sir  Thomas,  we  think  you  are  altogether  loo 
prosy,  and  we  will  let  the  jingle  answer.  There  is  much  written  that  is  calied 
poetry  or  poetic,  that  is  nothing  but  rhyme  and  jingle,  and  we  presume  we  have 
been  sometimes  guilty  of  perpetrating  such  inconsistencies.  But  just  to  illus- 
trate, we  copy  some  lines  used  in  a  tribute  lo  a  deceased  Past  Grand  Commander 
of  Illinois,  which  Sir  Caswell  pronounces  a  **  touching  tribute." 
They  run  as  follows  : 

**  There  is  a  calm  for  those  who  weep, 
A  rest  for  weary  pilgrims  found. 
They  softly  lie  and  sweetly  sleep. 
Low  in  the  ground,^'' 

The  first  two  lines  are  all  right,  but  the  last  two,  it  seems  to  us,  are  too  ex- 
pressive of  that  fatalism  that  shrouded  Greek  philosophy.  There  is  nothing  very 
sweet  to  contemplate  in  such  a  sleep.  It  might  do  iora  clam,  but  not  for  spir- 
itual beings  who  hope  for  brighter  things.  The  lines  might  run  as  follows 
quite  appropriately : 

There  is  a  clam  in  the  briny  deep, 

A  smack  for  hungry  pilgrims  found  ; 
It  softly  lies,  and  sweetly  sleeps,    . 

Low  in  the  ground. 

This  is  a  touching  tribute  to  the  clam,  and  could  it  listen  to  the  rhyme  and 
jingle,  would  no  doubt  shed  tears.  It  is  also  very  practical  and  totally  devoid  of 
anything  figurative,  or  morbid  sentimentalism. 

There  is  an  odor  of  sanctity  about  these  old  hymns  that  renders  any  dispar- 
aging reference  to  them  peculiarly  unpleasant  to  us.  Nor  are  we  able  f^  dis- 
cover where  the  **  fatalism  "  comes  in.  We  know  but  little — nothing,  we  might 
say — of  Greek  philosophy,  but  we  do  know  that  a  sleep,  the  waking  from  which 
will  be  to  the  **  First  Resurrection,"  must  be  sweet. 

He  devotes  three  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  '91,  quotes  liberally  from  Sir 
Cross'  sermon  and  our  report,  and  winds  up  with  this  :  **  Sir  DeLap  is  a  practi- 
cal man,  but  he  never  can  win  all  the  world  to  his  conclusions,  however  sincere 
he  may  be  in  uttering  them.  Indeed,  we  think  his  views  are  a  little  stringent 
and  severe  in  the  discussion  of  some  things." 

Perhaps,  too  **  severe,"  but  the  author  of  "Abide  in  Me"  knows  they  are 
not  too  "stringent."  If  we  fail  to  win  all  the  world  to  our  conclusions,  the 
burden  of  loss  will  fall  on  the  world — not  on  us.  We  know  we  are  right,  and 
that  our  position  on  these  questions  is  in  accord  with  the  teachings  of  God's 
Word,  which  is  our  only  guide  in  matters  spiritual. 

There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report  which  we  would  like  to  clip,  but 
space  forbids. 

R.".  E.\  Sir  Christopher  Schwartz  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Joseph  K* 
Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


GEORGIA— 1892. 


The  Thirty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Americus,  May  4th.     R.*.  E.*. 
Sir  Rich.  J.  Nunn,  Grand  Commander,  presiding  ;  Sir  Sam'l  P.  Hamilton,  Grand 
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Recorder.     An  address  of  welcome  and  reply  thereto  were  the  first  things  on  ihe 

docket. 
< 

The  Grand  Commander's  •*  AUocution^^^  as  they  call  it,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Canucks^  is  a  well  written  and  quite  interesting-  paper.  He  grumbles  because 
the  subordinate  Commanderies  sometimes  wish  to  ballot  on  petitions  without  de- 
lay— a  right  that,  in  our  opinion,  is  inherent  in  the  Commandery,  and  with  which 
neither  the  State  Grand  Body  nor  the  central  excrescence  should  have  anything 
to  say  or  do.  We  would  be  glad  if  some  of  these  great  lights  would  tell  us  where 
the  sense  or  necessity  comes  in  of  requiring  the  petition  of  a  R.  A.  M.,  who  is  well 
known  to  every  member  of  the  Commandery,  to  lay  over  a  month,  or  an  hour  ? 
We  have  always  held  that  the  subordinate  Commandery  is  the  sole  and  only  prop- 
er judge  of  these  matters,  and  there  should  be  no  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  Grand  Bodies.  No  buncombe  dispensations  were  issued,  we  are  glad  to  say. 
He  ^  very  much  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  "  Masonic  Home,"  an  idea 
more  creditable  to  his  heart  than  practicable  in  a  weak  jurisdiction  like  most  of 
those  of  the  Southern  States  are.  7f  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Alabama  were 
to  pool  their  interests  in  this  direction  and  found  a  »*Home"  for  the  aged,  infirm, 
orphans  and  poor  of  the  three  jurisdictions  it  might  be  a  success,  but  neither  o' 
the  three,  alone  and  unaided,  can  expect  to  accomplish  much. 

Discussing  the  American  as  compared  with  the  English  Ritual,  he  says  :    **The 
English  ritual  is  strictly  Tiinitarian,  not  in  a  Masonic  sense,  but  in  a   Christian* 
or  rather  sectarian  sen5e,  and   would,  therefore,  exclude  every  Christian  not  be- 
lieving in  a  Trinity,  of  which  thete  are  a  gooJiy  numder."    We  quote  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denying  that  any  man  is  a  Christian,  or  can  be,  who  does  not  believe  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  if  we  had  our  way  the  roster  of  the  Order  would 
be  abridged  in  just  so  far  as  the  names  of  unbelievers  in   this  doctrine  would  go. 
As  we  had  occasion  to  remark  in  a  former  report,   the  Commandery  is  not  a  corra^ 
for  agnostics  or  fools  of  any  kind. 
The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  admirable  paper,  and  a  credit  to  its  author. 
Proceedings  local ;  Order  healthy  ;  total  membership  559,  a  gain  of  48. 
After  a  six  years'  vacation.  Sir  Roland  B.  Hall  again  comes  to  the  front  with 
the  Correspondence   report,  in    which    the    transactions   of  38   Templar  Grand 
Bodies  are  carefully  considered  and   courteously  digested.     Mississippi  for  1891 
petting  two  pages,  nearly  all  of  which  is  extracts  from   Rev.   Sir  Knight  Cross' 
sermon  at  Okolona. 

Sir  Hall  has  our  sincere  sympathy  in  his  domestic  affliction,  which  we  hope 
has  been,  ere  ibis,  replaced  by  restored  health  and  happiness. 

R.-.  £.-.  Sir  Geo.  W.  McElhaney  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Sam'l  P.  Hamil- 
ton, Grand  Recorder  ;  Sir  Roland  B.  Hall,  Reporter. 


ILLINOIS— 1892. 


The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  25,  R.'.  E.'. 
S.  O.  Spring,  Grand  Commander,  E.*.  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  session  was  opened  with  prayer,  which  is  printed  in  full.     If  we  believed 
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in  vicarious  'prayers  we  would  copy  it  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  our  brethren's 
devotions.  • 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  his  official  acts  and 
deliverances,  covering  forty  pages.  Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  magnan- 
imous dead  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  He  seems  to  be  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  spiritual,  or  some  other,  utility  of  uniformed  piety,  and  states  tha; 
all  but  six  of  the  Subordinates  had  observed  either  faster  or  Ascension  Day. 
The  preference  being  largely  in  favor  of  Easter.  We  note  that  1896  armed 
Christians  (alleged)  strutted  religiously  on  Easter,  and  234  on  Ascension  Day! 
We  do  not  keep  the  run  of  these  days,  but  presume  that  the  latter  fell  on 
a  week  day,  and  as  these  sort  of  worshipers  are  not  inclined  to  sacrifice  business 
to  buncombe,  the  attendance  and  general  interest  in  the  matter  were  small.  His 
dispensations  were  all  legitimate.  He  refused  permission  to  certain  individual 
Knights  to  attend  church  in  Templar's  rig.  which  was  right  and  proper.  Had 
he  asked  for  a  commission  of  lunacy  to  look  into  the  sanity  of  those  individuals, 
in  addition  to  his  refusal,  it  would  have  been  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  No 
one  with  a  single  trace  of  modesty  in  his  make-up,  let  alone  a  reverence  for  God, 
or  a  desire  to  know  Him,  would  for  a  moment  think  of  making  himself  thus  con- 
spicuous. He  made  but  one  decision,  and  that  is  correct.  Much  space  is 
devoted  to  the  Triennial  and  its  fulminations,  all  of  which  don't  amount  to 
much. 

Nearly  the  entire  staff  submitted  reports  of  their  acts  as  Inspectors,  in  which 
we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  The  proceedings  are  voluminous.  We  find 
the  total  membership  to  be  8,523,  a  gain  of  511.  Now,  if  you  deduct  our  2,120 
Easter  and  Ascension  day  saints  from  the  above  total,  it<shows  that  6,403  Tem- 
plars of  Illinois  are  either  not  in  a  state  of,  alleged,  grace,  are  heathens  and  pub- 
licans, or  have  too  much  respect  for  the  sanctuary  of  God's  House  to  make  it  the 
theatre  for  the  display  of  **whited  sepulchre"  devotion.*  All  honor  to  the  6,404 ! ! 
The  R.'.  E.'.  was  presented  with  a  Past  Grand  Commander's  jewel,  in  a  set 
speech.     The  order  is  in  excellent  shape  in  all  respects. 

The  Correspondence  covers  108  pages,  is  the  work  of  our  "veteran"  friend  Sir 
John  Corson  Smith ;  takes  in  nearly  all  of  the  world  of  Templary,  and  is  as  good 
as  our  best  efforts  in  this  field.  Can  we  say  more  in  its  praise  ?  6ro.  Smith's 
review  of  Mississippi  for  1892  is  fraternal  and  flattering  to  our  Fred.,  whose  law 
report  he  copiesentire  with  this  preface:  "Committee  on  Templar  Law,  by  R.'.  E.*. 
Sir  Frederic  Speed,  made  the  following  report,  which,  being  soUnd  Masonic  law, 
we  desire  to  repeat  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  think  more  of  uniform  and 
leathers  than  of  the  Craft  Lodge  which  gives  to  Templarism  its  high  rank  in  the 
fraternal  syid  social  world."  Correct  you  are !  Referring  to  our  demurrer  to 
decisions  i  and  3  last  year,  he  says  : 

Illinois  did  agree  and  affirm  decisions  of  Grand  Commander,  and  Mississippi, 
at  its  recent  Conclave,  practically  decided  No.  I  when  it  approved  decision  of 
Grand  Commander,  saying  "that  a  dimit  can  only  be  granted  at  a  stated  Con- 
clave and  in  open  Commandery  upon  the  the  written  application  of  a  Sir 
Knight." 

As  to  No.  3,  it  is  good  Masonic  as  well  as  Templar  law,  that  a  brother  loses 
no  Masonic  rights  when   under  charges,  as  there  may  be  no  foundation  in  truth 
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upon  which  to  build  the  charges.  Sir  Knight  DeLap  is  charitable  and  just  enough 
to  concede  the  correctness  of  this  statement.      * 

Dear  Bro.  DeLap,  **  Carson"  is  not  our  middle  name.  We  do  not  seriously 
object  other  than  that  it  is  the  name  of  one  we  love,  and  we  do  not  desire  to  sail 
under  false  colors  and  thereby  mayhap  rob  him  of  some  of  the  good  deeds  for 
which  he  is  famed. 

We  do  not  object,  however,  to  having  our  name  parted  in  the  middle,  as  we 
never  so  part  our  hair.  Our  name,  therefore,  is  not  *  J.  Carson  Smith,"  but  the 
good  old  Anglo-Saxon  name  of  John  Corson  Smith. 

The  fact  that  Mississippi — or  any  and  all  others — approved  what  strikes  us  as 
wrong,  makes  no  sort  of  difference  :  we  are  doing  our  own  thinking.  We  are  not 
going,  however,  to  feel  badly  because  Bro.  S.,  and  lots  of  others,  don't  think 
as  we  do.  Dear  Bro.  Smith,  we  wrote  it  John  Corson  and  the  ''intelligent  com> 
positor"  fiend  is  the  one  for  you  to  kill  and  we  will  hold  your  coat  while  you  da 
it;  or,  to  put  it  biblically,  we  will  hold  your  raiment,  as  Paul  did  those  who  slew 
Stephen.  Do  you  suppose  Stephen  ever  felt  like  strutting  into  the  Temple  in 
uniform  and  armed  with  a  sword  ? 

The  report  is  embelished  with  lots  of  good  things,  aud  also  with  sundry  pic- 
tures of  scenes  and  hallowed  spots  in  the  Holy  Land.  There  is,  likewise,  a 
group  picture  of  the  sub-committee  on  Ritual  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  From 
the  looks  and  personnel  of  the  committee,  we  expect  something  sensible  in  the 
new  work  adopted  at  Denver.  We  do  not  by  this  remark,  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  criticising  the  one  about  which  we  had  the  war  in  Iowa,  because  we 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  that  one,  except  from  hearsay,  never  having 
looked  it  over.  We  would  be  glad  to  extend  this  review,  but  having  been  at  it  a 
good  share  of  the  day,  we  are  tired  and  will  close  by  telling  Bro.  Smith  that  our 
cognomen  is  Enoch  Geo.  DeLap,  and — ^good  night. 

K.*.  £.'.  Chas.  Gamble  Mac  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Carres' 
pondent  as  before, 


INDIAN  A— I  892. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Evansville,  April 
19th,  R.-,  E.'.  Irvin  B.  Webber,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

A  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Eminent  Commanders, 
Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  thirty -one,  out  of  the  thirty-two  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies,  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  pleasantly  written  resume  of  his  admin- 
istration, but  in  it  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  He  issued  quite  a  num- 
ber of  special  Dispensations,  but  all  for  legitimate  purposes.  **  Peace  and  har- 
mony prevail,  and  there  have  been  no  dissentions  during  the  year."  The  rcpoit 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  11 1.  Appropriate  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  magnanimous  dead.  He  quotes  the  following  stanza,  whicl> 
strikes  us  as  being  **  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene  :  " 

*'  How  passing  beautiful  that  sleep 
That  gently  falls  upon  the  silvered  brow  of  years, 
And  shuts  the  weary  eyelids  filled  with  tears. 
And  opens  them,  no  more  to  weep." 
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He  decided  that  the  Orders  could  be  conferred  on  a  candidate  who  wa$ 
elected  sixteen  years  ago,  but  recommends  some  action  of  Grand  Body  limiting 
the  life  of  an  election  to  the  Orders.  Both  the  decision  and  the  suggestion  were 
approved,  and  the  limit  fixed  at  twelve  months. 

Proceedings  local.     Finances  strong. 

The  Correspondence  report  covers  Ii8  pages,  considers  the  transactions  of 
forty  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  and  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  N.  R. 
Rucker.  The  report,  like  all  others  from  this  source,  is  first-class  in  all  respects. 
Judging  from  our  brother's  report,  we  should  say  that  his  scrutiny  of  the  diflfer- 
ent  pamphlets  must  be  very  thorough,  nothing  of  importance  escaping  his  obser- 
vation. He  must  have  more  time  to  devote  to  these  duties  than  we  do.  Sir 
Nicholas  devotes  two  pages  to  a  kindly  review  of  Mississippi  for  1891.  He  says 
your  Committee  **is  an  ardent  advocate  of  total  abstinence,  and  probably  of 
prohibition,"  etc.  To  the  first  count  in  the  indictment,  we  plead  guilty;  to  the 
■second,  not  guilty,  by  a  large  majority.  If  any  one  can  produce  some  prohibi- 
tion that  will  prohibit  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  except  for  medicinal  purposes,  we  are  with  them,  but  we  beg  to  be  ex- 
<:used  from  encouraging  the  *^Jug  Trade  "  Our  opposition  to  some  other  things 
is  born  of  an  idea  that  Humility  as  well  as  Holiness  become  the  House  of  God. 

Bro.  Rucker  has  so  little  to  say  in  the  way  of  comment  upon  what  passes  before 
him,  that  it  is  impossible  to  clip  from  his  report.  He  does  not  even  indulge  in 
the  luxury  of  **  opening  '*  or  *'  conclusion,"  all  of  which  is  very  reprehensible. 

R.*.  E  •.  Joseph  A.  Manning  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before.     Total  membership,  2989. 


10  W  A— 1892. 


The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  assembled  at  Dubuque,  September  20th,  Sir  E. 
Olin  Soule,  V.*.  E.*.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Sir  Alf.  Wingate, 
Orand  Recorder.  Forty  of  the  fifty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  rep- 
resented. 

Grand  Commander  Cleveland  was  too  ill  to  be  present.  We  sincerely  trust 
he  is  now  in  health.  The  address,  which  was  read  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
minder,  is  an  elegant  paper,  containing  an  epitome  of  his  administration,  in 
which  we  find,  however,  but  little  of  general  interest. 

Regarding  the  **  Cerneau  "  humbug,  he  has  this  to  say  : 

CERNEAUISM . 

The  action  taken  by  this  Grand  Commandery  at  its  last  Conclave  in  so  clearly 
defining  its  position  toward  those  of  our  misguided  fraters  who  persisted  in 
retaining  their  membership  in  the  so-called  Cerneau  body,  and  which  position 
has  been  sustained  and  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  action  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment at  its  last  Conclave,  has  had  a  salutary  effect.  A  few  may  have  dimitted 
from  our  Order  before  charges  vvei'e  preferred  against  them,  but  most  of  them 
have  withdrawn  from  the  interdicted  body,  and  have  renewed  their  allegiance  tc 
our  Order,  and  the  gathering  clouds  of  discord  that  threatened  the  peace  and  har- 
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mony  of  our  Fraternity  have  disappeared,  and  as  an  Order,  we  are  to-day  enjoy 
ing  a  most  prosperous  and  harmonious  condition  throughout  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction! disturbed  by  no  contention,  save  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emula- 
tion, of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree. 

We  would  be  glad  to  know  what  there  is  in  this  humbug  that  so  excites  the 
ire  of  the  elect  wherever  it  gets  a  foothold  ?     Will  some  one  rise  and  explain  ? 

He  reports  a  rather  singular  state  of  affairs  in  one  of  the  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies.  It  seems  that  said  Commandery  last  year  tried  and  expelled  a  Red 
Cross  Knight ;  that  he  appealed  to  the  Grand  Body,  which  reversed  the  decision 
of  the  Subordinate,  restored  him  to  good  standing,  and  directed  the  Subordinate 
to  waive  jurisdiction  over  him  in  favor  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  of  Birmingham, 
Ala«f  where  he  had  resided  for  two  years.  The  order  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery was  fulfilled  to  the  letter  by  the  Subordinate,  and  waiver  sent  to  the  Ala- 
bama Commandery,  but  that  body  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him 
unless  the  Iowa  Commandery  would  request  them  to  confer  the  remaining  Orders 
for  her,  and  this  the  former  refused  positively  to  do,  and  the  case  standing  thus 
was  again  referred  by  Grand  Commander  Cleveland  to  the  Grand  Body,  which 
concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Grand  Commander,  that  Sir  Knight  Smith  is  a 
Red  Cross  Knight  in  good  standing,  owing  to  the  failure  of  Cyrene  Commandery 
to  accept  the  waiver,  and  thus  complete  his  transfer  Irom  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Iowa  Commandery.  After  mature  consideration,  we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  Sir  Smith  is  in  a  bad  fix — between  the  Devil  and  the  Deep  Sea ! 

They  had  a  **  Royal  Banquet "  and  lots  of  fine  sentiments  and  eloquent 
speeches,  ouf  old  and  talented  friends  Varnum  and  Guilbert  being  among  the 
best  speakers. 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  local  in  their  character.  Receipts  over  $5000.00, 
Total  membership  4049,  an  increase  of  291.  Forty-one  Commanderies  showed 
an  increase  in  membership,  nine  a  decrease,  and  four  unchanged. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a  double-barreled  one,  our  old  friend,  W.  I« 
Babb,  being  one  barrel,  and  Rev.  John  Charles  Wesley  Coxe,  D.  D.,  the  other. 
Referring  to  his  reverend  colleague,  Bro.  Babb  says,  *'  As  a  keen,  critical  writer, 
and  a  strong  platform  speaker,  he  is  known  to  all  of  them,''  1.  e.,  lowans.  Does 
Bro.  Babb  mean  that  Bro.  Coxe  is  good  on  the  hustings  ?  If  yes,  it  would  be 
better  for  him  to  drop  the  prefix  of  •*  Rev."  and  the  affix  **  D.  D.,"  and  sail 
under  bare  poles !  Of  all  abominations,  the  political  preacher  takes  the  cake  I 
We  are  not  much  afraid,  however,  that  our  questions  will  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  That  sort  of  sky  pilot  seldom  takes  interest  in  anything  as  good  and 
pure  as  Masonry  or  Templary. 

We  have  glanced  through  the  reports  up  to  Mississippi,  which  we  find  pleas- 
antly reviewed  by  Bro.  Coxe.  Referring  to  our  opposition  to  Uniformed  Devo- 
tion, he  says  :  '*  His  objections  are  tersely  put,  but  will  have  but  little  weight 
with  the  rank  and  file,  to  whom  *  the  nodding  and  flashing  sword  '  iire  no  small 
part  01  Templarism  We  do  not,  we  think,  overrate  them,  but  we  do  regret, 
with  Sir  Knight  DeLap,  that  the  spirit  of  Templarism  should  be  so  often  lost  in 
the  mere  litter  of  showy  ceremonial."  We  do  noi  object  to  these  things  in  the 
Ceremonials  of  the  Order  and  the  Ritualistic  work  in  the  Asylum,  but  we  do 
object  to  the  prostitution  of  God's  house  to  the  display  of  these  gaudy  trappingSr 
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There  is  no  devotion  in  it,  not  a  whit,  and  the  desire  to  honor  God  is  not  an 
appreciable  element  in  the  desire  to  engage  in  this  sort  of  thing.  ' 

Our  good  brother  has  a  pleasant  word  for  this  Committee,  which  is  highly 
appreciated.  When  we  have  the  endorsement  of  the  Iowa  Committee,  which 
has  always  been  among  the  ablest  and  best,  it  makes  us  proud.  A  hurried  glance 
through  the  report  convinces  us  that  Sir  Babh  has  not  overrated  Sir  Coxe,  and 
that  the  two  are  **  the  first  among  their  equals."  There  are  many  good  things 
in  this  report  that  we  would  like  to  clip,  but  time  and  poverty  forbid. 

Sir  E  Olin  Soule  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent continued  with  Bro.  Coxe  at  the  head.  Bro.  Babb  being  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  for  the  current  year. 


KANSAS— 1892. 


The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Newton,  May  loth. 
8ir  Winfield  L.  Corbett,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Thirty- two  Subordinate 
Commandcries  were  represented. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  elegant  paper,  but  is  mostly  devoted  to  local  matters. 
He  says  ;  **  I  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  10  this  our  Annual  Conclave.  We  have, 
upon  invitation  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Newton  Commandery,  No.  9,  pitched  our 
tents  for  a  little  while  in  this  beautiful  city,  where  a  little  more  than  two  de- 
cades agi)  the  solitude  of  centuries  was  unbroken,  save  by  the  lowing  of  herds, 
whose  footprints  are  yet  seen  beside  our  pools.  Now  all  is  quick  with  life."  He 
reports  the  Order  in  excellent  condition.  Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the 
Knightly  dead.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  made  but 
one  decision,  and  thai  was  good  law  and  sound  sense.  An  elegant  portrait  of  the 
R.  E.  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

The  proceedings  are  local.  Total  membershipj254i.  The  Correspondence  is 
by  Sir  John  H.  Brown  in  his  usual  style. 

Sir  Edward  Culp  is  R.*.  E  •.  Grand  Commar.der;  John  H.  Brown,  Recorder 
and  Correspondent. 


KENTUCKY— 1892. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Covington,  May  4th.  Sir  Jno. 
Wm.  Pruett,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  Lorenzo  Dow 
Croninger,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  coves  over  twenty  pages,  and  is  an  elegant 
paper.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  condition,  devotes  several  pages  to  the 
memory  and  merits  of  the  Knightly  dead  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdic- 
tions. Noting  the  demise  of  Grand  Commander  Leighi  he  says:  **  A  weary  pil- 
grim has  fallen  by  the  way.  A  pilgrim  warrior  is  at  rest,  and  his  earthly  sword 
sheathed  forever.  A  Pilgrim  Penitent  has  performed  his  full  term  of  penance, 
for  corruption  has  put  on  incorruption,  and  mortality — immortality.     A  burning 
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taper  is  extinguished,  but  has  been  relighted  on  the  other  shore,  where  it  will 
forever  burn  with  renewed  brilliancy  and  splendor.  As  a  Mason  R.*.  E.-.  Sir 
Knight  Leigh  was  renowned  for  his  fervency  and  zeal.  His  entire  Masonic  re- 
cord is  !hat  of  duty  well  performed." 

He  remarks,  anent  our  good  Bro.  Woodruff:     "The  Grand  Com  mandery  of 
Kentucky  has  every  reaso.to   be  proud  of  her  representative  in  the   Guild   Rc- 
portorial,  and  trust  that  he  may  be  spared    for   many  years  of  continued   useful- 
nses  among  the  brethren  with  whom  he  walks  in  such  pleasant  community   a.nd 
true  sympathy." 

To  the  first  part  we  respond — "Right  you  are  !     To  the  last — ohuh  ! 

The  Grand  Encampment  of  Scotland  attempted  to  secure  an  exchange  of 
Representatives  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  but  failed  because 
the  "Central  Superfluity"  arrogates  to  itself  all  this  foreign  business.  The  R.*. 
E.-.  replieil  in  an  elegant  letter  regretting  the  situation  as  it  exists  and  signify- 
ing his  acceptance  of  the  Honorary  membership  in  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Scotland  with  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Master. 

The  address  is  a  good  one,  and  his  administration  a  first-clasb  one.  No  torn' 
fool  dispensations,  and  nothing  said  of  uniformed  religion,  which  is  refreshing. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  B.  Millish,  of  Ohio,  was  received  courteously 
and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Commander.  The  Rev.  Reginald  H.  Thompson, 
Grand  Prelate,  preached  an  excellent  sermon  during  the  opening.  The  benig* 
nant  phiz  of  Grand  Recorder  Croninger  adorns  the  pamphlet.  He  has  a  pleas- 
ant, kindly  face,  with  indications  of  as  stubborn  adherence  to  the  right,  as  he 
understands  it,  as  did  his  namesake,  Lorenza  Dow.  Both  eyes  and  mouth  por- 
tend a  spirit  within  of  a  determination  to  **  do  or  die."  We  are  glad  he  is  our 
friend,  instead  of  our  enemy. 

The  gentle,  loving  eyes  of  Sir  Hiram  Basse tt  look  out  at  us  from  the  first  page. 
If  the  owner  of  that  face  ever  did  a  mean  act  or  derogated  from  the  best  char- 
acteristics and  life  of  a  Christian  gentleman,  it  was  by  an  unintentional  oversight. 
The  Almighty  generally  writes  a  legible  hand. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  transactions  of  forty-two  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  considered 
by  Sir  Chas.  R.  Woodruff"  in  a  report  covering  125  pages,  Mississippi  for  '91 
receiving  due  attention.     We  copy  his  conclusion  as  being  of  general  interest : 

With  I  he  exception  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wyo* 
ming,  which  will  not  be  printed  until  next  year,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting in  this  our  Nineteenth  lAnnual  Report  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Kentucky,  a  full  review  of  the  doings  of  all  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  that  are 
in  correspondence  with  this  Grand  Body,  which  includes  all  such  organizations 
in  the  world,  excepting  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Scotland,  and  the  Great  Pri- 
ory of  Ireland. 

A  marked  increase  in  membership  will  be  observed  in  the  majority  of  the 
Jurisdictions  under  review,  stimulated,  no  doubt,  by  the  approaching  Triennial 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  rapidly  approximating  a  total  of  one 
hundred  thousand  Sir  Knights. 

This  is  a  superb  showing  of  the  success  and  prosperity  of  our  Order,  which  in 
1856  contained  but  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
with  a  membership  of  only  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten. 
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In  this  prosperous  movement  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky  has  kept 
well  to  the  front  since  its  organization,  October  5,  1847.  "The  first  list  of  names  was 
published  in  1850,  when  the  five  Commanderies  then  composing  this  Grand  Body 
had  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  members.  The  largest  Commanderies  were 
Louisville  and  Webb,  with  thirty-five  and  tnirty-six  members,  respectively,  while 
the  Grand  Commandery  now  has  one  Subordinate  with  a  membership  of  more 
than  three  hundred,  and  two  with  two  hundred  or  more  members  each,  and  in- 
stead ol  five  Subordinate  Commanderies,  there  are  now  twenty-four,  nearly  all 
of  them  in  a  flourishing  condition,  notwithstanding  the  half-dozen  located  in 
•'back  counties,"  whose  membership  ranges  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-nine 
Knights. 

The  limes  are  beginning  to  be  more  favorable  to  the  development  of  these 
weaker  Commanderies,  and  they  can,  in  any  event,  console  themselves  with  the 
reflection  that  a  good  name  is  rather  to  be  cho&en  than  a  gteat  wealth  of  mem- 
bership, f 

The  Ritual  question  is  the  most  important  subject  that  is  discussed  in  the 
various  proceedings,  without  eliciiiag — strange  to  temark — the  slightest  acrimony 
or  friction,  and  the  general  opinion  gathered  from  these  sources  seems  to  settle 
down  upon  the  present  plan  of  limiting  the  definition  of  essentials  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  granting  the  arrangement  of  the  details  to  the  several  Grand 
Commanderies.  Herein  we  find  a  peaceful  solution  of  a  matter  that  has  created 
no  little  trouble,  and  aroused  animosities  that  were  fruitless  and  deplorable. 

We  look  forward  with  much  interest  for  the  report  of  the  able  and  talented 
Grand  Encampment  Committee  on  Ritual,  with  the  expectation  that  the  work 
as  arranged  by  such  competent  and  experienced  Templars  will  come  as  near  to 
perfection  as  can  possibly  be  obtained,  and  will  therefore  provide  a  standard 
worthy  of  study  and  of  the  highest  authority — favored  as  it  is  likely  to  be  by  an 
encouraging  smile  of  commendation  from  the  Grand  Encampment. 

In  writing  the  closing  lines  of  our  Correspondence  reports  We  are  always  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  kind  treatment  we  have  received  at  the 
Jiands  of  our  fellow-mutuals,  which  is  heightened  at  the  present  writing  by  the 
reflection  that  )ve  are  now  **on  speaking  terms"  with  them  all ;  and  with  the 
best  wishes  for  each  member  of  the  M.  A.  S.,  we  hope  that  the  entire  corps  may 
have  the  pleasure  to  accept  the  courteous  and  Knightly  invitation  of  Sir  Knight 
Orahood,  and  enjoy  his  hospitality  at  Denver  next  August. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  R.  Woodruff,  fr»r  the  Committee. 

Sir  Chas.  H,  Fisk  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent same  as  before. 


LOUSI  A  N  A— 1892. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  February 
I2ih.  Sir  A.  S.  Badger,  R.*.  E  •.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Richard  Lambert, 
Past  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder.  Three  Subordinate  Commanderies 
were  represented. 

The  address  is  short,  and  devoted  entirely  to  local  matters.  Proceeding  local. 
Total  membership  284. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  a  matter  of  regret.  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Horner  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  and,  no  doubt,  there  are  others 
who  could  produce  reports  of  much  interest  to  the  Templar  family. 
i«cSir  Samuel  Alston  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Past  Grand  Commander 
Lambert,  Grand  Recorder ;  Past  Grand  Commanders  Horner  and  Lambert,  Cor- 
respondents. 
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MASSACHUSETTS     AND     RHODE    ISLAND— 1892. 

The  Semi- Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence,  May  25th,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Robt.  H.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  address  is  an  eiegant  business  paper.  He  issued  a  good  many  dispensa- 
sations,  some  for  Armed  Piety,  but  forbade  such  adjuncts  as  **  music  and  ban- 
ners." If  the  swords,  uniforms  and  plumes  are  proper  in  God's  hou^e,  music 
and  banners  are  equally  so.  We  beg  to  say  to  our  good  brother  Rugg,  that  the 
above  is  our  opinion,  which  we  have  a  right  to  express,  and  for  which  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi  is  not  responsible.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  them,  except 
this  writer,  are  warm  advocates  ol  Armed  Devotion.'' 

Proceedings  local. 

The  Eighty-sixth  Annual  assembled  at  the  "  Hub"  October  27,  Grand  Com- 
mander Chamberlain  presiding.  The  annual  address  is  an  admirable  paper,  and 
contains  an  epitome  of  his  administration. 

Numerous  dispensations  were  granted,  some  for  parades  and  some  for  invasion, 
all  of  which  were  proper,  as  the  world  wags.  The  drift  of  the  entire  paper  is 
local.    Proceedings  ditto.     Order  very  prosperous.     Total  membership  9»589,  a 

gain  of  537. 

The  report  'on  Correspondence  is  double-barreled  in  all  respects.  Our  Rev. 
Bro.  Rugg  commences  at  Alabama  and  ends  with  Missouri,  when  Sir  P.  Voorhees 
Finch  comes  to  the  *'bat,"  knocking  out  the  balance  down  to  Wyoming.  Missis- 
sissippi  for  1892,  is  taken  care  of  by  Bro.  Rugg  and  his  review  is  pleasant  and 
fraternal.  We  copy  his  closing  remarks  anent  Sir  Speed's  celebrated  law  report, 
and  his  observations  on  the  work  of  this  committee  : 

The  closing  Vords  in  Sir  Knight  Speed's  report  seem  to  claim  a  passing  notice. 
We  are  not  surprised  that  the  Templar  Order  in  Mississippi  has  but  a  comparatively 
small  following,  the  total  membership  in  the  jurisdiction  is 339,  if  the  organization 
is  generally  held  up  to  view  as  in  the  disparaging  presentation  of  Bro.  Speed. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  emphasize  other  features  of  the  Order  besides  those 
that  find  expression  in  adornment  and  display,  and  make  the  most  and  best  of  the 
institution  when  outlining  its  distinctive  character  ?  It  is  not  the  accessories  of 
the  Order — not  the  things  that  have  become  attached  to  it — which  constitute  its 
chief  merit,  but  essential  verities  which  have  to  do  with  manly  and  useful  living. 
Templary  is  all  glorious  in  its  principles  and  faith,  while  the  bond  of  its  fellow- 
ship hab  exceeding  strength. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  by  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  covering  fifty-two  pages,  i» 
a  strange  sort  of  a  paper  to  be  written  by  a  true  and  courteous  8ir  Knight,  and 
sent  forth  to  sister  jurisdictions  with  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
which  it  is  addressed.  He  refers  to  one  correspondent  as  that  "that  fiery  old  repro- 
bate." He  says  of  a  Grand  Commander,  one  of  whose  decisions  is  displeasing, 
that  he  **lacks  the  menial  caliber  to  fill  properly  his  position."  He  continues  to 
characterize  the  observance  of  "holy  days"  by  Knights  Templars  as  "Dress  Parade 
Piety,"  and  reflects  upon  the  motives  of  those  who  favor  such  observances  by  Tem- 
plar Bodies.  He  writes  in  what  seems  to  us  a  vein  of  assumption,  dealing  out  abuse 
upon  those  who  do  not  hold  to  his  special  dogmas  and  views.  This  is  not  the 
r^«r/^j->' which  we  have  supposed  to  be  characteristic  of  Christian  Knighthood  \ 
and  yet,  for  we  would  do  our  brother  no  injustice.  Sir  Knight  De  Lap  claims 
to  have  the  fraternal  spirit,  and  to  be  exercised  with  charity  toward  all  the  weak 
or  mistaken  objects  of  his  criticism.  Peihaps,  at  heart,  he  has  tender,  gener- 
ous feelings,  and  only  indulges  in  his  strong  writing  as  a  reviewer,  because,  as 
he  has  said  in  substance,  he  despises  a  dreary  monotony,  and  intends  to  do  his 
part  in  making  them  spicy  and  interesting  all  along  the  line. 

Bro.  De  Lap's  reports,  whatever  their  defects,  contain  many  timely  suggestions. 
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He  is  sensible  as  well  as  keen,  and  often  hews  straight  to  the  line  in  a  terse 
expression  uf  a  vital  truth.  We  find  ourself  not  infrequently  in  agreement  with 
the, judgment  he  proclaims,  albeit  the  manner  of  its  expression  seems  harsh. 

In  his  generous  review  of  Massachusetts' and  Rhode  Island,  and  his  notice  of 
our  reports,  there  is  shown  only  the  kindly  side  of  our  brother's  nature  and 
thought.  Even  where  he  rebukes  there  is  no  sting  in  his  remarks,  for,  however 
intended,  we  concede  the  righitul  application  of  the  text  quoted  against  us.* 
This  is  what  he  says  in  his  rejoinder  to  our  reply  regarding  the  attendance  of 
Commanderies  at  church  on  special  occasions : 

**VNe  regret  that  our  brother  thinks  us  unjust  or  ungenerous  in  all  this  matter. 
We  feel  perfectly  sure  of  the  justice  of  our  assumptions,  and  equally  so  of  the 
perfectly  generous  and  loving  spirit  in  which  they  were  conceived.  We  read 
somewhere  in  The  Book,  that  where  the  watchman  upon  the  walls  fails  to  give 
warning  of  approaching  danger,  and  the  people  are  lost,  *  Their  blood  will  I 
require  of  that  unfaithiul  watch  Jian,  saith  the  Lord.'  We  are  glad  that  Bro 
Rugg  is  so  nearly  in  accord  with  us  in  regard  to  conspicuous  dress  and  trappings 
in  God"s  house." 

Just  here,  not  to  be  misunderstood,  we  again  say,  that  the  better  lorm  is  for 
a  Commandery  to  attend  church  services  without  "gaudy  uniforms  and  glittering 
swords" — nevertheless  we  do  not  consider  that  a  church  is  *'  desecrated"  by  the 
presence  ot  a  Body  of  Templars  in  uniform,  and  further  we  hold  that  the  Body 
so  attending  may  be  profited  religiously  by  engaging  in  the  service,  even  though 
the  mistake  is  made  of  wearing  uniforms  and  carrying  swords. 

We  are  at  some  loss  to  imagine  how  Bro.  Rugg  can  find  anything  in  our  Fred's 
pleasantries  to  retard  the  growth  of  the  Order  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. If  the  institution  can't  stand  such  things  as  this  it  ought  to  die.  Nor  can 
we  any  better  see  why  he  so  gravely  starts  out  on  our  report.  There  was  nothing 
u^nkind,  unknightly,  unchristian,  or  **un"  anything  else  in  our  heart  toward  any 
human  being  when  that  report  was  written.  The  trouble  with  our  brother  is  that 
he  judges  too  much  by  appearances,  while  his  Master  and  ours,  looks  only  at  the 
heart.  We  are  glad,  as  we  said  last  year,  that  our  brother's  ideas  of  the  pro- 
priety of  attending  church  in  uniform  are  as  near  in  accord  with  ours  as  they 
seem  to  be.  Being  a  minister  of  the  gospel  he  can  but  know  that  the  example  and 
teachings  of  the  Divine  Master  are  utterly  opposed  to  such  ostentatious  demon- 
strations in  His  house  and  service. 

The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  sit  in  Moses'  seat.  Whatsoever,  therefore,  they  com- 
mand, that  do,  but  under  no  circumstances,  follow  their  example.  In  other 
words,  they  preach  well  but  their  practice  is  not  in  consonance  with  their  teach- 
ing, so  don't  imitate  them.  The  world  contains  a  thousand  times  more  pharisees 
to-day  than  it  did  then,  and  they  are  just  as  demonstrative  of  their  religious 
pretensions  and  just  as  corrupt  and  conceited,  and  the  same  blind  guides  they 
always  were  and  will  be.  Of  this  sort  are  those  who  make  a  parade  of  their  relig- 
ion, an  analysis  of  which  would  prove  that  the  whole  thing  is  nothing  but  parade. 

Bro.  Rugg's  closing  is  an  elegant  production,  which  we  would  copy  but  foi  its 

length. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  H.  Soule  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Benj.  W.  Rowell, 
Grand  Recorder;  Correspondents  as  before. 


M  AINE— 1  892. 

Forty-first  Annual  at  Portland,  May  5th,  R.*.  E.'.  Arlington  B.  Martin,  Grand 
Commander,  presiding ;  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  Acting  Grand  Recorder. 
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The  address  is  an  admirable  paper.     We  clip  the  opening  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine  : 

Sir  Knights  :  It  is  with  feelings  of  mingled  pleasure  and  sadness  that  I 
welcome  you  to  this,  the  Forty-first  Conclave  oi  the  Grand  Comandery  of  Maine. 
Pleasure,  in  meeting  you  all  and  receiving  and  returning  the  fraternal  greetings 
so  grateful  to  all  Masons,  and  especially  to  those  to  whom,  by  long  habit,  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies  have  become  a  yearly  oasis  in  this  eartlily 
pilgrimage.  Sadness,  in  the  absence  of  some  familiar  faces  which  we  have  been 
wont  to  see  in  the  years  that  are  past,  bat  which  we  shall  see  no  more  on  this 
side.of  the  dark  river.  The  hand  of  death  has  fallen  heavily  upon  this  Grand 
Commandery  during  the  past  year. 

Quite  an  extended  notice  of  the  life.  Masonic  record  and  death  of  Grand 
Recorder  Ira  Berry,  together  with  fraternal  reference  to  others  of  the  Knightly 
dead,  makeup  a  part  of  the  address  Bro.  Berry  was  deposited  in  the  grave  on 
his  ninetieth  birthday,  there  to  rest  until  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
just.  Peace  to  his  ashes.  The  death  roll  is  quite  large,  but  these  brothers  hav^ 
simply  gone  before,  where  they  will  wait  to  welcome  us  to  the  delights  of  the 
better  land. 

His  dipensations  were  all  correct,  except  those  to  atiend  divine  service  in  uni 
form,  which  is   a  matter  between  God  and  their  own  consciences,  and,  as  they 
probably  think,  none  of  our  business. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  is  as  follows  : 

A  candidate  for  the  Order  of  Knighthood  was  elected  by  a  Commandery  in 
this  State,  but  before  htf  could  receive  the  Orders  removed  to  California.  The 
Commandery  which  elected  him  then  requested  California  Commandery,  of  San 
Francisco,  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  the  candidate  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  which 
they  did  and  sent  a  certificate  to  that  eiilect,  and  requested  the  Recorder  of  the 
Commandery  in  Maine  to  enroll  him  as  a  member. 

A  communication  in  which  the  Maine  Commandery  claimed  him  as  a  mem- 
ber was  sent  to  me. 

Reply.— -XYi^  "Digest  of  Templar  Law."  Title  XXXVIH.  sec.  i,  is  explicit 
upon  the  subject  of  membership.  I  quote  :  "  Those  to  whom  a  charter  is 
issued,  and  those  who  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  a  Commandery, 
are  ipso  facto  members  thereof,  whether  such  Commandery  be  chartered  or  under 
dispensation."  A  Commandery  has  no  power  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
Encampment  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  a  candidate  accepted  by  another  Com- 
mandery, as  an  act  of  courtesy.  The  candidate  becomes  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mandery in  which  he  receives  the  Orders  of  Knighthood.  Your  request  to 
California  Commandery  can  only  be  considered  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction. 

We  beg  to  dissent ;  have  no  idea  that  the  author  of  the  paragraph  ever  imag- 
ined that  it  would  be  so  construed.  The  fact  that  the  Law  Committee,  headed  by 
that  Nestor  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  Bro.  Drummond,  and  the  Grand  Body 
adopted  their  report  and  approving  said  decison  makes  no  sort  of  difference — we 
think  the  decision  is  wrong  in  the  very  nature  of  the  Institution. 

Proceedings  local.     Order  in   good  shape.      Sir  Stephen  Berry  is   again  the 
author  of  the   Correspondence   report,  which   covers  sixty-one  pages  and   con- 
siders  the   transactions  of  forty  Templar  Grand   Bodies — Mississippi,  for  1891 
among  the  number. 

Although  we  have  remonstrated  with  our  brother  for  not  putting  more  Berry 
and  less  clippings  in  his  report,  he  is  still  incorrigible. 

As  usual,  we  steal  his  ''statistics,"  at  the  same  time  expressing  our  gratefnl 
thanks  therefor. 
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GENERAL  TABLE. 


Grand 
commanderies. 


Alabama,  May  1 1 . . 
Arkansas,  April  19' 
California,  April  21. 
Colorado,  June  7. . . 
Connecticut,  Mar.  I 
Georgia,  May  4 . . . . 
Illinois,  Oct.  29 ... . 
Indiana,  April  19. . . 

Iowa,  July  14 

Kansas,  May  12.. . . 
Kentucky,  May  4 
Louisiana,  Feb.  12. 

Maine,  May  5 

Maryland,  Nov.  24. 
Mass.  &  R.  I.,  Oct.  30 
Michigan,  May  17.. 
Minnesota,  June  25. 
Mississippi,  Feb  9 . . 
Missouri,  April  21  . . 
Montana,  Oct.  13. .. 
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New  Hamp.,  Sept.  29 
New  Jersey,  May  10 
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No.  Carolina,  June  10 
No  Dakota,  June  18 
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Pennsylvania,  May  23 
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Tennessee,  May  10. 
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Sir  Thomas  P   Shaw  is  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  Gran4 
Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MARYLAND— I  89  I. 


The  Twenty-First  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  November  24. 
Sir  Henry  O.  Reese,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  presiding  ;  Sir  John  H.  Miller, 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  quite  long,  is  very  interesting  to  local  readers,  containing  a  his- 
tory of  the  calamitous  fire  of  Christmas,  1890,  which  destroyed  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple in  Baltimore,  together  with  the  records,  jewels,  uniforms,  etc.,  of  both  Tem- 
plar and  other  Masons.  He  goes  into  ecstacies  over  the  magnificence  of  the 
parade  to  churcb  on  Ascension  Day,  the  devotional  character  of  the  proceedings 
being  indicated  by  his  description,  a  part  of  which  we  clip  : 

"The  morning  dawned  bright  and  clear  and  the  sun  shone  forth  in  all  splen- 
dor upon  a  perfect  day.  About  three  .hundred  Sir  Knights  assembled  promptly 
in  the  old  U.  S.  Court-house,  and  at  the  appointed  hour,  headed  by  Professor 
Wright's  band,  were  formed  into  line,  and  with  bright  new  uniforms,  waving 
plumes  and  flaunting  banners  paraded  over  the  route  as  laid  down,  to  Grace  M. 
E.  Church  which  was  crowded  to  overflowing.  The  church  was  tastefully  deco- 
rated with  palms,  and  blooming  flowers,  together  with  the  handsome  Templar 
banners  and  formed  a  scene  of  rare  beauty.  The  exercises  as  selected  were  given 
and  an  address  delivered  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Richard  Harcourt,  D.  D.  Sweet 
music  was  rendered  by  the  choir  under  the  direction  of  E.*.  Sir  J.  F.  Hindes, 
and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  vast  congregation  present 

rhe  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  participated,  and 
in  my  opinion  there  is  no  time  so  appropriate  and  impressive  to  Knights  Tem- 
plar as  Ascension  Day  services,  and  I  trust  the  custom  will  ever  be  continued. 
Our  Order,  founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  a  practice  of  all  the  Christian 
virtues,  should  commend  us  to  render  some  reverence  to  Him  that  doeth  all 
things  well. 

Although  our  Commanderies  suffered  great  loss  in  the  total  destruction  of  uni- 
forms, still  the  display  was  one  they  could  well  feel  proud  of,  and  I  congratulate 
the  Sir  Knights  and  their  officers,  upon  their  general  display,  and  fine  appear- 
ance. F^spccially  deserving  of  credit,  is  Maryland  Commandery,  No.  I,  with  the 
largest  number  of  Knights,  still  much  credit  is  due  to  all  who  participated,  and 
to  these  I  tender  my  hearty  thanks.  To  those  who  could  and  would  not,  I  make 
no  comment. 

And  yet  there  are  lots  of  people  who  are  simple  enough  to  suppose  that  this 
sort  of  thing  is  pleasing  in  the  eyes  of  God ! 

Proceedings  local.  Our  old  friend  and  brother,  Gorgas,  is  the  author  of  an 
excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  most  of  the 
Templar  family  are  courteously  considered  and  digested.  Mississippi  for  1891 
among  the  rest.  Sir  Gorgas  still  adheres  to  his  old  plan  of  no  comment,  or  very 
little,  upon  what  papers  were  before  him.  We  think  he  is  wrong  but  are  nut 
disposed  to  quarel  with  him. 

This  pamphlet  is]more  than  a  year  old,  and  hence  is  somewhat  stale.  If  the 
minutes  of  the  current  year  reach  us  before  February  ist,  will,  D.  V.,  include 
them  in  this  report. 

Sir  Stephen  R.  Mason  is  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  John  H.  Miller, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas,  M.  D.,  and  P.  g.  c  ,  Correspondent. 
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MICHIGAN  — I  892. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  May  17th, 
R.'.  E,'.  Sir  Edward  C.  Smith,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Sir.W.  P.  Innes, 
Grand  Recorder.     Forty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  first  thing  in  order  was  the  formal  reception  of  our  good  friend  Sir  Hugh 
McCurdy,  who  made  his  usual  good  speecH.  From  the  Grand  Commander's 
welcoming  address  to  Bro.  Hugh,  we  clip  the  following  as  being  somewhat 
singular :  *'One  word  personally :  When  I  shall  have  completed  my  year  of 
service*  and  shall  have  returned  to  the  floor  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and 
when  you  shall  have  completed  those  higher  duties  to  which  you  are  destined, 
and  shall  also  return  to  the  floor  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  may  I  not  hope 
that  the  same  friendship  which  has  ever  characterised  our  intercourse  may  con- 
tinue to  exist  between  us,  and  that  together  we  may  wander  down  into  the  val- 
ley which  ends  in  the  beds  of  Asphodel.  Permit  me,  Right  Eminent  Sir,  to 
«scort  you  to  a  place  in  the  East  " 

We  cannot  imagine  or  understand  the  drift  of  this  "one  word  personally." 

The  address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  is  a  business  paper,  well  written  and  contains  an 
epitome  of  his  administration.  He  is  under  the  impression  that  the  Templar  of 
to-day  is  the  equal  of  the  Crusaders.  The  Lord  pity  him  if  he  is  not.  He 
granted  no  unmasonic  dispensations.  Among  those  refused  was  one  **to  join  in 
a  parade  with  military  and  civic  societies  to  attend  a  sale  of  city  lots." 

It  will  not  surprise  us  to  see  an  application  from  some  of  these  ducks  for  a 
dispensation  to  attend  a  prize  fight  in  uniform  and  act  as  escort  to  the  winning 
brute !  Here  is  a  little  high-cock-a*lorum  bosh  :  <*A  Commandery  stationed  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  requested  a  Michigan  Commandery  to  confer  the  Order  of 
Malta  upon  one  of  Its  members.  I  ruled  that  the  request  must  come  through  the 
Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Commander  of  Michigan."  Which  was  wrong  in 
principle,  fact  and  every  other  way.  The  whole  business  was  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy and  kindness  between  the  two  Subordinate  Commanderies  with  which  neither 
of  the  Grands  had  anything  whatever  to  do. 

His  official  visitations  were  quite  general,  and  doubtless  resulted  in  good.  His 
decisions,  except  as  above,  are  sound.  The  address  is  an  excellent  one,  and  his 
administration  a  credit  to  himself  and  the  State. 

We  notice  in  the  minutes  that  the  Grand  Body  refused  to  endorse  one  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Commander,  whereupon  he  gave  notice  of  appeal  to  the 
Central  Excrescence.  An  unwise  move  on  his  part,  we  think,  as  it  is,  practically, 
an  assumption  of  superiority  and  perspicacity  unwarranted  by  the  facts  of  history. 
When  a  Grand  Body  feels  disposed  to  sit  on  the  deliverances  of  their  Chief  Exec- 
utive, the  best  thing  he  can  do  is  to  let  *em  sot.  It  is  hard  to  kick  against  the 
pricks  of  a  majority  vote.  It  don't  pay !  The  Order  is  prosperous  and  in  good 
trim,  in  all  respects. 

Our  venerable  and  valued  Bro.  Innes,  is  the  author  of  a  Correspondence  report 
that  covers  all  creation  and  259  pages  of  fine  print,  in  which  the  transac- 
tions of  thirty-eight  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  their  due  share  of  courteous 
and  kindly  attention.     Sir  Innes'  reports  nearly  always  contain  an  epitome  of  all 
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matters  of  importance  in  the  pamphlets  reviewed,  and  are,  possibly,  of  more 
value,  intrinsically,  than  other  reports  which  contain  more  original  matter  and 
less  scissoring  and  synopsis.  Mississippi  for  1891  gets  four  pages  in  this  admirable- 
report.     Quoting  from  our  own  report  and  summarizing,  he  has  the  following  : 


*•  BEGS   TO    DIFFER, 


>> 


Under  Idaho,  he  quotes  what  the  author  of  the  report  of  Ohio  said  relative  ta 
his  opposition  to  raising  funds  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  organized  institu- 
tions of  charity,  and  says  that  he  does  not  concur  with  Ohio  in  this  respect.  He 
believes  there  are  some  people  who  can  only  be  made  charitable  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  and  assessments  for  charitable  purposes  mus^  be  made  in  order  to 
reach  these 

He  says  if  our  Grand  Bodies  would  devote  nearly  all  their  time  and  attention 
to  charity,  and  quit  enacting  laws  that  are  utterly  unnecessary,  the  insiitution 
would  stand  higher  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  and  certainly  in  the  favor 
of  God.  To  which  we  most  emphatically  say,  "Amen.'*  The  fact  is,  we  don't 
believe  there  is  a  Masonic  duty  so  often,  and  often,  and  often  trampled  upon,  as 
the  duty  of  charity,  and  indeed  it  becomes  more  and  more  irksome  to  do  deeds 
of  charity  through  Lodges,  and  individual  Masons,  as  time  rolls  on.  We  have 
heard  men  oppose  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Michigan 
Masonic  Home,  when  it  made  our  very  flesh  crawl,  and  we  have  wondered  why 
such  men  were  Masons  The  fact  of  it  is,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Grand  Bodies  to 
see  that  subordinate  Commanderies  do  their  duty.  Voluntarily,  if  they  will; 
and,  as  Sir  DeLap  says,  at  'the  point  of  the  bayonet  if  they  won't. 

MICHIGAN. 

Michigan  for  1890  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Sir  DeLap  says:  "An  old  and 
valued  friend.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  opened  the  performance  with  one  of  his  best 
speeches  in  response  to  an  address  ol  welcome."  "  One  of  his  best"  is  good,  for 
**  our  Hugh  "  never  delivered  any  .but  the  best  address,  and  each  succeeding  one 
seems  to  be  better  than  the  preceding. 

He  fraternally  refers  to  our  labors  as  a  writer  on  Correspondence,  for  which  we 
thank  him.  He  says  he  has  no  disposition  to  quarrel  with  us  for  killing  him 
befoie  his  time. 

Bless  you,  my  dear  Sir  Knight,  if  we  had  our  way  you  would  live  to  be  a 
hundred  years  old — and  longer  if  you  wanted  to. 

We  doubt  it  not,  Bro.  Innes.  We  expect,  however,  long  before  that  time 
shall  elapse,  to  meet  our  dear  friend  in  the  land  of  rest,  where  is  no  more 
sorrow,  suffering,  pain  and  death.  God  grant  the  fruition  of  this  desire.  We 
clip  Sir  William's  conclusion,  bodily  : 

With  Wisconsin  we  close  our  review.  In  our  travels  we  have  encountered 
many  beautiful  sentiments.  The  Knightly  expressions  all  have  carried  gladness 
to  our  heart,  and  we  have  time  and  again  thanked  the  lucky  star  that  guided  as 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  Knights  Templar. 

To  be  a  true  Knight  Templar  requires  that  life  which  tends  to  make  us  better 
men,  bettei  citizens  and  better  Freemasons.  The  lessons  taught  us  ought  to 
make  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  our  minds  and  tend  to  fit  us  for  an  abid- 
ing place  in  that  "  temple  not  made  with  hands,"  and  to  which  we  are  all  has- 
tening. 

Of  our  review  we  have  little  to  say  ;  it  is  before  our  Kn^hts  of  the  corps 
reportorial,  and  they  will,  we  feel  assured,  judgo  it  with  the  same  love  and 
Knightly  consideration  they  have  in  the  past. 

None  are  more  deeply  sensible  than  ourselt  of  the  difhculty  in  writing  tfai 
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reports.  To  avoid  saying  too  much  or  too  little  is  no  easy  task  ;  to  differ  with 
others  of  ihe  corps  reportorial  is  not  pleasant — much  better  would  it  be  if  we 
could  all  agree ;  but  as  that  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  we  must  be  content  to 
diflPer,  when  we  do,  in  a  courteous  and  fraternal  manner.  This  has  ever  been  our 
constant  aim,  and  may  we  not  hope  that  success  in  this  direction  ha.s  crowned 
our  effortsi  Should  any  of  our  Sir  Knights  feel  that  we  have  departed  from  this 
rule,  we  give  assurance  that  it  is  the  head  that  has  "gone  wrong,"  not  the  heart. 

With  pleasure  we  note  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among  the  several 
Grand  Jurisdictions.  Each  year  lessens  the  discussions  on  Templar  law ;  the 
salient  principles  appear  so  well  settled  that  all  who  **  run  can  read." 

In  a  few  short  weeks  we  hope  to  meet  many  members  of  the  corps  reportorial 
in  Denver,  clasp  the  Knightly  hand  of  one  and  all,  and  exchange  pcisonal  gieet- 
ings.  May  the  ever  watchful  providence  grant  us  an  enjoyable  time.  Connor 
will  be  there,  clothed  in  the  habiliments  of  the  regent  of  the  mutuals.  Ora- 
hood  will  be  arrayed  in  glory,  and,  as  the  host  of  the  occasion,  gladly  welcome 
one  and  all.  Gathered  there  will  be  such  grand  men  and  Masons  as  Carson,  Cas- 
well, Woodruff,  DeLap,  Isaacs,  Mayo,  and  many  others,  including  the  brave  and 
gallant  Smith.  Oh,  what  a  gathering  of  brainy  Sir  Knights !  vTruly  we  may 
say,  when  contemplating  the  great  pleasure,  **  happy  to  meet,  sorry  to  part^ 
happy  to  meet  again." 

The  writer  gives  notice  that  Michigan's  Grand  Commandery  headquarters 
while  in  Denver  will  be  at  **  Hotel  Albany,"  corner  Seventeenth  and  Stout 
streets.  He  will  be  there  (D.  V.),  and  the  latch  string  will  be  taken  out  of  the 
door — it  will  be  open,  yea  wide  open,  to  one  and  all.  Come  one,  come  all,  your 
wife,  or  any  other  fellow's  wife,  sweetheart,  etc.     Come  early  and  come  often. 

Courteously  submitted, 

William  P.  Innes,  Committee. 

We  feel  grateful  for  our  brother's  partiality  in  coupling  our  name  with  those 
giant  minds,  but  feel  how  utterly  out  of  place  we  would  be.  Compared  with 
them,  we  sink  into  utter  and  complete  insignificance.  We  are  sorry,  however, 
that  we  could  not  go  to  Denver,  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  Sir  Orahood,  and  the 
society  of  himself.  Sir  W.  P.,  and  the  many  other  noble  and  talented  men  who 
composed  that  dinner  party. 

Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand*  Recorder  and  Reporter 
unchanged. 


MINNESOTA— 1892. 

The  Twety-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  June  24th,  Sir 
Milton  Powell,  R.*.  E  •.  Grand  Commander,  presiding  ;  Sir  Thos.  Montgomery,. 
Grand  Recorder.     Nineteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  a  business  paper,  sensible  and  well  written,  but  devoid  of  inter- 
est to  outsiders.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  Two  were  for 
new  Commanderies.  He  reports  the  Order  as  being  nealthy,  prosperous  and 
peaceful.     His  visitations  were  quite  extensive,  and  no  doubt  were  beneficial. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership  2148,  a  gain  of  80. 

Grand  Recorder  and  Past  Grand  Commander  Thos.  Montgomery  is  the  author 
of  an  excellent  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of 
most  of  the  Templar  family  are  courteously  and  kindly  reviewed,  Mississippi  for 
1892  getting  more  than  her  share — seven  pages  1     He  quotes  quite  largely  fron^ 
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Sir  Bodenhamer's  address,  clips  **our  Fred's  "  law  report  in  full,  which  he  calls 
"  characteristic,"  and  has  considerable  to  say  in  opposition  to  our  remarks  to 
"  Varmount "  anent  **  Memorial  Days  "  Grand  Army  Republic,  Confederate  Vet- 
erans, and  sich.     Hear  him  : 

We  are  as  much  opposed  as  is  Sir  DeLap  to  a  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar parading  on  what  is  known  as  ''Memorial  Day*'  or  any  other  occasion  not 
strictly  Masonic,  but  we  must  demur  when  asked  to  bury  everything  connected 
with  the  late  war  out  of  sight.  True,  it  was  a  civil  war,  but  not  exactly  a  family 
quarrel.  We  are  not  among  those,  if  there  be  such,  who  desire  to  keep  up  the 
animosilies  of  the  war,  but  iid  wentotieb  can  never  be  effaced,  nor  is  the  organi- 
zation ot  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  maintained  to  foster  the  feeling  of 
sectional  animosity,  for  its  posts  are  numerous  in  the  South  as  well  as  in  the 
North,  and  are  the  centres  whence  radiate  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  devotion 
to  our  flag  and  common  country.  We  quoted,  with  pleasure,  from  the  address  of 
the  acting  Grand  Commander,  in  which  he  said,  referring  to  the  "Hill  City,'* 
the  metropolis  of  Mississippi,  "where  the  stars  and  stripes  will  forever  wave  on 
freedom's  bree'ze  and  over  the  happy  homes  of  a  homogeneous,  brave  and  con* 
tented  people,"  and  have  only  to  say  that  if  those  who  maintain  such  sentiments 
are  to  be  denominated  fools,  there  is  happily  a  glorious  company  of  such  in  this 
fair  land  of  ours.  It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  dis- 
member this  Republic,  and  that  it  failed  to  succeed  owing  to  the  loyalty  and  valor 
of  men  and  women.  North  and  South,  many  of  whom  are  now  associated  togeth- 
er in  the  societies  referred  to.  Let  the  people  of  the  South,  if  they  choose,  honor 
the  memory  of  their  heroes  of  the  late  war,  who  fought  to  divide  this  Republic, 
but  never  let  the  time  come  when  any  true  American  shall  deny  to  the  survivors 
of  the  Union  army  or  navy  the  privilege,  unrebuked,  of  garlanding  the  graves  of 
the  fallen  defenders  of  this  glorious  union  of  States  with  the  beautiful  flowers  of 
spring.  We  would  obliterate  anything  that  tends  to  keep  alive  a  sectional  feel- 
ing or  that  would  grate  o>)  the  feelings  of  our  countrymen  who,  thirty  years  ago, 
fought  against  our  flag  and  who  would  now  as  devotedly  fight  for  it,  but  we  sub- 
mit that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  organization  rises  above  section,  party 
or  politics  and  fosters  only  the  purest  and  loftiest  patriotism  and  devotion  to  fla^ 
and  country,  at  the  same  time  cherishing  as  sacred  the  memory  of  their  fallen 
comrades  who  died  that  this  nation  might  be  preserved. 

Having  read  the  above  carefully  we  do  not  find  any  particular  difference  be- 
tween Sir  Thomas  and  myself.  What  we  object  to  is  not  the  proper  honoring  of 
the  worth  and  memory  of  the  heroic  dead.  North  and  South,  (as  the  fight  was 
for  a  principle  and  not  for  the  destruction  or  salvation  of  the  Union,  except  in  so 
far  as  its  perpetuity  was  inimical  to  ttie  doctrine  of  States  Rights  as  opposed  to 
centralization  of  the  government,)  but  to  the  fact  that  where  there  is  so  much 
sentimental  devotion  to  the  memory  of  the  i/ead,  the  living,  the  loved  ones  left 
behind  are  left  to  scratch  gravel.  We  are  at  some  loss  to  imagine  where  Sir 
Thomasgets  the  idea  that  we  are  calling  the  authors  of  such  sentiments  as  those 
of  Sir  Bodenhamer  fools  ?  We  have  said,  thought  or  written  nothing  that  is 
susceptible  of  such  interpretation.  We  call  any  man,  i.  e.,  any  American  citizen, 
a  fool  who  does  not  feel  just  such  sentiments  in  his  heart.  We  call  any  man  a 
fool  who  says  in  his  heart  or  life  God  bless  the  North  and  damn  the  South,  or  vice 
versa^  and  we  shall  continue  to  do  so  right  straight  ahead.  The  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  kindred  associations.  North  and  South,  Union  and  Confederate, 
are  entirely  unnecessary  as  a  means  of  the  rememberance  of  what  ought  to  be 
remembered,  hence  our  objection  to  them.  We  do  not  and  never  have  objected 
to  Memorial  Day,  North  or  South,  but  only  to  the  stupsdity  of  Templar  parades 
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on  those  days,  and  we  shall  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  we  live,  painful  as  it  may 
be  to  some. 

We  do  not  a^ree  with  our  brother  that  **  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  an 
attempt  was  made  to  dismember  this  Republic,  etc.''  On  the  contrary,  it  should 
he  forgotten^  and,  under  the  new  order  of  things,  never  be  mentioned,  except  in 
history.  The  Prodigal  Son  would  have  had  a  gay  and  festive  time  if  the  old 
gentleman  had  been  as  unforgiving  and  vindictive  as  the  elder  brother  was,  and 
you  fellows  are  a  good  deal  like  that  same  elder  brother.  All  that  the  country 
has  seems  to  be  at  your  disposal  in  the  way  of  pensions,  and  yet  you  object  to 
your  brother  having  a  square  meal,  with  veal  as  one  of  the  courses ! 

We  won't  stop  to  discuss  the  patriotism,  per  se^  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, although  pur  views  on  that  subject  are  not  at  all  vague  or  uncertain.  One 
brother  thinks  the  organization  patriotic ;  we  that  it  is  badly  mixed  with  poli- 
tics and  a  hankering  after  pensions.  Os  course,  we,  mean  by  this  that  there  is  a 
large  element  in  its  make-up  where  patriotism  is  more  or  less  affected  by  the 
question  of  lucre.  However,  this  is  no  place  to  discuss  these  things,  and  will 
close  with  the  remark  to  our  brother  that  we  were  a  soldier  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
from  '62  to  '64,  and  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  talk  as  we  please  about  these 
things. 

We  thank  our  brother  for  his  kindly  words  and  wishes  for  us,  which  we  fully 
reciprocate.  We  have  felt  very  unwell  while  writing  this  review,  and  if  it  is  in- 
coherent and  senseless,  charge  it  up  to  that  cause. 

Sir  F.  W.  Hugo  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  R.*.  E.'.  Thos.  Montgomery, 
Orand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MISSOURI— 1892. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  April  26th.  Sir 
Noah  M.  Govan,  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  William  H.  Mayo,  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  address  covers  twelve  pages,  and  is  a  nice,  business  paper.  We  copy  as 
follows  from  the  opening : 

We  have  just  risen  from  bended  knees,  where  with  clasped  hands  and  bowed 
heads  we  have  offered  grateful  praise  for  past  blessings,  and  implored  Divine 
guidance  during  our  present  session  and  in  all  out'  future  work  as  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Savior.  At  the  threshold,  may  we  not  ask  if  our  praise  or  our 
prayer  be  sincere,  and  if  indeed  we  are  the  followers  of  the  blessed  Immanuel  ? 
It  is  sometimes  intimated  that  our  ceremonies  are  mere  form  without  spirit ; 
that  they  consist  only  of  words,  signs  and  symbols,  without  being  impressed 
upon  our  hearts  and  lives.  Are  we  the  cause  of  this  impression  ?  Have  our 
beautiful  and  impressive  ceremonies  been  to  us  simply  and  only  **  sounding  brass 
and  tinkling  cymbal  ?"  If  so,  we  lower  the  high  standard  of  our  Order,  and 
deprive  ourselves  of  the  real  blessings  that  are  within  our  reach.  As  said  by  a 
a  distinguished  Sir  Knight,  R.-.  E.-.  Hugh  McCurdy,  L).'.  G.-.  M.*.  of  the  Grand 
Encampment : 

**We  have  a  precious  heritage,  in  our  words,  signs  and  symbols,  and  we  have 
life  all  about  us,  calling  upon  us  to  practice  what  we  preach  and  to  live  in  har< 
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mony  with  our  profession.  As  the  child  looks  up  into  its  mother's  face,  waiting 
to  be  fed  with  her  life  and  love,  so  there  are  those  all  about  us,  waiting  to  be 
fed  with  that  life  and  care  which  we  profess  to  have  for  them.  They  cannot  be 
housed,  clothed  and  fed  by  our  history,  however  noble  the  roster  of  its  names ; 
nor  by  our  Ritual,  however  beautiful ;  nor  yet  by  our  words,  signs  and  symbols, 
although  most  expressive  and  rich  in  signification.  The  vital  question  which  we 
must  answer  is,  not  what  is  your  history,  your  insignia,  your  vocabulary  ;  but,  is 
there  one  of  Masonic  kin  sick,  distressed,  widowed  or  orphaned,  who  needs  the 
helping  hand,  the  word  of  sympathy,  the  bread  and  home  which  you  are  able  to 
give? 

**This  need  is  our  opportunity.  Nay,  more,  it  is  our  call,  as  Christian 
Knights,  to  keep  our  vows;  this  need  of  brother,  sister,  orphan,  reminds  us  of 
that,  which  in  our  devotion  to  form,  we  may  forget  that  our  profession  is  to  fol- 
low Him  whose  mission  was  to  feed,  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  to  give  to 
men  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  beauty  for  ashes,  and  the  garment  of  praise 
for  the  spirit  of  heaviness.  No  word  we  use,  nor  sign  and  symbol  which  we 
know,  which  may  not  Bnd  fullest  expression  in  gentle  ministrations  of  helpful- 
ness.    Opportunities  to  make  our  life  real  are  not  lacking.     Are  we  lacking?" 

To  the  first  two  queries  candor  and  truth  demands  a  negative  reply.  The  sug- 
gestions intimated,  referred  to  in  next  paragraph,We  eminently  correct,  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases.  To  the  next  two  queries  the  response  is  bound  to  be  in  the 
affirmative  and  it  is  about  time  for  a  change  in  these  particulars,  but  Regimental 
Devotions  will  be  found  a  hindrance  jather  than  a  help  to  this  end.  He  made 
seven  decisions,  which  are  sound,  as  the  law  is.  He  issued  some  dispensations 
but  does  not  say  what  for,  but  as  he  is  evidently  a  sensible  man,  we  presume  there 
was  no  buncombe  in  them. 

A  cut  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Missouri  adorns  the  minutes,  and  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  shows  assets  of  $110,971.92,  and  liabilities  of  $foo.oo!  ! 
How  does  that  strike  our  good  Bro.  Barkley  ?  In  the  expense  account  we  6nd 
an  Item  of  $526.68  for  taxes !  at  which  we  are  astonished.  Why  Missouri,  with 
all  its  wealth  and  resources,  should  tax  such  an  institution  as  this  is  more  than 
we  can  understand.  Why,  Mississippi,  in  its  poverty  and  misfortunes,  never  did 
or  will  do  so  little  and  mean  a  thing ! 

The  Law  Committee  dissented  from  the  6th  decision  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  but  we  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  right.  Total 
membership  3,630. 

Sir  W.  H,  Mayo  presented  his  fifteenth  annual  report  on  Correspondence, 
which  he  says  **is  more  condensed  and  better"  than  the  others,  which  makes  it, 
necessarily,  a  mighty  fine  paper.  The  report  covers  77  pages,  and  contains  a  vast 
amount  of  information,  but  not  as  much  original  matter  as  it  should.  His  review 
of  Mississippi,  for  1891,  is  short.  He  says,  *'We  would  like  to  know  the  full  pur- 
port of  the  following :" 

On  motion  of  Grand  Commander  Savcry,  Sir  J.  K.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 
was  created  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  Commander. 

The  full  purport,  Bro.  Mayo,  is  that  thus  it  pleased  us  to  honor  our  beloved 
Power.  He  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years.  Grand  Recorder  ;  has  declined  to 
allow  us  to  make  him  a  Grand  Commander,  and  there  was  nothing  else  to  do  but 
give  him  tLe  title  without  the  usual  service.     Have  you  any  objections  ? 

We  would  like,  much,  to  clip  Sir  M's  statistical  tables,  but  we  will  have  to  be 
content  with  those  transferred  from  Maine. 
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.    R.-.  E.-.  Sir  David  W.  Wallace  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand   Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  W.  H.  Mayo,  as  before. 


MONTANA— 1892. 


The  Fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Deer  Lodge,  Septcml^r  20;  R.-. 
E.'.  Carl  T.  Peterson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand 
Recorder.     Eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  covers  less  than  three  pages,  and  is  entirely 
devoid  of  general  interest.  Much  space  in  the  address,  the  minutes  and  the 
Correspondence,  is  devoted  to  the  Triennial  at  Denver,  and  preparations  for  and 
Anticipations  of  that  to  be  held  in  Boston  in  1895.  We  note  that  the  committee 
had  to  give  a  note  at  four  months  for  part  of  the  price  of  special  train  to  convey 
them  to  Denver.  They  did  this  in  the  expectation  that  Templars  who  had 
Agreed  to  go,  and  for  whom  accommodations  had  been  provided,  failed  to  put 
in  an  appearance  at  the  last  monient,  would  pay  up  the  same  as  though  of  the 
party.  That  is  in  the  direct  line  of  their  duty  and  moral  obligation,  but  will 
they  do  it  ?    We  shall  see. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  good  shape  in  all  respects.  A  portrait  of  Grand 
Commander  Peterson  adorns  the  first  page  of  the  pamphlet. 

Our  good  Bro.  Hedges  is  the  author  of  a  very  enjoyable  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, in  which  he  looks  over  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  world,  and 
-drops  in  an  occasional  paragraph  in  defense  of  his  scheme  to  drive  the  Moslem 
out  of  Palestine  and  into  the  clutches  of  the  Russian  Bear,  which  would  make 
short  work  of  the  turbaned  followers  of  the  False  Prophet !  And  yet  our  brother 
says  he  is  not  blood-thirsty !  We  are  free  to  admit  that  the  continued 
possession  of  the  Holy  Land  by  the  Turks  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Christian  powers 
of  the  world,  but  for  which  the  grasping  greed  of  Protestant  England  is  largely 
responsible.  If  we  had  our  wish,  the  Russian  Bear  would  be  unchained,  the 
Turk  driven  out  of  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land,  England  out  of  Canada  and 
India,  and  the  map  of  the  world  entirely  reconstructed.  These  changes  are  all 
in  the  womb  of  the  future,  but  the  date  of  birth  is  known  alone  to  God.  If 
Bro.  Hedges  can  raise  a  force  sufHcient  for  these  things,  he  can  count  us  in — as 
Commander  in  Chief  or  Quartermaster. 

There  are  lots  of  good  things  in  Bro.  Cornelit^s'  report  that  we  would  like  to 
clip,  but  wili  have  to  be  content  with  the  following  from  his  review  of  Missis, 
sippi  for  *92 : 

The  Sir  Knight  who  wanted  to  drop  the  Lodge  and  stay  with  the  Commandery 
received  some  salutary  and  unambiguous  advice  from  this  Committee.  The  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi,  though  thirty-two  years  of  age,  has  no  more  Subor- 
dinates than  Montana,  and  a  .smaller  membership,  with  less  revenue  and  money 
in  the  treasury.  Sir  Hayes  is  arranging  to  go  to  Denver,  and  has  chartered  a 
Pullman  car. 

Grand  Secretary  Power  is  is  also  Grand  Recorder,  and  receives  the  commenda- 
tion of  being  the  **  Knightliest  of  all  Grand  Recorders,  with  a  large  heart  over- 
flowing with  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  and  a  head  filled  with  Masonic  lore," 
which  our  information  on  the  subject  leads  us  to  accept  as  a  **  true  bill." 
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Past  Grand  Commander  Sir  £.  Geo.  DeLap  spreads  a  savory  and  spicy  banqnet 
at  the  Correspondence  table,  of  which  we  have  partaken  bountifnlly  with  huge 
delight.  His  rollicking,  dashing  style  would  not  indicate  a  valitudinarian,  and 
we  are^surprised  and  grieved  to  learn  that  he  is '*  enjoying  *' poor  health.  At 
least  he  does  not  intend  that  his  blade  shall  consume  with  rust,  and  he  has 
found  an  *'  old  Saracen "  among  the  reviewers,  at  whom  he  makes  a  savage 
lunge  occasionally,  but  the  point  is  tipped  with  charity,  and  when  Enoch  gets 
to  Denver,  and  the  **  mutuals "  are  gathered  about  Sir  Orahood's  hospitable 
board,  we  expect  to  see  these  loyal  f raters  partaking  of  libations  from  the  "  lov- 
ing  cup,"  and  we  have  high  hopes  of  enlisting  both  in  our  crusade  against  the 
**  beastly  Turk,"  whom  we  hope  to  see  kicked  out  of  Palestine.  No,  Sir  George, 
we  disclaim  the  idea  and  properly  resent  the  soft  impeachment  -that  we  are 
«  bloodthirsty,"  but  we  thoroughly  detest  the  barbarous  Turk  and  hb  barbarous 
tongue,  and  confess  an  impatient  desire  to  see  him  bundled  out  of  Europe,  Asia 
Minor  and  Palestine,  and  sent  pell-mell,  harem-scarem,  into  Asia  Major  and  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  the  rough-handed  Czar.  It  is  a  shame  to  Christendom  that 
the  hallowed  soil  of  Palestine  should  be  blighted  and  encumbered  by  the  sway 
of  the  degenerate  descendants  of  the  false  prophet.  If  we  have  nothing  but 
bandbox  Knights,  fit  for  nothing  better  than  dress  parade  devotions,  we  shall 
expect  to  see  our  proposition  scouted,  but  not  by  worthy  successors  of  Coeur  de 
Leon,  Baldwyn,  Bayard  and  De  Molay. 

We  doif  our  chapeau  both  for  ourself  and  Bro.  Power.  To  show  you  just  how 
delighted  our  brother  w&s  with  the  Triennial  blow-out,  and  how  he  looks  upon 
that  as  an  inspiration  to  the  writing  of  his  really  excellent  report,  we  copy  his 
conclusion  : 

Dear  Fratbrs — We  fear  you  will  conclude  by  this  time,  that  though  we  be- 
gan reporting  in  a  modest  way  as  the  Committee  desired,  we  have  lost  much  of 
that  modesty  since.  The  point  of  order  is  well  taken  and  we  subside.  As  we 
anticipated,  after  attending  Triennial,  we  found  out  how  Templars  outside  of 
Montana  looked  and  behaved.  They  are  a  splendid  lot  of  fellows  and  sometime 
will  be  heard  from.  Just  now  they  seem  chiefly  occupied  with  ritual  aud  uni- 
form, but  this  playing  with  toys  will  not  satisfy  them  always.  We  found  plenty 
to  say  by  waiting  till  after  Grand  Commandery  met  before  attempting  to  write 
this  report,  but  we  lost  annother  advantage  quite  as  essential,  leisure  and  quiet. 
A  crowd  of  other  duties  and  a  perfect  storm  of  interruptions  have  beset  us  from 
first  to  last,  and  dissipated  much  of  the  pleasure  anticipated.  We  can  only  say 
that  we  have  done  the  best  we  could  under  the  circumstances  and  throw  ourselves 
without  further  ceremony  upon  the  charity  of  our  readers  at  home  and  abroad 
which  we  hope  will  not  give  way  under  the  heavy  load  laid  upon  it. 

Cornelius  Hedges. 

R.'.  E.*.  E.  D.  Aiken,  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


NEBRASKA— 1892. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  was  held  in  Grand  Island,  April  26th,  Sir  Edgar  C, 
Salisbury,  Deputy  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder. 
Twenty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

A  telegram  from  Grand  Commander  L.  H.  Korty  announced  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  daughter  and  his  consequent  inability  to  be  present,  to  which  sympa-^ 
thetic  and  prayerful  reply  was  made. 
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The  address  is  a  business  paper  of  some  length,  is  well  written  and  shows  its 
author  to  have  been  a  faithful  and  zealous  officer.  Hb  decisions  and  dispensa- 
tions were  all  correct.     The  Order  is  in  good  trim.     Proceedings  local. 

The  *'Report  of  Committee  on  Proceedings  of  Fellow  Grand  Commanderies" 
is  the  production  of  a  trio  of  *' giant  ^minds,"  as  follows:  Alabama  to  Ken- 
tucky, Sir  Chas.  J.,'Philips;  from  Louisiana  to  North  Carolina,  Sir  Frank  E.  Bal- 
lard, and  from  Dakota  to  the  close,  by  the  Rev.  Sir  Wm.  T.  Whitmarsh. 
We  are  not  partial  to  this  sort  of  thing,  for  the  reason  we  gave  before,  that  it  is 
easier  to  break  one  head  than  three,  and  it  is  seldom  they  do  not  all  need  it. 
The  report  covers  but  71  pages,  while  that  of  Bo.  Enoch,  of  Ohio,  Wm.  P.  of 
Michigan,  et  al.,  covers  several  hundred  pages  each,  and  are  the  work  cf  but  one 
mind  for  each  Jurisdiction,  and  it  occurs  to  us  that  a  little  extra  exertion  on  the 
part  of  any  one  of  the  three-barreled  committee  would  have  produeed  the  report 
before  us.     However,  every  one  to  his  own  taste. 

Mississippi  for  1891  is  pleasantly  digested  by  Sir  BuUard.  He  styles  this  Com- 
mittee or  its  pen  ^'cranky,*'  but  is  kind  enough  to  own  that  there  is  an  element  of 
crankiness  in  all.  Thanks,  awfully;  we  never  did  like  to  be  conspicuous.  He 
says  we  quote  all  the  jfiieasan/,  (italics  his'n)  things  said  of  him,  etc.  If  Bro.  B. 
means  unp/easant  y/htn  he  writts  pleasant  he  tells  the  truth;  if  not,  he  is  a  second 
Annanias!  He  objects  to  our  rem  irks  anent  Montana,  and  the  suggestion  that 
some  people  necessarily  take  on  a  cargo  of  tanglefoot  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
discharge  one  of  literature,  and  says : 

**  If  there  is  not  an  unjust  and  unchristian  inference  in  the  above,  the  English 
language  has  lost  its  meaning." 

There  is  no  injustiee,  hence  nothing  unchristian  in  the  proposition.    We  have 
attended  one  Triennial  and  that  satisfied  us  that  nothing  too  condemnatory  of  its » 
influence  and  general  worthlessness  could  be  uttered  or  written.     Truth  always 
cuts  the  closest.     Asa  whole  the  report  of  our  good  brethren  is  a  good  one. 

Sir  Edward  C.  Salisbury  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
as  before. 


NEW   YORK— 1892. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Oswego,  September  13th 
and  14th,  R.\  E.*.  Sir  George  F.  Loder,  Grand  Commander  presiding;  SirRobt. 
Macoy,  Grand  Recorder.  Fifty,  out  of  sixty  Subordinate  Commanderies,  were 
represented.  A  short  and  sensible  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Mayor 
Alien,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  R.*.  E.*.  in  a  similar  strain. 

The  Grand  Body  was  then  opened,  after  which  another  welcoming  speech  was 
made  by  E.  C.  Tread  well,  of  the  local  Commandery,  to  which  the  R.-.  E.-.  also 
replied.  The  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  his  annual,  making  a  total  of 
three  speeches  in  half  a  day,  which |  is  too  much  of  a  strain.  The  last  covers 
thirteen  pages,  and  is  a  well  digested,  well  written  business  paper.  He  issued 
eighty-five  dispensations — eight  of  them  for  Commanderies  to  appear  in  public 
— but,  we  doubt  not,  all  for  sensible  and  legitimate  purposes,  barring  those  for 
armed  piety.     His  decisions  are  sound. 
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We  commend  the  following  to  the  notice  of  some  of  our  alleged  Templara 
who  swear  like  pirates,  and  are  as  much  out  of  place  in  the  Templar  Order  as  the 
de.vH  would  be  in  heaven  : 

And,  Sir  Knights,  let  me  admonish  you,  above  all  things,  to  abstain  from  intem- 
perance and  profanity.  They  surely  bring  reproach  upon  the  Order  and  debase 
the  character  of  its  members.  Profanity  is  the  handmaid  of  intemperance,  and  is 
followed  by  other  sins  of  a  gross  nature.  Can  there  be  anything  more  revolting 
than  to  witness  a  Sir  Knight,  wearing  the  holy  cross  upon  his  breast,  debasing 
himself  and  violating  every  principle  of  the  Order  which  he  has  been  taught  to 
observe,  love,  and  cherish  ?    Guard  well  the  entrance  to  your  asylums. 

None  nut  gentlemen  should  be  admitted  into  the  Order,  and  no  gentleman  is 
habitually  profane. 

Pi oceedings  local.     Order  becoming  as  becomes  the  Empire  State. 

The  Conespondence  report  is  the  work  of  our  old  friend,  Sir  Jesse  B.  Anthony* 
and  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Templar  literature'of  our  day.  Nearly  all  the 
Grand  Templar  Bodies  (39)  receive  courteous  attention  as  their  transactions 
merit,  Mississippi,  for  1892,  coming  in  for  her  full  share — three  pages  being 
devoted  to  consideration  of  our  pamphlet.  He  quotes  Sir  Fred's  dig  at  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  the  Law  Report  entire.  On  the  answer  to  question 
5,  he  has  this  to  say  :  **Under  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction  all  restrictions  upon 
jurisdiction  over  candidates  in  the  State  are  abolished.  This  is  permissible  under 
Grand  Encampment  law,  but  would  seem  to  us  not  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Commanderies.  Of  this,  however,  our  fraters  are  the  best  judges."  Bro.  A. 
quotes  one  of  our  squibs,  and  pleasantly  remarks,  **Lucky  for  humanity  we  are  not 
all  built  alike,  and  while  we  may  not  all  coincide  wtth  our  frater  in  all  his  opinions 
— nor  is  it  essential  that  we  should^-we  have,  nevertheless,  enjoyed  his  reports 
.as  a  whole,  and  trust  he  may  long  continue  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  We 
can  assure  him  that  the  dispensations  were  regular  in  all  respects.  None  were 
for  Decoration  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  or  such." 

Thanks  for  the  kind  words.  They  are  appreciated.  The  statistical  part  of  Bro. 
A's  report,  besides  showing  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  compiler,  is  a  Templar 
Encyclopedia  in  itself.  His  tables  and  memoranda  cover  ten  pages  and  we  are 
strongly  tempted  to  clip  the  whole,  and  would  certainly  do  so  were  we  not  so 
poor. 

This  reporter  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  the  Representative  of  New 
York,  and  he  feels  a  pardonable  pride  in  the  glory  and  greatness  of  his  con* 
stituent,  as  wtll  as  the  grand  men  who  have  its  government  and  polity  in  hand. 
There  is  nothing  little  about  New  York  nor  its  Mississippi  representative,  except 
the  income  of  the  latter!  May  the  benediction  of  the  Master  rest  upon  both 
always. 

Sir  Edward  L.  Gaul  is  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Robert  Macoy,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Sir  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  Correspondent.  Splendid  pictures  of  Grand 
Commander  Geo.  F.  Loder,  and  Grand  Recorder  Rob.  Macoy,  adorn  the  first 
pages  of  the  pamphlet. 


NEW    JERSEY— 1892. 
The  Thirty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  May  loth.     R.\ 
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£.*.  Sir  Jos.  £.  Fulper,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder. 
Fifteen  out  of  sixteen  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented ;  also  twenty-nine 
Orand  Commanderies 

The  '*  intelligent  compositor,"  **  proof-reader/'  or  some  nne  else,  got  in  his 
usual  work,  as  the  following  from  the  address  of  Grand  Commander  will  prove : 

Lifeless  nature,  clothed  with  new  glory,  springs  into  new  life,  typical  of  the 
Tevivifying  influences  of  the  Son  of  Righteousness,  which  will  dwell  in  our 
hearts  if  we  will  let  His  love  quicken  us  into  that  newer,  higher  life,  which  we 
shall  hope  to  attain  when  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality. 

We  have  had  some  fine  literary  passages  knocked  into  trash  through  the  dis< 
interested  kindness  of  these  gentry,  and  they  have  a  warm  place — ^somewhere. 

The  address  is  very  short,  and,  while  well  written,  contains  nothing  of  general 
interest.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate  purposes,  and  his  administra- 
tion a  credit  to  himself  and  the  State. 

The  Order  is  in  good  trim  and  peace  prevails.  Finances  sound.  Proceedings 
local.  Portraits  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  Grear  and  Fulper  adorn  the  pam- 
phlet. 

Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder,  submitted  the  Correspondence  Report, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  his  usual  cour- 
teous style.  Mississippi  is  absent ;  why,  we  do  not  know  ;  doubtless  from  no 
fault  of  Sir  Charles. 

Sir  Charles  is  chary  of  comments  and  ignores  the  wise  deliverances  of  the 
**  Mutuals  "  as  not  amounting  to  much.  Perhaps  he  is  correct  in  many^  instances, 
but  the  large  preponderance  of  fact  is  against  his  theory  and  practice.  '*  Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  the  world  that  men  may  take  knowledge  of  you  and 
.glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven." 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  F.  Muchmore  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


NORTH     CAROLINA— 1892. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  was  held  in  Winston,  June  loth.  R.-.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  W. 
Allen,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Horace  C.  Munson,  Grand  Recorder.  Eight  o^ 
the  nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  a  short  resume  of  his  administration  and  is  mostly  local  in  its 
references.  Kindly  and  fraternal  mention  is  made  of  the  magnanimous  dead  of 
his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  Referring  to  the  decease  of  Grand  Comman- 
der Leigh,  he  says :  "  The  Grand  Commandery  of  North  Carolina  sympathizes 
deeply  and  sincerely  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  in  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  death  .of  its  executive  officer,  and  we  feel  assured  that  with  Acting 
Grand  Commander  Bodenhamer  at  the  helm,  the  battles  of  Templarism  will  be 
fought  with  a  vigor  and  courage  that  will  guarantee  victory." 

He  issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  legitimate  purposes  ex- 
cept one,  and  that  was  for  a  little  Armed  Devotion  on  ''Ascension  Day."  He 
closes  by  recommending  the  adoption  of  "Ascension  Day"  as  the  Templar  Day, 


74  REPORT   ON  FRATERNAL  0ORRB8PONDBNOK.  1899 

and  that  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  be  allowed  to  indulge  in  Uniformed 
Piety  on  that  day  without  being  required  to  first  procure  authority  to  do  so.  The 
recommendation  was  made  the  order  of  the  Grand  Body. 

Proceedings  local.     Total  membership  269,  a  gain  of  35. 

Our  old  friend,  Bro.  Blount,  is  the  author  of  the  following  and  of  a  pleasant 
review  of  the  pamphlets  named  by  him,  at  the  close  of  which  we  find  this  : 

**  Note — We  regret  being  obliged  to  add  that  the  report  upon  the  proceed' 
ings  of  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  California,  Colorado,  Canada  and 
Georgia  got  lost  in  transportation. — Recordbr.*' 

VALE. 

To  tht  B,',  £,\  Grand  Comfnandery  Knighis  Templar  of  North  Carolma  : 

The  undersigned.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  begs  to 
submit  that  by  reason  of  many  hindrances  to  the  proper  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  position,  he  forwarded  to  his  confrere.  Rev.  Sir  Alfred  A.  Stubbs, 
R/.  £.*.  Past  Grand  Commander,  all  of  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Com- 
manderies, except  those  of  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Wisconsin.  These  this 
Correspondent  has  made  some  notes  upon,  for  the  reason  that  coming  in  later 
than  the  others,  it  was  thought  perhaps  a  division  of  labor  might  be  agreeable, 
but  chiefly  because  in  some  of  these  there  were  references  to  this  Correspond- 
ent's last  report  which  he  deemed  proper  to  refer  to.  Having  made  the  amende, 
wherein  grievance  was  attributed  or  hinted  at,  he  takes  leave  of  the  position  and 
asks  that  some  other  be  made  chairman.  Sir  Stubbs,  a  most  suitable  frater,  fitted 
by  education  and  social  qualifications,  with  avocation  eminently  fitting  the  position, 
is  most  enthusiastically  nominated  to  hold  the  position  until  the  time  of  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  is  so  changed  as  to  allow  this  Correspondent  to  be 
present  to  read  his  reports,  when  he  may  be  induced  to  allow  his  name  run  for  a 
third  term,  unless  something  better  can  be  offered  him.  So  now  a  moat  courte- 
ous adieu  is  waved  to  the  fraters.  If  anything  has  been  said  at  variance  with 
the  sentiments  of  others,  let  it  not  be  set  down  in  malice,  nor  viewed  with  a 
critic's  eye,  but  as  as  the  conscientious  conviction  of  a  weak  brother,  debarred 
many  of  the  privileges  of  |he  Order,  in  that  he  he  lives  in  a  Jurisdiction  of  lim- 
ited means  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  higher  social  and  polite  amenities  belong- 
ing to  the  Order.  In  laying  down  the  pen  of  Correspondent,  we  feel  it  in  our 
heart  to  say  we  are  still  further  debarring  ourselves  delights  we  fain  would 
retain.  The  perusal  of  reviews,  looking  into  the  workings  of  sister  Jurisdic- 
tions, many  more  highly  favored  than  our  own,  looking  upon  the  pictured  faces 
of  our  fraters  as  photographed  in  imperishable  liming  in  their  words  and  deeds, 
is  pleasure  indeed,  from  which  incalculable  benefit  is  derived,  and  pure  delight 
afforded,  but  they  must  be  given  up,  and  so  good-bye  again.  **  May  brotherly 
love  prevail,  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue  cement  us." 

George  W.  Blount. 

We  suggest  that  North  Carolina  make  Bro.  Blount  Grand  Commander,  and 
after  that,  Correspondent  during  life.  He  is  a  good  one,  and  his  work  is  equal 
to  the  best  that  comes  up  from  the  *'  Southgate." 

R.-.  E\'.  Sir  Jas.  Southgate  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


NORTH    DAKOTA— 1892. 

Third  Annual  was  held  in  Grand  Forks,  June  30,  David  M.  Holmes  R.«.  E.-. 
Grand  Commander ;  Wm.  T.  Perkins,  Grand  Recorder ;  four  Subordinate  Com- 
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manderies  represented.  The  address  is  very  short  and  contains  nothing  of  gen' 
eral  interest.  His  dispensations  were  proper.  No  decisions.  Appropriate 
mention  is  made  of  the  magnanimous  dead  of  his  own  and  other  Jurisdictions. 
The  Order  very  prosperous.  Past  Grand  Marshal  and  Past  Provincial  Prior,  Wm. 
Bell,  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  was  received  and  accorded  a  seat  of  honor. 

Proceedings  local ;  membership  229 ;  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Robt.  E.  Wallace  is  Grand  Commander;  Frank  J.  Thompson, 
Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  Correspondence. 


OHIO— 1892. 


A  ponderous  tome  of  over  three  hundred  pages  contains  the  transactions  of  the 
Seihi-Centennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  1892,  which  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Columbus,  September  6.  There  were  present,  R.*.  £.*.  Sir  Hunting- 
tington  Brown,  Grand  Commander  ;  £.*.  Sir  John  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder ; 
the  entire  staff,  except  the  Grand  Prelate  ;  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  nine- 
teen Grand  Representatives,  not  including  ours,  a  host  of  Past  Commanders,  and 
the  Representatives  of  fifty-one  Subordinate  Com  manderies. 

The  address  of  Graod  Commander  is  a  business  paper,  in  Jwhich  we  find  an 
epitome  of  his  administration.  He  says  :  "The  year  just  passed  has  been  one 
of  peace  and  harmony,  there  being  no  dissensions  or  discords  of  any  kind  to  mar 
or  prevent  the  the  prosperity  of  Templarism."  We  infer  from  this  that  our  good 
brother  Carson  has  succeeded  in  squelching  the  *'Cemeau"  side-show.  Being 
well  posted  on  the  pedigree  of  the  bastard.  Sir  Enoch  is  well  equipped  for  a  war 
of  extermination  against  it ;  and  we  congratulate  both  him  and  Ohio  on  the  suc- 
cess of  the  campaign.  When  we  buried  the  carpet-bag-comfield  nigger  Consti- 
tution of  1868  in  this  city,  the  following  two  lines,  with  some  others,  were  sung  : 

'*  With  rapture  we  delight  to  see 
The  cuss  removed," 

and  as  they  express  our  emotions  in  the  present  cate  we  quote  them.  The  ses- 
sion of  Grand  Encampment  in  August  so  distracted  the  attention  of  the  ''Buck- 
eyes'' that  they  neglected  to  celebrate  their  Semi-Centennial.     Wrong ! 

Eloquent  and  appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  Grand 
Prelate,  Rev.  La  Fayette  Van  Cieve,  who  died  early  in  the  year,  and  was  buried 
by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

To  the  question,  '*can  a  R.  A.  Mason  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  wholesale 
liquor  business  be  created  a  Knight  Templar  ?"  he  replied  that  neither  the  law  of 
Grand  Encampment  or  Ohio  prohibited  it,  simply  requiring  the  candidate  to  be  of 
good  moral  character.  In  view  of  the  requirement  we  think  the  answer  should 
have  been,  No  !  in  all  the  dead  and  live  languages.  Morality  and  whisky-selling 
have  nothing  in  common ;  don't  reside  in  the  same  house  or  under  the  same  hat. 

A  candidate  is  balloted  for  and  rejected  when  it  is  ascertained  that  the  fees  for 
the  Orders  were  not  on  deposit  when  ballot  was  had,  whereupon  at  next  regular 
Conclave  the  action  had  was  expunged  from  the  record,  the  candidate  elected  and 
the  Red  Cross  conferred  upon  him  !    Some  one,  presumably,  the  caster  of  the  black- 
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ball  in  the  first  place,  kicked,  and  the  Grand  Commander  was  called  on  to  de- 
cide the  muddle,  objection  being  made  to  advancement  of  the  Red  Cross  Knight. 
The  R.\  E.\  tried  his  best  to  settle  the  thing,  but  6nally  concluded  that  the  sur- 
eptitiously  made  Knight  should  hold  his  breath  until  the  stated  Conclave  of  his 
Commandery  in  November,  1892.  What  they  are  going  to  do  with  him  then 
is  not  stated — probably  hang  him.  There  is  another  decision  that  don't  exactly 
suit  us,  but  it  is  too  long  to  quote.  His  dispensations  are  all  O.  K.  except  one 
for  Uniformed  Piety.  The  address  as  a  whole,  is  a  good  one  and  a  credit  to  its 
author,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet.  All  the  staflfmake  reports  of  the  re- 
sults of  their  inspection,  which  seems  to  have  been  thorough.  Proceedings  lo- 
cal.    Finances  healthy.     Total  membership  7,134,  a  gain  of  420. 

The  Correspondence,  covering  211  pages,  is  the  seventeenth  annual  of  our  old 
friend  Enoch,  and  like  its  predecessors  from  the  same  distinguished  source,  is  a 
masterly  production.  Thirty-three  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  consid- 
ered and  commented  upon  in  our  author's  usual  plain  and  vigorous  style.  Mis- 
sissippi, for  1892,  among  the  number.  It  is  pleasant  for  us  to  say  that  the  war 
between  the  Carson  and  DeLap  sections  is  over  and  will  never  be  resumed  hy 
act,  design  or  procurement  on  our  part,  nor  in  consequence  of  any  fraud  or  evil 
practice  done  by  us. 

Sir  Enoch's  review  of  this  committee  is  peaceful,  and,  we  believe,  fraternaL  He 
has  evidently  felt  much  more  hostility  to  us  than  we  had  ever  supposed  possible. 
That  he  took  offence  when  none  was  intended,  is  to  be  regretted,  but  the  reflec- 
tion that  he  does  not,  or  did  not  know  just  how  little  of  malice  there  has  been 
in  what  we  have  said  or  written  accounts  for  his  animosity  to  us.  We  copy  his 
review  of  our  report  and  that  of  Fred's  on  Law  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  of  which  Sir  Frederic  Speed  was  chairman, 
made  a  report.  The  question  was  as  to  whether  the  Grand  Commandery  could 
grant  a  dispenation  for  a  new  Commandery  without  the  petitioners  having  the 
unanimous  consent  and  recommendation  of  the  nearest  Commandery  or  the  one 
whose  jurisdiction  would  be  affected  by  the  formation  of  the  new  Commandery. 
The  committee  took  occasion  to  rattle  the  bones  of  the  Grand  Encampment  over 
the  stones  for  some  of  its  curious  decisions,  especially  that  one  relating  to  the 
appeal  of  Muncie  Commandery  against  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana,  and  the 
appeal  of  Lansing  Commandery  against  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan. 
Bro.  Speed  is  unmerciful  in  treating  this  decision.  We  agree  with  much  that  he 
says  on  this  subject.  The  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1886  was  almost 
equal  to  that  wonderful  discovery  made  by  that  Grand  Body  at  the  Triennial  in 
Washington  City  in  1889,  that  the  original  manuscript  record  of  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  in  1816  was  erroneous.  The  decisions  in  the  cases  referred 
to  and  that  wonderful  discovery  are  of  the  same  piece  of  cloth. 

While  the  Order  in  Mississippi  is  not  in  that  flourishing  condition  that  we 
would  Ike  to  have  it,  yet  the  present  report  indicates  a  marked  improvement.  So 
mote  it  be. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  filling 
fifty-two  pages.  The  reviewer  manages  to  get  more  force  and  more  originality 
into  his  limited  space  than  some  of  us  are  able  to  do  in  our  two  or  three  hundred 
pages. 

Ohio  for  1891  has  notice  in  a  page  and  a  half.  We  find  many  things  through- 
out this  report  that  are  very  original.  It  has  a  kind  of  Sam  Jones  ring  about  it. 
From  the  enthusiastic  hubbub  which  they  had  at  a  camp-meeting  held  in  Urbana 
in  this  State  a  few  days  ago,  at  which  Sam  Jones  seems  to  have  been  the  star 


J 


1898         RIPOBT  ON  FRATERNAL  00RRS8PONDEN0E.  77 

performer,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that]that  style  of  rhetoric  pleases  a  good  many 
people. 

Sir  DeLap  in  his  report  says  a  good  many  ugly  things  about  us,  but  inasmuch 
as  since  the  publication  of  his  report  he  has  written  us  a  very  kind,  fraternal  and 
what  we  regard  and  accept  as  apologetic  letter  for  the  rough  epithets  he 
applies  to  us  in  his  report,  we  drop  the  subject,  and  so  have  no  controversy  with 
him,  with  this  simple  remark  that  it  is  and  has  been  evident  to  us  that  our  Mis- 
sissippi brother  has  formed  a  very  erroneous  idea  as  to  what  we  really  are.  We 
fear  that  he  has  formed  his  ideas  of  our  character  as  a  Mason  and  Knight  Templar 
from  reading  such  publications  as  the  Masonic  (?)  Review^  of  Cincinnati,  and 
similar  anti-Masonic  publications. 

Some  people  would  like  to  be  thought  to  resemble  Sam  Jones  (we  know  an 
alleged  preacher  that  tried  to  imitate  him,  but  failed)  and  we  confess  that  we  would 
not]object  to  beingjas  smart  intellectually,  as  is  Sam,  but  although  we  are  Methodist 
all  over  and  have  no  sort  of  use  for  a  religion  that  don't  fill  a  man's  heart,  change 
his  nature  and  make  him  happy  in  the  love'  and  favor  of  God,  we  can't  abide 
slang  and  billingsgate  in  God's  house  or  in  the  pulpit.  The  Master  set  no  example 
of  any  such  thing,  and  He  is  the  only  safe  guide.  A  very  kind  letter  from  our 
brother,  a  few  days  ago,  in  answer  to  ours,  to  which  he  refers  above,  did  us  much 
good  and  we  trust  that  no  cloud  may  ever  again  intravene  to  hide  the  sun  of  our 
fraternal  regards  for  each  other. 

The  report  includes,  also,  two  very  able  and  interesting  historical  sketches,  the 
one  of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry  and  the  other  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  but  as  we  know  no  more  about  these  things  than  a  Uniformed 
Pietist  does  about  the  regenerating  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  have  requested 
the  redoubtable  Fred  to  review  this  part  of  Bro.  Carson's  excellent  report,  being 
assured  if  these  two  giant  minds  can't  agree,  there  will  be  no  element  of  ill- 
feeling  in  the  discussion.  As  Fred  is  more  interested  in  G.  E.  and  the  Denver 
Ritual  than  we  are,  and  understands  the  subject  better  than  we  do,  he  can  look 
into  Bro.  Enoch's  remarks  anent  that  matter  also. 

There  are  many  things  in  Bro.  C's  report  that  we  would  like  to  clip,  but  space 
forbids. 

Sir  Martin  J.  Houck  is  R.\  £.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspc'ndence  as  before. 


The  paper  referred  to  by  Sir  DeLap,  and  which  he  requests  me  to  review,  is  a 
very  valuable  contribution  to  current  Masonic  literature,  being  '*A  History  of 
the  Organization  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United 
States."  The  formation  of  this  body,  which  arrogates  the  supreme  and  unlim- 
ited control  of  the  Templar  Order,  even  in  the  relations  existing  between  the 
Grand  Commanderies  and  their  Subordinates,  seems  to  have  been  the  work  of 
four  men,  self-constitutJd  and  representing  absolutely  nothing  but  themselves. 
They  wrote  out  a  **  record "  which  this  writer,  in  treating  the  subject 
in  Stillson's  History  of  Freemasonry  and  Concordant  Orders,  characterized  as 
*<an  effort  of  the  imagination,"  regarding  which  characterization,  Sir  Carson 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  writer  was  "sleep-walking"  when  he  made  the 
statement,  and  this,  too,  after  he  had  demonstrated  beyond  the  possibility  of 
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cavil  in  his  paper,  that  the  meeting  of.  Webb,  Snow  and  Lowndes,  in  New 
York,  was  "  a  convention  "  at  which  one  of  ihem  might  have  appropriately  said 
the  old  colored  man's  grace  :  **  God  bless  me  and  my  wife,  my  son  John  and 
his  wife,  us  four  and  no  more."  That  the  quartette  made  a  **  record  "  is  anques- 
tionably  true,  for  Sir  Carson  has  a  copy  of  the  small  quarto  manuscript  original 
in  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Encampment.     The  record  they  made  is  as  follows : 

FORMATION 

OF   THE 

GENERAL  GRAND    ENCAMPMENT   OF  KNIGHTS  TEMLAR 

OF   THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

At  a  convention  holden  at  Mason's  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  Vork,  on  the  20th 
and  2 1st  of  June,  A.  D.,  1816,  consisting  of  Delegates  or  Knights  Companions 
from  eight  Councils  and  Encampments  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders,  viz : 

Boston  Encampment. Boston. 

St.  John's  Encampment Providence. 

Ancient  Encampment New  York. 

Temple  Encampment Albany, 

Montgomery  Encampment .Stillwater. 

St.  Paul's  Encampment Newburyport. 

Newport  Encampment Newport. 

Darius'  Council Portland. 

The  following  Constitution  was  formed,  adopted  and  ratified  : 

[The  Constitution  then  formed  was  substantially  the  same  as  the  one  ander 
which  the  General  Grand  Encampment  acted  up  to  1844.  See  proceedings  of 
sixth  meeting  in  1835,  page  47  of  the  New  Orleans  edition,  for  printed  copy,  also 
the  Washington  reprint.] 

The  General  Grand  Encampment  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  oncers,  and 
the  following  officers  were  elected,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  third  Thursday 
in  September,  A.  D.  1819  : 

M.*.  E.".  and  Hon.  DeWitt  Clinton,  of  New  York G.  G.  Master. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Esq.,  of  Boston Dep'y  G.  G.  Master. 

Henry  Foule,  Esq.,  of  Boston G.  G.  Generalissimo. 

Ezra  Ames,  Esq.,  of  Albany G.  G.  Capt-General. 

Rev.  Paul  Dean,  of  Boston G.  G.  Prelate. 

Martin  Hoffman, -Esq.,  of  New  York G.  G.  Sen.  Warden. 

John  Carlisle,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I G.  G.  Jun.  Warden. 

Peter  Grinnell,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I G.  G.  Treasurer. 

John  J.  Loring,  Esq.,  of  Boston G.  G.  Recorder. 

Thomas  Lowndes,  Esq.,  of  New  York G.  G.  Warder. 

John  Snow,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I G.  G.  St'n'd  Bearer. 

Jonathan  Schienelin,  Esq.,  of  New  York G  G.  Sword  Be&rer. 

The  General  Grand  Encampment  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  New  York  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  September,  A.  D.  1819. 

Attest :  [Signed]    John  J.  Loring,  Recorder. 

No  one,  so  far  as  this  writer  is  aware,  questions  that  there  is  in  existence  pre- 
cisely such  a  **  record,"  but  is  it  a  true  record,  or  <<  an  effort  of  the  imagination," 
on  the  part  of  Webb  and  his  three  associates  ?    The  facts  appear  to  be,  that 
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when  Webb,  Foule  and  Snow  failed  in  their  mission  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  went  pursuant  to  instructions  given  them  by  the  United  States  Grand  En- 
campment (Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island)  **  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  and 
air  ot'her  Grand  Encampments  that  are  now  established  in  the  United  States,  or 
with  any  such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed  by  any  or  all  of  said  Grand  En- 
campments, upon  the  subject  of  a  grand  union  of  all  the  Encampments  in  the 
United  States  under  one  head  and  general  form  of  government;  "  *  ♦  «<  in- 
vested with  full  power  and  authority  to  enter  into  such  engagements  and  stipu- 
lations and  make  such  arrangements  upon  said  subject,  as  they  may  de<%m  expe- 
dient and  proper  to  promote  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  Orders  pf  Knight- 
hood." 

It  will  be  observed  that  their  instructions  were  to  consult  the  other  Grand 
Encampments :  they  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  the  only  other  (7ra#f</ Encamp- 
ment, on  the  face  of  the  earth,  existed,  for  this  purpose,  but  the  Pennsylvanians 
would  *'not  consent  that  the  old  work  which  she  had  received  from  the  hands  of 
her  fathers,  should  become  interpolated  or  amended  and  r^arded  the  Webb  work 
as  a  New  England  heresy"  (Creigh)  or  according  to  Fowle  in  his  autobiography, 
they  found  the  Knights  of  Philadelphia  adverse  to  a  coalition,  because  they  were 
under  the  Grand  Lodge,  etc.  **Finding  them  incorrigable,  the  committee  gave 
them  up,"  etc.  They  returned  to  New  York,  where  they  were  joined  by  Lowndest 
who  represented  an  alien  body,  the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  which 
itself  did  not  represent  a  single  Knight  Templar,  as  such.  These /<wr  made  the 
"record,"  ordained  the  Constitution  and  elected  themselves  and  eight  others 
ofificers ;  not  one  of  the  eight  was  present,  so  far  as  any  one  knows,  not  even  the 
Recorder  who  signed  the  <*record."  This  '*  record"  recites  that  it  consisted  *'of 
delegates  or  Knights  Companions  from  eight  Councils  and  Encampments."  Now,  I 
assert,  that  the  statement  that  the  * 'Convention  holden  at  Mason's  Hall,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  June,  A.  D.  1816,"  consisted  <'  of 
delegates  or  Knights  Companions  from  eight  Councils  and  Encampments  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  appendant  Orders"  is  wholly  **an  effort  of  the  imag- 
ination" upon  the  part  of  whoever  wrote  it,  whether  made  on  the  20th  and 
2 1st  days  of  June,  A.  D.  18 16  or  afterwards,  for  Webb,  Fowle,  Snow  and 
Lowndes  aione  were  present,  so  far  as  anybody  knows.  Webb,  Fowle  and 
Snow  were  delegated  by  the  United  States  Grand  Encampment  (Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island)  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  when  that  duty  was  performed 
their  commission  became  fundus  officio. 

Boston,  St.  Johns  and  Newburyport  Encampments,  and  Darius  Council,  were 
Subordinates  of  the  United  States  Grand  Encampment.  Ancient,  Temple  and 
Montgomery  Encampments  were  not  connected  with  the  Grand  Consistory  of 
New  York,  represented  by  Lowndes,  and  refused  to  recognize  it  or  the  Grand 
Encampment  set  up,  as  a/ar^  of  its  internal  economy  in  1 814.  If  it  had  any  Sub- 
ordinate at  that  time,  they  were  Columbian  of  New  York,  and  Indivisible  Friend' 
of  New  Orleans.     So  it  may  be  safely  said  that  the  entire  statement  to  the  effect 

that  the  '*  Contention"  consisted  of  delegates,  etc.,  is,  shall  I  say  it — a or 

purely  imaginative.     Sir  Carson  asks,  **When  and  by  whom  was  it  discovered  to 
be  wholly  imaginative  ?"     To  which  I  reply,   that  it  don't  appear  of  record  at 
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what  precise  hour  the  discovery  was  made,  nor  does  the  name  of  the  discoverer 
appear,  but  while  we  can't  point  to  the  time,  or  the  person,  we  can  to  the  evidtn^e, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massacho. 
setts  and  Rhode  Island,  on  page  45  etseq,  of  the  report  of  its  proceedings,  where 
it  will  be  seen  that  Webb'says  in  his  report,  that  finding  it  impossible  to  come  to 
an  agreement  with  the  only  other  existing  Grand  Encampment,  viz.:  Pennsylva- 
nia, "a/ar/of  the  delegates"  adjourned  to  New  York  and  "A  Convention  was 
holden  at  Mason's  Hall  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  A. 
D.  1816,"  etc.,  etc.,  but  he  don't  say  anything  about  representing  '*eight  Coun- 
cils and  Encampments,"  probably  because  the  body  which  appointed  him  and  to 
whom;  he  was  reporting,  would  have  known  that  part  was  all  *<  an  effort  of  thr 
imagination,"  and  he  didn't  have  the  unblushing  effrontery  to  say  it  then  and 
there.  Further  evidence  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  these  eight  Councils  and 
Encampments,  so  far  as  they  have  been  preserved,  which  according  to  Sir  Hopkins, 
who  made  the  inquiry,  do  not  contain  a  single  word  confirmatory  of  the  state- 
ment.  The  truth  is  that  they  represented  themselves  alone  and  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  functions  of  creating  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States — and  if  it  is  any  comfort  to  Sir  Carson,  he  may  set  himself  at  work  to 
prove  that  the  records  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  were  also  fabricated  by  Webb  and  his  associates,  and  that  they  thus  prove 
nothing  against  the  other  fabrication — but  it  is  scarcely  credible  that  Webb  should 
have  fabricated  a  second  record  for  the  express  purpose  of  proving  the  first  false. 
Sir  Carson  ingeniously — for  it  takes  some  considerable  ingenuity  to  get  up  such 
an  argument — argues  that  .becaus:  both  Webb  and  Fowle  were  members  of  Bos- 
ton Encampment,  their  claim  '*to  hail  from  and  represent  Boston  Encampment'f 
is  valid.  Well,  let's  see  what  that  leads  to.  Snow  was  a  member  of  St.  John's 
of  Providence,  Lowndes  of  the  New  York  Grand  Consistory,  Darius  Council  \ 
Newport,  Ancient,  Temple,  Montgomery  and  St.  Paul  Encampments  were  repre* 
sented  by  whom,  did  you  say.  Sir  Carson  I 

Doubtless  the  fact  is  that  these  four  ancient  worthies,  being  filled  with  a  con- 
suming fire  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  then  newly  created  Anurican  Templar 
Order,  thought  the  end  would  justify  the  means  and  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
duty  and  responsibilty  of  forming  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
trusting  to  a  ratification  of  their  acts  by  the  bodies  which  sent  them  to  PhiladeU 
phia,  which  was  afterwards  given  by  the  United  States  Grand  Encampment. 
Lowndes  made  no  report  to  the  New  York  body — and  we  are  in  total  ignorance 
of  its  action,  but  it  afterwards  signified  its  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  thus  the  acts  of  the  quartette  were  virtually  ratified  and  their  course  fully 
vindicated. 

The  history  of  the  Grand  Encampment  shows  that  it  was  like  everything  else, 
during  the  formation  period  of  our  country's  history,  a  trifle  irregular  in  its  or' 
ganization,  and  notwithstanding  its  pretensions  to  a  glorious  ancestry,  the  pedi- 
gree will  not  bear  the  closest  inspection.  It  whirls  round,  however,  all  the  same, 
and  crushes  every  Templar  aspiration  whsch  does  not  yield  to  its  mandates — a 
veritable  car  of  Juggemot.  Let  her  roll,  and  the  more  arrogant,  intolerant  and 
tyrannical  it  becomes  the  better,  for  sooner  or  later   a  Masonic   revolution  wil^ 
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come  and  then  we  will  have  a  return  to  primary  Masonic  principles — ^self-govern- 
ment— the  existence  of  a  complete,  independent  and  sovereign  Masonic  power  in 
each  political  grand  division,  in  this,  as  in  the  other  countries  of  the  world. 
Crack  on  the  steam  and  let  her  roll,  and  whether  its  birth  was. legitimate  or  ille- 
gitimate, no  one  will  care  when  the  grand  smash-up  comes,  as  it  will  do,  after  a 
few  more  administrations  characterized  ,as  that  of  a  late  lamented  Grand  Master, 
by  acts  of  the  grossest  tyranny — ^aad  disregard  of  the  rights  of  individual  Tem- 
plars. 

Sir  Carson,  also,  contributes  a  concise  and  precise  statement  of  the  formation 
of  the  Supreme  Councils,  genuine  and  bogus,  of  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdic- 
diction,  which  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  Masonic  history.  He  shows  conclu- 
sively that  the  only  legitimate  Northern  Co^ncil  is  that  now  presided  over  by 
Henry  L.  Palmer.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  any  Mason  aspiring  ior  further 
Masonic  honors,  desires  them  untarnished,  and  will  steer  clear  of  bogus  and 
clandestine  bodies.  The  only  question  then  will  be  as  to  his  power  of  assimi- 
lating of  so  much  Masonry ;  if  his  digestion  is  in  prime  good  order  and  shekels 
are  abundant  he  will  want  to  investigate  between  the  sham  and  the  real,  and  to 
him  Sir  Carson  has  rendered  an  important  service.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scot- 
tish Rite  and  handles  a  pen  dipped  in  gall  and  wormwood  for  everything  he 
esteems  to  be  false  or  fraudulent  in  Masonry,  and  while  we  have  sometimes 
thought  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  he  were  to  employ  molasses  instead  of 
vinegar,  to  catch  his  flies,  none  can  question  his  terrible  earnestness,  or  honesty 
of  purpose.  It  is  just  as  well  for  a  Mason  who  has  any  regard  for  his  reputation, 
to  steer  clear  of  bodies  of  doubtful  character,  while  Sir  Carson  remains  above 
the  sod,  to  expose  their  fraudulent  pretensions. 

As  for  the  **Denver  rituals,"  this  writer  pleads  total  ignorance,  but  this  much 
he  does  know  about  ritual,  and  that  is  he  is  <4oo  old  a  dog  to  learn  new  tricks,'' 
and  like  his  friend,  the  Methodist  preacher,  way  up  in  Iowa,  who  took  to  ped- 
dling maps  instead  of  preaching  the  gospel  of  repentance  of  past  meannesses,  to 
such  unregenerate  cusses  as  the  Frater  who  won't  go  to  church  with  a  sword 
•  dangling  'round  his  legs  because  they  are  bowed,  and  he  is  afraid  it  will  trip  him 
up  in  the  presence  of  his  best  girl,  for  the  reason  that  **  when  they  knocked  hell 
out  of  the  Methodist  church,  they  knocked  hell  out  of  his  vocation,"  he  is  not 
goiiig  to  try.  When  Connor  &  Co.  got  up  a  brand  new  Ritual  they  doubtless 
made  an  improvement  on  the  old  one,  which  was  easy  enough  to  do,  but  it  was 
hardly  fair  to  Carson  &  Co.,  who  were  confined  in  their  labors  to  a  search  for  lost 
treasures  for  several  long  years,  to  let  the  fresh  hands  originate  one.  Doubtless 
Sir  Carson  and  his  committee  could  have  manufactured  a  fresh,  spank,  brand 
new  affair  to  order,  which  would  have  made  the  Connor  crew  ashamed  of  them- 
selves, but  he  was  not  permitted  to  try.  Now,  if  Connor  don't  like  the  imputa- 
tion he  knows  where  there  is  a  big  room  in  Vicksburg,  where  he  and  I  can  fight 
it  out  with  blank  cartridges,  or  coffee  for  two,  as  he  prefers.  F.  S. 
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The  Fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  City  of  Portland,  October  27th.     Present : 
c-6 
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Sir  David  P.  Mason,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding.    Four  Subordinates 
were  represented,  and  a  number  of  Grand  Commanderies. 

The  unavoidable  absence  of  the  R.'.  E.'.  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Deputy 
to  preside  and  make  an  address.  The  latter  covers  a  page,  and  in  it  we  find 
nothing  of  general  interest.  He  pays  high  tribute  to  the  worth  of  Grand 
Recorder  Babcock,  who,  he  says,  '*  will  soon  have  passed  beyond  our  praise  or 
censure."  No  doubt  the  loss  of  the  Grand  Body  will  be  Sir  Babcock' s  eternal 
gain. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  name  of  our  valued  young  friend,  Geo.  E.  Cham- 
berlain, among  the  Grand  Officers.  Sir  George,  like  the  balance  of  the  family, 
will  do  to  tie  to  all  day  long. 

The  Order  is  in  good  growing  shape  all  around.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  J.  M.  Hobson  and,  like  ours,  makes  more  than 
half  the  pamphlet.  The  report  is  a  good  one,  and  considers  in  a  courteous  and 
fraternal  tone  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies.  Mississippi  for 
'91  gets  two  pages. 

Referring  to  the  creation  of  Sir  Miles  as  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  Commander 
he  says  :  "  But  for  the  life  of  us  we  could  not  tell  if  we  were  asked  what  rights 
or  privileges  such  creation  conferred."  Replying  we  beg  to  suggest  that  it  gives 
Sir  Miles  the  right  to  feel  that  his  fraters  of  the  Grand  Commandery  esteem  and 
love  him ;  that  but  for  his  inability  to  be  present  in  the  Grand  Commandery 
from  year  to  year,  his  services  to  Masonry  and  his  worth  as  a  man  would  have 
been  recognized  by  a  term  as  Grand  Commander,  and  finally,  it  has  a  right  to 
place  P.  G.  C.  after  his  name  should  he  elect  to  fling  a  little  style.  While  there 
may  be  but  a  trace  of  intrinsic  value  in  these  things,  none  will  deny  the  pleasure 
of  conferriug  and  accepting  them. 

Bro.  Hodson  has  some  pleasant  words  for  your  committee  for  which  we  are 
grateful.  We  beg  to  assure  him  that  the  absence  of  Oregon  from  our  report  was 
not  our  fault.  May  the  benediction  of  the  Master  rest  and  abide  upon  our  far 
away  fraters  of  Oregon. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  David  P.  Mason  is  Grand  Commander;  E.\  Sir  Jas.  F.  Robinson, 
Grand  Recorder. 
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The  Sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  October  25th.  Sir  David 
P.  Mason,  R. .  E.-.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  James  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Re- 
corder.    Four  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  short,  ^ell-written,  but  confined  to  local  matters,  except  the 
following,  which  strikes  us  as  being  somewhat  autocratic  and  considerably  out  of 
the  usual  course. 

The  following  will  explain  itself  : 

Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar 

OF  THE  State  of 
Albany,  Sept. 
General  Orders  No,  3.] 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  the  several  Subordi« 
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Oregon,       >■ 
t.  19,  1893.  J 
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nate  Commanderies  aod  all  Knights  Templar    within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
'  Grand  Commandery  of  Oregon  : 

Sir  Knights — It  having  come  under  my  observation  that  Arthur  Temple  Cur- 
tice, a  member  of  Temple  Commandery  No.  3,  located  at  Albany,  did  in  August 
leave  his  family,  and,  to  the  beat  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  since  that  time 
and  is  now  living  with  a  woman  who  bears  the  reputation  of  that  of  a  common 
prostitute,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and  his  country,  and  utterly  and 
^totally  in  disregard  of  the  vows  of  Christian  Knighthood. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  David  P.  Mason,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  the  State  of  Oregon,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested,  and  with 
A  full  conviction  of  duty  imposed  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  as  set  forth  in  the 
vow  of  office,  I  do  hereby  deprive  the  said  Arthur  Temple  Curtice  of  his  Knight- 
hood and  Order,  that  he  stand  suspended  from  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  ben- 
efits of  Templar  Masonry ;  and  that  he  be  not  recognized  as  a  Christian  Knight 
until  such  time  as  this  edict  be  set  aside  by  the  proper  authority. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  duly 
attested  with  the  signature  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  this,  day  and  date  above 
written.  David  P.  Mason,  Grand  Commander. 

Attest     Jam£S  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  R.*.  £.*.  for  this  summary  proceeding,  while 
amply  sufficient  to  have  justified  him  in  knocking  the  offender  in  the  head,  are 
not,  we  regret  to  say,  warranted  by  that  well  established  principle  of  Masonic 
jurisprudence  that  prohibits  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member  without 
trial  and  conviction  regularly  had.  The  right  to  make  Masons  at  sight  is  inhe- 
rent in  the  ofQice  of  Grand  Master,  but  the  ancient  Constitutions  nowhere  give 
him  the  power  to  unmake  them.  Nor  are  we  cognizant  of  any  law  or  rule  of 
Templary,  supreme  or  constituent,  that  gives  this  authority  to  any  one  man. 
Hence,  the  action  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  was  extra-judicial  and  executive,  an  unwar- 
ranted assumption  of  authority  and,  therefore,  wrong.  Not  that  we  have  any 
sympathy  with  the  culprit ;  on  the  contrary,  we  think  he  ought  to  be  hung  on 
general  principles — and  to  a  limb !  The  decision  was  referred  to  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, which  reported  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  General  Order  No. 
3,  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  beg  to 
report.  They  learn  with  feelings  of  horror  and  regret  that  a  member  of  this 
jurisdiction  has  so  far  forgotton  his  Knightly  honor  as  to  bring  such  chagrin 
upon  himself.  We  believe  the  sentence  passed  upon  him  by  the  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  to  be  even  less  than  he  deserves,  and  we  admire  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  the  Grand  Commander  has  acted  in  his  case,  but  a  strictly  legal 
view  of  this  will  not  justify  the  approval  of  this  edict.  We  hold  that  no  Tem- 
plar can  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  without  the  privilege  of  being  heard  in 
his  defense. '  The  right  of  trial  is  sacred  to  all,  and,  with  this  view  of  the  case, 
your  committee  would  recommend  that  Temple  Commandery  No.  3  be  in- 
structed to  prefer  charges  against  Sir  Knight  Curtice  and  proceed  to  immediate 
trial  for  the  offense  charged.  Fraternally  submitted, 

T.  McF.  Patton, 
Ph.  S.  Malcolm, 
j.  m.  hodson. 

The  report  is  correct  except  that  word  ''chagrin,'*  which  strikes  us  as  being  a 
sort  of  misnomer  when  used  in  such  connection  as  this. 

Bro.  j.  M.  Hodson  is  the  author  of  an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  in 
which  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grand   Bodies  are  carefully 
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digested,  Mississippi  for  1892  receiving  coarteous  attention.  He  has  thispleasaat 
remark  in  reference  to  this  scribe  :  '*  The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again 
from  the  pen  of  Sir  £.  G.  DeLap,  the  man  of  orthodox  '  creed/  who  classes  all 
who  do  not  agree  with  him  as  '  fools.*  He  manifestly  belongs  to  the  Silarian 
age  and  forgets  that  Cardinal  Richelieu  has  been  dead  some  centuries." 

We  deny  the  charge  of  calling  anybody  but  agnostics  "fools."  We  think,  and 
sometimes,  say  that  some  of  our  good  brethren  are  in  error,  but  do  not  think 
them  fools.  We  have  no  creed  but  God's  word,  which  is  the  only  sufficient  guide- 
for  the  faith  and  practice  ot  Templars  as  well  as  Christians.  There  are  manir 
good  things  in  our  brother's  report  that  we  would  like  to  clip,  but  time  and  pov- 
erty forbids.  We  note  with  pleasure  that  our  young  friend  Geo.  E.  Chamberlain 
is  given  place  on  the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  S.  M.  Govan  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondence as  before. 


PENNSYLVANIA  — 1892. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  May  24th.  Eighteen  pages 
are  devoted  to  a  sort  of  preface  to  the  opening  in  which  we  find  nothing  that 
would  interest  you.  The  Grand  Commandery  was  finally  opened,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir 
Joseph  S.  Wright  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  ''strictly  business"  from  start  to  finish.  It 
is  a  well  written  resume  of  his  administration,  but  we  find  nothing  of  general 
interest.  The  Order  is  in  good  shape,  and  harmony  prevails.  We  note  sundry 
dispensations  for  the  indulgence  of  armed  piety,  with  this  cheerful  variation  from 
the  general  run  of  these  documents :  ***  *  provided  they  were  the  only  Order  to 
attend  the  same  service.^*  This  is  an  indication  of  exclusiveness  truly  refreshing, 
and  a  palpable  effort  to  bar  the  appearance  on  this  stage  of  any  rival  organiza' 
tion,  the  presence  of  which  might  detract  from  the  weight  of  glory  of  our  armed 
Peitists !  However,  it  all  runs  in  the  same  groove  and  tends  to  the  same  end — the 
condemnation  of  the  Author  of  the  religion  thus  prostituted  and  belittled.  Pro- 
ceedings local.     Finances  in  good  order. 

The  report  on  F.  C.  reviews  the  minutes  of  thirty-nine  Templar  Grand  Bodies, 
Mississippi  for  1892  among  them,  is  the  work  of  our  friend  Grand  Recorder  Chas. 
E.  Meyer,  and  in  it  he  goes  for  your  committee  without  gloves,  which  as  it  seems 
to  please  Sir  Charles  and  does  not  interfere  with  our  digestion,  we  do  not  object 
to  in  the  least.  He  says  we  have  a  curious  way  of  showing  our  fealty  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  quotes  the  entire  report  of  the  Law  Committee  to  prove 
it.  We  regret  that  he  does  not  approve,  and  will  vote  for  anything  that  suits  his 
"giant  intelleck."  There  are  lots  of  things  in  our  effort  that  he  condemns,  and 
we  clip  some  of  them  with  a  sigh  of  regret  that  things  are  as  they  are : 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  P.  G.  Commander  E.  G. 
DeLap,  and  it  is  filled  with  unfraternal  attacks  upon  fraters  who  stand  as  his  peer 
before  the  Masonic  world.  He  no  doubt  thinks  it  smart  to  insult,  sneer  at,  vitu- 
perate some  of  his  fraters  and  then  apologize  for  what  he  has  said  or  written,  but 
the  sting  has  punctured  the  skin  and  irritates.    Wit  is  pleasant,  sometimes  it  makes 
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tt8  laugh,  but  when  used  as  Sir  Knight  DeLap  has  osed  it  in  this  report  it  becomes 
tiresome  and  sickening, 

Under  the  review  of  Pennsylvania,  in  review  of  the  report  on  Correspondence 
of  last  year  in  which  Sir  Wm.  J.  Kelly  said,  speaking  of  Mississippi : 

<*  Sir  Geo.  DeLap  famishes  the  report  on  Correspondence,  much  of  which 
would  have  been  better  if  it  had  not  been  written.  Personalities  and  slang  are 
not  evidences  of  a  good  report  on  Correspondence,  for  ^  hich  the  treasury  of  the 
-Grand  Body  should  be  taxed." 

"We  might  say,  with  equal  propriety  and  more  truth,  that  the  world  would 
have  lost  nothing  had  Pennsylvania  committee  failed  to  report.  When  we 
feel  the  need  will  call  upon  our  brother  for  instructions  as  to  what  constitutes  a 
good  seport  on  Correspondence — ^that  is,  we  would  do  so  did  we  think  him  a 
competent  judge. 

There  is  scarcely  a  page  in  the  report  of  R.\  £,*.  Sir  DeLap  in  which  he  has 
not  an  oiTeusive  word  to  say  of  R.*.  £.-.  Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson,  of  Ohio.  He  has 
also  his  sneers  at  the  devotional  services  of  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar, 
and  if  any  Grand  Commander  in  his  address  has  referred  to  the  fatherhood  and 
messiaship  of  God  he  opens  his  dictionary  of  the  vulgar  tongue  and  pitches  in — 
and  then  he  apologizes  if  any  one's  feelings  are  hurt !  We  note  with  pleasure 
that  his  views  on  Christian  Knighthood  are  not  held  to  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Mississippi,  for  fhe  proeeedings  say,  that  the  Grand  Commandery  in 
a  body,  under  the  escort  of  Magnolia  Commandery  No.  2,  proceeded  to  Christ's 
Church,  where  the  offices  of  devotion  were  observed  in  a  most  impressive  man* 
ner. 

We  have  never  written  a  word  about  Carson  at  which  a  sensible  man  would  take 
offense.  Nor  have  we  ever  sneered  at  any  commendable  action  or  thing,  and  if 
Charles  don't  like  our  style  he  had  best  omit  Mississippi  from  his  report.  We 
can  stand  it  without  the  quiver  of  a  nerve  or  a  falling  tear.  He  has  more  to  say 
in  the  same  line,  but  the  above  is  sufficient. 

He  goes  for  Sir  Fred's  scalp,  incidentally,  but,  bless  you,  he  don't  care,'f.  ^., 
Fred  don't.  Sir  Charles  gets  up  a  good  report  but  is  in  a  bad  way  for  throwing 
stones,  considering  the  kind  of  house  he  lives  in. 

R.\  £.*.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Codding  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  £.  Meyer, 
-Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA— 1892. 

Ninth  Annual  was  held  at  Yankton,  June  i6th,  present  R.-.  £.*.  Sir  Sam'l  H. 
Jumper,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Bruce  M.  Rowley,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the 
Representatives  of  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  address  is  a  short  but 
yvell  written  resume  of  his  administration.  His  dispensations  were  for  proper 
purposes,  as  the  world  goes.  He  reports  a  steady  growth  in  the  Order.  Proceed- 
ings local.  Total  membership  587.  No  report  on  Correspoundence.  Geo.  Burn- 
side  is  R.'.  £.'.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


TENNESSEE— 1892. 
Thirtieth  Annual  was  held  at  Nashville,  May  loth.    R.-.  £.-.  Sir  Robt.  Pillow, 
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Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Recorder. 
Four  Subordinates  were  represented. 

The  address  is  short  and  refers  almost  entirely  to  local  matters.  It  seems  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  has  passed  a  law  compelling  non-affiliates  to  affili- 
ate on  pain  of  suspension,  and  the  R.*.  £.*.  fears  that  this  law  will  result  disas' 
trously  to  the  weaker  Commanderies,  some  of  the  members  of  which  are  non- 
affiliates. 

The  Committee  to  which  this  matter  was  referred  recommended  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  committee  to  memorialize  the  Grand  Encampment  tor  such  relief  as 
may  be  thought  best.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  suspension  for  non-affilia- 
tion is  rather  an  extreme  measure  and  somewhat  despotic.  The  Institution, 
aside  from  this  drawback,  is  in  good  shape  and  harmony  prevails. 

Proceedings  local.  The  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  head  and  hands  of 
the  inimitable  Connor,  and  like  its  predecessor,  from  this  peculiarly  gifted  girted 
source  is  first-class,,  "all  wool  and  a  yard  wide."  We  rejoice  to  know  that  his  trip 
across  the  big  pond  resulted  in  his  complete  restoration  to  health,  that  he  bad  a 
nice  time  and  was  treated  with  the  consideration  his  eminence  as  a  Mason  and 
his  worth  as  a  man  entitled  him  to,  all  of  which  is  proved  by  this  : 

TO  MY  FKATERS  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Beloved — A  few  days  after  the  close  of  the  Annual  Conclave  of  last  year,  and 
as  soon  as  the  Proceedings  were  ready  for  distribution,  I  took  passage  in  the  good 
ship  Etruria,  accompanied  by  my  family,  and  sailed  away  to  the  Old  World,  to 
the  land  of  my  birth,  and  to  the  mother  lands  of  us  all.  Despite  the  rumor, 
started  a  day  after  the  sailing,  that  our  ship  was  lost  at  sea,  the  noble  steamer 
reached  the  harbor  of  Queenstown  alter  one  of  the  calmest  and  most  enjoyable 
voyages  recorded  on  its  log. 

Our  journeyings  duiing  five  months  were  in  Ireland,  Scotland.  England,  Bel- 
gium, Holland,  Germany,  Austria,  Switzerland,  Italy  and  France.  In  all  these 
I  read  the  stone  engraved  records  of  the  Ancient  Craft,  met  living  representa- 
tives of  the  Modern  Craft,  and  received  attentions  and  enjoyed  hospitalities  pe* 
culiar  to  our  Brethren  beyond  the  broad  ocean.  Never  before  did  I  fully  appreciate 
the  fullness  of  the  word  Masonic  Fraternity  ! 

Practically  there  is  no  Knight  Templary  beyond  seas  outside  of  the  British 
Isles.  Indeed,  the  Templar  Order  signi6es  but  small  influence  outside  the  King- 
dom of  England.  The  entire  organization  numbers  but  a  very  few  in  com- 
parison to  the  Ancient  Craft,  which  is  not  only  numerous  but  exceedingly  influ- 
ential. Moreover,  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  the  Isles  is  altogether  aristocratic. 
Social  qualifications  of  a  certain  character  are  necessary  prerequisites  to  admis- 
sion to  the  Order  of  Masonic  Knighthood.  A  tradesman,  mechanic,  or  laboror 
is  practically  ineligible. 

I  met  the  distinguished  Great-Sub- Prior,  Col.  Shad  well  H.  Gierke,  who  showered 
upon  me,  especially  as  Past  Grand  Master,  all  the  courtesies  that  characterized  a 
*  thoroughly  accomplished  English  gentleman  !  It  is  with  a  pain  in  my  innermost 
heart  that  I  record  his  sunden  death  within  a  few  days  after  my  departure  from 
England.  He  was  exposed  to  one  of  London's  terrible  fogs,  and  an  acute  bron- 
chial attack  carried  him  over  the  the  river  after  a  few  days  of  suffering. 

Col.  Gierke  was  not  only  a  devoted  Freemason,  but  was  a  gentleman  in  all  that 
the  title  comprehends.  He  was  of  the  personal  staff  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  therefore  had  the  entre  of  the  most  exalted  social  circles.  He  was  Grand 
Secretary,  and  governed  the  Craft  in  the  Kingdom.  He  was  Great  Sub-Prior, 
and  was  the  real  head  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  which  position  he  had  filled 
since  1873  !     Few  men  have  been  so  deservedly  honored,  even  in  England,  and 
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none  will  be  more  keenly  missed  from  the  counsels  of  the  Craft  in  all  its  depart- 
ments ! 

Neither  in  Ritual  nor  in  dress  do  the  Templars  of  England  agree  with  the  Or- 
der in  this  great  Union  of  States.  But  the  varieties  in  these  are  no  more  marked 
than  are  the  varieties  of  the  Ancient  Craft.  We  have  sufficient  in  common  to 
be  able  to  make  ourselves  known  in  England  or  in  the  United  States,  but  there 
are  many,  very  many,  marked  variations,  none  of  which  can  be  further  alluded 
to  herein ! 

Our  Father  in  Heaven,  merciful  and  longsuffering,  restore  me  to  my  home  and 
my  Brethren  of  America  again,  and  my  heart  overflows  with  gratitude  for  the 
protection  which  prevented  our  suffering  any  important  annoyance  ;  caused  us  to 
not  lose  but  two  days  in  five  months  from  sight-seeing ;  saved  us  from  ever,  a 
day's  illness,  and  vouchsafed  us  friends  wherever  we  halted.  Those  charming^ 
days  have  turned  back  the  index  on  life's  dial  fully  a  decade,  and  restored  the 
writer  to  the  health  which  he  feared  he  had  lost  forever.     Laus  Deo  ! 

G.  C.  Connor,  Grand  Recorder. 

Thirty-nine  Templar  Grand  Bodies  are  digested  in  the  report  before  us  as  only 
Connor  could  do  it,  Mississippi  for  '91  receiving  her  due  share  of  attention. 
Our  beloved  frater  has  this  to  say  of  the  sermon  of  Sir  Cross :  *'  A  most  remark- 
able sermon  on  *  Religion  vs.  Religionism  '  appears  in  the  pamphlet.  It  is  pecu- 
liarly eloquent,  with  truth  and  error  most  brilliantly  compounded.  We  rejoice 
that  the  compound  is  mechanical,  not  chemical,  and  that  the  error  can  be  easily 
detached  from  the  exquisite  thread  of  eloquent  rhetoric  that  holds  all  together." 

After  quoting  a  few  gems  of  truth,  he  passes  to  some  **  debatable  allegations :" 
"  What  was  the  sum  total  of  the  preaching  of  the  great  eremite,  John  the  Bap- 
tist ?    Just  two  words:    Repent ;  obey." 

«*  Softly,  good  frater,  What  did  Saul  of  Tarsus  teach  ?  *  Believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  thou  and  thy  house.'  " 

And  again  we  quote  from  his  vehement  eloquence  : 

*'A  stream  of  religionism  flows  through  the  Old  Testament;  it  centered  in  the 
Temple  ;  the  Levitical  ordinances,  the  whole  ceremonial  law ;  and  the  same  sort 
of  externalism  belongs  as  much  to  idolatry  as  to  Judaism.  All  this  code  has 
neither  value  nor  significance  in  itself,  but  solely  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  a  help  or 
adjunct  to  higher  things." 

Stay,  were  not  the  Temple  observances  instituted  by  Jehovah  ?  Is  there  not  a 
**  Thus  saith  the  Lord  "  for  all  of  them  ?  Did  Jehovah  give  to  his  chosen  peo- 
ple a  code  that  was  valueless  ?    O,  this  rhetoric  ! 

The  brilliant  vaulting  about  among  the  symbolical  teachings  of  the  Ancient 
Craft  are  chiefly  rhetoric,  and  need  not  be  further  alluded  to.  Men  who  appear 
to  know  just  a  little  of  the  real  meaning  of  symbolism  are  most  wordful  in  tell- 
ing that  little.     As  an  example  from  our  frater's  sermon  : 

**  Turn  where  we  will  in  Masonry,  the  Trinity  is  about  us.  It  beams  down  on 
us  from  the  lights ;  it  gazes  up  at  us  from  the  altar ;  it  guides  us  from  the 
thrones;  it  is  the  pearl  in  the  memory  of  the  Master  Mason;  we  rise  at  its 
sound  ;  we  bend  beneath  its  living  arch  ;  we  join  in  it  for  agreement ;  we  go  to 
it,  mutually  to  speak  and  hear  of  God." 

Positively  there  is  not  a  grain  of  practical  mustard  seed  in  that  entire  curl* 
The  Trinity  which  Freemasonry  teaches  is  not  the  Christian  doctrine  of  Father, 
Son   and    Holy   Spirit   uniting  in  one   God.     The  Trinity  of  the  Mysteries 
known  to  the  Sons  of  Light. 

We  can  now  understand  Sir  George,  of  Natchez,  who  so  well  comprehends 
just  what  our  Heavenly  Father  desires,  and  forbids  what  he  has  not  revealed. 
They  of  Mississippi  have  had  a  special  revelation,  as  witness  the  following  : 
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*' Almighty  God  does  not  care  for  your  opinions  at  all,  if  they  only  be  honest  ; 
He  does  not  care  about  your  Ritual." 

That  settles  it.     Frater  Ross  kmnvs,  and  he  has  told  us.     Let  us  sleep  in  peace. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  £.  G.  DeLap,  is  spicy,  pointed,  bril- 
liant, delightful !  My,  how  fiercely  he  slings  his  double-handed  claymore,  hack- 
ing to  pieces  his  man  of  straw  labeled  *'  Uniformed  Piety  !'* 

This  Correspondent  once  cherished  the  hope  that  he  had  extracted  the  worm 
of  arbitrary  condemnation  from  the  gentle  heart  of  that  brilliant  reviewer,  but 
alas,  his  hope  has  been  vain !  The  worm  still  knaweth,  and  Sir  George  still 
murmurs  at  what  should  in  no  wise  concern  him  or  me.  In  this  land  of  the  free 
we  worship  God  as  we  please,  saving  only  that  in  public  we  maintain  a  decent 
propriety.  Sir  George  may  go  in  jeans  to  symbolize  his  humility,  I  may  wear 
my  claw-hammer  to  proclaim  my  vanity  ;  but  why  should  either  presume  to  crit- 
icize the  other,  or  dictate  to  each  a  diflerent  attire  ?  I  don't  want  to  go  to  church 
in  feathers;  my  frater  next  door  does,  if  he  goes  at  all.  If  the  wearing  of 
feathers  is  necessary  to  bring  him  to  the  house  of  God,  and  into  the  sound  of 
the  gospel,  I  am  willing  he  shall  bedeck  himself  with  peacocks'  tails  from  head 
to  foot  Unless  dear  DeLap  has  had  a  special  revelation,  he  is  doing  the  cause 
of  the  Master  some  damage.  Quit,  dear  frater ;  quit  it  and  let  us  join  in  singl- 
ing— 

Even  down  to  old  age  all  his  people  shall  prove 
His  sovereign,  eternal,  unchangeable  love  ; 
And  when  hoary  hairs  shall  our  temples  adorn. 
Like  lambs  we  shall  still  in  His  bosom  be  borne. 

And  while  we  sing  and  try  to  look  in  through  the  Pearly  Gate,  let  us  forge ^ 
the  fuss  and  the  feathers,  the  uniforms  and  the  forms.  'Twere  better  and  more 
profitable. 

Here  are  wiser  words,  which  we  quote  with  satisfaction : 

*'  If  our  Grand  Bodies  would  devote  nearly  all  their  time  and  attention  to 
charity,  and  quit  enacting  laws  that  are  utterly  unnecessary,  the  institution 
would  stand  higher  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  and  certainly  the  favor  of 
God." 

And  we  lift  our  eyes  full  of  the  light  of  joy  to  discover  so  critical  a  frater  de- 
fending views  that  we  have  been  advocating  for  years  : 

'*  His  only  decision  was  that  it  is  improper  to  confer  the  Degree  of  Knight- 
hood on  Sunday.  We  respectfully  dissent  so  far  as  the  Order  of  the  Temple  and 
Malta  are  concerned.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  these  solemn  ceremonies, 
when  properly  performed  and  not  in  conflict  with  the  ordinary  religious  services, 
as  to  time,  would  be  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  Him  with  whom  we  have  to  do." 

We  trust  our  brethren  will  pardon  our  quoting  so  much  of  Sir  Connor's  re- 
marks abot  this  Committee,  but  it  is  such  good  reading  we  felt  sure  you  would 
enjoy  it  enough  to  pay  for  printing.  We  are  willing  to  own  the  general  impreg- 
nability of  Bro.  Connor's  position  on  the  uniformed  piety  question,  but  must 
demur  to  the  proposition  that  there  is  any  merit  in  inducing  Smith  to  go  to 
church  by  decking  him  out  in  sword  and  plumes.  God  will  judge  him  for  failure 
to  profit  by  every  means  of  grace  afforded,  and  when  a  man  struts  into  God's 
house  clothed  in  the  habiliments  of  a  bloodthirsty  warrior  or  the  clip  and  bells 
of  the  professional  fool,  he  is  not  going  to  pay  much  attention  to  anything  out- 
side of  the  sensation  he  is  creating ;  hence,  as  a  means  of  grace,  this  sort  of 
church-going  is  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing.  **  It  is  written.  My  bouse  shall 
be  called  the  house  of  prayer,  but  ye  have  made  it  a  stage  for  the  display  of 
your  regalia  1" 


J 
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Get  out !     We  are  at  a  loss  to  see  the  connection  between  the  comforting  old 
verse  he  quotes  and  the  matter  at  issue.     If  he  had  quoted — 


II 


If  what  I  wish  is  right, 

And  suits  the  will  divine, 
Although  by  earth  and  hell  opposed, 

I  know  it  shall  be  mine  " — 

the  connection  would  have  been  apparent.  We  presume,  however,  that  Bro. 
Connor's  heart  was  touched  by  the  gentle,  loving  care  of  our  dear  Father  in 
Heaven,  every  hour  in  our  lives,  and  his  feelings  found  expression  in  the  beauti- 
ful lines  quoted.  DeLap  has  no  thought  or  wish  in  this  matter  except  for  God's 
house  and  an  earnest  desire  that  men  everywhere  when  engaged,  or  seemingly 
engaged,  in  God's  worship,  shall  come  up  to  his  recorded  requirement  of  sin- 
cerity and  truth.  I  am  doing  no  harm  when  I  caution  my  brother  against  ap- 
proaching the  Divine  Majesty  with  lip  service  and  empty  forms  in  which  the 
heart  has  no  part.  The  offering  of  such  service  is  as  profitless  as  was  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  priests  of  Baal  on  Mount  Carmel,  and  the  results  may  be  equally 
-dreadful,  barring  the  immediate  death  of  the  body.  But  perhaps  his  advice  to 
^uit  is  good,  and  we  may  follow  it  later,  but  we  can't  just  yet. 

Commenting  on  our  opposition  to  the  presence  of  wine  at  Templar  banquets, 
he  has  these  '*chestnutty"  arguments  to  make : 

Before  <*churches"  were  discovered  the  Master  was  present  at  a  feast  where  the 

fuests  drunk  up  all  the  wine,  and  being  ''well  drunken"  called  for  more.  The 
aviour  came  to  the  relief  of  the  host,  and  made  wine  out  of»water  for  him  ; 
aye,  sure  enough,  intoxicating  wine.  Sir  George !  Jesus  adopted  wise  as  the 
symbol  of  his  blood  I  Paul  advised  Timothy — though  perhaps  not  Paul — to  take 
fl  little  wine  now  and  then  to  help  his  stomach.  Will  Sir  George  admit  his  belief 
that  the  Saviour  of  the  world  miraculously  made  **liquid  damnation"  to  gratify 
ihe  host  at  a  wedding  where  he  was  present  as  a  guest  ?  If  he  does,  then  the 
DeLap  paraphrase  would  be : 

"Drink  no  longer  water,  but  use  a  little  liquid  damnation  for  thy  stomach's 
sake,  and  thine  often  sickness." 

This  Correspondent  is  an  earnest  advocate  for  temperance,  voted  for  prohi- 
bition when  it  was  made  a  separate  issue  in  this  State,  will  not  consent  to  a 
habitual  drinker's  entering  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  but  he  seeks  to  be  reasonable 
in  all  arguments,  and  temperate  in  all  language.  We  may  do  some  good  in  rescu- 
ing the  perishing  from  their  intemperance ;  Sir  George  can  not,  I  fear,  if  he 
scolds  so. 

Sir  George  admits  that  his  Master  did  make  win^e  at  Cana,  that  that  wine,  if 
•drank  to  excess,  would  intoxicate.  He  is  of  the  opinion,  also,  that  had  he  been 
present  he  would  have  taken  a  glass  himself,  as  he  would  do  now,  if  he  felt  the 
need  or  wish  for  it.  The  only  difference  between  the  wine  at  Cana  and  those 
at  Templar  and  other  modern  banquets  is  this  :  The  first  was  the  pure  juice  of 
the  grape,  slightly  fermented ;  the  latter  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  simply  "Hell 
Broth"  that  will  make  the  drinker  lie,  steal,  murder,  rape,  or  any  other  disreputable 
thing,  on  the  slightest  sugge&tion.  God  made  pure  wine,  and  whisky  too,  for  a 
good  purpose,  and,  like  all  His  works,  they  are /^</ in  their  place,  and  that  place 
is  not  at  a  Templar  banquet,  or  on  a  Christian's  side-board  or  on  his  table,  because 
their  presence   there  has  a  tendency  to  popularize  indulgence  in  their  use  and 
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make  drunkards,  a  class  of  people  that  the  same  one  that  made  the  wine  at  Cana 
has  said  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  If  Timothy  and  Paul  were  on 
deck  now,  the  change  in  the  verbiage  of  the  prescription  would  be  in  order. 

Bro.  C.  says  he  voted  for  prohibition.  We  never  did  and  never  will  until  the 
law  is  continental  in  its  binding  force.  Prohibition  that  substitutes  jugs  for 
saloons,  is  not  sufficiently  prohibitory  for  this  committee  to  tal^e  stock  in  it. 
Again,  if  Bro.  C.  has  a  right,  morally,  to  drink  wine,  my  right  to  sell  is  equally 
apparent,  unless  he  intends  to  steal  it,  which  would  not  mend  matters.  We  don't 
know  how  these  things  taste,  and  hence  can  be  **  Total  Abstinence,"  ^'  Prohi- 
bition," or  what  not,  and  be  consistent.  But  nine  pages  is  all  we  can  spare  for 
our  beloved,  and  we  will  have  to  "quit." 

Sir  Thos.  O.  Mortis  is  R.-.  £.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor 
respondent  as  before. 


TEXAS— 1892. 


The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Corsicana,  April  20 ;  Sir 
James  Gantry,  K.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  K.  Brewster,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  address  is  **strictly  business."  Much  space  is  taken  up  by  reports  of  Inspect- 
ing  Officers.  He  granted  a  multitude  of  special  dispensations,  but  only  one  for 
the  display  of  uniformed  piety. 

Among  his  decisions  we  find  this  remarkable  proposition  :  That  the  Grand 
Commander  has  no  right  to  grant  dispensation  to  hold  an  etection  for  Prelate, 
the  Prelate  elect  having  refused  to  be  installed,  claiming  that  that  fact  did  not 
create  a  vacancy,  and  that  the  old  Prelate  must  hold  over  for  another  year  !  t 
Notwithstanding  the  perfectly  apparent  foolishness  of  this  decision,  it  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Judiciary  Committee  and  the  Grand  Body !  ! 

Proceedings  locaL  Total  membership  1722.  They  have  a  committee  of  five 
on  Correspondence  and  the  result  is  that  there  is  no  report. 

Sir  D.  C.  Proctor  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


V  E  R  M  O  N  T— I  892. 

The  Semi-Centennial  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  June  I4thv 
Sir  Kittridge  Hastings,  K/.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  W.  G. 
Reynolds,  Grand  Recorder.  Quite  an  array  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past 
Eminent  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives  and  the  Representatives  of  ten 
Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  is  an  excellent  paper,  an  epitome  of  the  principal  events  of  his 
administration,  but  is  exclusively  local  in  its  references.  Courteous  and  sympa- 
thetic reterence  is  made  to  the  Templar  dead  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions, 
including  our  own  Grand  Commander  Leigh. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  a  detailed  account  of  the  '*  red  tape  "  and  sundries 
incident  to  the  appearance  of  the  Templars  of  Vermont  in  the  parade  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  Burlington  Battle  Monument,  an  occasion  that 
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commends  itself  to  every  patriot  American,  ,but  in  which  Templars  should  have 
been  left  out  as  an  organization.  This  habit,  so  prevalent  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  of  mixing  Masonry  with  everything  else,  so  that  it  is  difficult  for 
the  general  public  to  distinguish  between  a  procession  of  Templars  and  a  ward 
political  parade,  is  calculated  to  disgust  people  who  have  regard  lor  the  ''eternal 
fitness  of  things."  We  have  got  so  now,  however,  that  it  would  not  astonish  us 
a  bit  if  the  Fraternity  in  Vermont  were  to  discover  that  the  Presidential  election 
is,  properly,  a  Masonic  occasion,  and  turn  out  in  full  force,  fuss  and  feathers ! 

They  are  equally  pious  as  patriotic,  as  is  shown  by  a  general  dispensation  to 
strut  religiously  on  Easter  and  Ascension  Days.  Go  it,  brethren  !  If  you  don't 
go  to  church  with  arms  in  your  hands,  you  might  find  it  hard  to  get  people  to 
suspect  that  you  are  (?)  Christians,  as  they  fail  to  see  any  evidence  of  it  any- 
where or  time  else ! 

*<  There  are  some  among  you  who  have  the  form  of  Godliness,  but  deny  its 
power :  from  such  turn  away." 

We  find  nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  proceedings.  The  Order  is  healthy 
and  prosperous.     Total  membership  1 21 2,  a  gain  of  59. 

Sir  Marsh  O.  Perkins  is  the  author  of  a  good  Report  on  Correspondence,  cov- 
ering fifty  pages,  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  receive  courteous 
notice,  Mississippi  for  1891  among  the  number.  Our  brother  quotes  our  observa- 
tions anent  Decoration  Day  and  remarks :  ''The  views  expressed  and  implied 
we  attribute  to  dyspepsia  or  kindred  evil,  and  sincerely  hope  a  better  state  of 
health  will  bring  him  into  a  healthier  and  pleasanter  frame  of  mind."  We  have 
no  doubt  it  will,  but  are  equally  sure  it  will  not  change  our  views  on  this  sort  of 
hybrid  Masonry.  Not  much,  Mary  Ann  !  Our  opposition  to  this  kind  of  thing 
is  not  sired  by  bodily  infirmities,  but  by  the  acuteness  of  our  mental  sensibili- 
ties. We  are  as  patriotic  as  the  best  of  them,  bnt  we  takes  ours  straight.  No 
mixed  drinks  for  us !  Bro.  P.  and  the  Vermont  brethren  mean  well,  but  are  so 
intensely  "  loil "  that  they  can  do  nothing  without  an  injection  of  alleged 
patriotism . 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent  all  continued. 


.    VIRGINIA— I  891. 

A  pamphlet  of  forty-two  pages  contains  the  entire  minutes  of  the  Sixty-ninth 
Annual  of  this  venerable  body,  including  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies.  It  met  in  the  city  of  Petersburg,  November  12th. 
R.\  E.\  Dan'l  J.  Turner,  Jr.,  Grand  Commander ;  R.'.  E.".  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand 
Recorder.     Twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  covers  but  three  pages  and  is  entirely  local  in  its  references.  No 
buncombe  dispensations  were  granted.  He  decided  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of 
Massachusetts,  we  presume  a  resident  aud  citizen  of  Virginia,  could  not  petition 
for  the  Orders  in  Virginia,  because  his  Masonic  residence,  1.  ^.,  membership,  was 
in  Massachusetts.  If  our  understanding  of  the  decision  is  correct,  while  it  may 
be  in  accord  with  Virginia  law,  it  is  wrong  in  principle  and  fact.     If  I  am  a  cit« 
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izexi  or  resident  of  Virginia,  and  have  been  long  enough  to  comply  with  the  rule 
in  that  regard,  my  membership  in  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  in  Kamscatha  should  not 
affect  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery,  where  my  fixed  abode,  from  choice,  is 
located. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Commander's  Address  has  this  to  say  of  our  rener- 
able  friend  and  brother,  Isaacs  :  "  Surely,  Sir  Knights,  our  beloved  Grand  Re- 
corder, like  good  wine,  grows  better  as  he  grows  older.  Long  may  he  be  spared 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia."     To  all  of  which  we  say,  Amen  ! 

Proceedings  local.  Total  membership  1138.  No  Report  on  Correspondence  ! 
Why? 

R.*.  E.'.  James  L.  Avis  is  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA— 1892. 

The  Seventieth  Annual  wab  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  October  13  ;  present, 
R.*.  £.*.  James  L.  Avis,  Grand  Commander;  R.'.  E.\  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Re- 
corder, and  the  representatives  of  seventeen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  short  but  able.  Dispensation  for  one  new  Commandery  was 
issued.  -Special  dispensations  were  'all  for  practical  and  proper  purposes.  His 
decisions  are  sound  as  a  dollar.  He  congratulates  the  Grand  Body  on  the  steady, 
if  gradual,  growth  of  the  Order  in  that  Jurisdiction.  Proceedings  local.  No 
report  on  Correspondence.  Why,  we  cannot  tell.  Possibly  because  our  venerabJe 
brother  Isaacs,  who  is  the  committee,  is  too  busy  to  attend  to  it.  Certainly  not 
from  lake  of  ability. 

R.\  £•.*  Fred  Greenwood  is  Grand  Commander:  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


WASHINGTON  — 1892. 

The  Fifth  Annual  was  held  at  Spokane,  June  10 ;  R.\  E.*.  S.  Harry  Rush, 
Grand  Commander,  presided.  The  performance  commenced  wtth  an  address  of 
welcome  from  Past  Grand  Commander  Pelan,  responded  to  by  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Eagan.  Both  speeches  are  good.  Referring  to  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  Bro.  Eagan  says: 

And  while  this  is  cheering  and  comforting  to  those  of  us  who  are  strong  in  the 
faith,  yet  there;are  many  among  us  in  this  age  of  doubt  and  skepticism,  who  desire 
clearer  views  and  stronger  evidence  of  this  leading  tenet  of  our  Order.  And  I 
find  no  fault  with  them  on  this  account ;  they  are  entitled  to  the  very  best  argn- 
ments  that  we  can  command. 

I  remember  doubting  Thomas — and  by  the  way  of  parenthesis,  I  wish  to  say, 
that  I  rather  like  that  brother,  not  because  he  absented  himself  from  the  other 
disciples  at  their  prayer-meeting,  for  in  that  he  did  wrong,  but  I  like  him  because 
he  would  not  receive  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  by  prescription.  Too  many 
people  receive  nearly  all  they  believe  in  that  way.  Thomas  desired  to  know  on 
what  his  faith  was  predicated  and  in  that  he  was  right.  So  does  every  other  honest 
man  want  to  know  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  he  professes  to  believe.     But  how 
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many  of  ns,  either  believers  or  unbelievers,  are  able  to  give  an  intelligent  reason 
for  our  faith  ? 

I  like  an  honest  doubter,  for  honest  doubt  will  cause  earnest  investigation  and 
will,  most  likely,  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

We  beg  to  differ.  We  do  not  like  doubters  or  agnostics.  There  was  a  keen 
rebuke  for  Thomas  and  a  world  of  comfort  for  us,  in  the  remark  of  our  risen 
Lord  :  <*Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  thou  hast  believed  !  Blessed  are  they  who 
have  not  seen  and  yet  believed !"  That  blessing  reaches  down  the  corridors  of 
nearly  nineteen  centuries  and  takes  us  into  its  ample  folds.    Thanks  be  to  God. 

There  is  too  much  caviling  with  and  doubts  of,  expressed  or  implied,  the 
sublime  truths  of  our  holy  religion,  in  this  day  and 'age,  for  .those  who  are  strong 
in  the  faith,  to  be  justified  in  winking  at  or  admitting  that  there  is  a  possibility 
that  there  can  be  any  ground  for  uncertainty  in  these  matters. 

The  address  is  a  short,  well  written,  business  document,  in  which,  however,  we 
find  nothing  of  general  interest.  He  granted  no  buncombe  dispensations.  We 
comjiend  the  foUowing  decision  as  being  sensible  and  correct: 

October  26,  answered  the  following  telegram  from  Sir  Knight  West,  E.'.  C'.' 
of  Hesperus  Commander  No.  8.  <*Can  we  conferfthe  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon 
a  Chapter  Mason  who  has  taken  the  so-scalled  $25.00  United  States  Scottish  Rite 
degree?"  I  answered,  <*yes,  if  he  received  his  Chapter  degrees  in  a  regular 
Chapter,  of  R.  A.  M."  Sir  Knights,  while  this  question  is  before  us,  I  give  it  as 
mty  opinion  that,  as  Knights  Templar,  we  had  better  let  this  question  alone.  It 
will  create  discord  and  confusion,  where  otherwise  peace  and  harmony  prevail. 
We,  as  Templars,  know  nothing  about  these,  so-called,  higher  degrees.  In  every 
jurisdiction  where  it  is  made  an  issue  by  other  than  Scottish  Rite  hodies,  there  is 
nothing  but  ill-feeling  created ;  it  makes  life-long  friends,  enemies.  Therefore, 
in  the  language  of  the  bright  Templar  Correspondent,  Wm.  P.  Innes,  **let  the 
pesky  thing  alone." 

He  recommends  that  devotional  services  on  Templar  days  be  held  in  the 
Asylums,  and  that  a  ritual  be  provided.    This  we  heartily  endorse. 

Proceedings  local.    Order  in  good  shape.  Total  membership  426 — ^a  gain  of  60* 

The  Correspondence  covers  146  pages,  is  made  by  Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  and 
considers  the  minutes  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  governing  bodies  of  the  world. 
The  report,  for  a  **clipped"  one,  is  good,  but  the  amount  of  original  matter  in  it 
is  so  meagre  that  it  would  take  half  a  dozen  of  such  reports  to  get  up  one  skir- 
mish, let  alone  a  respectable  row.  Mississippi  gets  three  and  one-half  pages  for 
igQO-'9i,  all  clippings  except  eight  lines,  and  this  is  a  specimen  of  the  whole,  at 
the  end  of  which  he  says  :  **To  the  *  Guild  *  we  would  say  that  it  has  not  been 
our  intention  to  tread  upon  any  one's  toes,  but  if  the  shoe  pinches  a  little,  wear  it 
with  the  charity  we  should  have  towards  each  other.  And  may  the  Captain  of 
our  Salvation  be  with  you  and  bless  you."  Bro.  B.,  kindly  show  us  the  shoe  and 
we  will  wear  it  without  a  groan  or  grunt. 

Sir  Edward  A.  Hare  is  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


WEST  VIRGINIA— 1892. 
The  Eighteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Huntington,  May  nth,  R.'. 


n 
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£.'.  Sir  John  W.  Morris,  Grand  Commander  ;  E.*.  Sir  R.  C.  Dunnington,  Grand 
Recorder.     Nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  very  short  and  confined  to  local  affairs.  He  issued  but  few  dis- 
pensations, and  they  for  practical  purposes.  His  decisions  are  in  accord  with  the 
law.  Proceeding  routine  and  local.  The  Order  seems  to  be  fairly  prosperous. 
Total^membership  63? — a  gain  of  65.     There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  E.  L.  Butterick  is  Grand  Commander ;  R.  C.  Dunnington,  Grand 
Recorder ;  Sir  O.  S.  Long  et  al.,  Correspondents. 


WISCONSIN— 1892. 

Thirty- Fourth   Annual  at   Milwaukie,    October    iith,   R.\  E.*.  Sir  D.  Lloyd 

Jones,  Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  John  W.  Laflin,  Grand  Recorder.^    The 

address  is  short  but  well  written.     His  dispensations  were   few   and   for  proper 

purposes.     He  made  but  three  decisions.     The  first  being  a  little  '*unicky,"  i.  e^ 

the  query  decided,  we  quote : 

*'Has  the  E/.  C*.  authority  to  appoint  counsel  for  the  accuser  in  a  Templar  trial 
at  the  expense  of  the  Commandery  ?  I  answered  in  the  negative,  holding  that 
the  Commandery  might  possibly  have  the  power,  but  the  E.-.  C.*.  had  not  ?" 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  paid  attorneys  in  Masonic  or  Templar  triale  are  sub* 
versive  of  every  principle  of  the  Institutions.  If  you  can't  convict  a  Templar 
without  the  questionable  mothods  of  ordinary  lawyers,  let  him  go  free.  The 
usual  oject  and  apparent  aim  of  these  ducks  is  to  subvert  justice  and  get  a  big 
fee.  It  is  bad  enough  to  have  them  manipulate  the  ordinary  courts  without  pay- 
ing them  to  raise  cain  in  the  asylum.  We  are  not  talking  now  of  the  thousands 
of  the  profession  who  would  not  defend  a  man  they  believed  guilty  of  crime, 
nor  prosecute  the  innocent,  for  any  price. 

He  requested  his  command  to  strut  religiously  on  Easter,  and  was  gratified  at 
the  signs  of  increased  interest  in  this  buncombe  evidence  by  the  reports. 
>  I  He  was  pleased  with  the  Triennial  blowout  at  Denver.  The  Order  has  grown 
steadily  during  the  year,  the  net  gain  being  94.  Reports  of  inspection  were 
made  by  nearly  all  the  staflF.  The  Treasury  is  plethoric,  containing  over  $4,000 
ducats.     Proceedings  local. 

Our  good  Bro.  Swain  starts  one  of  his  best  reports  on  Correspondence  with 
the  following  touching  remarks : 

*<  We  present  our  tenth  Annual  Report.  In  a  church  out  in  Nevada,  they  put 
a  placard  upon  the  gallery  which  reads :  *  Don't  shoot  at  the  organist.  He  is 
doing  as  well  as  he  knows  how.'  "  We  have  done  as  well  as  we  know  how.  "Don't 
shoot !"  Following  the  above  comes  one  of  the  very  best  and  most  readable 
papers  to  be  found  in  the  whole  lot. 

Referring  to  Sir  Speed's  law  report  on  formation  of  new  Commanderies,  he 
says :  **  The  report  criticises  severely  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  the 
Michigan  and  Indiana  cases,  as  a  violation  of  its  own  Constitution.  It  seems  to 
us,  however,  with  due  deference  to  Comp.  Speed's  superior  knowledge  of  the 
law,  that  there  is  a  distinction  which  he  overlooked.     The  Code  provides,  to  be 
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sure,  that  no  dispensation  shall  issue  from  a  Grand  Commander,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  nearest  Commandery,  but  the  Constitution  says  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery  has  the  sole  right  to  create  new  Commanderies  ;  and  in  both  the  Muncie 
and  Lansing  cases,  dispensations  were  not  granted  by  the  Grand  Commanders, 
but  charters  were  given  by  the  Grand  Commanderies."  We  do  not  know  a  thing 
about  it,  and  will  let  Fred  take  up  Sir  Swain's  guage  of  battle  and  go  for  his 
hirsute  covering,  if  he  so  elects. 

He  quotes  the  questions  and  answers  in  law  report  without  comment,  and 
then  takes  up  our  report  with  th^  following  remarks  :  "Our  friend  DeLap,  as 
usual,  gives  us  a  Report  on  Correspondence.  We  don't  know  how  long  he  has 
been  in  the  business,  but  we  found  him  there  when  we  took  up  the  pen — we 
mean  the  scissors."  Neither  do  we  know  how  many  alleged  reports  we  have 
written.     Perhaps  our  Bro.  Power  can  tell. 

He  continues :  *'  We  disagree  with  many  of  his  ideas  fyou  have  a  right  to  do 
50,  Bro.  Swain,  but  you  are  wrong]  and  several  of  the  Reporters  do  not  like  his 
style ;  but  all  the  same,  we  have  a  warm  feeling  for  him,  and  when  we  kirk 
back,  it  does  not  affect  that  feeling.  We  fully  believe  him  when  he  says  he  har- 
bors no  ill-will  against  any  member  of  the  Guild."  Many  thanks,  Bro.  S.,  we 
appreciate  your  good  opinion  most  highly. 

Regarding  our  views  in  reference  to  military  religion,  he  says :     "  Is  there 
no    precedent   for    our    uniformed   and  armed  religion,  outside  of  our  Order  ? 
How   about    Cromwell's  soldiers  ?     Did  not   they  resolve   themselves  into  an 
armed  congregation  ?     In  every  religious  war  has  there  not  been  an  armed  con- 
gregation ?     And  that  suggests  an  idea  which  we  throw  out  for  DeLap's  benefit. 
He  has  had  experience  as  a  soldier.     Will  an  army  do  good  fighting'and  good 
service  unless  it  is  in  uniform  ?     And  doesn't  its  uniformity  of  dress  tend  to  pro- 
mote  uniformity  of  feeling  and  impulse  ?     And  if  that  is  true,  as  we  believe  it 
is,  why  will  not  soldiers  of  the  Cross  do  better  service  against  the  powers  of  sin 
and  darkness,  when  their  uniformity  of  appearance  promotes  harmony  of  action?" 
Now,  let  us  endeavor  to  answer  this  batch  of  queries  in  their  regular  order. 
1st.  Yes,  Cromwell's  Puritans  are  a'precedent,  but  a  precious  poor  one  to 
follow . 

2d.  Yes,  again.  Cromwell's  soldiers  did  resolve  themselves  into  an  armed 
congregation,  and  the  logic  of  the  law  of  God  as  certainly  resolved  them  into 
hell,  because  '*  No  murderer  hath  eternal  life,"  and  Cromwell's  Round  Heads 
were  about  as  murderous  a  lot  of  cut-throats  as  you  can  find  in  history. 

3d.  Yes,  once  more.  In  every  religious  war  there  has  been  an  armed  congre- 
gation, but,  unfortunately,  there  never  was  a  religious  war  that  had  the  sanction 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

4th.  Yes — yet  again  ;  and  a  moment's  retrospective  thought  will  convince  Bro. 
Swain  that  his  proposition  won't  hold  water.  It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  in 
the  latter  days  of  the  <*  late  unpleasantness,"  the  Confederate  army  was  about 
as  well  uniformed  as  an  army  of  rag  pickers,  and  yet  this  world  has  never  seen 
braver  soldiers  or  better  fighters  than  that  same  Confederate  army.  They 
would  have  played  smash  dressed  up  like  our  Carpet  Knights,  now  wouldn't 
they  ?    Marion  and  his  men,  as  well  as  the  entire  Revolutionary  army,  are  prac- 
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tical^refaUtions  of  the  error  of  Bro.  Swain's  proposition.  Carleton.  as  well 
the  entire  English  army,  were  uniformed  and  fnUjr  equipped,  while  the  AnDeri- 
cans  were  in  rags  and  barefoot,  and  yet  Washington,  with  this  handful  of  nndis- 
ciplined  and  ragged  yeomanry,  **  triumphed  over  a  royal  army  and  prostrated 
the  Lion  of  England  at  the  feet  of  the  American  Eagle  !*'  It  is  not  the  unifonn 
that  makes  the  soldier  near  so  much  as  the  tailor  dSat  makes  the  man. 

5th.  Yes,  one  more  time,  provided  they  are  armed  and  equipped  in  accord- 
ance with  Paul's  tactics ;  a.  ^.,  "  Your  loins  girt  about  with  rhe  breastplaie  cf 
Rigkieoumess^  and  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  goq>el  of  Pout  : 
above  all,  taking  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  nil 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And  take  the  helmet  of  salvation  and  the  sword 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God."  Eph.  6:13-17.  Rig  up  your  soldiers 
of  the  Cross  according  to  the  above,  and  we  will  cheerfully  admit  that  they 
will  do  excellent  service,  and  the  results  you  suggest  will  follow.  The  conspic- 
uous absence  of  these  eswntials  in  military  religion  is  what  we  object  to.  *'  If 
there  is  anything  under  the  canister  of  heaven  that  we  hold  in  utter  excresence, 
it  is  a  hypocrite" — Mrs.  Partington. 

Now,  a  word  about  the  G.  A.  R.  business.  We  don't  object  to  it  except  as  it 
mixes  politics  with  what  should  be  entirely  free  from  them.  So  long  as  noth« 
ing  u  done  in  these  organizations  to  revive  or  continue  the  sectional  strife  and 
animosity,  they  are  good  and  {proper,  and  no  longer ;  and  in  this  we  are  sure 
Bro.  Swain  agree  with  us,  hence  we  shall  not  quarrel.  We  copy  his  remarks  ia 
this  line  with  our  entire  approval  of  each  and  every  word  : 

Our  friend  Connor  wears  a  Confederate  button,  and  Speed  and  ourself  wear  a 
G.  A.  R.  button.  We  all  like  to  keep  alive  the  memories  of  the  war,  but  that 
does  not  mean  keeping  up  the  animosities  of  the  war.  We  would  be  ashamed 
of  Connor,  if  he  were  not  proud  of  his  service  of  that  epoch,  and  we  enjoy 
nothing  better  than  a  chat  with  a  friend  who  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock, while  we  looked  across  the  river  from  the  north  side. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  good  things  in  Bro.  Swain's  report  that  we  would 
like  to  clip,  but  must  stop.  We  are  proud  of  our  native  State  and  that  its  Tem- 
plar literature,  and  its  Templars  are  the  peers  of  the  best  in  all  the  world. 

Sir  Warren  H.  Lewis  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


WYOMING— 1892. 

The  Fourth  Annual  of  our  young  sister  was  held  in  the  city  of  Larimie,  July 
8th.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Otto  Gramm,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Adrian  J.  Parshall, 
Grand  Recorder.    Three  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  is  very  short  and  mostly  local  in  ite  references.  He  issued  a  gen- 
eral dispensation  to  the  Subordinates  to  strut  in  their  good  clothes,  "biled  shirts," 
"trusty  claymores,"  fuss  and  feathers,  on  Easter,  Good  Friday  and  Ascension  Day 
This  sort  of  gospel-bait  to  catch  sinners  seems  to  suit  our  brother  Connor  and 
manny  others,  but  the  "  Last  Great  Day"  will  demonstrate  the  very  unsatisfac- 
tory resulu  therefrom.     We  very  much  fear  there  is  but  little  in  it  that  has  a  ten- 
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dency  to  create  **new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  *'  Except  ye  be  converted  and 
become  as  little  children,  *  *  *,  '*is  a  state  the  road  to  which  is  not  apparent 
in  this  direction.  This  being  true,  and  the  proposition  is  unanswerable,  it  sad- 
dens us  to  see  immortal  souls  thus  playing  at  religion,  thereby  dishonoring  God 
and  jeopardizing  their  eternal  interests.  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship 
Him  must  do  so4n  s^rii  ana  in  iruiA,  and  the  assumption  that  there  is  an  ap- 
preciable trace  of  these  adjuncts  to  acceptable  worship  in  this  sort  of  ostenta- 
tious service,  is  too  ridiculous  to  talk  about.  If  these  doughty  Crusaders,  their 
admirers  and  abettors,  had  any  rga/  wish  to  enter  the  earthly  courts  of  God's 
Tabernacle  for  purposes  of  worship  and  devotion,  their  <<  nodding  plumes  and 
swords  would  be  laid  aside  foi*  the  time  as  being  utterly  out  of  place  in  God's 
house  and  entirely  repugnant  to  the  worship  of  the  **Prince  of  Peace."  Call  us 
uncharitable,  censorious  and  quote  the  first  verse  of  Matthew  viith,  as  much 
as  you  please,  but  don't  try  to  induce  us  to  confess  ourself  a  fool  by  believ- 
ing that  there  is  a  single  element  of  good  in  the  practice.  The  fact  that  Missis- 
sippi engages  in  the  diabolical  practice  of  desecrating  God's  house,  annually,  in 
uniform,  makes  no  sort  of  difference.  This  writer  takes  no  stock  in  it  and  would, 
if  he  could,  abolish  it  from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific.  It  is  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  an  enemy  of  Righteous- 
ness, a  child  of  the  Devil  and  an — Immigration  Agent  for  Hell ! 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  good  shape.  We  copy  the  entire  report  on  Cor- 
respondence which  has  the  **ear-marks  of  an  untimely  birth." 

REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON   FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

When  we  wrote  the  Report  on  Correspondence  for  1890  we  were  convinced 
that  it  was  our  last  appearance  as  a  "mutual"  in  print,  (Sir  Connor  and  Sir 
Orahood  will  kindly  note  that  the  italics  are  outs.)  These  honors,  we  felt,  should 
rotate,  especially  as  there  is  good  material  in  the  State  of  which  to  make  cor- 
respondents. Our  wish  to  retire  was  denied,  and  we  were  again  appointed  to 
write  **only  one  more  report." 

We  deeply  regret  that  sufficient  time  was  not  vouchsafed  us  to  once  again  re- 
view the  reviewers,  who  have  so  kindly  indulged  our  last  work.  A  report  with- 
out Correspondence  is  lacking  in  one  of  its  most  important  essentials,  and  we 
trust  that  no  one  will  ever  again  be  appointed  as  correspondent  who  lacks  the 
time  to  attend  the  duties  of  the  position. 

To  our  brethren  of  the  Guild  we  extend  our  heartiest  good  will,  with  the 
assurance  that  their  brilliant  page^  will  be  as  attractive  as  ever  to  the  undersigned. 

Respectfully,  J.  C.  Baird, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

What  do  you  think  of  it  ?  *'Can  such  things  be  and  not  excite  our  supreme  con- 
demnation?" As  a  reward  for  this  ''masterpiece"  its  author.  Sir  John  C.  Baird, 
is  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander ;  and  the  office  of  Reporter  is  vacant.  Grand 
Recorder  as  before. 


GRAND    ENCAMPMENT— 1892. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  an  able  and  comprehensive  paper,  worthy  of  its 
distinguished  author.     He  made  a  great  many  decisions^  every  one  of  which  are 
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sound  as  a  dollar,  and  nearly  all  were  approved  by  the  Grand  Body.     Aii  should 
have  been. 

The  Ritual  Committee  reported  a  complete  Ritual,  ceremonies  and  essentials, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  and  will  be  promulgated  in  due  season,  at  which 
period  in  the  world's  history  trouble  will  begin  ;  grim-visaged  war  will  take  the 
bat  and  we  will  have  some  more  rebellions  a  la  Iowa !  Let  her  come  1  I  repeat, 
without  repetition,  let — fur — comt !  !  We  are  getting  too  old  to  learn  new  tricks  or 
Rituals,  hence  we  hope  that  the  new  one  will  be  as  near  a  copy  of  ours  as 
possible. 

Bro.  Connor^/ a/,  claimed  that  Bro.  Enoch's  Ritual  was  a  little  shaky  in  its 
grammar  and  Scripture  quotations,  and  we  hope  that  the  new  child  may  be  free 
from  this  deformity.  We  have  never  seen  a  Masonic  ritual  that  old  Lindlay  Mur- 
ray, or  any  other  mortal  could  parse,  hence  there  is  room  for  improvement  along 
this  line.  In  our  opinion  the  Grand  Eencampment  should  have  defined  the 
esstmialt  and  relegated  the  balance  to  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies 
— the  matter  of  ceremonials  and  frills. 

Our  Hugh  (McCurdy)  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the  Institution  is  safe 
from  presumptuous  sins,  or  their  resultants,  for  the  next  three  years.  The  twenty- 
sixth  Triennial  will  be  held  at  the  **Hub"  and,  like  the  one  at  Denver,  will  be  a 
grand  spectacular  and  social  occasion.  As  to  its  beneficial  effects  on  the  body  of 
Templary,  we  can  only  say  :  Blessed  are  they  that  expect  nothing,  for  they  shaU 
not  be  disappointed. 


MASONIC    VETETAN    ASSOCIATION    OF    ILLINOIS. 

The  seventh  annual,  reunion  of  this  somewhat  unique  but  very  commendable 
organization,  met  at  **Smith*s  Inn,  65  Sibley  Road,"  known  to  the  profane  as  our 
good  friend  Gen.  Geo.  C.  Smith,  the  Illinois  Templar  Correspondent,  and  the 
Venerable  Chief  of  the  Veteran  Association. 

A  local  Chicago  paper  justly  remarks :  <*Under  Venerable  Chief  Smith's  foster- 
ing care  the  annual  gatherings  of  these  old  Masons  have  become  famous  through- 
out the  Masonic  world.  To  be  a  member  of  this  select  circle  is  deemed  an  honor 
worthy  to  be  coveted  by  the  most  distinguished  Masons.  One  of  the  require- 
ments of  admission  is  twenty-one  years  of  active  Masonic  membership.  Accom- 
panying the  unique  old-style  invitations,  which  were  sent  out  by  Gen.  Smith  to 
Masons  near  and  far,  was  one  from  Mrs.  Smith,  desiring  the  presence  of  *'ye  good 
dame"  for  the  ladies,  form  a  special  feature  of  these  gatherings.  The  aflbir  was 
entirely  informal,  and  on  that  account  was  all  the  more  enjoyable."  A  large 
company  was  present,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  almost,  and  we  doubt 
not  the  occasion  was  one  of  much  pleasure  to  the  favored  participants.  Letters 
of  regret  were  read  from  distinguished  Masons  and  their  widows,  all  over  the 
habitable  globe.    Some  of  these  ''regrets"  are  very  amusing,  all  are  good  reading. 

The  address  of  Venerable  Chief  Smith  is  a  short  but  elegant  paper,  abounding 
in  information  to  the  Craft,  picked  up,  partially,  during  his  recent  journey 
abroad. 

The  proceedings  show  that  they  had  a  gay  and  joyous  time.     Speeches  were 
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made  ;  fun  and  good  fellowship  ran  rivit.  The  mental  and  physical  man  were 
fed,  and  at  **  Low  Twelve  *'  the  Sedan  chairs  came  and  carried  the  guests  to 
their  homes  The  Association  numbers  several  hundred  active  and  nearly  fifty 
honorary  members,  all  of  whom  have  been  active  members  of  Blue  Lodges  for 
at  least  twenty- one  years.  We  most  heartily  wish  the  Association  a  long  lease 
of  life,  all  possible  enjoyment,  and  prosperity  commensurate  with  the  sterling 
worth  and  Masonic  and  intellectual  status  of  its  officers  and  members,  among 
whom  are  to  be  found  some  of  thef  brightest  ornaments  of  Masonic  literature  and 
jurisprudence. 

The  officers  consist  of  a  Venerable  Chief  (our  good*  brother,  John  Corson 
Smith),  seven  Assistant  Chiefs,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  (Bro.  Gil.  W.  Barnard), 
a  Registrar,  three  Chaplains,  a  Marshal,  five  Stewards  and  a  Guard. 


CONCLUSION. 


Having  examined  the  transactions  of  such  of  the  States  as  have  reached  us, 
we  now  come  to  '*  lastly  "  in  our  report.  There  has  been  an  element  of  pleas- 
ure in  the  work  done,  but  we  are  none  the  less  glad  that  the  duty  assigned  us 
has  been  finished.  It  has  many  imperfections  and  a  paucity  of  merit.  How- 
ever, it  is  the  best  we  could  do  under  existing  circumstances  of  ill-health  and 
other  things.  We  have  tried  to  be  peacable,  gentle,  and  mild  in  what  we  have 
said.     If  we  have  failed,  forgive  and  forget ;  we  are  sorry. 

The  Institution  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  everywhere.  Peace  pre- 
vails universally.  How  the  new,  or  Denver,  Ritual  will  suit,  is  yet  in  the  womb 
of  the  future.  Its  adoption  in  the  Grand  Encampment  is  no  surety  of  its  accep- 
tance by  the  rank  and  file.  It  seems  to  us  it  would  have  been  better  to  stop  at 
**  Essentials,"  and  allowed  the  different  Jurisdictions  to  exercise  their  own  sweet 
wills  in  reference  to  the  **  Frills.''  The  governing  body,  however,  thought  dif- 
ferently, and,  as  we  can't  help  it,  will  cheerfully  submit.  **  Cemeauism  "  is  not 
cutting  much  of  a  figure,  and  will  soon  be  dead  and  forgotten. 

Your  Committee  stands  almost  alone  in  his  opposition  to  Military  Religion,  but 
that  does  not  matter. 

With  kindest  regards  for  each  **  Mutual  "  and  best  wishes  for  the  success  and 
prosperity  of  Templary  everywhere,  we  remain 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  G.  DeLAP. 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Edmund  R.  Hastings Montgomery. 

Arkansas James  A.    Henky Little  Rock. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell San  Francisco. 

Canada,  Great  Priory Daniel    SprvY Barrie,  Ontaiio. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Parmelee Denver. 

Connecticut Jos.  K,  Wheeler Hartford. 

England  and  Wales Wm.  Tinkler London,  22,  C.  L. 

Georgia Samuel  P,  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois G1LBEIT  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana Wm.  H,  Smythe Indianapolis. 

Iowa Alf.  Wingate Des  Moines. 

Ireland John  A.  Baker Dublin. 

Kansas Bestor  G.  Brown Topeka. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninger Covington. 

Lousiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Stephen   Berry Porland. 

Maryland F.  J.  S.  Gorgas Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.. Benj.  W.  Rowell Lynn. 

Michigan Wm.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota Thos.  Montgomery St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power. Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.  Louis. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska. , Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire -.  Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York Robt.  Macoy New  York. 

North  Dakota Frank  J.  Thompson Fargo. 

North  Carolina Horace  H.  Munson Wilmingtoa. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell Dayton. 

Oregon Jas.  F.  Robinson Eugene. 

Pennsylvania Chas.   E.  Meyer Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island B.  Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Lindsey   Mackersby Edinburg. 

South  Dakota Bruce  M.  Rowley Huron. 

Tennessee Geo.  C,  Connor Chattanooga. 

Texas Robt.  Brewster Houston. 

Yictoria,  Great  Priory T.  O.  Neuman Melbourne  Aus, 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

Washington Yancey  C.  Blalock Walla  Walla. 

Wyoming Adrian  J.  Parshall Cheyeiine. 

West  Virginia R.  C.  Dunnington Fairmount. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment.— R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Gnnd  Master,  Corunna, 
Michigan ;  William  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder,  Richmond,  Va.  Next  Triennial 
Grand  Conclave  at  Boston,  August  27,  1895. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  TO  THE  GRAND    COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand  ComniamUry.  Representative — Postoffice,  Date  of  Conttnission , 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Augustus,  Okolona March  i6,  1893. 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  M.  D.,  Vicksburg. .  January  24,  1890. 

Connecticut John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez December  — ,  1892. 

Georgia J.  C.   French,  Natchez December  7,  1892. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Paxton,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg January  22,  1890. 

Indiana; Wm.  Starling,  Greenville July  10,  1892. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg . . .  December  31,  1889. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Natchez.  ..January  15,  1890. 

Kentucky Jno.  H.  Gordon,  p.g.c,  Port  Gibson.  .January  i,  1890. 

Loui.siana 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus April  12.  1893, 

Maryland Frank  Burkitt,  Okolona ,.  February  10,  1890. 

Massachusetts     and 

Rhode  Island ....  B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.g.c,  Columbus  ..  ..January  15,  1890. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  Winona January  15,  1890. 

Missouri. J.  L.  Power,  Jackson February  4,  1890. 

Montana R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen March  10,  1889. 

Nebraska. 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey N.  S.  Walker,  p.g.c.  Port  Gibson. ..  .January  6,  1889. 

New  York 

North  Dakota 

Ohio Rev.  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  Bolton April  10,  1893. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1893. 

South  Dakota W.  G.  Sykes,  Abeideen May . .  ,1893. 

Tennessee Wm.  Starling,  Greenville January  21,  1890. 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez January  24,  1891. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg- October  i,  1892. 

Virginia 

Washington King  Dorwart,  Greenville January  24,  1890. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Okolona 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming R.  B.  Brannin,  Aberdeen April  10,  1893. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMISSIONED  BY  THE  GRAND   COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Grand  CommatuUry,  Representative — Postoffice»  Date  of  Commission. 

Alabama Peter  Zinszer,  Mobile  . , March  — ,  i893- 

Arkansas Geo.  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City January  i8,  1890. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco December  23,  x89a 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville January  2,  1890. 

Connecticut Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden 

Georgia Felix  Corput,   Macon November  »Sy  1892. 

Illinois Jas.  C.  Hawley,  Dixon December  24,  1892. 

Indiana Jno.  W,  Cruft,  Terre  Haute November  28,  1889. 

Iowa James  Morton November  28,  1892. 

Kansas John  M  .  Price,   Atchison January  18,  1890. 

Kentucky Regnald  Heber  Thompson June  i8f  1892. 

Louisiana 

Maine J.  H.  Drummond,  Portland December  23,  1889. 

Maryland Geo.  Cook,  Baltimore April  9,  1891. 

Massachusetts     and 

Rhode  Island ....  Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn December  16,  1892. 

Michigan 

Minnesota Calvin  L.  Spaulding,  Brainard January  18,  1890. 

Missouri Alex  M.  Docker y,  St.  Louis February  5,  189a 

Montana E    D.  Aiken,  Butte  City 

Nebraska Samuel  W.  Hays,  Norfolk Jiutuary  24,  1890. 

New  Hampshire  . . .  Rev.  Daniel  Crane  Roberts,  D.  D  , 

Concord 

New  Jersey Thos.  Godson ^.December  23,  1889. 

New  York John  Anderson,  Binghampton March  25,  1892. 

North  Carolina  ...J.  W.  Hunter,  Winston December  20,  1889. 

North  Dakota  ....  James  A.  Jenks,  Grand  Forks June  8,  1891. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown March  11,  1893. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Jas.  H.  Codding,  Towanda July  10,  1891. 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton May  8,  18893. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell,  Nashville January  21,  1890. 

Texas Henry  M.  Holmes,  Austin May  i,  1891. 

Vermont Geo.  W.  Squire,  Swanton January  18,  1889. 

Virginia 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia Thos.  M.  Darrah,  Wheeling November  26,  1892. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins April  5,  1893. 


FEES    FOR    THE    ORDERS. 


Shall  not  be  less  than  forty  dollars,  but  each  Commandery  may  charge  a 
higher  sum.  Fees  cannot  be  remitted,  directly  or  indirectly.  Recorder  is 
responsible  for  their  payment. 

ANNUAL    DUES. 

Amount  is  fixed  by  each  Commandery,  payable  on  or  before  Stated  Conclave 
in  December.  Two  years*  indebtedness  forfeits  membership,  and  the  member 
can  only  be  reinstated  by  paying  up  all  arrearages ;  but  *'  the  Commandery  may 
excuse  the  payment  of  dues  under  peculiar  circumstances.'* 

DUES    TO    GRAND    COMMANDERY. 

One  dollar  for  each  member  on  the  roll  December  27.  Five  dollars  for  each 
member  Knighted  during  year.  One  dollar  for  each  member  reinstated  for  the 
number  of  years  Commandery  requires  him  to  pay  arrearages. 

JURISDICTION    OF    COMMANDERIE8. 

Section  3,  Ge'ieral  Regulations,  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Commanderies 
over  applicants  for  the  Orders,  was  repealed  in  1886,  vide  page  12,  proceedings, 
and  all  restrictions  upon  jurisdiction  over  candidates  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
•*  abolished."  It  is  entirely  competent  for  a  Commandery  in  the  extreme  south- 
em  limits  of  the  State  to  entertain  a  petition  from  a  candidate  residing  in  the 
most  northern ;  in  other  words,  applicants  may  go  where  they  please  for  the 
Orders,  so  long  as  they  do  not  go  outside  of  the  State. 


GRAND  COMMANDERS, 

FROM   ORGANIZATION    1857   TO    1893. 


William  H.  Stevens ..1857  to  1858 — Died  October  13,  1866. 

George  P.  Crump 1858  to  1859 — Died  i860. 

Giles  M.  Hillyer 1859  to  i860 — Died  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  W.  Walter i860  to  1861 — Died  September  19,  1878. 

Benj.  S.   Tappan 1861  to  1866— Died  March  I,  1866. 

Edward  Lea 1866  to  1867— Died  1867. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to  1868 — Died  December  29,  1878. 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 1869  to  1870 — Died  January  26,    1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to  1870 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to  i87i— Died  October    14,  1872. 

William    S.  Patton 187 1  to  1872— Died  July  5,  1889. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to  1873 

E.  T.  Henry ..1873  to  1874— Died  April  10,  1881. 

Phineas  M.  Savery,  Tupelo 1874  to  1875 

Gid.  W.  Cox,  Columbus 1875  to  1876 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to  1877 

William  A.  Fairchild 1877  to  1878 

William  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg 1878  to  1879 

Charles  M.  Erwin 1879  to  1880 

William  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez i88o  to  1881 

William  French 1881  to  1882— Died  *\pril  28,  1884. 

James  T.   Meade 1882  to  1883 

H.  M.  Romberger,  Winona 1883  to  1884 

W.  P   TowLER,  Jackson,  Tenn 1884  to  1885 — Died  March  30,  1893. 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson. 18S5  to  1886 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  M.  D.,  Columbus 1886  to  1887 

N.  S.  Walker,  Port  Gibson 18S7  to  1889 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to  1890 

Jas.  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 1890  to  1891 

J.  E.  Leigh,  Columbus 1891  to  1892 — Died  November  7,  1891. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer 1892  to  1893 

S.  W.  Ferguson 1893 


HONORARY  PAST  GRAND  CX)HHAND£RS. 

J.  L.  Power,   p.e.c Mississippi,  No.  i — elected  1891 

John  D.  Miles,  p.e.c Magnolia,  No.  2— elected  1892 
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Bahin,  G.  J. — elected  Grand  Treasurer 22 

— Report  of 21 
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Carroll,  E.  C. — elected  Grand  Standard  Bearer 22 
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Committees — 

— on  Credentials   4 
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Ferguson,  S.  W. — elected  Grand  Commander 22 

French,  J.  C  — elected  Deputy  Grand  Commander 22 

Goodrich,  L.  L. — in  fraternal  remembrance  of 37 

Grand  Officers — election  of 22 
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Halbert,  J.  E, — in  fraternal  remembrance  of. 37 

Harrison,  Jas.  T.^ — elected  Junior  Grand  Warden 22 

Hayes,  J.  J  — complimented  for  management  of  Triennial  Pilgrimage..  . .  9 
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Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10 — return  of 3^ 

Jinkins,  F.  P, — elected  Grand  Captain-General  22 
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Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5 — return  of 30 

— dues  for  1892  remitted     25 

Schlottman,  John — re-elected  Grand  Captain  of  Guard 22 

Smalshaf,  G. — elected  Grand  Warder 22 

Speed,  Frederic — report  by,  on  Templar  Law 25 

— appointed  on  Law  Committee 28 

—  tribute  by  to  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 35 

Statistical  Summary — for  1892 34 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 — return  of 31 

Templar  Law — report  of  Committee  on 25 

— Committee  on 28 

Triennial — arrangement  for  and  report  of 7 

— committee  to  arrange  for  1895   27 

Van  Slyck,  Nicholas — death  of  announced 5 
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Walter,  Harvey  W. — visit  to  grave  of. 14 

— monument  to  be  erected  to 24 

— report  of  Committee  on  Monument  to   24 

Wright,  Edwin — elected  Grand  Sword  Bearer 22 


i 


mU     ■    f.*. 


GRAHD  OFFICERS 


1893-94. 


Sir  S.  \V.  FERr.rsoN Greenville Grand  Commander. 

Sir  J.  C.  French Natchez Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  Cross Greenville Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  F.  p.  Jinkins Aberdeen Grand  Captain  Genrral. 

Rev.  Sir  N.  G.  Augustus.  .Okolona Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  J.  M.  Buchanan Meridian Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  T.   Harrison Columbus Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bah  in Natchez Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.   Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  E.  C.  Carroli Vicksburg Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Edwin   Wrk.ht  Sardis Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  G.  a.  Smalshaf,   Meridian Grand  Warder. 

Sir  John  Schlotman Vicksbu'-g Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templar  LAW.—Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg;    Wm.    G.  Pax  ton,  Vicksburg; 
P.  M.  Savery,  Tupelo. 

Fraternal  Correspondence. — E.  Geo   DeLap,  Natchez. 
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THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  GRAND  CONCLAVE 

will  be  held  in  the  city  of  I J  oily  Springs,  on  ihe  second 

Tuesday  in  February,  1894,  commencing  at 

10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


